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PREFACE. 


Though  the  /days  of  chivalry  are  gone>  the 
aiithor  of  the  fbUowing  work  trusts  that  the 
admiratioii  of  martial  renown  is  still  suffi- 
ciently general  to  secure  some  degree  of  fa- 
tour  for  a  history  of  the  achieyanents  of 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  institutions  that 
originated  in  knightly  daring  and  pious  zeaL 
Scarcely  thirty  years  have  elapsed,  since  fo- 
re%n  violence  and  pcditical  craft,  combined 
with  their  own  degeneracy,  deprived  the 
Knights  of  Malta  of  their  independence, 
and  ejected  them  from  the  insular  fastness 
which  remains  to  this  day,  and  will  remain, 
to  the  latest  posterity,  a  monument  of  their 
military  skill;  yet,  in  that  short  space  of  time, 
so  completely  has  their  name  been  blotted 
from  the  records  of  the  day,  that  their  very 
place  of  retreat  has  become,  generally  speak- 
iDgj  a  matter  of  uncertainty*  When  it  is 
considered,  that,  for  seven  centuries,  these 
military  friars  were  regarded  as  one  of  the 
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chief  bulwarks  of  Christendom  against  the 
progress  of  the  Mohammedan  arms,  and 
that  their  annals  embrace  a  series  of  chi- 
valrous exploits,  unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  any  other  sovereignty,  there  is  surely 
room  for  hope,  that  an  attempt  to  revive 
the  memory  of  their  institution  will  not 
prove  altogether  unacceptable. 

As  the  Order  of  the  Knights^Hospffal- 
lers  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem-^for  snchwaa 
the  original  title  of  the  Institution,  though* 
better  known,  in  modem  times,  as  the  Order 
of  Rhodes  and  Malta«-wa8  cradled  and  fom^ 
t^ed  by  the  crusades,  it  was  indispensable' 
that  the  following  narrative  should  embraoe 
a  regular  detail  of  these  memorable  expe^ 
ditions.  But  as  several  able  and  compre*' 
bensive  works  on  the  Crusades  have*  lately 
been  offered  to  the  public,  particularly  those- 
of  Mills  and  Stubbing,  the  author  conoer^ec^ 
It  incumbent  on  him  to  treat  that  part  of 
his  subject  very  briefly,  and  to  devote  the 
greater  portion  of  his  book  to  the  subse- 
quent vicis^tudes  of  the  Order. 

In  offering  to  the  PuUic  an  bistorieal 
sketch  of  the  achievements  of  the  soldier- 
monks  of  Saint  John,  it  is  almodt  nee^ss  to> 
say,  that  the  voluminous  annals  of  the  Order,' 
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eompited  by  the  Abbe  Vertot,  and  the  mate- 
rials furnished,  in  later  times,  by  the  Che- 
valier Boisgelin,  are  the  standard  authori- 
ties upon  which,  it  is  framed.  The  former 
having  fallen  into  occasional  inaccuracies  in 
point  of  dateS)  and  being  at  the  same  time 
more  fervent  in  his  style  than  historical  com- 
position Strictly  warrants,  is  generally  re- 
gained as  more  amusing  than  correct;  and 
such  is  the  character  which  Gibbon,  who  has, 
notwithstanding,  drawn  largely  on  him,  gives 
his  history.  It  is,  moreover,  on  record  against 
hisiy  that,  after  he  had  sent  his  book  to  press, 
he  was  ofPered  some  additional  information 
regarding  the  great  siege  of  Malta ;  but  de- 
clined it,  with  a  churlish  remark,  that  his 
si^e  was  finished.  But  Boisgelin,  who  had 
access  to  the  archives  of  the  Order,  while 
he  corrects  Vertot  on  many  points,  bears 
testimony  to  the  general  veracity  of  his  work,, 
and  attribu^s  his  refusal  of  the  proffered 
informaticm  to  the  knowledge,  that  itcom*. 
pris^inQthing  more  than  unauthenticaited 
anecdotes  of  particular  knights  whom  their  la- 
milies  yreve  anxious  to  immortalize.  Yertot 
bring£(  down  the  history  of  .the  Order  only^ 
to  the  beginning  of  lastcei^tury;  while  Bois- 
geUn»  passing  over  the  Crusades,^  and  the 
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residence  of  the  Knights  in  Rhodes,  con.* 
fines  himself  solely  to  their  sojourn  in  Mal- 
ta.    Thus,  neither  of  these,  the  only  popu- 
lar histories  of  the  Order  extant,  are  com- 
{dete ;  and  the  present  is  the  first  attempt 
to  arrange  in  a  regular  narration  the  ex- 
ploits of  the  Knights,  from  their  institution, 
in  1099,  to  their  political  extinction  in  1800. 
In  addition  to  the  two  authors  above  named, 
many  other  works  of  high  authority,  and, 
among   them,    those  of  KnoUes,    Fuller, 
Hakluyt,  Gibbon,  Savary,  Pococke,  Frois- 
satt,  Brydone,  MiUis,  Hallam,  and  Sonnini, 
have  been  carefully  consulted. 

The  author  has  only  to  add,  that  he  did 
not  take  up  the  pen  till  aftef  much  laborious 
study ;  and  that  he  was  -stimulated  to  his 
task  by  a  sincere  admiration  of  the  many 
noble  and  heroic  actions  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  record^ — an  admiration  wbkli  ha^ 
perh^s  occasionally  given  his  language  too 
ambitious'  a  tone.  AU  that  he  desires  is, 
diat  his  attempt  to  unite  the  broken  links  of 
a  very  brilliant  and  extraordinary  ebain  of 
hiaftorical  facts  may  be  tcderated,  until  some 
alder  hand  shall  effect  their  perfect  and  in- 
destructible union. 

Edikbubcs,  J}eeember  IBOO. 
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CHAPTER  L 


Decline  of0ke  Roman  Power — Mbhammed  and  Am  SvcceS' 
,  «ori — Fmmdaiumrrftke  SbmpUat  tfSauUJbkn  ofjen^^ 
,  Mdem^Tka  TurkMuuu^PeUr  the  BarmUr-Tke  FhrU^ 
Crusade — Conquest  (tf  Nice  and  Aniioch — Conquest  of 
'  Jerutalem-^^Ferocity  of  the  Conqueror^-*  Chdfrey  of  Bom^ 
'  iXUm  deefed  JBSng* 

The  \dcissitadds  idiibh  prdgmxiticitted  the  fiUl  ol 
ibe  Bysantme  Caraars,  nffiK  among  tlie  most  impre»' 
aive  and  aflSecdng  lessons  'which  we  annals  of  man<- 
kind '  embrace.  Rome  Bad  lemained  for  centuriee 
the  mistress  of  ^e  woild;  her  eagles^  evervwhrae 
tiotorknis,  had  been  intenlipted  in*  their  fli^t  only* 
by  the  sands  of  Mauntaniay  the  Steppes  of  Taitaryy 
and  the  waves  of  the  Deucaledonian  Sea ;  and  it  was 
only  when  she  had  nothing  more  to'  conquer  that  her 
v%our  began  to  decline.     The  division  of  the  Em- 

r  by  the  effeminate  sons  of  the  great  Hieodosnts, 
last  mkr.  <A  the  whole  RcHtnan  worl^  was  a  &kal' 
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blow  to  its  strength.  For  a  short  ^ace  longer  the 
western  portion  continued  to  present  a  cnuuhling 
barrier  to  the  advance  of  the  barbarians  of  central 
Germany ;  but  at  last  the  formidable  Alaric,  at  the 
head  of  a  whole  nation,  burst  over  the  frontier,  ancE 
dashed  into  fragments  the  structure  of  a  thousaikd 
years,  (a.  p.  409.)  Sixty-seven  years  afrerwatds,  the 
spectre  of  imperial  dignity  which  that*  warlike.  Groth 
pennitted  to  remain  undethroned,  vanished  be£oire1^ 
fierce  Odoaeer  and  his  hyperborean  bands ;  and  the 
last  Emperor  of  the  West  voluntarily  became  the 
active,  of  tjh^  ileruli9n  leader^  and  Uid  down  hia 
crown  at  his  feet.  * 

The  Eastern  empire<»  though  equally  cursed  with  a 
succession  of  sbthful  and  feeble-minded  princes,  con- 
tinued to  hold  together  for  several  centuries,  support- 
ed rather,  by  the  memory  of  its  departed  greahiess, 
than  by  actual  strength.  A  latent  vigour  iiideed  lio* . 
gered  at  the  core ;  but  the  extremities  were  pandyzed, 
and  ready  to  drop  away*  Idle  pageants  and  voloptur- 
ous  enjoyments  emasculated  uie  imperial  d(ispots, 
who  lefr  their  power  to  be  usifrpe^.  by  v^pal  poia^ 
sites,  and  their  frontiers  to  be  defended  by  hinslii^ 
^ifTords.  T!hpe&  fymeos  CifeaiatSf  the  kingSiof  the 
world,  were  no  l^n^  to  be  fQimd  under  d»^  is^pi^rial 
pvuple..  Their,  c^g^nerate  rept^sentiativ^.  r«(bsiafid 
nothing  of  th^^  inqji^sty  qt  ih^ir  valoiu'^  save  the  dia- 
dem that  <^^w^<(d>^em ;  apd^  like  luxwous  dostfirds^ 
sought  to  hide,  V9der  the  vain  trs^pings  of  imperial 
yddtt  their  pi^aOajoimousdc^hasement.  Thetriimpha 
of  3elisarips,  thie  &mous  general  of  J^iniwi,  <sa9t  & 
transit  radiance  oyer  that  Emperor's  re^^  but^ 
thot^h  he  {terdy  ref^U^ed  Italy  tp  the  Borneo  apv»tuim, 
md  br<H^ht  its  Gotho-Gennan  king  in  chains  .to  :t2ier 
&ot  of  tji^  9pantine  tkacfa^  tbit  QQu9lry  mm  A0idj: 
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aftenratcb  overwhelmed -by  the  tide  of  Lombard  in- 
vasion, and  for  ever  separated  from  the  imperial  sway. 
Rome  *  itself,  indeed,  and  part  of  the  eastern  coast, 
were  exempted  from  subjugation ;  but  even  there  the 
iinpeidal  authority  gradually  declined,  and  the  papal 
power  rose  on  its  ruins. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century,  the  Eu- 
pfasates  was  still  the  Asiatic  boundary  of  the  Eastern 
empire,  which  stretched  southward  as  &r  «s  the  Arar 
bian  <8a&ds.  But  every  province  was  npe  for  insurrec- 
tion ;  and  when  Heradius  succeeded  to  the  diadem, 
he  found  the  Persians  inasters  of  Syria  and  Palestine; 
H^:ad[ius  was  one  of  the  few  princes  who,  in  the  lat- 
ter days  of  Roman  glory,  proved  himself  worthy  of 
the  crown  he  wore ;  and,  after  surmounting  many 
dangers,  he  had  the  triumph  of  partially  reviving  the 
^eodour  of  the  empiie,"  by  earryjng  off  the  victors 
wreath  in  -a  series  of  sanguinary  ean^^s.  Under 
this  heroic  emperori  the  Rom^n  eagles  were  unfurl- 
ed beyond  the  Tigris,  9nd  partially  subjugated  the 
Ajttynan  plains.  It  was  at  thid  juncture,  when  the 
Roman  a)id  the  Persian  were  competing  in  mortal 
strife,  that  the  wilds  of  Arabia  $enX  forth  one  of  those 
^anbitious  a^d  restless  men,  whj^m  Proyidence  seema 
to*  have  specially  appointed  to  scourge  nations  and 
humUe  k^igs,  a^d  whose  suocesscns  not  only  wrest- 
ed :the  richest  of  the  Asiatic  provinces  from  the  Ro- 
man dominioQf,  bi:^  ultimatdy  buried  that  empire 
in  its  own  ruincu 

TW  man  wa$  Moh^iomied,  the  most  crafty  and 
most  succ^asf^t  impostor  t|i9t  ever  assailed  the  fisnth 
gf  Christ.  He  was  bom  About  the  end  of  the  sixth 
century,  at  Mecca,  in  Stony  Arabia,  and  as  a  Ko- 
xeishite,  descended-  from  {Cedar  the  son  of  I^miaelv 
was  e8teeme4  to  be  of  the  pJroge^y  of  Abraham.  His 
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paiaitS)  tdio  were  idolators  ist  common  with-  all  their 
tribe^.  left  him  an  ozphan  at  an  eaiij  age>  and  he  rose 
to  manhood  rnider  the  protection  of  Aboo  Taleeb 
his  uncle,  who  instructed  him  in  the  rude  pfincipileB 
of  commerce)  aathen  carried  on  in  the  East*  Anep* 
wards  he  entered  the  service  of  a  rich  widow  named 
Khadijahy  who  first  made  him  her  &ctor,  and  then 
bestowed  on  him  her  hand  and  her  whole  wealth.  His 
Hiamage  with  Khadijah,  stimulating  an 'inordinately 
ambitious  and  subtile  mind,  gave  birth  to  that  gi- 
gantic scheme  of  imposture  which  subsequently  spread 
bloodshed  and  error  over  the  East  Arabia  was  at 
that  time  peopled  by  tribes  professing  a  great  diver-' 
sity  of  creeds.  Idolators,  Jews,  Christians,  and  Schis- 
matics, dwelt  in  promiscuous  community ;  and  the 
acute  mind  of  Mohammed  quiddy  perc»ved  how 
easily  a  new  religion,  might  l>e  introduoed.  Hitherto 
he  had  led  a  voluptuojos  yet  not  disreputable  life ;  but, 
dl  at  once,  he  affected  to  become  a  strict  penitent,  and 
retired  to  a  cave  in  Mo|mt  Hira,  a  hill  near  Mecca, 
when,  under  the  guise  of  great  austerity,  he  revolv- 
ed and  perfected  the  g^antic  project  with  which  his 
brain  was  pregnant.^  Having  brought  it  to  maturity, 
he  a&cted  to  make  a  confidant  of  his  wi^  by  de- 
dazing  to  her,  that,  through  the  ministrations  of  the 
angel  Gabriel,  he  had  been  £ivoured  with  special  i^ 
vdations  from  heaven.  Fits  of  entrancement,  to  which 
he  i^ected  to  be  sulijectr  were  described  by  him  as  divine 
extades,  arising  firom  the  presence  of  the  celestial  me»- 
senger,  and  wete  regarded  by  his  credulous  wife  as 
incontrovertible  prodb  of  the  truth  of  his  affirma- 
tiona.  Khadijah  was  enjoined  to  secrecy;  but  he 
relied  on  her  natural  Vanity  betraying  her  into  di9- 
dosuroB  which  would  noise  his  ume  fitr  and  wide. 
As  he  aaticipatedy.  in  the  pride  of  her  heart,  she 


.       ,  .  '     nr71l»Mll  tlwt   Mn^' 


»ily  iWirf  in  xtitir  i 
n  iticmft  Oft  it  portum*  d 
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This  flight  IS  the  memorable  Hcjira  of  Mohttnmed-' 
an  dironology ;  and  the  first  year  of  the  Moslem  eni 
eonresponds  with  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  o&-* 
TOith  century,  (a.  d.  622.) 

His  proscription  by  the  magistrates  of  Mecca,  eon- 
vineed  the  £ilse  prophet  that  eloquence  alone  would 
never  disseminate  nis  doctrines  ^th  the  rapidity 
which  he  contem^ated ;  and  he  finally  resolved  that 
the  sword  ^ould  aid  their  propagation.  He  inlbniH 
ed  his  disciples  that  his  ministering  angel  had  brought 
him  a  scimitar  from  heaven,  with  injunctions  to  em^ 
ploy  it  for  the  subjugation  of  his  enemies^  and  that, 
in  obedience  to  this  divine  message,  he  was  prepared 
to  draw  it  boldly  with  a  persecutor's  hand«  No  re* 
aolutipn  could  have  been  in  stricter  unison  with  d» 
peculiar  spirit  which  distinguished  the  Arabian  tribes. 
Addicted  to  predatory  waifiure,  they  flodced  to  hia 
itandard  in  thousands;  and,  from  the  insignificant 
leader  of  a  horde  of  desert-robbers,  who  at  first  trem- 
bled to  attack  a  defmiceless  caravan,  he  gradually  aiv 
quired  the  £ane  and  dignity  of  a  powerful  militarjr 
AieL  Mecca  was  one  of  the  first  places  ^lat  con* 
fessed  the  supremacy  of  his  arms ;  and  in  die  couioe 
of  time,  he  made  himself  master  of  all  the  prindiial 
cities  and  strongholds  of  Arabia. 

These  conquests  were  not  achieved  without  the 
cooperation  <»  several  lieutenants— all  of  them  men 
of  talents  and  bravery.  These  were,  Abubeker,  his 
frither-in-law ;  Ali,  his  cousin  and  scm-in-kw ;  and 
,Omar  and  Othmao — all  of  ^om  had  been  among 
his  first  converts,  and  were  fimatically  devoted  to  his 
creed*  In  the  space  of  three-and-twenty  years-^ 
.flame  historians  say  ten — all  Arabia  submitted  to  hk 
yoke,  and  recognised  the  divinity  of  his  law. 

It  was  the  implied  wish  of  Mohammed  that  AG, 
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e  lllltituuid  of  IilH  Jaiipliter  Fatiinu,  nlinAlcl  t 
Ti  K8  Cuuinuuider  of  the  Kaitliful :  "  but  A 

"  BaysUic  chrmiicW,  •  "  iknt  l!ie  liin  wtJiw 
le  most  ali8oluie  princes  art  geiti'mlly  1>uri«d^ 
U  gmvGs.  "     Omar  viA  Otlnniui  gnvc  their  iMifT' 
Bi&vour  of  AbubcJccr,  the  btlier  of  Ayeslin,  Mot 
"h   laVoUnt«   wile,  wLo  was  aa  ulder 
;  and,  through  their  intlueiieei  lie  wiut  aiiimirt 
•  K»lil4t« — fltt  election  yiWuih  aftcrwanltf  gare  B 
t  violvnt  Rclii>nn«  and  fiui|piitiary  wsra  re 
iWLTH  i}f  die   urophvt.      AttiiuliHl   hj  B 
I  anil  qu«nctilcs8  thinat  tin  blood,  thv  succrw 
f  the  arali-inlposlor — wlia  H^AirAeil  thi?  tide 
uf  tlio  Priijihct — rliadi'  lliejr  tn! 
■ut  the  creod  i>f  which  ihey  pioried  in  being  the  jiH 
olon,  l«^  pace  togetlicr.      Arnhia   mibjiigo  ' 
V  invniloii  Palestine  onJ   Sytin,  took  J«n, 
Dimssnu*,  anil  Aiit.ifM:}i,  Hubiluetl  Eg)-]rt,  Nubra 
rcliy,  and  liMcndcd  dn-ii  domiai 
T  Media,   Mt!3opi>tHi[iia,  and  Khora^non.      " 
AtDtTurJi  uf  the  L;'biui  desert  wirn>  ilf^lji'd  by  tlA 
[le  vrhi;le  of  northern  AJriea 
,..ib;iitv  ..(  thflr  un..' 


W.llK«d  ht^onil  (ill-  f';!l/u'.-.T>l'}kn.'iiii-K,  uii<t  I 

w  eiupiru  tin  tlie  niuin  uf  the  Giithic  a 

Ay  nf  Spuiu ;  otid,  Init  &it  the  vulour  t>f  Chi 

Muncl,  ttie  PyrcDcen  ihettiwlvUN  wiiiilii  liavu  ti 

A  but  ulcdblr  horricc  to  tliolrdominutiuD.     i: 

r  lh«  Cliri*tiiui  world — tlie  whole  uf  mhich  i 
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tfazsatened^tvith  their  chaiiiB— -lilie  bond  of  tOaiam 
which  rendered  these  barbarians-  so  formidable  w^ 
of  ^ort  endonmce.  *  The  8iq»eme  audiprity  be^ 
came  a  fertile  sobject  of  oootest ;  and  the  inteatine 
struggles  that  followed,  left  theosi  neither  kisore  nor 
|>ower  to  prosecute,  distant  warjb  Each  dMef  aasoni^ 
ed  a  regu  tide  in  his  own  provinee  $•  and.  at  VBaeu$ 
times  the  Moslem  world  .was  Ciaaed  with  no  lesft  than 
five  Kali^  all  pret^ding  to  be  the  legitimate  8m> 
oessors  of  the  prc^^iet,  and  the  yencijous  iQlei|)Mt«ra 
of  his  creed* 

The  conquest  of  Jerusalem  by  these,  harbariang 
filled  CbistaidpEi  with  lamentation  and  ..dismay* 
For  nearly  tbfee  Gapturiesy  the  <C|OSSy  protected  by 
£tie  Chrisdan;empe;i:ai^  of  Bfmt^n^  H^  ^eamei 
finnly  plantted  on  its  tpwers,  and  the .  wocshi^paB  of 
the  Rede^fmer  l^elt  i^  oonsepnted.  ^lenp^iles.biiilfraii 
the  ruin^  of  hei^hen  Bhrii)e&  Frcxnthe  time  oiCoor 
stantine  ihe  Great,  both  die.Qreek  and.La&i  Christ 
tians  l^d  made  Jema^lem  their  &ironrite  plaoe  et 
lulgnmage^.  and  onulated  each  otjb^  in  a  devout 
anxiety  $p  obtam  rmi^  of  their  sins  at  their  Sa^ 
•four's  tomb*  Prior  to  the  captfure  of  the  fioif 
.City  by  the  Mohajrmnedanfly  the  ac^esis  to  it  had  been 
oompu^vdy  easy.;  bat  the  Infidels^  .tiu>i4gk  'their 
professed  to  rever^cqChij^  as  a  pr^het,  scsnqM 
not  to  iippose  4  tnbute  ^m  the.vptaiies  who  fioeked* 
to  his  sepukhxe.;  vdiife  the  eonftant  ^fltru^le^  h^t 
tween  the  KaU£a  of  Bqgdad  imd  J^gypt  for  iIm^  |k»» 
vetdgniypf  Judea,  revered  the  pikmnage  wtimi. 
.dating  a^d  dang;»eq&  Christian  turn,  hsm^vet^  was 
rather  &med  than  smothered,  by  .qipressioK^  ami  p^ 
nL  A  ,supei8titiQua.  belief  preyed  tfexj^i^gfacnsit 
Christendom,  in  the  t«ith  century,  that  the  reign-  of 
Antichtiat  was-at  kaid,..  and  the.airdHi]gd;ab<wl  to 
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Wmul  hiswrnhli!  tranifMt ;  anil,  nutwitluitauilinjr  ■ 
'  (Imll  to  whiuh  liie  Huly  City  wiu  lulntcMI 
o(  palmers  continoi^d  to  visil  it  Inim  %ha  m 
ttrics  of  the  Wr.%     ThtM  jiilgrumi 
DUlf  (Hill  Icatlicni  flcrip ;  mill  wiicn 
uu  tKuir  disC&ot  and  li>iIsomo  jonmiT', 
itnd  kiiidrDd  luJJowvil  iheir  ilopiu-lun) 

id  It-ara,     It  vim  nut  umiiual  far  ll 
back  to  their  haioet  uniic  nf  i!ic  duj 
MUl  iKe  amrcd  palin-liaDgli  nith  nhich  d 
ided  tiiiiwelf  nt  Jeniaalcm,  luid  troni  nhirh  tl 
'  wan  derived,  vas  sus[»<aAi'il  ovut  d 
k-pansIi-L'liiuuh  an  a  uibiu  »iid  Iiuiiu 
fcveral  Kaliii  grauttui  ihuir  Gpeciu!  p 
^  .{lilgrtian,  and  eimired  tlicm  uv»iii 
'  I  (mils ;    Iiut  in  tlic   IniaeoCyi 
i^lStvikges   raoio   l.o   he  abrogatoi^ 

1   u   violent    diiitriii^   <li«nule 
d  llie  Gtaek  oiid  I^cb  CiiriiLuins 

.  ibu   devotees  from  ^ 
it  ex(i:edi[iely  difiiLiiIt  h 
th,  in  tbe  middle  ot'tho  chii 
«Jbdi&ii  meroliuiU,  i 

iu  tlur  kiiigdoia 

d  tlie  inhuuiaiiiiy  oi  bt 

I'Undwliink  to  proviM  m^ 
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of  receptioin  for  pdgiims  of  both  aezes,  were  eroded 
in  the  same  quarter,  and  placed  under  the  protectioaaf 
Saint  John  the  Ahnoner  *  and  Saint  Mary  Magdaletw 
Several  pions  pilgrims,  abandoning  the  idea  of  fe* 
turning  to  their,  native  country,  devoted  themsehea 
in  these  establii^ments  to  the  service  of  the  destatule 
and  sickly  wanderers  who  were  continually  atoriviag 
£com  the  West.  The  expenses  of  the  Hospitals  weee 
defrayed  chiefly  by  alma  annually  collected  in  Italy 
by  the  benevolent  founders ;  and  all  Latin  pilgrude 
were  sheltered,  and.  relieved,  without  distinction  df 
nadon  or  condition.  Those  whom  roblmrs  had  pkm** 
doed  were  redothed ;  those  whom  disease .  had  ^d»^ 
failitated  were  tended  with  eildll  and  tenderness ;  and 
those  who  died  were  buried  with  Christian  itteeL 
The  Hoi^ital  of  the  Almoner  was'the  cradle  o£  tfcis 
illustrious  oonjfirateniity  whose  achievements  we  aie 
about  to  indite,  and  wno,  as  Knights  of  Saint  John, 
of  Rhodes,  and  of  Malta,  continued  to  be,  £>r  sevm 
centuries,  the  sword  end  buckler  of  Christ^tidQiQ  in 
Paynim  war. 

-  The  Lathis  had  enjoyed  the  security  and  oomfeit 
of  this  humane  institution  scarcely  seveateett  yeaoni^ 
nidwn  a  new  enemy  burst  into  Palestine.  The  Tuiko* 
power&l  barbarian  nation,  originally  fiom 


.  *  This  Saint  Johm  was  neither  the  ETanfdist  nor  the  B14K 
tist,  Init  a  certain  Cypriot,  surnamed  the  Charitable,  who  had 
been  Patriarch  of  Alexandria. — ffallam's  Middle  Ages,  voL  L 
p.  64.  inthe  w^entb  eentury,  when  Jerusalem  first  fm  into 
the  hands  of  the  Saracens,  he  sent  moneyand  jtwmamg  to  tfae 
ftfllintprf  Oiristians,  snd  supplied  such  as  fled  into  Egypt*-— 
Sutler's  lAves  of  the  Saitds,  vol  i.  p.  274,  ed.  1812.  Sul>. 
sequently,  when  the  order  became  military,  the  knights  r&- 
aonnoed  the  patronage  of  the  Afanoner,  and  placed  themselv^ 
tinder  the  more  august  tutelage  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist.  ■» 
J^f  Bi9t.  o/the  Cru§ade9,  v.  i.  p.  847. 
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tK«  wild  regions  bejond  the  Caspian,  after  having 
made  themselves  mseters  of  all  the  countries  border* 
ing  on  the  Euphrates,  suddenly  extended  their  oon- 
quests  towards  the  west.     In  the  course  of  their  8D« 
jouin  in  Persia  and  Mesopotamia,  several  of  these 
fierce  tribes  had  become  proselytes  to.  the  Mohanv- 
medan  &ith.     Thiee  renowned-  chie&  led  them  to 
victory^  all  of  whom  were  descended  from  Seljook^  A 
finnous  warrior,  whose  name  the  whole  race  gloried 
in  as  a  national  boast.     Hie  most  distingui^ed  of 
diese  leaders  was  Togrul^beg,  who,  in  1055,  madt 
himself  master  of  Bagdad,  and  overturned  the  throne 
of  the  Arabian  :Kalis.     He  was  a  brave  and  noUe* 
hearted  barbarkiiny  who  adored  valour  in  battle  as  the 
first  of  virtues^;   and  his  nation,  accordingly,  kv^ 
reoc^  him  as  a  hero.     His  cousin,  Ja&ar-b^,  was 
chief  of  the  second  branch,  and  subjugated  the  conn- 
tries  adjacent  to  the  Persian  Sea ;  while  Cultimissis, 
aho(ker  kinsman,  wiio  might  be  said  to  command  the 
vanguard  of  these  irresistible  hordes,  ravaged  nearly 
the  whole  of  Anatolia,  and  chose  the  city  of  Iconitim 
ht  his  capital.     Tc^rul  died  without  issue,  about 
the  ye«r  1063;  but  Alp  Arsian,  his  nephew  and 
soecessor^  inh^ited  his  valour,  and  not  only  gained 
a 'Signal  victory  over  the  Greeks  on  their  Asiatk; 
frontier,  but  took  their  emperor,  Romanus  Diogenes, 
o^ve.     Malek  Shah,  the  son  of  Alp  Arsian,  was 
the  most  puissant  prince  of  the  Seljookian  race ;  and 
it  was  his  lieutenants  who,  in  1065,  chased  the  Sa- 
nieens  out  o£  Jerusalem,  and  massara^  ^e  Egyptian 
garrison.    The  barbarities  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Holy  City  were  too  terrible  to  be  told.     Ma^. 
m^  were  put  to  die  sword—- the  hospital  of  Saint  John 
was  de^oiled — and  even  the  Holy  Sepulchre  itself 
would  have  been  subjected  to  llie  foulest  sacrilege, 
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had  not  aTorice  sn^ested  its  preservation.  The  coii'- 
querors  augmentedt^e  tribute  exacted  frcxn  the  Chria- 
tian  pilgrims,  and  many,  unable  to  discharge  i^  pe* 
xiflhed  at  the  very  gates,  without  the  solace  of  having 
seen  the  hallowed  crypt  which  tkey  had  joumied  so 
£y:  to  behold.  Those  yiho  had  the  fortune  to  sur- 
vive Ae  perils  of  the  pilgrimage,  carried  back  to  Eu- 
rope lamentable  reports  of  the  cruelties  and  opprea- 
aions  ta.T^ich  Christians  were  exposed,  and. of  ^e 
pofiiition  which  had  &llen  on  the  places  sanctified  by 
the  acts, and  death  of  Christ.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  these  pious  incendiaries  kindled  a  fiome  through- 
out Europe,  which  oceans  of  blood,  spilt  in  the  course 
of  several  centuries  of  ferocious  wax&re,  could  scarce- 
ly extingmfh.  At  the  name  of  Palestine,  eVery 
Christian  warrior  giaq>ed  his  .lance ;  and  a  chief  of 
lenown  ialone  was  waited  to  lead  the  braver  hal^  of 
^Christendom  to  its  redemption.  * 

At  length,  Peter,  a  poor  ascetic,  sumamed  the 
Hermit,  who  had  emaciated  his  body,  and  ii^honed 
his  fency  by  abstinence  and  austere  seclusion,  ap- 
j^bed  himself  to  accomplish  an  enterprise,  which  the 
most  puissant  princes  dared  not  undertake.  This 
enthusiast,  who  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  had 
personally  experienced  the  indignities  wfairii  the  un- 
believers delisted  to  inflict  on  the  wayworn  Ohris- 
tiaas  who  thronged  to  the  Holy  City ;  and,  fortiied 
by  recommendatory. letters  from  Simeon,  the  Greek 
Patriarch  of  Jerusalem,  a  prelate  of  honourable  re* 
putation,  and  Grerard,  rector  of  the  Hospital  of  Saint 
John,  *  he  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  Pope  Urban 
the  Second,  who  then  occupied  the  Papal  chair^  and 
adjured  him  to  touse  the  Princes  of  the  West  to  ibe 
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delireranee  of  the  heritage  of  Christ.  '  The  humane 
and  genuinely  pious  heart  ei  Urban  was  greatly  trou- 
bled by  the  Hermit's  moving  narration ;  but  policy 
forbade  him  giving  a  positive  pledge  that  he  woidd 
encoufBge  a  project  ot  sueh  magnitude,  until  he  had 
ascertained  the  sentiments  of  the  various  potentatesy 
whose  co-opneration  wa»  indispensaUe  towards  &rm- 
ing  an  effective  lei^e^  Nevertlieless,  he  greatly  com^ 
meiidcd  the  suppHant's  sseal,  and  exhorted  him  in  the 
meanwhile  to  traverte  Christendom  as  -  his  apostle, 
and  endesvour  to  stir  up  the  Princes  of  the*  West  to 
vengeance.  Fortified  l^  diis  injunction,  and  stead- 
&stiy  devoted  to  his  purpose,  the  holy  man,-  or  ^  ao> 
oompliflhed  &natic,''  as  an  eminent  historian-*  has  de« 
nominated  him,  departed  on  his  mission,  and  Eu-^ 
rope  soon  vesounded  with  Ins  pious  clamour. 

In  less  than  a  year,  ihe  orations  of  the  Hezmity- 

who  excelled  in  simulating  the  oithusiasm  of  the 

tinie%  were  crowned  witli  'signal  success.     He  was,' 

says  a  popular  historimi,  -j*  ^'  a  litde  low  havd^&cvoured 

fellow,  and  therefore,  in  tfiow,  more  to  be  eont^nned 

thm*  feared ;  yet,  under  such  simple  a&d  homely  fe»» 

tuie  lay  unregarded  a  m«»st  subtil^  sharp,  and  pim- 

dnp  wit,  frau^t  mtk  discretion  and  sound-judgment, 

stilT  applying  *  to  some  use  what-  he  had  in  lus  loi^ 

and  pamiul  travel  most  curiously  observed^*'     The 

oppresaions  and  -po&iationsr  that  wei«  his^  theme-*- 

ms  long  uncouth  beard*— ^his  naked  feet — his  extreme 

abstinence— And  his  austere  and  holy  life;,  won  for 

him  the  xeveremie  of  a  saint,  end  the  &me  'of  a  pro* 

phet ;  and  prince  and  peasant  aHke  burned  with  pious 

in^atience  to  hast^i  to  the  £a6t»  and  deliver  Pale^^ 

tiiie  from  the  unbelieving  race.     In  the  interim,  the 

♦  Gibbon.  f  KaoDep. 
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Pope hsA been  eaooamged  by  Bohaaaiid,  Fnooe'oi 
Tar^itamy  to  direct  the  martial  energies  of  Europe^ 
in  iicc(»'danoe  with  the  Hermit's  prayer;  and  on' 
loaming  the  effect  of  his  prelections,  he  opexdy  avow^ 
$d  his  resolution  to  espouse  the  crusade. .  For  thJa 
porpose,  he  decreed  the  assembly  of  two  grand  conn- 
cQfr-— the  one  at  Flacentia  in  Italy,  the  other  at  Cler- 
mont in  Auvergne.  He  honoured  both  of  these  asu-^ 
gust  meetings  with  his  presence^  and  personally  ex-» 
horted  the  enthusiastic  multitudes  who  ccnnpoosd 
them,  to  join  in  a  league  for  the  expulsion  of  the  In* 
fidds  from  the  country  of  Christ.  At  Ciermont» 
where  the  whole  chivalry  of  France  were  congregated^ 
the  assembly  answered  his  pathetic  and  forcible  ad- 
dreasB,  by  shoitfingy  ^'  God  wills  it  I  God  wills  it  I"  * 
words  whidi  were  afterwards  used  by  the  crusadeis  a^ 
a  battle«<3y  on  many  a  hard  contested-fiekL 

The  ecclesiastics^  who  assisted  at  these  coundis^ 
rationed  to  their  dioceses  inflamed  wi^  the  theme* 
which  the  head  of  Ae  church  had  dius  publicly  i»^ 
OQUunended ;  and,  at.  their  call,  men  of  every  (feme 
hastened  to  enrol  themselves  under  the  banner  of  the 
Cross.     '^  There  was  no  nation  so  remote,^'  says 
WiOiam  of  Malmsbury,  in  coarse  but  forcible  kn^ 
goage,  ^*  no  people  so  retired,  as  did  not  respond  tOt 
the  Papal  wishes.     The  Welshman  left  his  hunting 
•r-4he  Scot  his  feUowsh^  with  vermin^--the  Dane  hiSi 
drmking  party— ^^he  Norwegian  his  raw  6sh."-~*'  Nei- 
ther, surely,"  adds  another  histonan^f  ^^  dij^  tha 
Irishmens'  feet  stick  in  their  bogs,  thoi^h  we  imd 
no  particular  mention  of  their  aictnevementa,"     All 
weie  more  or  kssiactuated  by  a  generoun  mi  noble  im* 

M  ■ 

•  «Densvwlt!  Dcggvult!"  Robertm Moaachai. 
t  Vdkr,  Hist,  oCtbe  Holy  War,  B.  i*  o.  19. 
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iBsascirlike  Iwnm,'  and,  fdicing'  bu  dhofe  fmScy 
m  »  waggcm,^  jotUBiediaiioiitented'igdaiittiefrt^^ 
die  Holy  Cityy  ^viiMh  kis  dnidren  £uicied  diey  des- 
cried in  every  town  <tt  feilresB  liiaft  rose  before  them. 
Had  not  a  lew  bodias  «f  legtdar  troops,  commanded, 
l^  cfaie£}  of  renown^  waldied  over  the  safety  of  tUs 
n^ity  iabb]%  it  moold  have  been  acaltered  at  the 
very  outset. 

(  Under  the  guidanoe  oi  d»  Hemit^  and  his  lieii- 
tenonty  Waller  Sensaviery  munstnedthe  Moneyleo^a 
brave  and  nobly  bom,  bat  needy  soldi^,  about  a 
third  part  of  these  devoted  men,  whose  st^s  were 
dofldy  tnuked  by  other  herds,  not  a  whit  better  pv»* 
pared  to^oope  ^th  the  barbarian  chlvahy  agauiat, 
adioa  they  were  aoeagerto  dash  themsdves)  readied 
Gonatantini^le*  <  Rapine^  prostitation,  and  inteaqie- 
lanee,  had  marked  their  march ;  and  the*  morasses  and 
fsraste  of  Hnnsary  and  Bulgaria  were  whitened  ^nth 
the  bones  of  wose  whom  oie  enraged'  nalavee  im- 
moiaied  at  the  shrke  of  vengeance^  -  Alesiiis,  the 
Gaeek  Emperor,  ^thooj^  .fevewamed  of  their  disor- 
der inroad,*  leoeived  them  wilik  an  iqppeaiaace  of 
fiieinly  conxteayi  but  the  depiedations,  wUdi  they 
acrupled  not.  to  commit  in  dK  viemage  of  htaaajikai) 
tmpdled  ham  to  expedite  Adr  ^passage  ^to  Aboa  by 
a  series  of  fidlaoknia  M^nesentationa.  A  conveni- 
ent station  waa  assigned  liitm  on  the-Adatie dde  of 
the  Bosphonis,  whoei  the  Heemity  disgusted  by  their 
atrocities,  abandoned  them*  For  a  time,  Wdter,  his 
lieutenant,  vdio^  thoi]^  apoov  man,  wanted  nether 
the  courage  nor  the  experienee  of  a  soldier^  ^ndaa- 
voured  to  restore  subordination,  and  restrain  their 
ampetuofiity;  butfaisaffintspiovttdof'noavaiL  De- 
edved  hj  a  report,  which  Soliman,  the  Tmkish  Sul- 
tan of  Niee,  had  propagated,  that  iheir  vanguard 
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hemaaAf  the  moft  aocampiished  kmghfc  of  the  agi  $ 
and  the  Counts  Ranulf  and  Richard,  his  cou8in% 
also  joined  their  forces  to  the  Christian  host.  So 
transported  was  Bohemond,  who  from  the  first  had. 
atrenuouaiy  advocated  the  war^  to  hear  that  Christeii* 
dom  was  in  arms,  that,  in  presence  of  a  confederate 
army  then  besieging  Amalfi,  he  tore  his  war-clpak 
into  crosses  for  himself  and  his  principal  officers^  and. 
departed  for  Constantinople  at  the  head  of  ten  thou- 
sand men.  '{- 

It  was  in  the  neighbombood  of  Constantin^e 
that  the  various  divisions  of  the  Christian  army  unit- 
ed* Godfrey  of  BomUon  directed  his  march  throij|gh 
Hungary  and  Bulgaria,  where  he  was  eacpoaed  to  ocm- 
Stent  annoyance  imd  danger,  from  the  fierce  and  war- 
like tnbes  whose  wrath  the  followers  of  the  Hermit 
had  so  inc^ortunely  kindled*  Baymond  of  Tou- 
louse, passed  throc^h  Dahnatia  and  jSclavonia,  a 
nigged  and  perilous  route ;  and  the  other  leaders  pro- 
ceeded tothe  Hellespont  by  sea,  in  Venetian,  Genoese, 
and  Pisan  vessels.  The  Greek  Emperor,  Alexiua. 
Comn^ius,-  had  made  a  ferdble  appeal  to  the  La^ 
princes  for  succour  against  ihe  Infidel,  at  the. grand 
oonvocation  at  Flacenda ;  but  the  fia^ious  outrage 
of  the  Hermit's  disciples  had  destroyed  his  confidence 
in  FranUsh  aid ;  and  it  was  with  secret  dismay^  ra- 
ther thanjoy,  that  he  bdield  this  resistless  torrent  <^ 
French,  English,  German^  and  Italian  warriors,  roU 

addiees  became*  about  ihe  year  ie66»  master  of  all  ibe  ooaatiy 
i^bieh  fimna  tbe  praeiit  kmgdom  of  Naples. 

f  Among  the  leaders  of  less  itmnm  who  engaged  in  fbkr 
croMide,  was  Gudpho,  tbe  fifith  Duke  oiXjyper  and  hofwtr  B»- 
^sria,  one  of  the  piogeuitors  of  the  iOaslxioos  fitmily  which  at 
lUm  day  ettjojrs^he  'British  tfirone.  He  died  at  Paphos,  m  Cy- 
prxm,  on  hk  letom'front  tiie  Holjr  Jjsad,  in  I101.-i-!B«rite'# 
Pmragtk 
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from  the  westward  on  liis  stard^  ct^itaL     Su^cious 
tiiat  they  might  be  tempted  to  disposses  him  ofhis  ciY^^ 
and  actuated  by  that  insidious  and  crooked  policyi 
which  ahnost  all  the  ^nperors  of  the  East  were  ao 
prone  to  mistake  for  sagacity,  he  made  the  I>uke  4e 
Vennandois  a  prisons ;  and,  dioi^  Godfrey  no  soon- 
er  descended  mto  the  plains  of  Thraoe  thaa  his  ool* 
league  was  set  atHbeity,  this  breach  of  frdth,  oombia- 
ed  with  many  other  ambiguous  proceedings,  engen- 
dered a  bitter  enmity  between  the  crusaders  and  their 
entertainers.     So  implacable  weie  these  differences, 
that  Alexius  is  chaiged  wkh  having  formed  a  horrible 
plot  to  destroy  the  whole  Christian  army ;  and  cer* 
tain  it  is,  that  a  shaip  ccwflict,  originating  from  an  ap- 
prehension of  that  nature  entertained  by  Godfrey, 
took  place  at  the  gates  of  Constantinople.     Instruct- 
ed by  this  event,  that  it  was  perilous  to  incense  the 
western  strangers,  the  Emperor  renewed  his  engage- 
ments to  support  them,  and  they  passed  the  winter 
in  the  n^hbourhood  of  his  capital.     In  this  sloth- 
ful interval,  the  Greek  monardb  won  so  &r  upon  the 
Christian  chiefs  as  to  obtain  from  all  of  them — even 
from  the  single-hearted  Godfrey-— an  oath  of  iidelity, 
and  a  solemn  but  early-violated  pledge,  that  those 
countries  which  they  reconquered  from  the  Paynim 
Ibe,  should  be  held  by  them  as  vassals  of  his  empire. 
Gilis  and  flattery,  and  promises  never  fiyfillea,  of 
sdoeours  of  men,  arms  and  provisions,    achieved 
this  victory  over  Latin  pride;  and  Alexius  was 
recognised  as  their  liege  lord*  in  a  public  assem- 
Uy  chaiBOleriied  by  all  the  pomp  and  sploidour  of 
me  Byzantine  court*     One  sturdy  Frank'  alone  pro- 
tested against  &e  degeneriAcy  en  his  companions, 
Robert  of  Paris,  seeing  Alexius  at  mute  and  im^ 
moveable  -^  Us  throne  w^  the  Lafeta  wanrieffp 


92  THE  ACHIEVEMENTS  09  ^ 

knett  befell  him,'  boldly  ascended  the  steps,  and,  pkc^ 
log  himself  by  his  side,  remaiked,  that  he  alotie,  a; 
spnple  rustic,  had  the  hardihood  to  «eat  himself  in. 
presence  of  the  chiirl  who  disdained  to  rise,  though 
so  many  Valiant  captains  were  standing  round  him«- 
Alexius^  when  informed  by  his  interpreter  of  the' 
meaning  of  the  baron's  words,  perplexed  by  his  au* 
dadty,  asked  of  him  his  name  and  birthplace^  *<  I; 
am  a  Frenchman, "  answered  Robert,  ^'^  of  the  ^ure»st^ 
and  most  ancient  nobility  dF  my  country;  tod  fur- 
ther, n^ar  the  pla^  where  I  reside,  there  is  a  spot; 
cont^ous  to  my  chtirck,  to  which  all  jperscms  fesort^ 
who  are  desirous  to  signalize  themselves  in  feats  of 
arms*  Till  an  enemy  appears,  they  address  God  be- 
fore the  altar*  In  that  church  Thave  oftoi  waited, 
but  never  yet  found  an  antagonist  who  would  accq)t 
my  defianofe. "  Alexius  turned  off  this  insult  with 
a  cold  sneer,  that  the  time  had  now  arrived  when  h& 
would  no  longer  search  for  an  enemy  in  vain*  Thisr 
bold  Frank  wits  a^rwards  slain  at  Dorylseu&i}  fi^t-: 
ing  gallantly  in  the  van  of  battle. 

With  the  arrival  of  spring,  the  Emperor  renewed 
his  pldtd  to  rid  himself  of  the  troublesome  visitors,: 
who  lingered  like  a  locust  swarm  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood  of  his  capital ;  and  at  length  the  crusaders  broke, 
up  their  encampment,  and  parsed  the  Bosphorus^,  intq 
the  .pleasant  and  fertile  plains  of  Asiaw  So  anxiou^ 
was  Alexius  to  prevent  die  possibility  of  their  return^ 
that  he  interdicted  the  barks  which  earned  them  a^ 
cross  from  bringing  any  of  them  back  again  ;  -and  by 
the  feast  of  Pentecost,  not  a  crusade  remained  on  the 
European  strand. 

The  Latins  being  thus  &ixly  flung  inlo  Asia,  mar* 
sfaalled  themsdves  gallantly  for  the  Conflicts  that  af 
jy^ted  ihe|n  ;laBd»  quitting  their  fir££  st§tiotiin^h§ 
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^nvarons  ot  Nicomedia,  passed  in  successive  divisions 
the  frontier  of  the  Greek  empire.     A  more  glorious 
army  the  sun  never  beheld.  *-  The  knights  and  their 
martial  att^idants  alone,  amoimted  to  a  hundred  thou- 
sand fighting  men,  and  the  pilgrims  able  to  bear  arms, 
to  about  fiix  hundred  thousand,  f      The  Princess 
Anna  Conmena,  the  historian  of  her  &ther's  reign, 
compares  the  myriads  that  pressed  fi)rward  to  the  war 
to  the  sands  of  the  sea  and  the  stars  of  heaven.  % 
The  knights  and  their  squires  were  mounted  on  rich- 
ly caparisoned  horses,  and  completely  sheathed  in 
gleaming  steel.-    The  former  were  Luther  armed  with 
an  iron  mace,  a  long  lance,  and  a  sword  and  buck-* 
ler ;  and  each  independent  chieftain  was  known  by 
his  banner,  his  armorial  bearings^  and  his   cry  of 
battle.     In  these  equestrian  cohcMts  lay  the  pride  and 
ttmigth  of  iJse  army.     The  in£mtry,  whose  princi- 
pal weapon  was  the  bow,  were  a  plebeian  rabble,  who, 
tliough  accustomed  to  fight  bmvely  under  the  eyes  of 
their  lie^  lords,  were  contemned  by  them  and  their 
special  attendants,  as  peasant  or  buigher  churls,  who 
tod  ISO  churn  to  the  honouraUe  name  of  soldier,  and 
eould  rasdy  or  nevo*  aspire  to  the  sword  and  spurs 
a  a  ttpue  ki^ht. 

•  The  fiist  oper jtf ion  of  this  mighty  army  was  to  invest 
Kice,  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  Turkish  kingdom 
ef  Roum^'  whidh  extended  from  the  Hellespont  to  the 
frontiers  £Kf  Syria.  Soliman,  or  Kilidge-Arslan,  the 
king  of  this  extensive  territory,  a  prince  of  the  $el- 
jobklan  race,  had  thrown  a  numerous  garrison  into  the 
tfity^  wbic^  was  strongly  fortified ;  and  the  ardour  of 
the  crusaders  was  subdued  before  a  dart  had  been  > 
huded  against  it,  by  the  spectacle  of  a  pyramid,  fonn- 

•  * 

•IfuUer,  c  W.  ^-24,    -KGiblw,  voL  ii,  p.  S3.,    t  Atedw, 
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adofibbiNMftoftheHeniiit's&iiatkathost.  Hi* 
Turkomais  mai&tained  the  fortress  with  great  hntery  ; 
but  after  a  siege  of  seven  weebr  it  eiurendeied,  mNl» 
puisw^  to  tteat^i  «a»  dMffrered  up  to  the  Gredob 
This  victory,  &r  firom  removing  the  fears  of  the  Em- 
peroT)  cmly  increased  his  dread  of  the  formidabk  tm^ 
my  ^^ch  bad  achieved  it.  He  viewed  it  as  the 
eonaineneement  of  a  series  of  conouests  -whick  threat- 
ened to  end  in  the  suljugation  of  all  Asia ;  and  se*' 
vend  historians  have  not  scrupled  to  assert,  that  a  de- 
sbe  to  inteiTupt  the  crusaders'  triumphs,  sid>8equent* 
ly  induced  him  to  become  a  traitor  to  the  Christiaii 
cause. 

The  stoim  of  Christian  steel  rolled  onward.  The 
whole  chivaliy  of  western  Europe  had  armed  finr  the 
crusade;  and,  on  the  other  bland,  all  the  warlike 
tribes  of  Asia  rose  up  to  repel  the  invasion.  Tbe 
Sultans  of  Antiocb,  Aleppo,  Bagdad,  and  Persia^ 
levied  vast  armies  to  simport  their  brother  of  leo- 
Bium ;  but  the  Latin  prmces^  eontemninj^  the  Inuv 
barian  ii^yriads  who  were  gibbering  in  toeir  fionty 
marched  boldly  forward.  At  Dory&um,  in  Fhrygia» 
after  a  sanguinary  combat,  in  winch  four  thouseoid 
Christians  were  slain  by  the  long  Tartar  bow  and 
javelin,  and  three  thousand  Paynini  captains  fell  tin- 
der the  Latin  broadsword,  crossbow  and  lance,  the 
camp  of  Soliman  was  tidcen,  and  his  army  complete- 
ly disbanded.  Hus  victory,  which  was  gained  duef- 
ly  by  the  impetuous  valour  oi  B<Aemond  of  Taren- 
tifloa,  was  IbUowed  by  the  conquest  of  most  of  the 
towns  €i  Anatolia ;  a&d,  surmounting  the  precipices 
of  Moimt  Taurus,  the  croises  at  length,  Jket  many 
hundred  miles  ot  toilsome  and  perilous  mardiing^.  dis 
scended  into  the  Syrian  plains.  Tarsus  had  previous- 
ly opened  its  gates  bcmre  the  banners  of  Taticret 
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iW  consm  o£  Bohetnaodt  and  Baldwin  tabd  bio* 
ifaer  of  the  Count  of  Bodlloiv  Baldwin  afieiw 
wacds  withdrew  from  die  aimy  with  his  adherents,  on 
a  eel&di  expedition  beyond  the  Euphrates ;  and  by 
craft,  jaither  than  valomv  seemed  to  himself  the  princi- 
pality ofEdessa  in  Mesopotamia. 

Ilie  summer  and  autumn  had  been  spent  in  tn^ 

WBodng  the  wilds  of  Leaser  Asia,  and  it  was  the  be^ 

ffiwyi^g  of  winter  before  the  Christian  army  drew  its 

jflBgaer  round  Antiochy  the  once  magnificent  capital 

<d  Syiia^  and  Atill  even  at  that  date  one  of  th« 

tturhtieat  ckies  of  the  East.    It  was  compassed  by 

a  double  wall  strengthened  by  several  humked  toweta^ 

jaai.  garrisoned  by  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  troops 

commanded  by  Bagnisiany  a  veteran  due£     The  re» 

sistance  it  made  was  desperate ;  and  duringthe  siege 

tba  Christian  army  was  so  narrowly  observed  by  seve» 

nL  Turkish  commanders,  that  the  besiegers  diem^ 

fiehes  were  in  a  manner  besi^d.     At  the  end  of 

seven  months  the  siege  was  on  the  point  of  beinff 

abandoned,  when  the  artfiil  and  ambitious  Bohemona 

conftcived  to  subvert  the  fidelity  of  Phirouz,  one  of 

the  principal  inhabitants,  who  basely  threw  open  a 

gate  to  him  under  the  doud  of  night.     Bohemond, 

wlio  had  peviously  stipulated  with  the  Christiaii 

cfaiefe,.  that  the  sovereign^  of  Anti6ch  should  be  the 

reward  of  his  services,  entered  the  city  at  the  head  of 

U&Calahnans,  and  was  the  first  to  plant  his  stand- 

acd  om  the  ran^iarts,  (1098).     A  victory  which  he 

shoitiy  afterwards  contributed  to  achieve  over  the 

SsJUn  of  Mosul,  to  the  in&iite  relief  of  the  Chriai' 

tian  aaoy,  rendered  the  croisee  a  second  time  his 

df^itoKS,-  and  cleared  the  route  to  Jerusalem. 

The  privations  to  which  the  troops  were  subfeet* 
eidn]^^pBOtKaetedseg0|  drove  manyrraeantai 
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>'^'diyer8  of  tHem  men  oC  great  account,",  homeward 
irojn  the  war,  andyr  among  .odiers,  the  Counts  Hugh 
.of  Yermandois,  and  Stephen  of  Chartres  and  Blois. 
^But  there  still  remained  with  the  army  a  sufficient 
•number  of  redoubted  warriors  to  conduct  the  crusade 
in  triumph  to  the  gates  of  Jerusalem^— thou^  the 
•exhausted  and  inaubordinate  state  of  the  troops  oc- 
•x^ioned  a  delay  of  seven  months  in  the :  Syrian  capv- 
tal.  Pestilence  and  famine  wasted  the  Christian  canlcs* 
In  the  course  of  a  &w  months  the  £}rmer  swept  off 
*above  one  hundred  thousand  men ;  and  the.  latter  v^ 
^uced  the  miserable  siu:yivor8  to  feed  on  offal  aJEid 
.cfurion,  and  even  on  human  flesh.  Discord  toopa?ef 
;vailed  among  the  leaders  to  a  frightful  extent ;  and 
4^mes  of  the  most  atrocious  magnitude  dii^aced  the 
sacred  banner  under  which  the  armymaxched.  Had 
liot  the  chiefis  and  spiritual  lords,  who  accompanied 
•the  crusade,  resorted  to  pious  frauds  to  keep  the 
'host  together,  the  conquest  of  Antioch  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  be^  its  last  triumph, 
.  When  the  Christian  princes  first  began  to  oon- 
j»mplate  a  crusade  in  Asia,  the  Holy  City  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Turks*  But  at  that  juncture,  when 
prudence  required  the  Seljookian  princes  to  preser?^ 
the  closest  union,  private  ambition  violated  the  frates^ 
nal  bond;  and  the  veterans,  who  had  subjugated 
the  half  of  the  East,  were  sacrificed  in  intestine  stri£K 
Mostali,  Khalif  of  Egypt^  though  driven,  more  than 
once  from  Jerusalem,,  had  never  ceased  to  legard 
it  as  his  inheritance ;  and,  no  sooner  did  he  see  the 
Turkomans  weakened  by  fratricidal  disputes^  and  on 
the  point  of  being  called  to  encounter  a,  new  and 
puissant  foe,  than  he  despatched  Afdal  his  Vizier  »« 
cross  the  desert  with  a  powerful  bodv  of  troops  ;•  and 
^  only  the  Holy  City,  but  alLPmeftiney  was  once 
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toiore  bk>tig}it  uncfer  the- civil  and  ecclesiastidd  aa- 
•^KMrity  qF  thd  Fatiitoite  dynasty.  *  The  crusaders 
had  leAr  Europe  prepai%d  to  find  the  Turks  masters 
in  Jerusalem ;  biit  on  their  arrival  in  Syria,  ambassa- 
dors #om  Mostali  undeceived  them.  •  The  negotia>- 
^Ona  tvhieh  subsequently  took  place  varied  with  Ae 
feitune  of  tiie  vme.  At  one  time  Mostali  admitted 
that  he  coiild  not  cofpe  with  his  Tartarian  antagonists 
without  foreign  succour;  but  this  was  ultimately  fol- 
lowed by  a  declaration,  that  he  was  able  and  de- 
temuned  to  maintain  his  sovereignty  without  Chri»> 
tian  aid.  He  was  willing  to  enter  into  a  league 
with  the  crusaders  for  the  utter  expulsion  of  the  Tar- 
tariiui-  spoliators ;  but  neither  his  politics  nor  his  reli- 
gion permitted  him  to  accord  ^em  a  permanent  set*- 
tlement  in  the  lai^d.'  The  Christians,  contemnii^ 
what  "^y  hdd  to  be  a  breach  of  &ith,  and  reckless 
>>?hether  their  swords  drank  Turidsh  or  Saracen  blood, 
rejected  die  proposed  treaty  with  disdain ;  and  sent 
wm  far  answer,  that  with  Uie  same  keys  with  which 
they  liad  opened  the  gates  of  Nice,  Tarsus,  Antiodi 
^and  Edessa,  they  would  open  thdse  of  Jerusal^n. 
'  in  the  noddle  of  May  1099,  the  relics  of  the 
€hristiiEUi  host  quitted  Antibch,  and,  advancing  b^ 
easy  -marches'  between  Mount  Libanus  and  die 
sea,  suceessively  pass<^  Tripoli,  Sidon,  Tyre,  Afcre, 
Csiisarea,  and  Jsm^  f  "[Hie  emirs  of  all  these 
places,  instigated  by  a'  dread  of  being  ultimately  re^ 
duced  to  capittdate,  coi^buted  laigely  to  subsist  thd 
army ;  and  abundant  supplies  were  also  furnished  by 
sqaadrcms  of  Genoese  and  Hsan  vessels,  which  iiices*^ 
sandy  hovered  dn  iiie  coast.     At  Ja&  the  amiy  badt) 

•  RcBkudot.  Hist.  PatriarctuAlezaiidrixk. 
....  f  Jfanndidt*!  immjcy.  \    >     .  .  ' 


.4diett  to  the  sea,  and  by  way  of  Band%.aftf  lmi|grii 
amyed  befi)r«  tht  saoed  towers  wiiicb  thejc  had  eo^ 
.oountared  so  many  dangeis  to  redeem* 

Jeruaalem,  the  most  ancieiift  aad  most  fiuaous  atif 
joi  the  W01U9  is.  situated  in  a  ragged  and  arid  couii^ 
tcy ;  and  the  crusaders  soi^fat  in  vaioy  in  its.  jm^ 
booehoody  for  those  signs  of  &rtiUty»  niUchth^  had 
bean  aGeustomed  to  consider  as-  indieati;ra  of  the 
.**  fasmamd  land. "  Towarda  ike  north  it  pieseidiad 
an-  apparesEitly  impreg^Ue  aspect ;  and  09 aU  sidasii^ 
.was  stvengtibsfied  by  deep  Yallies  aad  steep  asosnla 
B^it^  thoi^  encompassed  by  a  de&nsibie  yvaJX,  it  was 
no  lofigeT  the  prouftty  &itified  city  that  had  dafied 
long  and  obstuuBtaly  the  wairioiB  of  Babykm-  and  of 
Sflone.  It  sidll  possegssed  the  advanic^  ofA  rugpad^ 
an^  is  some  places^,  aknost  io^iegnable  site ;  bat 
the  Saiacen  engineers  had  oidy  in^ifeolly  repaind 
the  bolwadis ;  and  the  £ited  tribei^  who^had  ininemsr 
times  so  reaohitely  defended  them»  weie.  no  hmger 
Bumbeied  amc«g  the.  inhabitants*  From  ihe  Ssp  of 
the  EmpeEor  Adrian,  the  «)«wb,  toAvsok  and  scattamd 
oyer  the  &ca  o£  the  eartib^  had  be^i  deakitiatft  of  a 
aom^ ;  and  the  descendants  of  the  miseiaUe  lem- 
nanl.  wUch  escs|)ed  the  peisecnting  zed  of  that  niQ» 
mrrhj  had  small  cause  to  reck,  whethar  the  Ckm^ 
ttan  or  Saracen  sword  rei^d  the  rietofy-;  lor  &om 
nei&er  party  had  they  aught  to  antidpal^  but  stripes 
and  cfaams.  At  this  epodi,.  the  waBs  endbiaccd  db 
hills  oi  Gdgoth%  Be2edi%  Moriatand  Aera^  hot 
Moant  SifBBf  one  of  the  eady  seats  of  pepulatifit^ 
waft  no  kmger  within  th»  sweep.  Tb^  csky  was 
gandsoned  by  fbr^  tboussBd  rcjgiuai!  tt»0f»%  undfli 
the  command  of  Istakar,  a  &voiirite  genml  of  the 
Khalif ;  and  twenty  thousand  Mohanrmedsn  inhabi- 
tants also  took  up  anns,  AttlhaCShiiltianawidiiiithe 
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«mb  ymt^  di^owa  inlo  prison,  and^  onong  the  res^ 
Peter  Genvd,  the  admuidtiator  of  the  Hospital  of 
Saint  Johit-^-a  pious  and  benev<dent  Frmehman,  who 
had  long  devoted  hmia^to  the  s^rvioe  of  the  pilgrimsi 
and  ^mxok  the  MoaiemB  themselves  reverenced  for 
his  indiBCiimiiiate  benefiulioBs*  In  conscmanoe  with 
the  usages  of  mar,  the  wells  and  cistems  in  the  en^ 
viioBS  were  filled  up,  and  the  suburbs  raaed ;  wUe 
the  tifidl)er  wiiich  had  been  employed  in  the  mined 
houses  was  consumed  by  fipe,  in  oider  to  prevent  it 
from  being  used  by  the  invadem  in  the  eonstractian 
of  myitaiy  engines* 

On  the  7th  of  June  1099,  the  ChriatiaB  aimy  en* 
camped  belbfe  the  city.  Battle,  desertion  and  die- 
easSi  had  frightfully  thinned  its  ranks ;  and  oi  the 
seven  hundred  thousand  fighting  men  who  had  maiv 
shdied  in  the  phdns  of  Bithynia^  there  remained^ 
exfikisive  of  the  garrisons  lefi-in  the  conquered  cities^ 
scarcely  twenty-two  thousand  fit  for  the  field.  The 
(ttous  zeal  of  the  emsaders,  howevw,  had  survived 
aU  tha  vicissitudes  of  &eir  long  and  teihome  marek 
When  they  beheld  the  hallowed  city  fronir  afiir,  the 
vanguard  uttered  a  diout,  whieh,  roUii^  badcwaed 
on  tite  line  of  mareh,  was  eehoed  by  the  wiiole 
hosL  *  Tbe  more  devout  maaolested  their  rB|itiiie 
by  kneeBng  down  in  &e  dust,  and  shedding  tears  of 
joy;  and  many  band  their  feet  oa  q>proadiing  the 
aaered  ways.  The  Counts  of  Flanders  imd  Normandy 
pitched  their  tents  to  the  noithwaod  of  the  city,  near 
the  churdi  erected  on  the  spot  where  Stephini  the 
proto-mar^  died.  Go^^rayand  TaMsed  erected 
their  standards  on  the  first  swell  of  Mount  Calvary 
—and  Bs^ond  of  Toulouse  oeoii^iBd  a  position  ta 
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4iie  sOBth  of  Mount  Sioni  On  th^'  fifth  day  of  th^ 
'-aege,  the  crusaders  made  a  fiirious  attack ;  suid^ 
«mid  a  storm  of  arrows  and  lirehaUs,  burst  the  first 
lumier,  and  strove  to  surmount  the  Wis  by  escalade; 
The  want  of  engines  to  batter  them  down,  and  lad^ 
ders  to  scale  them,  rendered  the  assault  abortive; 
and  the  croises  were  driven  back  with  shame  ^d 
slanghtw  to  their  camp.  This  defeat  was  fi)Uowed 
by  B  grievous  scarcity  of  provisions  and  water ;  and 
the  excessive  privations  which  this  deficiency  ocea^ 
fiioned,-  overwhehned  the  whole  army  with  sufferii^ 
and  anguidb.  So  extreme  was  the  thirst'  of  the  sol* 
dier%  who  vainly  soi^ht  for  water  in  the  ^ny  ra- 
vines that  seamed  'the  country,  that  they  dug  hole^ 
in  the  ground,  and  pressed  the  damp  clods  to  their 
Hps  to  moisten  thbm.  On  the  Idth  of  July,  the 
army  agaki  advanced  to  the  astoult,  Th^ou^  the 
exertions  of  Godfiiey  and  Raymond,  some  Genoese 
mariners  from  JaSk  constructed  two  huge  moveable 
towers,  of  timb»  brought  from  Sichem,  a  place  thirty 
miles  distant,^  and  rolled  them  with  immense  labour 
to  the  foot  of  the-  foFtificatiens*  Drawbridges  were 
inade  to  extend  from  the  top  of  these  turr^  to  the' 
baitletoent;  and  when  ike  sun  rose  on  the  belea* 
gcoed  city,  they  were  seen  crowded  with  (Siosen 
warriors,  eager  to  grapple  hand  to  hand  with -the 
Moslem  foe.  Raymond's  tower  was  burned  to  ashes 
by  the  fire  which  the  besieged  hurled  against  it ;  but 
the  Count  of  Bouillon's  MIy  answered  the  purpose 
finr  which  it  had  been  oOnstruoted.  Armc^  a^  ah 
^her,  Godfrey  posted  himself  on  its  summit,  and 
ibr  a  considerable  time  his  bowmen  alone  maintained 
the^batde. .  **  Bu^  at  the  houri'*  says  the  CKroni-* 

*  TheendiBiitBd  grovo  of  Tatto. 


THE  KNIGHTS  QF  MALTA.  4V 

dn-v^ '  f  ^  wiien.  the  JSsviour  of  the  wo^  gave  up  the 
^host>  v^wairior  named  Letolde,  ^ho  foiight  in  God« 
sey  8  tower,  leaped  the  fizst  upon  the  ramparts.  He 
was  followed  by  Guicher*--the  Guidier  who  had 
vanquMied  a  lion ;  *}-  Godfrey,  was  the  third,  and  all 
the  -Other  knigiits  rushed  on  aner  l^eir  chief.  Throw* 
ing:  asnde  their,  bows  and  aizows,  they  now  drew 
th^  swords ;  at  sight  t)f  which  the  enemy  abandon^ 
ed  the  walls,  and  ran  down  into  the  city^  whither 
the  so^diefs  of  Christ  with  load  shouts  pursued 
them. "  'At  three  in  aiUmoon,  tine  standard  of  the 
Cross  waved  in  trimnph  on  the  walls;  and,  ailer  fi>ur 
hundred  and  sixty  years  of  bondage,  the  Holy  City 
passed  £roin  imder  ^e  Mohamfnedan  yoke. 

The  victory,  thus  bravely  won  was  tarnished .  by^ 
the  ferocity  of  the  conquerors.  All  who  showed  the 
smallest  disposition  to  resist  were  hewn  down ;  and^ 
for  Axee  whole  days,  pronuseuous:  massacre  and  pil* 
lage  prevailed.  Ten  thousand  miserable  beings^  who 
had  been  promised  quarter,,  were  barbarously  put  to 
the  aword ;  and  in^ts  even  wcsre  butchered  in  the: 
era^e,  and  at  their  mother's  hs^asL  In  the  court  of 
the  Mosque  of  Omar,  a  structure  biplt  on  the.  site  of 
the  fvnous.  Temple  of  Solomon,  to  wMch.  thousands 
of  iuptivea,  fled  as  a. sanctuary,  the  Latin  knighta 
K>de  fetlock-deep  in.  Saracen  gpre.  The  whole,  cit^s 
swam  with  blood  ;  and  the  victors,  sated  at  last 
with  ^Bghter,  looked  themselves  with  horror  on  the 
desolation  which  their  own  inhuman  fury  had  made. 

When  the  work  of  death  was  over,  the  chief  cru- 
saders, in  accordance  with  the  devout  zeal  which 

*  The  'Maok  Robert.     Vide  Chateaubriand's  Travels  in  Pk- 
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animated  them^  hid  aside  tlieir  anus,  smashed  their 
bloody  lumdsy  and,  bareCboted  and  nnooveied,  »- 
paired  in  solenm  preoeasion  to  the  Redeemer's  tomb. 
The  fierce  waniors  who  had  so  recently  Abandoned 
themselves  to  tibe  most  reiKJiiting  atrocides,  weie  seen 
kianng  with  pious  fervour  the  memonals  of  the  sof- 
lenngs  of  Him  who  had  been  the  messenger  of  peace  to 
man ;  and  the  Holy  SBpulchne  resounded  widi  Uietr 
triumphant  anthems  and  repentant  groans.  In  the 
height  of  dwir  entbasiB8Da9.^ey  fell  at  Beter  the  Her-* 
nit's  &ety  pnonng  God  as  glorified  in  his  serrant. 
Hieir  religious  duties  disdiargedf  they  proceeded  to 
regulate  the  government  of  the  conquered  territory ; 
and  several  leadeis  nvBe^Bned  as  worthy  of  the  -jo* 
vereignty.  Rmaond  of  Toulouse^  and  Robert  of 
Normandy,  had  eadi  their  sc^poitCEB ;  but  the  ^putf 
and  valour  of  Godfiey  of  Bemllon  procured  him  ike 
general  suffinge,  as  the  woithiest  ohampion  of  the 
Cross.  He  was  oondooted  with  soleasn  pomp.  tc» 
libe  diurdi  of  the  Holy  Sepuldure,  wime  a  magni^ 
fioent  diadran  was  ofered  him;  but  he  put  itjoide 
with  the  dedaiationy  that  wlure  Ghsist  had  worn  » 
Qown  of  thomsy  he  wvwld  sever  wear  a  onwm.oi 
gold.  He  alsd  njeitled  the  august  title  of  Kiagy 
and  modestly  contented  himaelf  with  that  of  Defen* 
der  and  Lord  4>f  the  Holy  Tomb« 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Puisy  Grandmaster-^  Wars  in  Aniioch  and  JSdeasa^^Tke 
Second  Crusade — Si^ge  of  Asealot^-^BattiU  of  SvsUi^-^ 
jyeath  of  Hoj/mond  JDu  JPuis* 

The  Eg^rptian  'Kht££,  uneooscious  of  the  enpftufe 
df  Jomsb&in,  bad  dBSpatehed  a  Inge  army  to  its 
sutxxmr;  but  tbe  crasaders  rooted  ttus  force  on  the 
edge  of  the  desert  that  sepeiates  Palestine  firom  Egypt 
•*-4i  \actory  ivliich  eaaUed  the  leaders  afterwards  to 
devote  tlieniselves  exclusively  to  fheconsdlidation  of 
the  in&nt  state.  In  congonanoe 'v^th  the  estid^ished 
pitae^ples  dP  feudal  pclby,  the  conqueied  territory 
Has  dxfidad  aaBmng  th^  ddrf  enfiaders,  who>  betakii^ 
theioMbes  to  tbe  to^ms,  safibedthe  Moslem  pea^ 
aawtiyto  remain  m  prsearious  Tassidage  in  the  opeil 
eomtry.  One^-the  &st  actsof  Grodfiey,  y^  fms 
mgfai&y  derout)  was  to  foimd  several  new  ^inrdies ; 
afld  he  also  made  it  his  dutjT  personally  to  ]t»pect 
the  house  of  the  Hospitafiers  of  Samt  John,  whioh-htf 
foond  crowded  widi  wounded  sc4dieis,  who  londly 
estdled  the  humane  tttentions  that  bad  heea  be^ 
slowed  on  tbenu  ^Several  ittustrioos  erusaders  were 
so  deeply  affeeted  by  the  example  of  the  Hospital- 
krsy  ihat,  in  the  pious  favour  of  their  souk)  thc^ 
abandoned  the  idea  of  returning  to  their  native  lana> 
and  voluBtaril^  devotsd  thenwelves  to  the  some  ^a« 
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ritable  duties.  Among  those  who  took  the  habit  c^ 
the  fraternity,  were  Raymond  du  Puis,  and  Dudoh 
de  Comps,  gentlemen  of  Dauphiny — Gastus  of  Ber^ 
diez,  and  Canon  de  Montaigu  of  Auvergne.  To 
contribute  to  the  endowment  of  the  Hospital,  God-> 
firey  bestowed  on  it  the  lordship  of  Montboire  in 
Brabant,  with  all  its  dependencies.  His  example 
was  followed  by  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  crusade ; 
and,  in  a  short  time,  the  Ho^itallers  had  the  reve- 
nifeaj  of  a  great  humber  of  ridi  manors,  both  ill 
Europe  and  Asia,  at  their  command. 

Hitherto,  the  Hospital  of  Saint  John  had  been  mere- 
ly a  secular  establishment ;  but  Gerard,  the  rector, 
to  whom  the  administration  of  ttkese  mi|nific6nt  be^ 
nefacdons  was  iiitru#ed,  impressed  with  the  sanctity 
of  the  office  which  had  •  devolved  on  him,  and  ac- 
tuated,, say  his  biogzapheis,  '*  by  H  desire  of  atlaiaiog 
greater  perfection,"  suggested,  a^r  thctraaqtiilliza^. 
tion  of  die  city,  that  ^the.  brothers  and  sisters  shoiM  he* 
come  religioiis  fadesm^ieaj  and  formally  dedicate  tberar. 
selves  at  die  al^,  :as.  t)ie,  servants  of  .the  pooi'  aii4 
of  Christ,  They  acoofdiiigly.  formally  ^juired  ijie* 
wprkL  The  InrotbeKliood:  assumed,  a  regular  hal>it^ 
which  was  ^limply  a  blaek  robe,  having  a  wjbite  lin^ 
cross  of  eight  points  &8teued  on  die  left  breast ;  and 
took  upon  themselves,  at  the  9ame.time»^the  cus-. 
lomary  B^oastic  vows.  The.  iji^ti^tution  w$us  subse-. 
qxteady  reoogn^«d  and  coxifirmed  in  all  its  endow- 
ments, by  Pope  Pasdial  the  Second,  ;is  head>of  the. 
Christian  church.. .  The  same,  pontiff  fiko  ej^en^ptied 
the- property- of  the  Hospital  mm  tylLbes,  .an4.  <)oii": 
foned  on,  the  brethren  the  i^pedal  privilege  of  el^cft- 
ing  their  si^perio^,  ind^endeiit  of  all  ecetesiastics^  or. 
jfeoular  iftteipOsition*  .  ,. 

A%the  deliv^^$9.pf..4^]ujB^m.  Yf^.  |he..$^4,ih 
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IB  ttlnnx  of  the  cniwders  to  Eiirr^e  with  thrir  ] 

r  triumph,  gnve  b  new  stiimitus  to  that  antent  | 

^*rhvi^  hai4  w]c<i  Christen dinn  vilh  maiiia]  eU- 

.   BiipplTticntal  cniwtdes  jxiured  from  Ae  w««  ; 

'*'       ^  fhmine  snft  diiteaae  swept  down  th*  mV-  ] 

1  thuusaiuls  and  tena  of  thousatiils 

r  pnn^-  ihroujjh  Lewor  Am,  ■  nmnidemhle  \ 

wrtMiu  r\tcnrKAto  remeh  Jerruodem,  anil  r 

Phrittion  luiln.     MuttiindM  of  pilgrhnfs  fiHeil  i 

tvligjinu  tmtisport,  aleit  iJmndoneil  Uii--if  luxni-s  I 

rtit  ihmr  w«y  tovrordii  the  distant  cmitiuy  in  I 


46  THE  ACHIEVEMENTS  OF 

City  wayworn  and  penniless;  and  the  Hospitallers 
found  constant  employment  in  mitigating  their  con- 
dition.    The  palpiers,  who  were  thus  relieved,  could 
rarely  make  pecuniary  remuneration  to  their  benevo- 
lent entertainers ;  but  they  carried  baqk  with  them  to 
their  homes  the  most  vivid  recollection  of  the  kind 
offices  of  which  they  had  been  the  objects ;  and  so  u- 
niversally  was  the  gratitude  of  Christendom  excited 
towards  the  benevolent  friars,  that  there  was  soon 
scarcely  a  province  within  its  confines  in  which  the 
House  of  Saint  John  did  not  enjoy  manorial  rights. 
The  rapid  enrichment  of  the  Hospital  exalted  the 
piety,  and  perhaps  the  pride,  of  the  rector ;  and,  in  ac- 
cordance -with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  he  manifested 
his  zeal  by  the  erection  of  a  superb  church,  situated 
'  on  the  spot  which  tradition  pointed  out  as  the  retreat  of 
Zacharias,  the  father  of  John  the  Baptist,  to  whom 
the  structure  was  dedicated.  He  also  erected  extensive 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  brotherhood, 
and  the  pilgrims  to  whose  service  they  had  devo- 
ted themselves.     Tliere  the  brethren  wsushed  the  feet 
of  the  weary— dressed  the  wounded-^watched  the 
sick — succoured  the.  destitute — and,  when  it  came  to 
the  last  sad  struggle,  consoled  the  dying.     Placed  at 
the  head  of  a  rich  and  popular  association,  and  an- 
xious to  connect  it  more  closely  with  the.  coimtries 
from  whence  its  treasury  was  replenished,  Gerard  ul- 
timately extended  the  sphere  of  his  labours^  and  found- 
ed subordinate  hospitals  in  the  principal  maritime  pro- 
vinces of  the  West.   These  were  the  first  command- 
eries  of  the  Order.     They  were  the  palmer's  special 
asylums — ^the  places  where  he  found  guides  and  con- 
voys, and  heard  of  shms  and  caravans  to  carry  him  to 
his  d^ination.     Such  were  the  houses  of  St  Giles 
in  Provence^  Tarento  in  Apulia^  Messina  in  Siciiy, 
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I  latterly  Senile  in  Atiikliuiu;  all  of  Kliich  v- 

;irPUTnl  with  ■hiimiimt  privileges  from  the  tura 

,e  occBpallta  of  Uie  Pkpal  rimir. 

JVIeajiwhile  GodfroT — llic  Lord  of  the  coiiqueii 

B — iiAcr  having  extciidetl  Iilti  rule  over  ' 

tt  oi  Palestine,  was  cut  off  1))'  iIibl'hm-  ii 

riutnplu.     He  hwl  livso  liarcly  u  < 

n  he   was  smitUn  by  tlic  lisnd  of  drnlli ;  );ut  h 

iVETG  propitinuxl  by  l>cing  LiitiTrcJ  iientuii  iT 

.>f  Uie  tomb  of  ChriBt.  By  his  lii-Jilii  itjo  I 

ftie  were  rdiwEil  from  ■  funni(hj)l«  cumtivi  tinil^ 

Btuum  loH  U  nuble  cIiatiipioD  and  great  a 

He  was  succeeded  by  Baldwin,  his 

r,  Count  of  Edesia,   who  toolc  prm;d 

0  the  elder,  in  cuiMcqucnce  of  the  latter  havi 

uiUuily  Hl>aud<incd  the  crusade.     TLo  pious  kt 

a  whicli  liad  Kslraiiicd  God&vy  toiu  aflsiuiiing  CI 

l1  title,  fomid  no  abode  in  tlie  bread  of  B.iId>T] 

»  inlcrior  to  him  in  every  ijuuUty  n, 
i  phyxical  strength.     He  wu.i  urodaitued  the  & 
irinun  king  of  JeniMdcm  ;  uiil  in  the  eour 
Briike  and  linnultuons  reign  of  eighteen  years,  I 
t'itv  of  Aciu  or  l^olemai)!,  ai)d  indeedi  \ ' 
- '    II  of  Tyrv,  and  Aacaluu  which  the  Mtj 
wvered,  all  the  maritime  Htrongholdii,  fr 
K  harden  of  ^lypt  to  the  Gulf  of  Snuiilcroon,  \ 
Bfiiord  hy  his  nnn<t.     Often  bealrti,  Imi  ■ 


Ah^ 


mder  that  hnPowed  fane.  ■ 
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ed  liim  m  Hhe  "prmdftlkf  ctf  Edeasft,  saceedie^  Mm 
skio  on  iIm  tbricme  of  Jemsalem.  The  twcf  bra^wn 
had  died  childless,  imd  a  feeble  effort  ivas  made  bf 
the  ad*in>oates  of  faes«dkafy  right,  to  ooxifer  die  erown 
on  the  absent  Enstace ;  but  it  vna  deleated  principid* 
)y  throogh  the  exertions  of  Joscelyn  de  Couftenay, 
an  ilhistrious  French  crasader ;  and  Bi^dwin^  Bottig, 
in  gratitude  for  this  good  service,  nemtmeralied  fAii 
lord  with  the  Mesopotmnian  princedom,  whkti  he 
conceived  it  necessary  to  vacate.  Eufilaoe,  yAien  he 
heard  of  his  brdther's  death,  contemplated  for  ^  tbne 
iMlvancif^  a  claim  to  the  tlirone ;  but  when  he  Itanit 
that  Baldwin  du  Boarg  had  been  cdled  to  it  by  po<^ 
pukr  nominalicsi,  he  t^ctlakned,  **  God  fin^d  mt  t 
should  stir  tip  stilPe  in  a  country  where  Christ  ^Mkr- 
ed  Up  his  1^  to  f«c0nci}e  guilty  mm  to  lietiv«ii !  ^ 
'and  generofdiy  le^iigned  kis  right. 

Tbere^  <nBciMwin  the  Second  ifus,  Idee  that  of 
has  immediate  predecessor,  chequered  by  watlBce  vi- 
eissitudes.  Ahnofit  at  its  commeneement  Oeittf^ 
ihe  venenble  falser  tif  ihe  Hospitd  of  Saiut  Jelm, 
t»minated  bb  useM  oareer,  when  ihe  Hospitdk 
lers  unanimously  idedled  Raymond  ^  l^vas  to  mn^ 
ceedhim  as  liieir  diidf  «(lil8.)^  Oendl^rBa,  in 
the  strictest  sense  <Xtht  word,  a  man  c^ peace*;  and 
charity  and  'hmnificy  were  the  t^idy  oUigtttionfi  ^idi 
-he  imposed  on  the  fraternity.  But  Du  Pob  had 
been  Ined  in  courts  and  Cflsnps';  and  like  shnpte'^MM 
of  a  Mospitiffier  could  not  repress  ihe  proud  hett^ag 
of  a  heart,  which  had  long  dmobbed  reatxmsive  fo^ 
breath  of  ihe  bttttle^trumpet  itoA  the  mng  of  ams. 
He  formed  ihe  chivdrous  prcjedt  of  combinkig  die 
duties  of  the  monk  wjth  those  of  the  soldier,  by  giv- 
ing a  martial  constitution  to  the  eaStaUisluasent,  wmeh 

•  TtftQt.  aoiflgelui  MQtt  iiao. 
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Hild  bind  the  bmtiicrhnoil  to  deteiul  th«  lialj 
and  to  wagp  a  periwtiul  itu!iik1o  oguiia  i 
V  oi  Ckrist.  Thiiu^i  the  Cliradon  aim*  wt 
impluint  thn,iiiglu>uc  the  wlinli!  nf  Syria  and  Pali 


J.  llie  Iiifi-Ieh   silll  hM 


Kolh 


Illy  of  Sar&ccn  ( 
>j''w  had  \om  Wii  | 
'  11 J  ood  iniirilcrBd  t' 
Q  pilgrims  nliCTL-vcr  tliuy  coiild  du  so  tnti 
.  of  unpunuy.     Ho  inKei:iue  was  tb«  inter 
II  of  ilu  kingdran,  that  bands  of  Saniueu  n 
,  regalarly  oignitizad,  &e<)iwiitl;  entued  the  unj 
ified  {diwea  at  iitght,  wid  despoiled  atiil  ^laugliti 
llic  iuhobitwits  i  while,  like  thuoder-idoiuis  ru 
^oovcr  tha  land  with  dexcJntioii,  the  Tiu-koic 
I  iKe  oni!  frontier,   luid  thi;   Egy[>tiiui]> 
Thewi  alanna  lelt  tbe  hnum  im  res|iil«fl 
I  ihouffh  il)cy  nuiy  l)c  said  tu  hav«  iilcut  iii  iiap^ 
h  blomlf  iim-wiH  ware  uccjuioiiidly  iitndu  by  tl 
n  ti»  lltP  very  gatvi  of  JcmaaUm,  ajid  vrowi 
phelfilbBt  miiiiu  oiid  i-liildrcn  carried  tmo  s' 
B  p^iieraiu  anxiety  to  tnitigate  thcw  c 
o  jtive  the  palmer  woiirity  m  hia  jourmyingi 
I  tlw   ifoasaiit  peiH't  in  ills  powasuouv—dial  i 
kd  tb«  Master  of  llt«  Hoaiiittdlant  to  eoi^oui: 
jt  Iffrthraii  to  rcMii[ie  ilia  liiiiiY'  and  h<ii:ldui,  « 
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Without  abandoning  their  original  engagements  to 
dierish  the  sick  and  unfortunate,  they  solemnly  took 
upon  themselves  a  new  obligation,  to  be  at  all  times 
prepared  to  leap  into  their  war-saddles,  and  encoim" 
ter  the  Infidels  at  the  point  of  the  lance.  A  lai^ 
sum  from  the  funds  of  the  Order  was  declared  exi-< 
gible  for  the  hire  of  mercenary  troops,  whenever  the 
emergencies  of  the  kingdom  should  require  the  ap- 
propriation ;  and  by  this  provision,  the  Hospitallers 
were  afterwards  enabled  not  onh^  repeatedly  to  give 
potent  succour  to  the  Latin  Kmgs,  but,  in  several 
instances,  to  prop  and  preserve  from  absolute  ruin, 
the  tottering  throne  which  the  sword  of  Godfrey 
had  won. 

Raymond  organized  his  warrior-monks  into  three 
classes  or  bands,  all  differing  in  birth,  rank,  and 
profession.     The  first  class  consisted  of  men  of  pa- 
trician ancestry  and  high  military  station ;  the  second 
of  priests ;  and  the  third  of  serving-brothers.     The 
first  class,  or  Knights  of  Justice,  were  appointed  to 
bear  arms,  and  monopolized  the  dignities  of  the 
Order.     The  priests,  or  chaplains,  performed  the 
services  of  relmon  both  in  church  and  camp,  and 
ministered  in  the  hospital  to  the  sick  and  the  defliti- 
tute.     The  seTJens,  or  half  knights,  served  eith^ 
in  the  field  or  in  the  infirmary,  as  was  required 
of  them ;   and,   in    after    times,   ihey    eontributed 
greatly  to  enhance  the  glory  and  power  of  the  Order. 
No  candidate  could  be  received  into  the  first  class, 
unless  he  were  of  noble  extraction ;  but  it  was  not 
required  of  the  priests,  or  of  the  serving-brodters,  to 
produce  proo&  of  gentilitial  descent.     Hie  latter, 
however,   enjoyed  many  honourable  privileges    in 
common  witii  the  knights ;  and,  when  their  Utility 
became  better  known,  a  certain  number  of  com- 
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maaderies  were  speaaHy  reserved  for  them.  *  At 
his  profession  each  br<Hher  took  the  usual  monk* 
ish  vows  of  diastity,  obedience,  and  poverty ;  and 
the  knights  further  solemnly  engaged  to  advance  the 
true  &ith,  and  defend,  with  their  swords,  the  Chris- 
tian name.  The  banner  of  Saint  John  bore  a  white 
cross  on  a  red  field;  and  it  was  declared,  that  any 
knight  who  should  abandon  it,  or  otherwise  dis« 
hononr  himself  in  Paynim  war,  should  be  public- 
ly stripped  of  the  sacred  sign,  and  the  habit  of  the 
Order. 

In  the  middle  ages,  the  quality  of  chevalier  or 
knight— or,  in  other  words,  the  privilege  of  serving 
on  hors^Mick  in  war — ^was  conmied  exclusively  to 
persons  of  noble  birth.     Knighthood  -was  usually 
eon£BiTed  on  the  field,  either  bef(»^  or  after  battle, 
9S  the  noblest  recompense  of  valour;  and  the  proud- 
est day  of  the  warrior's  life,  was  that  in  which  his 
leader  publicly  {oodaimed  that  he  had  won  his  ^urs. 
The  constitution  of  the  Order  of  Saint  John,  there- 
fore, blending  as  it  did  the  grave  and  rigorous  obli- 
gations of  the  monk  with  Sie  stirring  and  perilous 
4aties  of  the  soldier,  •  was  eminently  consonant  with 
the  superstitious  and  warlike  epirit  of  the  age ;  and 
the  youthful^  chivalry  of  Europe  emulated  each  other 
in- anxiety  to  be  enrolled  under  the  White  Cross  ban- 
ner. In  alitde  time,  the  Order  was  crowded  with  vali- 
ant kni^its  finom  every  country  in  Christendom ;  and 
this  influx  of  members  suggested  a  new  distino- 
tkm ;  namely,  the  division  of  the  Order  into  seven 
Lu^;uages — ^tbose  of  I^ovence,  Auveigne,  France, 
ha^9  Anagouy  Germany,  and  England.     To  that 

*   Selena,  or  trnjem,  is  an  okl  Vtau^  word  Bignifying  aa 
inferior  person.  The  xnodram  word  «  eergeant**  is  synonymoiM. 


cf  Allison  was  aqiwe^iMWidy  adcbd  Ae  Itfgn^gfl  rf 
Caslile  and  PortittaL  A  boiidied  aad  iwen^-five 
jfears  after  this  diviaoii  (lfi69)|  it  waa  £iiiiid  na* 
ceasary  to  propbiate  tba  jpride  aad  |>retance  of  the 
Knightay  by  tae  intiodactioii  of  an  arialoctaticaldia^ 
tmcdon  in  point  of  dreaa  between  tbem  and  the  am* 
u^farothera.  By  tl^  legidaliQny  the  Knijghta  were 
authorised  to.  wear  in  the  convent  a  black  nunda^ 
aii4  in  the  camp  »  aopra  veaty  or  coot  ofatsna,  with  « 
white  croaa  upon  a  lii  field,  *  The  proo&ie^pnrad 
of  ariatocratical  parentage,  varied  according  to  the 
eountry  of  the  poatnlant*  Tbe  Italian  did  not  re* 
quire  to  go  fiother  back  than  his  grandmo^teta;  aid 
candidates  firom  the  aonuBexcial  atatea  of  6<mo% 
Lucca  and  Floseiicei  where  wedth  in  some  degree 
oounteibalaneed  bixthy .  mi^t  aspiie  to  the  grand 
croaa  thoiOB^  tbey  codd  not  boast  of  a  sin^  qua&> 
taring.  Tne  Fienchman  had  to  jj^ve  e^ht  quarteia 
of  gentility^  whidi  inchided  Ids  grsf^-gnoid&tfaaa. 
The  Spaniard  and  Port^gaescy  like  the  Itdiaa»  had 
to  prove  that  hia  gmndmoAers  were  noUe— 4)^1^ 
fimr  quaiteis;  and  the  Gennan  had  to  produce  no 
leaa  than  aixteen,  Tlie  govemm^it  of  tbe  Ordev 
was  strictly  ariatooaiioaL  TheMaatof  waa  preaidani 
of  the  connci]^  which  esarriaed  a  aiqnenie  juria&^ 
tion ;  and,  aa  stubf  be  had  4  douUe  vote»  The  vof 
teran  bngbts^  wko,  when  the  dder  waxed  potent 
over  the  whole  of  Christeadon^  were  intraated  with 

*  Tbe  OruflMbD  wme  th»  saevcd,  emblem  Gommtmly  cm 
tbeir  shoulders,  sewed  on  their  gArments.  ta  the  first  cm* 
•ade,  all  of  ihem  were  red ;  m  die  third,  the  French  alone  pre- 
•emd  iSbaX  celcmr ;  while  gren  eresees  wen  adopted  bf  ih^ 
Flemings,  and  white  by  the  Fingliwh.«  ZHiccBtge.  la.  Eog- 
iand,  however,  a>  Wcrid  appear  fr<to  Ae  aatieoal  f meigosj  Tod 
boa  ahraya  booi  liw  frTOorite  coloar. 
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■  EwupiMii  comiuiintkriu,  Ineld  tlick 
yat  tlie  ouuncil'i  pluunre — bcina 
y  OS  the  stcwnril*  of  the  fraleruity,  £ 
a  nict  and  rnnacicntioiiB  rapon  of  ihtit  i 
a  with  ihv  pubtk  TtTmue 

Idwin  du  Boui^  acc(!|ited  willi  grotitiule  t 

es  of  Du  Puis  anil  lus  kni^lnlj  cmnpiuiioi^ 

^  powerfiil  tnbe»— ane  '^uIkoInaI^  Uic  c4hM 

Mten — vmv  at  liie  momcijt  iii   luikm,  bu  % 

«  of  uxuelliiig  the  l^tin  Chnstuni  faxnn  Sipn 

It  of  tin:  pf  iDtipality  of  Aiuiocli  htul  jiM  bi 

te  by  thetr  iomaiU.     Wbile  iKc  King,  i 

btpluQca  wrilh  mi  sfiplii^aii  for  niccMir.  wm  cnl- 

~teig  troo|M  to  opiio«e  them,   [tog«r,  Scnotichal  of 

fBaa,  who  ruleil  Antioch  us  rogvnt,  in  ihi}  ubxeaoa 

"**  iheauiiid  llie  Secouil,  a  [ninur, 

if  iha  imulike  prior*!  of  TBiviitum,  was  ciisiuu 

li«  DmiiiuMiime  Stmaenif,  anil  itoiii  bdbrc  I 

h  of  his  awn  la^iul  (1119.)     IntUcod  tiy  tl 

,  tlie  Inlidcts  cndeavoDred   to  cirviunvi 

y  the  sdvaiice  of  llio  King  into  the  dcva; 

lid  iJieir  openuiuiu  teriuiualeil  in  a  pn)>*l 
d  ami  Baoguuiafy  battle.     The  kniglit.-i  of  Sainf 
n  sailiaed  tfatfir  tu^t  latmilK  in  tliis  eiigngcmrjtlt 
dunm   with   tlie  ordoiu  of  a  rcilnuiitcri  KoIdi«%] 
[J  him^Hf  tntn  the  thirkt^  of  the  fii^t,  followei* 


,  I'-- 
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ganison  Antioch ;  and  he  returned  in  triumph  to  Je- 
rusalem.  But  in  less  than-  three  years  (1122),  he 
.was  again  called  upon  to  take  the  field  in  behalf  of 
his  old  brother-crusader  and  kinsman,  Joscelyn  de 
Courtenay,  Prince  of  Edeasa,  who  had  been  surprifr; 
ed  and  taken  prisoner  by  Balak,  one  of  the  most 
jmiasaDt  of  the  Turkoman  emirs.  Dreading  that  the 
captivity  of  De  Couitenay  would  expose  Edessa  to  a 
siege  at  a  disadvantage,  uie  King  made  haste  to  lead 
a  oonsiderable  body  of  troops  to  its  relief.  Having, 
by  forced  marches,  advanced  into  the  principality,  he 
undertook  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  pofiition  in 
person ;  and,  either  through  treachery  or  imprudence, 
was  surroimded,  his  escort  cut  in  pieces,  and  himself 
lieduoed  to  the  humiliating  situation  of  a  captive.  His 
troops,  filled  with  dismay  at  this  disastzous  event, 
oonodeied  it  as  decisive  of  the  campaign ;  and  the 
minority  of  them  quitted  their  colours  and  disband- 
ed. The  Hospitallers,  finding  it  impracticable  to 
keep  the  field  with  the  few  that  continued  firm, 
threw  themselves  into  Edessa  and  the  ac^acent  ;5trQi^- 
holds,  and  in  these  made  a  gallant  stand  in  defieDoe 
of  the  imprisoned  Courtenay's  right. 

Meanwhile,  the  rumour  of  Baldwin's  captivi^ 
spread  iax  and  vnde,  and  speedily  reached  the  ears 
ci  the  Khalif  of  Egypt,  who  forthwith  instructed  one 
of  his  generals  to  enter  Judaea  on  the  side  of  Aaca» 
Ion,  and  invest  Ja£^  which  he  closely  Uodcaded 
bodi  by  land  and  sea.  To  repel  this  fonnidable  in* 
vasion,  Eustace  Gamier,  Lord  of  Cssarea  and  Sidon, 
and  C(Histable  of  Palestine,  supported  by  Pontius, 
C!ount  of  TripoU,  grandson  of  the  i^ous  Raymond 
.  of  Toulouse,  whose  descendants  enjoyed  that  teni- 
toiy,  hastily  drew  together  seven  .thousand  men,  ^and 
sudi  knights  as  were  left  in  the  convent. of  ^aiot 
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JcKn^  and  at  their  head  inarched  directly  to  the  re« 
lief  of  1^  beleagured  fortress.     The  Infidels,  unsus- 
picious of  his  approadi,  were  taken  by  surprise,  and 
their  lines  stormed.     Tlie  Christians,  in  accordance 
with  the^  sanguinary  policy  which  both  armies  gene- 
rally practised,  gave  no  quarter ;  and  the  fugitives  who 
escaped  their  swords,  owed  their  safety  to  the  refiige 
aflford^  theni  on  board  the  blockading  fleet,  which, 
in  its  ttffn,  was  scattered  cm  the  voyage  to  Alexan- 
dria by  a  Venetian  squadron.     Without  allowing  his 
troops  time  to  rest,  the  Christian  leader  next  led 
them  against  the  garrison  of  Ascalon,  part  of  which 
he-encountered  on  a  marauding  excursion,  and,  after 
a  sangmnary  conflict,  drove  it  back  into  that  fortress: 
In  this   expedition  the  venerable  Lord   of  Sidon 
died,  and  William  Des  Barres,  Lord  of  Tiberias,  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  chief  command.     The  new  leader, 
aware  of  the  good  service  recendy  done  to  the  Chris- 
tian cause  by  the  Venetian  fleet,  invited  its  Admiral, 
the  noble  Henry  Micheli,  to  a  conference,  at  which 
they  arranged  that  a  combined  attack  by  sea  and 
land  should  be  made  on  Tyre,  which  still  resisted 
the  Christian  arms.     Micheli,  with  the  &r-8eeing 
policy  peculiar  to  the  republic  whose  aigosy  he 
commanded,  took  care  that  the  reward  secured  to 
Venice  should  be  commensurate  to  the  peril  and 
nu^gnitude  of  the  enterprise.     By  a  special  dame  in 
the  treaty,  it  was  stipulated  that  Venice  should  en- 
joy a  tlaid  part  of  the  city  in  perpetual  sovereignty ; 
and,  this  difficult  pomt  arranged,  it  was  dosely  in- 
vested.    Tyre,  once  one  of  the  most  magninoent 
cities  of  the  East,  though  &Uen  from  its  ancient  gran- 
deur, was  still  celebrated  lor  its  riches,  and  the  strength 
of  its  defences ;  and  five  months  elapsed  before  it 
8uii<ead«red  to'the  Christian  arms  (1124).    In  thi« 
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service,  Ae  valourof  ibe  HoepitaBeii^  w«a  is'< 
OU8  as  in  the  battle  that  led  to  the  reUef  of  Antioch» 
The  capituladan  of  Tyre  waa  followed  byaaevcm,^ 
calculated  of  itself  to  give  a  triumphant  aspect  to  tho 
war.  While  the-  i88i»  of  the  siege  was  yet  dogbtfid^ 
Josedyn  de  Coturteaay  esotqped  from  dunneo^  and* 
regainmg  his  own  teinftoiie%  drew  togedier  a  hand^ 
fm  of  chosen  men»  gave  his  captor  balde  at  Hir<« 
oapolis,  and  slew  lum  in  tm  fig)tf  with  Us  <pim  * 
lance*  Humbled  by  this  revene^  or  rather,  according 
to  some  histoiians,  captivated  by  the  meiit  at  hm 
royal  prisoaer,  BaU^^s  widow  made  a  trooe  inlh  the 
Ghiistiansx  and  agreed  to  Ubnate  the  Kmg  of  Jian^ 
salem  on  payment  of  a.  consideBibfe  raaaom.  Half 
the  mon^  was  paid  down  bdbre  he  left  his  prison ; 
and  one  of  his  daughters^  an  inftnft  <^  five  yaim  of 
1^  was  given  1^  as  a  hostage  for  the  renudnd«E.  His 
raturo  to  Jerusdon  was  die  harbinger  of  prosperity 
to  his  kingdam.  From  the  accession  of  Biddwm  tfe 
Firaty  the  Christian  &miliies  scattered  throughout  Arai« 
bia.and  other  Mohammedan  cptmtdes,  had  been  en-^ 
ooon^ied  to  setde  in  Syria  and  PaWine;  and  all 
mevchantSy  whether  Christiaa  or  Infiddly  wme.afloiv^ 
ed  to  trade  with  the  Holy  City,  exempt  fixmi  the  eiis^ 
tonuuy  burdens^  A  new  race  too»  called  Pidlani.<» 
Ponlsons,  cfasldien  of  £^m»mDthiiB  and  European 
fiithersy  had  sprung  up  to  repeople  the  Jsnd ;  *  and 
yet  the  wfaote  legal  mifitia  of  me  kingdom  did  B(9te;!i- 
ceed  eleveB  thonsand  mcn*f  At  the  same  time,  on 
pressing  occasions,  ibe  barons  voluntarily  inoefisoi 
dbrir  aftd,  otherwise  the  sovereign  would  havafcMutd 
it  hnpracticabk  to  make  head  against  the  lo^riodft  of 
Tmks  and  Saracens  who  oontiiixialfy  beset  lum. 

•  '.,    •       -  •  • 

•Dunaienr  JgiaxiUa.  t^MhoBi^ 
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Soon  afitt  his  Hbention,  tihe  King  again  took 
Ae  Md,  and  not  only  routed  Barsequin  and  Dolde- 
qnin,  t^i^  resdess  Tmkonun  emirs,  who  had  intad- 
ed  the  pvincipdity  of  Amtiodi,  bnt  captured  so  inatay 
of  Aeir  followers,  that  their  ransom  seived  to  re- 
deem  the  child  whom  he  had  heen  necessitated  to 
place  in  bondage.  A  second  victory  put  him  in  pos- 
session of  Ri^ha,  a  fintress  in  the  county  of  Tripoli, 
^«*ich  the  Turks  had  tffl  then  retained.  The  Hoe- 
(i^t^flfi^Eirs  were  in  constant  attendance  on  the  King  du- 
nng  Ihe  -whote  of  this  expedition.  At  their  he^  as 
a  Tolunteer,  and  always  m  the  front  of  battle,  fon^ 
^^tdk,  Count  of  Anjou,  one  of  the  most  redoubted 
soldierB  of  the  age.  *  Death  having  deprived  hnn 
of  a  wtfe  whom  he  fondly  Icrved,  he  had  made  a  pil* 
gnfiia^  to  the  Hofy  Land,  in  xmier  to  dissipate  his 
gn^f ;  and,  wlnle  he  remained  in  it^  munificentty  main<* 
^ed  a  hundred  knights  at  his  own  expense.  Time, 
^nd  the  stir  and  excitement  of  military  emprise,  hav- 
ing aubdtied  his  sorrow,  he  prepai-ed  to  return  to  his 
m&t&i  and  his  native  country ;  but  Baldwin,  anid^ 
ous  to  reteon  sodistingm^ied  a  leader  in  his  service, 
e^KsttedaM  his  'influence  to  procrastinate  his  depkN 
tnte;  and  'finally  attached  him  to  his  fortunes  by  pro^ 
misi}^  liim  the  hand  of  the  princess  Millescettt  hn 
eldest  dau^ter,  vrith  the  crown  of  Jerusalem  in  n^ 
vuisron.  The  Count  returned  to  France ;  but  it  was 
bnlyto  anange  his  affidrs  preparatoiy  to  bidding  rt  an 
eternal  fitfewell,  ihat  he  mi^  afterwards  &l  his  r&* 
sidmce  -permanendy  in  his  -adopted  country. 

A  few  years  prior  to  this  period,  the  utility  and 
popidarity  of  die  order  of  Saui^  John  had  suggest- 


*  TbH  crand«rww<3i<e&therof  Geoffiray,  Uw  head  of  the 
EogUili 
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ed  a  new  institution  for  kindred  pmposes.  About 
the  year  1119,  *  Hugh  de  PayeiiB,  Geoffrey  de  Saint 
Omer»  and  seven  other  gentlemen  of  France,  formed 
the  chivalrous  project  of  giving  the  c(»npanies  of  pal- 
mers, who  were  perpetually  passmg  throu^  the  country, 
a  regular  escort ;  and  to  render  this  voluntarily  impos- 
ed duty  the  more  binding  and  fraternal,  they  agreed^ 
like  the  Hospitallers,  to  imite  monkhood  and  knight- 
hood, in  honour  of  the  ^'  sweet  mother  of  God.*' 
For  several  years,  these  worthy  knights  pursued,  in 
poverty  and  obscurity,  but  with  unielaxed  zeal,  dieir 
benevolent  purpose.  No  new  members  joined  them 
—they  were  clothed  by  the  hand  of  diarity — and  the 
two  leaders  could  only  boast  of  one  battle-charger^ 
which  they  rode  in  common.  The  King,  neveruie- 
leas,  vouchsafed  them  his  spec\sl  countenance ;  and 
they  were  lodged  in  a  part  of  his  palace  near  the  site 
of  the  Temple.  The  history  of  their  union  being 
communicated  to  Pope  Honorius  the  Second,  he 
granted  his  sanction,  that,  in  imitation  of  the  Knights 
of  Saint  John,  they  should  constitute  themselves  a  mi- 
litary association ;  and  from  this  humble  origin  sprang 
the  Templars,  that  knightly  band,  which,  for  two 
centuries,  rivalled  the  Hospitallers  in  power  and  re- 
nown. The  Hospitallers  ^loouraged  with  generous 
zeal  the  formation  of  this  new  fraternity,  ana  granted 
it  pecuniary  assistance,  until  the  muiuficence.  of  aer 
cular  patrons  {Jaced  it  above  the  condition  of  a  de- 
pendent'institution.  These  soldiers  oi  the  pilgrims, 
as  they  were  primitively  called,  wore  a  white  mantk 

*  Vertot. — ^In  the  MSS.  of  Father  Hay,  presenred  in  tlie 
Advocates'  Library,  the  date  of  the  Templan*  Institntkm'is  aaid 
to  be  1117.  Vide  Maidment's  Templaria.  Bromptoii,  the 
English  histoTum,  affirms,  that  the  Knights  who  finmded  the  or- 
der were  origiitBlly  brethiea  of  the  Hospital  of  Saint  John.- 
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over  their  cluvalric  harness,  as  their  peculiar  habit,  to 
which  was  afterwards  added  a  red  cross,  emblazoned 
on  the  left  breast,   as  the  symbol  of  martyrdom. 
Their  helmet,  in  token  of  himulity,  had  no  crest, 
and  their  beards  were  suffered  to  remain  uncut,  after 
the  custom  of  the  Eastern  nations.  *     Their  great 
banner  was  of  white  linen  striped  with  black,  and 
ornamented  with  the  cross  of  the  Order;  and  the  old 
French  word  Bauseant^  by  which  name  it  was  com- 
monly known,  was  also  their  war-cry.     Fulk,  Coimt 
of  Anjou,  was  one  of  the  earliest  bene&ctors  of  the 
Order  ;  and  the  founder,  Hugh  de  Payens,  traversed 
a  great  part  of  Christendom,  to  excite  an  interest  mi 
its  behaSf.     On  his  return  to  Palestine  (1129),  ha 
brought  in  his  train  three  hundred  gentlemen  of  the 
noblest  &milies  of  the  West.     The  duties  of  the 
Templars  being  more  strictly  military  than  those  of 
the  brethren  of  Saint  John,  many  cavaliers,  whose  piety 
and  benevolence  were  not  sufficiently  ardent  to  carry 
them  through  the  charitable  cares  of  the  Hospital,  es- 
poused the  Bauseaut.foT  their  banner.     The  basis 
of  the  institution,  like  that  of  the  Hospitallers,  was 
chastity  and  obedience ;  and  the  ancient  Templars  are 
said  to  have  been  so  outrageously  virtuous,  that  they 
held  it  a  tempting  of  Providence  to  look  a  ^  woman 
in  the  face,  and  scrupled  even  to  kiss  their  own  mof 
thers  J  f     The  influence  of  the  £unous  Bernard  of 
Clairvaiix,  the  great   advocate  of  the  second  crur 
sade,    who  accorded  his  special  patronage  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Temple^  greatly  enriched  their  trea- 
sury, and  swelled  their  ranks ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
time,  the  Order  became  so  wealthy  and  puissant, 
that,  says  the   historian  Brompton,  <*this  daugh- 

•  Statutes  of  tilie  TempUn.        f  MiU's.  Hist,  of  Odvalnr. 
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ter  of  the  house  of  Saint  Jofan  almost  eclipsed  ber 
mother,  and  threatened  to  throw  her  into  peipetual 
diade."* 

The  King  of  Jertisalem  beheld  with  joy  this  new 
bulwaik  rise  round  his  throne;  and  tne  return  of 
Fdk  of  AnjoQ,  with  a  mnneRnis  body  of  Tassday 
added  another  boss  to  his  budkler,  Faithful  to  his 
promise,  he  gave  bis  dau^ter  in  marrii^  to  the 
Count ;  but,  in  the  nddst  of  the  bridal  leasts,  his 
ouiet  was  distuibed  by  the  intelligence,  that  j^oung 
Bohemond  of  Antiodi,  the  second  of  that  nuae, 
who  had  espoused  his  daughter  Alice,  had  fiJlen  in  a 
rAicontre  with  the  Inndds^  leaving,  m  munt  pnnovas 
to  inherit  his  possessions,  and  the  cares  and- perils  in* 
sroan^Ie  from  regal  state.  IlieKii^  instantly  hasten* 
ea  to  Antioch  in  order  to  assume  the  regency  during 
her  minority ;  but,  on  presenting  himseli  at  the  gates 
of  that  city,  he  found  them  mnt  against  him,  and 
learned  wiUi  sorrow,  that  the  Princess  Alice,  indig* 
nant  at  being  exduded  from  the  throne  of  Jerusalem 
bv  the  conditions  of  her  aster's  manii^e  widi.  the 
Count  of  Ai^ott,  and  actuated  by  axmndous  de- 
^ns,  had  restnved  to  dispute  his  authority,  and  rdb6 
the  principality  in  her  daxqghter's  name.  Tde  inha* 
bitants,  howerer,  aware  that  the  constant  jeopardy  to 
"which  they  were  exposed  by  the  ipcursiose  of  the 
-Tuikomans,  requiredthem  to  choose  «  irairior,  not  a 
>roman  fiar  their  sovereign,  admitted  the  .Kipg  se- 

*  Anotfier  cbaiitdble  uA  religious  society  beesiae  mifitary 
dMVt  the  eantt  iksriod,  under  ibe  tume  of  Ibe  Ordef  of  Saiixt  X4h 
unit ;  Imt,  iSkaagh  it  obtabed  variow  f^tbfSefn,  fusd  wat'indl 
endowed,  it  nev^r  vttivioai  any  fiuna.  Tbe'eiut/oilepnipwmA^ 
'^legmid  titijectofthe  Knights  of  SaurtLiuanii,  udtkeir  Cfrand- 
master  was  always  a  leper.  Their  eroes  was  green,  and  their 
iMMpildtwntalgdsdLaniettoB,  inboiMsrof  AMrtMvy  iffinit. 
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cietly  into  the  dty^  yAddi  instantly  adnowledged 

his  authority  (Udl)  ;  and  the  Phnoess  Dowager 

tvas  sent  into  honourable  retirement  at  Laodicean 

This  en)editioa  was  the  last  important,  act  of  Bald- 

win's  reign.     On  his' return  to  Jerusalem,  he  was 

siezed  with  a  violent  distemper,  brought  on'  by  the 

mental  imeasiness  which  his  daughter  s  conduct  had 

occasioned.     Some  historians  say,  that,  before  his 

death,'  he  so  &r  gave  way  to  the  despondency  that 

oppressed  him,  as  to  renounce  the  wcxid  and  assume 

a  religious  habit  ;*  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  thie  tears 

and  lamentiatioiis  of  his  people  followed  him  to  the 

grave. 

In  accordance  with  the  wiQ  of  the  departed  mon- 
an^  the  Count  of  Anjou,  by  virtue  of  his  mannge 
with' the  Princess  Millescent,  succeeded  to  the  crown. 
ScaroeW  had  he  laid  the  dead  king  in  his  tomb,  when 
Antioch  again  became  the  &eatre  of  cabals  and  con- 
piracies,  through  the  machinations  of  the  Princess 
Alioe.  Despairing  of  Tnaking  good  her  claim  as  oo- 
heiress  of  Jerusaliem,  that  ambiti<)us  woman  exerted 
allher  ingenuity  to  dispossess Jierinfimt  daughter  of 
h^  paternal  inheritance.  Several  Latin  Lords  es- 
potis^  her  cause,  which,  though  she  was  the 
youi^r  of  Baldwin's  daughters,  was  not  without  a. 
seniUance  of  justice ;  and  the  rights  of  the  in&ht 
IMncess  being  at  the  dame  time  contested  by  her 
^^ousin,  Roger  Duke  of  Apulia,  nothing  but  the 
proiDptitude  with  which  the  King  of  Jerusalem  intelr-' 
posed  in  her  behalf  could  have  preserved  her  patrin 
^oiiy.  Accompanied  by  a  small  .but  chosen  band  of 
l^n^ts,  he  advanced  on  Antioch  by  forced  marches. 
The  Counts  of  Tripoli  and  Edessa,  both  of  whom. 

•:  Fidkr. 
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vtae  adnerse  to  lus  inteifisrencey  endeavoioed  to  in* 
tero^  his  pK^ress ;  but  he  scattered  their  forces ; 
and,  entering  wo  distuibed  city,  speedily  suppressed 
the  incipient  revolt*     It  wbs  soon  evident  to  the 
King,    that  a  state  like  Antioch,  threatened  with 
host^e  inroads  from  without,  and  intestine  tumults 
within,  could  neither  enjoy  prosperity  nor  peace,  un« 
less  the  sovereignty  devolved  on  a  warlike  and  rigor- 
ous prince  ;  and,  actuated  by  this  impression,  he  re- 
solved on  betrothing  the  young  Constance  to  some 
Christian  knight,  whose  &me  in  arms  would  be  as  a 
buckler  between  her  and  her  enemies.     The  choice 
fell  on  Raymond  of  Poitiers,  youngest  son  of  WHliamji 
the  seventh  Duke  of  Acquitain — a  cavalier  with  whom 
he  had  long  been  in  habits  of  fiiendship,  and  who 
was  honoured  throughout  Europe  as  a  redoubted 
stddien     Joubert,  a  Hospitaller  in  great  £ivour  with 
the  Slings  was  intrusted  with  this  delicate  negotiation  ; 
and  he  accordingly  repaired  to  the  court  of  Hemy* 
the  First  of  Endand^  where  Count  Raymond  then 
was,  to  invite  bun  to  enter  into  this  illustiious  alli- 
ance.    The  Hospitafier  discharged  his  missibn  witli 
fidelity  and  discretion.     Raymond  accepted  the  ofl^r 
with  transport,  and  prepared  with  gallant  alaoity  to 
throw  himself  at  the  feet  of  has  mistress,  vrho^  in  point 
of  age,  was  a  mere  child ;  but  as  a  pleasant  and  quaint 
historian  *  justly  remarks,   ^  l^ey  never  want  yeara 
to  marry,  who  have  a  kingdom  for  their  poidon.  "> 
The  Duke  of  Apulia,  when  he  became  aware  of  tlie 
oontemplated  aUiance,   stationed   emissaries   at  all 
liie  European  ports,  fior  the  puipose  of  interesting 
the  young  bridegroom-elect  on  his  journey;   }fut 
Raymond)  through  the  addiefla  of  his  conductor;  i» 

*  FuOer,  li.iLc3i.zx. 
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i  nil  t)ic  mates  litifl  for  his  ajipK-beiiiitufi, 
tuAlljr   made   llic  voyagp   lo   Sytiu,   in  ono  ol 
~seU  nfiich  Urn  riral   liad  riimluyed  to  cutv  ti 
.her  fur  Ifie  cMubliitliiiieiit  ot  his  riglits.     t)i*i 
I  as  inerchsnts,  he  luJ  die  tn»t\  Joiibcrt  were  si 
n  the  itolemiiinUioi 
b  tiii])ti«l.'!  nitli  the  IVincesg,  he  was  fomiUj  fl 
illed  in  the  sovereignty.  ' 

■  While  the  Kiiig  of  Jerusalem  whs  thtii  emplol 
rcMd)lvihiiig  Count  Rsyniund  in  thu  gtivenim 
f  AtttioCh,  the  Egyptiart  8«riu*ns.  who 
cttlun,  die  key  of  Piilestine  towunls  Ej^_^ 

n  frontier,  oiid  sjiread  de.ith  Rild  dd^ 
'le  trails  of  his  capital.     The  eiiergi ' 
nir«s  adiipted  by  Queen  Millescent,  who  h 
s  of  goveraiiimt  in  hei  oonsort's  absenet.',  i 
plcH  this   innmd  ;  lunl,  to  check  the  liiture   i 

n  uf  the  Ittfidclfl,  nhe  refortified  the  ancient  d 

iBeefsbeho,  m  the  edge  of  the  desert,  and  11... 

n  its  dcicnre  to  the  tlo^itailers,  who  made  tl 

e  of  flmw  and  of  rpfagc  ta  the  Christini 

ibited  the  districl.     From  [his  lime  furwaid,  ll 

intiet  heeame  die  arena  of  perpetiEuJ  c( 
li  hetween  the  InfideLi  und  iln  '.^^n;  ;'  . 
e  btmifttnt  md  the  bumiei  ut 
7alry.  on  the  h&hv:  ■ 
hClirfel^ndomretoimdcd  wiih  ll,,  ,' 
lh»  nuldieis  of  the  Cross.     Pi-itnTi  sumiliuuii^d  ^ 
Ptxiried  in  the  hubit  itnd  hartiesH  of  itiei 
gnbi ;  and  kings  were  jiroiid  to  be  enrolled  uud 
brHetorioiWHtandardii.    Al()boiiso  the  Fimt,  Ki^ 
^Aire^n  nnil  Navarre,  hnviug  Tif>  i>fl<pntig.  r 
k  lUitKtHutsm  HO  Ikr,  w  to  name  tlie  ICiiightn  I 
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tbould  supp<Mt  him  in  all  his  wan  against  the  Moor- 
ish princes  who  had  esU^lished  themselves  in  £^aitt. 
This  munificent  bequest— a  bequest  which»  in  modem 
.days,  would  justly  be  pronounced  surpassing  the  legal 
laigess  e¥en  of  a  crowned  king — was  renewed  and 
ratified  8  few  days  before  the  Moiiscoes  cut  him  an4 
his  whole  wray  to  pieces  in  a  pitched  battle  (1 1^). 
Tbe  wiO  of  Alph<msoy  however,  obtained  but  small 
respect  from  his  subjects ;  and  the  chdms  of  the  mi- 
litwy  orders  were  formally  set  aside  by  the  giaiH 
dees  of  the  two  kingdoiiiSy  who,  as  the  natuial 
custodiers  of  the  crowns,  conferred  them  on  priaeeB 
of  their  own  election.  On  intelligence  of  tlieae 
proceedkig9  reaching  Jerusalem,  the  Knights,  who 
regarded  themselves  as  wrcmged,  held  several  conn* 
cils ;  and  it  was  determined  to  send  deputies  into 
£^Min  to  enforce  their  rights.  The  Hospitallers  tie* 
puted  their  Grrandmast^,-  Du  Puis,  to  repreaeot 
them ;  and,  accompanied  by  several  experienced 
knights,  and  the  deputies  of  the  Temj^lars,  he  sailed 
for  the  West.  AU  his  vigilance  and  zeal,  however, 
felled  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  successful  issue. 
The  Piince  of  Airagon  indeed  entered  into  a  partial 
compromise,  by  which  he  secured  to  himself  the  ua* 
fettered  sovereignty,  and  awarded  to  the  knights  onlj 
a  few  manors  and  castles;  but  the  King  of  Navarre 
refused  to  accede  to  any  treaty  whatever,  and  the  fl»i 
puties  had  to  abandon  the  negotiation  in  despais; 

The  Grandmaster  returned  to  Palestine  in  1141; 
and  in  the  same  year,  Fdk  of  Anjou  dosed  his 
reign.  While  following  the  chase  on  the  plains  of 
Acre,  he  was  thrown  feom  his  horse,  and  fbiind,  in*  a 
peaceful  pastime,  the  death  which  he  had  so  oftca 
defied  in  the  brunt  of  battle.  This  prince  was  new* 
h  WL^  years  of  i^e  idien  he  mamed  the  RiiuHHft 
Blillesoent;  and,'tfaou^  renowned  for  valour  and 
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IKCfl]  ttrangtht  hsd  bo  tniacheroua  a  memorv,  tl: 
1  wmni*.     "  Yet,  thoasjf 
e  wliilst  lie  lived. "  uvn  l'ult<rrji| 
^doi]  one  aavi  he  is  Aead ;  mil  hU  n 
lus  to  pMtcritie."      He  left  two  » 
ITT) — Baldwin,  a  boy  uf  lliirti<cn,  tuiii  / 
r   AniBury,  a  ohild  Rcarcely  iieven  yc^an 
Tlie  Quran,  iheir  innUwr.  vrho  iiiliiiriwd  i 
imbitioR  *□<!  love  uf  enterpntc  of  hor  mce,  mwli| 
(t  nol  merely  tiie  itigmey,  but  Uw  uiw 
1  sovereignty   in   1im   own  person ;   ' 
8  of  tlie  kingdom  were  iirgent  for  a  capuin 
«ng:  and,  at  Ore  rtHk  of  ■  iiangniiiary  raptuni 
(win,  sAer  inncli  contention,  luctmiled  the  tltnino 
■  tbe  nndentanding  that  hut  motlicr  was  ti 
^npterne  power  dong  with  him. 
""")  Millcscgnt  and  her  son's  partigans   w 
in  thid  vuiprofitHble  coijl*<3t,  ZengFii,  n 
1   Turkoiniui   leader.    Sultan   of  Mosul  c 

he  principality  »f  Edmsa.  Jusrclyi 
e  &iend  of  Baldwin  du  Boiirg,  >    " 
Hb  had  died,   like  a  warrior,  of  an  i 

Ic  watching  tl)L'  tliglit  of  tliu  inim 
IN  111  to  which  he  had  been  bom 
il  (he  soti  ivhom  he  left  t 
'-.,  and  will)  had  turned  like  i 
\  ■  ■■■'  ■'■    , 'Mill  (in  which  Ilia  fiith«rhoiioiip 
[Bi-d   im    liir,   liad   Tieilliw  tliB  fnpaoit)-  i 
l^'Iiutrtial  vnierpriM!   rei]nisiir   in  a   prinw  wl 
ere  lie^rt  liv  warlike  ntul  iiniilni-iiblc  i 
Vhi  lVI<.i,...-ii..-i,'tli :"i.ri>  (tewrtefl  in  their 

'  11'.'  been  ihuloat  to* 
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Palestine  would  hasten  to  their  relie£  But,  «t  ieilg^ 
the  Moslems  entered  the  bieacbes  sword  in  hand ; 
the  city  was  given  up  to  pillage ;  and,  had  no^  the 
career  of  Zenghi  been  soon  after  cut  short  by  the 
poniard  of  a  uavey  who  assassinated  him  in  his  tent» 
the  effeminate  Courtenayy  who  had  abandoned  hin^ 
telf  to  the  puisuits  of  a  voluptuary  in  the  town  <^ 
Turbessely  would  have  been  stripped  of  his  whole 
possessions. 

.  The  loss  of  Edessa,  which  Noureddin,  the  sona^d 
successor  of  Zeng^  finally  subjugated,  was  a  &taIbl(Mr 
to  the  Latin  power  in  the  £ast ;  and  from  that  day 
historians  date  the  oommencemtmt  of  its  decline.  The 
heroes  of  the  crusade  had  all  sunk  into  the  gi^rye ; 
and  their  descendants,  emasculated  by  the  voltmtuoua 
dimate  of  the  East,  inherited  the  lands  their  uthcaes' 
■words  had  won,  without  the  knightly  qualities  jx^ 
qusite  to  preserve  them.  The  young  King  alone^ 
and  the  military  orders,  stood  staunchly  by  the  Chris- 
tian banner ;  but  the  valour  of  a  handful  of  resolute 
men  was  as  dust  in  the  balance  against  the  countlesB 
hordes  who  iaoessantly  hovered  on  the  ccmfincs  of 
the  kingdom.  In  these  critical  circumstanQe%  the 
Latins  resolved  to  supplicate  the  Princes  of  the  W/iSt 
to  undertake  a  new  crusade ;  and  the  Bislu^.  of 
Zabulon  was  doqpiitched  to  Eurojpe  with  instructioBS 
to  spare  no  effort  to  rewaken  theur  latent  zeaL  The 
inexperienced  and  versatile  Louis  the  Seventh  was 
then  seated  on  the  French  throne;  and  having, 
shortly  before  &e  envoy's  arrival,  in  a  mommit  of 
ferocious  exasperation,  put  the  whole  inhabitants  of 
a  rebellious  city  *  to  the  sword,  the  prelate  found 
Um  wei^ied  down  with  xemone,  and  quite  eager  to 

•  ritri. 
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<$Xfi$tc  hia  crime  by  any  warlike  penance  which  the 

wmh  might  impose*     Pope  Eugenius  the  Third, 

the  poBtiff  of  that  er%  confirmed  him  in  the  pious 

impression,  that  he  dould  not  render  a  more  acoepi* 

able  servioe  to  heaven,  than  by  perihng  his  body  ia 

Paynim  war,  for  the  solace  of  his  som;  and  foarth- 

wi^  papal  l»idb  were  scattered  thickly  throughout 

Chris^endoia,  exhorting  all  ranks  to  take  up  arms  for 

the  defence  of  the  Holy  Land.   Among  others^  Ber* 

lEuvd,  ab^t  of  Ckirvsox,  the  oracle  of  the  age» 

whos^  pioDos  kbonis  were  snbsequeotly  rewarded  with 

dmofdaatKHiy  espoused  the  popular  theme ;  and,  foi- 

lowing  in  the  feotsteps  of  Peter  the  Hermit,  he  made 

Franoe  and  Germany  jresomid  with  his  miraeulooa 

eloeu«ice.  *    In  the  same  breath  he  reproached  the 

mnttitiides,  who  crowded  to  hear  his  prelections,  with 

kidifierence  to  the  &te  of  tiiie  heritage  of  Christ, 

and  eidaigedy  with  thettensportof  a  pzoj^t,  on  the 

triiXD^f^  that  awaited  the  £iith&d  soldiers  of  the 

Cross.     The  ^ertioos  of  this  holy  en^usiast  not 

only  strcng^Mned  the  French  King  in  his  chivaL* 

foaa  determination  to  take  the  field,  but  sdired  jsj^ 

Comad  the  Third,  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the 

ftajokity  of  his  barons,  to  engage  in  the  enterprise. 

'Shoiing  nniadbs,  say  l3ie  chronicles  of  the  tinns, 

'#ere  not  wanting  to  compass  this  great  event.  Saint 

Bernard^  in  &e  Emperor^s  presence,  took  hold  of  a 

-.  ^  Saint  Beroani's  aaaterity  of  life  is  a  &Yo«nte  theii»p  wilih 
iht  movkilh  ehronider^  On  one.  occa^xiy  he  happened  to 
fix  his  eyes  on  the  &ce  of  a  woman ;  but  immediately  reflecting 
that  this  was  temptation,  he  ran  to  a  pond,  end  leaped  np  to 
^  neek  into  fhe  water,  wMeh  was  then  as  ooU  as  iee>  to 
.  jpidiialLliiinael£,.«nd  te  vanquish  Um  enemy.  This  freak  n««rr 
]]r  cost  him  his  ^£^.^Vide  BuUer't  J^vet  ^  Me  Sain^ 
▼oL  TiU.  p.  229. 
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kme  child,  and,  hsmg  nnctifiMl  it  hy  the  t^gia,  of 
the  01*086,  a^ynrod  k,  in  the  name  of  the  Redeeoier, 
to  rise  and  walk,  that  the  monodi  mig^  knoir  that 
God  approved  of  his  zeaL  The  kmeter  rose  as 
commanded ;  and  the  Emperor,  won  upon  by  the 
pious  fiaud,  sdemnly  engaged  to  give  mil  utmost 
support  to  the  crusade*  So  hi^was  the.  levereaee 
in  lAadk  the  Saint  was  held,  tint  many  of  the  prift^ 
dbal  ornsaders,  regarding  him  as  another  Moses^* 
called  imon  him  to  head  die  enterprise  in  pensoB,. 
and.  iDaa  them  to  the  land  of  promise*  But  ^tm 
Abbot  was  not  less  prudent  than  he  was  pious.  He 
declined  mingling  in  the  shock  of  q)eafs;  andne^' 
tiled  into  his  abbey,  leaving  to  the  mailed  mulli^ 
tudes  whom  his  eloquence  and  miraeles  had  iek 
flamed,  the  toil  and  Jpeiil  attendant  on  the  baa*' 

The  united  hosts  of  the  two  regal  crusadess  exr- 
eeeded  two  hundred  thousand  men*:  j^anee  and 
Germany  poured  fordi  the  pride  of  their  population; 
and  bands  of  high-born  dames,  at  the  head  ofn^om 
rode  Eleanor  of  Gtnenne,  the  oonsoct  of  the  WnaA 
King,  appeared  in  aims,  like  the  Amazons  of  aiu> 
cient  £ible,  and,  by  their  presence  at  <iie  reriens  and 
musterings  of  the  troops,  incited  them  to  deeds- of 
noble  emprise.  But  the  &te  of  this  army,  nUeh 
left  Europe  burning  widi  the  proudest  hopes^  was 
scaieely  less  disastrous  than  that  of  the  mighty  nb* 
ble  led  by  die  Hermit,  ivfaieh  had  beoi  he^  down 
to  a  man  in  the  wilds  of  Anatolia*  Conrad,  who 
set  out  first,  and  who  calculated  on  being  received 
with  princely  hospitality  by  Ins  brodier^tu-'law,  Ma- 
nuel Comnenus^  Emperor  <^  the  East,  fsuni'the 
Greeks  filled  with  dismay  at  the  arrival  of  so  great 
an  armament,  and  every  way  disposed  to  deport 
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tkemu^es  wkh  their  chanicteiistic  perfidy.  Con- 
ndf  Bideed,  had  no  reason  to  ooniplain  personally  of 
his  treatment  in  Constantinopk  ;  but  not  so  his  £oU 
kmetSk  They  were,  if  credit  may  be  placed  in  the 
amlalistS'of  tne  time,  fed  with  bread  mixed  witk 
lime  and  piaster,  which  they  were  compelled  to  pur« 
ebsse  at  an  exMbitant  price ;  and  the  wells  and 
castelsisof  afl  the  ^^oes  through  which  they  passed 
wen*  poisokiad*  The  guides  i^iom  Mannel  fiir- 
nidwd  to  lead  them  into  Anatolia,  betrayed  themr 
iota  the  hands  of  the  Infidels ;  and  Conrad  at  last 
swt  hia  half^-starved  and  worn-out  host  cut  in  pieces 
before  his  fiu)e^  in  the  mountains  of  Cappidocia. 
The  expedition  of  the  French  King  was  scarcely 
mcore  fiMrtmiate.  It  readied  Syria,  howev«*,  i^ker 
iiMDy  sanguinary  conflicts,  and,  in  concert  with  the 
soldiery  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  broken  remains  of 
Conrad^s  army,  besieged  Damascus.  The  Knights 
of  the  Hoflpital  and  Temple  were  foremost  in  tius 
war ;  and  I^amascus  woula  have  seen  the  yoke  of 
fne  centuries  severed  by  their  vict<mous  swords,  had 
not  intngues  and  cabals  regarding  the  future  so- 
veeeighty  of  the  contemplated  conquest  agitated  the 
Onislian  camp.  The  Syrian  Lords,  jealous  of  an 
avowed  intention  to  bestow  it  on  Thierri,  Count  of 
l^anders,  one  of  the  new  crusade,  entered  into  a 
tieaaoiiacble  conespondence  wi&  t^e  enemy;  and, 
thtbag^  their  machinations,  the  enterprise  miscar- 
ried. ^  The  two  monarchs,  disgusted  with  thia  a- 
tiDcioiU  proceeding,  abandoned  the  sacred  territory  to 
i(&  &te,  and^  returned  to  Europe  (1 148),  leaving  the 
countries  which  iheyfaad  aspued  to  conquer  wlft^- 
ed  wilh  their  vassals'  bones.  It. is  eomputed  that,  in 

•  ^lUi^m,  Atebbkhop  of  Tyre. 
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this  eru^^y  nearly  two  hulidred  thcAAand  m&n  fe* 
ridied.  Several  c^  llie.  most  illustrious  finmlies  <rf 
France  and  Germany  wete  rooted  up  by  it;  and 
Saint  Bernard,  denounced  by  bereaved  Christendom 
98  8  false  prophet,  found  all  his  eloquence  barely 
sufficient  to  rescue  him  from  martyrdom. 

The  Latin  Christians  of  Syria  and  Palestine  had 
$oon  reason  to  repent  their  betrayal  of  the  two  sovd* 
xei^  who  had  come  from  such  a  distance,  and  at  the 
expense  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  to  fight  ^!r 
battles.  The  peril  of  their  situation  was  increased  by  the 
brawls  which  incessantly  prevailed  between  the  yomg 
Kiog  and  his  mother,  who  had  submitted  hersdf  en- 
tirely to  the  guidance  of  a  &vottrite  Lord.  This 
domestic  strife  ended  in  an  open  rupture ;  and  had 
not  the  Queen  ultimately  resigned  her  moiety  oi  the 
Idngdom,  and  retired  altogether  from  the  cares  cS 
government,  her  son  would  have  forcibly  deposed 
her.  As  to  foreign  foes— on  the  one  side,  Noured- 
dio,  son  of  the  fonous  Zenghi,  invaded  the  prjao- 
polity  of  Antioch,  and  routed  and  slew  Count  Ray- 
mond its  sovereign ;  while,  on  the  other,  the  Sultan 
of  Iconium  entered  Tuibessel,  and  took  yoong 
Courtenay,  the  titular  prince  of  Edessa,  prisoneri 
who  soon  after  died  in  chains  (1150.)*  These 
barbarians,  blood-thirsty  and  merciless  wasted  tile 
land  far  and  wide ;  And  the  King  of  Jerusalem  made 
haste  to  interpose  such  troops  as  he  could  martial 
between  the  mgitive  Christians,  who  fled  towards  his 
capital,  and  the  marauders.  At  the  head  of  )m  no- 
bles, and  escorted  by  the  two  military  orders,  who 
formed  by  fitr  the  most  efficient  part  of  his  army,  he 
directed  his  march  towards  Antiodu    Kouiredd«i» 

*  Archlnshop  of  Tyre. 
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w^gBftiing  him  as  delivered  into  his  hands,  hemmed 
ifi  his  little  band  on  every  side^  and  incessantly  as- 
tailed  it ;  but  so  impenetrable  a  front  did  it  present, 
t^  the  Infidels  retired  discomfited  from  every  charge. 
The  young  King,  animated  by  the  example  of  His 
loiights,  deported  himself  with  great  bravery  through- 
out the  whole  of.  this  perilous  march,  and,  despite 
th^  yigilanoe  of  Noureddin,  safely  entered  Antiodu 
Wbile  he  was  yet  employed  in  driving  the  barbarians 
from  that  principality,  an  incursion  of  two  other 
T^oman  leaders,,  at  a  different  point,  almost  de- 
prived him  of  his  own  capitaL     These  chie&,  aware 
oi  the  defenceless  state  in  which  Jerusalem  had  been 
^^  suddenly  burst  into  the  Christian  territory,  and, 
almost  before  the  inhabitants  were  aware  of  their 
advance,  presented  themselves  in  the  vicinage  of  the 
9^taL     It  was  evening  when  the  Christians  beheld 
diem  encamp  on  Mount  Olivet,  and  prepare  to  carry 
the  city,  which  was  almost  ungarrisoned,  by  esca* 
Me,  on  the  ensuing  day.   SpeecUly  recovering,  how- 
ler, from  the  panip  which  their  arrival  occasioned^ 
^  encoun^ed  to  make  a  resolute  defence  by  the 
^  Hospitallers  and  Templars  who  had  remained 
Vlund  for  their  protection,  they  flew  to  arms,  and» 
^'itjiput  waiting  to  be  assailed  within  the  ramparts* 
'^oh  they  were  not  sufSciently  numerous  to  defend^ 
^ed  out  at  midnight  on  the  enemy,  burned  th^ir 
^9iAp,  and  completely  routed  them.    The  fugitives 
)vho  escaped  their  swords,  were  subsequently  scatter- 
ed by  a  body  of  cavalry,  headed  by  the  King  in  per- 
^)  on  its  way  back  to  Jerusalem;  and  ^e  few. 
wliQ  hved  to  reach  the  Jordan,  were  drowned  in  at- 
^9)){>(ii]g..to  swim  across  that  sacred  stream.  * 

*  AreUnshop  of  Tyre. 
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The  King,  enraged  at  the  devastftticos  of  these 
baibarians,  soon  after  made  a  reprisal  on  the  side  of 
Ascalon,  and  carried  fire  and  sword  to  the  gates  id- 
that  fortress,  which  he  closely  invested  hjf  hnd^ 
while  Gerard,  Lord  of  Sidon,  blockaded  it  by  flea* 
This  frontier  city,  which  reposed  at  the  base  of  a, 
hiU,  and  stretched  in  a  semieirde  along  the  ae»* 
shore,  was  strongly  fortified,  and  well  supplied  with. 
warlike  engines ;  and  so  de^rate  was  the  drfeQca  4t 
made,  that,  at  the  end  of  five  months,  the  Chriatiaofiy 
dispirited  at  seeing  the  blockade  nused  by  en  EgJ^ 
tian  armament,  and  ample  succours  thrown  iato.  the* 
place,  called  upon  their  King  to  abandon  thesicgei^ 
Baldwin,  though  one  of  the  bravest  princes  that  had 
reigned  in  Palestine  since  the  days  of  God&ey  id- 
Bouillon,  would  probably  have  yielded  tp  thiead* 
vice,  had  not  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Ho^itaUem^ 
and  other  valiant  men,  represented  to  him  the  p^ 
inseparable  from  such  a  proceeding,  and  the  likeli- 
hood that  the  Sultan  would,  in  revenge,  insult  him 
within  the  very  waHs  of  Jerusalem.   Fortified  by  these 
i^resentations,  the  King  resolved  to  continue  the- 
siege ;  and,  for  a  time,  the  Infidels  were  allowed  to  wa^ 
^eir  ardour  in  sallies,  which  cost  them  much  bldiodyr. 
without  being  attended  with  any  signal  advant^gj^. 
Seeing  them  chafed  at  length  by  mis  fruitier  waste  9i 
life,  the  Christians  felt  their  courage  revive  sod  be- 
came more  desperate  in  their  assaults*     Tlie  Tfio^, 
plars,  having  succeeded  in  filling  up  a  part  of  the  dit^ 
opposite  their  position,  rolled  a  huge  wpoden.  tower . 
dose, to  the  walls,  from  ^e  summit  of  whid^wby' 
means  of  a  railed  drawbridge,  they  hoped  to. tlui)^- 
themselves  sword  in  hand  into  the  city*     Tl^  89l^> 
cens,  startled  at  these  preparations,  endimp^i^  .^  • 
bum  the  tower,  by  setting  fire  to  a  great  .ju^o^^Qm^ 
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combusflh^,  ^vhich  theyhftd  cast  down  near  it  at  the 
foot  of  the  rampart.  But  in  the  night,  while  the  con* 
Hagration  was  raging,  a  strong  wina  rose  and  hiew  the 
flames  fiercely  against  the  wall,  and  so  completely 
calcined  the  mortar  that  the  solid  hidwark  gavie  way. 
In  the  morning,  the  Templars,  who,  nothing  doubt- 
ed that  their  tower  had  been  destroyed,  beheld  it 
not  only  uninjured,  but  frowning  over  the  fiJlen  nun- 
pat,  which  was  thrown  down  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leaiFe  a  piiacticable  breach.  Their  Grandmaster,  trans-* 
ported  witii  joy,  and  anxious  to  retain  all  the  honour 
of  the  achievement  to  his  own  fraternity,  without  in- 
timating the  circumstance  to  the  King,  ordered  his 
kni^ts  to  uiarshall,  and  advance  to  the  assault.  He 
was  promptly  obeyed ;  and,  sword  in  hand,  shout- 
ing the  Chnstian  war-cry,  the  Templars  rushed  tu- 
moltuou^  into  the  beleaguered  city.  The  inha- 
bitants, panic-stricken,  and  thinking  the  fortress 
taken^  at  first  made  no  effort  to  defend  it ;  but  the 
Grandmaster,  more  anxious  to  prevent  the  rest 
of  the  Christian  army  from  entering  the  breach,  and 
sharing  in  the  renown  of  the  exjdoi^  than  to  succour 
his  friends,  whom  he  regarded  as  the  special  purvey- 
OQ  of  his  order,  frdled  to  give  them  due  assistance  ; 
and  the  Bifidels,  spesedily  discovering  the  insignifi- 
cant force  with  which  they  had  to  contend,  rauied, 
and  made  a  stout  resistance.  Missiles  of  every  de- 
scr^on  were  showered  from  the  house-tops  on  the 
heads  of  the  Templars,  by  which  many  of  them  were 
slain;  and  the  renmant  at  last  had  to  retreat  in  the 
utmost  confrision  to  the  breach.  In  vain  the  Grand- 
master endeavoured  to  keep  possession  of  that  im- 
portant gap.  The  furious  charges  of  the  Infidels 
were  inesistible ;  and,  no  sooner  were  the  Christians 
wm^Jefc^  didodgedj  than  new  defences  were  throtm 


74  RAYMOND  0U  PUIS, 

Up  in  their  Veiy  teeth,  and  the  breach  thereby  render- 
ed unpracticable. 

While  the  Christian  army  was  yet  smarting  un- 
der this  untoward  repulse,  for  which  the  Templars 
were  sharply  and  generally  reprobated,  the  garrison 
of  Ascalon  made  a  fierce  sally,  boldly  threw  theni«- 
selves  into  the  Christian  camp,  and  penetrated  even 
to  the  King's  tent.  Baldwin,  girt  by  the  chivalry  of 
his  army,  deported  himself  like  a  brave  soldier,  and, 
by  his  \Blorou8  resistance,  gave  his  troops  time  to  re- 
cover their  panic.  The  Templars,  covered  with 
shame  at  their  recent  disaster,  flung  themselves,  reck- 
less of  life,  into  the  hottest  of  the  battle ;  and  the 
HospitaUers,  equally  prodigal  of  their  blood,  dash- 
ed with  the  same  desperate  onset  into  the  centre  of 
the  Saracen  ranks.  Though  the  sally  was  made 
eariy  in  the  day,  it  was  evening  befbre  either  party 
showed  a  disposition  to  retire  from  the  field.  At 
length,  a  charge,  headed  by  the  Christian  King  in 
person,  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in  his  &vour.  Tike 
Saracens  gav6  Way,  and  fled  towards  the  ramparts  of 
Ascalon,  hotly  pursued  by  the  victors.  No  quarter 
was  given,  and  the  Christian  lines  swam  with  infidel 
blood.  The  gamson,  fflled  with  dismay  at  this  sig- 
nal defeat,  in  which  the  flower  of  the  Egyptian  suc- 
oours  penshed,  held  council  as  to  the  necessity  of 
capitulating ;  and  their  deliberations  were  quickened 
by  a  huge  stone  being  thrown  into  the  city,  which, 
fidliiig  on  a  beam  that  forty  men  were  carrying  to 
oonstruct  a  barricade  within  the  rampart,  cnished 
nearly  all  of  them  to  death.  On  the  ISth  of  Au-> 
gust  1154,  the  Saracens  evacuated  the  town  by  trea- 

2,  and  retired  with  their  efiects  iAto  the  desert  |  laid 
a  Cross  was  planted  on  the  towers  which  they  had 
^br&vely  defended— « triumph,  than  whidi,  &e  Vbm^ 
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tian  snooB  had  ackieved  none  greater  since  the  con- 
quest of  Jerusalem. 

Tlie  capture  of  Ascalon  showered  new  honours  on 
the  Hospitallers ;  for,  in  token  of  his  sense  of  their 
services  on  that  occasion,  Pope  Anastasius  the  Fourth 
greatly  extended  the  privileges  of  the  order — a  pro^ 
oeeding  which  gave  much  offence  to  the  secular  cler- 
gy oi  Palestine,  who  spumed  at  the  idea  of  thes^ 
military  friars  being  exempted  from  the  episcopal  jn^ 
risdictiom  ^  Both  parties  ultimately  appealed  to  the 
Hdy  See ;  when  the  reigning  Pope,  more  anxious 
to  engage  a  powerful  military  body  like  the  Hospi*- 
tallers  in  his  interest,  than  a  few  discontented  bi- 
^ops,  gave  judgment  in  &vour  of  the  Knights^-^not 
without  suspicion  of  hiaving  been  accessible  to  oor*- 
niption.  Whether  this  suspicion  was  just,  it  were 
now  idle  to  inquire ;  but  the  chivalrous  and  generous 
spirit  that  had  actuated  the  Order  in  its  infrmcy,  oer^ 
tainly  began  abou^  this  period  to  give  indications  of 
dedme.  Rendered  avaricious  by  the  munificent  do^ 
nations  that  were  continually  poured  into  their  trea- 
sury, these  Christian  soldiers  so  fer  forgot  their  knight- 
ly cliaracter,  as  to  refuse  to  msux^h  to  the  defence 
of  Paneas,  unless  Humfrey  de  Thoron,  Constable 
pf  the  kingdom,  to  whom  that  place  appertained 
in  fe^  would  consent  to  divide  lite  revenue^  ^th 
them ;  to  which  condition,  which  can  only  be  defend-- 
^  on  die  supposition  that  the  service  was  of  i^ 
private  nature,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  assent. 
Paneas,  at  one  time  called  Csesarea  PhiHppi,  was  si-* 
^uated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Libanus,  and  was  the 
frontier  fortress  of  the  Christian  territory  on  the  sid^ 
of  Damascus,  which  adbiowle^ed  the  formidable 
Noureddin  for  its  sovereign.  TOie  Hospitallers  dc- 
pacted  wiUi  great  pompx>n  this  mercenary  enterprise 
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but  onthe  mardi  Nomeddin  bunt  cm  them  from  ba 
ambush,  and,  though  they  fought  with  their  usual 
bravery,  cut  them  down  ahnodt  to  a  man,  and  complet- 
ed his  triumph  by  the  capture  of  the  city  which  they 
had  hired  themadvea  to  defend.  In  an  att«npt  to  re- 
trieve this  disaster,  another  Christian  force,  command- 
ed by  the  King  in  person,  was  attacked  by  the  Tnfidels 
under  similar  circumstances ;  and  so  totally  routed, 
.that  the  flower  of  the  Christian  lances,  including 
Bertiand  de  Blanchfort,  Grandmaster  of  the  Tem- 
plars, were  taken  prisoners,  and  Baldwin  himself  nar- 
rowly escaped  the  same  £ate» 

In  their  next  rencontre  with  Noureddin,  the  Chris- 
tians had.  better  fortune.     That  restless  Turkoman 
haying    invested  Suela,    an  ancient  and  stro^y 
fortified  place  in  one  of  the  mountainous  demes 
leading  to  Damascus,  the  King  of  Jerusalem,  aware 
of  the  importance  of  the  position,  drew  together  all 
the  troops  he  could  marshal,  and,  reinforced  by  an 
efficient  body  of  cavalry,  furnished  by  his  brother-in- 
law  Thierri,  Count  of  Flanders,  again  took  the  field* 
No  sooner  was  Noureddin  aware  of  the  advance  of 
the  Christian. army,  than,  with  the  usual  in^>etuo8ity 
of  his  race,  he  left  his  mountain  camp,  and  rushed 
down  to  battle  in  the  plains.    Both  armies  were  keen 
for  die  strife ;  and,  so  deadly  was  their  detestation  of 
each  other,  that,  without  once  drawing  the  bow,  the^ 
dosed  sword  in  hand  in  mortal  conmct.  .  Baldwin,^ 
at  the  head. of  his  nobles,  and  siqmorted  by  the  mi- 
Ikaiy  orders,  ^om  he  Justly  regraed  as  the  elUe  of 
his  army,  flun^  himself  on  the  Turkoman  vanguard, 
which  being,  m  accordance  with  the  tactics  of  the 
barbarians,  composed  of  their  worst  troops,  instantly 
gave  way.     Behind  this  line,  however,  en  which  the 
Infidel  leaders  placed  no  reliance,  and  which  was  qpe- 
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CHAPTER  IB. 

of  the  War — Saladin — Ajpottatp  ofMelier  the  Templar — 
The  Aesauine — JBatite  ofJacob*8  Ford — EfbboMty  to  Mu^ 
•  rope —  Ony  de  iJusignan — JOeath  of  ffoger  de  JlftmSne-^ 
.  Batae^^Ta)eriM^I>9aA^BemwddeCh4dmQn>^ 
roHder  iif  Jent$aUm» 

Bbqtj^sr  Auger  i>e  Balben»  a  knight  of  Dan- 
phinyy .  an.  o]|d  companion  in  arms  of  Raymond  Du 
Puisy  sH^Dcefsded  the  latter  by  the  unanimous  suf- 
niges  of  the  Cbaptcir*  During  his  Gcrandmaster- 
db^y*  the  young  and  chii^alric  Baldwin  the  Third 
chsei  a  glorious,  reigiv  of  twenty  years,  being  poi- 
9pnedf  at  the  age  of  thirty-three^  by  a  Jewish  or  A- 
zabiap.physi^jaQ*  It  is  told  of  the  Turkoman,  Nou- 
iieddiiiy.tfaaty  wjben  his  aSBc^n,  eounseOed  him  to  take 
advantage,  of  this  e^mty  and  invade  the  Christian  ter- 
ritoryi  he  noUy  answered^  '^  God  forbid  that  I  shbuld 
jKofit  by  the  misfortune  of  the  unl^elievers,  from 
whom»  afber  the  death  of  so  great  a  Princei'  I  have 
aothine  more  to  dread." 

Balovmi  died  without  issue  (1163),  and^  in  ac- 

*  Brampton  And  Rog^  Hofmlen  caH  Raymond  Xhi  Poii} 
«  Grandmaeier;  **  b«t  it  waa  not  till  tiie  governtttent  of'  Hi^ 
de  Revd,  in  1267,  ibat  tlie  chief  of  the  Order  was  so  designated, 
"  Master**  being  preyionaly  Ua  eoumon  title. -^^Jlo^j^'ii. 
Ghron.  Malta.  Vertot  uniformly  ttyloa  Da  Poi^  jQdti]l..bii 
tmeoemonf  **  GrandmatUr,** 
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(«rdai>co  witli  the  Biaal>lUliecl  bw  nf  m 
•.'romi  dcsc^miilod  ution  Almeric,  nr  Amuury,  }iU  Iind 
ilier,  tliough  not  without  itotne  effartH  an  ihe  pi 
■"i^venl  Binbitioita  Lords  to  aet  aside  his  right, 
iiitt  tlic  Gnuidnuuter  of  the   Hospitaller,^,  and  : 
_  id  other  wise  wid  leniperale  men,  rv[tr«wentcd  ti 
ecoiilents,  that  intestine  lUnjuon  would  tu«vi 
a  tjie  climputed  dindum   on  tlie  lund  of  on 
r.  of  the  bBrbariim  princes  who  ooutinually  fa 
I  tlw   kingdom,   the   matter  would   have  Imi 
'    br  tta  iipjieil   tu   the  gnord.     Tliis  li 
naa  tho  ]iiia,  {nililio  act  of  Dc  Balben's  ItH 
B  Order  hwt  hint  by  deuth,  after  a  govenimM 
vcely  three  years. 
Ilrnatu]  de  Comns,  *  alxo  n  knigiit  of  Dnnpliii: 
idtd  V»  Bslbcn.     He  was  fiu'  adv«iu«d  I 
lis  brethren  chctse  him  for  thi-ir  huuif 
b^tcarcely  hwl  he  aaBoinud  the  huHOunaMe  « 
indmastur,  when  a  freKli  inroad  of  the 
[1  the  side  of  Ga/B,  compelled  hiin  lo  : 
k  Ilia  kntgbts  to  thut  frontier.     Aniaiiry  led  V 
''tion  ill  piTson;  hit,  disturbiUH'eB  lirtuking  u_, 
fpl,  the  Infidel  leader  liastily  retired  wiiH  Idj 
1  that  conntiy,  and  the  Christian  ! 
I'ADownd  to   rcnifliu  a  short   time  longer  i 

Bin  thin  wus  only  a  temporary  pause,    . 

ly  t|iiicUv  started  up  in  the  person  of  Dhal 

i:,..'r  1,1.  r  ,.f  the  coniriiinitciri  «4ium 

1 11  lid  the    Ef^tian  Snlc^ui, 

■ii  It  ftince,  the  virtiml  sovt 

.....;r.— IT  ii«  Kb»li&  were  mere 


led  it  ttgaiml  the  King  of  J^ruaal^  '  The  l^gyp^ 

tiansy  hall  md^ed,  and  -  armed  only  with  bows  flxid. 

mowsy  .were  nomaiehy  howentery  for  the  Latin  cbir 

vdfy  df  the  ISaSL    The  Ho^itaUers  and  TewpiaK^ 

oki^ied  in  maa!,  -and  nrnwhalled  in  foomdaUe  squa-. 

dronSy  hroke  the  lanks  of  these  niiserdble  barbarians 

in  the  fint  charge, .  and  acattmdc  them  like  chaff 

OTerthe  desert*    Dhaigani,  intimidated  by  a  demon- 

ateation  on  the  part  of  the  victors  of  pursiuing  him 

kto  £gypt»  and  harass^  .by  a  new  enemy  iu  the 

peoBcm  of  the  fionoua  Noitfeddin,  whom  Shawer^  the 

deposed  S^iltan)  hac^.  sfcuted  up  to  make  a  diveidon 

in  his  &vour,  sued  for  peace.   .  Amanry  accepted  the 

avertineyOn'^oonditiiC^'^hai  he  shoold'  be  paid  a  $ti- 

pvyted  tabttte,  and  /reimbursed  for  the  exposes  of 

ifM  war»    Soon  e&^rwaidis  Shiraconh,  Noureddin'js 

geoerai,  defeated  «Dd  slew  Dhaigam  in  battle^  and 

ahawectwas  reiliatatcjd  in 'his -dignity ;  but>  with  sjgnat 

Migratitiidey  inmnedialely  turned  his  arms  against  his 

b^&olary'and,  speciofosly  invited  the  King  of  Jera<r 

sabmto  eoSer'-inte^-^league  against  that  lonnidable 

Piinee(llM).'  Amaiiry  consented;  and,  in  conjunct 

tioR  win  the  Saltan's  troops^  gave  Shnraeouh  liattle, 

touted  him,  ^nd^  after  ohasing  him  into  Belbeis^  the 

tticient  PelusiuB^  besieged. and  took  thftt  city*  Ih  a 

second 'fiampugii^'AleEsiandria,'«^ckhad  Men  to  Shi* 

saoouhy  Mirrendesed  to- Us-. victorious  arms ;  and,  a8.at 

JMbei/By  lihe  atflsidante  of:  Egypt  and  Jervsaleih  were 

diaihnedihfcie&%Tniit»  oil  itfl(  walls.    Amongth^ 

demoen  of  that' celebratedf  city '.was.'Saladint  orSa^i 

lahebdin,  Shiracouh's  nephew,  a  warrior  whose  name 

afterwaords  became  M^ev^yted,  hot  only  in  the  M6sl^m 

countries,  but  over  the  whole  West  This  young  hert), 

full  of  diivalrous  etnprls^,  aild'  Ibvifig*  Waf  diie%  for 
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stxength  sufficient  to  blockade  the  Egyptian  ports, 
sailed  from  the  Hellespont  for  the  Nile.     Having 
formed  this  important  alliance,  Amaury  next  endea- 
voured to  prevail  on  the  Hospitallers  to  support  him  in 
the  same  enterprise.    Gilbert  D'Assalit,  or  De  SaOlj, 
had  just  succeeded  Amaud  de  Comps  as  Grandmaster ; 
and,  being  a  man  of  sanguine  temperament  -and 
impetuous  valour,  the  King  had  no  dimeulty  in  win- 
ning him  over  individuaUy  to  his  aesigns.     But  l3ie 
Grandmaster,  though  a  person  of  great  power  in 
virtue  of  his  office,  and  exercising,  ad  a  man  of  ac- 
knowledged ability,   a   considerable  influence   over 
many  of  the  knights,  was  under  the  control  of  the 
council,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  the  statutes  of  the 
Order  preserved  inviolate  ;  and,  before  he  could  come 
to  a  definitive  understanding  with  the  King,  he  had 
to  submit  the  whole  project  to  that  body.     Though 
Amauiy,  at  the  Grandmaster's  suggestion,  pledged 
himself  that,  in  the  event  of  victory  crowning  his  arms, 
and  the  city  of  Belbeis  Ming  into  his  possession,  lie 
would  convey  it  in  perpetuity  to  the  Order,  many  of 
the  Hospitallers,  actuated  by  a  nice  sense  of  honour, 
and  a  scrupulous  respect  for  their  statutes,  cotitemn- 
ed  the  bribe,  and  deprecated  the  projected  ein[>edition 
as  one  which  they  could  not  engage  in  with  honour ; 
seeing  it  had  no  immediate  reference  to  the  defence 
of  the  holy  places,  and  was,  besides,  a  direct  hreakh 
of  a  treaty  recently  and  solenmly  ratified.     The  le- 
-presentations  of  the  King  and  the  Grandmastlgr, 
however,  ultimately  triumphed  ;  for  the  knights,  with 
shame  be  it  told,  were  Httle  loth  to  stretch  a  point 
of  conscience  for  the  sake  of  engaging  in  a  lucra- 
tive campaign.     Amaury  and  his  counseUors  aigtied, 
that  the  Infidels  respected  no  treaties  themselves,,  ahd 
were  therefore  not  entitled  to  h^ve  die  benefit  \>f 
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Xbem  from  others — a  base  and  frUitciQus  doctrine,  at 
once  unworthy  of  a  Christian  kni^t,  and  a  crowned 
king ;  and  the  conncO,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  de» 
cided  that  the  Grandmaster,  and  all  the  troops  whom 
he  could  muster,  should  embark  in  the  war,  and  that 
the  expense  of  the  armament  should  be  defrayed 
with  money  borroi/Yed  from  the  banks  of  Florence 
and  Genoa,  which  were  at  that  time,  in  common  with 
those  of  other  Italian  States,  the  treasuries  of  the 
Christian  world. 

.  The.  Grandmaster,  having  the  sinews  of  war  thus 
pUeed  at  his  disposal,  speedily  enlisted  a  great  num- 
ber of  mercenanes  into  the  service  g£  the  Order;  and, 
by  his  flattering  repiresentations  of  the  wealth  and 
renpwn  to  be  won  in  the  ent^rise,  also  drew  to  his 
banner  many  young  aspirants  for  knightly  honours. 
The  TemplarS)  like  the  Ho^itallers,  were  strenuous- 
ly entreated  by  the^King  to  join  him  in  this  expe- 
dition ;  but,  jealous  of  the  superior  means  of  the  Hos- 
pitaUers,  or,  say  their  historians,  regarding  the  war, 
as  unprovoked  and  unjust,  they  pertinaciously  refusied 
to  have,  any  share  in  it.  Notwithstanding  the  proud 
passiveness,  howeveri  of  this  powerfrd  body,  Amanry 
took  th^  field  with  a  numerous  and  efficient  army. 
In  the  short  space  of  ten  days,  he  passed  the  desert 
that  separates  Palestine  from  Egypt,  and  invested 
Belbeis.  The  governor,  on  being  summoned  to  sur- 
lei^dv,  express^  the  greatest  astonishment  at  seeing 
a.nrince>  who  bad  so  recently  been  in  the  strictest 
alliance  with  .  the  Sultan  his  master,  appear  before 
the  city  in  the  ch^iracter  of  an  enemy ;  and  when  the 
King  endeavoured  to  excuse  his  breach  of  &ith  by 
son^^  idle  tales  of  Saracen  aggression,  clearly  prov- 
ed th»t  they  were  febrications.  But  Amaury  s  re- 
*Q}*l|iQ|»  wa^  not  to  be  shaken  by  mere  argumentd, 


howem  just  abd  weU  mjfportiBds  H«  bad 
ipoiiiedoa  was^and  obalinateXy  refined  to  «iitetttti 
tmy  reasons  that  w^re  calculated  to  turn  him<  aade 
£romit»  Impatient  to  proeeeate  his  naioh,  he  made 
immeduitiB  prepamtiona  £tf  carrying  B^]^  by  e»- 
4»lacley  in  preMieBee  to  subjecting  it  to  a  regdar 
l)eleaguerBieBt»  In  two  days  -time  he  provided  tbfe 
meessary  ladders  and  eng^neSi'  and  on  the  -^M 
momkigatdawa  Us  tipoops^  moved  to  the  assaidlL 
The  Christian  army  suddenly  encompassed  the  whole 
ld^;  while  th»in&ibitailts,  resolved  on  a  brave  resist- 
vnoe^  mshed  to  Hke  waila^  prepared  to  hud'darts^ 
atones  and  &e^  on  the  heads  of  Uie-assaalamsk  The 
atorm-bandyled-by  chosen  knightSy  no  soonw  ad^ 
vaiioed  the  bidders  to  the  foiti&atioBSythan  tb<s| 
wore  crowded  with  waixiots  ei^  to  be  fiMfemost  in 
the  deipecate  adventin^  Many,  hinried  away  by 
their  valour,  leapt  imon  the  dioulders  oi  their  eomh 
tades  where  the  wau  was  lowest,  and  endeavoured 
to  vauk  upon  the  battknient;  but  it  waa  bristled 
with  Saraeen  lances,  and  death  awaked  a2l>  who  had 
auffldeut  «nlity  to  mako  the  ronnir.  £nofmoiis 
p«m,  to?  ^  OMt  domi  <m  th^«]i»b«s-  md 
swept  them  ui  huadieda  into  Ih^  dhdi,  wfafle  in* 
•ceesaat  showers-  of-  javeHns,  and  artificiai  Are,  tn^ 
UedthepeiiiswbidhtheyhadtosQnnoant.  Iritbea^ 
droumstances,  Amaiiiy,  seemg  the  bravest  of  has 
troops  piled  in  bloody  heaps  at  the  baso  -ei  to 
fampart,  ordei«d  fresb  aasttlants-to  advance,  wfa» 
fina%  made  their  way  through  fiJling  davtsand  Aie^ 
balls,  to  the  top.of  the  battlements,  from  whioh^ey 
tung  themselves  sword  in-  hand  into  the  -city.  The 
gales  were  speedily  won,  aiiid  the  whokr  ChrisiiaBI 
iMny/ breathing  revenge  hr  the -blood  that  ^had  been 
die4pQ}UPed]&  4  toirent  within  the  baniets.*    bak^ 


a  Uwir  l«Bilers  *liu  policy  vf  pitting  8 
tti6  camagn.  in  onler  that  then.'  iniglit  b<^  left  'I 
nant  ibr  the  Iii&lelii  to  ransom,  [he  uonqiiMt  ■ 
pplacc  wiTultl  have  been  futlownl  bj  it«    ' 

)  HuNpitallemt  in  terms  ot  their  ngreemi 
h  ttie  Kingt  wee  inntantly  jmt  iii  |)ciKv!iRiun  t 
K  eoiiqiMMd  city  j  aoii  Anmury,  «  the  hwi '  "  " ' 
iw  troops,  (sontinaul  liis  mnrch  mi 
The  8«]tMi,  SUmI  with  cotvMemutin 
mii  Bdbei*,  in  which  both  his  «oii  and  nephi^ 
P  bcBn  uiMle  oni)tivB,  in  his  dospair  cktipiiuhed  1 
i  iwiaugigur  Id  Noureddln,  orxet  more  impluriflf 
jlai^lani:?.  iintH'Hhstiuii!!ng  die  gnral  retwun  f 
il    ill'     !■  ;i  ■■■ S  a   t.'ltit!^',   whoi       ' 

dtciTvcd.     To 
ind  give  NoureditiitV 
■11   -    II'.'  sent  fui  (unhissy  ■ 
■  ■     .uid,   knowing  Amnury'g  i 
'ilLTi-d  to  purchtue  pcatE,  olid  t) 
.1  unphow,  at  nil  enormou.^  i 
ji^i.l  ;u  ijohl.     Amanry,   diuxllid  i 
k  jiKM^ci  ul'  obtaining  so  tnuch  irciwuro — for  | 
t  of  lucre  ivas  his  besotting  sin — prcferted  ■ 
^np  ihrae  ronrlitirins  (<■  pntiling  hi^  urmy  h 


Teed  ft)  (Villain  ituctivc  ii 


86  OILBBRT  ]>'AS8ALtT9  : 

Sha^r  hid  tiiQ^  to  make  t^  by  a  general  coBAribii^ 
tioD  throughout  his  tenitorieay  the  prodigious  sum  he 
had  engaged  to  pay*  Amaur/s  officers,  more  dear- 
.sighted  than  their  sovereigB,  endearoured,  bul  in 
vaki,  to  convince  him  that  the  Egyptian- was  m^fd^ 
trifling  with  him  to  gain  time,  liue  King  could  nat 
.bring  himself  to  forego  the  hope  of  leoeiviiig  00 
Vast  a  ransom ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  Syrian  Tuibe- 
mans,  with  the  fiunous  Shiiacouh  at  their  head*  i^ 
pidly  skirting  Arabia,  arrived  in  his  immediale  vi- 
cinage, that  he  became  fully  Sensible  of  hia  error*  • 
Noureddin,  at  all  times  ready  to  enter  into  trte- 
ties  having  for  their  object  the  subversion  of  the 
Christian  power  in  the  East,  lent  a  &vounble  eir 
to.  Shawer*s  applications ;  but  he  had  not  foigotten 
the  former  treachery  of  his  old  ally,  and  took  caie 
that  the  force  which  he  now  poixed  into  Egypt,  de- 
spite Amamys  eflPorts  to  brine  him  to  an  engsee- 
ment,  should  be  equal  not  only  to  compete  with  his 
Christian  adversaries,  but  to  enlbioe,  on  the  part  of 
the  Sultan,  a  strict  observance  of  their  new  ttealy. 
It  was  the  Christian  monarch's  ynah  to  give.tke 
army  of  Shiracouh  battle  before  it  had  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  the  Egyptian  forces ;  but  the  aubtle  Tur- 
koman, thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  oountaoj|r» 
easily  out-manceuvred  him ;  and  to  increase  like 
King's  vexation,  the  Grreek  aimament  •  horn,  the 
Hellespont  was  dispetsed  in  a  great  storm^  aad 
many  of  the  vessels  cast  away.  Intimidated  by 
these  disasters,  and  ashamed  of  having  been  out- 
witted by  Shawer,  Amaury  gave  up  the  enteipiiBe 
in  despair,  and,  full  of  conmston  at  the  fiulure  of 
his  ignoble  plans,  returned  to  Jerusalem,  felkvid 
by  the  Hospitallers,  who  dared  not  attempt  to  retain 
Sdbeisy  and  hotly  pursued  to  his  own  frontier  by 
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rcmtig  squadrons  detached  firom  Shiracouh's  anny, 
<li69). 

This  an&rtuxiate  expedition,  in  which  the  Grand- 
aunter,  Gilbert  D'Assaht,  took  so  active  an  inter- 
est^ was  &tal  to  the  reputation  of  thai  knight.  His 
hnethren,  exasperated  at  the  recollection  of  the  fid» 
iacious  arguments  by  which  he  had  won  their  conr 
fient)  and  hmnUed  by  the  sense  of  having  engaged 
in  a^war  whidi  their,  noble  rivals,  the  Ten^lars,  had 
<X)iifiaaijDed  as  leading  to  dishonour,  and  which  had 
burdened  the  Order  with  a  debt  of  two  hundred 
-thousasid  ducats,  were  loud  in  their  accusations ;  and 
die  Grandmaster,  overwhdmed  by  the  blow  given  to 
•his  £une,'  resigned  his  dignity  in  a  &11  chapter,  and 
i^Btumed.  to  Europe.*  Hoveden  the  lustoriai^  re- 
htbes,  that  he  subsequently  presented  himself  in  Nor- 
-nuuidy,  at  the  court  of  Henry  the  Second  of  England, 
iom  whom,  notwi^istanding  the  ui^ward  rumour  that 
bUowed  him  from  the  East,  he  met  with  a  gracious 
I'ooeptioB.  Soon  afterwards,  intending  to  visit  Eng- 
lud,  he  took  shipping  at  Dieppe ;  but  the  bark  be* 
ng  old,  and  unaUe  to  withstand  the  shock,  of  the 
■^nwres,'  went .  down  before  she  had  well  left  the  port, 
ttid  the  unfortunate  D' Assalit  was  one  of  those  who 
p^hed.  Vertot  conjectores,  firom  these  £Bu:ts,.that 
^  knight  was  a  native  of  England ;  but  the  suppo* 
^on  rests  oa  very  slender  au^rity,  particularly  as, 
Moording  to  Sebastian  Paoli,  he  declared  himaJBlf  a 
nadre  of  Tyre. 

ShiiBCouh,  having  chased  the  Christian  army  beyond 
d&e  desert,  now  turned  his  attentioa  to  the  fidse.  aQy 
who  had  claimed  his  supp<»rt  after  he  had  no  long- 
er a.title  to  xely  on  it.     The  Sultan  knew  his  jeo- 

:      •    .  .  •  Wflliaa  of  Tyrfc  .  .  ,.     . 


fmjbffiaiidtgkd,  by  nugmfioent  jpfis  and'sablfle  nec» 
gotiadonsy  to  disonn  the  wrath  of  the  TxiAomsft 
&adsr {but  it«M8 liol  to  l>e«rartecL  ShimcouHyas 
aftfiil  aa  Ae  wanr  tiaitdr  wboia  he  had  to  deal  witi^ 
at  lenstb  aocoeeded  m  luring  him  into  bis  eaaap^  Moi 
had  biminstantly  put  to  death«-«a  prod^  aajB  olfl 
•FoQefi  With  bis'iiaiMu  ^paintness,  ihat  raereenoiy  ami' 
lianas  may  be  **  called  in  with  a  whosdei  bat  8q«oe 
4MMl4ont wsthawhip»"  Tfaia act bf Tengeainee-wsii 
followed,  op.  Iqr- an  immeifiatemaicfa  oa  Cains  wMA 
the  Tiurkomaa  ^entered-  trinnphandy  at  tiia  head  (X 
Jua  tBOopaf  when  die  Khali^  gratefid  fer  his  aeiw 
«iaia,  and  not  aony  to  get  rid  of  ids  fbimet  wio^ 
dadaved  him  Sultan  in  Shaww^s  ateacL  Thiadi^ 
•ait^'  howesfrer,  be. did  not  long  anjoy ;  for  at  the  end 
iiftwo monliiB  he &1I sick anddiad^  leaving bia ne^ 
fhaw  Sakdittbia  successor,  not  only  in  thie  conf^ 
ttand  o£'  Noufeddia's  army,  but  in  the  government 
of  ,£g}^)l-M4ihe  phantom  sonrereign  of  that- country 
bflving^no  akemative  but  to  podaim  Urn  Saltan,,  a^ 
bathaddone  hiaiannediateiiiQdeeessor.  Noufeddii)^ 
though  jealous  ofthe  ambitious  temper  of  Safaulii^ 
eonunned  him  in  these  dignities ;  and  soon  'aftar^ 
fsards^  (1171,)  the  death  of  the  l^^^tian  Khai 
ii^  'Uot  without .  su^Cioa  of  'violsniDe^  put  an  end 
al  once 'to  the  -shadowy  sii^veniai^'of  diese  pnnois. 
and  the  Fatimite  dynasty/  TlnseventrTcndened  Siu 
laditt'^  authority  absolute  on  die  banks  of  tlie']N3e^ 
but  he  condescended  to  hold  his  soviiiei^ty  by'in^ 
Wsrituie  fiom  the  Abbassidian  IQHfif  of  B^dbd, 
who  had  long'Oonteated  wkh  tfae'Fathnifceprmoes 
the  Jieirdon^  ^^  their  pfophet^and  arith  an  lionour^ 
M^  Dolicy  recognised  the  sij^iremiicy^jf '>ibut«dU^ 
till  the  termination  of  that  monarch's  life,  (1178.1 
When  that  great  kkider,  hetrerei'i  no  loi^ger  stood' 
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Ti  him  oail  dw  JwunDnw  ituwor,  Iw  ^sw  fuU  m  ._ 
^«  boundless  unbitioaul'liH  li^ut.     A  Kufdfagffl 
Eon,  and  habitu&uidi  troin  lii«  ui£iucy,  to   m^l 
liaJvaBcoiaeot  sole!)''  on  liui  tword,  iic  wu.1  hi' 
Ij'  irs|jcrt  at   all   warlike   es(irafii>i — a   si-vot 


,.£  c„.»,n«l  l.u,i,.Jr  I,  „ar 
B  iamilf  of  Mourediiiu,  lir  nuiili!  nir 
pce'esou;  will  in  ssihoit  timn  D.utijtwtu 
tfftMet  part  of  Syrja  uiwl  Me»u)K)Uumi,  lubuiis 

to  hi*  anna.  Thv  CUriMiauH  of  Polesti 
,  1  ihme  conuutMs  with  duitiay :  for  the  BCti«l| 
)bition  ol'  the  Kurdtth  ptincu  len  tlicm  little  bof 
'r  bo  would  sulTer  tLc  ktagdnm  of  Jiidoa  to  n 

a  iuviulatc,  eituaied  u?  it  wa:^  aIshmL  iii 
C  tlie  m^hty  proviuce*  whicb  h<ul  iiUlwii  i 
■  domintiHif     Still  ilie  fortune  of  war  v 
kli  OH  to  cieute  Utter  de^putiJtitioy.     On  i 
pign,  Snlndin,  anxious  to  tuiiiiliilute  a  puwts 
I   ckitdwce    lie  held  to  be  a  staiu  on 
,  attacked  the  casltu  of  Dwcm  in  Iduinea,  | 
p  bend  of  a  Urge  niniy  ;  but  ih«  garri«iii  i 
t  bravo  Kai«aiic«,  he  wiliidfaiv  hix  IroopK,  t 
Jtit^i  Gum.   llie   jrrand  Mrunjjhnlii  pf  (lie  Chril 
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his  kingdom.  Both  Hospitallers  and  Temple  mig&f 
be  said  to  live  in  their  war-saddles;  for  the  shoht  of 
battle  came  incessantly  from  one  side  or  others  and»^ 
like  true  knights,  they  were  always  the  first  among 
the  .Christian  warriors  to  tend  it  back  in  defianpe. 
But  Amaury  foresaw  that  thiis  unequal  contest  mnsi. 
sfoon  terminate  in  his  destruction  ;  and  he  therefore 
reaiblved,  as  the  only  chance  of  savii^  his  crown,  to 
implore  the  Princes  of  Europe  to  undertake'  a  netr' 
dTusade.     An  ambassador  was  accordingly  despatch- 
ed to  the  Kings  of  the  West ;  and,  iki  the  mean' 
time,  Amaury,  as  some  writers  assart,  repaared  in 
person  to  Constantmople,  to  solicit  the  Empetor 
Manuel,  with  whom  he  was  connected  l:^  marriage, ' 
fbr  immediate  Succour.     During  his  absence,  me 
Grandmasters  of  the  military  orders  were  ciHijiuictly 
intrusted  with  the  government  of  his  realm.  * 

Brother  Gastus,  a  knight  of  whose  country  theri?^ 
exists  no  record,  succeeded  Gilbert  D'Assalit  as' 
Grandmaster  ^  of  the  Hospitallers,  on*  the  resigna* 
ttoti  of  that  knight  in  1169;  but  his  government 
lasted  only  a  few  months.  Joubert  oi  Syria,  his 
successor,  the  same  individual  who  had  so  honour- 
ably accomplished  a  dangerous  mission  to  Europe 
relative  to  the  affairs  o£  Antioch  eight-and-thirty' 
years  before,  was  a  knight  of  great  sagacity  and^  ex-; 
perience ;  and  the  King  could  liot  have  chosen  ^ 
fitter  viceroy.  Joubert  and  his  colleague  Were  scaaree- 
ly  installed  in  their  new  dignity,  when  the  jeopiirdy 
6£  the  state  was  increased  by  the  appearance  of 
Kn  enemy  in  the  person  of  an  Armenkn  prb^,' 
who,  though  a  Christian  and  a  Knight  Templary 
had  not  only  quitted  his  Order  to  enforce  jt  ciaiiii' 
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he  iiad  to  the  sovereignty  of  hk  native  countryy 
but,  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  revenge  against  the 
Latins,  who  had  countenanced  another  candidate, 
had  entered  into  a  league  with  the  Infidels,  and 
now  proceeded  to  ravage  the  principality  of  Antioch 
with  fire  and  sword,  to  the  very  frontiers  of  Judea» 
The  barbarities  practised  on  the  Christians  by  this 
J^state  loiig^t,  who  was  named  Melier  or  Milon» 
siorpassed  even  those  which  his  Mohanunedan  allien 
inucted.  Against  the  Hospitallers  and  Tempkrs, 
in  particular,  he  ^itertained  the  most  implacable 
enmity ;  and  such  of  them  as  fell  into  his  hands  were 
either  butchered  in  cold  blood  by  his  own  minions, 
or  handed  over  to  the  Turkomans,  to  experience  an 
equally  miserable  &te.  While  these  atrocities  were 
perpetrated  on  the  side  of  Antioch,  the  vigilance 
of  Saladin,  who  still  hui^  on  the  Egyptian  firontier, 
left  the  knights-regents  no  leisure  to  chastise  the 
renegade  Templar  in  person ;  and  they  had  there-: 
fore  to  depute  a  valiant  Hospitaller,  ^o  had  the 
guardianship  of  the  marches  towards  Syria,  to  bring 
him  to  battle.  Bohemond  the  Thiid,  Prince  of 
Antioch,  son  of  that  Raymond  of  Poitiers,  who  had 
VMuriied  the  Princess  Constance,  and,  in  right  of 
h^,  obtained  ihe  soverei^ty  of  the  principality, 
jdmed  his  forces  to  those  of  the  Hospitaller ;  and 
the  false  Templar,  alarmed  at  the  nimierical  supie-^ 
riority  of  his  adversaries,  hastily  retired  into  the 
inoimtainous  defiles  to  the  northward  of  Antioch, 
whither  the  Christians  did  not  think  it' prudent  to 
fcllow  him. 

•  T*h.e  apostesy  of  Melier  was  not  the  only^staih 
whitli,  about  this'  time,  fell  on  the  reputation  of  the 
Order  of  whicli  he  was  a  member.     The  Teinpkrs, ' 
who  had  possession  of  Tripoli}  had  &r  a  long  period 


^BgidA  was '^h »' $d|atieal  laibevdio  uibdHt^d tktf 
Hibtintailioiip  oountry  lying.betweop  tb^t  cky  aad  '^ov-^ 
1ijG»8%  md  whose  d^e^  who  bore  sknply  the  t^leof  th| 
Old  Man  of  (he  MottHkaiQ^y  exer^iaiad  the  most  abysp* 
l)ite  audiQiily,  not  only  over  thesrc^ertaes  aaid  liv^ 
but  over  the  moral  eoergi^.of  h|S  ^iJbjects.  Tb^pi^ 
bai^ariana,  who  tookth^  ^aine  of A^ssassuUi  either  &oni , 
lladsai^  their  fnuxideiry  pi;  i^om  a-ppmardodled  hassmni 
ID  the  PersiaB  hagf^e,  yUdi  ibey  uaualIy:qarr^ 
ri^  and  with  whichi  th^peip^tra^d  the  meat  ^dwrf** 
ing  and  ath>eioii8  murders  at  the:  command  of  their 
^hk^  had  eagrafted  a  few  of  the  tenets  of  Ishuni^ 
^n  their  9iicient  F^g9^  creed-rooe  of  which  waQ« 
%ii4  litter  abhoQPenoe  .of  the  Chcbtiaii  oame*  Sud^ 
UraS' their  .devot)p^  to  'th^  wijll  of  the  hoary  desi^ 
|IOt  who  'fide^  them».  tiiat  th^  held  the  ^eoonwn 

S'  II  of  the  mo0t  .fl^git]pus:-er^neS(imder  his  an-, 
irity  a  sure  p^s^rt.  to  paradise ;.  and  tibeir  d^<^ 
aera  <$9Ried  dek^  wbereyer  he  iiad  eiH^mie%  Iti^ 
$om  the  nmrd^pous  bdiitg  q£  ibi^r^e  that  th«  uai^ 
fc^  ^hich  ^j^iwere  kuowu  has.  its  modem  implica- 
^on.  Allied  only  intk.tbair  fttal  .pouvfrdgi  tlie^ 
s|ok  into  the; h|i)B;0f  PrineeB»  abd  the.  cavip» ol 
]i4ng%  and  ;fl^iUkd. their -b]!ao4y.mi8^  ^n^thi^ 
viss^  s&ofis  yiiiii:  they  knew  W|pce/to;haw  tb^.iu' 
pi^Qea^  tb^ino9i^it;^'vps9e«c«ip]^^Led.  Tb0njia%b«^ 
lK>»nng  princes  :tiemhl#d,  ip  tl^  ^ei^est  jreee^s.pC 
tboir  paJac^iatr  the  t^fn)sik  r^M>im*of  ^h(ese;;&»; 
i)8|^;  6ni chunked,  w^th  la^b^gifi^  j^a^^P^y^iii 
f^$  ,fi9i|u@t9ek^  ivk^cb  whj[>'.ba4  -  so  mmr.dag^BUMH  4tr 
his  command,  and  who  had  only  to  &8ire  o^e,!^ 
hid  ayeqgi^  to  QBsl  hiii^sejy^ ;iie^;dhmg.^m«f  Iciver, 
and  ttBLOther  to  bury  Us  f<9ii/!vd  in  hia^wn  jbef^ 
tp  ilieet  with  instant  obedience  The  Tei^^tcM 
ab»€^  havigg^a  goY^omient  qo^  to  be  aQnihi^ate^%> 
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the  £dl  of  th^  diief,  were  imreteraie  in  their  hosti* 
lity  to  this  blood-thirsty  race,  and  spared  no  efforts 
to  effect  their  sabjngation.  The  Assassins,  satisfied 
at  last  that  the  existence  of  the  Order  was  not  to  be 
affected  by  the  deadi  of  one  or  even  many  Gtand- 
masters,  at  lei^th  submitted  to  pay  a  yearly  tri- 
bate;  but,  in  the  end,  they  became  weary  of  the 
burdel^j  and  finally  their  chief  sent  a  deputation  to 
Jenisalan,  offering  to  be  baptized  along  with  the 
wh(je  of  his  p^opk,  provided  the  King  would  declare 
the  tribute  no  longer  exigiUe.  Amaury,  flattered  by 
^e  proopect  of  making  so  many  converts  to  the  Chris- 
tian- M^,  received  the  envoy  with  great  distinction  ;< 
and,  after  pledging  himself  that  the  tribute  should  be 
remitted,  sent  him  badL  to  his  master  imder  an  ho** 
nomable  escort.  But  on  the  journey,  a  Templar,  nam- 
ed Du  Mesnil,  unfi>rtunately  encountered  the  ambas- 
sador,  and,  contemning  aldie  hk  capacity,  and  ^e 
King's  guarantee  for  his  safety,  ran  on  him  with  his 
sword,  and  derived  him  of  life.  Amaury's  rage, 
when  he  heard  of  this  rash  act,  knew  no  bounds. 
He  instantly  insisted  on  the  culprit  being  given  up 
to  him,  to  be  dealt  with  as  justice  might  dictate ; 
but  Odo  de  Saint  Amand,  the  Grandmaster  of  the 
Tem^ars,  refused  to  comply  with  the  requisition, 
though  he  had  the  murderer  arrested  and  put  in 
irons,  allying,  as  an  apology  for  his  contumacy,  the 
privil^es  of  &e  Order,  which  declared  the  crimes  of 
its  members  cognizable  only  by  the  head  of  the  church 
at  Rome.  .  Amaury,  however,  was  not  to  be  turned 
aside  from  his  purpose  by  this  argument.  He  laid 
hold  of  Du  Mesnil  in  defiance  of .  the  Order,  and 
threw  him  into  close  duranoe^firom  which,  in  all  pro- 
bability)  he  would  have  been  liberaited  only  to  xnake 
VOL,  I.         _  .  .     t     ...     -     -         .         ' 
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exeimphaf  atoncmsnt  fer  loaf  mwe,  had  not  tbe 
death  of  the  King  occurred  just  in  time  to  save  his 
forfeited  life  (117a). 

Amaury,  though  in  some  respects  an  mi  wag  nsRv 
natch,  inherited  fiJl  the  iraloiv  of  his^-nce ;  and  he 
had  not  heen  long  in  the  grave  foelcne  the  kingdom 
experienced  that  it  eoold  iu'  spare  either  his  counsel 
or  his  arm.  Hie  son  and  successor,  Baldwin  the 
Fourth,  sicki?  from  his  hirth,  wanted  both  ik^  plnp- 
sical  strength,  and  the  mental  energy  necessary  to 
compete  with  the  gigan^  power  of  Salaidiny  who, 
triumphant  in  every  quarter,  waited  hut  a  fin^ouraUe 
(^portunity  to  pounce  on  Palestine^  and  eacdxpate 
the  whole  Christian  race.  Baldwin,  being  m)A» 
age  when  his  father  died,  Raymond  Comit  of  Tri^ 
poH  waa  installed  regent  of  die  kingdom.  This 
prince^  justly  alarmed  at  ^  threats  of  Saiadin,  en« 
oeavoored  to  check  his  encroachments  from  the  side 
of  Aleppo,  by  investing  Harem,  a  strong  easlle  on 
that  frontier,  with  all  tne  troops  he  oocdd  muster ; 
but,  after  a  long  siege^  he  withdrew  hie  forces,  having, 
according  to  several  historian^  dif^raoed  himsetf  by 
accepting  a  bribe  from  the  Saracen  chief.  Mean* 
while  Sakidin,  who  waa  in  Bgypt  at  thia  juncture 
(1174),  was  not  inactive.  At  Uie  head  ol  a  mi-> 
merous  army  he  burst  into  Palestine  from  die  deaert ; 
and  Baldwin,  who  had  just  attakied  his  majoiiiy, 
was  con^Ued,  notwithstanding  hi^mfiiniities,  to 
leap  into  the  sadcBe,  and  haste^^  at  the  head  of  a 
very  inftrtor  force,  to  the  violated  frontier.  Instead 
of  encountering  his  powerfrd  adversary  in  a  |»tdMd 
battle,  he  fell  oo'  his  camp  by  nighty  and  routed 
kirn  with  so  great  41  slaughtoiv  that  even  the  intrepid 
Sakdin.  himsetf  had  to-  make  hie  escape  into  die 
desert^halfnaked^  on  the  back  of  a  dromedary.  l%i» 
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victoiy,  however,  was  afterwards  counterbalanced  by 
a  terrible  defeat,  which  the  Christians  sustained  at 
a  pass  on  the  Jordan,  called  Jacob's  Ford.  Saladin, 
with  than  strategic  skill  for  which  he  was  remark* 
able,  drew  them  into  anr  ambuscade,  and  then  at* 
tacked  them  on  all  sides  with  sueh  impetuosity,  that 
they  almost  instontly  disbanded,  lewring  the  Hospi^ 
tallers  and  Templars  alone  to  contest  tho  field,  on 
which  the  greater  pari  of  them  perished*  The  ve- 
nerable Joubert)  Grandnuvat^  of  the  Hospitallers, 
covered  with-  wounds,  and  seeing  neariy  all  his 
knig^  akixkf  flung  hims^  into  the  Jordan,  with 
hardy  strengtU  to  swim  across  it,  and  reach  the  near* 
est  friendly  stronghold;  and  the  Grandmaster  of 
the  Temdais,  st^  more  unfortunate,  was  borne 
down  by  foes-,  and  made  ciqptive*  It  is  told  of  this 
gallant  Ten^lar  by  the  historian,  Robert  Dumont, 
that  Saladin  offered  to  exchange  him  for  one  of  his 
own  kinsmejiy  whom  the  Templars  held  in  durance  ; 
hut  that^  with  the  brare  i^irit  of  a  Christian  knight, 
he  r^eeted  the  proposition,  protesting  that  it  would 
ill  beccoEie  the  head  of  an  Order,  She  members  of 
whidi  l¥ere  pledged  to  cpnqner  or  die,  and  who  held 
no  property,  a^e  a  girdle  and.  a  knife,  to  set  an  exam* 
pie  of  suirender  in  battle  under  a  hope  of  ransom. 
It  was  probebly  in  this  engagement  that  a  Templar 
Damed  James  de  Maille,  mounted  on  a  white  horse, 
^ught  so  nobly^  that  thie  Saracens  gitve  him  the 
name  of  Saint  George,  and  alierwards  drank  hii^ 
hlood^  thinking  that  they  would  th/ereby  acquire  his 
courage^  « 

The  disastTQua  rei^ult  of  this  battle  filled  the  Latin 
Chnstians  ynjix  disiii$y ;  aod  great  eirase  had  they 
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to  despond ;  for  never^  since  the  Cross  was  plant-^ 
ed  by  Godfrey  on  the  walls  of  the  Holy  City,  had 
their  prospects  worn  so  gloomy  an  aspect.  Their 
army  was  broken  and  dispersea,  the  whole  coiin* 
try  devastated  by  barbarian  hordes,  their  King  a 
miserable  leper,  for  to  that  loathsome  state  hia 
maladies  had  reduced  him,  and  the  two  military  Or- 
ders without  heads — Joubert  being  incapable  of  ser- 
vice by  reason  of  his  wounds,  and  Odo  de  Saint 
Amand  in  dose  captivity.     In  short,  as  Fuller  ex- 

Eresses  it,  **  the  kingdom  was  as  sick  as  the  Ku^ ; 
e  of  leprosie,  that  of  an  incurable  consumption^  " 
In  these  lamentable  circumstances,  the  Latin  Lords 
had  no  alternative  but  to  endeavour  to  avert,  by  nego- 
tiation, that  danger  which  they  could  not  repel  by 
defiance ;  and  in  consideration  of  a  large  sum  of  mo- 
ney, Saladin  agreed  to  a  truce,  to  which  he  was 
the  more  easily  induced  to  accede,  from  the  drcura- 
stance  of  a  grievous  &mine  having  wasted  his  own 
territories.  Before  this  treaty  could  be  ratified, 
however,  the  venerable  Grrandmaster  of  the  Hospi- 
tallers fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  ardour  in  the  pub- 
lic service*  Heedless  of  his  scarcely  healed  scan 
and  gray  hairs,  he  threw  himself,  along  with  a 
chosen  band  of  knights,  into  the  castle  of  Maigat, 
which  had  been  granted  to  the  Order,  and  greatly 
strengthened  under  his  superintendence,  on  putpose 
to  defend  it  frx>m  a  strong  body  of  troops  which  Sa- 
ladin sent  against  it.  As  usual,  the  knights  main- 
tained the  pUce  with  extrao^dinsury  bravery,  and  re- 
pelled the  Infidels  in  several  sanguinary  assaults. 
Joubert  saw  the  ramparts  strewn  with  the  bodies  of 
the  bravest  of  his  chevaliers  ;  but,  with  the  indomit- 
able resolution  of  one  who  had  passed  his  life  in 
war,  and  was  prepared  to  ky  it  down  in  the  breach. 
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he  spumed  the  idea  of  capitulation.  Enraged  at 
this  gallant  resistance,  the  besiegers  made  a  last  des- 
perate attack^  and,  after  a  bloody  struggle,  carried 
the  fortress.  Joubert,  though  he  anxiously  courted 
death,  beheld  the  last  of  his  companions  hewn  dowm 
at  his  post,  and  fell  alive  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemies,  who  instantly  threw  him  into  a  dungeon, 
where,  cruelly  deprived  of  necessary  sustenaace,  he 
terminated  his  illustrious  Hfe  (1177). 

The  Order  elected  Roger  De  Moulins,  a  wise  and 
valorous  Norman  kni^t,   as   his  successor.      De 
Moulins*  talents  for  government  were  soon  called 
into  active  exercise,  by  the  uncharitable  dissensions 
which,  during  his  grandmastership,  partially  severed 
the  fiatemal  bonds  that  had  previously  united  the 
miBtary  Orders,  and  rendered  the  Hospitallers  and 
Templars  nearly  as  hostile  towards  each  other,  as 
they  mutually  were  to  the  barbarians  whom  they 
were  pledged  by  a  solemn  vow  to  hold  perpetually  at 
defiance.  The  spirit  of  Christian  charity  and  pious  zeal 
no  longer  regulated  these  warriors  in  the  counsel,  and 
fortified  them  in  the  field.    Worldly  ambition  had 
taken  possession  of  them ;  and,  thougn  their  bravery 
remained  untarnished,  they  exposed  themselves  to 
danger,  less  in  consonance  with  their  vows,  than  for 
^e  purpose  of  winning  the  earthly  guerdon  of  mi- 
Htary  renown.     From  being  generous  rivals  in  the 
ctmibat,  they  became  wranglers  in  the  coimcil  and 
the  camp ;  and  trivial  disputes  as  to  rank  and  pre- 
cedence kindled  the  fiercest  animosities,  which  fire- 
gently  fiamed  out  in  open  insults  and  tmknightly 
hrtnls.     This  disunion  could  not  have  occurred  at  a 
time  more  unfortunate  for  the  safety  of  the  king- 
dom ;  fbr^  in  addition  to  the  attacks  of  Saladin,  it 
^48  weakened  by  the  jealousies  and  feuds  of  its  own 
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nobles,  who,  all  eager  to  attain  the  supreme  mitho* 
rity  which  the  infirmities  of  the  King  disqualified 
him  £rom  discharging,  scmpled  not  to  resort  to  the 
most  dishonourable  and  inmmous  methods  to  cam- 
pass  each  his  own  exaltation.  In  this  emergency^ 
the  King,  whose  jurisdiction  was  openly  contemnoA 
by  the  rival  knights,  f^ealed  to  ^  Pope,  Alex- 
ander liie  Third,  for  support,  who,  satisfied  that  the 
preservation  of  the  Holy  Land  depended  on  the  im*- 
mediate  reconcilement  of  the  military  Orders,  issued 
an  injunction,  commanding  them  instantly  to  drop 
their  uncharitable  hostility  towards  each  other,  and 
latify  their  reunion  by  a  solemn  treaty  signed  by  dieir 
Grandmasters.  He  was  reluctantly  obeyed;  and  for 
a  time  these  contentions  ceased,  but  only  to  redeem- 
menoe,  with  greater  bitterness,  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod. 

The  loathsome  disease  wi^  which  King  Baldwin 
was  afflicted  being  a  barrier  to  his  forming  a  matrimo- 
nial connection,  and  at  the  same  time  incapacitating 
him  from  holding  the  reins  of  government  in  Ins  own 
hand,  he  at  length  associated  Guy  de  Lusignan,  a 
prince  of  the  House  of  la  Marche,  with  him,  as  re- 
gent of  the  kingdom  (1182).  LusigDan  had  visit- 
ed Palestine  from  motives  of  devotion,  as  was  the 
wont  of  every  pious  and  adventurous  knight  of  that 
age ;  and  bong  of  a  noble  port,  and  withal  well 
versed  in  the  gallantry  of  oomrts,  he  not  only  esta- 
blished himsett  in  the  frivour  of  the  King,  bvt  won 
the  heart  of  his  eldest  sister,  die  Princess  SybiHa, 
widow  of  a  Lord  of  Montferrat,  and  obtained  her  in 
marriage.  The  nomination  of  an  umfistingiosfaed 
foreigner,  such  as  the  Latin  Lords,  with  some  rea- 
son, held  Lusignan  to  be,  to  tins  exalted  stadon^ 
filled  the  whole  xxf  tbem  with  jealousy  and  distrust ; 
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>  compltte  waa  iUdviii't  tvumicutiun  of  th> 
li  ouUiority.  that  it  wan  rirttully  ui 
%  in  favour  of  ]u»  xinter's  i; 
md.  Cjiucit  nf  I'tipoS,  wlia  had  Innc  «ecnt)y  J 
i.n  t..,-,^o.jnn,  iiriuipd  at  sonli^  hi*  hop 
!'  foDimitcd  iiiWnial  tlisnivctian^ 
■i\v  maiiy  IdiLoriaiui.  tiiitaivil  into 


■rcnid,  in  right  , 

r  Uck^ma,  third  (laughter  uf  thai  m<inaTcli. 
0  viikh  tuul  boon  so  o|iportuncly  concludnlw 
B  InGiiel  nMiunaiidcr  eiill  aabniUt:*] ;  bat  wn 
niTDncliinciita  iiuvii^  In-su   qikiIi.'  by  iUe  t 
i  m   th«   CHnntiaii  frontier  [uwaixls  rlir  il 
e  foHcTWcJ  hi  so  •-nrojiini;  ii  rqitUtl  ii 


.  lii-t'H  shipwrecked  near  Dun 
■,   mnraraiing  parties  to   jiawi  I 

!■- t-iiL'  tlie  Christian  trrriior)'.     '*' 

juMj  luvugen  bad  tlio  vStct  of  i'. 
□f  tlie  l^ln  Lurdx  &uiu  tbdr 
tf  the   jt'opariJr  nf  the  kiiitrrftnii 
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had  fiustened  on  him,  was  unkUe  to  heid.it;  and 
the  commaiid,  in  compliance  with  the  royal  wish, 
devolved  on  Lusignan,  who^  as  presumptive  heir  to 
^e  throne,  had  heen  created  Count  of  Ja£&  and 
Ascalon.  By  this  unwise  act,  the  preparations  to 
chastdse  the  Infidels  for  their  breach  of  the  truce 
oame  to  nought.  The  Latin  Lords,  scorning  to 
give  effectual  assistance  to  a  leader  whom  they  dia* 
liked  and  envied,  vouchsafed  him  but  litde  support; 
and  having  no  great  capacity  for  war  himself^  ne  al- 
lowed the  Infidels  to  recross  the  Jordan  with  |A 
their. spoil,  though  he  had  lain  encamped  over  a^ 
gainst  them  with  a  superior  force  for  eight  days^ 
and  had  r^iealed  opportunities  of  attaddng  them  at 
an  advantage.  This  pusillanimous  conduct  com- 
pletely dishonoured  him  in  the  estimation  of  die 
gnmdees,  who,  with  all  their  fiuilts,  were  a  faravi^ 
race,  and  inherited  from  their  fiithers  an  ardent  de- 
sire to  see  the  throne  constantly  occupied  by  a  war- 
like King*  Scormng  to  serve  under  a  man  whom 
they  held  to  be  a  craven,  they  openly  protested  that 
they  would  never  more  M  a  sword  under  his  ha»* 
ner ;  and  the  King,  to  whom  their  complaints  were 
fermally  tendered,  not  only  admitted  that  Lusignan 
had  proved  himself  unworthy  of  the  command,  but 
recalled  his  grant  of  the  county  of  Jaffa,  on  tliA 
argument,  that  the  defence  of  so  important  a  plaoe: 
could  not  with  propriety  be  intrusted  to  a  meie  Gar«( 
pet-iknight.  Tlus  indignity,  coupled  with  the  King's 
public  nomination  of  Baldwin  his  n^hew,  son  o£ 
the  Princess  SybiUa  by  her  first  husband,  a  boy 
scarcely  five  years  of  age,  as  his  successor,  wounded 
Lusignan's  pride  so  deeply,  that  he  retired  to  Asc^ . 
Ion,  and  for  some  time,  showed  a  disposition  to  con*^ 
temn  the  royal  awtliority.  But  nature  had  made,  fain 
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'ft  bolder  maen  at  the  banquet  than  in  the  broil ;  and, 
instead  of  deciding  his  fortune  with  the  sword,  he  ul- 
timately consented  to  receive  back  the  county  of  Jaf& 
in  lieu  of  all  his  denuded  honours,  and  to  hold  it  and 
las  other  possessions  simply  as  the  King's  YassaL 

Raymond  of  Tripoli,  who  had  secretly  fomented 

the  divifidons    against  Lusignan,  benefited  greatly 

by  lus  faumiliiition,  being  appointed  to  succeed  him 

as  regent  by  the  infirm  King.    Though  he  had  long 

n^nred  to  that  dignity,  he  at  first  affected  to  decline 

%  well  knowing  &&t  Baldwin,  who  dreaded  his  tur- 

fadent  disposition,  would  not  dare  to  offer  it  to  any 

odier  Lord ;  and  when  he  did  accept  it,  it  was  with 

the  thankless  port  of  one  who  had  been  importuned 

.into  a  disagreeable  and  vexatious  office,  and  under 

an  express  stipulation,  that  the  defence  of  the  firon- 

tins  should  devolve  entirely  on  the  military  orders. 

As  a  settled  persuasion  prevailed  throughout  the 

kingdom,  that  a  successful  resistance  could  not  be 

modi  longer  made  to  the  encroachments  of  Saladin, 

one  of  the  first  acts  of  Raymond's  regency  was  to 

Noew  the  truce  with  that  Prince,  whidi  he  effected 

as. before,  by  paying  him  a  large  ransom.     The 

€l»stianB,  in  purchasing  this  truce,  were  actuated 

W  a  hope,  thi^  be&re  it  expired,  the  Princes  of 

Europe  wotdd  take  into  consideration  the  perilous 

pOBtioB  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  engage  in  a  new 

cnnade.     It  was  accordingly  determined  to  despatch 

a  solbnn  embassy  to  the  sovereigns  of  the  West,  and 

Heradius,  Patriardi  of  Jerusalem,  voluntarily  offered- 

to  conduct  it.     The  vain  and  pompous  character  of 

HetaoHiis,  however,  but  poorly  quaMfied  him  for  so 

inmortant  amission ;  and  the  council,  though  diey 

m not xihoose.  entirely  to  reject  his  services,  pnfc- 

dBB%.  ifpointed  tfee  Granimaatera  of  the  Hospital 
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len  and  Templars  bis  colkagueB,  in  the  <Kpe<$t»- 
tion,  that  the  wisdom  and  amenity  of  these  two  «x- 
perieneed  knights  would  prerent  the  warm  temper  of 
the  prelate  from  doing  injury  to  the  cause.  The  am- 
bassadors first  bent  their  way  to  Verona»  where  Pope 
Ludns  the  Third,  and  the  Emperor  Frederic  the 
First,  chanced  to  be  at  the  time  engaged  in  the  eel- 
tiement  of  their  territorial  disputes.  These  piinees 
listened  with  condescension  to  the  moving  tale  which 
the  embassy  laid  be£bie  them,  and  dismiased  them 
with  abundance  of  futile  hopes.  The  Empenir,  eays 
Yertot,  promised  them  troops,  which  he  never  fitf- 
misfaed ;  and  ihe  Pope  gave  them  only  indiulgenoes  and 
.letters  of  recommendatioD,  which  cost  him  nothing* 

At  Verona,  the  embassy  lost  Amauld  of  Traye, 
Grandmaster  of  die  Templars,  who  was  suddenly 
.  seized  widi  a  violent  distemper,  of  which  he  died. 
Having  laid  him  in  his  grave,  his  ooinpauioBS  made 
the  best  of  their  way  to  the  court  of  France.  Hie 
throne  of  that  conn^  was  occupied  at  the  time  by 
Fhil^  the  Second,  a  young  prince  scarcely  twenly 
years  of  age,  who  receiW  them  ^'  ^nciou^, "  vad, 
as  Rigord  says,  with  the  ^'  kiss  of  peace. "  *  The 
ambassadois,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  atguraents 
emf^bojed  by  them  to  induce  Philip  to  sucoooc  the 
tottering  kingdom  of  whiidi  they  were  the  refnesen- 
tatives,  laid  at  his  feet  ike  keys  of  Jerusalem^  as  a 
pledge  that  the  Oiristians  of  Pdestine  were  prepar^ 
ed  to  recognise  vhim  as  their  protector,  at  whtffcever 
time  he  dbose  to  display  his  banner  on  their  waiDs. 
Filled  wilh  enduisiasm  at  the  idea  of.unfurling  the 
Orifiamme  on  a  soil  which  the.  whole  Christian  workL 
venerated  as  holy,  and  whidi  a  long  sucoession  of 
iUnstsions  crusaoen  had  passed  their  lives  in  effbrts 

*  Sit  PUl^  Aag. 
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The  result  of  this  embassy  gave  but  little  satts*- 
&ction  to  the  Christians  of  Palestine.  The  Eng- 
lish King,  notwithstanding  the  intemperate  conduct 
of  Heradius,  contr9)uted  a  considerable  sum  of  mo- 

•  ney  to  relieve  their  necessities ;  and  the  crusaders 
•who  voluntarily  mustered  in  his  territories,  when' 
.  incorporated  with  those  of  France,  formed  a  body 

sufficiently  numerous  to  have  afforded  very  import- 

•  ant  succour,  if  properly  commanded ;  but  no  leader 

•  of  renown  was  at  their  head ;  and  in  those  d^s  the 
.  moral  influence  of  a  warlike  name  was  so  grea^  that 

an  army  which  took  the  field  imder  the  auspices 
.  of  an  unknown  commander,  was  regarded  as  deliver* 
,edov^  to  destruction.  At  this  untoward  juncture 
(1186),  when  all  public  confidence  was  at  an  end, 
Baldwin  the  Fourth  died ;  and  he  had  scarcely  been 
.seven  months  in  the  grave,  when  it  also  opened  to* 
receive  his  successor,  the  young  Baldwin  the  Fifth, 
who  tenninated  his  reign  so  suddenly,  as  to  counte- 
nance strong  suspicions  that  his  life  had  been  shorten- 
ed by  poison.  These  suspicions  were  at  first  di- 
rected against  the  Regent;  but,  from  what  after- 
wards transpired,  the  foul  crime  was,  with  more  jus- 
tice, laid  to  the  charge  of  the  youth's  own  mother, ' 
who  was  supposed  to  have  perpetrated  it  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  herself  and  Lusignan  to  the 
supreme  authority.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  young 

•  King  died  suddenly  in  his  mother's  palace,  before 
his  sulijects  were  aware  that  his  life  was  in  any  dan- 

•  ger ;  and  the  Princess  did  not  allow  the  event  to  be- 
come known  tiQ  she  had  secured,  by  bribery  it  is  said, 
the  Patriarch  and  Gerard  de  Ridefort^  Grandmaster 
of  the  Templars,  to  assist  her  and  Lusignan  to 
ascend  the  throne.  In  the  same  hour  that  the  peo- 
ple were  Unformed  that  their  King  was  dead.  Ride- 
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fort^  who  was  custodier  of  the  regal  insignia,  pkced 
theoL  at  the  Queen's  disposal,  unknown  to  the  Lords 
of  the  realm ;  and  Guy  de  Lusignan  and  his  con*  • 
sort  were  ixmnediately  proclaimed  King  and  Queen 
of  Judea.     These  proceedings  excited  tho  greatest 
indignation  throughout  the  country.     Lusignan  was ' 
held  in  such  general  contempt  by  the  nobles,  that 
even  his  own  broker  Geo£Brey,  a  knight  of  distin- 
guished bravery  and  great  physical  strength,  scof-* 
fingly.exchdnifidy  ^*  Since  Uiey  have  made  Guy  a 
King,  they  would,  had  they  known  my  value,  have 
made  me  a  God."     The  Grandmaster  of  the  Tem- 
plars was  regarded  by  many  people  as  a  traitor,  who 
had  surrendered  the  crown  to  a  claimant  who  had 
no  title  to  wear  it ;  and  so  widely  was  public  opi- 
nion at  Yariance  on  the  subject,  that  both  parties 
took  to  arms,   and  made  prq>aration  to  decide  their 
disputes  in  open  battle.     As  Lusignan's,  or  rather 
his  consort's  partisans,  were  numerous,  the  Count  of 
Tripoli,  as  diampicm  of  the  malecontents,  held  it 
more  prudent  to  settle  the  matter  by  artifice  than 
by  the  sword*     Litimation  was  conveyed  to  the 
Q^eeo,  that,  as  &r  as  concerned  herself  the  gran-' 
d^  were  ready  to  recognise  her  authority ;  but 
that,  to  secure  that  recognition,  she  must  formal- 
ly ^vorce  Lusignan,  ano^  if  she  were  still  deter- 
mined to  have  a  companion  on  the  throne,  choose 
a  partner  more  likely  to  prove  a  bulwark  between 
the.  kingdom  and  its  •  enemies.     The  princess,  who 
did  not  want  capacity,  and  who  saw  that  this  pro-  • 
position  might,  with  due  management,  be  made 
to.  sezve.her  own.  purpose,  agreed  to  it  on  condition - 
that  the  nobles  should  bind  themselves,  by  a  solemn 
oath,  to  swear  fealty  to  whoever  she  shofuld  after- 
ymda  choose  as  their  King.     Raymond  and  hi^ 


partisans^  eager  to  get  rid  of  Lusignaa,  whom  they 
held  in  the  moat  sovere^  contempt  and  detestation, 
readily  bound  themselves  in  the  manner  stipulated ; 
and  on  some  &jdk  pretence,  which  historians  have 
not  deigned  to  record,  the  Patriarch,  who  was  de- 
voted to  the  Queen  8  interest,  forthwith  dedaxed 
hear  and  Lusignaa  legally  divorced*  This  done,  tJie 
ndi>lea  readily  did  homage  to  her  as  their  sovereign, 
and  she  was  oonducted  with  great  pomp  to  the 
chureh  of  the' Holy.  Sepolchre,  to  undergo  the  ce- 
remony of  coronation*  No  sooner,  however,  waa 
the  erown  placed  on  her  head,  than  she  removed  it, 
and  widi  her  own  hands  placed  it  on  that  of  Lusig- 
mm*  whom,  to  die  astemidunent  of  the  spectators, 
she  hailed  by  the  title  of  King,,  exdaiming,  at  the 
sasoe  time,  m  the  language  of  scripture,  and  with  a 
stateliness  worthy  of  her  ancestry,,  ^  Whom  God 
halh  joined,  let-  not  man  put  asunder  I  "*^  The 
grandees,  foikd  by  this  act,  oSeated  no  opposition ; 
and  neither  did  liw  populace,  though  they  marvdled 
at  it  as  ffift  extraordinarf  event,  mani&st  any  decided 
hostility  towards  their  new  sovereigns.  The  Count 
of  Tripoli  alone  was  ezaspemted  beyond  recondlef 
meat.  Impreoating  ruin  on  die  heads  of  Lusignan 
and  his  que^i,  loid  ready  to  cast  away  even  honour 
and  life  in  order  to  be  revenged  on  them  and  dieir 
abettors,  he  instantly  quitted  Jerusalem,  and  retired 
to  his  own  ^incipaUty ;  where  an  envoy,  accredited 
hy  Saladin  to  take  advantage  of  this  unhappy  rup- 
ture)  soon  afier  found  him  prepared  to  sd)scribe  to 
any  schoDie,  no  matter  how  perilous  or  how  in- 
fambui^  likely  to  eon^Niss  his  riind's  overthrow.     In 

.  *  Hoveden,  CqggBehaU,  and  others^  throw  doubt  on  thi^ 
story. 
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nation  at  the  impetuosity  of  this  attacki  were  fi»  a  • 
time  incapable  ot  resistance  ;  and,  seeing  their  lines.- 
strewn  with  dead,  and  their  tents  in  flames,  they 
were  on  the  point  of  yielding  up  the  field  in  despair 
when  the  valiant  Sultan  presented  himself  in  the ; 
midst  of  his  broken  phalanxes,  and  rallied  them  with 
his  well-known  voice.   When  the  sun  rose,.jth€  Christ  . 
tians,  instead  of  finding  themselves  masters  of  the 
field,  beheld  the  Infidels  drawn  up  in  battle-array,  and ' 
on  the  point  of  surrounding  them.     A  regubur  bat- 
tle ensued.     The  knights,  emulous  of  renown,  and 
burning  with  the  hope  of  taking  the  redoubted  Sa«' 
ladin  captive,  made  a  gallant  effort  to  pierce  the 
phalanx  which  he  had  rallied  in  person  ;  and  closed 
hand  to  hand  with  their  adversaries  in  deadly  strife, 
neither  giving  nor  asking  quarter.      The  Grand- 
master of  the  Hospitallers  repeatedly  charged  through' 
the  S9:acen  squadrons ;  but  at  length  his  horse  re- 
oedved  a  wound  which  brought  him  down  with  his 
rider  under  him,  and  in  a  moment  the  venerable 
knight  lay  weltering  in  his  blood,  and  hewn  almost 
to  pieces  by  the  scimitars  of  the  barbarians.     The 
Hospitallers,  when  they  saw  him  fidl,  formed  a  ring 
roimd  his  body ;  and  it  became  the  centre  of  a  des^ 
perate  conflict,  in  which  many  brave  men  of  both 
armies  felL     The  battle  terminated  without  either 
party  obtaining  a  decisive  advantage ;  but  as  the  In- ' 
fideJs  retreated  firom  the  field,  the  Christians  held  it 
a  token  that  they  had  been  worsted.     The  body  of 
the  brave  De  Moulins  was  found  by  the  knights  who  ^ 
survived  him,  buried  under  a  pile  of  the  slain;  chiefly 
Turkomans  and  Saracens,  whom  the  falchions  of  his, 
brethren  had  sacrificed  to  his  manes.    It  was  interred 
flt  Acre  with  knightly  honours ;  and  the  lamenta^ 
tions,  not  only  of  his  own  order,  but  of  the  whole 
nation,  Mowed  him  to  his  grave. 
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The  Count  of  Tripoli  was. appointed  to  a  dufeiiH 
guided  command  in  this  anny.     On  its  arrival  in 
the  vicinage  of  Saladin's  position,  Raymond,  infbi^ 
therance  of  bis  own  ne&rious  designs,  prevailed  on 
the  unsuspicious  King  to  fix  his  camp  in  an  aridaad 
elevated  place,  destitute  of  water— -diat  most  «•». 
sential  provision  of  an  army.     When  the  blundar- 
was  discovered,  it  was  found  that  a  supply  could  aafy . 
be  procured  by  opening  apassage  to  a  stream  flown^: 
in  rear  of  the  Saracen  host.     In  a  oomtry  like  8yri% . 
such  a  privation  could  not  be  borne  passively  by.« 
lai^  force,  in  the  heat  of  July,  &>r  any  length 
One  night's  rq>o8e  convinced  Lusignan  of  the 
tenabl^ess  of  ius^can^,  and  he  iEsued  an  order  that 
an  attempt  should -be  made  to  open  a  passage,  swoid 
in  hand,  to  the  river.     The  Templais,  witJi  thaar 
umial  bravery,  volunteered  to  lead  the  van ; .  and^^ 
niflhing  down  from  their  rocky  camp  into  the  plain, 
where  Saladin  had  drawn  up  Ins  army  in  battle  amy 
to  receive  them,'  they  charged,  the  Saracen  line  wilit  * 
aueh  impetuosity  that  it  was  completely  broken' by 
tlieir  onset.     But  at  dus  important  junctive,  when 
it  was  the  special  duty  of  tbe  Count  of  TripoH<to' 
support  them  with  a  powerful  reserve, .  that  apostdle 
Lord,  according  to  some  historians,  turned  Iub  bafik^ 
qn  the  battle  and  ^d,  leaving  ^em  entirely  at'  ^km 
mercy  of  their  enemies.  Hie  rest  of  the  army, .  stmdk: 
with  dismay  at  his*  desertion,  returned  unbroken  W 
their  former  position ;   and  the  gallant  Temp]ai% 
hemmed  in  on  every  side,  and  overborne  l^  nnmbte^ 


expreanngany  nndae  anxiety  abont^t^e  fiiAe  of .  Hbeff ia%  ^ 
dared  himself  ready  to  sacrifice  it  fi>r  the  public  good-  Thcv 
add»  that  it  was  the  Grandmfl^ter  of  th«  Templars  who  spurrc^ 
on  Guy  of  Luagnan  to  his  destrectjon. ' 
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w«r  tdH.  slaui  or  made  captive.     Lusignan  and  his 
diflfaeartened  m>ops  passed  another   night  in  their 
Todsy  piifion,  tormented  by  thirst,  which  was  greatly 
B^grxnted  by  the  heat  of  the  season,  and  the  confla* 
gnUaon  of  ike  woods  that  clothed  the  mountain, 
which  Saladin  had  set  on  fire.     Spent  with  fatigue, 
and  rendered  careless  of  life  by  their  sufferings,  the 
soldiers  threw  themselves  on  the  bare  earth,   and 
ceased  to  observe  any  discipline.     Information  of 
their  dei^ir  liavii^  reached  the  vigilant  Sultan,  he 
hoUfy  stoTBoed  their '  position,   and,   meeting  with 
scnroely  any  resistance,  ccHnpletely  annihilated  the 
whfde  army.     For  a  time,  the  fru^ent  of  the  true 
OiosG^  wfaidi-  -was  planted  on  an  eminence,  served  as 
aral^ong-point  to  the  broken  battalions;  but  gra^ 
duaEy  aO  who  had  gathered  round  it  were  hewn  down, 
and  at  last  the  bi^p  of  Acre  had  the  holy  relie 
torn  fivHR  his  grasp.     The  c»nage  was  dread^  for 
the  Infidels  gave  no   quarter  4  and  the    blood   of 
thasty  thousand  Chiistians  ran  in  streamlets  down 
the  rocks.     The  Kii^,  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Tern* 
plars,  the  lanious  partisan,  Reginald  de  Chatillon,  and 
»vast  aomb^  of  Lords  and  Knights,  fell  alive  into 
thft'haads  of  the  enemy.     The  Grandmaster  of  the 
Ho^taQerswas  almost  the  only  person  of  distinc- 
^iois  tdio  escaped  captivity  or  death.     A^r  peri&Hiii- 
ii^-^nany  feats  of  valour,  in^en  he-  saw  the  battle  irre* 
tiaevid^  lf36t,  he  cut  his  way,  single-handed,  ^iroug^ 
thr  eheoEiyjs  s^padrons^  and,  covered  with  wounds,  fled 
to  Asealon,  wiia^e  he  soon  after  died«     It  is  stated, 
OQ  the  authority  of  Hovedeo  and  odier  historians, 
that  Sobdin,  reeBsrdsng  the  mihtBry  Orders  as  the 
bfdwark  of  tfce  Christian  power  in  the  East,  conduct- 
ed hiroEself  vnth  unwonted  severity  towards  the  Hos^ 
|xldlers  and  Templars  whom  h»  xn«de  prisoners  in 
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b^ogocie  fipo«t«|es  to  tlMir  rdigion,  be  qruftUy  osdamd 
thwd  to  bo  put  (o  deatb*    But  it  is  probable  tbn^ 
tbioae  atrocitieB  wwa  perpetrate  in  the  fluah  of  yii> 
tpfyt  either  without  bis  knowledge,  or  by  barbaneos 
0V9t  whom*  ataueh  a  j»oviieDl^  he  bad  no  eontrovJ  i 
for  never  bad  the  tEQ>es  of  the  deaert  been  under  th« 
ngle.of  ao  nn^ntniwona  and  cjemeot  a  efaief.    Tbi^ 
^iferenee  ie  atreiigtbened  by  hie  eoqduet  towirde  ^ 
Qiptive  iUqgr     On  being  aununoned»  atong  with  the 
Grandmaeter  of  the  Tem^lna,  Rcgineld  de  ChatilloB^ 
9tA.  several  other  Latin  L<^;ds,  to  the  presence  of  the 
Sultan,  LuBJgiian  prepared  himself  fpr  4eath.     3iM> 
Saledin  feceived  bim  with  courtesy^  and  seeing  him 
sinking  under  the  efPeeta  of  thirst,  weaiiness  and 
griei  comnwuided  ^  pleasant  beverage^  cooled  widi 
sxM>w,  to  be  giyen  hiin*     The  King  havii^  quenqbr 
ed  Jiis  thiraty  would  have  banded  the  cup  to  Reginald 
4e  Qbtatillon;  but  Salediii  intimated^  through  his  in* 
tefpreter,  that  it  was  for  Lusignan  alone  that  it  had 
been  filled,  and  that  JReginald,  having  forfeited  hie  1^ 
by  innumeieUe  erifne^  oo^ld  not  share  the  hospitabt^ 
draught.   He  thw  rOT)roa<jied  that  nnprincbled  cfai^ 
who  was  indeed  little  better  than  a  bandit  leadei^ 
with  the  truceshe  bad  bwken,  tberobbeiieshebad  per* 
petmtedy  and  the  eruehi«9  he  had  exercised^  tgwar4i. 
the  prisoners  who  bad  &Uen  into  his  hands.    Aboi^ 
aU>  he  chaiged  him  with  a  design,  which  it  was  wall 
known  he  had  long  entertained^  of  crossing  ihe  der. 
seit,  from  bis  stron^old  of  Mount  Royal,  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  deeimte  partisani,  and  surprising  and 
phinderi^  the  holy  dties  of  Medina  and  Afijqsa^ 
and,  as  an  atonement  &X  the  saorilegeous  intent  and 
his  numbedess  atroeitieB,  called  upon  him  to  le- 
nounoe  Chrieti  or  sunfender  hie  lift  a  yidm  at«;lbe 
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w  of Mcifaamineikn  vciigemM.  RennoM,  wiUiu 
'  iity  worthy  of  »  low  poUuletl  and  ntiblw  ' 
ei  resohitcly,  thougb  lie  my  ths  Mmlun 
r  ready  to  leap  baui  its  icabbartl,  tiiot,  a 
m,  he  auumwl  to  puiduuMi  his  lil«  hy  m    ~ 
Utiun.     Scvwly  had  he  uttcretl  thwii-  v 
n  the  rEBdy  blade  tiwept  W»  head  fonti  his  tt 
I,  tlicrrhy  conlerriitg  the  croini  of  mmtyrdom 
n  who  otherwite  merited  a  felon'a  death.      ': 
f  all  his  companions  were  sputd,  uid  l 
tat  priaoneis  lu  DamMCua. 
le  laat  days  of  iha  kiugdum  of  Jenualeni  c 
ncd  to  be  liut  approachtH^.     The  King  and  d 
mt  of   his  niibksi  wore   m   captivity — tha   — 
d  of  tlia  country  had  fallen  uoJer  the  awor 
-aiid  tlie   inililary   onicn    vtert    i 
ict.     It    w*s    under   the*: 
KM  that  the  t«w  Hiwpti^ll<  < 
r  their  raw  victorious  !>,..  i. 
ft  leader  in  tJie  atead  n)'  tin-         li  ■  I'l 
d  reocircd  Ida  ileath-wuuiid   iu  ilii;  bai 

That  dignity  was  DO  longer  au  abject  U 
tiUon,  but  so  beset  with  cares  and  perihl,  thl 
iglda  wiib  didiculEy  pt*vsil«d  on  t^mwn^ 
on  Wiom  their  chuiM  fvll,  to  accept  it,  i 
,  under  tbu  eusvlctioii  that  it  remuinsd  oid 
URcIf  and  hia  bretliren  to  Hee!k  on  htinoaiblj^ 
1 187).  •  Sdadin  lost  no  timu  in  Ibltowi^ 
(  Tidory  by  new  cnnqucna.  Mniiy  of  i 
it  places  in  the  lungdom,  dninod  vf  ibatrgi 
1  filled  witli  diaikay  at  the  rapidity  * 
h  luuvenatiihecomiixy,  tlirewopai  ihevgataat 


a«^ 


IwraiMi 


ilB 

famnaiiitf  niUdi  wajftemdj  distingukihed  hhii,  he  fib 
sooner  famrd  of  the  beaevoktie  afttendon  ^wliidi  ik& 
HospiftdleiB  were  in  the  habit  ofbestowmg  on  the  nek 
and  woondedy  than  he  gtanted  ten  of  them  perade- 
non  to  ramain  a  year  longer  in  Jerosalenii  to  peifcet 
the  core  of  all  tfaie  aufferas  who  had  been  eonfided 
to  their  care.* 

ThuB»  on  tbe  2d  of  October  1187,  at  the  diataMe 
^«ighqr««iglit  years  ficom  its  eon^pieat  by  1&efittitcrt»- 
aadefSf  Jaruaaleai  paaaed  onee  more  under  Aa  Mo- 
hammedan yvke.  fiakdin,erahe«Btftred^aafe}to- 
gated  eapitaly  caused  the  hdla  of  tlie  Christian  teln- 
ples  to  be  broken  and  meked  down;  and  the  Patriaadf^ 
lal  Chutnh,  whisk  bad  oiiginally  been  a  nii^|nifioeBt 
mosque^  built  by  the  Caliph  Omiar  on  theniina  of  tbfe 
£nttom  Temple  of  Solomon^  waa*  eaaefiofiy  ptotfed 
with'  torn  water,  and  again  dedieated  to  Infill  titaaL^ 
The  gieaiteraBS  wiiich  smraounted  lbs  dome  of  ^di 
snpeib  jtmafeuiey  was  abodiiqdMed  by  the  SvkaA^ 
osdei%  and,  «8  a  maik  of  dsmdai^n,  dn^gged  hr 
two  soseeasiTO  dtsp  tbrosi^  me  fith  of  the  vtnttiL 
Tim  wan  of  near  a  osntmry  had  wisn  ibr  the  titf 
that  bad  been  ihd  obyeet  je£  so  nmeb  pious  seal  and; 
no  many  aanguinaty .  Ganfliots^  Dedungsan^  teii^K^' 
hoBpur  and  a  bcansr  cbain. 

.     ■» 
^  Ga«ti«mtioaiaf'W]UMimo£Tvak 
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CHAPTERIV. 
Bk^tf  Tfre^—Jyeath  of^  Count  cf  TripaH — J%e  Tkit€ 


.^tjie  J^m^mrM9a^ItutitmU9m  qf  ike  Timlmie  iD^^Ali-r 
Arrival  (tfJPhilip  Auguttm  and  Miehard  Ccewr-de-ItUm  i#- 
frre  Acre-^Hivalrif  of  the  SAngt-  Crusaders — Conquest  qf 
Att^-^March  of  Jhchard'from  Acre  to  Asenfon»m  Te^ 

,:Mumtim^efthe  Tkird  Cruaade--^IUaaitf8akuiku 

Xffifr  Q:ii««&  and  hetntmo  found  ai»aa^liito  at  A» 
Cikn ;  but  ^the  nuflecable  mdtaliidB  vmo  shaEced  la 
hat  e^dbioQ  from  the  capital  of  her  kaagdam,  wore 
aeattoiwi  &r  and  ^ride«  Some  of  tfaeivfii^geea  W 
tM^  ^emaelTes  to  Tiipdiy  otfaeis  to  Anttodi ;  and 
anyoonoeivk^Jeniauemzediiaedto  peipetaal  bon^ 
4fige»  left  Aaa^icx  evwy  aad  pwaed  mto  the  Bibo» 
pnan  Slates.  Amoi^  the  last  nvwe  the  NuiwHoil* 
piiiiHarH  of  ^Sahit  Joho^  nbo^  with  ^  Gnaidiaflalar% 
iwrmiaaion,  reared  to  the  Clhriatkat  .IwigdomB  of  the. 
West,  where  tibm  Older  subsequently  attained  eon* 
ndodhle  iinpoMaiioe.  To  the  dishonour  of  the 
Prince  of  Antiodi,  he  not  only  draiied  the  wandetefto 
idio  crowdsd  thi^er  the  ligats  of  ho^Mtalky,  but 
slipped  th^si  of  sudi  pn^ieity  as  they  had  hew  aide 
to  cany  away. 

The  QoeoB,  though  she  had  received  a  safe  eo&K 
Toy  to  Asoaloni  was  not  loi^  permitted  to  retaiit 
that  stronghold,  for  Saladin  soon  after  invested  it 
«lh ft conadflldlde farce;  andahsth^ifttdfieahkla. 
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sonender,  diiefly  on  condition  that  her  eonsorl,  to- 
gether with  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Tempkm,  and 
fifteen  other  Latin  Lords,  should  receive  their  liberty. 
An  article  in  the  treaty  stipulated,  that  Lusignon 
should  solemnly  renounce  the  title  of  King  of  Je- 
rusalem ;  and  he  had  the  meanness  to  agree  to  tins 
humiliating  abdication  of  a  throne,  which  he  may  be 
said  to  have  usniped,  and  which  he  had  nether  ^be 
gallantry  nor  the  talent  to  defend*  Having  thas 
pablidy  discrowned  himsd^  he  retired,  with  hisPrin- 
tcess,  to  a  solitary  stronghold  on  the  seaneiiose,  ^thae 
Sakdin,  who  held  him  in  sovereign  contempt,  left 
him  jonmolested,  as  a  foe  altc^ther  unworthy  of  his 
regard. 

The  Christians  having  thus  lost  Jerusalem,  Asea- 
lon,  and  many  other  fortresses,  were-filled  witfade- 
ajpair.'  The  inhabitants  of  Tyre,  which  had  sbd^ 
tared  great  nianbers  of  the  fugitives  from  Jerusaksi 
■flod  odier  places,  no  Icmger  imbued  with  the  invin^ 
dUe  bravery  which  had  enabled  their  ancestors  to 
bold  out  for  seven  months  against  the  army  of  Ales- 
Aider,  were  so  intimidated  by  the  intelligmoe  liuit 
-Saladin  was  about  to  invest  their  aty,  thaftdifey 
pr^axed  to  recdve  the  Infidels  as  conquerors,  arid 
would  have  tendered  the  Sultan  the  keys  of  fhdb' 

Stes  without  resistance,  had  not  young  Conrad  df 
bntfenat,  son  of  the  Marquis  of  that  name,  whom 
Saiadin  hdid  in  (Sapdvity,  and  brother  of  die  first  fattl^ 
baaad  of  ike  Queen  SybiUa,  arrived  fi'om-  Etffope  it 
tins  critical  juncture,  and  offered  tbem  his  servioifB 
provided  they  would  engage  to  make  a  resolute  de- 
fence. Contemning  Lusignan  as  a  craven  knight,  and 
hurried  away  by  youthfiil  amotion,  he  i«fiised«to  uft^ 
sheath  his  sword  in  his  cause ;  but  stipulated,  thsl^ 
ihould  he  succeed  ia  repulsing  the  Inidds,  aftd^ife^ 


•femng  tbc  place,  ihe  Tyrians  should  afterwaxds 
0weaff  fealty  to  him  as  iheir  hege  lord.  Having  se- 
^eared  their  assent  to  diis  con&on,  he  invited  the 
remnant  ai  the  Hospitallers  to  his  assistance,  and, 
with  their  aid,  rendered  the  citizens  so  expert  in 
militaiy  exercises,  and  infiised  such  a  warlike  spirit 
into  die  v?hole  population,  that  Sakdin,  when  he  sat 
down  before  the  city,  fonnd  the  very  women  banded 
with  the  bowmen  on  the  ramparts.  The  siege  was 
pressed  with  vigour,  but  the  vaiomr  of  the  garrison 
defeated  every  attempt  to  take  it;  and  at  length, 
chafed  by  the  slow  progress  of  his  arms,  Saladin  de- 
termined, as  a  last  resource,  to  engage  the  fihal  8jm» 
pathies  of  the  young  knight  who  conducted  the  de- 
nnee  in  his  behal£  Tbe  Marquis  of  Montferrat, 
Conrad's  fethor,  who  had  been  talcen  prisoner  in  die 
fetal  battle  of  Tiberias,  was  brought  in  irons  to 
the  Sultan's  camp;  and  Saladin,  having  caused  the 
captive  nobleman  to  be  carried  to  a  conspicuous 
situation  before  the  walls,  sent  'a  herald  into  die 
pboe  widi  a  message  to  Comad,  that  unless  he 
ttqntulated  forthwith,  his  fether's  head  should  be 
Jtmck  off  within  sight  of  the  ramparts.  Conrad,  in« 
Itaad  of  giving  way  to  the  yeamings  of  filial  affec- 
fioQ,  assumed  an  air  of  indi^rence^  and  ordered  die 
heidd.  to  return  and  tell  his  master,  that  he  could 
90tf  put  a  captive  to  death  under  such  ciroimistanoes, 
usthout  incurring  the  utmost  dishonour,  and  diat,  as 
a  Chrietian  knight,  he  himself  would  ''glory  in  hav- 
ing a  mtftyr  for  his  feth^.  To  show  that  this 
wto  oao  idle  boast,  the  Tyriaos  followed  it  up  by 
feesb  lowers  <^  arrows;  but  the  a^ers  had  se- 
c|6t  instructions  to  dioot  wide  of  die  spot  where  diO' 
fener^ble  parent  of  their  champion  was  exposed  in 
^Im^H^i     a  bloody-minded  conqueror  would  havg 
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fiilfilkd  his  tfaceitof  dffc^iitatbii ;  but  S«]*d]|}^  yiM 
posaessed  nothing  o£  the  MilHurian.  sate  tha  ma»f  bmi 
too  much  Tniyianimity  to  wreak  hk  disafi^intnuni; 
da  «  ^elbnodMB  eaptiye*  He  seal  him  biick  to  pn? 
son  in  safe^i  and  teased  the  ofige*  * 

Tyie  being  thus  leliefed  from  inwnediato  daagw^ 
Guy  de  Lnsignanf  who  still  eoveted  -those  r^^  hff* 
noma  which  he  had  so  dishonourably  worn. and 
so  pusillanimotisly  resii^edy  ptes^iited  himself  faolisM: 
the  city»  with  an  intent  to..«Eiter  it  in  HgBl  stotoi 
under  the  shadow  of  yonng  Montfenat's  xencdMflik 
But  th^  inhabitants  treated  his  pieteilflioira  witii^  ooKh 
tempt ;  and  told  hin^.as  ha  stood  efujj^licating  &r 
admittances  that  the  lordship  of  Tyre  had,  by  soloiMt 
oompactt  been  oonfeired  <m  the  valiant  looight  wfaft 
bad  49iahled  them  to  defy  ths  Infidel  hosti  and  wSS 
Severed  frqin  him  and  his  house  hr  ever*  •  With  Mk 
answer  Lusk[nan  was  forced  to  retire ;  but.tibe  Gnutdf 
master  of  we  Templars  ha?ing  couitfenanoed  hia 
daimS)  while  the  Hospitalleca  aic^Bd  wi&  the  XynaM 
and  their  new  Lord*  a  sort  of  partisan  war&re  «i« 
sued  between  the  two  princes^  which,  thoii^  it  did 
not  lead  to  bloodshed^  yet  conspired*  along,  Yfkk 
oth^r  imtowaid  eauses^  aeiioualy  to  andwinina  ihr 
Cltfistian  power  m  the  Esst^ 

Saladin*  having  been  thus  repulsed  at  Tyi?|.  nexl 

turned  his  arms  against  the  piineipality  of  Ajstip9b$. 

the  whol0  of  .wbi^  with  the  eKc^<m  of  thecfairf. 

city  itself  opeedily  snbmitled  to  his  aitais;  i&dof 

sfl  the  fortresses  that  had  once  appertained,  to  (hi 

crown  of  Jerusalem,   thoiie  of  An^iodi*   Tiipdir 

and  Tyte,  alona  eootintted  to  display  ii»  Cioss  stir 

th«ir  batliemeiits.    It  waa  now  that  Baynmnd  tt 

i     •     ' 
•  Yerlot* 
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poll,  scMng  Uie  whtde  of  Jutlai  avemni  b]r  8 

iii<]  (Iw  liiiKTovmed  Luidpiin  a  AigitV 
band  ragabuoil  in  Iiiii  own  domnuoni,  rcqurMe4' ■ 
pSnltui  to  put  tiim  in  jKiMrMion  of  that  (1uu1mii|*I 
(idiicii  III-  had  sf  tbiiUy  tietiayed  liif>  compalrit 
ia  £uUi  lit  iliv  battle  of  Tibcms.    But  Stladiq 
Biiiig  bim   the  iiion  iiir  die   very  treo, 

1  himself  tlie  vkiory,  tnitted  h'v  pieieo 
t  with  ridit^ule,  tuid  gBilcit  liiin  with  i 

Pride  and  ambition  had  been  Itaymnnil 
■  ;  and  his  tmsod  conld  Tint  HUppun  tlio  extai 
ki  of  ill  good  meu,  and  the  total  uuiiliiluiun  c 
■  owD  umbieiuus  licpcs.  StriulLL-n  with  midm 
doKtd  his  guilt;  career  in  a  paroiytnii  of  ni^e  t 
pui;  lunving  behind  tuin  a  luuiie,  vrhicli  luul  a 
■  -  i»\  !i..u[;.in!.Ii-  plnne  in  the  roll 
,.    ■..■.!  ;  '■]■.   ^^lil)^hcd  by  thti   ( 

ijiofitasy  (o  his  GikI.* 
'.  j:.    \  ....I'  :.'i..  riiird,>AolhQi  o 


I  Hklortnu  differ  pi»\f  nupprtin;  the  ctiar; 

-n.ifhi-CimntrfTfii».U.     «1U».  iu  hi.  Iliiinry  J 
,i.,.ii,rp-  Tli„t  ifUt  >  un&U  coUallmi  of  nulhnritia 

'.  I'-tiiri  of  ruluntnv,  I'JuFdy  m 

:.<l,  who  wn  in  PU»linr  D> 
ii.i  ivhoiB  hi!Ml«mi>  11  Itn  fnitlihil  1j1» 


,  0...1.  ...ii<..a™nt.yrTnwill« 

,  \S  m»j  luvc  bwn  EricanM  »  (» 


nun  batern  dyiiu^* 
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pied  the  papal  diair,  is  said  to  hs^e  taken  it  eoddepi^ 
ly  to  heart,  that  he  died  of  grief.  *     His  succesflot^ 
ur^iy  die  £k[falli,  to  whom'  Wiltiam,   Ai^hi*' 
shop  d  Tyre,  me  most  veracious  historitti  ci  ihB- 
9gRf  carried  in  penon  the  movkig  tale,  appointed 
prayers  to  be*  said,  and  fasts  to  he  held,  throughout. 
Christendom,  to  deprecate  the  divine  wrath;  and^ 
the  whole  conclave  of-  Cardinals  publicly  renouiiciBdi 
all  temporal  diversions,  and  declared  themselves  tuid* 
their  flodu  to  be  unworthy  to  bear  the  ndma^rf'^ 
Christians,  while  the  heritage  of  ^e  Redeemer. ctf 
mankind  remained  under  the  Infidel  yok^  But  theie' 
was  much  more  ostentation  than  sincere  aeeal  in  ihak 
protestations,  i^eh,  as  Fidkr  remariffl,  like  man^ 
ners'  vows,  ended  with  the  tempest.     When  WiU- 
liam  of  Tyre  presented  hunself  at  Rome,  entreatmg' 
soocourin  bdiaJf  of  his  distressed  compatriots  >  in 
the  East,  he  found '  these  hypocrideal  diurdnaen, 
oee  and  all,  &r  more  ready  to  recommend  the  cru* 
aade  to  others,  than  to  engage  in.  it  ^emselves,  er 
even  to  humble  their  bodies  in  token  of  grie£    The 
temporal  sovereigns  to  yfibom  he  next  addressed  hiflth 
self,  deported  themselves  vnth  more  generos^.     At^' 
a  conference  held  near  Gisotb  on  the  15th  ii-Jt^^- 
1188,  at  which  Philip  th&  Second  of  Fmnc6,  an<f 
Henry  the  Second  of  England,  took  into  grave  $dn»  ^ 
^deration  the  facts  which  ^e  Ardibishop .  laid  be^- 
fore  them    touchiiig  ^e  deplordbte   condif^ofi   df'^ 
Palestine,  these  two  monarchs,  thoiigh  almost'  ^ 
ways  at  variance  with  each  other,  and  at  that  idea^- 
tical  period  ready  to  begin  a  new  war,  i^oed  to 
assort,  fer  a  time,  their  clashing  mterests,'  imd  wlitfe- 
under  the  same  sacred' banner  for  the  deliveraMO^  <>f 

•  ftovcdea.  *       ' 
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thc^  Holy  Land.  Moasiares  were  inatandy  taken  by 
bodi  in  their  respeetive  states,  to  raise  the  &nds  ne* 
oesaaiy  for  fitting  out  a  mighty  armament ;  and  all 
persons  who  refused  to  serve  personally  in  the  cni" 
sade  were  subjected  to  a  tax  equivalent  to  a  tenth 
oialL  their  prc^ierty—^an  impost  which  was  long  after- 
wards popidarly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Saladin 
Tithe.  The  King  of  Scotland  coinpounded  for 
the*  Saladin  Tithe,  by  paying  Henry  five  thousand 
nuaks.  *  The  religious  communities  alone  resisted 
thb  subsidy*  Several  were  specially  exempted  from 
it ;'  and  those  who  paid  it  did  so  with  a  most  di»- 
creditable  reluctance,  and  under  a  protestation  that 
Chiistian  princes,  who  must  needg.  engage  in  war« 
like  enterprises,  oi^ght  to  exact  nothing  fitHu  the 
^^'gjy  hut  continu^  prayers  for  the  success  of  their 
arms.- 

The  death  of  Henry  the  Second  of  £n^and>  befixie 
theexpedition  y^ras  in  a  state  to  depart,  elevated  his  son 
Biehaid  the  First,  the  redoubted  Coeur-de-Lion,  to  the 
throne  of  that  kingdom ;  but  that  chivalrous  prince  at 
o^ie  took  upon  himself  his  father's  engagement  to  join 
the^crusade*  A,t  the  head  of  an  army  of  thir^  thoiH- 
sand.. foot. and  five  thousand  horse,  he  embarked  it 
l^er  (11^9),  and,  passing  by  Flanders  into  Nop» 
i^ody,  soon  after  joined  Pliilip  Augustus  at  Veze* 
lai»  On  the  frontiera  of  Buxgimdy.  On  reaching  the 
Riu)nQ,  the  two  monarehs  separated*  Philip  po« 
^'^^d  to  Genoa,  where  his  fleet  ]&y  ready  to  receive 
hiift;  while  Richard  rquuned  to  MarseUles,  wh^» 
he  had  made  arrangements  to  embark — ^Messinaiiav* 
^gbeeb  previously  fi^ed,on  as  the  port  of  ren- 
denroofl^ 
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Mmnvlule,  Uie  Archbitiliop  of  Tyre,  and  bi|  ]cqk 
l«^iK,  Hpiiry,  Biabop  of  Aibano.  Iiwl  iu4  J* 
idle.     IlgiTing  tenired  the  asaieteiiw  of  t^  T 
of  France  uid  Englonili  tliey  paused  into  Gm 
and,  bjr  iheu  anient  rapnaeotatiuiiB,  *n>o  on  lb 
pcrar  Fre<I«fu.4t  Bu^iaraMo,  ou  ^e<l  but  i 

Cinoc^  to  engage  in  Uie  sorne  enterpriiie,  *r 
a  than  aiiy-dght  of  the  (iimces  of  hie  c 
Enry  natiuti  of  ChrUtcndcurii  Spuui  alons  m 
Iwd  «  lihav  in  this  cruiiade.  llie  MotuB,  wlij 
eiiUhliiJied  diun^lves  in  tbt  finest  provitufot  <■ 
CAiiutiy,  gurti  the  KiugE  of  Cutile,  A 
fciwBire,  rnnple  eiiipjoytnent  in  llicir  l  ..  . 
nioni ;  but  Qinei)  aancba  of  AnogODt  il>  t<A 
her  roveience  ior  tbe  Muae  irbich  ii\t  bad  g 
tba  wi>Ji,  thim^  oat  the  jiuvcr,  to  fornnni,  and  ■ 

eSp(:ti*lK'    .f  '  .  7  -  ■  |..    i  !".r    ll  .. 

^i^allw^  ■  ■      ' 

IW^sy   k!    .-.-     :i     ■  .      I     .I'l...  ■      '■    ;  , 

Lwida,   toi  nuiu:  of  that  ur-l.r. 
iBCnt.it  bcoujodiinid,  part  oftbcue  iiunit-liAFfii^ 
wKo  WMT  iIH»tn  out  of  Ji'msnlem  liy  iJi«  wi 
of  Saludin,  found  an   acyliini;  and  there,   i 
ibohIcinIi  chroJiicleis,  th^  piaua  Udics  nn 
rrmainder  of  liicir  lirca  in  waterii^  viil  t 
lauiiQrY  of  ibc   heroei  beloD»iug  to  Uutr  ( 
Hbo  liad  pouluxl  in  bot  buttls  osuiul  tlw  F 
^  and  in  invoking  vioory  on  &e  Cbriuiai 
ner,  niierevct  it  i^ould  Im  unfurled  in  tlie 
stnfe. 

While  the  Princns  of  Euniuii  nere  tlina  l» 
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pinnl  fiuthfiil  lo  liim  in  hh  misfortiiiiiM,  and,  r 
pcil  by  a   iiiiiall  btiiljr   of  i-nitaden  brought  frd 
iwpe  by  his  brother  Godfrey,  nmi  vm" 

s,  itivestod  Snint  Jolm  d'Acre  with  rImI 
It  ( 1 189.)     'ais  city,  the  A« 
^«Dd  the  IHoUmm  of  the  Rmnanu, 
Igly  foTtiHed,  but  ui^Hesited  a  havrn  ci 
(nl-iliii^.  Ih.'  nti.ilf  i)f  (Iii;  im'ijhty  fti 

■:     :.ti.,.Weat.  TlioHflsn^ 
■'i-j,  ihti  ftdlicrcrita  wM 


Mid    his. 


■ival  of  three  p 
rli-s,  inic  riitiipoNeii   uf  (J  emiiins,  under  ll 
I  of  Tlmringiii  md  the  Diike  of  Gnefi 
1;  auralwt,  eruniitlng  of  Dunes,  men  ©I'  Uifij  ifl 
lonHomiw  bttttleastrs,    FHitiliunleril 
■!ir  ilunl  of  FnMich,  cijder  tf 
-'-  :'(  Drcux.     Eren  CotifBd  4 


.1-' 


1    till-  dij.igrr    mkI 

Aon  wan  dfliuidod  by  •  strong  gtfriso 

r'  the  oirannand  of  Knnicni,  oil*  o(  SiUudini 

*  cnpuiiis,  a  veMnn  ilndfiT  whuln  thv   Scilta 

]|A(1  mode  his  first  «88uy  i 

'  irtMioounureil  his  troop  to  nmltc  ftcijtidi 

'       :nfnilly  tnTninntiii  :n  Minguinnry  «i" 


r  ■„,"■ : ":■■•.'':' 

« 

'^iz±s 

tie.  'Lusignan  himself  led  one  diyision  inta  'ftc^- 
tion,  composed  of  his  own  troops,  the  French  cra- 
4»der8y  and  the  knights  of  Saint  John.  The  other 
was  <;ommanded  hy  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Tem^ 
plars,  and  included  the  knights  of  that  Ordet^*  kaS- 
the  Germans  and  Nordwm  MiiuMuiew  ithb  had 
lately  joined,  ibm^  CknMuBi  standard.  Both  mnies 
£on^  widii  gieat  obstinacy;  but  the  Christians^ 
^ou^  they  lost  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Templars  and 
many  of  his  knights,  returned  victorious  to  their  Hiies.' 
Saladin,  finding  it  impracticable  to  raise  the  siege/ 
restricted  his  (^>erations  to  the  interception  of  the 
convoys  enudoyed  to  su{^ly  the  army  with  proti*- 
ffions ;  and  famine  aod.pefdlence  soon  revealed  them^ 
aelves  in  the  Christian  camp,  and  smote  more  vic^ 
tims  than  the  Paynim  steeL  Lusignan  had  the  misery 
of  seeing  his  young  and  promising  sons  &11  victims  to* 
the  pre|ralent  disease ;  and  at  length  his  misfortunes 
were  crowned  by  the  Queen  Sybilla,  his  consort,  like' 
wise  sinking  under  the  same  ratal  malady.  * 

The  death  of  Sybilla  was  the  forerannet  df^iakw 
divisions  among  the  Christian  chiefs.     Her  cmly' 
aister,  Isabella,  while  yet  a  mere  chfld,  had  been'  be<*^ 
trothed  to  Humfrey,  Lord  of  Thoron,  the  third  tS 
that  name ;  but  the  nuptials  never  having  been  .eon- 
sumated,  Comad  of  Montfenat  now  openly  aspired 
to  her  hand ;  and  being  young,  and  of  a  noble  p^ 
aence,  nfiade  himself  master  df  her  affections,  and  pftr-' 
suaded  her  to  reject,  as  a  compulsory  contract,  '^ 
former  alliance.     Her  first  marriage  was '  in'  conse^ 
^uence  publicly  annulled ;  and  next  day  the  Bididp* 
x)f  Beauvais  solemms0d  her  nuptials  with  the  Prince 
of  Tyre^  who,  in  rig^t  of  their  irniony  instantly  dedm-^ 


4/,t|..-  t 
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td  .the  title  o£^Kmg  of  Jerosalem.  That  title,  how- 
ever,  despoiled  of  its  glory  as  it  was,  Lungnan  Te- 
iiised  to  sorrender,  on  die  argument  that  the  impress 
of  Royalty  was -never  to  be  effaced  while  he  remain- 
ed in  existence  ;  and  to  increase  the  complexi^  of 
the  question,  Humfrey  of  Thoron  likewise  put  m.  a 
daim  to  the  crown,  and  disputed  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  by  which  his  marriage  with  the  princess  had 
been  dissolved.  The  mailed  tribunal,  to  which  the 
matter  was  submitted,  dedinedto  give  judgment  as^to 
the  rights  of  the  three  titulary  kings,  who  thus  disputed 
a  sovereignty  without  subjects ;  and,  to  prev^it  theiti 
&om  turning  their  aims  against  each  other,  it  was 
agreed  to  refer  their  pretensions  to  the  Kings  of 
France  and  England^  when  these  monarchs  ehoidd 
arrive -in  the  Holy  Land. 

Philip  Augustus  and  Richard  of  England  win- 
tered in  Sicily ;  and  in  consequence  of  ^s  de- 
lay, the  expedition  led  by  the  Emperor  fVederic 
arrived  in  Asia  before  them,  having  proceeded  over-* 
land  tbrough  Greece.  Frederic  was  sixty-nine  years 
of  age  when  he  engaged  in  this  enterprise ;  but  he  had 
all  £e  ardour  of  a  warrior  in  his  full  vigour ;  and, 
aiier  defeating  the  Sultan  of  Iconium,  who  disputed 
his  passage,  made  good  his'  advance  into  Cilicia. 
Unhappily,  having  incautiously  ventured  to  bathe?  in 
the  Cydnus,  the  waters  of  which  were  chilled  by  the 
snovs  of  the  Isaurian  mountains,  it  brought  on  an 
iOiiess  of  which  he  died.  In  this  ac^st  monarch 
the  military  orders,  and  particularly  the  Hospitallers, 
lost  4  powerful  protector  and  steady  friend. 

On '^e  death  of  Frederic,  the  Duke  of  Suabia^ 
hia,son,  succeeded  to  the  .  command  of  the  army, 
which  arrived  before  Acre  wasted  by  disease,  and 
thinned  of  its  bravest"  oSeer0|  who  W  purchased 


wkhtbrirlwesthetieUirbfi  vUcblifld  opened  3fc-» 
pilh  firom  the  Helkflpont  to  ihfi>  Sjmn  fenliBrw 
At  Aeie^  the  Genaans feundevw imm  WBery ikmn. 
in  their  own  infected  camp.  FaBune  and  paafcikneD 
adll  reigned  dominant  bekire  ita  impr^gnablfi  ^fafl»; 
and  had  it  not  been  ibat  senpenl  naftixea.  of  Bsarnen 
and  Lubecky  viho  cfaaneed  to  aoiise  -fcyaea,  itook 
Qompassioh  on  tbetr  eountrymeny  and  conatmeted  tt- 
a{mcioii8  tent  fopr  tiie  aocomraodation  of  andi  of  tfae«& 
aa  were  anffenng  from  diieaaey  the  waaery  of  ikmr 
Cfindition  would  have  been  avgineattedy  ratii^'  -^tlian 
n^ved^  by  their  jnnctkm  with  the  foaaKgix^  hoM. 
Thia  tenty  constructed  of  the  adfla  ef  the-dbamwhklk 
had  Inroi^ht  thebenevokfit  Brewmera  and  Lohodc^ 
VA  to  the  Syrian  shoce^  waa  die  cradle  of  the*  TttSr 
tonic  order,  which  was  entirely  oonfiaed  to  the  Ger-i 
sian  na^ona.  By  a  bnU  of  Pc^  Odeatine  the  Thnd, 
dated  the  23d  of  Febfuary  li92»  the  new  Order  was 
mtmcted  to  frame,  its  statutes  after  ihoae  «f  the  Hoa- 
plaOers  dTSamt  John,  iuaa  bras  related  to  thesar- 
"ece  of  the  poor  and  sick ;  and  after  those  of  die  Tbm- 
dbEB>  on  snqh  points  aa  related  to  mflitary  disc^iline. 
It  took  the  title  of  the  Order  of  the  TeutentcKni^hta 
of  Saint  Mary  of  Jemaalem;  and  dieir  ^Boai  waa'-a 
white  niantle,  beam^  aUackcrosa  embroUaredwttk 
gold.* 

Nearly  two)}Eeais  had  elapsed  since  ike  inreakMnt 
of  Acre  by  Lusignan,  and  still  the  place  h^  cmt 
atotttly ;  when  FhiH^  of  France,  who»  along  wWi 
t)be  l6ng  of  £nglaRd9.had  beoi  detained  at  MeoMia 
much  longer  than  they  originally  eofntemplated,  *by. 
private  jars,  inconse^nent  to  this  narrative, .  appmted 
VI  the  broad  hdj  adueh  ^leada.  between  the  ertyi  and 


tUHTD  OA^MDMASXEK. 

p  baaa  of  Mount  Cunnel,  with  *  nid 

)>1 ).     HiM  arrivnl  iniiiW  new  lifo  inl^U 
___  cm  tlie  engines  which  liu 

Bto  bo  conMi^u'ted  effecting  a  large  bruiu.-Ii  in  t] 

,  the  wllole  aitiiy  ■jo^tIj'  dimionilal  t( 
l^tfae  a«aulU     Philip,   h«wtrver,  either  i» 
t  ihe  Ktiig  (if  EnelBiul,  whrnw  Hag  lie  dnilj  i 
'    J  to  seo  on  the  noriion,  «liuul(l  Iw  [lir;irivMl  1 

D  of  the  renown  likoly  to  arise  from  the  c 
t  of  HI  imponant  a  ptote,  or  awn 
I  not  to  vduilate  too  much  o 
l«ia^^l  witli  which  hia  prcwnefi  had  itisuinj 
r  i  :  '!  )>utlaIior]£  that  now  sfaouliMl  ^ 
i-rnr  lo  postpone  the  cnterjitf 
lilt-  Englixli  mniurch. 
'  .  .1  I  ii^land'nTiiyngewaslea 
III'  hiK  roy.'U  all^.  Several  of  his  NhipH  li. 
rked  on  the  coast  of  Cypra*,  tli«it  crows 
i  vnth  great  cruelty  bj-  tiw  i  j-tanl  of  thut  i* 
>,l)y  hiHittotber'sMd^  wsjiuf  liie  Imperial  faoiuc^ 
DHMni  I  Niid  it  vrM  nut  conmnftnt.  with  the  A 
pi  uf  Richani)  til  aQow  neh  on  (lutracc  on  hiH  fnR( 

unpiinidiffd.     tli'ing  dcnir-c  the  fatiifncti^ 


lo  Acre,  wJierc  ihr  f'ltlicr 
citly  ul'  the  Huiijiitdlcrij,  a: 
t>  iu  tbKi  lortretM  uf  Marm,  wUib  the  da%-lji 
•  utiobMl  to  (li«  mite  of  Queen  ItoreugMio,  f 
nil's  ooniioTt,  and  Jan*  t'l'  Eo^' 

•*** 


three  hundred  thoiisand  livres,  as  aplaoe  ioo.tmoott  to 
become,  an  appanage  of  his  own  crown ;  but  the.  Red 
Cross  Kjiights  were  never  able  to  reduce  the.  island  ta 
subjection^  and  ultimately  restored  it  to  the  oonqotroe* 
Richard  entered  the  Christian  canq>  before.  Acre,  on 
ihe  8th  of  June  1191.  Prior  to  his  andval,  the 
garrison  had  completely  repaired  the  breaches  madft 
in  the  wall  by  the  engines  of  the  French  King ;  and 
it  waa  chiefly  owing  to  the  indomitable  valour,  of  tha 
English  monarch,  and  the  intrepidity  of  the-wvpois 
who  served  under  his  banner,  that  the  city  was  ulti- 
mately taken.  Wherevo:  .a  perilous,  service  was  to 
be  performed,  the  war-cry  of  Saint  George  for  £Qg«> 
land  resounded^  and  the  crest  of  the  Lion-hearted 
King  constantly  led  the  battle.  Even,  those  moie 
polijHied  knights  who  disliked  the  rough  honesty  of 
his  port  and  speech,  could  not  withhold  their  adnuia*' 
tion  of  his  fearless  bravery.  His  example  inrair- 
ed  the  whole  army  with  a  generous  emulation  in  uata 
of  arms.  The  three  military  Orders,  ia  particular,  were 
smitten  with  a  noble  envy  of  his  valour,  and  rividied 
each  other  in  their  exertions  to  be  foremost  in  evny 
assault.  The  Templars,  on  one  occasion,  lost  dieb 
Grandmaster ;  and  of  the  HocpitaUers,  so  many  persb^ 
ed  in  their  incessant  conflicts  with  the  egemy,  Aat^lm 
Order  would  have  been  extinguished  but  for  the 
crowds  of  young  aspirants  for  renown  and  martiyidam 
who  were  constantly  arriving  from  Eurc^,  and  wha 
generally  gave  a  pre&rence  to  the  banner  of  Sant 
John.  **  Never, "  says  Gibbon,  ''  did  the  flame- of 
enthusiasm  bum  with  fiercer  and  more  deptnictifvi' 
r^e ;  nor  could  the  true  believers,  a  common  ap- 
pellation, who  consecrated  their  own  martyrs,  refuse 
some  atqplause  to  the  mistaken,  zeal.  and.  comtm  of. 
their  aaversaries. "  v  n    , 
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' :  JbdoouB  aft  were  the  duties  of  the  besiegers,  and 
uieted  as  was  the  bond  that  united  them  in  the  war- 
fiire  they  were  •  waging,  they  yet  found  leisure  for 
mean  jealousy  and  uncharitable  strife.  Guy  de  Lu- 
signan,  and  Conrad  of  Tyre,  renewed  their  old  con^ 
tentions ;  and  divisions  iso  broke  out  between  the 
Brench  and  English  forces,  in  which  their  Kings 
ireie. deeply  implicated.  Richard  of  England  and 
^8  Hospitallers  &ded  widi  Ludlgnan,  while  Philip 
Aognstufi  and  the  T^nplars  gave  their  voice  in  &- 
voar  of  the  Prince  of  Tyre,  it  required  all  ^e  ii>i» 
flae&ee  of  clerical  authonty  to  suppress  the  disorders 
in  which  diis  &tal  ^spute  threatened  to  terminate ; 
bat  at  lenglii  both  parties  were  mollified  by  a  sort  of 
compromise,  by  whidi  it  was  agreed  l^t  Lusignan 
should  retain  the  tide  of  King  of  Jerusalem  during 
liis  li&,  and  that  afterwards  the.  Prince  of  Tyre,  in 
ri^  of  his  consort,  shodid  succeed  to  the  crown. 
That  distinction,  hovirever,  Conrad  did  not  live  to 
enjoy.  Havkig  sometime  afterwards  (1191),  Med 
tx>.redvess  an  injury  which  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mouiv 
taifi  soQceived  some  of  his  subjects  had  sostaineid. 
fima  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre,  two  assassins,  depitf^H 
by  itfiorinexorable  master,  stabbed  the  unfoftaiate* 
police  to  the  heart,  and,  though  Aey  were  ili^ed  alive 
fee  the  crime,  died  glorying  in#its  a^eomplishment.' 
The  enemies  of  Cceur-de-'LioQ^Bd  not  scruple  to' 
chaige.him  witb  having  instigstad  this  foul  murder;- 
bat  a:  soldier  sa  £:ee  aad  ftailess  in  the  use  of  his^ 
laooB,  would  scarce^  Iwve  descended  to  whet  a-  rdf*-* 
fian^s  dagger.  * 
pern  fafasMhss  hainng  been  made  in  the  ramparts, . 

,;|Bov^^deji,«todJeifirf7afVmesaiifsItiii.  of  Rich.  iaGalnV 
Cog.  Hiftt  vol  2. 
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by  the  (enormous  rams  and  oAer  ^nffuQ^^^lMi  Ae 
.Christians  brought  against  thera^  Ibe  JwMeih^  jMfllg 
their  outworks  taken,  their  towers  in  mbs)  and  iht 
fihwsixj  of  Europe  with  the  redoubted  CcsurHti^iion 
iit  its  head,  ready  to  spring  sword  in  havd  l^n  thear 
.battlsmentsi  consulted  tp  a  caftttidation.  The  gatw 
.rison  were  dedared  yns^men  of  waxv  ^A  Ae  ijiftiai 
of  being  exchanged  for  the  Clmstian  captives  wfaata 
^alacHn  held  in  duran^se^  and  the^  wood  itf  the  Hdlj 
prpss;  an4  on  the  Idth  c^- July  1191^  ^  Mbr 
^d  of  redeniptic^  pncfi  more  floated-.  Qvef  Ftob»> 
inais.  The  coi^ques^  hpwev^,  waa  dandy  peM^ae? 
ed;  for  it  is  compiled  thai  m^s  than- one. huiidred 
tl^ousand  Christians  peHahed  before  the  widl&*  Die 
Hospitailers  soon  after  made,  it  their  principal  resi* 
de^ce,  which,  sii^ce  tho  fidl'of  Jerusalem»  had  been 
l^edat  Maigat;  and  about  &e  aime  period  ihmr 
Grandmaster,  Ermengard  iDsfia,  tennkiated  tran^uiKy 
fin  illustrious  life. 

God^  de  Puisson,  m  aged  kn^itf ,  wis  diosoi 
iiis  aoocesBor,  in  a  Adl  chapter  (Jtl^f)*  f  '^^  •kyw 
progress  of  the  Christian  arms  before  Acfe>  and  ihe 
faift  saqi^  of  life  at  which  the*  oonqnest  .wii8«ehiev- 
e4i  hful  subdu^  the  enthusiaaiit  of  the  crusadtet; 
^4  fifter  the  capitnlatipn  many  of  them  showed  .a  dfr- 
sided  disinclination  tf  resume  th?ir  hamcfla^  Tkeaa 
jftpOf  nearly  all  of  whom.  Fare  volnnteers^  qiriltad'tiKe 
army  in  ban^s  whenever  a  &vqwiiMo  0{^>artunity  of 
ret^uningto  Eiirppe  presented  itsdf ;  and  even  FiS&p 
AngqatMSf  fhiQUI^  a.bmy*a^iaee,weaiyof8ae>ifieiiig 

ViUiam  Earl  of  Ferrersy  Robert  Scrope  of  Barton,  and  the  )a^g^ 
Bauy  Pigot,  Walter  Scrope,  Mowbray,  TaSbotf  Mandevil  tfid 
Saint  3<Am,^-~Duffdale^»  JBaroneta^ 


iixtu  uHUcmn'tiKB. 


i^  GODFREY  ]>£  nmBBa^f 

on,  they  w/eire  relieved,  during  it»  coiitintlfmoe»  ^^Grate 
the  presoice  of  the  Sultan's  standard,  and  tb^  poiy 
tentous  sound  of  Ma  bnucen  drums. 

In  the  following  spring,  the  Christians,  under  the 
guidance  of  the  banner  of  England,  again  took  the  fi^d» 
and,  to  Saladin's  great  consternation,  advanced  withiv 
a.  day's  march  of  Jerusalem,  in  which  place  he  had 
fixed  his  abode.  No  adequate  means  of  defence  being 
in  his  power,  the  Moslems  must  have  suirendered  th^ 
city  to  the  Franks,  had  not  one  of  those  incoai|Nrebeii<^ 
sible  panics  which  frequently  strike  multitudes,  spread, 
t^irough  the  Christian  ranks,  and  hiuried  the  cru4>dois 
back  to  the  coast.    The  Duke  of  Burgundy  is  charged 
by  Joinville,  his  countryman,  with  having,  from  mot> 
tives  of  envy,  brought  about  this  retreat.     Qthnr 
writers  *  ascribe  it  to  the  advice  of  the*  military  ov^ 
ders,  who  dissuaded  the  King  from  the  enterpria^ 
on  the  argument,  that  not  only  would  they -have-  to- 
fight  the  Turks  at  a  disadvantage,  but  that  Uie  greater 
part  of  the  crusaders  would  desert  the  holy  standu^  aft 
soon  as  the  sepulchre  was  recovered,  and  their  pilgri* 
m^e  at  an  end.     Richard,  however,  regarded  it  aa 
a  foul  stain  on  his  renown;  and,  as  he  watcbod- 
from.  an  eminence  the  recreant  squadrons  file;'  aea^ 
ward  past  him,  is  said  to  have  covered  his  &oe,  'and- 
exclaimed  vrith  indignation,  "  Those  who  ate  uon 
willing  to  rescue,  are  unworthy  to  view  the  sepukbiti' 
of  Christ  I" 

This  was.  the  last  memorable  effort  of  Planted 
fienet  to  restore  the  declining  fortunes  of  ihe 
christians  in  Palestine.  A  languid  and  tedioos 
gotiation  commenced  between  him  and  Sakdin,  whiidi^ 
end^  in  a  truce  vrith  the  Moslems  for  three  yean*. 


*  Vinesaal 
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fjilBe  months,  three  weeks,  and  three  days.  It  was 
6tipiiiated  in  the  treaty,  that  Jerusalem  and  the  holy 
sepulchre  should  be  open,  without  tribute  or  annoy- 
aoice,  to  the  Latin  Chnstians ;  that  they  should  pos- 
sess the  sea-coast  from  Jaffii  to  Tyre ;  and  that  the 
Counts  of  Tripoli  and  Antioch  should  be  included 
in  the  armistice.  .  At  the  same  time,  he  prevailed  on 
€hiy  de  Lusignan  to  marry  the  Princess  of  Cyprus^ 
«f  whom  .  Richard  himself  was-  suspected  to  have 
been  enamonred,  and  gave  her  back  that  island  aa 
htr  dowry,  which,  for  three  centuries  afterwards,  Lu- 
idgiian's  heirs  enjoyed.  Another  stroke  of  policy 
^ras  the  luritHi  of  Henry,  Count  of  Champagne,  the 
King's  nephew,  and  devotedly  attached  to  his  inte- 
rests, with  Isabella,  the  widow  of  Conrad  of  Tyre, 
in  right  of  whom  he  assumed  the  now  lustreless  and 
dnmy  crown  which  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  had  won. 
This  done,  Coeur-de-Lion  embarked  for  the  West, 
to  be  stripped  of  his  mail  in  an  Austrian  prison, 
and  afterwards  to  lay  his  head  in  a  premature  grave ; 
and  scarcely  had  he  left  the  Syrian  shore,  when  Sa- 
kdin,  the  noblest  of  his  enemies,  also  terminated 
his  glorious  life.  He  closed  his  career  at  Damas- 
eits^  ^e  fiurest  of  his  capitals,  on  the  iSth  of  March 
1193  ;  and,  as  he  had  lived  a  hero,  so,  if  his  &ith 
he  not  taken  in  judgment  against  him,  did  he  die  a 
xig^i^ous  death.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  his  life 
was,  to  order  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  be  given 
to^die  poor  of  Damascus,  without  regard  to  creed; 
and,  when  he  felt  his  end  approaching,  an  officer,  in 
compliance  with  his  orders,  tore  down  his  war-pen- 
ndn,  and  hnng  up  his  shroud  in  its  stead,  proclaim- 
ings to  the  populace  as  he  did  so,  that  in  that  melan- 
dioly  garment  they  beheld  all  that  the  conqueror  of 
the  East  could  carry  with  him  to  the  tomb.     It  has 
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Iwen  well  said' of  Sdkdin,  dat  in  lineage  alond  wa^ 
he  a  barbarian.  Bwve,  dement^  tolenutt  and  bouA^ 
•ti&l,  there  ezistB  not  in  the  proad  list  of  Chrisliail 
•kaighta  who  were  oppoeed.to  him,  a  name  than 
flhinea  more  reaplendently ;  nor  do  we  find^  in  the 
whole  history  of  European,  chivalry,  the  memory  of 
^  wamor  haliowed:by  more  ilittatrious  deeds*.  ^ 

•  Bolttd»^niia.  of  bit  liifeof  Saltdia,  by  Hurrii. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Tke  FomrA  Cruaaek'-^liifforom  AdmmUiraHon  iff  the 
GrandmoMUr  JUpibomm  tf  PoHaufok^-'Boitailiu  btimmm 
tke  SiupUalkn  and  Ten^hm^^Tke  Mfik  CrwrnU-^ 
Conquest  of  Zara — Mxpedititm  affaUut  ConetoMtinople^ 
Siege  and  Surrender  of  that  dt^-^-IUvott  and  Ueurpa^ 
Hon  of  MomrxomjU — Reconquat  of^  Ckqrital^JISeetiom 
ef  a  Mtestim  Xmg, 

Ths  deatliLof  SalidbvaskaaledfaydieLatiftClinB^ 
tians  as  a  i|>ecial  irttoymition  of  PravufeiuQe.  mtheir 
hdbiidL  l4ior  to  ins  deat^  Ik  hod  divyed  Ur 
doroiniona  among  iiia  sons;  faut  seaicely  was  he. 
laid  in  dxe  graaro^  «ie  -the  fiott^nial  Ikoiid  thai  htd^ 
unilcd  them  dudng  fab  life  gave  wav,  and  thm* 
wliole  exeitiQiis  weze  disecabed  to '  dei^ii  and  dastiay 
ewjk  o&fiBi  Of  these  dissensuxia^.  Aea  vnck  Add, 
or  Saphadiny  the  .bcoduc  of  Sdbdm,  and  the  Qom-» 
paaioix  of  his  vidonfiBy  apeed^  took  adfanlage. 
Oifertfarown  hy  his  gneater  ciaft  and  stroller  ann^ 
^  were  aU  suecosmly  deprived  f£  the  diaifams 
lifUcfa  thes  &ther  had  bequealhed  them.  Siieh  as 
&I1  into ,  the  hands  of  the  conqnscoE  w«ce  put  to 
death  by  his  orders ;  and  out  of  the  ruins  of  their 
inherkaiMe,  was  «xice  more  consolidated  an-  empire, 
neady  as  magnificent  as  that  which  Saladin's  sword 
had  carred  out. 
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Encouraged  by  these  events,  and  the  fervent  exhor- 
tations of  Pope  Celestine  the  Third,  to  renew  the  war, 
the  Latin  Christians  held  it  useless  longer  to  cherish  . 
the  amicable  relations  which  they  had  maintained  with 
the  Moslems  after  the  expiry  of  the  truce  which  the 
£jng  of  England  had  ratified ;  and  supported  by  a  ^ 
body  of  German  crusaders,  under  Waleran,  brother 
to  Uie  Duke  of  Limburgh,  they  rashly  committed 
some  petty  outrages  on  Saphadm's  frontier.     This  , 
was  followed  by  the  struggle  known  as  the  fourth 
crusade,*  in  which  the  leaders  were  chiefly  GemotaQ,, 
lotdBf  and  among  whom,  as  a  pilgrim,  marched  Mar- 
garet Qa^n  of  Hungary,  sister  of  the  French  King* 
At  one  time,  fortime  &voured  them  so  greatly,  that 
they  cleared  the  whole  sea-coast  of  Palestine  of  the 
Infidels;  but  being  foiled  before  the  lofty  walls 
of  the  fortress  of  Thoion,  and   further  di^irited 
by  the  loss  of  several  chie&,  and  the  news  that  Heiiry 
the  Sixth,  Emperor  of  Crermany,  the  support  ot 
the  crusade,  was  dead,  these  triumphs  proved  of  no 
avaiL     Sapfaadin,  gathering  heart  as  their  valoiir  de-^ 
dined,  stormed  Jaffii,  and  put  twenty  thousand  cru- 
saders, who  had  sought  refuge  there,  to  the  sword 
(1197) ;  and  had  not  firesh  disturbances  broken  out 
in  hid  own  territories,  and,  along  with  the  rumour  of* 
a  new  crusade,  compelled  him  eventually  to  renew 
the  armistice  fot  six  years,  the  Latins  woi:dd'  have, 
run  a  risk  of  being  driven  into  the  sea.     This  new. 
treaty  was  followed  by  the  death  of  the  Count  of 
Champagne,  whb^  rightto  the  crown  of  Jerusalem, 
through  his  consort,  the  Princess  Isabella,  hajs  al- 

*  Hm  emuneratioii  of  Hilbk  adopted  here,  and  adWeil  to' 
in  numbenng  aH  tibe  ndMequent  cniaadea.  Some  writersy  mad' 
Gibbon  among  vthers^  do  not  reckon  tibia  a  distinct  «i:pediti9Q« 
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tesSj  f>een  noticed.     The  death  of  this  Prince  was 
somewhat  tra^caL     He  had  stationed  himself  at  a 
window  of  his  palace  at  Acre,  to  behold  his  trodps 
pMrMbw  liin  in  wmaaw^  wliat  the  bar  oa  which 
he  leant  suddenly  snapt  asunder,  and  be,  w«  itaimi 
to  pieces  in  the  castle  ditch.     Guy  de  Lusigottii 
too,  who  had  retired  to  his  kingdom  of  Cyprus,  h'ad 
a  short  time  before  descended  to  the  grave  ;  and  die 
Latin  grandees,  satisfied  that  they  could  not  main*' 
tain  themselves  long  in  Syria  without  a  monarch  at 
their  head,  arranged  another  union  "for  their  thrice- 
wedded  and  twice-widowed  ^ueen.     The  object  of 
their  choice  was  Amaury  de  Lusignan,  who  had  just 
succeeded  to  the  sovereignty  of  Cyprus  by  his  bro-^ 
ther's  death';  and  Isabella  decidedly  giving  him  the 
preference'  over  Humfrey  of  Thoron,  her  divorced 
Lord,  who  was  still  alive,  and  Who,  from  motives  of 
unbkion,  was  not  indisposed  once  more  to  court  her 
&vdur,  they  were  married  by  the  Patriarch,  and  so- 
lemnly proclaimed  King  and  Queen  of  Jerusalem  and 
Cj'prus.  *     Humfrey  de  Thoron's  case  was  a  hard 
one ;  but  he  bad  not  the  means  of  entering  the  lists 
with  his  powerfrJ  rival ;  and,  in  those  days,  might 
made  right.     Godfrey  de  Duisson,  the  Grandmaster 
of  the  Hospitallers,  was  the  personage  on  whom  the 
completion  6f  this  matrimonial  negotiation  devolv«- 
od ;  taid  scarcely  was  it  ended,  when  he  followed 
Hemy  of  Champagne  to  the  tomb.  '  Vertot  regrets 
that  80  little  is  known  of  his  government ;  and  after 
i^maridng,  that,  for  four  hundred  years,  -  no  kni^t 
of  the  Order  imdertook  to  record  its  achievements, 
oaivebr  ascribes  it  to  their  being  much  more  acCtts^ 
tonaed  to  wield  the  swoid  than  &e  pen. 
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Brothe^rAlphonto  of  Pdrtngal  succeeded  DeEHmott 
m  the  goverameiit  o£  the  Otder  ( 1202).  *  He  is  fiiip« 
MMed  to  have  been  an  iDegkiniale  branch  of  the  tcjd 
fiunily  of  Portugal ;  atiily  dioogh  ^istinguialied  ibr 
pieCy  ind  valot^,  was  of  a  proud  and  imperiovs  di»* 
peekuMu  He  inBtantij  tei  about  id^nniiig  -variow 
dMiaes  whieh  had  crnpt  into  the  oidec;  and  hj  t^ 
peititiaGity  with  whi(£  he  inaisted  en  their  abontiob, 
loet  BHich  of  hie  popularity  among  ^e  kiii^ite.  Yet 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  actuated  by  improper 
motives  in  thia*  rigorous  ^eiciae  of  his  aotMonty; 
One  of  hia  acts  iras  to  cuib  the  pteaiiaiption  of*  the 
aecalar  gentry  who  iovi^  ms  volfuiteers  under  the 
baimer  of  Saint  John,  and  nvho^  beoig  entitled  to 
wear  line  cross  of  the  Oiider  wh3e  semng  in  its 
uska,  abuaed  the  indulgence,  bf  retainii^  it  oil  tfeir 
letum  to  Europe,  thereby  dashing  thema^es.  a^ 
sdong  the  paeleflsed  kni^s.  The  Grandniaster, 
wdsjely  concsiving  that  the  sanctity  of  the  Order  .n^gfat 
be  didkOBonr^d  by  the  pretensions  of  these  sdrai- 
turers,  poevailed  on  the  Chapter  to  pass  a  stairufte,  lint 
they  should  be  regarded  meMly  as  axacSiiries,  naA 
that  the  cross  of  S$iat  John  should  be  wsem  by  them 
only,  when  actually  emi^ed  against  the  Infidek*  m 
the  field;  By  another  act,  he  tried  to  ocrtaittetdH' 
indulgeneea  eaj^ed  by  the  professed  kni^its  ihtm^ 
tfeliies*  Esteeming  their  mode  of  Kfe  too  sumpCuott 
for  warriofHUonk^  devoted  to  the  service  of  CUriat^ 
and  the  jedemption  of  the  land  that  had  witnessed 
his  death, .  he  enjoined  them  to  reduce  their  esta^ 
MisluBente,  and  was  hims^  the  fint  to  set  the  ex* 
aaaplef  .  Their  diet,  hfd>it  and  equipi^,  were  ail 
subjected  to  a.aatvere  scrudny^  and  imderwent  a  m 

*  Boifgeluu-^Baodoia,  CdA  l{«MBt,,plsi»biielKlwiilB  1194. 
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J[  itfana.     Such  of  tlimn  M  inunnur«<l  he  nphrij 
(tor  itiaii  «ffmiiinac^,  aud  canttantieii  ■ 

L-  4}'<rtcm  uf  iluu|iljrJ«  iniititittci]   Ity   Itaymuna 
f  Poll.      Tlw  Clii^trT  ill  which  t' 

as  a  Ktorniy  one,  Bml  r<Wi)ii'lrH   wilix  cui 

Tlic  kjiighti  Rmirid«(l  liini  ihu  tinieti  wua 

Bi^eil — th>t  thu  rigurouit  muile  of  U&  wfiicb  \ 

incumpatililB  villi  tile  lumping  d  lit' 

caotinuiiUy   devolved  on  Uiem. 

i  ordy  onsvFer  iriu  ihe   orbitriuy  rxprfHsioM 

LwiU  Im  (dwyrd;  1  will  hear  no  reply,"     " 

lied  at  hU  UntcliuesH,  aii  old  kiijg}it  i 

a  the  finit  time  a  nupwrior  of  the  Orilcr  h. 
I  lo  dictate  to  its  meinlitni  with  ttic 
■  kiiig.  Thi*  led  tu  winichy  and  reviflt;  t 
mGttudaumtcr,  at  lut,  xeeing  ni«  aiilliority  upaa 
urtnl,  Abdicated  his  dignity,  aiid  r«iir«d  iti  di| 
K  to  hU  imtiv»  L-ouiitry,  wltere  Im  fell  tci  oiie  of  4 
H  conflictK  l»  wtiitli  it  WW  thtn  thakun. 
P«olToi  le  iint,  of  the  loiigun^'  of  Frun 

"  widmMUa-   on    his    nWiraliou.    (ia02]| 
Kpowcand  exactly  thnsc  qiiftlitiut  wiiKh  Algilio: 
H«d :  tliul  is,  he  van  ^liuii,  ri>iuU->.>u.s,  a 
liin  hia  Wuinn^,  and  witliul  Btridceii   tti 

'-DM  wliicli  Beums  tw  liave  luid  as  i 

a  the  mSHigus  of  tJiu  Cluptt^  at  oU  o 
,  ua  il  ha*  at  diis  day  iii  the  ohoicc  of  ui 
ItKifSaiiii  Peter's  Chair.     He  fiioiul  the    i 

if,  ■  rcajiilu  &am  the  tuil§  uf  war,  iii  v 
Bttic  yeara  truce :.  hut  a  Huourge  aearedy  li 
\  tfaoii  die  Hword  waved  iiver  the  hmil,  whfA,  i 
c  of  the  iuiiure  nf  tbe  haiveiit  iii  ^yf 
a  wliidi  PnlextiDd  wm  chiefly  aupjiBed  « * ' 


142  6EOFBOI  ZJE'RAt^y 

was  the  scaicily  in  f^ypt,  that  parents,  in  some'cases,' 
slew  and  eat  tneir  own  children ;  and  hy  the  morta^ 
lity  that  ensued,  the  hanks  of  the  Nile  were  covered 
with  corpses,  in  number  so  great,  says  an  Arabian 
historian,  *  that  *'  God  alone  could  reckon  them !  " 
'  It  is  mentioned  by  James  de  Vitri,  then  Bishop  of 
Acre,  and  by  Matthew  Paris,  another  contraoporary 
historian,  that  never  belbre  had  the  Order  of  Saint 
John  be^i  so  wealthy,  or  its  influence  so  evtensive, 
as  at  this  period.  It  possessed  principalities,  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  both  in  Asia  and  Europe ;  and 
enumerated  i^^ithin  the  bounds  of  Christendom  no 
less!  than  nineteen  thousand  manors, — ^the  term  manor 
being  understood,  in  the  soise  here  used,  to  signify 
the  tillage  of  a  plough  and  two  oxen.  The  Tem- 
plars,- thou^  less  rich,  had  also  vast  possessions; 
and  the  knights  of  both  Orders  exhibited  rather  the 
haughty  port  of  independent  princ^  than  the  meek 
beanng  that  had  distinguished  their  predecessors, 
who  took  no  pride  in  temporal  display,  and  whose 
chief  employment  was  to  protect  die  helpless,  and 
wadb  the  way-worn  pilgrim  s  feet.  The  ancient  jea« 
lousy,  betwe^i  the  two  Orders  had  never  been  tho<* 
rou^y  repressed,  though  they  had,  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time,  lived  on  seemingly  amicable  teims 
with  each  other ;  and  a  trivial  circumstance  was  suf-s 
ficient  to  make  their  rivalry  blaze  out  in  acts  of  out-' 
rage.  In  the  vicinage  of  Margat,  which,  as  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  became  the  principal  stronghold  of 
the  Knights  of  Samt  John,  ^fter  tJieir  ejection  from 
Jerusalem,  stood  another  fortalice,  which  a  cheva^ 
lier,  named  Robert  de  Margat,  held  as  dieir'VBSsdv' 
The  Ten^lars,  havmg  some  ancient  pretenaons  to 
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the  place,  resolved  to  regain  it  by  force,  and  took 
it  by  surorisal.  Tbe  despoiled  feudatory  sought 
re&ge  mth  the  Hospitallers,  his  lords,  who,  inflam- 
ed with  rage,  and  hurried  away  by  pride,  instantly 
sallied  out,  and  retook  the  post  by  escalade.  This 
affair  led  to  a  sort  of  systematic  war&re  between  the 
Orders ;  and  the  rival  knights  rarely  encountered  each 
other,  without  displaying  their  partisanship  in  re^ 
gGhr  oombats.  Each  party,  too,  had  their  secular 
Srietids ;  and  thus  a  civil  strife  was  rapidly  kindled  in 
a  state  where  there  was  no  sovereign  authori^  to 
quench  it.  At  length,  the  Patriarch  and  the  Latin 
Bishops,  startled  at  a  warfare  from  which  the  Infidels 
aloiie  reaped  benefit,  interposed  between  the  dispu- 
tants, and  the  quarrel  was  referred  to  the  Pope. 
Both  Orders  sent  deputies  to  Rome  to  plead  their 
cause;  and  Innocent  the  Third,  the  prelate  who 
then  filled  the  papal  chair,  pronounced  judgment 
with  great  impartiidity.  In  a  preliminary  sentence^ 
that  young  and  ambitious  priest,  in  whom  the  suc- 
cessors of  Saint  Peter  attained  the  full  meridian 
of  their  greatness,  decided  that  both  parties  were 
vvong;  that  the  Hospitallers,  in  the  first  place, 
should  restore  to  the  Templars  the  disputed  forta- 
lice ;  and  that,  afber  the  Templars  had  held  it  for 
the  space  of  a  month,  Robert  of  Margat  shoidd  have 
tide  to  cite  them  before  judges,  to  prove  their 
right  of  possession.  To  obviate  the  hazard  of  a 
partial  judgment,  howev^,  his  Holiness  further 
willed,  ttiat  the  judges  should  be  brought  fi-om  Tri- 
poli and  Antioch,  and  that  the  Templars  should 
have  the  privilege  of  exception  against  all  or  any  of 
them,  with  the  understanding  that  the  verdict  of 
those  elected  should  be  immutable,  and  that  a 
refusal  to  submit  to  it  i^ould  empower  the  Hospi- 
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taUers  to  take  forcible  repo^sesnctai  of  the  conteatdi 
post*  In  the  end,  the  pretensions  of  the  Teii^[daaRi 
were  declared  groundless;  Robert  of  Margat  msa^ 
reinvested  in  his  rights ;  and  the  two  Orders  assumed 
the  semblance  at  least  of  friendly  unity*  * 

Amaury  de  Lusignan,  after  his  marriage  wilh 
Queen  Isabella,  fixed  his  abode  in  Palestine^  leaving 
the  island  of  Cyprus,  which  he  inherited  from  h^ 
brother,  to  the  government  of  a  viceroy ;  but  the 
turbulent  di^osition  of  the  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  desired  a  reunion  with  the  Greek  empire,  vas 
not  to  be  repressed  by  an  underline ;  and  it  waa  made 
evident  to  the  King,  that  unless  he  returned  thero  in 
person,  it  would  soon  pass  from  under  his  sway.  Awwe 
that  the  crown  of  Jerusalem  was  already  robbed  of  its 
jewels,  and  might  speedily  ^p  from  his  brow.  A* 
maury  explained  to  die  Pope  the  agitated  state  of  his 
insular  kingdom,  and  amiounoed  his  intention  of  H* 
.turning  to  it,  in  order  to  re-establish  his  auth(»ity* 
Innocent  was  not  slow  to  discover,  that  the  departure 
of  Amaury  would  accelerate  the  total  desertion  of  the 
Hc4y  Land.  He  knew  the  latent  hatred  that  tlie 
Ho^itallers  and  Templars  cherished  afiainst  eadi 
other ;  and  foresaw  that  a  fierce  struggle  mr  domino 
tion  would  ensue  betwixt  them,  the  moment  the  bok 
that  carried  the  King  to  Cyprus  had  left  the  SfAka 
shore.  Anxious  to  avert  this  calamity,  he  implored 
Amaury  not  to  abandon  to  the  Infidels  the  lenuuns 
of  the  heritage  of  Christ ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  ur* 
gently  entreated  the  princes  of  Antioch  and  Ttipoii, 
and  (be  military  orders,  to  suj^rt  ihe  royal  sv^kh 
rity  wherever  it  might  be  in  danger.    The  Templan, 

*  Vertot  Bdi^eliii  aMtrta,  diat  thii  diqpaie.  jaccarred 
during*>  the  Orandmaatenliip  of  Godfrqr  deSilMQBs  Jtei^ 
does  not  give  his  avthority. 
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jv&o  had  already  made  themselves  odious  to  tlie  Cy- 
piiotSy  do  not  appear  to  have  complied  with  this  in- 
junction ;  but  Amaury,  in  concert  with  the  Grand* 
Blaster  of  the  Hospitallers,  chose  several  knights  from 
that  fraternity,  to  whom  he  intrusted  the  government 
of  the  island,  and  who  passed  over  to  it  with  a  body 
of  tiroops,  capable  of  keeping  the  insurgents  in  sub* 
jectioiu 

While  P^estine  thus  enjoyed  a  precarious  tran* 
quUlityj  and  it  seemed  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the 
headlong  ambition  of  its  Christian  defenders,  or  the 
niKeiless  blades  of  the  unbeHevers,  were  to  render  it 
desolate,  the  trumpet  of  defiance  again  sounded  per* 
teotously  in  the  West.  A  love. of  chivalrous  adven* 
tme  still  lingered  in  Europe ;  and,  roused  by  the  zeal  of 
anoUier  St  Bernard,  namely  Fulk,  priest  of  Neuilly,  a 
great  number  of  princes  and  men  of  renown  assumed 
die  Cross,  and  prepared,  under  the  command  of  Bo* 
ni&cey  Marquis  of  Montferrat,  brother  of  Conrad  of 
lyr^  to  engage  in  a  new  crusade.  Rendered  w^ 
by  the  disasters  ^i^ch  former  expeditions  had  ehcoun* 
kred^  in  their  long  and  toilsome  march  throu^  the 
rust  and  inhospitable  countries  which  they  travers^ 
ia  xeach  the  Holy  Land,  the  Readers  of  this  new  ar* 
'JBoraetit  resolved  to  pass  directly  into  Syria  by  sea. 
•Deputies  were  despatched  to  Venice^  then  the  most 
•ponreiful  of  the  maritime  states,  to  make  offer  of  a 
ftbusideraUe  suin  of  money  fo^r  the  transportation  of 
tko'whole  army  to  Saint  John  d*Acre ;  and  the  fri* 
taoas  Heniy  Dandolp,  who  was  Doge  at  the  tiine> 
a^pptedy  for  ejghty-five  thousand  silver  merles  *  to 
-Cttiy  four  thousand  knights  and  twenty  thousand 

■  ^ 

'^»'T4f2SO^d00  Uvret  modern   FreacSi  money.— iS^isnumdc, 
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foot,  with  their  arms  and  munitions,  to  that  fortress; 
In  accordance  with  this  treaty,  the  Venetians  collect* 
ed  a  mighty  fleet ;  and  that  they  might  not  appear 
merely  in  the  light  of  mercenary  carriers,  but  nave 
some  share  in  the  glory,  and  mayhap  in  the  spoil  that 
was  to  be  won,  they  added  to  the  armament,  oit 
their  own  account.  My  armed  gallies,  filled  with 
fighting  men,  along  with  whom  Dandolo,  though 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  partly  deprived  of  sight  by 
a  wound  received  in  battle,  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  making  the  voyage,  as  Admiral  of  the  Re* 
public.  *  But  the  crusaders  had  pledged  themselves 
to  pay  a  greater  price  for  this  service  than  they  had 
the  ability  to  realize.  They  found  it  altogether  im- 
practicable to  raise  a  larger  sum  than  fifly  thousand 
merks ;  and  the  expedition  was  on  the  point  of  be- 
ing ruined  on  the  eve  of  embarkation,  when  the 
sagacity  of  Dandolo  discovered  a  mode  of  compro- 
mise, which  he  foresaw  would  at  once  advance  his 
country's  interests  and  his  own  glory.  He  proposed 
to  the  crusaders,  that,  before  they  left  the  Adriatic, 
they  should  assist  him  to  reduce  Zara  in  Dalmatian 
an  ancient  appanage  of  the  Republic,  which  had  re- 
nounced its  allegiance,  and  put  itself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  King  of  Hungary.  As  it  was  im- 
possible to  proceed  without  the  assistance  of  Venice, 
and  as  this  enterprise  was  decided  to  be  a  lawfiil  one» 
though  the  inhij)itant8  of  Zara  were  not  exactly  the 
Jund  of  enemies  whom  they  were  pledged  to  combat, 
the  crusaders,  after  some  hesitation,  assented  to  these 
terms,  and  the  fleet  stood  away  for  the  Dalmatian 
coast.  Their  daring  prows  burst  with  little  difficul- 
ty the  chain  or  boom  that  protected  the  haibour ; 

*  Ducange  sur  ViDeluurcknim. 
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and,  after  a  brief  siege  of  five  days,  the  city  sur- 
rendered at  discretion  (November  10,  1202),  and 
was  pillaged,  and  its  fortifications  razed,  in  punish- 
ment of  its  revolt. 

The  Venetians  having  represented  that  the  proper 
season  for  making  the  passage  to  Palestine  had 
elapsed,  the  crusaders  were  compelled  to  sit  down 
quietly  for  the  winter  in  Dalmatia ;  and  unprofitable 
disputes  occupied  them  diuing  the  time  they  were 
detained  in  that  country.  They  were  on  the  point 
of  re-embarking  in  the  following  spring,  when  an  em- 
bassy arrived  &om  Alexius  Comnenus,  a  Greek 
prince,  who  had  been  driven  by  one  of  those  domes- 
tic tragedies  which  so  firequently  discrowned  the  so- 
vereigns of  the  Lower  empire,  to  seek  refuge  with 
his  brother-in-law  Philip  of  Swabia.  The  Greek, 
entreated  them  to  do  him  the  same  service  which 
they  had  done  the  Venetians,  and  put  his  £ither 
lasac  Angelus  in  possession  of  the  imperial  diadem, 
of  which  a  brother,  whom  he  had  redeemed  from 
Turkish  slavery,  had  basely  deprived  him,  along  with 
his  liberty  and  sight.  The  crusaders,  full  of  gene- 
rous enthusiasm,  and  swayed  by  the  promises  of  the 
Duke  of  Swabia  to  succour  the  cause  of  Palestine, 
listened  with  compassion  to  the  prayers  of  the  youth 
who  thus  appeared  before  them,  imploring  their  as- 
sistance against  a  tyrant  and  traitor,  who  had  de- 
throned his  own  brother,  and  kept  him  loaded  with 
fetters  in  a  dungeon.  The  Marquis  of  Montferrat 
and  the  Venetian  admiral,  actuated  by  motives  part- 
ly of  a  private,  and  partly  of  a  political  nature,  warm- 
ly espoused  his  cause ;  and  his  splendid  promises  of 
eventual  recompense  to  the  whole  army,  an^  of  am- 
ple succours  for  the  service  of  the  Holy  Land,  in 
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tbe  event  of  his  &thei^s  xcstontion^  also  wcm  xbj^ 
on  the  Counta  of  Raodersy  Bloisy.and  Saint  Poly  wttfa 
eight  harons  of  Fcaooey  to  givse  their  vote  in  hvtiaat 
of  the  exploit.  Many  warriors,  howevo*,  diatia* 
guished  for  valour  and  piety,  withdrew  from  the 
camp,  under  the  plea,  that  it  became  not  men,  ivho 
had  kfi  their  fiunilies  and  homes  &x  the  rescue  of- the 
Sf^uldire  of  Christ,  to  engage  in  any  other  enteric 
p]|:ise. 

The  treaty  between  the^exiled  prince  and  theXnii 
tin  adventurers  having  been  foimally  ratified,  ^  - 
troops  destined  for  the  expedition  re-embarked,  and. 
&vouring  winds  soon  wafted  the  fleet  to  the  walls  of- 
Const^tinople.  The  voyage  is  described  as  a  tri* 
UQotphal  pageant*  ^^  The  shields  of  the  knigfate  sad 
squires,  '  says  Gibbon,  quoting  Jeffirey  oi  Yillefaan* 
douin,  marechal  of  Ghampi^e,  an  eyewitness  aadlhg 
historian,  of  the  enterprise^  *  "  at  once  an  omameitfe 
and  defence,  were  arranged  on  either  side  of  the 
ships ;  the  banners  of  the  nations  and  families  were 
dispjaved  irom  the  stem.;  our  modem  arriUery  waa' 
supph^d  by  three  hundred  engines  for  casting  stonsa 
and  darts  ;  the  fatigues  of  the  way  were  cheesed  wath 
the  sound  of  music ;  and  the  spirits,  of  the  advent 
turers  wiere  raised  by  the  mutual  assurance,  that  for- 
ty thousand  Christian,  heroes  were  equal  to  the;  coup* 
quest  of  the  world. "  After  one  or  two  bloodfeaa 
de$cents  on  the  Grecian  shore»  the  voyi^en  entered' 
the  Hellespont ;  and  so  mighty  was  their  fleet,  that^e. 
whole  waters  of  that  memorable  strait  wese  dad^ent' 
ed  with  innumerable  sails.  Holding  onward  thxougii 
the  Ftppontis,   th^  ran  dose  under  the  walls. oC 

.  *  Hist,  he  1|.  Pi^  ds  Cop^aa^f le.jpfur  1^  Fjci|]^a|f^  f*i(» 
Venetiens. 
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their  hands. "  ♦  The  Greeks,  struck  with.terror,at 
their  martial  presence,  fled  within  the  walls  without 
waiting  their  onset,  and  the  city  was  regularly  in- 
vested. ^  Several  attacks  were  made  both  by  Bea 
and  land,  and  the  leaders  vied  with  each  other  in 
deeds  of  valour.  While  the  French  lords,  at  the 
head  of  their  knights,  made  breaches  in  the  rampart^ 
and  sought  to  enter  by  escalade ;  the  venerable  Doge^ 
stationed,  in  complete  armour  on  the  prow  of  his 
galley,  and  with  the  great  standard  of  Saint  Mark 
flapping  over  him,  ran  his  flotilla  into  the  harbour, 
and  for  a  time,  the  Gonfalon  of  the  Republic  was 
fixed  on  the  rampart,  and  would  have  been  perma- 
nently planted  there,  had  not  the  peril  to  which  his 
confederates  were  exposed  on  the  land  side  compell* 
ed  him  to  relinquish  his  advantage.  Impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  it  was  vain  to  bid  defiance  to  so 
dauntless  a  host,  the  usurper,  incapable  of  persever- 
ing in  a  bold  resistance,  cast  away  his  imperial  trap- 
pings, and,  collecting  some  treasure,  had  himself  rowed 
through  the  3osphoru8  by  night,  and  fled  to  an -ob- 
scure harbour  in  Thrace.  His  fli^t  was  the  signal 
of  revolt  to  the  weak  slaves  who  had  obeyed  him* 
Isaac  Angelus  was  brought  from  his  duingeonlto  rer 
aSoend  the  throne ;  the  gates  of  the  city  were  thrown 
open  to  the  crusaders  as  friends ;  and  the  Prince  A- 
lexius  was  solemnly  crowned  with  his  sightless  parent 
under  the  dome  of  Saint  Sophia,  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust 1203. 

Alexius  soon  found  that  promises  were  more  easi- 
ly made  than  kept,,  and  that  he  had  incurred  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  Latin  commanders,  which  ho 
could  not  attempt  to  liquidate.    Insecure  in  his  new 
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dignity,  and  anxious  to  postpone  the  day  of  reckon- 
ing, he  prevailed  on  them  to  delay  their  departure  a 
whole  year,  during  which  interval,  a  part  of  the  army 
assisted  to  establish  his  authority  in  the  provinces, 
and  overawe  his  fugitive  uncle.  His  constant  inter- 
course and  great  £imiliarity  with  the  Latins,  gradu- 
al begot  suspicion  and  discontent  among  his  own 
subjects ;  whue,  on  the  other  hand,  the  crusaders 
came  to  regard  him  as  an  ingrate,  who  had  no  in- 
clination to  fulfil  the  solemn'stipulations  he  had  made 
to  them«  Feeble  and  fluctuating  in  his  conduct,  he 
lost  the  confidence  of  both  parties ;  and  at  length 
the  Latiii  chiefe,  disgusted  ^nth  his  shuffling,  sternly 
demanded  whether  his  choice  were  peace  or  war. 
This  haughty  message  was  carried  to  him  by  three 
French  knights  and  three  Venetian  deputies,  who,' 
mounted  on  their  battle-chargers,  dashed  boldly  into 
the  city,  and,  passing  through  the  angry  multitude 
that  thronged  the  streets,  entered  with  dauntless 
port  the  palace  and  presence  of  the  Greek  monarch. 
This  exploit, '  though  it  was  accomplished  with- 
out bloodshed,  was  a  virtual  renewal  of  the  war. 
The  Greeks,  indignant  at  the  humiliation  which  it 
inferred,  denoiuiced  the  Angeli  as  a  base  and  spuri- 
ous race,  and  clamorously  demanded  a  more  wor- 
thy sovereign.  Tumult  reigned  in  every  comer  of 
the  capital,  and,  headed  by  a  prince  of  the  imperial 
house  of  Ducas,'*  nick-named  Mowzoufie,  on  ac- 
count of  his  black  and  shaggy  eyebrows,  the  popu- 
lace at  length  proceeded  to  acts  of  open  rebellion. 
At  midnight,  Mourzoufle,  who  had  the  art  to  retail 
the  confidence  of  Alexius,  while  he  inflamed  the  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  of  the  Greeks,  rushed  into  the 

• 
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bed-chamber  of  his  sovereigny  and  called  v^n  lm% 
\o  fly  and  save  his  hfe.  Alexius,  suddenly  rpuse^ 
from  slumber,  and  believing  that  the  multitude  thirsi? 
bag  for  his  blood,  already  longed  the  courts  of  htt 
palace,  cast  himself  at  once  on  the  guidance  of  the 
alarmist,  and  rushed  with  him  down  a  private  staii^* 
case.  That  staircase  terminated  in  a  dungeon ;  aad 
there,  strij^d  and  loaded  with  chains,  afier  sever^ 
days  imprisonment,  during  which  repeated  attemp|» 
were  made  to  poison  him,  his  kidnapper  s^an^CN^ 
him  with  his  own  hands.  Isaac  his  either,  crushed 
to  the  earth  with  years  and  griei^  soon  followed  him 
to.  the  grave  ;  and  Mourzoufle,  clad  in  the  eagle-eoch 
broidered  buskins,  which  indicated  his  assumption  of 
the  imperial  dignity,  presented  himself  to  the  peopl^ 
and  was  declared  emperpr  by  their  acclaim. 
.  The  I^ins  no  sooner  learned  the  untimely  death 
of  Alexius,  than  tl^ey  forgot  their  groimds  of  com- 
plaint against  him>  and  gave  bold  defiance  to  his  ash 
sassin.  Huiried  away  by  that  headlong  ardour  which 
^cttoated  them  on  every  occasion,  they  once  more  b^ 
leagured  the  city,  and,  contemning  the  slow  prpgrefia 
of  a  r^[ular  siege^  attempted  to  carry  it  by  .escpib^f. 
B^  Mourzoufle,  though  sprmig  from  the  bloodicif 
Angelus  and  Ducas,  had  none  of  the  effenunihqr 
that  had  so  long  been  associated  mth  these  impepal 
lines.  Armed  with  an  iron  mace,  and  bearing  himself 
bke  a  warrior,  he  ipade  a  vigorous  resistance;,  and  in 
a  nocturnal  sally,  in  which  he  was  repulsed,  he  le^ 
his  buckler  and  standard  on  the  field  of  batllp. 
[pearly  three  months  ehipsed  heiore  the  Latins  ;D(iade 
ijieir  final  assault.  At  the  end  of  that  tipie,  the 
apMilants,  amid  a  deadly  shower  of  darta^  sliones  ai^d 
6»f  stormed  the  walls  simultaneoudy,  at  more  tfaji^i 
4  hundred  different  pointa^     Tmc^  they .  j»^9ni<^ 
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Jlliy  tp  rctga  wns  cite  qltdc  of  liia  amhition,  hi-  n 

pill  ihi-  (lu^nlinn  gift.     Next  in  fa?imr  with  C 

ii.    ^1  Liijiiis  of  Montfciriiit;  and  i 

'■■•■  dcscondnl,  liad  nul  the  Dog 
" '.  wluL-h  formad  no  rtmarkable^ 
I   '.liT,   thrnwii  hi»  influenco 
1:11  .  and  Baldwin,  Count  of  I'la 
,  bj-  the 
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tinople.  That  the  Marquis  of  Montferrat,  hcfwrnetf 
might  not  go  without  his  reward,  he  was  assigned 
the  island  of  Candia,  and  the  country  beyond  the 
Bosphorus  ;  but  he  subsequently  sold  the  former  to 
the  Venetians,  andexchangedthe  latter  for  the  provipot 
and  title  of  King  of  Thessalonica  or  Macedonia ;  Dan- 
dcdo  was  nominated  Despot  of  Romania,  and  soon  after 
tenninated  his  long  and  glorious  life  ;  the  Venetians 
obtained  the  sovereignty  of  most  of  the  islands  <^  thQ 
Archipelago ;  Jefirey  of  Villehardouin  was  prodaimr 
ed  Marshu  of  Romania,  with  a  Mr  possession  be- 
yond  the  Hebrus ;  and,  in  short,  the  subjugated 
Greeks  beheld,  in  every  dependency,  a  Latin  baro^ 
at  the  head  of  a  band  of  knights  and  archers,  settle 
himself  as  their  feudal  lord. 

While  the  Latins  remained  united  at  Constant!* 
nople,  the  renown  which  they  had  acquired  by  its 
subjugation,  and  the  terror  of  their  arms,  kept  the 
Greeks  in  silent  subjection  ;•  but  no  sooner  were  thej 
scattered  fax  and  wide  over  the  captive  land,  ihsak 
murinm^  and  conspiracies  began  to  distract  it.  Bald- 
win, no  longer  surrounded  by  his  companicxifl  in 
g^ory,  £slt  his  throne  totter  under  him  before  a  year 
had  waned ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  contributing  to  its 
stability,  he  sent  a  pressing  entreaty  to  the  Hospi* 
tallers  of  Saint  John,  to  form  a  settlement  in  his 
empire.  In  accordance  with  this  invitation,  a  great 
number  of  knights  repaired  to  Constantinc^ile,  and 
were  put  in  possession  of  two  establishmente  in  that 
capital,  tog^her  with  extensive  estates  in  the  pro«> 
vinces.  It  is  mentioned  by  a  contemporary  bisto-* 
rian,  *  that  Matthieu  de  Montmorency,  one  of  tho 
leaders. of  the  crusade,  dying  in  this  memorable  ca^*^ 

« 

*  ViUehaidouin* 
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peditibn,  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Saiiit  Johii  of 
the  Hospital  of  Jerusaiem.  At  this  period  there 
was  not  a  potentate  in  Christendom  who  had  nol 
some  HospitaDers  in  his  council.  At  Florence, 
PLsa,  and  Verona,  they  had  magnificent  hospitals, 
and  churches;  and  the  nuns  of  the  Order  were 
esteemed  as  perfect  models  of  Christian  virtue.  It 
is  told  of  one  of  these  pious  and  charitable  ladies, 
the  blessed  sister  Ubaldina  of  Pisa,  that  she  was  the 
modier  of  the  poor,  the  restorer  of  the  sick,  the  com- 
forter of  the  stricken-hearted ;  and,  in  short,  that 
there  was  no  kind  of  misery  for  which  she  had  not  a 
remedy  or  consolation.  Those  moments  she  could 
spare  from  her  duties  of  mercy,  were  spent  before 
the  cross,  and  in  continual  meditation  on  death; 
and'  so  cruelly  did  she  mortify  her  body,  that  her 
biographers  do  not  scruple  Xo  assign  her,  on  that  ao-' 
count,  equal  glory  with  the  knights  her  brethren, 
who  suffered  martyrdom  in  captivity,  and  oh  the 
field  of  battle. 

It  belongs  not  to  our  narrative  to  follow  closely 
the  history  of  the  Latin  Kings  of  Constantinople. 
In  the  short  space  of  two  years  from  the  surrender 
of  that  city,  the  Greeks,  aided  by  Calo-John,  chief 
of  Bulgaria,  recovered  their  freedom  in  the  pro- 
^Qces,  and  captured  the  Latin  Emperor  himself  in 
battle.  Baldwin  died  in  captivity,  and  was  succeed- 
ed by  his  brother  Henry,  a  valiant  knight  and  skilful 
eommander,  in  whose  reign  the  Latins,  in  a  great 
measure,  regained  the  dominion  they  had  lost  un- 
der his  more  reckless  and  impetuous  predecessor. 
Whh  these  two  Emperors  tlie  male  line  of  the 
Cotmts  of  Flanders  ended ;  and,  in  right  of  their 
sister,  Violante,  who  had  married  Peter  de  Courte- 
nay,  a  French  prince,  that  lord  was  recognised  as 
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their  legitimate  representative ;  but,  in  attempting  to 
pass  through  Epirus,  he  was  arrested  by  the  de^nst 
of  that  country,  a  Greek  of  the  &m^y  of  Comnem, 
and  died  in  bondage.  His  eldest  son  having  re- 
jected the  Imperial  diadem,  it  descended  on  his  se- 
cond son  Robert,  under  whom  the  empire,  g«««iVd 
on  all  sides  by  the  Greeks  of  Nice  and  Epims,  and 
bereft  of  the  support  of  the  remnant  of  the  original 
oooquerors,  who  all  perished  in  a  disastrous  b^de, 
fiell  rapidly  into  ruin*  Robert,  chased  from  his  ca^ 
pital  by  a  partial  insurrection,  dosed  his  life  in  Itdy, 
whither  he  had  fled  to  inmlore  the  Pope  to  hmi  bos 
blunders  against  his  rebeUious  people ;  and  his  death 
led  to  the  crown  of  Constantinople  being  placed  on 
the  head  of  a  Christian  knight,  who  had  previouify 
worn  that  of  Jerusalem.  But  be&re  noticing  this 
eyent,  it  is  necessary  to^/esnme  the  main  thread  of 
our  nairatiTe,  fiom  which,  for  the  sake  of  per^icip 
ffityy  it  was  requisite  thus  &r  to  digren. 


/ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

tfokn  de  ^rienne  nominated  King  of  Jemstdem — Ttie  Sixth 

Crusatie —  UnstabU  Conduct  of  Andrew,  King  of  Hm^ 

gttry-^JSxpedition  to  JSgyp^^  Conquest  of  Damiettti^^ 

'  Cn^ttdation  of  the  Christian  Army-— Expedition  of  ths 

JEmperor  JFrederie  the  Second-^ohn  de  JBrienne  called  to 

the  Throne  of  Constantinople. 

In  1206,  two  years  after  the  conquest  of  Constant 
tinople  by  the  chivalry  of  the  West,  Amauiy  de  Lu- 
signan.  King,  of  Cyprus  and  Jerusalem,  died,  and 
was  speedily  followedjto  the  grave  by  his  consort 
Isabella,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  On  their  death, 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  Isabella  and  Conrad  of  Tyrfe, 
succeeded  to  the  crown  of  Jerusalem,  while  that  of 
Cyprus  devolved  on  Hugh  de  Lusighan,  son  of 
Amaury  by  bis  £rst  wife.  The  Christians  of  Pales^ 
tine,  again  destitute  of  a  king,  and  aware  that  none 
but  a  prince  of  ability  and  renown  could  repress  in- 
testine discord  and  foreign  aggression,  sent  an  em^ 
bassy  to  Philip  of  France,  supplicating  him  to  name 
a  husband  £br  the  young  Queen  capable  of  defendii^ 
her  inheritance.  It  was  one  of  the  characteristics  (h 
that  chivalrous  age,  to  call  men  from  a  private  sta- 
.tion  to  occi^y  thrones ;  and  .the  French  monarch 
named  John  of  Brienne,  a  knight  of  a  noble  family 
tif  Champagne,  greatly  retiowned  for  his  wisdom  and 
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valour,  and  in  every  way  worthy  of  beiig  nominated 
the  champion  of  the  Holy  Land.     This  wanior^ 
dazzled  by  the  titular  kingdom  which  public  acclaini, 
equally  with  the  judgment  of  Philip  Augustus,  con- 
ferred upon  him,  imdertook,  with  knightly  pride,  the. 
perilous  duties  that  devolved  on  its  monarch.    When 
the  deputies  who  had  been  intrusted  with  the  nego- 
tiation departed  to  •return  to  Palestine,  he  charged 
them  with  the  most  courteous  and  encouraging  as- 
surances to  his  future  consort  and  her  nobles;  add 
these,  magnified  by  the  bearers,  were  received  as- in- 
dubitable evidence  that  all  Christendom  was  arming 
in  their  behalf;  and  that  the  moment  the  annistioe 
with  Saphadin  expired,  .a  new  crusade  would,  deluge 
his  dominions.     Even  that  sagacious  chief  was  de- 
jo^yed  hy  the  voice  of  rumour,  and  not  only  offeteE 
4o  renew  the  truce,  but  consented  to  restore  ten 
towns  or  fortalices  contiguoos  to  the  Latin  frontiei. 
.The  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospitallens  alone  had  the 
^wisdom  to  perceive  that  the  hopes  jof  succours  so  esr 
.tensive  were  Macious^  and  strenaously  recommended 
that  Saphadin's  proposal  ^ould  be  accepted^     Me 
was  supp<xrted  by  the  Master  of  the  Teutonic  Ordef, 
juid  many  of  the  Latia  grandees ;  but  the  Templars, 
who  let  sl^  no.  Q|qK>rtunity  of  opposing  the  Hos^- 
lallers  in  council,  with  their  wonted  pnde  and  cqiir 
iei9p^  of  dangler,  .voted  fi^popen  and  uncompromiaog 
defiance;  and  their  voice  prevailed.     The  Gimtid* 
•master  of  the  Hospitallers  did  not  live  to  see  :thB 
accurady  of  his  inferenee  verified.     He  died  the  sate 
.year  (1208);  and  the  Ooder  /chose  in  his  stead 
Guerinde  Montaigu,  a  ko^bt  of  the  laogoagp  of 
•Auvergne. 

The  utmost  efforts  of  .John  of  Briemie.  &iled  to 
bring  together  more  than  three  hundred  Jkni^ls  .to 


hKDUASTER. 

Iihn  oonpany  Ut  Palewiii* ;  for  th<r  ti 
rWr^l  no  longer  aiitii?itiBl«d  nii!.  t'  '  fr 
nAjitichrist,  and  their  piiHiii  >-M  ■■ 
illw  (tdL-liiie.     Will)  thin  >Mri<! 
By,  die  Latins,  to  llwir  ui]\]« 

w  him  Iwid  at  Aire.     'Utey   lu.il 
TiTu  M  the  heart  (if  n  mi^'blv  ai 
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gne£,  imd,  in  imitation  of  Uiban  the  Second,  1buiii«-^ 
moned  a  general   council  of  the    Princes  of  the^ 
West,  to  conunune  on  the  affairs  of  the  sinkii^ 
state.      A  league   formed  at   this  period   against 
France,  by  Otho  the  Fourth,  Emperor  of  Germany^: 
and  several  other  Ewopean  sovereigns,  suspended  this 
convocation ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  victory  declared 
for  Philip,  on  the  plain  of  Bouvines,  that  it  was  able 
to  assemble.     At  length,  in  1215,  deputies  &om 
almost  every  monarch  in  Christendom,  and  a  prodi- 
gious multitude  of  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  met  at. 
Rome,  and  were  solemnly  instructed  by  his  Holiness 
as  to  the  miserable  debasement  of  the  Christian  king* 
dom  which  the  swords  of  their  Others  had  reared 
over  the  Redeemer's  tomb*     In  an  assembly  so  con-» 
stituted,  such  representations  could  not  fail  to  be 
triumphant.     The  church  of  the  Lateran,  in  which 
the  Council  was  held,  resounded  witli  acclamation^ 
scarcely  less  ardent  than  those  which  burst  from  the 
multitudes,  who  shouted  "  God  wills  it  I "  in  the 
ears  of  Urban,  at  the  memorable  Council  of  Cler* 
mont.     It  was  instantly  decreed,  that  such  crqsaders 
88  chose  to  pass  into  Palestine  by  sea,  should  be 
ready  to  embark  at  Messina  or  Brundusium  on  the- 
1st  of  June  1217,  and  that,  on  the  same  day,  the 
land  armies  should  begin  their  march. 

Though  the  eloquence  of  the  representativtB  01 
Saint  Peter,  and  the  zeal  of  his  deputies,  of  whom 
Robert  de  Courcon,  an  Englishman,  was  the  chie^ 
partially  revived  that  chivalrous  piety  which  had  a* 
chieved  such  wonders  in  former  wars,  the  princes 
who  embarked  in  the  Sixth  Crusade,  among  whom 
were  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second  of  Germany,: 
mho  had  just  succeeded  Otho,  Andrew,  King  oC 
Hungary,  and  the  Dukes  of  Austria  and  Bavaiia« 
did  not  rush  into  the  enterprise  with  the  headlong; 
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Totiaui  of  the  companions  of  Godfrey  of  Botiil- 
ion.  Each  reserved  to  himself  not  only  the  right 
to  fix  the  time  of  his  departure  for  the  Holy  Land, 
hut  ako  the  period  to  which  his  services  should 
fee  extended,  which  was  to  be  regulated  entirely  by 
the  state  of  his  health,  and  the  situation  of  his  King- 
dom. Andrew,  King  of  Hungary,  a  prince  on  whom 
the  mcNikish  historians  lavish  the  epithets  of  pious 
and  magnanimous,  *  was  the  first  leader  who  un* 
iiirled  his  banner.  Joined  by  the  chivalry  of  Austria 
and  Bavaria,  he  embarked  with  his  followers  at  Spi^ 
latro  in  Venetian  vessels,  after  being  strongly  ex*- 
horted  by  Pope  Honorius  the  Third,  who  had  just  suo- 
ceeded  Innocent,  to  undertake  no  enteiprise  against 
the  Infidels  without  the  concurrence  and  support  of 
the  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospitallers — an  exhorta- 
tion which  the  King,  who  avowed  a  high  respect 
for  the  Grandms^er's  valour  and  capacity,  not  only 
pledged  himself  to  keep  in  remembrance,  but  de- 
spatched a  special  invitation  to  that  commander  to 
nieet  him  at  the  Iidand  of  Cyprus,  to  confer  on  the 
^ect  of  affairs,  and  to  give  him  convoy  with  his 
squadron  to  the  Syrian  shore.  The  Grandmaster, 
attended  by  the  principal  officers  of  his  Order,  re- 
paired to  Cyprus  accordingly;  and  after  a  grave  con- 
ference on  the  state  of  the  East,  the  joint  squadrons, 
along  with  that  of  Hugh  de  Lusignan,  King  of  the 
island,  sailed  for  Acre,  where  they  arrived  without 
disaster.  A  domestic  tragedy^  however,  which 
happened  in  Hungary  immediately  subsequent  to 
the  King's  departure,  and  terminated  in  the  as- 
saffiination  of  his  Queen,  filled  his  mind  with  a  dis^ 
^tiiet,  K^ich  even  the  important  and  fipirit-stining 
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dmieah^  had  undpitalkeii  %&  discharge '  for  the  )!((>» 
noUr  of  the  Crqafi,  (^ould  not  conquer.  The  pajao^ 
of  the  King  df, Jerusalem  at  Act^  was  offered  to  'hiai 
.a£i  a  residence ;  but,  weighed  do^m  with  de^oiid^ 
epcy,  he  declined  the  jiiomp  of  rfgal  state,  and^  witll 
ihe  hutnility  of  a  tr^  disciple  of  Christ,  beeame  the 
^uest  c^.  the  Hospitallers,  whose  tinoBtentiltioti3  h^ 
neficence  ffreatly  excited  his  admiration.'  In  their 
company  he  visited  the-  Ibrtalvees  of  Margat*  tod 
.Karec;  .and  a&erwai'ds,  at  his.owi^  special  desiie^ 
.was.ree^ved  into  the  Order  as  A  brother.  On  |h4t 
jocpasioni  he  -gaVe,  iiv  perpetuity  to  the  fi^iteiiiitj^  aH 
Aonuity^of  seven- bundlijed  m&ik»  of  silver,  leviable  <m 
ihe'  sak-wprl^  of  SaJoch  in  Hungary ;  and  as  the  co»- 
'Un^  jeepaidy  to  whicji  the  gamson  of  Kafae  wee 
exposed,  pointed  it  out  as  paltieularly  entitled  to  hie 
i»upport,  it  wes  expressly  stipulated,  diet  sixt^  m^s 
•of  the  gr^  should  .be  regularly  applied  to  iixe  wif* 
x;€^itie»  ,oS  Rayniond  4fi  Pi^a,  governor  of  that 
Jbrtress^  and  his  stacce^ors  in  office.  The  testimony 
?whieh  this  genero«e  ptince  bore  to  fiie  meiit  and 
svinuejs  of  the  Knights  of  Sjsint  Jofa%  is  the-  i^oat 
)ioneurable  to  be  foujid  in  their  annab  ;tM«indeedy  et 
this  .pmod,  though  the  regidations  wiN-e  nio  longflr 
eafbrcedy  ie  9oiDe  instances,  with  thekr  prasClDe  loh 
gour,  these  soldier-monks  i^ipeer  to  havevbeeft<ih 
1^  things  free,  of  reproaeh,  save  in  diose  points,  of 
Jionouf  whk^h  oceaeioneOy  came  to  be  discussed  be* 
tween  them  and  thei^  turbulent  aid  imperioi]»  tvA 
4he  T^npkra  '<  Lodging,''  says  h^.^'in  tlietr 
house,. I  have  eeen  them  6e4  daaly  an  inbunetaUe 
multitufd'e  (^  pieer ;  wh^e  the  aiek  were  laid  m  good 
•beds;  and  treated  with  ^eat  oare,  the  dying  esated 
with  an  exempla]^  piety,  and  the  dead  decently  bu* 
ried.     In  a  word>  thie  ndbte  militia  are  employed 
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un,  like  Mary;  in  cuntcniplatiiin,  m 
,  like  Marthii,  tn  nctiuii  i  anil  tlniir  c 
r  ilnjK  Cn  itoodn  of  nivriy.aatl  to   ilii 

ciHisliuiI  mir&rc  aiiBinst  the  iiiHHcI  An 
lito!!,  tuxl  -liiv  eucinies  i>f  tin-  Cri¥ai. " 

exi-ita  MiiraiW,    liow  lui  Oriler.   i 

e  fdniUmuntitl  rnleii  eiijouiMl  perpetual  j>»ver 

1  a '  tMnl  otiliviciT)  til'  aulrriiliuduv  m  regard  j 

,  aheiiJil   rerciTO  alio '  ilR   bowim   i 

i  it)«D  cuulil  not  possibly  subscrUM  to  thfMi  t 

But,  as  has  beeii  well  snH  by  a  luodem  hkl 

ofcJiuJrv.  •  llic  ginicral  prlmiple      '  " 


;   biith   anJ   tnj:li   ihnniif   ln-cairif   kuiylii\ 

r  wltich  imposeil  n  cointmuitty  ryf  pruperty  w 

naed  wtih,  or  -explained  awuy  to  thu  ijoturiktiu 

OWcientioiiA  s«Tii|>]e». 

VVhe  King  •<(  Hungary.  lho\igli  uiicerely  dis; 

'o  flood  ser%'icu  to  (h«  ClinMtAii  ewsc,  « 

)i  tiDiwisvd  hy  thu  rtt,'alli>ciiuD  uf  thd  i 

■  ibat   had   ua'iirred  in  h'a  ovii  coiintn, 

■)a|M  nftbirolly  too  uiiiitutile.  to  rviiiuiti  liuif;  ul 

■i  nf  til*  cmsulK.      In  (}ie  llirw  iiioiitlis  chnl 

Htiuiis  niijiiyfil  111)  |iruwi>::c.  lie  onl^  tv 

j'uii   ttut   occiuiuii,   \m   un 

K  uifts  (if  Jenumloin  uiid  ('y]i'4 
■     ■  .  tlie  BospitttUem  ami  Ti^in|il« 
^.L.:  .,]  dii^  Tentoiiie  Order.  {iie«<iili>it4 
BuiikU*  A  [ilialiutx,  that  CanuliM.  Sultn  if 
I,  4fMl  ton  lo  tlit^^iliA,  BgaisMi  wlioin  it 
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4]fi6cted,  snddenly  abandoned  a  design  whidihe' 
Pertained  of  besieging  Acre,  and  retired  within  ins 
own  boundaries,  leaving  bis  frontier  exposed  to  tli# 
£oe*  Soon  afterwards,  Hugh  de  Lusignan,  King  of 
Cyprus,  withdrew  to  Tripoli,  where  he  died ;  and 
'the  King  of  Hungary,  despite  the  threats  of  exconH' 
munication  by  whieh  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  «» 
deayoured  to  detain  him,  depar^  for  his  own  coiia* 
try--— haying  first,  with  all  his  troops,  as  was  ^ 
wont  of  devout  crusaders,  laved  his  Hmbs  in  the  m^ 
fired  waters  of  the  Jordan,  on  St  Martin's  eve. 
*  This  defection  was  in  some  measure  supplied  bf 
the  seascmable  arrival  of  a  new  armament  under 
William,  Count  of  Holland,  with  considerable  sac* 
oours  firom  that  country ;  for  even  the  phlegmalie 
natives  of  Friesland  and  Zealand  did  not  escape  the 
prev^ent  mania  of  the  age.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of 
this  reinforcement,  the  King  of  Jerusalem,  in  cob«* 
oert  with  the  Duke  of  Austria  and  the  Hospital* 
lers,  refortified  Caesarea,  while  the  Templars  and 
Teutonic  Knights  placed  a  neighbouring  stroilg- 
holdf  called  the  Casde  of  the  Pilgrims,  in  a  state  oi 
defence,  by  which  means  Acre  itself  was  strengthen" 
ed,  and  Oddities  given  to  the  nulituits  to  extaid 
Aeir  contributions  on  the  adjacent  districts,  which 
the  Infidels  still  retained.  *  Thus  reinforced,  A» 
King,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  chief  crusaders^ 
detnmined,  in  a  great  council,  to  turn  his  arms  »•' 
gainst  Egypt ;  and  Damietta,  the  most  regular  for^ 
tification  in  that  country,  was  pitched  upon  as  the 
place  which  should  be  first  assailed.  A  voyageol 
three  days  broiu[ht  the  army  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Nile,  where  it  debarked,  unopposed)  a  little  to  thfii 

.  *  Janed  de  Vilru  . 


THIATBBRTH-OEANOMABTER.  16ft 

tMBlmrd  of  Damietta  ( 12 18).  The  mouth  of  that 
faiBQch  of  the  river  on  which  Damietta  stood,  waa 
protected  by  an  iron  chain,  which  had  to  be  broken 
before  the  neet  could  effect  an  entrance*  A  strong* 
fy-«fortified  and  insulated  tower,  which  covered  the 
town,  was  then  attacked;  and  in  this  service  the 
Saxighta  of  Saint  John  deported  themselves  in  a 
mafliner  worthy  of  their  anciait  renown.  Gn^pling 
two  ahips  together,  they  xan  them  close  to  the 
tower,  and,  by  means  ot  the  masts  and  of  ladders^ 
dambered,  amid  a  shower  of  fireworks,  stones  and 
Spears,  to  the  top  of  the  rampart.  But  at  the  hkh. 
Bleat  when  they  regarded  the  fort  as  taken,  the  mast 
of  one  of  the  ships  yielded  to  the  weight  of  the 
Qmnwm  of  mailed  warriors  who  crowded  it ;  the  lad* 
ders,  which  extended  horizontally  to  the  battle- 
ments,  also  gave  way ;  and  the  knights,  idling  into 
the  water  in  complete  annour,  were  unable  to  rise 
a^ain,  and  perished.  Their  fiite  only  gave  a  fiercer, 
impulse  to  the  zeal  of  the  survivors.  The  scalade 
was  repeatedly  renewed;  and  at. last  the  German, 
ouaaders,  planting  a  newly-invented  machine  againsfe 
the  tower,  gained  the  summit  of  the  wall,  and  the. 
post  was  taken. 

While  the  siege  of  Damietta,  which,  after  the  oo*; 
oqiatibn  of  this  fort,  continued  to  be  pressed  with 
vigour,  was  still  in  dependance,  vast  succours,  com-^ 
posed  of  Italians,  French,  Gennans,  and  English^, 
aaivedin  the  Christian  camp ;  and  at  their  head- 
Qme  Cardinal  Pelagius,a  proud  and  arrogant  priest,- 
^d  Robert  de  Couroon,  the  Saint  Bernard  of  the. 
orasadei  as  legates  of  the  Holy  See.  Among  l^- 
{4^1i^  crusaders  were  the  Earl  of  Chester,  the  i»«. 
mous  William  Longespee,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  son  of 
Henry  the  Second,  by  the  fiur  Rosamobd,  and  tto 


Lobi  Haieourty'all  noble  and  chivalroiift  indi»!^ 
Meaawhile,  Safihadiny  stcidceii^  MOth  gsw^  it  ia  mi^ 
at  the  jeopardy  of  Damiette,  temntuited  hia  ivigBk 
kaTing  ikst  divided  among  his  sixelidest  -soos  his  ex^ 
tiKOsiwe  donumons*  Ma^-el-Kamel,  .who-  inhecke^ 
Egypt,  lost  Bo  time  in  impLoxiag*  the  assMiaiMe  o# 
Us  brother  Coradine,  Saltan  /of  Daiiui0ais^;>  and  tb«t 
pnnee,  wlio  pofisesaed  the  waiiike  and  vigorous  di^ 
positioii  o£  his  hAtetf  |iramptly  obeyed  the  summoBfr 
Apprehensive  that  l^e  Christians  might  lepoaseM 
dittiiaelves  o£  Jermalem  in  his  afosenee,  he-  med^^m 
Ibrtificatioiis  of  thatdty;  and  then,  at  the  h^ad-^f 
a  I'CTisidpMfaie  army,  passed  the  deseit,^  ondy  in  4boii^ 
oert  with  the  Egyptian  Sultan,  threatened  the  enb- 
saders'  camp.  The  vakmr  of  the  Christian  knog^M^ 
however,  diefeated  all  his  stratagems,  i  He  found.it 
.  ioqwacticaUe.  to  throw  sucoDurs  into  the  beai^gfed 
city;'  nor  could  the-  garrison,  though  it  made  "ssdly 
after  aalfy  with  the  impetuosity  of  despair,  pierce  the 
deep  leaguer  of  steeUelad  warriora  interposed  be^ 
tmMQ  it  and  rehef.  In  aepetting  these  sosties,  the 
valour  of  the  Hos^itaUers  viras.  constantly  con^ic»- 
ana;  .and,  in  the.last  that  waa  made  faefiDre«tfae  piacie 
was  taken,  the  Marshal  c^  the  Order  was  loft  amoag 
the. shun..  *  i. 

:  Coiadine  had  act  Ua  heact  on  the  preservation,  xil 
Bbmiietta;  and  no  sooner  vraa  he  made  aivaiwtbaa  tjh^' 
nmnber  and  bnnrery  of  diexnrusaders'left  himao  h^e 
of  reeving  it  by  arms,  than  he-  sougfatto  ^oet  its  ore- 
demption  by  negotiation.  He  ofPered  to  restore  Jenih 
mbaa,  Thorpn^  axid  several  olber  important  Inrtreasas^ 
to  the  Christians— 4o  place  the  >Ho]y  Gi^  in  a-  d»» 
ffBiibilfl amditiQn«-*4md. toyield up aoe ^iiatf  CsoU^ 

<      •  •  «  :  f  . 

t •  4nBalfc.ol3^avei)eyBi.Ofl^..  ^  .  ..  .,  . 


TlltRTKCHTU  (IKAaOHASTEII. 
lii-h  M.  nw\e   S.iLiiin  line!  takni  In  tV  hdi 


t  Courcmi   had  fallen  n  victim 

whu  assnmi'jl  «n  iiiilimitnt  uutlioril 

uaniF'  to  a  ilitfurent  ('anrli»iciii.      HIn  1 

■triaai  «r{fiin]aits  ponipletely  mmyed  Ac  > 

fa  the  Kobji'd:  vux  <iiA\Med  ;  and  iho  Ktng,  i 
.   tinilmfT  himself  h.-an!t>'!  hy   ar 


ii'll.i  iru.-i  tilkcii    in  a  niglu  .msaiiJl  ;    hi 
r  had  it  hccn  ilefuiidoii.  liiatthe  Ctiriinutrui  Co 
n  twit  (ninh.     Ahovr  tiiimcnre  ttiniiunct  i 
d  |]Bri«lur(l :  and  the  iiitr  who  Burrived,  tn  xeaf 

n  burnt  their  ^teii,  hnd  bat«lv  strmgltf 
intli^  lu  rrairi  tiUo  ihea  hmiseis  In  diii.  It  is  t ' 
I   CudinnI   Janii.'^   d?   Vim.  whii  bth  jin-jirnl 


■71  •"^" 


-     lilTI 


t.l..  ■ 

,&  In  nhlch  tliL-  uiulUimt  that  Kucldcd  ihem  | 
n  cxpuMid, 

St.  fill  thi>  l.i-initD  tmimpbed ;  bnt  iiw  n 
■  '       Ml  10  he  hnmfalwl  in  tfic  diwl. 
■  ■'  !!■  disgust  t(i  Aot»:  hnt  ■ 
•"I  I-' 
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of  the  up^ot  of  the  churchman's  arrogance. ' '  In  bp« 
position  to  the  advice  of  the  experienced  jsoldiers, 
over  whom  he  had  •  set  himself  in  absolute  autho- 
rity,  Pelagius,  supported  by  the  Hospitallers  and 
Templars,  ordered  the  army  to  advance  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country ;  and  no  sooner  did  the  Sukaa 
aee  these  warlike  strangers  scattered  over  the  low 
islands  of  the  Delta,  than  he  broke  down  the  bai^ 
of  the  river,  and  encompassed  diem  with  an  impas-^ 
sable  lake*  Shut  up  in  an  island,  near  the  cansd  of 
Ashmoum,  and  destitute  of  supj^es,  the  conquerors 
of  Damietta  were  in  danger  of  perishing  by  &mine, 
and  had  ultimately  to  purchase  bread  and  Hberty  W 
the  .restoration  of  that  city,  and  the  liberation  of  afi 
the  prisoners  whom  they  had  taken  in  the  campaign. 
The  Saracens,  on  their  part,  agreed  to  restore  the 
true  Cross  and  all  their  captives ;  but  the  former  sti* 
pulation  they  were  unable  to  fulfil,— »the  venerated  r&* 
lie  having  probably  been  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  do- 
mestic  troubles  which  followed  the  death  of  Saladin; 
The  King,  who  had  to  ofier  his  own  person  as  a 
hostage,  shed  tears  of  indignation,  as  he  confessed- 
to  Kitoel  that  his  troops  were  starving ;  and  the  ge« 
nerous  Moslem,  instead  of  exulting  over  his  huihilia^ 
tion,  threw  open  his  granaries  for  their  relie£  On 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  the  Christian  army  dis-' 
bonded ;  and  thus,  principally  through  the  presump- 
tion of  an  ignorant  priest,  were  John  de  Briemie's 
hopes  of  reconquering  his  kingdom  destroyed.  ' 

In  this  expedition,  the  knights  of  Saint  John  ex- 

rded  i^ove  eight  thodsand  byssantines  in  the  pub- 
service,  yet  they  Were  subsequently  accused  of 
having  divserted  to  their  own  profit  a  part  of  the  va^ 
sums  that  had  been  remitted  from  Europe,  to  defirayV 
the  expenses  oi  the  crusade-*a  calumny  whidi^q^ 
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Iritophantly  repelled*  It  adds  no  strength  to  the 
rcAita^ion,  however^  that  the  Legate  was  their  stie* 
nuous  advocate,  in  the  inquiry  which  Honoriua  then 
Xhird  conceived  it  proper  to  institute* 

Though  the  descent  on  Egypt  turned  out  so  un«^ 
^wardly  for  the  gallant  armament  that  made  it^ 
^ere  was  still  sufficient  piety  and  enterprise  in  £u^ 
rope  to  furnish  the  elements  of  another  expedition* 
In  1222,  two  years  subsequent  to  the  restitutiom 
gf  Damietta,  a  grand  council  was  held  at  Ferentino,. 
in  the  Campagna  di  Roma,  to  take  once  more  into 
8(^mn  consideration  the  humiliating  state  of  Pales^* 
tine*  This  memorable  assembly  was  attended  by  the 
Pope ;  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second,  grandson 
of  Barbarossa;  John  de  Brienne  Xing  of  Jerusalem  ; 
the  Patriarch  of  that  city ;  the  Legate  Pelagius, 
whose  headstrong  pride  had  already  proved  so  inju-* 
nous  to  the  Christian  cause  ;  Guerin  de  Montaigu, 
Grandmaster  of.  the  Hospitallers ;  and  deputies  from 
the  Templars  and  Teutonic  knights.  Frederic  had 
thrice  solemnly  pledged  himself  to  head  an  expedin 
tion  for  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  City ;  and  Hcm 
norius  now  vehemently  uiged  him  no  longer  to  proV 
crastinate.  Frederic  was  not  to  be  awed  into  obe-; 
di^ce  by  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican ;  but  priestly^ 
craft  achieved  what  reproaches  could  not  ccmpaas^ 
It  was  proposed,  that,  being  a  widowei^  :he  should 
marry  Yiolante,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  ther 
King  of  Jerusalem ;  and  this  suggestion  meeting 
his  approval,  they  were  solemnly  betrothed  on  Uie 
understanding  that  he  should  embark  for  the  Hofy. 
I^and  in  the  course  of  two  years,  and  ze-estal^h 
the  throne  of  Godfirey  of  BoiuUon.  It  was  expressf^ 
ly  declared  at  the  time  this  alliance  was  ammgedyi 
wftt  jx  should  in  nowise  affect  the  rights  cf  the  jeg^f 
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amtKing  of  Jertisiideni  durii^  his  life;' ^itt  d^ttl 
the  PnDee»'0hoidd  ovAyswsceed  hev  <fiither  in  tfa# 
Bifeunl  oMBse  of  evedte.  Th«  P9))e>  ho«0&iner,  'wfao 
was  anxious  n0t  only  to  adir«aoe  the  catide  of  the 
Cross  iii'  Palestine^  but  who  «ntertaiif«d  an  eaimest 
dssizetosrteiovd  Frederic,  'vvfeose  po#(Jir  lie  feai«d^ 
at  &E  iaway  as  possible  6om  his  ta^mi  tenift^ies^* 
aerupkd  not  to  recoimnend,  or:  rather  -eomftiAtidi 
John  de  Brienne  to  abdicate  in  his  in^)erial  son-in* 
lasrli  &v»iir ;  and^  after  sosie  mortifyii^'proceedings, 
that  Prince,  wearied  of  Ins  regal  honours,  and  iiHtfd 
with  disinterested  seal,  consented  to  lesign  a  down 
nMeh  he  had  no  longer  the  power  to  retain.  Hili 
done,  he  set  out  in  company  widi  the  Grandaiastei^ 
o£  the  Hospitallers  on  a  pi^rimage  through  vanom 
oountries  of  Christendom^  for  the  humiliatii^  ^nt-J 
pose,  of  sohcitiBg  sucooiffs  in  behalf  o£  a  kiii^;doM 
which  was.  no  longer  his  own^ 
•  The  Emperor,  who  loond  it  a  difficult  task  4a 
iHbuiDn.(his  audiorityi»his  Italian  territories,  was 
in  no  kaste,  notwithstanding  >the  princely  manner  itt 
ndiicK  he  had  been  bribed,  to  fulfil  his  engagement* 
The  two  yeais'  being  come  and  gone,  he  solicited  tf 
fasther  dispensation  of  two  more,  whish  was  ^tasaP* 
ed  upon  the  express  condition  that  he  should  tJienr 
emboik  in  person,  and  provide  ample  resources  bofl» 
of  men  and  snoney  lor  bringing  the  crusade  to^a  "£1^ 
▼ourable  tesminationw  Accordingly,  in  the  •suinnief 
of  1227,  (two  years  after  Violante  had  beo&me  -hiB 
bride,  (for  her  youth  had  ddayed  their  usiion)^  lie 
hoisted sailat  Brundusium  wiliian  armament  oifof^ 
W  thousand  men ;  bat  he  had  been  at  •seSt*  baMS^ 
ttwee  days,  when  he  -became^  if  his  advocates  4niy^' 
aaadited,  .floevoasly  aieisted  ^h  ague,  and,  iivAseMt^ 
pHanee  mA  4he  advice  of  Us  pbyncian)  pot  into  'the 
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port»  G^*^  Tafento.  That  sickness  prevailed  in  th« 
fleet  to  an  alarmiiig  exUsot^  m  proved  by  the  death 
eltlie  Landgiave  of-  Hesse,  and  the  illness  af  86ve> 
ral  other  lords.  Onoemore  safe  on  land,  Frederie 
ftfaiywed  no  inolination  agaui*  to  put  to  sea  ;  and,  «il* 
fagedat  his  sapineness,  Pope  Gregory  the  Ninth,  A 
dioleric^oid  intemperate^priest,  ivhohiud  just snceeed^ 
ed  Honorius  the  Third,  publicly  excommunicatdi 
lum  from  the  pulpit  in  the  great  chiuch  of  AnagnL 

The  ecclesiastical  penalty  of  exeommunicatioti 
199S  in  those  days  a  sentence  of  terrible  significance. 
It  was  a  thunderbolt  that  shook  thrones  and  afiright^ 
ed  nations.  •  When  levelled  at  a  refinctory  prince,  it 
tiot  only  afil^cted  him  individually,  but  involved  every 
pesson  who  acknowledged  his  sovereignty.  In 'his 
territories,  the  bells  of  the  churches  ceased  to  be 
mng^  and  were  even  taken  down  frpm  the  belfries  i 
the  altars  were  stripped,^  and  the  crosses,  relics^ 
and  figures  of  the  saints  that  adorned  them,  cast 
down  on  the  ground  and  covered,  to  indicate  that*  it 
was  a  time  of  debasement  and  mourning.  No  sa^ 
cnonent  was  administered  save  that  of  bap^m  to 
new4>om  in&nts,  and  confession  and  the  commu^ 
nion  as  a  viaticum  to  the  dying.  The  church-^oors 
weretilosed,  a  perpetual  lent  was  prodaimed,  and 
tba  very^  commonest  indulgences  vrere  forbidden. 
The  people,  derived  of  the  formatilies  of  religion^ 
meedily  came  to  regard  the  prince  who  had  brought 
tn^n  under  the  bsm  of  the  church,  as  an  infidel  whom 
it. was  sinful  to  obey,  and  meritorious  to  overturn  $ 
and -few  were  the  potentates  who,  in  the  course  of 
tbeir  reigns,  happened  to 'be  thus  situated,  who  did 
B0t  ^pui^haae  tfie  removal  of  the  interdict,  by  pro&i 
tnDmi  under  the  very  feet  of  the-  derical  deapot  who 
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xoled  the  destinies  of  the  Christian  woild.  ^  Had'tfa^ 
curse  ivhich  priestly  indignation  thus  passed  uf^ 
kings  and  nations  been  always  merited,  there  would' 
have  been  less  reason  to  deplore  its  universality ;  but^ 
in  almost  every  instance,  it  was  thundered  fnrdi  fos 
temporal  purposes,  and  the  attributes  of  heaven  weve 
thereby  usurped  to  advance  the  base  and  veoal  inte* 
zests  of  man. 

Frederic  was  greatly  enraged  at  the  Pope's  preeiv 
pitate  conduct,  and  pubHcly  appealed  to  the  scwe4>* 
reigns  of  Europe  to  judge  between  them.     His  Ho^' 
liness  took  no  further  notice  of  his  protestations  than 
by  excommunicating  him  anew;  which  intemperate' 
rigour  occasioned  a  partial  insurrection  among  his 
own  nobility ;  while  the  Emperor,  naturally  stem  aad 
revengeful,  commenced  a  persecution  against  all  wha* 
abetted  the  Holy  See,  and  even  sent  Saracen  tro^w 
from  his  SicUian  kingdom  to  ravage  the  patrimony 
of  Saint  Peter.     Aware,  however,  that  policy  le* 
quired  him  to  restrain  his  wrath,  and  apprehensiive 
diat  John  de  Brienne  might,  on  his  return  to  the 
Holy  Land,  resume  the  crown  which  he  had  reloiK 
tantly  abdicated,  he  at  last  seriously  resolved  ta  tei^ 
pair  thither.     Prior  to  his  departiu-e,  he  endeavoimMt' 
to  reconcile  himself  with  the  Holy  See;  but-tb^* 
Ponti£P  scouted  his  apologies,  and  sent  him  £or  4H^] 
swer,  that,  fai  from  considering  his  departute^  uaAoi^ 
such  circumstances,. an  expiation,  he  rather  r^aided- 
it  as  an  aggravation  of  his  crimes.     The  Emperor, 
however,  gave  no  heed  to  this  prohibition,  but  saiU 
ed,  in  defiance  of  Papal  authority,  for  Palestinei;^ 

In  the  meantime,  that  unhappy  coiHitry  had  been 
reduced  to  the  most  calamitous  con<tirion.  Tcttl 
by  intestine  disputes  among  its  defendevs^  who  fi^te^' 
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vidunit  boneeity  and  reposed  no  confidence  in  each 
otbery  the  sucoouis  which  the  Emperor  had  from 
time  to  time  fenraided,  had  proved  of  no  arail;  and 
v^n  the  Grandmaater  of  the  Hospitallers  returned 
from  £nropey  he  fbond  the  kingdom  without  a  go- 
vnnmenty  the  ndUtarj  orders  ready  to  turn  theic 
ama  against  each  otheF,  and  that  generous  emubn 
tion  whidi  had  once  homed  so  brightly  among  tho 
duoDpions  of  the  Crossy  abont  to  expire.  StiD 
thaae  venudned  a  considenible  body  of  crusaders^ 
wks^  oaiiy  required  a  aidlful  eonunander  to  lead  them 
to  mlary ;.  and  who^  at  length,  sick  of  lying  inae* 
tinrbehmd  ditches  and  rampait%.  demanded  loudly 
to  be  led -into  the  field,  though  the  Christians  were 
dHBi  «n|oyiBg  a  respite  from  .tho  boirors  of  war,  in 
inttue  of  a  truce  which  had  been  ratified  by  the 
aoet  floiemn  oaths*  This  propoation^  which  was 
started  in  a  ]g^eial  council  by  the  Duke  of  Limbui|g^ 
the  Emperor's  lieutenant,  was  opposed  by  some  ho« 
nonrable  men,  as  a  foul  breach  of  &ith ;  but  the  mi^o^ 
lity  siq>pofted  it, .  on  the  common  argument,  that  it 
was  not  iacmnbent  on  them  to  respect  a  treaty  with 
thft  Infidds,  longer  than  they  found  it  to  their  ad<« 
Vintage  to  do  so ;  and  on  this  base  principle,  which 
theP^K  himself  did  not  scrapie  to  countenance^ 
temationa  were  made  for  securixig  Casmrea  and 
Jafii^  in  oarderto  fiwatitate  the  conquest  of  J^ni-. 
sabnu 

Sndi  was  the  state  of  afiairs  in  Palestine,  when 
Ftedencdebaiked at  Saint  John  d'Acre,  in  the  au- 
tumn o£  1228*  He  was  received  by  the  clergy,  the 
mifitary  orders,,  and  the  public  frmctionaries  of  the 
oily,  with  the  respect  due  to  his  dignity  ;  for,  as  yet, 
tbe.ck(mtQ8t%nQS8  under  which,  he  had  left  Europe 
were  unknown  ;  but,  befi)r&  the  army  could  take  tha 
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field,  mesaengen  airived  with  tidingB  of  his  oontu* 
macious  defiance  of  the  Holy  See,  coupled  with  an 
QLpress  injunction  to  the  Hospitallers,  Templars, 
and  Teutonic  Knights,  not  to  obey  him.  The 
Hospitallers  and  Templars,  whose  revenues  had  been 
dilapidated,  and  many  of  then*  brethren  treated  with 
rigour  bj  his  officers  iu  Italy  and  Sicily,  in  the 
course  of  his  hostile  operations  against  the  Pope,; 
£[>r  once  curbing  their  mutual  jealousy  of  each  pther, 
and  acting  in  concert,  immediately  i  refiisied  to  serve 
in  the- e^>edition,  if  the  Emperor  commanded  it; 
but  the  Teutonic  Knights,  regarding  themselves  98 
his  subjects,  and  therefore  less  obligated  to  pay  im- 
plicit ^ference  to  the  Pontifi^s  mandate,  agreed  to 
follow  him  to  the  war. .  Accordingly,  at  ^e  head 
of  eight  hundred  horse,  and  ten.  thousand  foot,  Fre- 
deric unfurled  his  standard,  and  advanced  along  the 
coast  towards  Jaffa.  The  Hospitallers  and  Tem- 
plars, though  they  held  it  a  point  of  conscience 
and  of  duty  to  renise  to  bear  him  company,  could 
not  behold  the  Christian  banner  onpe  inore  unfurled 
in  defiance,  without  feeling  the  keenest  regret  that 
thdr  own  pennons  were  ■  not  displayed  in  concert. 
Too  fond  of  warlike  emprise  to  remain  within  the 
walls  of  their  fi^rtalices,  while  their  Christian  bre- 
thren were  in  battle-array  in  the  field,  they  pursued: 
at  a  distance  their  line  of  march,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  covering  their  retreat,  in  case  they  should 
sustain  a  defeat;  and  Frederic,  aware  that  ne  could  ' 
ill  dispense  with  their  succour,  after  a  little  time 
suppressed  his  wrath,  and  consented  to  a  compro- 
mise, by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the,  orders  of  the 
can^  should  be  issued,  not  in  his  own  mime,  but. in 
the  name  of  God  •  and  Christendom.  This  point 
settled,  the  knights  resumed  their  place  in   tbe 
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ChHstian  ranks.  -The  army  entered  Jaffa  without 
opposition ;  but,  while  occupied  in  rebuilding  the 
£[)rtlfieations  of  that  city,  news  reached  the  Emperor, 
whidi  induced  him  to  consider  his  Italian  domi- 
nions in  such  danger,  as  to  render  the  conquest  of 
Jerusalem  itself  a  matter  of  secondary  consideration. 
Prior  to  his  embarkation  for  the  Holy  Land,' 
Frederic  had  referred  the  incensed  Pontiff  to  Ri- 
naldo,  Duk€  of  Spoleto,  as  a  person  whom  he  had 
invested  with  authority  to  bring  their  differences,  if 
possible,  to  an  amicable  termination  ;  but  Gregory, 
giving  way  to  the  uncharitable  ire  that  possessed' 
him,  spumed  at  negotiation ;  and  Rinaldo,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Emperor's  instructions,  continued 
to  devastate  the  papal  territories.  To  oppose  these 
aggressions,  the  Pope  levied  considerable  forces  ;• 
and,  at  the  head'  of  one  body,  he  placed  the  dis- 
crowned John  de  Brienne,  who,  with  that  submis- 
sion which  he  had  always  been  so  ready  to  dis-. 
play,  even  to  his  own  nimiiliation,  to  the  edicts 
of  the  representative  of  St  Peter,  readily  accepted 
the  command.  In  the  war  that  ensued,  both  ar- 
mies perpetrated  great  atrocities ;  and  Europe  stood 
aghast  at  the  spectacle  of  the  soldiers  of  the  church 
ravaging  the  territories  of  a  monarch  who  was  ab- 
sent in  arms  for  the  glory  of  the  cross.  Intelligence 
of  these  events  made  Frederic  regard  the  Pope  as 
his  mortal  enemy ;  and,  though  he  subsequently  en- 
tered Jerusalem  in  triumph,  he  found  in  that  deso- 
late city  nothing  to  divert  lus  mind  from  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  taken  to  leave  Palestine  to  its  fate.  Far 
from  .securing  the  respect  and  fidelity  of  the  Latin 
Christians  by  his  achievements,  they  continued  to 
regard  him,  with  pious  detestation,  as  a  sinner  suf- 
fering under  the  ban  of  the  church ;  and,  therefore. 


176  OUXBIN  9S  MONTAIGV, 

neither  to  be  honoured  wjn  obeyed.  At  his  cofono-^ 
tioB  no  prieet  wotild  plaee  the  crown  of  Jemsulem  oti. 
Ins  heed ;  and  he  had  to  take  it  horn  ^  altar  afiiuf 
HiAj  Sepulchre  with  hie  own  hands,  and  request  Her- 
man de  Saksa,  the  Master  of  the  Teutonic  Knights^^ 
to  ffGDOXXDce  a  laudatory  oratiiHi.  The  church,  in,' 
winch  the  c^reaotony  was  perfcxmed,  was  placed  tm^' 
der  inlefdict  by  the  Patriardi,  who  affected  to  con^' 
aider  it  pcofimed ;  and,  to  complete  his  diagust,*  ^' 
fi>ul  plot  was  hatched  by  the  Kn^^hts  of  the  Hospi-^ 
tal  a&d  Temple,  to  deliver  him  up  a  prisoner  to  d»e' 
Sanieens.  InfbimatioB  was  given  tp  the  Sultan  of 
Egypt  by  these  fidse  Knights,  *  that  the  Emperor^^ 
pnor  to  his  departure,  intended,  as  was  the  wont  dt 
aU  pious  Christinns  who  visited  Jerusalem,  to  rake 
a  pUgrimage  oti  foot,  with  a  small  retinue,  to  tha 
Jordan,  for  the  purpose  of  bathing  in  that  sacred 
stream.  The  eonspmtors  suggested^  that,  on  this 
journey,  a  band  of  Saitaooi  horsemen  should  inter- 
eefit  him,  and  ettber  day  him  cm  the  root,  or  bear 
hnn  off  a  ca|ptive.  But  the  Soltfw»  mr  less  (^  d 
barbarian,  theft  the  eowled  ruffians  who  had  planned 
dns  diabo^wal  deed,  and  ei^aged  aU  along  in  an  «m^ 
cdble  but  secret  eorrespondrace  with  the  Empetor, 
n^iom  he  regarded  as  a  friendly  backkr  between  him 
and  the  ambiticm  cf  his  brother  Coiadine,  received 
the  jNDoposilioB  with  abhonenoe;  and,  with  ge-; 
naine  magnanimityi  soit  the  epis^  that  conveyed  i|^ 
to  his  imperial  foe.  Throi^  ofiier  dumnek,  PVrederic 
had  become  aware  df  his  danger  heiore  the  treason^ 
able  letter  reached  him ;  but  policy  withheld'  hint 
from  seduE^  immediate  revenge.     The  militazy  or^ 


.* 
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den  found  faim  in  after  timesy  ho'wever,  an  impkca- 
Uc  enemy* 

Tins  incident  fttmishes  a  lamentable  index  to. 
the  laxity  of.  principle  and  Uiorough  prostration  oC. 
genezons  sentunent,  which  a  long  period  of  humi- 
liation and  misfortune  had  produced  m  a  ooimby 
which  had  loi^  been  the  grand  arena  <^  chivalroiw 
deed9.  Historians,  it  is  true,  are  at  issue  as  to 
tbe  truth  of  the  allegations  Inrougkt  against  the 
knights ;  but  there  is  eyidesce  sufficiently  conchisitB 
on  "dxe  daik  side  of  the  qnestiem,  to  startle  their  staunch* 
est  advocates.  Th^  fierce  impatience  of  control---* 
tbeir  hatred  of  the  Emperor  for  the  persecutions  with 
wliidi  his  lieutenants  had  harassed  diem  in  Europe 
^^ndy  above  all,  theb  Uind  devotion  to  ih»  P<npe, 
who  wa^  strongly  suspected  of  having  suggested  this 
mode  of  di^osing  of  a  troubleaome  adveiBary,r-.ai« 
circumstances  diat  weigh  heavily  against  the  mm^ 
argument,  that  they  were  incapable  oi  tmck  atroei^* 
It  is  admitted,  howeyeri  ^lat  the  Templars  wore  air 
more  deeply  implicated  in  tiie  treason  thin  the 
l^iiTp4itM  of  Saint  John* 

a^dtbe  Emperor,  terminated  in  a  truce  to  last  for  tea 
jeazs.  The  terms  were  singidaily  advantageous  10 
the  Christians ;  and,  ocmfllderiiig  tlie  sang^ary 
famticism  that  prevailed,  the  generosity  of  the  In- 
fid^  may  be  ascribed  father  to  perscmal  esteem 
{br.  the  impeiiid  leader,  than  dread  of  his  host. 
JerasaliQsi,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Tyre,  and  SidoB, 
were  restored,  with  liberty  to  rdbuild  their  fbiti£cai* 
tio«is ;  Christians  and  Mohunmedans  were  dedared 
em^ed  to  equal  privileges  civil  and  religious  within 
Ibe  Holy  City ;  wd  all  diat  the  kftter  specially  retain- 
cdiridiin  the  vndlsy  was  m  essAwkm  nghi  to  tbe 
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mosque  of  the  Ten^le,  with  the  court  and  endfosqce 
around  it,  &om  whence,  in  the  language  of  their  sn-» 
perstitiod,  -^  the  Prophet  undertook  his  nocturnal 
journey  to  heaven."  This  toleration,  howevier^ 
was  little  in  unison  with  the  zeal  which  animated 
the  Christian  priests.  It  reduced  the  Emperor,-  in 
their  estimation,  to  the  level  of  the  Infidels  whom 
he  protected ;  and  viben  they  heard  him,  before  he 
departed  for  Europe,  scom^y  refuse  to  aid  the 
mmtary  orders  in  raising  new  defences  roimd  the 
city,  they  turned  their  backs  on  him  as  one  who  had 
mocked  the  servants  of  Christ  at  the  door  of  his  se* 
puldire,  and  whose  enormities  were  inexpiable. 

The  Emperor  no  sooner  showed  himself  in  bis 
European  dominions,  than  the  fortune  of  war  turn- 
ed decidedly  in  his  &vour ;  and  the  Pope,  despair- 
ing of  subduing  so  formidable  an  adversary  by  tem- 
poral weapons,  launched  the  final  thunderbolt  of  the 
.Church,  against  him,  by  adding,  to  the  sentence 
of  excommunication  already  on  record,  a  clause 
absolving  his  sdbjects  of  their  oath  of  allegiance. 
This  act  brought  Frederic  to  a  full  sense  of  the  dan- 
ger^  he  ran  in  longer  holding  the  Pontiff  at  deiSan^  ; 
And  he  instantly  Sung  down  the  sword,  and  solictled 
peace.  Nothing  but  unconditional  submission  wopid 
satisfy  the  enraged  churchman ;  and  the  Emporor 
had  no  alternative  but  to  throw  himself  on  his-mezcy. 
Amcmg  other  articles  in  the  treaty  that  followed^  it 
was  stipulated,  that  the  Hospitallers  and  Temj^ius 
.should  be  reimburfed  for  the  spoliations  which  .they 
.had  sustained  at  his  hands ;  and  that  the  whole  ex- 
.penses  of  the  war  should  be  defrayed  from  the  Jja" 
.perial  treasuiy.  These  humiliating  conditions  w^re 
scrupulously  MfiUed ;  but  the  Emperor's  reaentment 
ag^dnst  the  military  orders  was  never  thoroughly 
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sdbdaed ;  toad  within  a  year  afterwaids  he  coiinte- 
nanced  the  sequestration  of  their  SiciHan  possessions. 
It  has  been  mentioned^  that  John  de  Brienne, 
&e  ex-king  of  Jerusalem,  provoked  by  the  Empe- 
ror's ingratitude,  had  assumed  the  command  of  the 
Pope's  army.     Though  advanced  in  life,  and  de- 
'^(nled  of  the  regal  honours  which  had  adorned  him 
in  the  pride  of  manhood^  he  had  still  the  qurit  of  a 
man,  and  the  sword  of  a  hero ;  and,  from  being  the 
Beotenant  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  he.  was  invited,  be- 
fore he  had  an  opportunity  of  measuring  a  lance 
with  his  son-in-law,  to  fill  a  much  more  elevated 
station.     His  aspect  was  martial,  his  age  green  and 
vigorous,   though  more  than  fourscore  years ;  and, 
Bisize  and  stature,  he  smpassed  the  common  mea- 
sure of  mankind.  *     In  tJie  noon  of  his  renown, 
the  grandees  of  Palestine  had  placed  the  crown  of 
that  kingdom  on  his  head,  as  the  Christian  knight 
VKffit  capable  of  defending  it ;  and,  in  the  evening 
of  his  days,  another  diadem,  scarcely  less  thorny,  was 
given  to  him  in  trust,  as  the  bravest  and  worthiest 
of  Christian  knights.     The  death  of  Robert  of 
Courtenay,  the  fourth  Latin  Emperor  of  Constan- 
tinople, opened  the  succession  to  that  throne  to  his 
broliier  Baldwin,  a  mere  child ;  and  the  Barons  of 
Romania  found  it  necessary,  for  their  own  security, 
to  place  the  reins  of  government  in  the  hands  of  a 
warrior  whose  name  could  command  respect  alike  in 
council  and  in  camp.     Their  choice  fell  on  John  de 
Brienne ;  and,  as  it  would  have  been  an  insult  to 
his  misfortunes  to  have  offered  him  the  regency,  he 
^as  invested  for  life  with  the  title  and  prerogatives 
of  Emperor,  on  the  sole  condition  that  Baldwin 

•  Gibbon. 
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skonldraaiTyliiswooiiddaiightery  and  succeed  to  the 
throne  when  he  arrived  at  num's  estate.  Thus,  if  by 
the  marriage  of  one  daughter  with  an  Enmeror  he 
lost  a  crown,  hv  the  betrothment  of  another  to  m 
Prince  of  emud  dignity,  he  ac^pired  a  nobler  one  in 
its  stead.  Twice  he  vanquished  John  Dncas,  sor- 
named  Yataces,  the  Greek  Emperor  of  Nice,  one  of 
the  greatest  princes  of  ihe  age,  and  Acan,  King  of 
Bulgiaria,  his  ally,  under  the  walls  of  Constanti- 
aoplk  Like  the  octogenarian  Dandob,  he  exposed 
his  grey  bain  in  every  onset  irath  the  intrepi£ty  ct 
s  youthful  knight.  The  rude  baids  of  the  age  com- 
pare him  to  Hector  Roland  and  Judas  Maccabens ; 
and^  when  he  died,  the  Latins  deplored  him  as  their 
last  efasBo^on,  and  sank  gradually  under  die  ineee* 
sent  attacks  of  the  inveterate  enemies  v^o  beset 
them.  In  1261,  Michael  Palsologus,  the  Greek 
Emperor  of  Nice,  entered  Constantinople  in  triumph  f 
Slid  with  Baldwin,  who  rangnad  his  breath  in  in* 
j^motts exile,  terminated  the  dynasty  of  the  Ladli- 
cUefr.  The  Turks,  who  entertain  a  siqierstitioiie 
lispeGt  for  a  coincklenee  of  names,  afterwards  re*' 
msned,  that  under  a  Baldwin  the  Latins  won  die'' 
city  of  the  Be^m  HiU^  and  that  under  a  BaUwki' 
they  again  lost  it. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

I^otroyaity  of  FStz-Auffer^-^Puitwance  of  Ae  MotpiioOen^ 
'  Otima  laid  to  tftetr  dkarpe—Ctmoidx$d  Kmffhi9^1%^ 

M^prtramd  de  Comjm — JkvoBum  </  1^  Konumiant    Lorn 

of  Jenualem — Battle  of  Ouza^The  JEigktk  Cnuade 
^MxpUnU  of  Saint  Louis  in  Egypt-'Batde  0/  Jfo*. 
•OHra— J>efeetf  of  ^  Oruaaden-^  Captwitif  of  Sabtt 
JLovio     Ttrndnatiom  tfkio  Cnuado, 

Ths  EsoEpercKr  Fiedeiic,  pzior  to  his  dqwrtun  from 
Fakstine,  liad  pledged  himself  to  lose  no  time  in 
atadii^  freak  succours  thither.  But  the  ambitious 
pwjects  in  whidi  he  was  involved  subsequent  to  hit 
ntem,  banished  that  desolate  heritage  entirely  from 
Us  monory ;  and,  had  it  not  been  lor  the  sort  of 
pfOttctoiBte  which  the  Hospitalers  and  Ten^ilan 
eierciaed  over  it,  his  Asiatic  realm  would  have  utter-* 
ly  passed  away.  In  the  year  following  his  departure 
(1230),  Guerin  de  Montaigu,  Ghrandmaster  of  the 
Hospitallersy  closed  an  honound>le  and  laborioua 
life,  and  brother  Bertrand  de  Texis  was  elected  in 
Us  stead.  Two  years  afterwards,  Alice,  the  widow 
of  Hugh  de  Lusignan,  King  oi  Cyprus,  half-«ster 
by  the  mother's  side  to  Queen  Mary,  the  consort  of 
John  de  Brienne,  passed  into  Syria,  in  the  hope  of 
wtibKshing  a  right  to  the  crown  of  Jerusalem,  in 
onwation  to  the  daiu  of  her  sister's  descendantfc^ 
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The  military  orders,  however,  refused  to  countenance 
her  pretensions.  They  had  no  desire  to  resign  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  into  the  hands  of  a  fe- 
male far  stricken  in  years ;  and  therefore  declared, 
that  they  could  only  recognise  her  right  in  the  event 
of  Prince  Conrad,  the  son  of  the  Emperor  Frederic 
by  the  Princess  Violante,  and  in  right  of  his  mother 
heir  of  Jerusalem,  dying  without  issue,  or  of  his 
voluntary  abdication.  ITiis  event  warned  Frederic 
that  he  held  the  fealty  of  the  Latin  lords  by  a  pre- 
carious tenure ;  and,  to  obviate  the  hazard  of  tneir 
being  gained  over  to  support  the  new  claimant. of 
the  throne,  he  despatched  Richard  Fitz- Auger,  mar- 
shal of  his  army,  and  a  body  of  Germans,  to  tlie 
Holy  Land.  Fitz- Auger  had  instructions  from  his 
master  to  exercise  his  frmctions  of  governor  with 
rigour ;  and  his  natural  disposition  led  him  to  yield 
implicit  obedience  to  the  command.  The  grandees  and 
knights,  long  accustomed  to  live  without  law,  and 
redress  their  own  grievances,  bore  his  severe  rule 
with  great  impatience ;  and,  at  the  end  of  feur 
years,  broke  into  open  insurrection,  and  headed  the 
citizens  of  Acre  in'  a  revolt  against  him.  In  this 
struggle  the  G^mans  were  driven  without  the  wdls, 
and  obliged  to  seek  an  asylum  in  Tyre,  where  the 
insurgents,  headed  by  John  d'Ibelin,  lord  of  Bery- 
tus  and  Jaffa,  threatened  to  besiege  them.  In  mis 
emergency  the  Emperor,  who  had  been  speedily  in- 
formed of  his  Marshal's  jeopardy,  condescended  to 
entreat  the  Pope  to  intercede  in  his  £ivour  witli  the 
Knights  of  Saint  John,  to  whom  he  agreed  to  make 
restitution  of  the  estates  of  which,  eight  years  be- 
Ibre,  he  Jbad  unjustly  deprived  them.  Tlie  Pope, 
in  accordance  with  lius  application,  despatched  the 
Atchbishop  of  Ravenna  to  Palestine  aa  a  mediator* 
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^SJte'  Gnrndmaster,  unth  that  deference  to  Papal  au- 
thority which  marked  all  the  deUherations  of  thd 
Chapter,  no  sooner  perused  the  brie&  which  the 
legate  laid  before  him,  than  he  not  only  agreed  to  a 
reconcilement,  but  espoused  the  Emperor's  cause 
with  his  whole  Order.  Through  his  influence,  the 
disputes  between  the  natives  and  the  German  troops 
were  amicably  adjusted ;  and  the  Imperial  authority 
was  again  recognised  in  all  the  Christian  towns  on 
Palestine. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that,  through  the  mag- 
nificent donations  of  Lords  a^d  Monarchs,  the 
Knights  of  Saint  John  had  become  possessed  of 
mncely  estates  in  every  country  of  Europe.  Their 
European  Commanderies  were  so  many  depots  from 
whence  bodies  of  knights  and  hired  troops  were  re« 
gularly  drafted  to  serve  in  the  distant  wars ;  and  it 
is  recorded  by  a  contemporary  historian,  *  that  at 
this  time  (1237),  the  forces  of  the  Latin  Christians 
having  been  greatly  reduced  by  a  defeat  which  the 
.Templars  had  sustained  in  a  conflict  with  the  Sul- 
tan of  Aleppo,  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospitalleis 
ordered  l^ge  succours  from  the  West,  and  that, 
among  others,  there  went  from  the  house  of  the 
Order  in  Clerkenwdl,  London,  three  hundred 
knights,  preceded  by  Theodric  their  prior,  at  the 
head  of  a  considerable  body  of  armed  stipendiaries. 
They  marched  with  the  banner  of  Saint  John  un- 
furled before  them ;  and,  as  they  passed  over  Lon- 
don Bridge,  saluted,  with  hood  in  hand,  the  crowds 
.who  congregated  to  see  them  depart,  recommending 
themselves  and  their  cause,  at  the  same  time,  to  the 
prayers  of  the  people,  f 

•  Matt  Paris. 
t  The  Hospital  and  Chapel  of  Saint  John  of  Jemsalem^ 
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During  the  GnradauntoRriiip    of  Bettfmd  de 
Texis,  Hugh  de  Foroalqui«',  Carteflan  of  the  P^ 
eeptoiy  of  Emposta  in  Spun,  with  a  oonsidenble. 
mimber  of  Spanish  kn^hts,  enr<dled  themselveB  un* 
dor  the  baanm  of  Don  James  the  Fint  of  Arragoft, 
and  engaged  in  the  war  which  that  monarch  wi^ed 
with  the  Moors  of  Valencia.     Thej  perfoimed  sudi 
deeds  of  valour  at  the  siege  of  that  city,  that,  afte^ 
its  sorrender,  ^e  King  recompensed  them  with  a 
grant  of  several  towns  and  dependencies,  in  sbsolots 
property  to  the  Order.     This  grant  having  excited 
the  envy  and  indignation  of  Sie  neighbouring  IK- 
ihopsy  and  the  £bspitaUers,  who  had  been  sent  to 
colonize  these  towns,  re&sing)  in  virtue  of  their  pri* 
vilegesy  to  pay  tithes,  the  angry  ehurdmien  laid  a 
general  interdict  on  their  new  possessions,  which  it 
lequiied  the  authonty  of  the  Pope  to  remove.     Bol 
these  trimaphs  in  the  West  were  obscnred  by  a  fittal 
blow  which  the  npiitation  of  the  Order  sustained 
tlwoii^  die  machinations  of  the  secular  clergy  of 
PSalesdne,  betwe«a  whom  and  the  Hospitallm  a 
mntaal  jealousy  had  long  subsisted.     A  serious  dis- 
pute arose  between  the  Bishop  of  Acre  and  dift . 


CtttkuimeXlf  WW  fiwndid  «irlyia  tfat  twdfili  CMtoy, 
dBdicated  by  Heraditw,  Patriarch  of   J«niMfeiB»  wbca  Im 
vintod  EngWnd  as  Bmbaflaailor,  in  1185.     It  waa  tlie  princi* 
paL  houae  of  die  Order  in  England.     During  the  insurrectian 
ef  Wat  Tyler  in  1881,  it  was  aet  on  ire,  and  eontinoed  hoR^ 
img  &v  atven  daya.     The  Prior*a  houaa  at  fTighhwy  was  iln< 
dMtroyedf  and  the  whole  yojwrty  of  the  Order  in  Loadflia 
anb^Bcted  to  spoliation.     The  Hospital  waa  afterwards  rebuilt 
mHtk  more  than  pristine  grandeor ;  and  Camden,  tpeaking  of 
ft  aa  it  esialett  n  um  b^^mnn^  of  tne  aoBteentn  centttryj  aneir 
the  completion  of  the  diurch  by  iha. Laid  Priar»  Sir  'noBM* 
Doekeray,  says,  «  This  house  increased  to  the  sise  of  a  pahwi^ . 
and  had  a  beaatiAil  chnreh,  widi  a  tower  canied  up  to  such  a 
IM^^  w  t#  IM  a  mgakr  oiMB«t  to  te  csty.^ 
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kwigKt%  IB  regard  to  the  tithe  privilege;  and  Ae 
prelate^  foiled  at  liome,  not  only  carried  his  com- 
plaints to  the  Papal  chaur»  but  when  his  dainis  were 
siibsequently  negatived  by  arbiters  ^eially  appoint- 
edy  he>  or  some  other  enony,  secretly  denounced 
die  Order  to  his  Holineas  as  fidse  to  its  ]»imitiva 
nowsy  and  disgraced  by  the  grossest  irregularities. 
The  knights  w^e  accused  ox  sheltering  loose  wo- 
iBen  in  &eir  houses ;  of  having  violated  their  vow 
of  poverty;  of  protectii^  robbers,  murderers,  and 
heretics;   of  furnishing  succours  to   Vataees,    the 
Gveek  Emperor  of  Nic^  an  enemy  of  God  and  the 
Ckitfdi  of  Rome ;  of  daily  retrendiing  their  ahns ; 
4£  altering  the  wills  of  those  persons  who  died  in 
their  hospitals,  and  of  beizM;  generaUy  suspected  of 
Uiesy—a  catabgue  of  crimes  of  no  oidinary  mag- 
nitude*     Gregory  the  Ninth,  of  whose  choleric  wr 
position  a  specimen  has  already  been  given  in  the 
history  of  hi»  quaod  with  ^  Emperor  FWcfric, 
iBttsDlly   dictated    a  fetter    to   the    Grandmasttf, 
bieathing  the  most  furious  teal,  and  threatening 
the  Order  with  a  rigorous  and  hunuliating  sub- 
jKtiim  to  the  AreMmhop  d  Tyre,  if  these  fla-' 
grant  dbuses  were  not  inmiediately  corrected.     The 
tiMtbh  or  firiaty  of  the  charges  has  never  been  sub-: 
stantuited.     There  is,  however,  much  reason  to  qok- 
dude,  that  they  were  not  entirely  the  off^>rinfi  of 
calumny ;  lor,  unless  the  Pontiff  had  been  fumidied 
with  satis&Gtory  evidence  that  irregularities  did  exist, 
it  is  scarcely  credible  that  he  would  have  passed  a  se- 
vere and  sweeping  censure  on  a  body,  which  had, 
for  upwards  of  a  c^otury,  been  under  the  special  pro- 
teetioAr  of  the  Holy  See,  and  which  was  always  on 
tte  alert  to  extend  and  secure  the  papal  domina- 
t&n.  '  The  fcul  plot  to  which  the  Emperor  s»  near- 
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hf  fell  a  victim,  cotdd  not  have  found  adrocates  in  til 
society  rigidly  honourable  and  virtuous  ;  yet  even  atf 
diis  period,    when  the  principles  that  primitively 
regulated  the  Order  must  be  supposed  to  have  &]«' 
kn   into   abeyance,  their  hospitals  Amiished  what 
were  esteemed  in  those  days  patterns  of  Christian  ex-^ 
oellence,  worthy  of  canonization.     Sudi  were  *^  The' 
Blessed  Hugh/'  preceptor  of  the  commandery  of  Ge*- 
noa,  Gerard  Mecati  of  Villa  Magna,  and  Grerknd  of 
Poland.     But  the  virtues  of  a  few  men,  even  though ' 
the  Catholic  Church,  with  its  usual  admiration  of 
abistinence  and  mortification,  gave  ^em  a  passport 
at  once  to  dwell  with  the  saints  in  glory,  go  but  tL 
short  way  to  confute  the  denunciatory  brief  which 
records  the  enormities  charged  against  the  Order; 
and  so  profoundly  sensible  was  the  Grandmaster  of 
this  truth,  that  wounded  pride  is  said  to  have  hui^- 
ried  him  to  his  grave  (1291). 

Brother  Guarin  de  Montacute  *  succeeded  Ber- 
trand  de  Texis ;  and,  five  years  afterwards  (1236),  he 
was  in  turn  succeeded  by  Bertrand  de  Comps,  a  ve* 
teran  knight  of  Dauphiny.f  Palestine,  deserted 
by  the  Pnnce  who  chomed  its  sovereignty,  and  in. 
no  subjection  to  his  r^resentatives,  was  constantly, 
divided  against  itself;  and,  in  these  ruinous  dis^ 
pates,  the  Hospitallers  and  Templars  were,  as  usual,' 
deeply  impHcated.  Had  not  the  Sultans  of  Egypt 
and  Damascus  been  at  variance,  and  equally  solici- 

*  FoOer.  Chron. 

f  Vertot,  whoie  dates  are  often  inaccurate,  anerts,  that  the 
Grandmaster,  Guarin,  survived  tiU  the  inroad  of  the  Ko- 
rasmians  in  124d-4,  and  fell  in  hatde  gainst  these  barbariana. 
Boiagelin,  on  the  oontrary,  insists,  that  it  was  Peter  de  ViO^ 
bride,  the  seventeenth  Grandmaster,  who  lost  hjs  life  in  thitj 
War ;  and,  as  there  is  concurrent  testimony  to  the  same  effect, 
^  prefexenoe  is  here  given  to  his  anthori^. 
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tons  to  secure  the  amity  of  the  rival  chevaliers,  a 
single  effort  would  have  been  sufficient  to  shake  in- 
to ruin  the  dilapidated  kingdom  of  Godfrey  of  Bouil- 
lon;— ^indeed,  nothing  but  the  disunion  that  con- 
stantly prevailed  among  the  Mohammedan  leaders, 
siibsequent  to  the  death  of  Saladin,  could  have  pre- 
served it  so  long  from  destruction.  But  the  spirit 
of  crusading  stilL  burned  in  Europe,  though  not 
with  its  pristine  brighteess;  and  rumours  of  warlike 
p&eparaticms  being  in  progress  in  the  West  having 
reached  the  ears  of  Malek-Kamel,  Sultan  of  Egypt, 
he  availed  himself  of  the  expiration  of  his  treaty 
with  Frederic  to  drive  the  Latins  out  of  Jerusalem, 
in  which  inroad,  the  tower  of  David,  which  Chris- 
tians and  Mohammedans  alike  revered  as  holy,  was 
overthrown.  While  affairs  were  in  this  critical  po- 
sition, a  small  body  of  Croises,  tmder  Thibaud,' 
Count  of  Champagne,  and,  in  right  of  his  third* 
wife.  King  of  Navarre,  Hugh  Di£e  of  Burgundy, 
and  the  Counts  of  Bar  and  Brittany,  landed  at  A- 
ci^  These  adventurers  (the  vanguard  of  the  seventh 
crusade)  had  left  Europe  in  contempt  of  the  Empe- 
n^  who  had  entreated  them  to  postpone  their 
vqjBge,  until  he  could  head  them  in  person ;  and 
disaster  overtook  them  in  the  very  outset  of  their 
eotexprise.  The  Infidels  allowed  them  to  advance 
to  Asoalon  without  opposition ;  but,  in  the  vicinity 
of  JGaza,  they  were  completely  discomfited  by  an  in- 
ferior body  of  Saracens,  under  the  Emir  of  Karac, 
a  dependimt  of  the  Sultan  of  Damascus  (1238). 
Disgusted  with  a  country  in  which  he  had  been  so 
hummed,  Thibaud  patdbed  up  an  insecure  treaty 
witb  his  .wnquisher,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
Templars ;  and  then  re-embarked  in  great  haste  for 
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Europe,  in  oidg  that  Ridb«AEadflfC<Bwrin,hiw 
ther  of  Henrj  Uie  Tha^  King  of  En^and^  lAm 
sms  daily  expected  to  aaiye  m  the  Holy  Lmd  aldi» 
head  of  a  new  annament,  might  not  witBev  hia  di»f 
giaoe.  i 

.  The  Eari  of  Cofnwafl  ttmed  aoon  after  hi»de9 
nrture,  and  with  him  eame  the  £Hnoiia  WiBion 
tiongeflfieey  or  Longsword,  aem  of  the  eraaader  «f 
the  same  name  who  fbng^  at  Dsnuetia  m  1219».^ 
and  the  cfaivaky  of  England*  Findings  on  hb  -do? 
favkationy  that  Thibaud  and  his  kni|^  were  goo^ 
and  that  the  Eonr  «f  Kane  codd  not  fulfil  hiq 
treaty  with  the  Templan,  he  adirmced  to  JaSy 
where  he  waa  met  hy  an  envoy  fix>m  the  Sultatt  4af 
Egypt,  with  offms  to  enter  into  a  new  trace*  Tim 
treaty  the  EngEsh*  leader  intimately  aubaeribed*  II 
yftas  atiynlatfid  jm  it,  that  Jerueiiem  should.  beecnMi 
entirely  a  Christian  city ;  that  the  Ghiistiana  ahooU 
posseaaaftthe  eaatlea  and  Tillages  between  the  oipi^ 
tal  and  the  eoaat ;  and  that  they  ^ould  be  at  hbci^ 
ty,  in  terras  of  ib»  Emperor  Fiedenc's  treaty,  to 
ia£artify  aU  the  reatoied  posta*  The  aervieas  «if 
the  English  Prince  were  oonfined  to  the  atusat 
fliiiii  of  this  tnice,<  which*  though  less  dawsBng  tjbas 
the  mihtary  endoita  ci  many  of  his  pifidfrnmanu 
was  yet  of  vital  inmortanoe  to  the  intereata  at  Am 
hingoc»n,  since  it  left  it  almost  wImAv  in  pniBrIn 
sum  of  the  Christians.  But  all  parties  weBa-imi 
yitisfiwi  with  the  manner-  in  which  it  waaiotified^ 
The  Hofipitallera,  having  refused  to  be  indbded:  Lb 
the  £M!mer  treaty  which  the  Templan  hadaoEriD^. 
ad  between  the  Emir  of  Kaia^  as  lepreiantiti^b 
af  the  Sultan  of  Damascus,  and  TIi3iHid.^£  IfaM 

*  DngUe'a  BaniBise. 
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tW  TempbtrSy  instigated  fay  pride  and  spleen^ 
ntvngad  tfaeinselves  >m  turn,  by  rejectii^  the  ami* 
cMib  ovwtares  of  the  Egyptian  Prince.*  This  kd 
%^gTe^eoiaiaaicl&;  for,  while  two  traces  were  on 
loot,  the  military  orders  continued  each  in  a  stats 
ef^wttr,  theone  against  the  Sultan  of  Damascus,  the 
odKT  against  the  Sultan  of  Egypt.  But  the  Infi- 
Ms,  as  has  already  been  stated,  were  too  busy  war* 
ilng  with  each  oth^,  to  take  advantage  of  this  fiitil 
adiisBi.  The  Latins,  notwithstanding  their  uncha^ 
jtfiabfe  disputes,  and  the  extreme  impolicy  of  their 
pieiMieedings,  onoe  more  beheld  themselves  the  sole 
OQfci^panfs  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  banner  of  the  Cross 
dMnalant  hctm  the  Jordan  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 
•file  priesthood  returned  in  swarms  to  the  Holy 
City ;  the  churches  were  reconsecrated ;  and  the  Ho»- 
pibdlers  beggared  their  treasury,  that  the  fertifica^ 
ikus  might  be  rebuilt.  • 

-  .Hie  Hospitaliers  lost  the  Grandmaster  Bertrand  de 
Coiiqps  in  1241.  Though  hi  stridsen  in  years,  he 
ftight  be  said  to  die  in  Ids  cMvalric  harness.  TheTur- 
kMnans,faaving  made  an  kruption  into  the  Prince  of  An« 
tiodiSitemtories,  that  Lord  entreated  the  military  orders 
tD^rttnt  him  assistance;  whereupon  the  two  Grand- 
BBWrfm»toe>k  the  -field,  with  a  strong  array  of  knights 
ml  stipendiary  forces.  Thus  remibrced,  the  Piimoe 
ol.  ■  Antiodi  gsfe  the  barbatians  battle  ;  and,  after  a 
ilaid<'4sontested  combat,  drove  them  beyond  his  fon- 
tier.  In  the  conflict,  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospi- 
tnUors,  indigttant  at  the  resolute  front  which  the  In- 
fidel%  who  fought  with  a  valour  worthy  of  the  days 
of  Sidadin,  continued  to  present  to  the  chivalrous 
knti^^^led  against  them,  and  hurried  away  by  «a 

*  Uftt-Fteik 
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impetiious  valour^  threw  himself  headlong  w^  4lt 
Duidst  of  the  enemy's. 8qu«diQii9«  This  iotrepidiiy 
WIS  mainly  instrumeiital  in  securisg  the  victory  ;  bvH^ 
the  Grandmaster  was  so  grieyously  wonnded^  that  hf 
did  not  long  survive.  *  The  Chapter  chose  Petei 
da  ViUehride,  a  knight  highly  esteemed  hotfa  lof 
pjuBty  and  bravery,  in  his  stead* 
.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  years  from  the  date  of  tba 
]£mperor  Frederic's  triumphant  entrance  into  Jevilt 
salem,  the  Latin  inhabitants  had  increased  .to  v^ 
wards  of  six  thousand*  The  restoration  of  the 
walls,  however,  advanced  bi|t  slowly ;  and  its  oaJy 
defences  were  some  slight  intrenchments,  when  iht 
Korasmians,  a  strange  and  savage  people  firooi  thtt 
shores  of  the  Caspian^  driven  from  their  own  desed^ 
by  the  arms  of  the  Moguls^  rolled  like  a  deluge  op. 
Syria  (1248-4).  These  <' Parthian  shepherds,'' cnid 
and  brutal  in  their  nature,  and  practising  Pagpy» 
xites,  w^e  as  abhorrent  to  the  followers  of  Mohwn* 
med  as  to  tho9e  of  Christ*  Saracen  and  Frank  sair 
that  it  was  their  mutual  interest  to  unite,  and  try.  ta 
force  back  this  headlong  torrent ;  but  their  cond^ioed 
efforts  were  unable  to  stem  its  violence*  Nogenwi^ 
din.  Sultan  of.  Eg^t,  the  son  and  succeascMr  q[ 
Malek  Kamel,  alone  stood,  aloo£  Far  lemofiti 
from  the  danger,  and  caring  little  what  befdl  .hid 
brethren  of  Al^po  and  Damascus^  and  still  Um 
bow  his  Christian  neighbours  of  Palestine  fiued^  lul 
not  only  refrised  to  join  their  league,  but^  eniiiged.iil 
some  aggressions  of  the  Templaro,  communicated  t^ 
ibe  Koraamian  leaders  the  defenceless  state  of  Jemt 
salem,  and  invited  them  to  invade  it*  f  It  was  a  mat* 
ter  of  indifferoBKie.  tp.  the  l^^amnians  whither  llttf 


•  VertoL  f  Mat.  Paris* 
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directed  their  march.  They  had  been  driven  froxnr 
tfieir  native  wilds  by  a  merciless  foe;  and,  with  a 
SJnnt  as  merciless  as  that  whieh  had  expatriated 
them,  they  roamed  over  the  face  of  the  earthy  itt 
search  of  a  new  land  to  inhabit.  Barbacan,  their 
chie^  was  in  Mesopotamia  when  the  Egyptian  en« 
yoys  reached  him ;  and,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thou* 
sand  horse,  he  instantly  fell  into  Palestine,  before 
the  Christians  suspected  that  he  contemplated  such 
a&  expeditioR. 

The  military  orders,  on  whom  the  defence  of 
Jerusalem  necessarily  devolved,  and  who,  with  ali' 
their  mutual  jealousies,  rarely  heard  the  atabal  of  the 
invader  sounded  in  defiance  on  their  frontier,  with- 
out returning  a  proud  war-blast  to  the  challenge, 
saw  at  once  that  the  open  state  of  the  city  rendered 
il  incapable  of  being  maintained  against  the  over- 
n^elmmg  host  that  was  about  to  assail  it.  The  in* 
habitants  were  therefore  enjoined  to  evacuate  it,  and 
letire  to  Jaflb,  which  was  in  a  defensiUe  condition ; 
vAaHe  the  knights,  with  such  forces  as  they  could 
muster,  prepared  to  wait  patiently  in  the  open  coun- 
try for  a  seasonable  opportunity  of  giving  the  ene- 
my bottle.  Many  of  the  citizens,  accordingly,  qui^ 
ted  Jerusalem ;  but  nmnbers,  unable  to  tear  them- 
selves from  their  household  gods,  duew  up  some 
wieak  intienchments,  and  determined  to  make  an  ef- 
fort aft  defence.  The  Korasmians  found  no  diffi« 
ouky  in  surmomiting  these  fedble  barriers.  They 
entered  the  dty  sword  in  hand ;  and  neither  age  nor 
sax  ¥rere  spared  in  the  horribk  massacre  with  which 
they  celebrated  their  victory.  To  deceive  thefrigi- 
t^  who  had  quitted  the  city,  diey  re^planted  die. 
Christian  standard  on  the  towers ;  and  many  of  the 
wandeien^  fieeing  the  sacied  ensign  still  di^layed^ 
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pasoaded  themselves  that  the  inTaders  had  been  re- 
iMilsed,  and,  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  tinfe 
InightSy  returned  in  search  of  the  homes  ikey  had 
abandoned,  and  were  involved  in  the  general  doom.* 
The  Holy  Church  of  Calvary  itself  was  pro&ned  by 
the  swords  of  these  baibarians ;  and  the  blood  df 
«' crowd  of  hapless  old  men,  nuns  and  children, 
was  ^ed  at  the  Redeemer's  tomb.  Thus  was  Jem- 
aalem  won  from  the  Latin  Chrtstians  by  the  sworda 
of  a  barbarous  people,  never  more  to  be  r^ained^ 
**  Sleeps  Jerusalem, "  says  the  chrcmicler,  ''  sie^ 
in  thymines,  at  this  day  of  little  beautie  and  les86 
strength,  fionous  only  for  what  thou  hast  been. "  f ' 

•  The. Sultan  of  Egypt,  in  virtue  of  his  pledge  to 
the  Korasmian  leader,  sent  a  body  of  troops  to  co* 
operate  with  him;  while,  on  ^e  other  hand,  tlie 
Suhan  of  Damascus,  at  the  urgent  entreaty  of  his 
allies  the  Templars,  despatched  four  thousand  horsev 
under  the  command  of  Moudia,  one  of  his  generals^ 
to  give  the  Christians  succour.  Thou^  the  nume*' 
rical  superiority  of  the  Korasmians  was  very  great, 
the  Christians,  nevertheless,  came  off  victorious  in 
several  partial  conflicts ;  and  at' length,  mainly  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Patriarch,  who  chose  fer  a  time  t6 
lay  aside  his  clerical  character,  and  dictate*  to'  the 
warriors  by  whom  he  was  scmrounded,  it  was  deteN 
mined  to  hazard  a  general  engagement.  The  ann^ 
was  manhalled  in  tibree  bodies,  in  order  of  bottle. 
The  Grandmaster  of  the  HospitaQas,  with  Ida 
iaiights,  supported  by  Sir  Walter  de  Brienne^  Count 
of  Jaffa,  commanded  on  the  left ;  Moucha,  at  liie 
head  of  hb '  Tmkomans,   was  -  intrusted  wiih '  iAit 

nf^ ;  and  the  Tenqilns,  with  the  'native  mSititt, 

•  ^  »        -  . 
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ludd  the  oentie./  The  hearts  of  the  Chnstians  throb' 
bed  with .  a  proud  anticipation  of  victory,  and  they 
ipade  a  gallant  onset ;  but  the  inequality  of  numbers 
.was  too  vast  to  render  their  bravery  of  avail.  The 
Korasmiana  stood  five  to  one  in  the  field ;  and,  to 
increase  this  inunense  disparity,  Moucha  and  the 
'Turkomans  no  sooner  saw  the  combat  waxing  bloody 
*and  de^rate,  than,  firom  cowardice  or  treachery, 
Aey  broke  their  ranks  and  fled.  Undismayed  by 
thar  desertion,  however,  the  Chnstians  maintained 
the  conflict  for  two  whole  days*  Hospitallers  and 
Templars  vied  with  each  other  to  be  foremost  in  the 
battle ;  but,  though  the  field  was  strewn  with  their 
slain  enemies,  a  mere  handful  of  diivalrous  lances 
could  not  penetrate  the  dense  phalanxes  of  baiba- 
nana  against  which  they  dashed  themselves.  Borne 
down  by  a  constant  succession  of  combatants,  and 
unable,  firom  utter  exhaustion,  to  wield  longer  thdr 
bloody  fidchions,  the  Christian  knights  fell  one  by 
one  around  their  bimner.  The  Grandmasters  of  the 
Hospital  and 'Temple,  and  the  Commander  of  the 

•  Tetltonic  Order,  were  all  slain,  fighting  vaHandy  at 
jt^e.  head  of  their  respective  companies ;  and  these 
escaped  from  the  sword  or  captivity  only  thirty^three 
Tf^lars^  sixteen  Hoapitallers,  and  three  Teutonic 
knights. 

'  This  fatal  battle,  whieh  was  fou^t  on  the  eve  of 
Saint  Luke,  1244,  on  the  sea-coast  near  Gaza, 
ji^mpleted  the  calamities  of  the  Holy  Land;  for  it 
^^uanihilated  in  a  manner  that  valiant  militia,  whidi 
hfdf  iSfom  the  days  of  Godfrey,  been  its  chief  bul* 
^wk  and  pride.  Tbe  miserable  remnant  who  espap* 
ed  the  scimitars  of  the  Korasmians,  immured  them- 

•  selmis  wdnn  Acwaibof:  Acre,  where  the  Hospi' 
talleis  chose  William  de  Chateauneu^  a  rigid  oh 


«rrer  of  llie  regular  ducipHne,  wbd  iiBd  pagsed 
^ough  afl  the  offices  of  the  Order,  to  be  their 
chie^  in  the  room  of  the  hero  who  had  so  leoeBtiy 
sealed  his  vow  of  fidelity^  to  the  Cross  with  his 
Hood.  Scarcely  were  they  secnre  in  this  asyluni) 
wlien  the  Korasinians  and  their  Egyptian  allies,  hav«* 
ing  razed  the  fbrtifieatioiis  of  Ascalon,  encamped 
.before  Acre,  and  also  invested  Jaffiu  Sir  Waller 
de  Brienne,  the  Lord  of  the  latter  fortress,  had  been 
made  captive  in  the  kte  battle,  and,  to  induce  hh 
vassals  to  sonender,  he  was  exposed  to  fheir  view 
on  a  gibbet.  Biit,  with  the  hardihood  of  a  valiant 
knight,  he  a^nred  his  soldiers  to  pnt  no  fiiith  in  the 
promises  of  his  captors.  Notwithstanding  this  in- 
trepid  defienoe  his  life  was  spared,  but  it  was  only 
to  reserve  him  for  a  darker  doom  in  an  Egyptian 
dungeon.  The  sword,  however,  which  on  thift 
occasion  smote  the  Christian  ranks  so  mercilessly, 
had  but  a  short-lived  triumph.  Like  locusts,  the 
Korasmians  had  overspread  the  land,  and,  hke  lo» 
custs,  they  began  to  devour  eadi  other,  when  it 
.  ceased  to  Punish  them  with  other  sustenance.  iSan- 
guinary  feuds  broke  out  iii  their  camp;  many  of  them 
fell  in  fratricidal  combats  ;  and  a  still  greater  num- 
ber were  slaughtered  without  mercy  by  the  Syriah 
peasants,  who  pursued  them  with  implacable  re- 
venge wherever  they  wandered.  In  short,  so  16- 
( tally  were  they  exterminated,  that,  from  that  dat^, 
Uiev  name  is  no  more  to  be  found  importantly  hi- 
terwoven  with  the  history  of  mankind. 

Had  the  military  orders  not  possessed  am^ 
means  of  recruiting  their  ranks,  by  drafts  frtsm  ^wir 
European  commanderies,  they  cotdd  scarcely  hxie 
recovered  the  loss  which  they  sustained  in  their  gid- 
lant  but  fritile  effort  to  repel  this  inroad.    In  ChfMl> 


EIGHTEENTH  6RANDMA8TEIU  195 

4|«dom  the  knights  were  still  in  force ;  and  at  this 
yiiry  period,  when  their  banners  were  trampled  in 
4U8t  and  blood  on  the  sacred  soil,  that  of  Saint  John 
was  victorious  in  successive  battles  against  the  Moors 
in  Spain  and  the  Tartars  in  Hungary.  Before  these 
toomphs  became  known  in  Syria,  however,  Christ- 
endom was  again  agitated  by  the  war-shout  of  a  new 
Crusade.  Pope  Innocent  me  Fourth,  who  then  oc» 
ftupied  the  Chair  of  Saint  Peter,  was  duly  instruct- 
iCd^  by  the  Patriarch  oi  Jerusalem  and  his  bishops, 
pi  the  desolation  of  that  city,  and  the  slaughter  of 
its  bravest  champions ;  and  the  ghostly  councillors 
before  whom  he  laid  the  moving  epistle  in  which 
these  &cts  were  communicated,  adjured  him  with 
tears  to  summon  the  nations  of  the  West  once  more 
to  Paynim  strife.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  age  had 
not  so  thoroiighly  evaporated  as  to  be  proof  against 
g  narrative  winch  described  the  servants  of  Christ 
as  decapitated  at  his  tomb,  and  the  ashes  of  the  he* 
imc  Oo^&ey  and  his  successors  as  wantonly  uncof- 
jfined  and  scattered  to  the  winds.  At  a  general 
.council,  convoked  at  Lyons,  it  was  resolved,  that  a 
fCrasade  (the  Eighth)  should  be  preached  through- 
0Ut  Christendom ;  that  £br  four  years,  no  Christian 
prince  should  disturb  the  general  tranquillity ;  and 
jthat  ample  revenues  should  be  contributed  bv  the 
•fiith&d  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  expecution. 
In  no  country  was  this  appeal  so  warmly  entertained 
•as  in  France,  which  was  then  under  the  rule  of 
•Louis  the  Ninth-*^  prince  who  combined,  with  an 
•ezA^efated  piety,  the  best  virtues  that  can  adorn  a 
long,  a  hero,  and  a  man.  While  suffering  under 
.the  pangs  of  a  severe  illness,  he  had  solemnly  pledg- 
^^  himself^  is  was  the  custom  of  the  times,  to  visit 
^e  Holy  Land  as  a  deliverer,  if  health  were  tB- 
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stoied  to  him ;  and  no  sooner  did  he  annoanffg  Iim 
resolution  of  bearing  the  Oriflamme  thither  in  penoii^ 
than  his  three  royid  brothers,  the  Counts  of  Artoiaf 
Poitiers,  and.Anjou,  together  with  the  Duke  of  Buen 
gundy,  and  all  the  renowned  knights  in  his  doi&ixiiaB% 
demanded  permission  to  follow-  hmi.     From  the  moh 
ment  he  determined  to  assume  the  Cross^  he  tkit 
stained  from  all  pomp  of  dress,  and  exchanged  ibm 
royal  purple  for  a  religious  habit.  *     Three  yeias 
elapsed  b^ore  the  sitviation  of  his  kingdom  aUowai 
him  to  depart ;  but,  in  that  interval^  he  seat  anafde 
succours  to  the  East ;   while  the  military  ordu% 
cheered  by  the.  prospect  of  support  £rom  such. a 
quarter,  drained  their  European  priories  both  of  lacsi 
and  treasure  to  enable  tliem  to  make  a  goodly  anay 
in  the  field  when  the  Christian  standard  should  fao 
again  unfurled.     It  had  hitherto  been  a  rule  with 
the  Orders,  to  regard  those  knights  who  yielded! 
themselves  captives  in  ba^le  as  lost  to  the  Cioa^ 
and  to  leave  them  to  die  in  slavery ;  Init,  at  ^ub 
juncture,,  they  held  it  prudent  to  depart  firom  the 
severity  of  their  statutes,  and  offer  a  ransom  to  jAe 
Sultan  of  Egypt  for  the  kiiights  who  had  &llen  intp 
his  hands  when  the  Korasmians  overwhelmed  thesb 
Nogemadin,    a  politic    and  £>rmidable  prince,  in 
whose  reign  the  Mamelukes  were  first  introduool 
into  Egypt,  was  ^  that  timet  its  soverdigxu     The  two 
kniglM^  who  were  intrusted  to  negotiate  the  ransom 
of  their  companions,  were  received  by  him  with -confr 
tumelious  reproaches,  and  their  gold  scomfiilly  se? 
jected.     He  upbraided  them  with  their  mutual  jeai* 
lousies  and  disputes — ^their  treachery  to  their  iEmpfi* 

* 

*  W0^  of  St  Loiiii»  by  JoinviUe,  mmciaX  U  Xhm^gM 
-•wfthe  ViUehardottin  of  tlie  ezpeditioii. 


arbfeaeh  of  the  truce  which  hd  had  con- 
dttflbd  with  the  Earl  of  Comwal],  whom  the  Tem- 
^^us^  in  contempt,  styled  ^  the  boy:"  "  And  yet, 
i&ithe  laie  battle, "  said  he,  ^  I  beheld  those  very 
^emplans,  those  proud  and  arrogant  traitors,  aban- 
don tlMmseves  to  flight ;  and  he  who  bore  the  Bati^ 
MttR^-— that  banner  which' they  boast  of  being  al- 
ways in:  the  firont  of  danger — ^was  the  first  who  fled. 
^^  statutes  of  these  military  knights  restrict  their 
tsoBom  to  their  eapuce  and  girdle ;  and  I  will  not, 
hf  aoe^iting  their  gold,  outrage  divine  justice,  and 
glBS&gthen  their  number.     I  can  make  no  distinc>* 
UoD.  between  a  knight  that  is  a  captive,  and  a  knight 
•tielched  dead  on  the  field. " 
V '  With  ^is  stem  answer,  which '  the  Papal  histb- 
mns  aacffibe  to  a  secret  and  strict  alliance  which  the 
Sidten  is  supposed  to  have   concluded  with  the 
JBmperor  Frederic,  who  detested  both  Orders,  the 
n^otiatttS'  were  forced  to  depart.     The  reproach  of 
ftseason  was,  as  has  already  been  stated,  but  too  ap- 
pKcalde ;  but  that  of  cowardice  was  probably  a  mere 
sport  of  Musaelman  slander.    The  Templars,  equal- 
ly .with  the  Hospitallers  and  Teutonic  knights,  re- 
cnve.&om  the  Christian  historians  the  meed  of  re- 
nown £eft  their  valour  on  the  £ital  eve  of  Saint  Luke ; 
kodi  bad:  their  barniermanbeen,  in  reality,  the  first  to 
torn  bis  back  on  the  battle,  the  survivors  of  the  ri- 
Kil  Orders  would  scarcely  have  consigned  to  oblivion 
schiemaBkable  an  event,  even  to  save  the  honour  of 
Ghrisfctan  knighthood,     l^e  Templars  have  been 
aeousod  of  many  vices,  Mid  not  a  few  dark  charges 
hv{e  obtained  general  credence  against  them;  bttt 
that  of  a  craven  dread  of  the  swords  of  their  ene^ 
IM^  k  not  of  the  uiHnber;  nor  on  the  vague  au- 
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tkority  of  a  prejudiced  advenary  ought  it  to'ba  eiiii 

tertained. 

.  The  King  of  France  havii^  amuiged  the  polifti«« 
cal  circumstances  which  had  procrsstinated  nis  d*»- 
parture,  went  in  solemn  procession  to  the  Abbey  of 
Saint  Denis,  on  the  12th  of  June  1248,  whett 
£udes  de  Chateauroux,  the  Pope's  legate,  delivered 
to  him  the  Oriflamme,  *  with  the  palmer's  scrip  and 
«taff.  He  was  attended  by  his  three  brothers ;  and 
of  the  ^^  princely  quaternion  "  it  has  been  said,  that 
Louis  was  the  holiest,  Alphonso  the  subtiUest, 
Charles  the  stoutest,  and  Robert  the  proudest,  of 
Christian  knights,  f  Having  installed  his  motheiv 
Blanche,  as  regent  of  his  kingdom,  he  embaiked  at 
Aiguesmortes,  at  that  time  a  £mious  port,  but  now 
an  inland  town  several  leagues  from  the  sea,  and  set 
sail  for  Cyprus  on  the  28th  of  August,  at  idiich 
island  he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  twenty  days. 
Henry  de  Lusignan,  who  at  that  time  wore  ibe 
•crown  of  Cyprus,  received  him  widi  maiked  di»* 
tinction.  The  Pope,  who  let  slip  no  opportunity 
of  exasperating  and  humbling  the  Emperor,  had  lo* 
4;ently  conferred  on  Henry  the  title  of  King  of  Je* 
rusalem,  in  right  of  his  mother  the  Princess  AHce^ 
and  that  prince  saw  at  once  the  poHey  of  secorii^ 
the  fiivour  of  a  monarch  who  was  on  his  way^  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  armament,  to  deliver  Paks^ 
tine  from  Moslem  thrall.  Had  Louis  consulted 
his  own  inclinations,  he  would  have  made  but  a 

*  Aureajlanuiuu — ^The  banner  of  the  Abbot  and  Monail^Qr 
of  Saint  Denis.  In  the  reign  of  Charin  the  Seventh,  the 
white  ensign  superseded  it.  The  lance  was  gilded,  and  the 
colour  of  the  materials  of  the  standard  red ;  from  wbicb  dr- 
cumatanees  it  received  in  name.—- 2>»  Conge, 

t  Fuller. 
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fliiort  stay  vt  C^fpniSy  whidi  he  justly  canridefed  aa 
inconvenient  tiil  unhealthy  place  of  lendeKvous; 
hilt  part  of  his  aimy  did  not  arrive  with  the  pane* 
taality  he  anticipated^  and  eight  months  elapsed  be- 
Sore  he  was  able  again  to  put  to  sea.  During  thai 
iafterval,  however,  he  sucoessfiilly  exerted  himself  to 
idfanoe  the  Christian  cause.  Through  his  medi»i 
tiooy  the  uneharitaUe  jealousy  that  subsisted  be* 
liroen  the  Hospitallers  and  Templars  was  allayed ; 
Aid  he  also  compassed  an  adjustment  of  certain 
#flSsrences  which  threatened  to  terminate  in  a  war 
between  Bohemond  the  Fifth,  Prince  of  Antioch^ 
a&d  the  King  of  Lesser  Annenia.  It  was  da* 
ring  his  stay  in  Cyprus  that  the  knights  of  the 
Hospital  and  Temple  consulted  him  as  to  the  libe^ 
itation  of  those  members  of  their  Orders  whom  the 
Sidtan  of  Egypt  held  in  durance ;  and  so  impatient 
were  they  to  obtain  the  fieedom  of  the  captives, 
^tai  they  proposed  to  the  chivalrous  King  to  enter 
into  an  amicciile  accommodation  with  the  Moham* 
vedan  prince.  Louis,  burning  with  holy  zeal,  indigo 
^antly  rejected  the  proposition ;  and  the  enemies  of 
the  Templars,  seeing  them  in  disgrace,  denounced 
the  Grandmaster  of  that  Order  as  a  secret  ally  of 
^  Sultan,  with  whom,  they  averred,  he  had  oei- 
aented  an  unholy  friendship,  by  each  opening  a 
vein,  and  allowing  their  blood  to  flow  into  the  same 
bowL  It  was  not  unusual  £br  the  Infidels,  who  had 
too  frequently  reason  to  complain  of  the  bad  fiuth  of 
the  Christians,  to  ratify  their  compacts  by  a  similar 
ceremony,  and  even  to  mix  the  sanguine  stream  with 
%ine,  and  drink  it  as  a  sacred  libation  ;  *  but  either 
ibe  answer  which  the  Egyptian  prince  is  reported  to 

**  JomriOe. 
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have  given  to  the  ambaBsadors  of  the  raS&tiaay  xsi^ 
den,  who  tried  to  arrange  the  terms  of  ransom,  was 
fiibricaited,  or  else  there  is  no  truth  in  the  allegation; 
•    Louis  at  length  saw  his  armament  in  readiness  to 
menace  the  Paynim  coast,  and  he  accordingly  re-«ni- 
balked  with  his  queen,  the  princes  Robert  and  Charlesr, 
and  the  vast  suite  of  lords  and  gentlemen  who  attend-- 
ed  him.  France  had  almost  beggared  itself,  both  df 
soldiers  and  of  treasure,  to  render  the  expedition  wbf  • 
thy  of  the  august  chief  who  headed  it.  Eighteen  hutt^ 
died 'sails  covered  the  sea  of  Cyprus,  and  at  the  most 
moderate  enumeration,  his  military  force  amounted 
to  fifty  thousand  men.     This  mighty  fleet  sailed  on 
Trinity  Sunday  1249,  and  six  days  afterwaids,  clodied 
in  coimlete  armour,  the  Oriflamme  waving  over  him, 
'Louis  leaped  foremost  on  the  Egyptian  shore,  and 
put  to  fli^t  the  Saracen  phalanxes  that  were  drawfi 
up  on  the  beach  to  oppose  his  landing.     The  cony 
flict  thou^  short,  was  bloody.     Many  French  soh* 
^ers  were  pierced  by  the  Saracen  javelins,  and  on 
the  side  of  the  Infidels  two  Emirs  were  slain.     Da- 
raietta,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  n^hich  the  crusa^ 
ders  d^iarked,  though  the  strongest  fortress  in  Esypt, 
was  instantly  abandoned  by  the  garrison ;  andtHi! 
-inhabitants,  remembering  tlie  terrors  of  thefbrme^a»- 
sault  in  the  days  of -Jonn  de  Brienne,  set  the  citf 
on  fire,  and,  loading  themselves  with  their  most  Va^' 
luable  effects,  fled  by  night  into  the  interior  of -thfe 
country.     Louis,  on  'being  informed  of  this  event, 
entered  the  place  in  triumph ;  and  the  legate  hayin|^ 
purified  the  principal  mosque,   Te  Dettm  was-  s6^ 
lemnly  chanted  in  honour  of  the  victory.  ^ '  \^' 

The  misfortunes  which  had  overtaken*  the ^arix^ 
of  John  de  Brienne,  through  the  obstinacy  of  the 
l^te  Pelagius,  were  still  firesh  in  the  recbUection  of 
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tlie  crusaders ;  and.  the  King  of  France/ apfwdiennve 
p£  a  like  disastrous  issue  to  his  expedition,  were  he 
to  advance  rashly  into  the  interior  of  the  country,;: 
Wits  in  JK)  haste  to  quit  the  fortress  which  had  thus 
fortuitously  &llen  into  his  hands.  At  Damietta,-  he 
was  joined  by  the  two  Grandnu»ters  of  the  military. 
Oidqxs  from  Acre,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  chosen 
Joiights ;  and  also  by  his  brother  the  Count  of  Poitiers 
Yiith.  the  arriere-ban  of  France.  *  There,  oame  like- 
wise  to  the  war  two  hundred  Engli^  lances,  led  by 
the  famous  William  Longespee,  the  feUow-cruaader  of 
the  Earl  of  Cornwall,  whose  chivalrous  nature  never 
beard  unmoved  the  call  to  honourable  war&re,  and 
who,  on  this  occasion,  suffared  his  earldom  -of  Salis-- 
t^ury  to  be  conBscated,  rather  than  remain  at  home 
in  obedience  to  his  King.f  Strengthened  by  these 
reinforcements,  and  encouraged  by  the  general  panic 
yrhich  his  airival  occasioned  in  every  part  of  Egypt, 
Iiouis  held  a  council  as  to  his  future  proceedings  ; 
and  ultimately,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  hia 
bjrpther  the  Count  of  Artois,  and  the  more  impe« 
tvoua  of  hia  barons,  resolvied, .  instead  <  of  attacking 
Alexandria,  as  some  cautious  Lords  reocxninended, 
ip;  advance  directly  on  Grand  Cairo.  . 
.,.^The  army  quitted  Damietta  on  the  2(Mi  of  No- 
"l^fimber ;  and,  scarcely  had  the  Eong  commenced  hia 

Sarch^  when  he  received  intimation  of  the  Sultan, 
cgemadin's  death.  In  the  absence  of  his  son  and 
heir  Tooran  Shah,  who  was  in  Mesopotamia, .  Sa- 
c^e^n,  a  commander  of  note,  whom .  the  Emperor 
Frederic  had  honoured  with  knighthood,  out  of  re- 
spect for  his  miUtary  talents,  took  the  command 
oltbe  Egyptian  .forces.     As  the  crusaders  advanced. 


>' 
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they  Ibond  tlie  country  deserted*  A  profimnd  nl* 
fence  pervaded  it;  and,  for  a  time,  not  so  much  as  a 
skigle  tnrbaned  warrior  crossed  their  line  of  mazch^ 
which  was  exceedingly  slow,  in  consequence  of  it  be^ 
ing  often  necessary  to  dam  up  amdets  of  the  river.  But 
m  they  approached  Massoura,  *  a  town  situated  oh 
the  Thanis,  or  Ashmoum  Inranch  of  the  Nile,  th^ 
Saracens  began  to  show  themselves  in  considerable 
numbers ;  and  at  one  place  the  Ten^lars  nearly  felt 
victims  to  a  stratagem,  infinitely  -more  dangeroun 
dun  open  enmity.  Five  hundred  Egyptian  horse- 
men, affecting  to  be  deserters  from  the  Mohamme^ 
dan  ranks,  came  over  in  a  body  to  the  Sang,  who 
leeeived  them  without  mistmst,  and  placed  them  as 
guides  in  the  van  of  his  army.  But  no  sooner  did 
this  treacherous  band  find  a  fitting  opportunity  to  as-> 
sail  the  Croises  at  a  vantage,  than  they  threw  off  the 
mask  of  friendship,  and  became  merciless  adversaries* 
A  squadron  of  Templars  having  advanced  consider-^ 
ably  in  front  of  the  army,  the  Mameluke  guides  sud> 
dmily  unsheathed  their  scimitars,  and  charged  them 
Willi  shouts  of  battle.  But  the  Knights  of  the*  Redf 
Cross  were  too  fiuniliar  with  the  Saracen  war-ay 
to  yield  at  the -first  onset.  They  rallied  speedily 
round  their  Grandmaster,  and  kept  their  ground  with 
their  usual  valour,  until  their  brethren  in  arms  cam6 
to  their  rescue ;  when  liie  Mamelukes  were  immo* 
feted  to  a  man. 

•   The  Egyptian  Emir  had  intxenohed  himself  on  the 
fiather  lumK  of  the  Ashmoum  canal,  between  it  and* 

*  Mummim,  or  Mimioara,  was  bulk  by  the  Sultan  Kamd,' 
i^.liicr  tune  the  crntBdera,  under.  John  de  Brioine  were  beei^ 
ing  Damietta  — Macrizh  BuL  ofJ>p7uutie$  ofJEffypL  Maik 
aoun,  in  Axabicy  a^gwifipii  The  Victoriotub  • 
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Maflsounu  The  French  encamped  on  the  hither  side ; 
and  the  canal  being  deep  and  unfordabk,  the  King 
attempted  to  raise  a  causeway  across  it;  but  the 
Greek  fire  of  the  Saracens  burnt  the  chas^chateUSf 
or  wooden  galleries,  under  cover  of  which  the  woric 
was  commenced,  and  the  labour  of  a  mcmth  was 
cuined  in  a  day.  These  operations  were  carried  mi 
IB  the  midst  of  constant  skirmishes  with  the  Egyp- 
tian horse.  At  last  a  Bedoueen  Arab,  tempted  by 
five  himdred  golden  besants,  pointed  out  a  for^ 
which  the  Count  of  Artois  entreated  leave  to  se- 
cure, with  the  support  of  the  military  Orders.  The 
King,  knowing  the  impetuous  di^osition  of  the 
pnnce,  hesitated  to  intrust  him  with  so  important 
a  movement ;  but  at  length  he  acquiesced,  on  con-* 
dition  that  the  Knights  of  the  Hospital  and  Tem>> 
pie  should  take  the  van,  and  that  the  Count  should 
attempt  no  fisurther  enterprise  until  the  whole  army 
was  in  a  position  to  co-operate. 

At  break  of  day,  at  the  head  of  fourteen  hundred 
knights,  and  two  hundred  English  crusaders,  conn 
manded  by  William  Longespee,  the  prince  left  the 
French  encampment,  and  flung  himself  into  the 
Ibrd,  which  had  a  firm  bed,  and  was  every  way 
practicable.  Though  three  hundred  Egyptian  horse 
waited  to  receive  him  on  the  opposite  bank,  which 
was  steep  and  elevated,  the  Count  effected  the 
passage  with  trivial  loss ;  and  the  Saracens,  see* 
lug  it  useless  lo  offer  fiirther  resistance,  disbanded 
St  the  first  charge,  and  gallopped  back  to  their  camp* 
Hurried  away  by  a  reckless  ardour,  the  Prince 
Ibrgot  his  pledge  to  his  royal  brother,  and,  de-^ 
spite  the  warning  shouts  of  the  two-  Grandmasteni. 
iKhoLwere  apprehensive  of  strategem,  pursued  the  fu-* 
gitives  sword  in  hand  to  their  intrendimentSy  which 
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he  Entered  along  ¥rith  them  pell*melL  Rashy  how^ 
ever,  as  this  action  was,  it  had  a  triumphant  resuh^ 
The  Saracensy  concluding  that  the  whole  Chsisliaik 
army  had  burst  upon  them,  hastily  abandoned  their 
tents  and  fled ;  while  the  garrison  of  Massouni,  in*> 
leoted  with  the  same  panic,  threw  open  the  gate8»> 
and,  liberating  several  carrier-pigeonsito  announce  ta 
the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  that  all  was  lost,  joined  the 
runiigates  in  their  flight.  Enchanted  with  his  good- 
fortune,  the  French  prince  instandy  proposed  to  the 
Grandmasters  to  foUow  up  the  victory,  by  storming 
Massoura*  *  These  knights  earnestly  entreated. hi» 
to  p^luse.  until  the  whole  of  the  Christian  army  should 
have  crossed  the  canal ;  but  in  vain  did  William  de 
Sonnac,  Grandmaster  of  the  Templars^  a  vetoan 
warrior,  strive  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  this  adtiee, 
by  describing  the  flight  of  the  enemy  as  a  panic 
Iflcely  to  sub^de  the  moment  they  came  to  discover 
the  small  number  of.  troops  brought  i^ainst  thenu* 
Th6  prince,  naturally  proud  and  impadent  of  con- 
trol, imswered  hotly,  "  I  now  see  that  it  is  not  with** 
oat  reason  that  the  Knights  of  the  Ho^ital  and 
Temple  are  accused  of  ravourii^  the  Infidek;  £of 
in  this  speedi,  I  have  proof  of  their  treadieiy  and 
sedition.  It  is  for  selfish  ends  alone  that,  diey  drain 
the  West  of  gold,  and  prevent  the  war  from  beii^ 
brought  to  a  termination.  They  dread  being  snb* 
jected  to  the  dominion  of  the  Western  princes ;  «id 
for  this  base  reason  have  they^pc^oned  so  maa^ 
lords  and  princes,  or  suffered  them  to  peridh.  in 
battle.  .Who  is  there  that  knows  not  with  wbai 
dij^iciiilty  the  Emperor  Fndericesoqped' their 
and  ambushe9  ? ' 

•Mat^PaiM. 
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'^Tliis  was  langiu^  Bot  to  be  borne  tamely  by  the 
soldier-iiioiiks  against  whom  it  was  directed.  They 
n^died^  with. dignity  and  indignation,  *^  Think  you* 
ipwat  piinoe,  that  we  have  .abandoned  onr  ibrtunea 
and  our  homes,  and  taken  .the  teligious  habit  in  a 
^fciange  land,  iriiere  oiir  iives  are  constantly  in  dan- 
ger,- only  to  betray  the  Chiistian  church,  and  to  lose 
our  own  salvation  ?  "  At  the  same  time,  the  Grand- 
master  of  the  Templars,  transported  with  resentment, 
oded  out  to  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Order,  "  Dis- 
phqr  your  banner ;  arms  and  death  must  this  day  de- 
cidft  out  £ite  and  honour*  While  united,  we  were 
invincaUe ;  but  divisioa  will  destroy  us. "  .    t 

WiQiam  Longsword,  who  had  for  some  time  hem 
cimoaious  to  .the  Count,  *  interposed,  and  endear 
V0ured  to  restore  anutyy  by  .pointing  out  to  :the 
£ien^  piinoe  the  respect  which  the  counsel  of  so 
o^perienced  a  soldier  as  De  Sonnac  was  entitled  to 
obtain.  But  the  Count  answered  him  slightingly^ 
aahe  had  diHie>  the  Grandmaster ;  andj  in  alluaon  to 
a^ouirent  belief^  .that  the  English,  by  way  of  puni^ 
mcnt  for  the  murder  of  Thomas  a  Becket,  had  been 
leduoed  to  l2ie  oondhion  of  brutes,  exclaimed,  ^^  Bek- 
hold  the. courage  of  these  cravens,  who  wear  tailsJ 
How  fbrtunaite  would  it  be  for  ^e  army  if  we  were 
gait  of  .  them  I  "  ! 

- ' '  The '  Engli^  *  Iqiigbt's  indignation  threatened  to 
blaie.  out  at  this  eoarse  gibe ;  but  he  scorded  to  no- 
^<  it  &£&eK  -thap  by  saying,  ^^  Coiuit  Robert,  l 
will:  go  so  &r  indknger  this  day,  that  you  shall  not 
Mn  dare  to  keep  at  the>  tail  of  my  horsed "  This 
btttt^bloaBi. dosed  the ;akercati(«.    Inflamed  by  pafr* 

...  J 

*  FvUer,  b.  4.  e.  14.  p.  194. 
VOL.  I.  .       .  .•      M 
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flbti,  and  regttdkabai&e  rf<iiaapBne  and  €0*«pera^ 
turn,  die  cnanden  fivDg.tiMBaadmay  in  mad  nvalxy, 
inlo  Mosaonta,  and  be^  lo  piHaga  that,  ci^  A 
aauitt  kmd,  howwer^  haadad  by  the  Couat  cf  Ajetoi% 
coBtianad  tka  pOEBiiit;  and  no  aoonw  did  the  Ajmg 
Sanoana  disoow  ihe  aameaiCBl  vakaigii^  df  lUn 
•WMquiahCTa,  l^ian  they  zaSiad,  and  ivitb.  thaw  U8«|l 
impetftoaky  laiiwiid  ih»  cooflict.  Bsndoodaiy  a^bfiive 
a^dieiV  n^o  f^bevwaub  unirped  dia  auprerae  f0mmr; 
took  the  pbce  of  liie».  laa^^  Saoedea%  wha  Jm4 
been  ahan ;  »m1  the  Fienc^  iwara  (bbwi  back  m  ^&k- 
oader^  and  finread  to  aeek  mbag^ikk  Maaaennh  v^sid^ 
the  Mamehikargenacal  iaateaaly  kveeted,  and  at  «he 
anne-tiine  threw  a  posrerfiil  bodyof  tvoopa  between 
liha  te^wn  and  the  amy,  iriMb  'was  advancing  wiA 
Ife  King  at  its  head.  No  aooner  did  the  inhribi. 
lanto  oi  Maascnua  diaoo^rer  die  ^penleua  nbna^on  of 
thaatiangeiB  who  had  aong^  ahalter  b^nnd  ttmr* 
JManpait%  than  diey  openly  engaged  them  in  the^atneta. 
Stone%  anrowa^  and  Gnaek  ftle,  waae>  ahoweied  ineai^ 
aandy  onthe  Chxistiana  fiiom  ^e  topa  of  the  honaea^ 
and  in  this  tenable  eomhat,  th»  Cnant  of  Arfeeia^ 
4he  TaUaitf  Lei^aaee^  and  aaavlyafl  the  kni^tfB>  4^ 
the  Hoapitai;  and  Tenfdi,  penahed.  Itis^aidd,  tha^ 
in  ^e  heat  o£  the  battle^  the  OMMii'a  heart  anole 
Urn  for  his  fonner  arrogance ;  and,  turning  to  JLoi^ 
fspea^  he>  exdabae^  ^  flyv  %V  for  G^fig^ts  t^ 
gainst  ttsT'  But  the  EngMi' S«l»  bmvaly  Nplied» 
**  God  finUd  that  my  fidbar's  aon-  ahoidd  flee  hmm 
the  fiasa  o£  a  Sancoi.! "  and  daahii^  nahoned  and 
wounded^  into thaithichaat  o£aha> ooiSiol,  hebreaAir 
-cd £Mth  hia gallant apiiato» a pii&of  ak^  *«  .The 
Giandmaster  of  Saint  John  was  made  captive ;  and 

•  HiUfyt,  vol.  iL 
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sttsnthf  8  knii^  of  naown  esnptfdy  aave  the  Giand^ 
i9'»lcr  of  lliv  Tmnpbn^  wImn  depnyed-  of  «n  eye» 
iftd  cavrnxd:  wkh.  i7«ouBd%  cui  his  way  through  die 
cMBmj^  nolb  hmeLy  stiei^flh'awfficifiiit  to  support  him 
lo  the  Kii^'»  pmcDce*  Only  four  Hospitalkray 
ftbMe  TempliBSy  and  tfano'  Teutonic  kiugbls»  survived 
iiiu  diSBStroiiB  fight** 

The  French  King  no  eeoo«c  became  awaie  of  hia 
Iffollier's  jeopaidy,  intelligenoe'  at  which  was  brought 
him  hj  Evart  de  Serer^,  a  knig^  who  had  received 
9-  fnffML  8ctBBitai>-gMh  aa  die  £ioe»  f  than  he  made 
iaete  to  crmb  the  ABfamoBm  canal,  with  the  hope  of 
^MventiDg  die- total  root  of  hia  vanguard*    In  his 
advance,  he  was  met  by*  the  Twnplari  William  de 
Sonnacy  ooveied  witb  <knil  and  Uood ;  and,  roused 
to  Tengeanoe  by  ibe  t»Ift  of  defeat,  of  which  that 
len^t  was  Am  beanry  I^ouisy.  chid  ia  burnished  maily- 
kntendy  dungeilliie  Egyptian  host  ia  pemouy  fight- 
ing galumtly  in  the  haunt  of  the  bettk*    In  iJbis  le- 
wvmd.  engagenHOl^  die?  Gtnndmeflter  of  the  Tern* 
jl^ttie,   who  had>  aheadf  lent  one  eye»  received  a 
wiCHiiid  itodieFOthei,  wUditenttinated  his  existence, 
lihtfaeen  and  ChrialHB'  mutual  claimed  the.victory ; 
IM  ahhoughit  may  have  be«i  that  the  crusadera 
v*ai»  titemphant^  tbfi  ultimBte.  result  could  scarcely 
Iwe^been  laae  huneatable'thoug^  they  had  suffered 
jl-total  defeat.     A  Saraeea  force  out  off  aU  commu- 
flMtion  between  them  and  Damietta ;  all  supplies 
tmft  niaroepted;  and  a  fetal  disease  broke  out  in 
IW  eamp^  m  conaaquence  of  the  pestilential  air  aris« 
ing^m  the  unbimed  bodies,  and  of  the   troops 
b^h^  reduced  to  ealedswhieh  had  fed  on  corpses  in 

ji:. 
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l^e  river.  This  shocking  dkorder  shrivelled  theiF 
fi^h  to  the  bone,  and  made  their  very  gums  rot  away« 
Louis  would  gladly  have  retreated  to  Damietta ;  hat 
while  he  was  meditating  a  retrograde  movement,  the 
Saracens  burst  into  his  camp,  and  commenced  a  ge- 
neral slaughter  of  the  debilitated  multitude  that  fill« 
ed  it.  The  King  himself  was  oppressed  with  the 
prevalent  disorder ;  but  no  sooner  did  he  agaia  hear 
the  Moslem  war-cry,  than  he  graesped  his  battle-axe^ 
and,  supported  by  Sir  Godfrey  de  Sergines,  thieiT 
himself  into  th^  midst  of  the  assailants*  Sergines^ 
who  watched  vigilantly  over  his  safety,  succeeded^ 
after  a  time,  in  drawing  him  from  the  combat,  and 
carried  him  to  a  viUage,  wounded,  and  overcome 
with  lassitude.  The  Orientri  annalists  confess,  that 
Louis  might  have  escaped  if  he  could  have  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  abandon  the  gallant  army  which  the 
scimitars  of  the  Saracens  were  mowing  down  around 
him;  but  the  royal  crusader  was  incapable  of  sudi 
base  desertion.  Reduced  by  disease  to  a  state  €^ 
utter  helplessness,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  along  with 
the  Counts  of  Anjou  and  Poitiers,  and  the  great- 
er part  of  his  chivalrous  followers^  Their  captors 
behaved  with  rare  generosity.  The  King  and  his  no- 
bles, instead  of  being  loaded  with  chains,  were  cloth- 
ed with  robes  of  honour,  and  treated  with  humantty 
and  kindness ;  but  ^ose  captives  who  were  too  ill  or 
too  poor  to  redeem  their  tives  by  service  or  ransom, 
were  barbarously  put  to  death ;  and  the  ramparts  of 
Cairo  were  decorated  with  a  circle  of  Christian 
heads.  * 

This  expedition  bore  a  strikii^  resembknoe,  in 
many  respects,  to  that  of  John  de  Brienne,  which 

*  Savar)-,  Lettres  siir.l'Egyptc. 
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the  arrogance  of  the  legate  Pelagius  had  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  Infidels  in  the  same  pestilen- 
tial marshes.  Louis  ransomed  himself  and  his  army 
by  the  payment  of  eight  hundred  thousand  besants,  * 
and  the  restitution  of  Damietta ;  and  as  the  royal 
treasure-chest  was  unable  to  Aimish  the  stipulated 
amount,  the  King  soHcited,  a  loan  from  the  miUtary 
Orders.  The  Hospitallers  assisted  him  to  the  ul- 
saoat extent  of  their. means;  but  the  Templais  op- 
posed the  institutes  of  the  Order  to  his  request ; 
and,  on  the  argument  of  necessity,  he  made  a 
forcible  appropriation  of  the  funds  in  their  coffers. 
By  the  treaty  which  settled  the  terms  of  ransom,  a 
ten  years  truce  was  concluded  between  the  bellige- 
nents.  Scarcely  had  the  Sultan  ratified  it,  when  his 
Mamelukes— -the  warlike  slaves  who  had  achieved 
the  victory  for  him — revolted  against  his  authority ; 
and  in  the  flush  of  conquest,  Tooran  Shah,  the  last 
Sukan  of  the  Ayoubite  race,  fell  a  victim  to  their 
ftrocity.  Notwithstanding  this  untoward  event,  the 
treaty,  after  some  procrastination,  was  recognised, 
as  &r  as  respected  the  King's  dehverance  ;  and,  with 
the  relics  of  his  army,  he  was  permitted  to  depart 
^1250).  Two  years  after  his  departure,  a  report 
being  spread  in  Egypt  that  the  Franks  contemplated 
another  descent  at  Damietta,  the  place  was  razed, 
fio  that  not  a  vestige  remained  save  the  grand  mosque ; 
and  eleven  years  afterwards,  the  Sultan  Bendocdar 
dosed  the  Damietta  mouth  of  the  Nile  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  render  it  inaccesable  to  large  veseeh^ 
The  modem  Damietta  stands  on  the  same  side,  a 
league  and  a  half  higher  up  the  river,  f 

■ 

•  About  ^£16,000. 
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UnwOling.to  retnm  to  Fiance  with  ihit  8tig^BW(4if 
'defiBflt  on  htt  renown,  Jjowb  was  poevaiksd  vfoUf  iif 
the  represeatations  of  the  HospitaSen  and  T«B)r 
pkoB,  who  slill  it^aided  the  situation -of  the  Holy 
dLand  as  exceeding^  imsetable  and  pncarious^  t# 
lepair  to  Acre.      During  the  fonr  yaava  that  he 
iii^|8fed  on  the  Syxian  isoaat,  aneh  was  the  inaecDr 
lity  of  Palestittey  which  was  .conatantly  desokted- 1^ 
the  wami^  honies  of  Egnrt  and  DaniianuB,  db^ 
idtimately  joined  forces  a^unst  the  Christians^-  tbil 
he  never  iud  die  satiafiiction  of  i]npk)ring  the  hlemt 
ii^  of  heaven  on  his  expedition  at  the  tamh  of 
dhrist.     The  Bidtm  of  DaraascnBy  on  one  tMaasifNi^ 
offered  him  safe-conduct  to  and  fiom  the  Holy  Citf  s 
hot  Louis,  though  he  earnestly  desirad  to  behold 
the  sacred  phusea,  refiiaad,  aa  Ricfaaid  G«ar-de«Iiion 
had  done  before  him,  to  visit  Jeraaalem  with*a  pahi^ 
er's  staff.  During  his  sojourn  at  Acre,  he  leeeiared.aa  * 
embassy  from  tlx  Old  Man  of  the  Moantsin,  wtho 
sent  two  of  his  ssoiasiiru  to  cttct  the  triboke,  mf 
sa&ty-biibe,  which  pfincas  were  inthe  habit  of  pagrr 
ing  hinu      Theae  deputies  rspaesentad,  that  £n»r 
d«nc  of  Germaay,  Andrew  of  Hagary,  the  SnitBna 
of  Egypt,  and  many  odicr  potantafees,  had  pod 
it,  knowing  wdl  that  they  held  their  limsaote^Jit 
the  Mountain  Chieftain's  jdeasure;  .and  that  Looia 
must  either  subsoibe  to  die  costom,  or  proome  the 
Lord  of  the  Mountain  an  exemption  non  die  td* 
bute  which  he  was  compiled  to  pay  to  the  Gcmd- 
masters  of  the  Hospital  ^md  Tmfik. *     Hwa- 
aoys  were  adced  lAy  they  did  not  sacrifice  the 
Grandmasters  who  subjected  ^em  to  this*exaetion; 
to  which  they  replied,  that  diough  one  Grandmaster 
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Bi^ht  be  skin,  another  would  instantly  rise  up  in 
ids  room ;  and  that  no  advantage,  therefore,  could 
Te^fok  from  his  immolation.  The  King,  diadaining 
to  treat  with  such  barbarians,  referred  them  to  the 
Grandmasters ;  whereupon  the  Hospitaller,  William 
de  Chateauneu^  after  declaring  that  their  character 
of  deputies  alone  prevented  him  from  ordering  them 
%0  be  thrown  into  the  sea,  commanded  them  to  re* 
t«Bm  to  their  cMe^  and  tell  him,  th^t  unless  he  made 
Mtisfiiction  to  the  King  for  his  insolence  within 
Meen  day%  the  knights  of  the  two  Orders  would 
see  to  has  dias^meiit.  Within  die  time  lunited, 
liie  amend  feqored  was  made,  aeoompanied  by  the 
^  of  a  shirt  and  a  ring  to  tine  King,  in  token  of 
attadbnent  and  protection* 

Louis,  having  wpaircd  the  fcrtifioatioBs  of  Aiexe, 
afid  rebuilt  those  of  Saide,  Caesarea  and  Jaffa,  em- 
bariced  £or  Frtamt  in  Apol  lfiS4.  He  left  tJie  Sy- 
tana  Qrdii^sinfl  a  eonsidcKabie  suocomr  ba&  of  troops 
aad  money ;  aad^  thoa^  he  had  gathered  no  vioto* 
litiTtts  luends  in  his  tnmsmaninc  fgptdilaoB,  hecap- 
lisd  back  with  him  to  Borope  the  adrair8lao&  not 
mif  of  has  Chiisiiaft  allies,  Irat  of  his  Saracen  fees, 
ftiko  loMw  not  whether  to  honmir  him  most  fi>r  his 
«Bldur  in-iiar,  or  his  ibotitvidB  inder  defeat. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 

Sanguinary  Feuds  between  the  Sbspittdlers  and  Templars — 
V^orous  Admim^ration  of  Hugh  de  Rend — Loss  of  <ftr 
Catties  of  Amsut  and  Saphoury — Conquests  ofSemdoedar 
•—The  Ninth  and  iMst  Crusade — Exploits  of  I*rinot 
Edward  of  England — Fated  Expedition  of  Saint  Zmuis 
to  A fricti-'- Council  of  Lyons — Loss  of  Margmt — Siege 
of  Acre — Expulsion  of^ke  Jjatinsfrom  Me  Holy  Land, 

The  departure  of  Louis  placed  the  Grandmasters 
of  the  military  orders  once  more  at  the  head  of  the 
kingless  government  of  Palestine ;  and  the  Pope, 
anxious  to  show  his  sense  of  the  past  services  of  the 
Hospitallers  in  the  cause  of  the  Cross,  and  to  incite 
them  to  future  exertions,  hestowed  upon  them  the 
monastery  of  Mount  Tahor — a  structure  built  in 
the  manner  of  a  fortress — and  the  Castle  of  Be* 
thany,  which  had  also,  prior  to  the  loss  of  Jerusa-' 
lem,  been  a  religious  retreat.  The  position  of  these 
places  rendered  the  grants  more  penlous  than  bene- 
ficial to  the  Order;  for  the  garrisons  v^ch  the 
Grandmaster  thought  it  prudent  to  station  in  them, 
were  exposed  to  constant  jeopardy  from  the  dose 
vicinage  of  the  Damascene  territory.  The  Order,  a 
short  time  afi;erwards,  fortified  Karac,  a  castle  be- 
tween Area  and  Tortosa,  in  the  county  of  Tripoli ; 
and  a  hundred  knights,  with  a  body  of  stipendiary 
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troops,  were  also  placed  in  the  Castle  of  Azotas,  or 
Assur,  another  important  post.  Unfortunately,  though 
these  warrior-monks  were  sensible  that  party  colH- 
sions  among  the  Syrian  Christians  had  been  the 
cause  of  most  of  the  disasters  that  had  be^en  them, 
and  that,  without  unanimity,  the  kingdom  of  Jerusa« 
Iran  would  speedily  pass  away,  the  ambitious  feuds 
subsisting  between  them  and  the  Templars  burst 
forth  about  this  period  (1259)  with  unexampled 
▼iolence.  Instigated  by  that  mutual  jealousy  and 
boundless  arrogance  which  perpetually  huiried  them 
into  disputes  touching  precedency  and  military  prow- 
ess, they  proceeded  from  insolence  to  open  war. 
Wherever  the  White  and  Red  Crosses  met— -save 
when  in  opposition  to  the  Paynim  banner — ^these 
symbols  of  a  meek  and  charitable  creed  were  drench- 
ed in  kindred  blood.  From  single  combats,  the  ca- 
vaBers  came  to  attack  each  other  in  detachments; 
and  at  length  the  eliie  of  the  two  fraternities  met 
in  a  general  engagement.  Never,  in  the  ranks  of 
Moslem  war,  had  they  fought  with  more  despera- 
tion than  on  this  fratricidal  field.  Victory  frivoured 
die  Knights  of  Saint  John  ;  and  scarcely  a  Templar 
survived  to  proclaim  the  issue.  *  The  remnant, 
too  weak  to  take  revenge,  had  to  suppress  their 
rage ;  and,  in  the  course  of  time,  new  companions 
from  Europe  gradually  restored  the  Order  to  its 
former  strength.  Fortunately,  before  it  was  suffi- 
ciently recruited  to  cope  once  more  with  the  Order 
of  Saint  John,  civil  discord  was  foigotten  in  the 
mmre  honourable  ambition  of  overwhelming  the  ene- 
mies of  the  State.  In  the  midst  of  these  domestic 
broils,  one  redeeming  virtue  still  maintained  its  pre- 

*  Mat.  Paris,  846. 


tmmmce.  Thk  Kai^tito  never  lorgol  tliat  tht  Wf- 
vont  pabraer  iras  ■dependaat  011  then  fer  sncoo^ 
and  pioteotion ;  and,  eTen  a*  ihe  time  ^eir  swevds 
were  reddened  with  die  blood  of  their  Chriatiab 
brethren,  the  ^louaes  of  the  Hocpitaflen  wew  open 
to  every  weary  jMlgrim  who  sought  Mlie£ 

Hie  Grandmaster,  Wittiam  de  Chatenaneuf,  died 
in  ifi59,  and  "was  succeeded  by  Hugh  de  Revel,  a 
tcadet  of  a  noble  hwaky  of  Ani«rgne.  *  It  was  in 
due  gnndinastershiip,  or  at  thecloae  of  tbit  of  Wilfiain 
de  -Chatesimeni^  that  ike  knights'were  an&oriased,  hj 
a-buH  of  Pope  Alexander  the  Fonrth,  to  wear  a  UacK 
tikMkf(i3lmnydeamgras)  m  hospital,  and  a  Ted  tunie 
beanag  a  white  cioas,  in  the  eamp,  to  dietk^aiiaii 
4heni  £eom  the  serving-brothers,  f  It  was  in  this 
government,  too,  diat  ihe  representative  of  Saint 
Peter  iiiat  formally  eonfenred  on  their  chiief  the  tilla 
of  'Groitn^mester.  ^  Sevand  important  changes^vftte 
also  effected  ia  regivd  to  the  management  of  liie  re* 
^venues  of  the  Order.  HidMrto,  the  pianeeiy  estates 
«hieh  it  possessed  in  almost  eVery  connfary  en  Chris- 
itendom,  bad  been  nnder  ihe  superintendence  <£ 
•kni^tts  dignified  with  thetitle of  Freccptars  or  Com* 
mandezs,  1^0,  after  •deducting  wte  was  leqvbed  fir 
•file  subsistence  of  their  pveoeptaEies,  remitted  iha 
•jesidtie  to  the  Suprane  Hcniae  and  Treasury  of  liw 
Order.  But,  as  it  sometimes  happened  tint  the  ex- 
penses of  these  administrations  were  e^valmt  to 
•th«r  reviennes,  and  as  the  Order  had  repeatedfy  es* 
pcrienced  1^  disadvantage  of  having  a  fluc^Mltn^ 
uceme,  it  was  dotennmed,  in  a  ^nend  Gfanptar 
hM  at  Csesarea,  that  eadi  Commandery  dioukl  pi^ 

*  Bougdin.  Chron.  of  Malta.         f  SebttitiaiL  PaolL 
t  Boisgdin. 
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9«&iBdtRim.iiuiiia%9iilo  the  pdbiic  diesL  These 
dmmmadenaB  woe  alkmudB  tanged  uoder  diffiaw 
«Bt  PrittMB ;  and  it  ms  the  Pnor's  du^  te  oveatat 
them,  md  forward  to  Palestine,  '^  either  in  troopB 
or  money,  the  cxdinary  contzihatioiis,  whidi  wen 
ati^ed  respontions^  and  might  be  augmented  or  di» 
#M»^«»*>^  aoGording  to  ihe  occasions  of  the  Oxdei^ 
{mnnanit  to  the  regulations  and  decrees  of  the  Chap 
ler."  *  By  the  same  Gfaipter,  and  consonant. with 
&/pnnci^  faaaided  on  their  vow  of  poverty,  the 
Kna^ts  were  Ibibidden  to  make  wilky  appoint  heirs, 
«ir  bequeath  any  kj^pcies  whatever,  not  even  to  the 
lestent  of  an  eoLleaoidinary  gntuity  to  iheir  aei^* 
seats,  without  the  ^iqaaess  oonseiJEt  of  the  Grandmas- 
ter.  Thus,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  they  subsGctbed 
to  a  statute,  framed  m^ety  to  pander  to  anstoccati- 
eal  pretence^  they  rivetted  others  which  annihilated  in* 
dypfiduslity  of  intKost,  and  rendered  them  rich  only 
in  their  jooUeGthne  capuiif. 

Though  the  &uds  wiih  the  Knights  of  the  Temple 
had  tonnmated  be&ie  Hu^  de  Revel  succeeded  to 
the, government,  he  whs  allowed  but  a  short. respite 
fam  the  periloBS  caves  ineident  to  his  stataon.  Bi- 
bBtt»  or  Bendocdar,f  the  Mameluke  who  had jnd- 
lied.his  Aompaniona  in  annsao  gallantly  on  the  &td 
4»y  ■'  of  Massount,  had  risen,  hy  great  talents  and  a 
laemikflB  exoocise  of  his  dagger,  to  the  throne  of  & 
gypt.  Three  Mamefa^  chie&  had  preceded  himin 
theai^weme  andioEi^;  ihe  laat  of  whom  having  been 
aflBsaBumled  at  his  instigatioQ^  under  pretence  that 
he^paid  too  ^Esat  a  select  to  .the  treaty  with  the 

♦  Veitot. 

f  «  The  fnU  name  of  this  genileiDan  was  Al  Malek  al  Bha- 
ker  Kokneadln  AbuSelli  Bliiars  al  Alai  al  Bundolcdari !  **^ 
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CiiristianSy  he  no  sooner  fornid  the  diadem 'fiimly 
fixed  on  his  brow,  than  he  commemocated  his  aooea- 
sion  by  a  bloody  inroad  into  Palestine  (1263).  His 
Mamelukes,  savage  as  the  Korasmians,  and  entertain- 
ing a  ferocious  antipathy  to  all  the  followers  of  Christ, 
carried  fire  and  sword  to  the  very  gates  of  Acre. 
The  churches  of  Nazareth,  and  the  monastic  fortress 
of  Mount  Tabor,  were  demolished,  and  the  ooimtiy 
was  almost  depopulated  by  these  barbarians,  who,  at 
length,  invested  the  Castle  of  Assur  (1265),  one  of 
the  strongest  places  in  Palestine,  which  had  ninety 
chosen  Hospitallers  among  its  defenders.  After  sus« 
taining  several  assaults,  the  fortress  was  at  last  redu* 
ced ;  but,  in  the  breach  by  which  he  ^tered  it,  the 
Mameluke  leader  passed  over  the  corpses  of  the  whole 
of  its  intrepid  defenders,  who  had  fellen  to  a  man  at 
their  posts. 

In  the  following  year,  the  Knights  of  the  Temple 
sustained  a  similar  reverse.  Bendocdar,  after  ravage* 
ing  the  neighbourhood  of  Acre,  Tyre,  and  Tripoli, 
laid  siege  to  the  fortress  of  Saphet,  or  Saphoury^ 
which  made  an  obstinate  defence ;  but,  at  length,  its 
Governor,  the  Prior  of  the  Temple,  seeing  his  works 
ruined,  and  the  enemy  on  the  point  of  entering 
sword  in  hand,  agreed  to  a  capitulaticm.  One  of  the 
articles  of  surrender  stipulated,  that  the  Prior,  with 
his  kni^ts  and  stipendiary  troops,  to  the  number  of 
six^iundred  men,  should  have  safe  convoy  to  the 
nearest  Christian  station ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  SuU 
tan  find  himself  in  possession  of  the  fort,  and  see  ka 
defenders  disarmed,  than  he  announced  to  them,  that 
they  had  only  a  few  hours  to  choose  between  con- 
version to  Imamism  and  death.  The  Prior,  vibo  was 
a  pious  and  honourable  knight,  at  once  chose  the 
nobler  destiny ;  and,  aided  by  two  Franciscan  monkS| 
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So  dFectually  exhorted  his  companions  in  arms  to 
prefer  martyrdom  to  apostasy,  that  they  one  and  all 
tmanimously  refused  to  renounce  their  creed.  Ben- 
docdar,  exasperated  at  their  firmness,  ordered  the 
Prior  and  his  ghostly  assistants  to  be  flayed  alive  ;  * 
and,  by  the  slaughter  that  followed,  the  illustrious 
militia  of  the  Temple  were  again  almost  all  de- 
stroyed. 

The  conquest  of  the  Castles  of  Assur  and  Saphet 
was  only  the  commencement  of  Bendocdar's  triumphs. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  consternation  of  the  Chris- 
tians at  the  fiill  of  so  many  of  their  choicest  cham- 
pions, he  reduced  Jaffa  and  the  Castle  of  Beaufort, 
and,  at  length,  extended  his  operation  to  the  import- 
ant city  of  Antioch,  which,  either  through  treachery,  or 
die  cowardice  of  its  inhabitants,  threw  open  its  gates 
without  even  the  formality  of  a  siege  (1268).  Like  a 
genuine  son  of  the  desert,  Bendocdar  left  them  small 
reason  to  exult  in  their  debasement ;  for  seventeen 
thousand  victims  fell  under  the  scimitars  of  his  Ma- 
melukes, and  an  hundred  thousand  were  carried  into 
slavery.  Lastly,  Laodicea,  and  the  stronghold  of 
Karac,  submitted  to  his  arms.  The  Knights  of  Saint 
John,  to  whom  the  last  named  fortalice  appertained, 
defended  it  with  the  same  bravery  that  they  had  done 
that  of  Assiu*.  Rejecting  every  proposal  to  capitu- 
late, the  Knights,  on  whom  its  defence  devolved, 
perished  in  the  breach,  and  the  Sidtan  entered  it 
over  their  mangled  remains.  The  Prince  of  Tripoli 
preserved  the  shadow  of  sovereignty,  by  the  sacrifice 
(yf  half  his  possessions ;  and  Acre  itself  escaped  be- 
ing stormed,  solely  by  a  report  that  the  King  of  Cy- 
|)rus  had  despatched  an  amuunent  to  its  reVijS, 
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in  die  spiang  of  1271^  Prince  IjdRvwd  of  "Ei^ 
knd,  afterwsadB  King  £dw8idthe  Hrsl;»  whe  kiwi 
assumed  tlie  Cross  akng  -wkh  Low  of  ErwKiB'in  a 
new  crasade  (dse  nantkand  last),  idlmti  never  leasilr 
ed  the  shores  of  Palestine^  and  fixim  which  tbe  £i^' 
llsh  s^arated  themselves  ahnosit  at  the  outset-,  arrived 
al  Acre  with  a  thousand  men.     This  small  bm^ 
which  included  several  English  Lords  of  xenoini^ 
was  calculated  to  excite  but  HttliB  dxead  among  the 
Infidels ;  but  il  was  led  by  a  Rantagenet,  and  ibfff 
trembled  to  hear  dmt  a  Pnnce  of  the  laee  of  C<m^ 
de-Lion  had  taken  the  field.     The  ChnsdaBS  UHik 
eomfoit  and  cottni£:e  at  his  amval  r  and  the  Sultan  of 
£g^  no  BoonTbLme  »w«  of  the  new  enemy  he 
had'  to  contend  with,  than  he  withdrew  his  MaaiM;- 
hikes  from  the  vicini^  of  Acre,  pursued  by  the 
English  leadecy  ^"^>  hy  the  jtoidtiooL  of  the  Iiatiii 
diivahy  of  PalestiDe,  found  hasHtde  acmy  sw^ 
ed'  to  seven  duiasBnd  mem.    Naaanilb  was  wicatr- 
«d  fi«tn  the  Egyptians,   and  a  powiaifal  body  of 
them  dfefeited  and  put  to  ffi^.      But  ihe-  ta» 
umpha  of  ^e  En^h.  Fcince  were  tarnished*  hy 
a  sanguinary  xraplacabffifty  whidi    aAeim«d»   eoit 
Scotland  teass  of  blood;  and  ike  batrbaiilies  that 
^graced  his  entsance  into  Naaaradi.  ware  an  qntome 
of  those  which  stained  die  conipiett  of  Jemsafem  by 
the  first  cunoade,  ♦     From  that  da^  viBtory- daseitedi 
the  Enghsk  bnmer.     Siekness  attadDed  the  mmy^ 
and  Edward  not  only  suffered  from  the  prevalent  di»- 
lempeiv  but  nanrovdy  escaped  widi.  life  from  a  nm^r 
derer^s  poniard.     A  hncd  sawiwmi)  by  means  €& « 
frigned  tale^  frmnd  admittanee  into  his  <^iamber,  mid 
thrice  wemtdad  him  with  a  poisoned  dagger ;  biitthe 

•  ChnMft  oflfiiilvoi,  i  841.  1 V.      ^\ 
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bne  which  rendered  it  imperative  that  every  postu- 
lant of  the  first  class,  except  the  sons .  of  Countl^ 
and  persons  of  a  higher  rank  and  quality,  shotild  be 
of  legitimate  birth,  and  the  offering  of  parents  no- 
ble alike  in  name  and  in  arms.  The  same  statute 
was  made  applicable  to  nims  of  the  Order ;  and  by 
another  decree,  candidates  who  had  previously  worn 
the  habit  of  any  other  institution  were  declared  ify- 
admissible.  The  employment  of  strange  confessors 
was  also  expressly  prohibited,  unless  sanctioned  by 
the  Bishop  in  ordinary  of  the  Order.  In  these 
monastic  cares,  however,  which  indicate  the  progiess 
v£  aristocratical  distinction,  and  the  gradual  disi^ 
pearance  of  that  humility  which  was  so  conspicuous 
in  the  in^cy  of  the  fraternity,  the  Grandmaster  did 
not  lose  sight  of  the  jeopardy  of  his  adopted  coun- 
try. No  sooner  was  the  truce  with  Bendocdar  rati- 
fied»  than,  in  company  with  the  Grandmaster  of  the 
Templars,  he  departed  for  Europe,  in  the  hope  of 
once  more  stirring  up  the  Princes  of  the  West  to 
succour  the  heritage  of  Christ.  Gregory  the  Tenth, 
a  scion  of  the  noble  house  of  Visconti,  at  that  time 
filled  Saint  Peter's  chair.  He  had  beheld  with  faig 
own  eyes  the  desolation  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  had 
left  it  to  take  possession  of  the  Papal  throne,  vnA 
the  Psalmist's  words  on  his  lips — ^*  If  I  foiget  thee, 
.0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  her  eunnii^  1  ? 
The  Grandmasters  found  him  actively  employed  in 
gathering  together  the  elements  of  a  new  crusade  : 
and,  at  their  instigation,  he  summoned  a  genenj 
eouncil  to  assemble  at  Lyons,  as  the  surest  means  of 
inciting  the  fidthfiil  to  make  another  effort  for  the 
redemption  of  Palestine. 

Four  years  prior  to  the  convocation  of  this  assem- 
bly, which  did  not  meet  till  12.74,  and  twesnty  yean 
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iHer  his  defeat  and  capture  in  the  marshes  of  Egypt, 
Louis  of  France  -  had  flung  away  his  liie  in  an* 
olher  rash  descent  on  the  African  coast.  His 
pious  ardotir  had  survived  his  youth ;  and  a  latent 
dread  that  his  personal  renown  had  been  tarnished 
Xmder  the  walls  of  Massoura,  together  with  the  cap- 
Wre  of  Antioch,  and  the  lamentable  state  of  the 
•Holy  Land,  induced  him,  after  his  hairs  were  silver- 
ed by  time,  to  resume  the  Cross,  and  awake  once 
more  the  crusading  trumpet.  Once  more  the  Abbot 
<}f  Saint  Denis  delivered  the  Oriflamme  into  his 
hands ;  and,  followed  by  the  chivalry  of  France,  he 
embm-ked,  hdf  disposed,  like  Crenseric  the  Van- 
^,  to  leave  to  the  winds  of  heaven  the  regula- 
tion of  his  couise.  *  His  army  amounted  to  sixty 
thousand  men ;  and  among  the  leaders  were  the 
Lords  of  Flanders,  Brittany,  and  Champagne,  yiiho 
had  before  done  him  gbod  service,  and  whose 
ancestors  had  repeatedly  distinguished  themselves  m 
the  Syrian  wars.  An  embassy  from  Omar  el  Muley 
Moztanca,  Prince  of  Tunis,  who  feigned  a  desire  to 
embrace  the  Christian  &ith,  tempted  the  credulous 
King  to  steer  first  for  the  African  coast,  in  the  hope 
of  adding  that  barbarian  to  the  true  church ;  and  in 
^e  month  of  July  1270)  the  French  fleet  cast  an- 
tslior  in  sight  of  me  ruins  of  ancient  Carthage.  The 
Moorish  Prince,  hr  from  manifesting  a  friendly  dis- 
position towards  the  armament  that  had  thus  unex- 
pectedly descended  on  his  shores,  threatened  to  put 
tb  death  every  crusader  who  attempted  to  disembsurk'; 
but  despite  his  menaces,  the  army  landed,  and  en«> 

camped  on  the  isthftiu^  and  among  the  rains  of  the 

•  .  .1 

*  ChatembmacL' 
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Carthaginian  capital,  after  expelling  the  Moont  from 
a  fortress  which  commanded  them. 

This  partial  success  was  followed  by  immediate 
reverse.  A  ccmtagious  disease  in  a  few  days  swept 
away  half  the  army.  The  crusaders  panted  and  died 
.on  the  burning  sands ;  incessant  engagements  with 
4heir  sleepless^nd  merciless  enemies  wasted  their  re? 
maining  strength  ;  and  the  ditches  of  the  camp  wa% 
filled  with  corses,  for  which  the  living  were  unaUe 
to  provide  a  grave.  Louis  beheld  his  ^vourite  scm, 
the  Count  of  Nevers,  expire  in  his  arms ;  and  jat 
last,  stricken  himself  by  the  same  malignant  malady, 
the  unhappy  monarch  sunk  down  in  his  tent  on  a 
bed  of  ashes,  and,  with  a  pious  aspiration  to  heaven, 
resigned  his  breath.  * 

Thus  perished,  amid  the  ruins  of  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  cities  of  the  world,  surrounded,  by  the 
wreck  of  a  mighty  army,  which  the  wind  of  the  de« 
sert  had  annihik^,  and  stretched  in  the  dust  in 
token  of  humiliation,  the  warrior-king,  who  had 
twice,  in  the  spirit  of  a  genuine  but  extravagant 
piety,  unfurled  the  banner  of  France  in  Paynim  war. 
While  the  last  sk[h  yet  lingered  on  his  lips,  the  fleet 
of  his  brother,  we  Ki^g  of  Sicily,  appeared  on  the 
•horizon ;  but  the  trumpetoblast  that  intimated  his 
arrival  was  unansw^ed ;  and  Charles  of  Anjou  landr 
ed  only  to  weep  over  his  royal  kinsman's  remains. 
With  the  life  of  Saint  Louis  terminated  this  ill-feted 
expedition ;  for  no  sooner  had  he  closed  his  eyes, 
than  Philip  the  Third,  -fiuinamed  the  Hardy,  hisTSon 
and  successor,  gave  the  signal  of  retreat ;  and  the  mi- 
serable remnant  bade  adieu  for  ever  to  the  inhospitr 
able  shore,  f 

*  William  of  Nangis.  Axmah  of  daiht  Louis. 

f  The  body  of  the  royal  martyr  waa  carried  to  France  and,' 
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-  Hie  jcouncil  sunUnoned  by  Pope  Otegoiy  the 
Tenth,  for  the  puipose  of  stimulating  the  chivalrj 
of  Europe  to  new  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Holy 
Land,  was  opened  at  Lyons  on  the  2d  of  Msy 
1274.  The  Pope  attended  it  in  person ;  and  in  hv 
train  were  the  Grandmasters  of  the  Military  Orders^ 
who  were  treated  with  marked  distinction.  It  was 
finally  determined,  that  Christendom  should  be  again 
roused  by  pious  declamations,  and  that  the  dei^ 
should  defray  the  expense  of  the  armament,  by  con- 
tributing a  tenth  of  their  revenues  for  six  years. 
No  less  than  two  emperors,  Rodolph  of  Germany 
iaid  Midiael  Paleologus,  and  two  kings,  Philip  of 
France  and  Chaarles  of  Sicily,  agreed  to  engage  in 
this  crusade ;  but  within  two  years  after  the  sitting 
of  the  Lyonese  council,  Gregc^  the  Tenth  died ; 
and,  with  the  life  of  its  chief  promoter,  the  enter- 
prise ended.  * 

Charles,  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  had  pledged 
himself  to  join  this  crusade,  ostensibly  to  repair  the 
disasters  which  the  imprudence  of  the  Count  of 

•Artois  had  brought  upon  the  Christian  arms  at 
Massoura,  but,  in  reality,  to  secure  the  titular  crown 
of  Jerusalem,  in  virtue  of  a  conveyance  made  to 
him  at  the  council  of  Lyons,  by  Mary,  Princess 
of  •  Antioch,  daughter  of  Bdhei&ond  the  Fourth, 
and  Millescent,  child  of  Queen  Isabella  and  Amaury 

'  0^  Cyprus,  her  fourth  husband.  But  Hugh  the  Third, 

.  aays  FuUer,  in  his  usnal  quaint  style,  **  was  most  miserably 
tossed ;  it  being  observed^  that  the  sea  cannot  digest  the  cruF> 
ditie  of  a  dead  corpse,  being  a  due  debt  to  be  interred  where  it 
dieth.  **  Louis  was  canon^eed  by  Pope  Boniface  the  Eighth ; 
and  the  25th  of  August,  the  day  on  which  he  went  on  ship- 
board on  his  last  expedition,  was  consecrated  to  his  memory. 
r    •  Hist.  Holy  War,  "b.  iv.  p.  217. 
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King  of  Cyprus,  justly  mumtained,  that,  in  cons^^^ 
quence  of  the  extinction  of  the  Suahian  dynasty,  the 
crown  had  devolved  to  him,  as  the  lineal  descendant  6f 
Alice,  daughter  of  Isabella  by  Henry,  Count  of  Chani-» 
pagne ;  and  the  Christians  of  Pidestine  found  am- 
p\e  employment,  in  the  tranquil  interval  that  follow- 
ed the  crusade  of  Edward  of  England, "  in  settfii^ 
•these  rival  pretensions.     Hugh  of  Cyprus  was  for- 
mally crowned  at  Tyre ;  while  the  King  of  Sicily, 
finding  it  inconvenient  to  proceed  iff  person  to  take 
possession  of  the  remains  of  his  new  kingdom,  dcf- 
spatched  Roger  de  Saint  Severin  thither,  to  govern 
it  as  his  lieutenant ;  and,  through  the  influence  of 
the  Venetians,  he  was  honourably  received.     The 
Latin  grandees  were  divided  between  the  rival  claim^-* 
ants.     The  Grandmaster  of  the  Templars,  on  his 
i'etum  from  the  Coimcil  of  Lyons,  declared  himself 
in  fevour  of  the  King  of  Sicily ;  while  the  Hospi- 
tallers, by  a  profession  of  neutrality,  on  the  insincere 
ground  that  their  statutes  £)rbade  them  to  engage 
in  ^ch  disputes,  viitually  countenanced  the  Pnnce 
of  Cyprus ;  in  consequence  bf  which,  they  inctnred 
Hhe  special  dii^leasure  of  the  Sicilian  monarch,  who 
made  a  seizure  of  all  iheir  possessions  within  his 
'  dominions. 

In  1277,  Bendocdar,  the  Scourge  of  Palestine, 
died  of  a  wound  received  in  battle  with  the  suecesr- 
•sors  of  Zengis  Khan ;  and  in  the  following  year,  the 
Hospitallers  lost  their  Grandmaster  Hugh  de  Revel, 
who  sunk  into  the  grave  completely  worn  out  with 
the  harassing  duties  which  he  had  so  creditably 
discharged,  and  the  anticipation  of  the  calamities 
which  he  saw  impending  over  the  Christian  cause. 
Brother  Nicholas  de  Lorgue,  a  knight  of  a  placid 
and  temporizing  disposition^'was  chosen  ih  hi^ 
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mi  scarcely  had  he  assumed  the  cares  of  office,  when, 
through  the  indiscreet  conduct  of  the  Christians 
garrisoning  Margat,  who  plundered  some  Moham-^ 
medan  traders,  Keladun,  Bendocdar's  successor,  de- 
clared the  truce  violated,  and  one  of  his  Emirs  made 
a  sadden  inroad  to  the  very  gates  of  that  fortress. 
The  knights  of  Saint  John,  to  whom  Margat  apper- 
tained, instantly  attacked  the  pillagers,  and  cut  the 
greatest  part  d  them  to  pieces;  to  avenge  which 
slaughter,  the  Sultan  despatched  an  army  of  five 
thousand  men  into  the  neighbourhood.  The  knights, 
conscious  that  stratagem  as  well  as  force  was  requisite  to 
place  them  on  an  equality  with  these  new  adversaries, 
sallied  out  to  give  them  battle,  leaving  part  of  the 
garrison  in  ambuscade  near  the  gates.  After  a  slight 
skirmish  with  the  Infidels,  the  Hospitallers,  pre-, 
tending  to  be  dismayed  at  their  superior  numbers, 
retreated  on  their  ambush,  hard  pressed  by  the  confi- 
dent foe.  But  at  the  moment  the  Saracens  thought 
themselves  secure  of  victory,  the  hidden  band  sudr 
denly  burst  from  their  covert,  and  with  loud  shouts 
intercepted  their  retreat.  Surprised  and  routed,  the 
Infidelb,  after  a  &int  resistance,  fled  in  every  direction. 
Many  of  them  were  slain,  and,  among  the  captives, 
was  the  Emir  who  commanded  the  expedition. 

Tlnree  years  elapsed  before  the  Sidtan  found  lei- 
sure to  take  vengeance  for  this  second  defeat.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  he  invested  Margat  with  a  for- 
midable army,  and,  though  it  was  defended  by  a  brave 
and  numerous  garrison,  attempted  to  carry  it  by  sca- 
Jbde.  But  no  sooner  did  his  Mamelukes  fix  ladders 
to  the  walls  and  attempt  to  mount  them,  than  they 
were  assailed  with  showers  of  stones,  scalding  water, 
and  Greek  fire ;  and,  after  seeing  hundreds  of  his 
jbravest  soldiers  fall  dead  in.  the  dutches,  the  Sultan,' 
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who  superintended  the  aege  in  person,  was  obliged- 
to  open  regular  trenches,  and  to  raise  battering  en- 
g^es  against  the  walls.     Hie  knights  strove  gallant- 
fy  to  effect  his  dislodgement.     Their  sallies  were  in* 
cessant,  and  they  repeatedly  carried  terror  into  the» 
Saracen  camp ;  but  at  the  very  moment  when  they- 
were  battling  thus  intrepidly,  their  citadel  was  inde-* 
fensible.     Mines  had  been  excavated  by  the  Saracen: 
engineers,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  a  large  portion 
c£  the  walls  no  other  support  than  props  of  wood ; 
and  when  the  besieged  treated  the  announcement  t^ 
this  fact  with  derision,  the  Mohammedan  prince  in- 
vited two  of  the  bravest  to  come  and  inspect  his  sub- 
terranean works.     Two  knights,  accordin^y,  paid  a 
visit  to  the  mine,  and  were  so  Rdly  convinced  that 
the  Sultan  had  merely  to  set  fire  to  the  props  to  open 
himself  a  passage  into  the  jdace,  that  they  at  once 
recommended  capitulation.  By  this  treaty  the  knighta 
were  permitted  to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war. 
The  fortress,  however,  was  razed,  to  deprive  them  of 
all  hope  of  regaining  it  at  a  more  fiivouiable  junc- 
ture. * 

The  castle  of  Laodicea  next  fell  into  the  Sultanas 
hands ;  and  he  was  preparing  to  invest  Tripoli,  wfacm 
one  of  his  Emirs  deprived  him  of  life,  and  usoiped 
his  throne.  Mansoiu:,  the  new  Sultan,  inherited  the 
hatred  of  his  predecessor  towards  the  Christians  of 
Palestine ;  and  as  soon  as  he  found  himself  seccue 
in  his  authority  he  besieged  Tripoli,  which  he  storm^ 
ed  and  razed  as  Keladim  had  done  Mazgat.  The 
loss  of  Tripoli  reduced  the  Christian  territory  to 

*  AboHeda,  the  most  celebrated  of  the  AnbUn  h]storian% 
iSaen  a  boy  of  twelre  years  of  age,  made  his  first  campoigii  a- 
gainst  the  Cross  in  this  expedition ;  and  was  also  present  a^ 
tiie  fobaequent  sieges  of  Tripoli  and  Acre. 
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one  Rotary  city,  and  Acre  was  crowded  with  Chris- 
tian  fugitives  of  all  nations.  Fortunately,  at  this 
distressing  juncture,  Henry  the  Second  of  Cyprus, 
who  had  banished  the  adherents  of  the  King  of  Sici* 
ly,  and  been  acknowledged  King  of  Jerusalem,  ma* 
na^ed  to  conclude  a  truce  with  the  Sultan,  and  for  a 
<li^rt  time  longer  averted  the  ruin  wUch  impended 
over  the  last  stronghold  of  Christian  chivahy  in  Pa* 
lestine. 

In  the  short  pause  that  followed,  Nicholas  de 
liorgue,  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospitallers,  visited 
Rome,  in  order  to  make  a  personal  appeal  to  the 
PontifP  in  behalf  of  the  Syrian  Church  ;  but  all  the 
succour  he  could  obtain  from  Nicholas  the  Fourthy 
who  was  then  in  the  chair  of  Saint  Peter,  was  fifteen 
bimdred  men,  most  of  them  robbers  and  vagabonds, 
the  refuse  of  the  Italian  States.  This  paltry  rein<* 
Ibrcement,  composed  of  materials  so  base,  only  served 
to  augment  the  disorders  which  desolated  Acre,  which 
was  crowded  with  a  population  beyond  its  means  of 
support,  and  in  a  constant  state  of  turbulence  and 
stnie.  Various  individuals  and  bodies  claimed  an  in- 
d^ndent  jurisdiction  within  the  walls ;  national  jea« 
lousies  often  burst  forth  in  acts  of  violence  and  blood ; 
and  seventeen  tribunals,  all  pretending  to  be  beyond 
appeal,  exercised  the  power  of  life  and  death.  *  In 
the  midst  of  these  troubles,  Nidiolas  de  Lorgue  died, 
and  John  de  Villiers,  a  knight  of  the  language  of 
France,. succeeded  him  as  Grandmaster. 

The  firightful  proffigacy  Uiat  disgraced  Acre,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  are  described,  by  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  various  historians,  -as  a  people  blacken* 
ei  by  the  most  atrocious  crimes,  was  not  long  in  ex- 

.     •  Fuiler,  Holy  War,  book  iv.  cb.  zzzii. 
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bibiting  itse]f  in  acts  of  outrage,  which  the  Sataoeoa^ 
who  held  in  scornful  detestation  the  robbers  and 
murderers  it  shekered,  construed  into  a  direct  violan 
tion  of  the  armistice.  Parties  of  the  banditti,  which 
Nicholas  de  Lorgue  had  so  innocently  introduced 
into  the  city  firom  Italy,  made  an  inroad  into  the  ad- 
jacent country,  and  plundered  several  MohammedaOi 
villages ;  and  the  kingdom  having  no  governor  whose 
authority  was  generally  respected,  the  Sultan  found 
it  impracticable  to  obtain  xeparation*  The  Hoq>i- 
tallera  and  Templars  strenuously  urged  that  his  de^ 
mands  should. receive  attention,  but  their  advice  waa 
contemned ;  and,  as  they  foresaw,  the  Mohammedan 
prince  renewed  the  war,  and,  at  the  head  of  a  nighty 
anny,  came  down  against  the  devoted  city,  with  the 
resolution  of  effecting  its  total  destruction.  But,  on 
the  march,  he  was  poisoned  by  the  lieutenant-general 
of  his  army,  whom  he,  however,  lived  to  ^ee  drawn 
and  quartered  ;  and  the  reduction  of  Acre  devolved 
on  his  son  Khalil,  who  was  stimulated  to  the  enter<" 
prise  by  his  Other's  dying  breath. 

On  the  5th  bf  April  1291,  Khalil,  yfhose  army, 
amounted  to  sixty  thousand  horse^  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  foot,  drew  his  leaguer  round  Acrci 
^— the  last  leaguer  that  Christian  diivalry  was  to  en-*: 
dure  within  its  walk.  Many  of  the  richer  inhabit-; 
ants,  panic-stricken  at  the  prospect  of  a  long  and, 
perilous  siege>  took  re&ge  on  board  the  numerous. 
vessels  that  rode  at  anchor  in  the  bay ;  and  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  was  intrusted  to  twelve  thousand 
soldiers,  chiefly  knights  and  stipendiaries  of  the  mi-*' 
litary  orders,  and  a  few  hundred  Cypriot  auxili*-. 
adesy  with  their  king  at  their  head.  As  titular  king, 
of  Jerusalem,  the  Cypriot  prince  had  the  strongest 
claim  to  the  claef  command  t.  but  hia.  ranontL  in  anm 
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ii«s  questionable,  and  the  aspect  of  affairs  too  me- 
nacing, to  allow  so  important  an  office  to  devolve 
on  a  leader  who  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  gar- 
rison. Peter  de  Beaujeu,  Grandmaster  of  the  Tem- 
plars, a  knight  of  tried  valour,  who  had  grown  old  in 
the  command  of  armies,  was  called  to  the  govern^ 
ment  by  acclaim ;  and  the  scorn  with  which  he  re- 
jected the  bribes  of  the  Sultan,  who  offered  him  a 
vast  sum  to  betray  his  trusU  proved  that  he  was 
worthy  of  the  honour.  He  made  sortie  after  sortie, 
and  the  atmosphere  was  tainted  with  the  slaughtered 
Saracens  who  strewed  the  adjacent  plain  ;  but  their 
host  was  too  mighty  to  be  effectually  smitten  by  the 
few  thousand  Chnstian  lances  which  the  valiant 
Templar  could  direct  against  it.  The  Sultan  slow- 
ly, but  steadily,  pushed  forward  his  works.  His' 
miners  burrowed  under  the  fortifications;  several; 
towers  were  thrown  down,  and  among  them  the 
Cursed  Tower,  which  was  regarded  as  the  chief  de- 
fence of  the  city.  In  it  fought  the  King  of  Cyprus, 
who,  with  his  islanders,  maintained  till  night-fiill  a* 
desperate  conflict  with  the  assailants.  But,  with  the 
sunset,  his  valour  departed.  He  foresaw  that,  with 
the  morrow,  must  come  chains  or.  death ;  and  after 
prevailing  with  the  Teutonic  knights  to  take  his  post, 
on  the  pretence  that  his  troops  required  repose,  and 
would  resume  it  at  daybreak,  he  pusillanimously  fled 
to  the  poftj  and,  seizing  a  few  ships,  sailed  for  Cy- 
prus. 

Next  morning,  the  homs  and  atabals  of  the  Sara^. 
cens  annoimced  that  they  were  about  to  renew  the 
assault.     The  Teutonic  knights,  though  so  basely! 
deserted,  manned  the  breach  with  their  wonted  bra-» 
very  j  but  the  totrent  of  Saracen  steel  swept  them 
pwi^  l&e  weeds ;  «id  Ae  dangor  of  battle  rQ9«  ia. 
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the  very  centre  of  the  city.  At  this  perilous  junc-4 
ture,  when  the  Infidels  shouted  victory  within  the 
walls,  the  Marshal  of  Saint  John,  in  compliance 
with  the  Grandmaster's  orders,  rushed  to  the  suc- 
cour of  the  Germans,  at  the  head  of  a  hody  of  his 
knights  ;  and  so  impetuous  was  his  charge,  that  the 
Saracens  retired  again  through  the  breach,  leaving 
the  fosse  choked  with  their  dead* 

On  the  following  day,  a  similar  conflict  took  place* 
No  sooner  was  one  Saracen  phalanx  broken,  than 
the  Sultan,  prodigal  of  blood,  ordered  another  to 
advance ;  and  thrice  the  breach  was  won  and  lost. 
Night  again  parted  the  combatants ;  and  next  monk" 
ing  the  Infidels,  discouraged  at  the  brave  resistance 
they  had  met  with  among  the  ruins  of  the  Cursed 
Tower,  directed  their  assaults  against  a  part  of  the 
fortifications  near  the  gate  of  Saint  Anthony.  It 
was  the  station  of  the  two  Grandmasters  ;  and  their 
knights,  animated  by  their  presence,  fought  with  the 
desperation  of  men  who  knew  there  awaited  them  only 
victory  or  an  honourable  grave.  Nor  were  the  Sara- 
cen warriors  less  intrepid  in  the  melee.  They  re- 
peatedly pitted  themselves  in  single  combat  with  the 
Christian  knights ;  and  it  was  difficult  to  determme 
to  iK^ch  side  the  meed  of  superior  prowess  apper- 
tained. But  the  numerical  superiority  of  the  Infi- 
dels achieved  what  individual  bravery  could  not  com- 
pass. The  knights,  one  after  another,  sank  dowQ^ 
in  death  at  their  posts ;  and  at  length  the  Marshal  oC^ 
the  Hospitallers,  an  intrepid  soldier,  whose  sword, 
for  many  successive  days,  had  flashed  foremost  in  the 
battle,  was  stretched  lifeless  on  the  pOe  of  corses^ 
that  choked  the  breach.  The  &11  of  this  brave  mask  * 
filled  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Templars  wi^  dismay  v 
and,  turning  to  the  Grandmaster  oi  Saint  J(^,  h^ 
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exdidmed,  **  We  can  hold  out  no  longer  I  The  day 
is  losty  unless  you  make  a  diversion  against  the  ene« 
n^'s  camp,  and  allow  us  time  to  refortify  our  post  I " 
Tliis  hint  was  enough  to  the  gallant  knight  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  Calling  on  a  few  chosen  lances 
to  follow  him,  John  de  Villiers  leapt  into  his  war- 
saddle,  and,  quitting  the  city  widi  five  hundred 
horse,  by  an  obscure  sally-port,  ventured  into  the 
open  plnn.  But  the  Sultan  was  too  vigilant  to 
SQtffer  a  surprisal.  His  cavalry  speedily  drove  back 
the  detachment;  and,  on  re-entering  the  city,  the- 
Grandmaster  received  the  disastrous  intelligence  that 
the  Governor,  Peter  de  Beaujeu,  had  been  slain  by 
a  poisoned  arrow;  that  the  flower  of  his  knights 
were  cut  in  pieces ;  and  that  the  Saracens  were  vie- 
toridus  in  eveiy  quarter.  Seeing  further  resistance 
impracticable,  die  Grandmaster  directed  his  whole 
attention  to  the  safety  of  the  little  band  that  crowded 
round  him,  and  retired  towards  the  port.  Covered' 
by  a  number  of  cross-bowmen,  who  galled  the  Sai»*' 
oens  with  their  arrowy  he  succeeded,  along  with  the 
remnant  of  his  knights,  in  leadiing  the  deck  of  a 
<a&taek.  Three  hundred  Templars,  who  endeavour* 
ed  to  gain  the  port  fer  a  similar  purpose,  were  inter- 
cepted by  an  impenetrable  phalanx  of  Mamelukes ; 
an^  finding  their  retreat  cut  off,  threw  themselves 
intb  the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  with  the  resolution 
of  perishing  in  its  ruins.  After  a  gallant  resistance, 
of  several  days,  during  which  the  Egyptian  miners 
saj^ped  the  foundations  of  their  fortalice,  they  a- 
greed  to  evacuate  it,  on  condition  that  they  i^ould 
fa&ve  a  free  and  honourable  departure,  and  that  no 
ttMta  should  be  offered  to  a  crowd  of  Christian 
'Women,  who  had  resorted  to  the  same  place  of  re- 
A%e,  hi  tenns  of  this  treaty^  the  gates  of  the-Tower 
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were  opened ;  but  the  latter  article  was  instantly 
violated  by  the  Infidels,  and  the  Templars'  sworda 
again  leapt  from  the  seabbard.  Driven  onoe  more 
beyond  the  gates,  the  feroeious  Mamdukes  attempt* 
ed  to  carry  the  tower  by  escalade ;  but  the  structure^ 
mined  at  every  point,  was  unable  to  sustain. the  liv« 
ing  burden,  and  sank  down  with  a  terrible  .crash» 
burying  the  combatants^  and  the  miserahle  females 
whom  it  sheltered,  in  its  ML 

The  atrocities  that  followed  the .  conquest  of*  the 
city,  were  such  as  Palestine,  £saniliar  as  it  was  mth 
scenes  of  blood,  had  scarcely  witnessed  throughout 
the  domination  of  its  Latin  King^  Sixty  thour 
sand  persons  perished  within  the  wallsy  or  were 
carried  into  slavery ;  and  the  Sultan,  to  annihilate 
for  ever  the  hopes  of  the  Christians  of  effecting  « 
new  settlement  on  the  Syrian  shore,  razed  the  forti- 
fications of  every  dty  on  the  coast.  It  is  told  l^ 
the  Monkish  historians,  that  the  nuns  of  the  con- 
vmt  of  Saint  Clare  cut  off  their  no8e%  and  made 
gashes  in  their  dieeks,  to  render  themselves  objects 
of  ^horrence  to  the  Infidels  ;  and  so  effectually  did 
th^  succeed,  that  their  pious  zeal  was  rewarded 
witn  immediitte  martyrdom.  A  great  part  of  the 
population  tried  to  escape  by  sea ;  but  the  elements^ 
nearly  as  merciless  as  the  Saracens,  conspired  to  im* 
pede  their  fii^t ;  and  mimy  perished  in  the  tem- 
pestuous waves,  in  sicfat  of  their  burning  city. 

Thus  terminated,  m  blood  and  desolation,  a  war, 
which  had  lasted,  with  little  interruption,  for  one 
hundred  and  ninety-four  years,  and  which  retains  the 

rllation  of  ^^  Holy"  to  this  day ; — a  war,  says^  the 
nicler,  **  for  continuance  the  longest,  for  money 
qrnit  the  costliest,  for  bloodshed  the  cruelest,  fot 
pretences  the  most  pious^  for  the  true  intent  the  moel 
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politic,  the  world  ever  saw."  *  After  the  &I1  of  Acre, 
the  military  orders  no  longer  attempted  to  maintain 
themselves  in  Palestine.  The  remnant  of  the  Order 
T7f  Saint  John  took  refuge  in  Cyprus,  as  the  Chris- 
tian haven  nearest  the  country- which  they  had  sworn 
never  to  abandon  to  the  undisputed  dominion  of 
the  enemies  of  Christ.  The  few  Templars  who 
sarvived,  also  reassembled,  in  course  of  time,  in  the 
same  island ;  while  the  Knights  of  the  Teutonic 
Order,  utterly  despairing  of  the  future  redemption 
bfthe  Holy  Land,  retired  into  Prussia  and  Livonia, 
which  their  Order  enjoyed  in  absolute  sovereignty. 
An  hundred  thousand  Latin  Christians  are  said  to 
-have  mmukaneously  deserted  the  blood-fertilised  soil, 
from  which  the  banner  of  the  Cross  was  thus  so  ca- 
lamitously driven ;  "  and  a  mournful  and  solitary  si- 
lence prevailed  alohg  the  coast,  which  had  so  long 
resounded  Ivith  the  world's  debate."  f 


*  FuBer,  Hist  HolyWar. 


-f  Gibbon. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

JRdreaioftheKniffkti^Hotpitdaetnto  Cypnu-^'Diteemfnii 
of  their  situation  tiiere-^  Their  unsuccetaful  expeditiou'  to 
Jerusalem —  Conspiracy  of  the  King  of  France  and  the 
Pope  against  the   Templars —  Conquest  of  Rhodes  by  the 

•  Knights  of  Saint  John^^—Perseeution  of  the  TempHar^ — 
Martyrdom  of  Jacques  de  UMa^^Suppresaion  qfths  On- 
der  of  the  Temple, 

Henrt  of  Cyprus  received  the  refugees  with  a  hu- 
manity that  in  some  measure  atoned  for  his  hasty  re- 
treat from  the  shattered  walls  of  Acre ;  and  none 
were  more  kindly  entertained  hy  him  than  the  battle- 
scaired  friars  of  Saint  John.  '^  It  was  a  moving 
spectacle,  "  says  their  most  popular  historian,*  ^'  to 
see  these  hrave  knights  come  out  of  their  veaaek, 
covered  with  wounds,  with  looks  suitable  to  their  for- 
tunes, and  infinitely  affected  at  having  survived  the 
utter  loss  of  the  Holy  Land. "  f     The  King  of  Cy- 

♦  Vertot 

f  Among  the  most  redoabfead  champions  of  ihe  Oobb,  in  tiie 
latter  days  of  Christian  dominion  in  the  HtAy  Land,  was  Sir 
Giles  de  Argentine,  an  illiistrious  Hospitaller,  who^,  in  ldl4, 
fell  under  the  banner  of  England,  in  die  memorable  battle  of 
Bannockbum.  Having  rescued  the  English  monarch  from  £he 
perils  of  that  great  fight^  he  declared,  diat  <*  it  was  not  his 
wont  to  fly,  tmmed  back,  cried  his  war-cry,  giDopped  boUDy 
against  the  victorious  Scots,  and  was  slain,  according  to  hn 
vnsh,  with  his  face  to  the  enemy.** — Sir  Walter  Scott,  ZTiV. 
efScoOand. 
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pros  assigned  to  them  and  the,  Templars  the  town  of 
Limisso  as  a  place  of  retreat ;  and,  to  prevent  the  to- 
tal extinction  of  the  Order  in  the  Levant,  the  Grand- 
master, John  de  Villiers,  sent  a  general  summons  to 
all  the  knights  that  were  dispersed  throughout  Chris- 
tendom, to  repair  to  his  banner*  In  accordance  with 
this  mandate,  every  commandeiy  in  Europe  poured 
forth  its  chevaliers,  who  flocked  to  Cyprus,  burning 
for  glory  and  revenge.  Pope  Nicholas  the  Fourth, 
.though  he  had  manifested  a  most  parsimonious  in- 
difference to  the  &te  of  Acre  while  it  was  in  depen- 
dence, no  sooner  heard  of  its  &11,  than  he  bestirred 
himself  with  considerable  activity,  to  rekindle,  in  the 
West,  that  pious  ardour  which  had  dashed  its  chivalry 
ao  often  against  the  Paynim  world*  But  success  at- 
tended not  his  labours.  Men  had  grown  wise  by 
dint  of  dire  and  protracted  enierience  in  the  Mos- 
lem wars ;  and  when  he  turned  him  to  the  East,  he 
found  the  selfish  Greek,  the  Armenian  schismatic, 
and  the  savage  idolater^-— for  even  in  heathen  lands 
he  sought  for  allies — all  equally  indisposed  to  grap- 
ple in  mortal  combat  with  the  warlike  slaves,  who  had 
finally  added  Palestine  to  the  Egyptian  crown. 
^  Meanwhile,  the  Knights  of  Saint  John,  who  had 
pongr^ated  at  Limisso,  held  a  solemn  chapter  to  de- 
termine how  they  could  most  efficaciously  dischaige 
those  duties  which  their  vows  imposed  on  them. 
They  resumed  their  hospitable  attentions  to  such 
.pioBS  adventurers  as  still  repaired  to  the  Holy  Land, 
•notwithstanding  the  innumerable  perils  that  beset 
the  pilgrimage,  and  the  grievous  exactions  to  which 
,the  avarice  ^  the  Infideb  suMected  them  ;  and  the 
ifaw>  iMurks  which  the  Order  had  at  its  command,  were 
'employed  to  convey  pilgrims  fit)m  Europe  to  the  Sy- 
tidn  xioast*    It  was  the  wont  of  these  vessels,  which 
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were  partly  manned'  with  knights,  to  visit  the'  bhief 
•ports  of  Italy'  and  France  at  the  latter  end  of  Mar  A 
and  August,  and  there  take  on  board  the  devotee^ 
who  were  anxious  to  obtain  their  conVoy ;  and  this 
traffic  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  corsairs  df 
Egypt  and  Tunis,  who  had  begun  to  swarm  in  th^ 
Levant,  several  of  these  rovers  at  length  had  the  au*> 
dacity  to  intercept  the  squadron  of  me  Order,  but, 
after  some  bloodshed,  were  captured.     Such  was  th& 
-origin  of  those  naval  armaments  which  afterwards  ob^ 
-tained  respect  for  the  flag  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusa^ 
Jem  all  over  the  Mediterranean  sea.     The  Syrian 
shore  was  lost  to  the  Order ;  but  the  ocean  was  stiH 
ftee  to  its  barks,  as  an  arena  in  which  they  might 
•meet   the   Infidel  in  equal  warfere.     The  succ^^ 
however,   that  attended  their  maritime  enterprises^ 
had  ultimately  a  pernicious  influence  on  the  disci^ 
pline  and  principles  of  the  knights.     Enriched  by  vay 
luable  prizes,  they  relajced  the  statute  which  imposed 
a  community  of  property ;  and  many  of  the  younger 
knights,  seduced  by  th^  blandishments  of  an  island 
which  the  heathens  consecrated  to  Venus,  ceased  to* 
observe  that  monastic  austerity  which  their  vows  en^ 
•joined.     By  a  wholesome  exercise  of  authority  on  the' 
part  of  the  Grandmiteter,  with  the  support  of  ite' 
Chapter,  these  abuses  were  fortunately  repressed  be* 
fore  they  arrived  at  such  a  height  as  to  stain  VAi^' 
libly  the  reputation  of  the  Order,  ' 

In  1294,  Pope  Bom&ce  the  Eighth  aseehded  the 
Papal  throne,  by  a  series  of  (rimiiial  artifices  not 
'uncommon  in  the  history  of  priestly*  rule ;  and  one  dP 
his  first  acts  was  to  secure  the  affection'  of  the  fw6 
puissant  Orders,  whose  warlike  achievemehts  had 
shed  such  lustre  on  the  last  days  of  Christian'  sov«^- 
r^Mgnty  ia>  Palestine.     The  Kings  of  Engbad^Aid 
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PDrttigal,  imagiiiiiig  the  Orders  al^oBshed  by  the  lorn 
of  the-  Holy  Land,  sequestrated  their  possessions,  as 
grants  never  intended  to  support  them  in  indolence 
and  luxury ;  but  the  representations  and  menaces  of 
Boni&ce,  who  still  recognised  the  knights  as  the 
chosen  champions  of  the  Cross,  procured  a  revoca- 
tion of  the  interdict.  In  the  same  tone  he  addressed 
himself  to  the  King  of  Cyprus,  who,  under  a  natu* 
lal  impression  that  the  knights  would  soon  become- 
as  powerful  at  Limisso  as  they  had  been  in  Pales-* 
tine,  forbade  them  to  purchase  estates  within  his  do-' 
minions,  and  subjected  them  to  a  poll-tax  in  com- 
mon with  his  own  people.  Bonifiice  arrogantly  or- 
dered, that  this  ^*  horrible  and  detestable  "  tax  should 
be  abolished.  But  Henry,  instead  of  obeying  the 
mandate,  rigorously  levied  the  impost,  and,  enraged 
at  the  Pontm  *s  interference,  let  pass  no  opportunity 
of  aimoying  the  two  Orders.  The  Cypriots,  dis- 
gusted at  length  with  his  avarice,  and  encouraged  by 
uie  Templacs,  and  Amaury,  his  brother,  titular  Prince 
of  Tyre,  broke  out  into  open  revolt.  .Henry  was 
made  a  prisoner,  and  sent  into  banishment  among 
the  mountains  of  Cilicia,  while  Amaury  assumed  the 
government ;  but  scarcely  had  he  done  so,  when  a 
uithful  attendant  of  the  dethroned  prince  stabbed, 
him  to  the  hearty  and,  by  a  new  revolution,  restoried 
his  master  to  Hberty  and  his  crown. 

The  Hospitallers,  with  their  accustomed  prudence, 
did  not  engage  in  these  commotions ;  but  the  death 
of  their  Grandmaster,  John  de  Villiers,  which  oc- 
curred about  the  time  of  Henry's  restoration,  plunged 
diem  into  serious  domestic  controversies.  Odo  de 
Pins,  a  Provencal  knight,  was  chosen  to  succeed  the 
hero  of  Acre ;  but,  though  venerated  alike  for  his 
*.  vot.  I.  y 
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age$  hh  ^tyk.;a6d'b]9.e^ie$  iili^seirtati^e  of  the  re-*, 
gular  discipltfie, .  tliQ  Ibiightii  •^uicISy  came '  to .  disco- '[ 
ver  that  he:  was  xttyt  a  -  man  qualified  to  increase  the 
reyenuQ9»  or .  eiLteod  •  the  r^own  oj^  the  Order.     He ' ' 
was  constant  in  his  yigils  at  the  altat  ;r.  hut  the  knightis[/ 
held,  that,  with  the  chief  of  the  Qrder  of  Saitit  John,  ' 
prayers  should  ^ve  plac:^  U>  thf  e^^rdse  of  aim^..  .  It  \ 
may  have  been,  that  th^,good:kHight'i^)ent  mpre  of 
his  time  in  the  oratory  than  was  compatible  with  die  , 
duties  of  his  office;  but  thefQ.isialdo  reason  to  con-.- 
dude,  that  the  fiei:y.  spijrits.  whom  it,  wa^  h^s  province, 
to  keepiasubjeetioii,  w«:e  je$s  ^y en  to  pious  ob- 
servances than  their  habit  rjsquired..    The  sma]I  en-* ; 
couragem^t'  which  he  gaye^ to. military  enterprises 
subjected  him  to  contempt ;  and  at  le%th  the  knighl^ 
who  existed  ahnost  entirely' by.  the  Ic^l  pk^y  whicK 
they  carried  on  in  the  adjacent  dea,  fponaHy  repoi^d. 
him  to  the  Pope  as  incapable,  of  governing;  and  en-^ 
treated  that  he^  might  be  deposed*     Upon  this,  Bo-i 
m&ce  jsummoned  the  Grandmast^t  to^iHomei  to  de*' 
&nd  h]|ii9^K    .Qdo,  who.  was.  less^formed  to.  cpni- 
mand  thj|n.to  obey;  i«i9tantly.veitb«irl^<foc.the.eapir:  ' 
tal  of  the  Christian. t^orld;  but  death Jtermini^ ^/ 
care^,  before  he  wasi  able  io.  thi:oif  himfi^  at  tl)e. 
Pontiff's  feet, 

The  Hospitallers,  on  k^rfi^lgir.thi?  event«  .diqs^, 
William  de  Villaret,  of  the  .lai^wag^.  ot  PipvencQ»v ' 
as  his 'successor.  The  new  Gwdm^ist^riwaa  At  the 
time  resident  at  his  grand-piiory  of  St  Giles  in  I^ipance  i 
and  before  he  repaired  to  Cyprus*  he  visited  all  the. 
priories  of  the  thicee  French  laqgnage^.  for  ,\hp. 
purpose. of  jestomg\iii«  ^isciplioerpfAthe  Order,  to 
ite  original  purily^  .  A. brother^ oLVilUret'^  .tsr«r^  at 
the  same  penpd«:>tbitCjrpsft  of.the  Oni^x?  m  tirhich  h^: 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  ill^tinguished  knights  ;.  and 
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ess  of  ih^  cotiv^t  of-  F^bux.     On  landing  at  Li- 
misso,  lite  Orandnia^ei^ -found  liiin^elf  anxiotisly  tt* 
pected«  '^  Tlie  br^i^n  had  formed  l^e  h^est  esti^ 
mate  bf  liis  tal^kild- a&d  valoufs  and  a  Tartar  horde 
hsLviiig  btiret  iMo  S^aeitortly  aftier  his  election,  and  * 
wte^ed  •greaSet'  part  of  it  from*  the  Egyptians,  th(S ' 
knlg^ftV  ^^  i^vei'odt  a  ^ood  und<^rstimd^g  with  the ' 
victors,  ehtiei^int^'ft  hope  that,  %ifh  the  aid  of  an- 
intrepid iead^^  tbfr  city  of  Chrii^  ittight  yet  b^  re-' 
gained<     The  GiMhiiMUi^  «Mer«d  warffily  into  the 
prefect  $    and  hsUnng  sAcur^  tkd  ^cO^Op^ftitiotf  of 
Cttzmihe  Mogid  Scdt^'bf  Pd^'  the  flag  of  Saint^ 
JohA  onoe  tnore  ilutteifed  m'iidi&titt^  on' the  shore  of 
Pdest^e.^  The  kii^hfi»  dislMiiil^ked  without  oppo->> 
sition;  and  at  (htehekd  ^  ft  body  of  Tartar  cavahy^ 
whicN  Cteaii-'^lM^iiMek'^f^  cotmstttdi  pa^ed 
through*  ll#e^^il'ieM<d<tetlM<f  dduntry  diitictly  to  the^ 
Hdtf  Cfty^*'    BM  4^ey  Ibubd  it,  iike  evfery  oth^r 
towA  hi  th^knd,'lola}^  kidefen^ft^  tod  ahnOst  de- 
pojMikttfd  i  aad'^fM^  *#^  ^ri^  he^sktftiAg  whethe^ 
th^  ^bO«d4  dtt^jpt^  to>  mofiUfjf  it,-'  ^  Tarttf  jArinc^e' 
wis  obl^d  to^  ^psta9<4^  BiqAuy^s/  ^and  i^Bfcad)  hi^ 
troops.     This  tetrogressiony  atfid  the-  Hapid  advande' 
of  (li)Mr^BnplaoaUe>et«^,''llie^'BiJ(^  of  E^f>  at 
th«  head 'of  ^m  oter#heltitib|f  ^i6i!i^,-  cfu^ed  the  erM 
ifitpti^^ '  The  'kiii^ht»  taiidef  idl^'hi&t^  iMek  to  the 
edk^'  Biidt  ^^^^M'(4  l^itir  wki^igalUes,'  i^ly  te-« 
gained  thl4r  iti^till^^ftt^e^i  ^kariftg  86  fe^  tt^eeld  'df 
their  ahoft '  visit'  to'ther  saierie^  ferrilJbiy' behiftd  tfien),' 
thiit  it  hfts  beeofrie^'tf'qaeddotf  ^h^  hisitoiiam  i^h^ 
their  it  «vet  «c^ok  plai6e.''f     ' 
'    Th^  Mdgul'  ^rixyi^i'  ihrb^h-^  whose   idfianci^ 

:    ♦   Vertot, 
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tbe  Hospitallers  achieved  H^  adyenuxfey  afterrands*. 
sent  an  embassy  to  Rome, .  to  urge  the  Pope  to  eo-  > 
gpge  the  Princes  of  the  West  in  a  new  crusade*  - 
The  ciuming  Tartar  saw,  that  he  could  not  haye  a  - 
better,  barrier  between  his  Syrian  conquests  and  tbe 
Saracens  of  Egypt^  than  an  aixny  of  Christian  lances  $ 
and  for  that  reason,  he  was  anxious  to  lure  the  La*- 
tins  back  to  Palestine.    Boniface,  who  was  iheu  con* 
t^ing  with  PhiUp  the  Fair  the  siqpremacy  which  h«  • 
daimed  over  all  the  Christian  states,  availed  himself  of - 
the  arrival  of  the  Tartarian  embassy,  to  display  his 
power  over  that  monarch.     Philip  was  solemnly  inr 
structed,  that  he  should  cross  into  Syria  at  the  head, 
of  an  anny  without  delay,  and,  in  conjunction  with, 
the  barbarian  allies,  who  were  prepared  to  support 
him,  drive  the  Egyptians  into  tne  desert.     But  the 
Ponti£P  had  to  deal  with  a  pripce  jealous  of  his  rai- 
vileges,  and  prompt  to  assert  his  independence.    The 
nuncio,  who  was  the  bearer  of  this  insolent  man* 
date,  was  indignantly  di&missed ;  and  the  Hospital- 
lers, who  entertained  confident  expectations  that  a 
new  league  for  the  ddiverance  of  the  Holy  Land  would 
be  the  result  of  the  Tartar  mission,  were  doomed  40 
d^lore  its  total  £ulure«  t 

The  Templars  had  still  greater  reason  to  bewail 
the  implacable  nature  of  the  quarrel  between  Boni- 
&ce  and  the  French  monarch.  In  an  evil  hour  tb^ 
had,  according  to  various  historians,  pledged  themr 
selves  to  support  the  Pontiff  with  their  swords,  in 
case  he  should  find  it  necessary  to  take  the  field  as 
9,  temporal  belligerent  against  his  royal  adversary ;  and 
fix}m  that  hour  Philip,  who  was  at  once  a  revenge 
ful  and  rapacious,  princ^  exerted  himself  to  com- 
pass their  oestruction.  The  death  of  Bonifitfey  the 
brief  pontificate  of  bis  immediate  suc^essoij^fvad  tbe 
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•rieipdon  of  B^rtrand  de  Got,  Archbishop  of  Bour- 
•deauX)   a    prelate   of  whom  histoiy  has  nothing 

rto  record,  to  the  popedom,  paved  the  way 
the  accon^Hahment  of  this  design.  The 
•  Archbishop,  who  assumed  the  title  of  Clement 
the  Fifth,  attained  hia  elevation  solely  through 
'  the  influence  of  Philip  and  the  Transmontane  mem- 
bers of  the  Conclave;  and  in  gratitude  to  the  King, 
<he  pledged  himself  to  the  performance  of  six  articleSf 
t)ne  of  which  was  not  expressed  until  after  his  elee- 
•^on.  This  mysterious  condition  was  the  entire  ex« 
-tinction  of  the  Knights  of  the  Temple,  whom  the  King 
accused  of  *^  incredible  and  abominable  crimes; 
^and  Clement,  who  was  every  way  his  bondsman,  and 
•as  anxious  as  himsdf  to  divide  the  possessions  of  the 
Order,  at  once  agreed  to  entertain  his  accusations, 
^and  institute  a  strict  inquiry  as  to  their  truth.  To 
further  this  investigation,  he  summoned  the  Grand- 
masters of  both  Orders  (1^06)  to  repair  to  hia 
-presence,  under  the  pretence  of  consulting  them 
•relative  to  the  propriety  of  a  new  crusade.  They 
were  Instructed  ^'  to  come  speedily,  with  as  mudi 
'Secrecy  as  possible,  and  with  a  small  retinue ;"  there 
feeing,  in  his  estimation,  a  sufficient  number  of  knights 
'on  the  hither  side  of  ^  sea  to  attend  them.  At  the 
Hmtie  time,  he  recommended  them  to  leave  Limisso 
Nniefl  defended  ^bring  their  absence,  and  to  bring  in 
their  train  such  knights  as  were  distinguished  ft>r 
Wisdom,  experience,  and  zeal. 
"  This  letter  found  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospi- 
tafiers  on  the  dedc  of  his  war-gaUey,  planning  the 
imteiprise  which  afterwards  placed  the  banner  of 
^int  John  m  triumph  on  the  towers  of  Rhodea; 
'  and  he  at  once  wrote  back  to  his  Holiness  to  excuse 
Us^  attendance.  *  But  Jacques  de  Mola^  Grandmas- 
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.ler  of  the  Temptais^  instant  obeyed  ihfhBMM^If- 
>  X)iBgQ(rt9d  inritk  the  exfielaQiisttp  which  tho^  Kjng  ^f 

lisland  n^ibe  kt^ntHin  ^i^^J^AnJk^i^ig'it  £91^  eT«s; 
^mid  in  bia  train-  we^.-6Uty.  jk|ik^t%,  ^q,eaDned  witfi 
rihem  a  tieaawe  p£  i4»0|000  ^fi^iDa  o£  gpld,  and  a 
.naatiqpairtity  of  atlTai:  mm>^y  th^  tirfiple'  #fi|«ii;ii]g 
.iwelve^hoiaes  to  cany  H«  The  Gjcandguvslar  >  met 
jmih  •,^wci€»[ia',ars<}eptio%  ik>|;  .^uply  hom  the  Pope» 
^ule^Qni ibeFr^flJii i^i«g»t^)?^Qae plana  forentirpatpg 
j^  €Maf  w^re  iM^^^'f)p|Bplete.  The  Ixaaafre  w]h<ji 
•^Jll9dfawi:^ht  j&Qip  ijie  Mymt  was  deposited  in 
the  hiiaiiae  'pf  the  je^iple  ^  Fairia;  and  it  R  jnoie- 
Ifban^pfffbaUe^  <2patit waa^hia  4eidgD  .ydtiiBaitely  to 
e^alialbliah  the  ohiefr^aeat  of  the  ^Mt.  m  jjM  (;ity. 
.One  of  4ha  fiiat  m:^  of  (he  Pcfpe^  .a^r  ih^  Gian^- 
jnastej!  .appealed  in  .hia  presence^  was  to  hand  him 
iwo.docnmenta;  tli^  one  le^u^s^idg  bid  ppunael  aa 
to  the  .{NrafOticabiHty  of  jreopveiing  the  Holy  Lan^ 
^e  oth^  anggaatiag  tbe  union  r  pf  the  two  Orders^ 
The  Gomdiwarttep  daew  up  two  mfnaoiials  in^reply^ 
which  history  haaibanded  down  .nnqpitailed.  *  Ip 
4he  one.  heatate4»  thalt  nothing  abort  of  the  con^mi- 
ed  efibrts  of  Chvatendoia  ponldr'iM^eat  J'^i^em 
from  Mohammedan  g^ep*  In  ^:«tber>  b^t  ^tvemv- 
.cusly  objected,  on  vaiioiia.^om)d8)  >  to  th^  pcojected 
ymion.  The  proposal^  be^jiemarl^iM^iiK^S:  Aot  a  new 
one.  It  bad  been  made  on  a.  ifmch-  mpr^i/^cm^pve* 
hensive  scale  during  the  po9ti£cate:.o£  Giisegory  .^he 
Ninths  and  in.tbe  Council  qfX^QKi9>r!v^n  it  was  pro- 
posed to.imcorporate  all  the  military:  pr^eta;  but  the 
objections,  urged  against  it,  on  the.)^r.iQ^c^^n>  bad 
b^enjudd  deoavre  eif  its  imjiropviety.^  .jHp;^4J?3itted» 

•  Y^c^t     ©roof  IV. 
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tinif  Po|)e  Niciiidas  tito  i^«^hhaA>i0Qnbed  the  loss 
jof  the-Holylisiid  efaiefly  to  ihe  psrpetual  feuds  sub- 
-aisting  between  tbe  Tenplvs  md  the  .Ho8{»taller3 ; 
■jbtit- adduced,  in  ooDtradietion  of  this,  calumny,  the 
&ct,  that  the  Gtaadraaster  o£  the  Tewpley  the  Marr 
-sh^  of  theL  Hospital,'  aad  upi»fds4i£  four,  hundred 
kni^atai  had  fallen  in  ^defence  of '  Acre>aloney  .and  that 
-oiily  ten>Templac8  escaped  &om  the  ruina  of  that 
•4evotfid  dty. .  -On  ajubsequftnt  QCcaaion,->Pope  Bo- 
^a&c^  the  Bighth'  had  ako  ,hee&  |)ersnaded  ta  aban- 
idon  asizQ&r  design)  of  incorporation, :  on  the.  argu- 
ment, that  it  ^ras  unwise,,  and-advetse'to  the  oon- 
-sdtntion  of  both  Oidess.    JPinaUy,  he  makitatned, 
'  4liat^  &r  £roin  .'sc^presshg  the-  feuda  and  jealousies 
:th8t ' prevailed, between  Uie.  knights,  incoj^oration 
would  only  imider  -tfieee.  more  bitter,  by  bzao^ing  the 
^ie&ren  into  closer  collision ^-*•rand  that. the  chari- 
•tablii  expenditure  of  a  conjunct  Order^:  would  in- 
iditdbly  taXL  J^rt  of  that  of  ^o  separate  associa- 
tions, wl^o  were  rivals  in  draegiving,  .aa  well  as  in 
^hividrous  deeds.  -  Undisr  tl^eseampresaioBS,  though 
ise  did  not  deny  (^  the  new  Order  would-be  more 
|iowezfal  in  war  againat  dte^Infidel,  and  maintained 
"at  less  ei^nse,  hs  ^trailed  that  the  consolidation 
might  not  be' oidau^'jvithoutjnatuset  deliberation* 
"  -  History  is  silent  respecting  the.  effiact.  produced 
rby'lusrepre8eQtadQn8.on  the  prelate. to  whom  thev 
.weiis,:addre^sedi  .It  is, possible,,  that  Clement  felt 
•some!  iemoise  .at  the  .rassistKite'.  which  he  : stood 
frMged  to  give  :the  King  <of  France  in  the  suppies- 
foon.of  an  illustripusi'assoeiationi  which  had  for  so 
•hmg;  a  penbod  been  one  of  the  (ooblfifik.  bulwarks  of 
rthe  Crosa;  tand  that- he  poiposedy  by  Ma  union,  to 
.redeem  the^Templaia  horn  the  &te  wfaidi  PhiHp  de- 
jindiBbooldoareilakQ.them*     But  Uiia.ia  putting  the 
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Purest  coDstracdon  on  dte  conduct  of.  a  priest^  ivkote 
memory  is  all  but  infsonoua  in  the  annals  of  his  tone. 
The  hutory  of  the  whole  transaction,  as  Fuller  re« 
marks,  ^^  is  but  in  twilight,  not  clearly  deliveied, 
-but  darkened  with  many  doubts  and  difficnkies. " 

In  1307,  the  Grandmaster  of  the  Hospitalkrs 
paid  the  debt  of  nature  after  a  long  illness,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  Fulk  de  Villaret. .  Hie 
^ast  years  of  William  de  Villacet^s  life  had  been  spe- 
•cially  dedicated  to  the  interests  of*  his  Order ;  and, 
'in  his  brother,  he  left  behind  him  a  governor  well 
acquainted  with  his  plans,  and  gifted  with  the 
lour  and  discretion  requisite  to  carry  them  into 
•cution.     The  Hoi^it^ers,  equally  with  the  Tem- 
plars, had  long  regnded  their  retreat  in  Cyprus  as 
imdignified  and  insecure ;  and  it  naturally  occuned 
•to  them,  that,  in  a  sea  strewn  with  idands,  like  the 
•Levant,  they  nught  easily  succeed  in  fixing  them* 
•selves  in  a  more  convenient  and  independent  station* 
Rhodes,  from  its  proximity  to  Palestine,  and  the 
excdlenee  of  its  port,  was    the  point  to  vMsk 
their  views  were  ukunately  directed.     That  idand 
.was,  at  that  time,  inhabited  partly  by  Gre^,  and 
partly  by  Turks  and  Sanu^ns,  whose  oorsmthe 
native  princes  openly  sheltered  from  the  pursuit  o£ 
the   Christian  gaUies.     A  dose  estimate  of  the 
population,  and  the  natural  and  artificial  defences 
•of  the  island,  convinced  William  de  Villaiet,'tfaa^ 
.without  assistance  from  Europe,  it  would  be  mad- 
•ness  to  attempt  to  subdue  it;  but  of  that  asaist- 
anoe  he  saw  no  reason  to  deq»ir,  and.  he  was  jM" 
paling  personally  to  entreat  the  Pope  and  the  Wast- 
>eni  Princea  to  grant  him  the  requisite  suooours^wiien 
•the  malady  seized  himwhidicaixiedfaimto  thegmve. 
:  Hia  faromr  and  successor  lost  no  tune  in^i^giliiling 
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^  liwune  impoTtant  enterprise.     He  instandy  xepair* 
'  ed.to  Poitiers  in  Franoe^  where  both  the  Pq»e  and 
Philip  the  Fair  then  were,  and,  in  a  private  audi- 
«ice,  earnestly  represented  to  them  the  advmtages 
that  would  arise  to  Christendom  from  the  conquest 
he  contemplated.     The  chivalrous  nature  of  the  pro- 
.  position  charmed  the  stem  and  worldly-minded  po« 
lentates.      They  contrasted  the  eagerness  of  Uie 
Knights  of  Saint  John  to  harass  the  Jbfidels  on  their 
own  shores,  mik  the  voluptuous  and  indolent  lives 
whidi  the  Templars  led  in  their  rich  European  com* 
mmderies ;  and  at  once  agreed  to  support  him  in  so 
meritcHioas  an  object.     The  Pope,  conceiving  thai 
ihia  c<mquest  of  Rhodes  would  r^ect  honour  on  Iub 
'  pontificate,  advanced  ninety  thousand  florins  to  levy 
an  army ;  and  so  successfolly  did  he  exert  himself  to 
rddndle  that  ardent  jzeal,  which,  for  two  centuries* 
had  Inuried  the  flower  of  Chrudan  chivalry  to  Pa- 
lestme,  tiuit  the  Knights  found  it  impracticable  to 
emiuf k  a  third  part  of  the  crusaders  that  rendez- 
voused at  Brundusium  to  be  enrolled  under  their  ban- 
ner.    Mimy  gentlemen  of  the  noblest  £unilies  in  Ger- 
many assumed  ^e  habit  of  Saint  John  on  this  occii- 
V  sion,  and  joined  the  expedition,  with  Heltwigde 
:  Handeisack,  Grand  Prior  of  that  language,  at  their 

nead. 
o  •    The  fleet  sailed  from  Brundusium  early  in  the 
.'  spring  of  1308,  and  blessings  in  abundance  follow- 
ed it  :from  Saint  Peter's  chair.     Great  care  had  been 
taken  to  propagate  a  report,  that  the  crusade  was  de»* 
dned  for  the  Holy  Land ;  so  that  even  the  kni^ts 
;  engaged  in  it  were  igncnrant  of  the  true  nature  of  th^ 
cntenprise.    The  fleet  touched  at  Limisso,  in  Cyprus, 
•'  to  take  on  bqaxd  die  knights  diat  were  in  that  Mand, 
-i.  and  an  &e  eflfects  of  the  Order.     Sailing  from  thence 
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tathe  coast  of  Lyci%  it  put  into  Macri;  to  await 
the  letum  -o£  several  spies  whom  the  Grandmaster 
de«patched,  to  ascertain  the  most  vuhierabie  part  of 
Abodes,  and  the  exact  nature  of  the  opposition  he 
Was  likely  to  encounter. 

-  Rhodes,  though  it  now  holds  so  insignificant  a 
place  in  ^  estimation  of  the  wodd,  was,  in.  ancient 
times,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  States  of 
Greece^  and  luirivalled  for  its  wealth,  its  comn^erce, 
and-its-  maritime  power.  It  is  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  in  circumference,  and  divided  fibxn 
theucontinent  of  Asia  Minor  by  a  channd.  twenty 
miks ;  broad.  The  climate  is  delicious ;— *die  sum- 
mer-being free  from  intense  heat,  and  the  wii^ter  mild 
i|tid  humid.'  "  The  soil  is  singukrly  fertile,  and  pro-* 
duce»*fhntsin  abundance.  >^  Wild  roses  hang  a- 
round  the  base  of  the  rocks  i  bfedsiof  flowering  myrrh 
peifumedie  air;  and  tufts  of  hrarel-roses  adorn  the 
banks  of  the  rivulets  with  their  gaudy  flowers."  * 
Rhodes  was  among  the  last  of  the  Grecian  States 
that  yielded  to  the  Roman  aans ;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  re^  of  Vespasian,  that  it  submitted  to  be  go- 
verned in  the  manner- of  a  Roman- province.  From 
that  period  the  island  is  no  more  mentioned  with 
distinction  }n  l^istory,  lill  the.  Knights  of  Ssmt  John 
made  their  descent  on  it.  Its  inhabitants,  after  their 
complete  subjugation  to  the  Roman  yoke,  lost  thosd 
axt»  which  had  rendered  their  ancestors  so  renowned  ^ 
and  the  proud  navies  it  •  had  sent  forth  in  the  days 
of  its  independence  and  •  glpry,-  dwindled  down,  in 
the  course .  of  time,  to  a  few  piratical  gallies,  the 
^perty^^fly  of  Saracen  merchants,' wbom  the  na* 

*  Savary,  Lettres  mu  I'Egypte. 
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ifare  govemoniiad  admitted  to  the  ngkts  o£  natuia* 
lization. 

.    During  ilia  short  sojourn  on  .the  coast  X3£  Jayaa, 
^e .  Gbrandmaster  publicly  prodaimed  the  «^ject  of 
the  expedition.     This  done,  he  again  put.to  sea,  and 
ranjdinniiitiBectlji;  on  Khodea»  «where  haJonded  his 
UoopSy  provisions  and  military;  engines,  with-  HtUe 
jopposition*     But  though  the  natives,  both.  Greek 
and  Saracen,  were  taken  by  sucprise^  ihey^apeedily 
ainited^  and  made  a  stout  and  protracted  jresist* 
ance.     A  yna  not  of  weeks  or  months  but  of  years^ 
ensued — ^the  Christian  knights  resolutely  maintain- 
ing  the  footing  they  had  gained.     The  Gsaek  Bm* 
peror  Andronicus  retained  only  the,  nominal  so* 
vereignty  of  the  island,  which  was  completely,  in  the 
hands  of. the  rebellious. natives,  w))ose.maia 8tienfi[th 
by  4b  the  Saracen  auxiliaries  whom  they  had.  called 
to  8iq)port  them  in  their  reiKolt ;  but  no  .soonerdid  a 
mission  £eDm  the  Grandmaster  of  Saint  John  infonn 
him  of  the  armament  fitted  out  to  conquer  it,  than 
he  became  jsxoeedin^y  anxious  .about  his  rights ; 
and  not  only  refused  to  gmnt  an  :insre9titure  of  it 
to. the  Order,  but  despatched. a  powerfid  body  of 
tBoops  to  oo-opemtewith  ita natural de&nders..  This 
aucopuranived  .after  a  constant  jBuccession  jof  skir- 
mishes .and  battles  had.gi»ady  thioDed  the  Christian 
xanks,  and  at  a.  time  when; .  &e  cnisadeia^  sickened 
Iqt  the  successless  Jeffbrta  of  two  wiiole  .years,  ^daily 
drew  off  in  Jhundreds  .firom.the  war;vbut  Fulk  de 
Viilaret  had  .entered  on 'the.  enteEpnse,.with  the  de« 
tnnnination  that,  it  should,  •either^tennioate. triumph-^ 
aotly,  or  ii)  the  e^e.  extinction,  of  the  Order; 
and,  .on  ..defiance  of  .the.  Gredk.  i»inforoement,'.he 
inaiested  ihe  strongly  jtsiEtified  city.rof  JLhodes,  the 
du^  town  of  the.idand.     He  was  nobly  .sipqp- 
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ported  by  his  knights,  who,  though  they  saw  Aeni* 
selves  almost  entirely  deserted  by  the  secular  cm^ 
saders,  refused  to  abandon  their  lines,  and  turned 
the  siege  into  a  blockade.  In  this  situation,  they 
.were  themselves  encompassed  by  a  Greek  and  Sam» 
cen  leaguer,  and  their  jBupplies  of  provisions  and  fo- 
rage obstructed ;  but  the  Grandmaster  having  pro^ 
cured  a  considerable  pecuniary  loan  from  the  Bank 
of  Florence,  with  which  he  levied  new.stipeiuiianw 
in  Europe,  was  enabled  to  liberate  himself  from  this 
perilous  thraL  Determined  to  conquer  or  leave  his 
oorpse  on  the  field,  he  sallied  out  of  his  intrench- 
ments,  and  offered  his  enemies  battle,  which  they 
readily  accepted.  A  long  and  sanguinary  conflict 
Ibllowed,  in  which  both  armies  fought  with  extraor« 
dinary  desperation ;  the  one  for  life  and  honomr,  the 
pther  for  all  that  the  heart  of  the  patriot  values — A». 
land  that  gave  him  birth.  The  Grandmaster  behdd 
the  bravest  of  his  knights  hewn  down  before  his  eyes; 
but  victory  ultimately  declared  for  his  banner ;  and 
the  Saracens,  totally  routed,  threw  themselves  into, 
their  gallies,  and  carried  to  the  Lycian  shore^  and 
tiie  iuands  of  the  Archipelago,  the  first  news  of  thek 
defeat.  Availing  himself  of  Sie  panic  this  event  oa»« 
sioned  among  the  troop  that  garrisoned  the. duty,  lim 
Grandmaster  stonned  the  outworks.  Amid  a  sliower 
of  arrows  and  other  destructive  missiles,  his  knighta 
gained  the  breach,  and,  on  the  15th  of  August  ldiO». 
planted  the  standard  of  the  Order  permanently  on  the 
walls.  The  historians  of  these  times  are  almost  A* 
lent  regarding  the  occurrences  that  be£bl  the  ChristiaQ; 
arms  in  this  descent ;  for  the  expedition,  less  fixriuw. 
9ate  than  the  fifth  and  eighth  crusades,  hadnottbcc 
a  ViUehardouin  nor  a  JoinviUe  to  chronide  its  in* 
uinps.     The  Hospitallers. kn^w  better Jioir  toiwiBU. 


TWBNTTrVOUETfi  ORAWDMA8TEIU        S4ft 

llielMttlexbrand  than  the  pen ;  and  all  that  posterity 
knows  of  this  insular  war  i%  that  it  cost  the  lives  of 
many  valiant  knights,  and  that  four  years  elapsed 
before  the  island  and  its  dependencies  was  finaDy 
won* 

•  Of  the  strict  justice  of  this  achievement  little  can 
be  said.     It  had  the  approbation  and  support  of  the* 
Qiristian  church,  and  was  regarded  by  Christendom 
as  an  event  so  honourable  to  the  Hospitallers,  that 
they  were    afterwards    universally  designated    the 
Km^ts  of  Rhodes ;  but,  in  reahty,  it  was  nothing 
better  than  a  piratical  enterprise,  justifiable  only  on> 
t(ie  ground,  that  the  natives  had  entered  into  a^ 
league  with  the  Infidels,  and  given  shelter  to  Sara«« 
oen  c<xsairs  in  their  ports.     But,  in  those  days  of 
broil  and  outrage,  even  the  most  upright  and  mag« 
nanimous  men  were  accustomed  to  decide  partially 
on  all  questions  which  promised  them  renown  in  the 
fiddt  and  spoil  after  the  battle  was  ended.  > 

•  When  the  Grandmaster  had  succeeded  in  render- 
ing his  authority  supreme  in  every  comer  of  the  isl* 
and,  he  directed  his  attention  to  the  subjugation  of 
such  dep^ideneies  in  the  ai^acent  sea  as  were  likely- 
to  be  easily  occupied.  Havmg  partially  restored  the 
&ttifio8tions  of  Rhodes,  which  had  been  almost  razed 
during  the  siege,  he  provisioned  his  fleet,  and  set 
sail  m  search  of  new  conquests.  In  this  expedition 
be  reduced  the  islands  of  Nisara,  Lero,  Calamo> 
]&piscopia,  Chalce,  Siroia,  Tilo,  and  Cos.  The  last 
^these  islets  alone  was  entitled  to  be  called  a  va-;*, 
Uu^  acquidtion,  the  others  bein^  sterile  and  slielter* 
less  rodss,  iohabited  by  a  scanty  and  indigent  popu« 
latunw  -Nisara  was  granted  by  the  Grandmai^  in 
$ef  tothe  brothers  John  abd  BonaviUe  Assatiers,  who 
had  diBtinputhed  them^'v^  in  the  conqusstl  of 
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Rhodes;- Cm' tobditixm'thftt  theydioidd  inain!^"a^ ' 
galley  of  siic  gcore  oar^  dtily  maniied  and  protidi*^. 
ed,  for  the'seiricB  6f  thd^  Order;     The  importanoe^ 
of  Cos  induced*  iiim-  to  erect  a  fortress  in  it,  «uid  the^ 
island  ultimately  became  so  prosperous  and  powers 
fill  under  -drer  goverHHnmt)  of'  the'  Order,  th^t  it  -was 
considered  aiotheir  Rhodes  find  made  a  bailiwick,^ 
and  anf' episcopal  at^ysadtr  the'  metropolitan  of  tfaat« " 
city, 

Th^Gnmdmastei'  retunwd  td^Rhod)d8  iir  trivunph, 
but  mjtr  UrfvA  hk  trar^peidvon,*  ^mdei^oy  in'  tran- 
quillity the  firoitr  of  his  mC(»y.    The  MofaiiMsHe--  - 
dan  idRigees  ^m^o  8urnv«d  the  loss  of  the  kland, 
eager'  to  regJEim.  the  territofy  wfaieh  die  ChristiAns  had 
iinrestedfiRSDi'them^  di^ew^thmiselved  on  the  protec- 
tion of  Otihuff 'or-^Othniiln/' (die  Bone^bredb^ 
Siihittrof  the  fldj^tcefU'COtttltrMB  '«^  Asia  MifkoT-^*^ 
wise  andrwBrlfte'pvboe^wkt9SS  fidiii#'sli]id^ti)f^lshi^ 
es  the  dynasty  duit  Ahtefifiidk^  Tili^bdiidem-^-^amk 
obtioBBdrhifc  prmniao  dttl  ke^  would  dnve  tli»  Order 
from-Rhodeav-and  fe&MK  ?th»t  islattd'^o  its  fofmi^' 
possesdoiK     A  Ttirldslv  ifi<ltiHa,' havitig  iiilFi  bie^^ 
considerable  snxy,  acee^rdtti^pift  to  ee*;  Oad^t^M^ 
ly  hsfdiChe kiii^ht^tiitie'16'plfllce  Aw eaipk^^inaMaMi .: 
of  defence*  what  ih^b^MtiiirMehitin^^kih'f^    ' 
lanxter  closing  roixhd:  ft.     Btit  it  >  is  not  in  ^sdk  or  '[ 
bastibiiB$.initu  die  bidattAtM^  UpMt^of  its  ganisoiv   '. 
that  thc^  8tr^j^h'«f  a  b^Wsigttem  tikylfe^'  Day    . 
aM-^'d^the  Toridsh  conftfiili^e^  ^MeavtMiMd  •  t<^  ^ 
storm  th^iortificado6«,.  but  di^  Idft^^  were  tiot  U» 
be  betftev^MQ  befaind  their  shatt^M  baitlemmts^  .. 
and^^Moeditft  leiifrth  i0f4]*  ^nteipttsej  difr^oictop-ol^  ^ 
a  ]niild»d>ii[tdksra&axkdoil^<lll^«i0ge'^       idiiMfd,i  -< 
lea^ngrjiirditcheB  t)f  die  dtydh^ked  ^wHIr  filsT  d^ad;*  J 
It  i»i«MVtedobf  aeireitfi'haiflotituMi^'tllftt  AtMtiewt 
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Count  bf  Sava«v  was  ^e-  deliverer  of  Rhode!  qn-this-. 
ocxiasion*  ^  That  prince  is  said  to  have  arrived  with 
powerful  succoursy  white  the  Ottoinms  weite  eiicsmp*) 
ed  before  the  city,  and  to  have  defeated  them  in  a. 
sanguiuarf  battle,  after  which  they  fled  panic-stricken 
to  theic  idup&  Other  writers  refuse  to  credit  this 
story,  on.  the  argument  that  Amadeus  never  engage 
in  any  such  enyedition ;  f  and  as.  there  is  concur-.- 
rent  testimony  mat  he  was  in  attbndaince  oft  Heniy . 
Count.oiELmemboiiig^^  EmperoR-elect  dt  Greniiuy)F,' 
at  the  very  period  at  which  tne  Turkish  army  is  stafr*. 
ed  to  have. made  its  dfisceol,  1  the  evidence  is  de- 
cisive, ihat^  the  kni^sr  mised  the  siege  solely  by. 
their  own  .valour.  § 

Warned  by  this  .invaaioi^'  the  Grandmaster  lost 
no  time,  after  ihefii^trjof  the  Tuiks^-in  restoriz^  the 

•  BoisgeUa—Ghron.  of  Malta.  f  Vertot. 

J  Guicheron. 

§  Before  closing  the  hisMHj"^  thk  eVedt,  it  Is  incumbent  to 
state,  IJik^^hkibmdA  of  19]«^<de6pe^  hEjnfe«te4* 

dott2it4  ki  t^mh^uatunj^  m\L  defoootiever  tookftoce^   Gib*. 
bon  remarks,  that  Verfot;  («  whose  aulliority  it  is  h^re  'nar« 
rated,  ^<- betrays  bis  ignorance  in  supposing  that  Othman,  a 
fieebooter  of  tbe'B/tbnian'Idlls,  could  besiege  Rhodes  by  sea" 
and  land*  f ;  ttnd  deirtainlyj  when-  We<  fioft  H  "stabed  hf  «he>  TUflt^< 
iflb  faistbtiMtt^  tiiat.S(dymlBi^il^  too  of.Oncan,  the  se€9imd> 
SuUdu  of  the  Ottdnuuaf  lias,'  crossed  the  Hellespont  on  a  raft*, 
fisr  lack  of  a  better  conveyance,   some  scepticism  naturally 
arises  as  to  the  flotilla  of  his  grand&ther.     But  it  is  admitted 
on  ailhttidsj^ihat  thte  BiMdlms  Wh^m  the*  Kinghts  exp<01ed' 
wece^a  tDaikaD«.^pfe$  and  thtns  ieemsaothing  imprd&aUe' 
in  the  sop^ofition,  that,  even  in  their  exUe,'  they  were  able  to 
equip  a  n£«t  of  small  vessels,  sufficiently  large  to  transport  over 
a  straitj  only  twenty  miles  bi  breadtK^  a  considerable  army.     It 
it  wortiiy^Af  note,  ihat  Bolisgeliii,  -v^'  lltSd  personal  ^uxsess  to 
tfaetedordSof  "theOtdeCy'aBid'Wha.  hai  purged  itehisfcotyofi 
ma%  errors^  oceditt  <th»  dieicent  of  Qthinan,  w^ch  he  plaota, 
in  1316. 
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andent  fortificatioiis,  and  Btrengthening  them  bj  new 
woirks.  This  done,  he  directed  his  attention  to  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  island ;  and  so  judici- 
ously did  he  foster  mercantile  enteiprise,  that  Rhodes^ 
gradually  became  as  renowned  for  its  trade  as  for  the 
valour  of  its  new  sovereigns.  The  port  was  thrown 
c^n  to  the  ships  of  every  Christian  nation ;  and 
veiBt  numbers  of  Latin  Christians,  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled, along  with  the  knights,  from  the  Holy  Land, 
sought  an .  asylum  in  the  island,  and  enriched  it  by 
their  industry  and  maritime  skUL 
-  The  conquest  of  Rhodes,  and  the  rapid  advances 
it  subsequently  made  as  an.  independent  state,  Blled 
Christendom  with  admiration  and  joy.  The  Hos-; 
pitallers  were  lauded  to  the  skies  as  a  band  of  heroes 
wjbom  no  seductions  could  emasculate,  and  no  re-: 
verses  dismay ;  while  the  Templars,  their  former  ri- 
vals in  glory,  were  repudiated  as  lazy  craveni^  who 
ifete  contented  to  faiten  in  inglorious  sloth  on  the 
lidi  possessions  which  had  been  bestowed  on  them^ . 
solely  to  secure  their  services  in  Paynim  war.  Phil^ 
liie  Fair,  who  had  never  lost  sight  of  his  design  to 
exterminate  the  Red  Cross  Knights,  though  he  had 
been  compelled  to  procrastinate  its  execution,  saw. 
that  the  time  had  now  arrived  when  he  mig^  with 
safety  complete  the  persecution  he  had  for  several 
years  waged  against  mem.  The  most  odious  calum- 
nies had  long  been  industriously  circulated  against 
ike  Templars  ;  and  on  the  evidence  of  two  convicted 
felons,  who  had  a  personal  object  to  gain  in  giving 
a  felse  testimony,  they  were  proclaimed  guilty  of  a 
variety  of  atrocious  crimes.  The  two  ruffians  aIlud-» 
•d  to  weie  Squin  de  Flcxian  or  Flexian,  a  dtixea 
ti  Beziers,  and  an  apostate  Templar  called  Noffo 
De^  a  FlorentHie  by  birthi  who,  hmng  occupied  the* 
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nkase  dungeon  ^at  Paris  or  Toulouse,  (for  the*  pkce* 
of  their  confinement  is  uncertain),  framed  a  scfaeaae 
iivhereby  they  might  conciliate'  the  King,  and  extri- 
cate themselves  from  the  thraldom  to  which  theif 
manifold  offences  had  subjected  them.  ■  The  apo»p 
tate  confessed  himself  to  Squin,  of  many  foul  and 
abominable  crimes  of  which  individually  he  had  unr* 
questionably  been  guilty ;  and  his  confidant  grounds 
ed  on  these  transgressions  a  series  of  chaiges  against 
the  whole  Order  to  which  the  culprit  had  former^ 
belonged.  The  governor  of  the  prison  was  inform-^ 
ed  that  Squin  was  in  possession  of  a  secret  of  more 
importance  to  the  King  of  Ffance  than  the  conquest 
of  a  kingdom,  b^t  that  to  the  monarch  alone  would  he 
divulge  it.  This  circumstance  was  communicated 
to  Philip,  who,  eager  to  solve  the  mystery,  had  him 
brought  into  his  presence,  and  promised  him  not 
only  a  fuU  pardon,  but  a  reward  if  he  should  furnish 
him  with  veritable  and  conclusive  testimony  against 
the  Order.  On  receiving  this  pledge,  Squin  boldly 
ehaiged  the  whole  Knights  of  the  Tempje  with 
treachery,  murder,  idolatry,  Islamism,  and  ^'  many 
other  villanies  out  of  the  rode  of  humane  com^ 
tlon.  **  *  He  declared  that  every  member  of  the 
Order  was  bound  to  defend  its  interests,  right  or 
wroi^o— that  the  novices  were  made  to  spit  and 
trample  on  the  Cross,  and  to  blaspheme  Christ — ^that 
if  any  novice,  disgusted  with  this  profligacy,  wished 
to  withdraw  from  the  Order,  he  was  secretly  mui^ 
dered — ^that  they  sacrificed  men  to  an  idol  whidi 
they  worshipped-:-that  theyliad  roasted  a  Templar's 
•  bastard,  and  drunk  his  blood — ^that  they  had  sold 
ibe  Holy  Land  to  the  Infidels-^and,  in  short,  that 

f  *'F!Bllcr,b.  T«  O.H.  p.  990. 
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tluir  kmses  tvrwe  ihe  abmle  of  etny '^  >i«nin«M< 
nmi  ttidbMstiality. " 

-  Tke  precise  4afee  of  Sqnin  ^de  FhitMs  ^caab^ 
mooM  2u»  ^soqmd^  history ;  Imi  niiether  ihey  weie 
flude  prio)*  or  sdbseqiient  to  the  jiutificsiion  of  tbor 
Older  bj  ^wtpies  de  Molai,  as  already  namled^  is  • 
amtter  of  ttiTuil  agiii&aiioe.  Tlwy  fbrmflhed  I^iflipt 
with  that  tspology  which  his  cu^dity  cotreted ;  and 
he  urged  &e  Pope  so  earnestly  to  aoqoiesoe  in  his 
nithkss  project,  tibat  his  HotinesSy  vihoae  coascuDoe»- 
thoiigh  not  particukily  tender^  still  smote  him  &r 
having  lesgued  himself  against  the  Order,  soug^  to 
anoUwr  the  King's  avarice  by  declaring,  that  if  A» 
TemplanB  weie  found  gnilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to 
their  durge,  their  effi»ets  nid  revsmies  .should  fa* 
decBoated  exdnsively  to  the  redemption  of  the  Hdj 
Irfsnd.  To  a  nKmarch  of  i^Sip's  warm  and  ra^e^ 
lions  tempemment,  diis  dilatory  mode  of  piooeediiig 
was  any  tfaii^  but  sa^s&etory.  Cont»mimig  the 
jurisdiotion  of  the  Pontiff,  he  sentsecast  uislractiflni 
4o  ^  his  governors  to  arm  themsehes  on  tiie  Idth 
o£<ktober  id07 ;  sad  next  day  ail  the  Tempbo 
in  Fianoe  were  aizested  and  thrown  into  daiance. 

This  sadden  «tq>  filled  Clmsfecndom  with  smw 
"prise ;  -and  the  Pope,  when  he  heard  thafr  a  0oai>> 
dly  condsfcHig,  among  o^ms,  of  ^i^AIiam  Imbeit,  IIb 
King's  Confessor,  William  de  Nogaiet,  'die'Chaa- 
oettor,'  a  man  who  sttdded  at  no  atrodty-to  gnstify 
•his master ;  and  WilliaBi  Fleaian,  a  parsoiiage  efual* 
ly  UBprindiplad,  had  been  nominated  to  examine  Ike 
pnsoners,  smpended  the  powwrs -of  ^  first  tiamtd 
indiiidaid,  who  held  the  offioe  of  Inqnisltor^GbeBi- 
•sail  and  iahibited  the  Bishqis  of  FiaBDefiromiBlEii^ 
any  cognizance  of  the  matter.  He  addressed,  at  the 
same  time,  a  klter  to  the  King)  itpcoacfaing  him 


motfmg  ik»  pRvi]|igfiB  of  the  Ho^r  ^Se»,  ani 
doMnduig  that  ihe  persona  snd  effibqt«  ot  the  Tooip' 
phi8  should  be  lieiiveqed  into  his  ovq  keeping.  But 
FhiMp  wwwwired  hba.digbtiflgly»  that  God  atoned 
BO^iiigso  much  9»  the  dilAtoriness  he  showed  in 
seeondiiig  him  in  this  jost  prosecution;  and  thai 
none  but  aacrfl^gjlous  wietehes  could  have  adyised 
Uai  to  wank  the  whole  prelates  of  France,  by  inter-* 
diedsfg  ihem  in  «me  of  the  most  essential  fiinctioos 
of  dieir  digoitj^  *  dementy  startled  fit  the  ton^  of 
tUs  cfHstk*  wid  remembering  that  the  hand  that 
foned  it  had  pkiek»d  the  bmd  of  his  predecessor 
Bftnlilnee  in  the  very  /oentie  of  Italy,  instantly  suc- 
pnnited  to  ji  temper  he  jooiild  not*  ccintrpL  To  «o 
iBomnodflte  maUew,  it'vwis  egreed  <i^t  the  prisoners, 
<hoa^  gnaided  by  |he  £i]|gi8  soldjmb  ^ould  be 
nominally  confined  in  the  name  of  the  Pope  and 
ifae  <%vii^ ;  aad,  in  cetem  for  this  ^smidl  eonoes- 
sioiif  the  cbooKious  interdict  on  die  CcMifesser  and 
Bishops  was  xemoved;  a^d  the  former  was  autho- 
med  to  sit  in  jud^ent  on  the  unhappy  men  whom 
4iw  King  was  so  ttasiom  to  exti]|iate« 

Notwillistaiidiqg  ike  sensation  wluoh  liiis  event 
escited  over  Europe,  Edward  the  Second  of  Eng^- 
kad  alone  showed  » .disposition  to  b^end  the  Temr 
*fla»- in  -the  tdin  cKtBcmity  fto  wUeh  they  were  wf^ 
iboed.  On  receiving  an  ii»riiation  from  Philip  to 
fi^ow  his  example,  and  commence  a  persecution 
^§muA  tbe-Qffd«r,  he  tcealed  the  charges  submitted 
it  tin  «8  inor«dtbk  teimauaea^  and  wrote  to  ^ 
Kings  of  Portugal,  Casdle,  Anagon  and  Si<»ly, 
beseeching  ^em  to  receive  with  caution  the  ry- 
,mmas»'iimt  »w«ie  in  ciroulatiaiv    B^  a  Fapi^  ^4ict 

rr. '        *  Dupiiy— Hist  de  la  Condem.  des  Templieok 
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reiterating  the  charges,  and  calling  on  him  to  ininf 
tate  the  King  of  France,  and  place  aU  the  Templars 
and  their  goods  within  his  dominions  in  safe  keep* 
ing,  overcame  his  reluctance  to  declare  himself  amoi^ 
^ir  enemies.  All  the  Templars  in  England  werer 
finrthwith  thrown  into  confinement,  and  the  perseoiL* 
tion  even  extended  to  Ireland,  Scotland  and  Wales  ; 
hut  it  never  wore,  in  any  o£  these  countries,  liiat 
aspect  of  baibarity  which  charaotemed  it  in  France*^ 
The  fiat  of  Philip  against  the  Order  had  gone 
forth  at  that  season  of  the  year  when  the  cell  of  the 
captive  is  rendered  douhly  dreadM  by  the  r^our  of  wio* 
ter.  The  sufferers  were  deprived  of  the  habit  of  their 
order,  and  of  the  rites  and  comforts  of  the  diurch  ^ 
only  the  barest  necessaries  of  life  weie  allowed  them ; 
and  those  who  refused  to  plead  guilty  to  the  hori- 

*  The  principftl  boiiae  of  tiie  Order  of  Stint  Ma  in.Sooti- 
land,  w&B  at  Torphichen,  in  West  Lodiian.  It  was  founded 
by  King  David  the  First,  and  consecrated  to  Saint  John.  Se- 
veral of  the  Commanders,  or  Pteoeptors  of  Torphichen,  were 
notable  men  ;  among  Whom  wen  1^  Vksaty  Lrpingstao,  of  the 
fiimily  of  Kiisyth,  who  died  in  1468— Sir  William  KaawUih. 
who  was  lolled  at  the  battle  of  Flodden — Sir  George  Dondas, 
a  knight  of  great  learning — and  Sir  Walter  liindsay.  The 
last  Preceptor  was  Sir  John  Sandilands,  a  cadet  of  the  Calder 
funily.  At  the  Reformation,  he  resigned  all  die  poMcesioBs^ 
tiie  Order  ii^  Scodasd  into  the  hands  of  Qneen  Mary,  and  s»* 
ceived  tl^m  hack  again,  in  &u  as  hk  own  private  property, 
with  a  temporal  lor^hip,  which  his  representatives  enjoy  to 
this  day. 

The  principal  residenoes  oS  the  Tempiars  wete  at  Ae  Ten* 
]de  (m  the  Scmlii  Eak;  Balontradoch,  now  called  Anuston,  m 
Mid-Lothian ;  Aboyne  and  TkiUochy  in  Aberdeenshire;  Mary^ 
eulter,  in  Kincardineshire ;  Oggerstone,  in  Stirlingshire ;  Saint 
Gemudns,  in  East-Lothian ;  and  Inchynan,  in  Renfrewshire ; 
•U  which  places  devolved  to  ibe  Kxdgkto  of  Saint  JUte, 
when  the  Toiqplan  were  wppiiMwd.— yScto  Cat  cf  JSmtHtk 
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able  crimes  of  which  they  were  accused,  were  sub*- 
jeoled  to  every  species  of  torture.  Shrieks  and 
groaoB  resounded  in  all  the  prisons  of  France ;  their 
tormentors  noted  down  not  only  their  words,  but 
even  their  tears  and  sighs ;  *  and  the  spirit  of  many 
a  loaight  whom  the  terrors  of  Paynim  war  had  &iled 
tO'  subdue,  quailed  at  the  stake  and  on  the  rack. 
But  if  some  criminated  themselves  to  escape  the 
tonoents  to  which  a  cruel  and  flagitious  policy  sub- 
jected them,  many  bore  their  suiSerings  with  invin- 
cible firmness,  and  died  with  as  much  of  martyr- 
heroism,  as  •  the  most  *  intrepid  of  their  Order  had. 
ever  met  the  nohler  doom  of  death  in  battle.  The 
Pope  examined  seventy-two  himself,  who  confessed 
themselves  guilty.  A  real  or  pretended  letter  of 
Jacques  de  Molai,  their  Grandmaster,  was  shown, 
them,  in  which  he  admitted  several  of  the  charges, 
and  exhorted  the  whole  Order  to  do  the  same ;  but, 
on  a  sudden,  the  persecutors  were  foiled  by  the  re- 
cantation of  many  who  had  previously  confessed, 
under  a  protestation  that  they  had  been  driven  by, 
tavture  to  de&me  themselves,  and  that  they  now 
scored  the  pardon  which  such  cowardice  had  pur- 
chased. All  those  who  relapsed  in  this  manner 
were  removed  to  Paris ;  and,  after  a  solemn  consul- 
tation  among  their  judges,  were  proclaimed  recusants 
who  had  renounced  Christ.  The  Pope  having  once 
imbrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  these  devoted 
men,  dbowed  no  scrupulosity  in  according  his  un- 
qualified suffrage  to  all  the  merciless  schemes  which 
their  chief  persecutor  invented  for  their  destruction. 

lUjriaoiiard. — Muntanens  JSistoriques  Rdatifs  a  la  Cos-. 

^tt^njdu.  CknaHtn  d»  Taa^  et  TAhifliUon  de  kur^ 

Ordre.  "* 


On  th«  I2th  of  Bftfy  1919,  ffiljr.fetit  %toiftta9  tufrd* 
had  confessed,  but  aftd-wttrds  recanted,  leetf^  fctifttt 
dxT«  at  Parid  in  a  riow  fire.  They,  one  ^uid  i^,. 
died  asserting  their  innoeenee,  and  the  hononir  of 
their  Order,  with  their  latest  hreath.  The  Graad^ 
master  De  Mohii  was  brought  in  fetters  befere  lk& 
Commissioners,  and  quesfioned  whether  he  had  aifjr 
thing  to  say  in  defence  of  his  knights*  He  tat» 
^ered  noMy,  that  he  was  an  SHferate  soMier,  ino^e 
billed  in  war  than  in  feren^  subtlefyy  and  cotdd 
dot  therefore  undertake  their  defence  as  a  legal  ad- 
Tocate ;  bnt  that,  in  any  knightly  way,  he  sbotdd  be 
infinitely  proud  to  maintain  their  infiocenee  in  file 
^e  of  the  whole  world.  He  then  entreated  thM  h^ 
might  be  allowed  to  hire  eomisel ;  but  the  Commis- 
sioners  replied,  that,  as  heretics^  the  accused  Were 
not  entitled  to  any  such  indulgence.  Th«y  theft 
read  over  to  him  a  confession  which  he  had  made 
himself,  Titiated  by  the  grossest  interpolations.  On 
hearing  it  read,  he  crossed  himself  in  great  astonish- 
ment, and  emphatically  denounced  the  three  Cardi- 
nals who  had  subscribed  it,  as  deserving  of  thef  death 
i^hidb  the  Saracens  and  Tartars,  with  whom  he  ha^ 
so  ofien  combatted,  condemned  liars  and  forgers  to 
die. 

Notwithstanding  the  rigour  of  the  perseciition,  h 
few  knights  were  entirely  acquitted.  Others,  whos^ 
oon&ssions  had  not  been  so  unqualified,  were  sen- 
tenced to  a  canonical  penance,  and  to  shave  the  long- 
beards  which  all  the  Order  wore,  in  conformity  lo 
the  custom  of  Eastern  nations.  At  length  the  Kii^ 
determined  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  termination,  held 
a  solemn  council  with  the  Pope  at  Vlenne,  in  the 
end  of  1311.  AH  the  bishops  who  attended  it^ 
with  the  exception  of  three  French  prektes,  entreat- 
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cd^  hat  in  ram,  that  an  iUuatrious  Older,  which  luui 
lor  nearly  two  centimes  been  one  of  the  bnlwaiks  of 
Chnstendoniy  ^uld  not  be  utterly  swept  away, 
without  its  principal  functionaries  being  iieard  in 
their  own  defence.  But  the  votes  of  three  hundred 
tnitred  priests  were  of:  no  avail  against  the  unjust  de^ 
dsion  of  a  triple-crowned  dotiurd,  and  the  rapacity 
and  in^lacability  of  a  merciless  long.  After  six 
months  of  procrastinationy  the  Pope,  finding  the 
prelates  firm  in  their  opinion,  rose  suddenly  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  exclaimed,  that,  since  they  would 
liot  gratify  his  dear  son,  the  King  of  France,  by 
passii^  a  judicial  sentence  on  the  Templars,  with- 
out a  tedious  and  improper  formality,  the  plenitude 
of  the  Pi^  authority  should  supply  every  defect. 
This  decided  the  fete  of  the  Order.  In  the  follow** 
ing  springs  he  formally  pomulgated  its  suppression, 
reserving  to  himself  and  the  church  the  disposition 
of  the  persons  and  estates  of  the  whoie  broker* 
hood. 

The  next  question  necessarily  came  to  be,  how 
the  princely  possessions  of  the  Order  should  be  dis-i 
posed  of.  The  partisans  of  France  insisted  that  a 
new  Order  should  be  created,  into  which  aH  the 
other  military  fraternities,  including  the  Knights 
of  Saint  John,  ^ould  merge ;  but  the  Pope,  who 
foresaw  that  8U<^  an  arrangement  would  remove  all 
the  warrior-fiiars  in  Europ  and  Asia  from  under 
his  jurisdiction,  urged  that  the  confiscated  property 
ishould  be  consecrated  to  the  defence  of  me  holy 
places,  and  the  pilgrims  that  visited  them ;  and  that 
&ke  Knights  of  Rhodes  should  have  the  unrestrained 
administration  of  it.  The  majority  of  his  ghostly 
eoiBicillors  acceded  to  this  proposition ;  but  it  was 
'nHth  Qiamfeet  reluctance  that  ti^  King  of  Fnmoe  ao« 


£60  FUI/K  OS'VILLARBTy 

horded  it  his  upproboticm.  The  whole  estates'oEtie 
Templars,  except  such  as  were  situated  in  Spaiay 
which  were  specifically  dedicated  to  the  defence  of 
that  country  against  the  Moors,  who  still  retained 
llie  sovereignty  of  Granada,  were  forthwith  adjudged 
to  the  Knights  of  Saint  John  ;  and  the  council  was 
dissolved. 

In  the  following  year  (1313),'  this  cruel  and  un- 
justifiable persecution  termumted  in  the  final  arraign- 
ment of  the  Grandmaster  Jacques  de  Molai,  and  the 
three  Grand  Preceptors,  Guy,  Grand  Prior  of  Nor- 
mandy, brother  to  the  Prince  of  Dauphiny,  Hugh 
de  Peralde,  Grand  Prior  of  France,  and  the  Grand 
Prior  of  Acquitain.  The  Pope  had  reserved  to 
himself  the  cognizance  of  their  case,  but  ultimately 
devolved  it  on  a  commission,  which  met  in  the 
French  'capital.  •  An  earnest  desire  was  entertained 
by  the  persecutors,  that  these  illustrious  knights, 
who  were  the  dignitaries  of  their  Order^  should  ad- 
here to  the  partial  confessions  which  the  terrors  of 
the  rack  had  extorted  from  them.  All  Christendom 
shuddered  at  the  fires  that  biased  in  eveiy  comer  of 
the  French  territory ;  and  the  Pope  and  King  wwe 
consequently  anxious  to  justify,  by  iireAitable  testi- 
mony, the  implacable  pertinacity  with  which  they 
had  followed  xxp  the  work  of  proscription.  It  was 
determined  to  mitigate  the  punishment  of  the  lour 
prisoners  to  perpetual  imprisonment—* if  such  a  doom 
may  be  callea  a  mitigation — ^provided  they  adheredto 
their  former  confessions ;  and,  under  an  impression 
that  the  populace  of  Paris  required  the  most  incon- 
testable assurance  that  so  many  Templars  had  not 
been  hurried  to  the  grave  without  just  and  potent 
reasons,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Grandmaster,  and 
his  companions  in  misfortune^  should  make  a  pub£e 
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flfedoniion.  A  scaffold  was  erected  in  front  of  the 
cathedral  church,  on  which  the  prisoners  were  ex- 
poeed  in  sight  of  a  pile  of  fiiggots,  which,  thev  were 
given  to  understand^-  was  to  consume  them  m  case 
they  recanted.  An  elaborate  oration  was  then  made 
hy  one  of  their  judges,  in  which  he  dwelt  with  mudi 
hltteroess  on  the  abominations-  which  had  disgraced 
the  Ofder;  and  when  it  concluded,  they  were  called 
iqpon  to- renew,  in  the  hearing  of  the  multitude,  the 
oonfession  of  their  crimes  and  errors.  The  PHors 
of  Fiance  and  Aequitain,  intimidated  at  the  pro- 
-speot  of  the  stake,  obeyed ;  but  when  it  came  to  the 
Grandmaster's  turn  to  speak,  that  magnanimous 
knight,  shaking  his  chains,  advanced,  with  a  coun* 
tenance  full-  of  resolutiony  to  the  edge  of  the  scaf- 
fi)ld»  *  and,  raising  his  voice,  exclaimed,  '^  It  is  but 
just,  that,  in  this  terrible  day,  and  in  the  last  mo- 
ments of  my  li£3,  I  should  expose  the  iniquity  of 
Msehood,  and  make  truth  to  triumph.  I  declase, 
then,  in  the  iace  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  to  my  ovm 
eternal  confusion  and  shame,  that  I  have  committed 
the  greatest  of  crimes;  but  it  has  been  only. in  ac* 
knowledging,  that  the-  atrocious  charges  so  implac- 
ably urged  against  the  Order  to  which  I  belong,  have 
a  shadow  of  justice.  I  made  that  confession,  to 
suspend  the  tortures  of  the  rack,  and  mollify  my  per- 
secutors. I  know  that  this  recantation  will  sulnect 
me  to  new  tortnents;  but  th^  horrible  sight  they 
now  offer  to  my  eyes,  cannot  intimidate  me  to  coai- 
firm  my  first  departure  from  truth  by  a  second  lie. 
Li£e  has  already  become  hateful  to  me,  and,  on  a 
eonditionso  insunousy  I  scom  to  retain  it.  Wh»t 
good  purpose  would  it  serve  me,  to  purchase  a  few 

•  YatoU 
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miaefable  days  by  a  eoniifmation  of  the  Uadmt  c»* 
kmmes?"* 

The  pexsecsted  kniglit  wmild  have  spoken  more, 
but  it  was  deemed  poU^  to  inCemifit  him.  GuVt 
Grand  Prior  of  Noniiandy»  made  Ids  recantation  m 
the  same  sc^emn  and  foreible  manner;  and  they 
were  both  burned  alive  in  a  dow  fire  the  same  day, 
cm  the  very  spot  which  has  been  adorned,  m  modem 
time%  witti  a  statue  of  Hemry  the  Fourth.f  The 
Grandmaster  met  death  wi^  the  spirit  of  a  martyr. 
He  rqieated  his  protestations  as  to  the  innocence  eS 
fak  Order ;  but  admitted  that  he  deserved  to  sufbr 
tm  havings  in  a  moment  of  human  weakness,  m^ 
ligned  it.  It  was  popularly  asserted  at  the  time,  :^ 
that)  when  almost  stifled  with  the  smoke  of  his  fo* 
nend  pyre,  he  cried  alond,  '^  Clement,  thou  unjust 
judge  and  baibaroua  executioner,  I  cite  thee  to  ap* 
pear,  in  forty  days,  before  the  judgment-seat  of  God  S  *' 
*— «  story  which  donbtlesB  originated  after  the  death 
of  the  Pontiff,  to  whom  it  was  applicable.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  tears  of  the  people  watered  the  war* 
rior's  ashes,  whidi  were  earefiiUy  gathered  up>  and 
tieasnned  as  a  martyr's  dust. 

Thus  died  the  kst  of  the  Templars — ^those  daunt- 
less warrior-monks,  whose  banner  had  for  two  cen- 
turies been  always  one  of  the  foremost  m  Paynim 
mtBtf  and  who,  had  they  not  been  caog^  as  Fuller 
says,  like  lions  in  a  net,  would,  instead  of  being 
tamely  hunted  down,  have  made  good  their  part  a- 
gainst  all  the  power  of  France.  Similar  proscrm- 
tion  and  coniscation,  but  under  more  humane  cur* 
^imistanees,  overtook  them  in  every  comer  of  Boropei 

•  Vfflani,  lib.  8.  c  92. 

t  liin*t  Hist  of  CruMwlH^  veL  iL  p.  323.  }  Mesera^. 
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Ifi  Fbrtug^d  alone  was  a  shield  thrown  over  ^em, 
and. the  pefsecntion  Uinited  to  a  mere  change  of 
their  title  from  the  SoMiers  of  the  Temple  to  ^e 
Soldiers  of  Christ.  In  Arragon,  they  took  refoge 
for  a  time  in  their  fisrtresses,  from  whence  they  die-* 
ticted  a  pressing  remonstrance  to  the  Pope,  mdig- 
nantly  repeOing  the  accusations  'brought  agsfaut 
them,  and  imploring  permission  to  mamtain  their 
innocence  with  their  lances,  accordingto  the  custom 
of  knighthood  and  of  the  times.  This  appeal,  it 
need  scarcely  be  said,  was  made  in  vain.  James  the 
Second  of  Arragon,  in  compliance  with  the  PontiflTff 
ixistructions,  stormed  their  strongholds ;  and,  except 
i|i  France,  there  was  no  comitry  in  Europe  where 
die  edict  of  extinction  was  more  scmpnloinfy  obev- 
ed.* 

It  stin  remains  to  be  determined,  whether  Ae 
charges  against  these  knights  were  true  or  frdae.  Aa 
&r  as  history  bears  on  their  tn^ca!  fate,  its  testimo- 
ny is  exceedingly  dark  and  conmcting;  for  few  points 
have  been  more  warmly  debated.  That  the  Tem- 
plars were  arrogant,  ambitious,  and  d^utatioui^ 
the  history  of  their  services  in  the  Holy  Land  fur- 
ni^es  ample  evidence ;  and  that  several  of  the  vices 
which  originate  in  doth  and  luxury,  were  latterly  in- 

*  Iffotss  oS  the  other  military  orders  over  attaiiied,  in  Ei^^ 
Imd,  1ibitaa» Badaeaeit  as  die  Tmapkn,  They enjoyad  im- 
Dbmho  estatea  in  every  province  of  that  kingdom;  and  tbft 
Prior  of  London  sat  in  Parliament  as  ^mt  haron  of  the  reahn. 
iThe  number  of  knights  imprisoned  in  the  British  ides,  dtiring 
tib  penecotion,  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  y  and  Wit*- 
fisA  da  U  Moore,  the  Grand  Prior  of  Enj^d,  maintainadr 
widi  nearly  a^  much  dignity  as  Jacques  de  Molai,  the  inno- 
oence  of  his  Order.  The  number  of  Knights-Temphra  m 
phxislyudom,  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Order,  was 
dtoiit  fifbBfii  thousand. 
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eluded  among  their  errors,,  is  also  but  too  probalile^' 
Seeing  the  proverb,  "  He  drinks  like  a  Templar,'* 
is  current  to  this  day ;  but  to  believe  that  they  were, . 
one  and  all  of  them,  the  brutes  and  monsters  Philip^ 
of  France  was  pleased  to  proclaim  them,  were  to  enr 
tertain  a  foul  libel  on  hiunan  nature.     Vicious  and 
unprincipled  men  may  occasionally  have  found  ad-* 
mission  into  the  Order ;  but  in  so  vast  an  associa- 
tion, it  would  have  been  much  more  surprising  if. 
every  postulant  had  been  strictly  pious  and  virtuous* 
The  recantation  and  dying  testimony  of  Jacques  de 
Molai  reduce  their  confessions  on  the  rack  and  at 
the   stake  to  fidsities,   subscribed  to  avert   tprtore 
and  death ;  and  it  is  a  &ct  not  to,  be  lightly  passed, 
over,  that  the  major  part  of  their  admissions  related, 
to'  charges  which  were  most  improbable  and  prepos-^ 
terous.     They  admitted,  for  instance,  that  the  devil, 
in  the  guise  of  a  cat,  assisted  at  their  conclaves—^ 
which,  unfortunately  for  them,  as  respected  this  in- . 
vesication,  were  held  in  secret,  and  by  night ;  but 
no  Templar  confessed  that  he  had  abjured  Christy 
or  sold  the  Holy  Land.     Their  true  crime,  in  the 
eyes  of  Philip,  was  their  wealth;  and  the  pretence; 
and  arrogance  it  engendered  accelerated  then:  dpwn* 
&L     Could  he  have  despoiled  them  of  their  posses- 
sions, without  impugning  their  principles,  not  one 
helmed  head  would  have  fiJIen ;  but  so  puissant  and 
venerated  over  Europe  was  the  Order,  that  he  knew, 
the  honey  was  not  to  be  come  at,  till  he  had  burned 
out  the  bees.     Their  &tal  errors  were  lapsing  into, 
slothful  and  luxurious  habits  after  the  loss  of  the. 
Holy  Land,  and  indulging  in   ease  in  their  Euro*, 
pean  preceptories,  while  the  Knights  of  Saint  John^ 
dieir  rivals  in  chivalrous  enterprise,  swept  the  Levant 
with  Itheir  war-gallies,  and  damied  the  admiration^. 
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Europe,  by  their  struggles  to  re-establish  themselves 
in  permanent  sovereignty  on  the  Asiatic  coast.  Had 
the  Hospitallers  also  taken  refuge  in  their  cismarine 
Oommanderies,  one  or  other  of  the  rapacious  monarchs 
of  Christendom  would  have  held  it  an  equally  lau- 
dshle  undertaking  to  efFect  their  extirpation.  The 
fierce  zeal,  which  had  crowded  Palestine  with  palm- 
ers and  crusaders  for  so  many  years,  was  quenched 
forever ;  and  the  Princes  of  the  West  were  prepared 
to  regard  the  military  orders  as  the  broken  tools  of 
Papal  supremacy,  which  the  &ther  of  the  Christian 
world  was  imperatively  called  upon  to  throw  away. 

The  persecution  of  the  Templars,  and  the  spolia- 
tibn  of  their  possessions,  annihilated  the  Ordfer  as  a 
political  body ;  but  its  suppression  as  a  confraternity 
vps  not  entirely  accomplished.  Jacques  de  Molai, 
anticipating  martyrdom,  named  a  successor  to  the 
Grandmastership ;  and  the  succession  has  been  main- 
tained regularly  and  imintemiptedly  to  the  present 
day,  as  the  archives  of  the  Order,  preserved  at  Pa- 
ris, along  with  the  seals,  the  standards,  and  other  re- 
Hcs,  testify.*  Several  of  the  bravest  cavaliers  of 
'France,  and,  among  others,  the&mous  Bertrand  du 
Gtiesdin,  held  the  dignity  in  after  times.  The  Order 
is  stin  in  v^orons  existence  in  the  chief  cities  of  £u-* 
rope ;  but  the  modem  Templars  affect  no  titular 
rank.  Their  bond  of  imion  is,  like  that  of  the  Pree-  * 
masons,  mystical,  and  unrecognised  as  that  of  a  le- 
galized fraternity ;  atid  the  prodigious  changes  that 
have  occurred  in  the  state  of  society,  since  the  poli- 
tical annihilation  of  the  Order,  renders  it  almost  im- 
pdiss3>le  that  it,  or  any  other  militanr  brotherhood,  can 
'  ever  again  attain  princely  indepenaei;ice. 

.*  Mannel  det  Ch^valiefs  d«  TOrder  du  T«ibpW.     Ftew, 
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CHAPTER  X. 

JOivisum.  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Templars^^Ifuurreeiion  qJT 
M«  Knights  against  the  Orandmaster  ^vJk  de  ViSaret'mm 
ShMon  tf  Mavnee  I>e  Pagsteu^^QranAnoMtership  ^f 
Biskom  de  ViUenemoe"  Xtsgemd  ef  the  Ssrp&Ur^Cem^ueat 
iff  the  -Cas^  of  Smjfrna^'J}iadaio  De  Gozom  eUetefi 
Qrandmasier  ^'Expedition  to  Armenia  ^'DishonotmMe 
Pdieg  of  the  Pope — Attwik  on  Alexandrian^  Robm  die 
JuBiae  'Grsmdmmsier^Mlection  of  Meredia^IBB  JBgpg^ 
diH9n'0ff0mmi  Patfo^,  tmd  CqphU!^ 

Ths  m^axkBB  of  the  Pope  had  nominally  second 
to  the  JLm^ta  of  Rhodes  the  revenues  of  the  mac- 
lyred  Teei^plais ;  and  the  Grandmaster^  Fulk  de 
Viflaittty  possessed  too  mudb  ambitiQii  «nd  woddlfr 
e^gacky^  to  r^eot  so  vaat  an  acoes^ion  txf  wealth  to 
ihe  Older  he  governed.  Without  assuming  a  tilie 
to  investagaie  iSie  merits  of  the  tenible  peicsecutioiDa 
whioh  had  tenninoted  in  ihe  ^uctinction  of  their  4n»- 
jEaaot  rivais,  k  was  resdlFsd  to  mveat  the  princi^ 
£nkghts*Commandeis  in  Christendom  with  &U  pow- 
ers to  tieat  with  the  second  sovereigns  of  the  Weaty 
jpehitiye  -to  the  oonv^anee  of  the  new  posaftssions  in 
perpetuity  to  the  -Order  of  Saint  JcAm,  A  kni^t 
Gfsad-Ciossy  of  |^«ttt  capacity  and  esperienoey  was 
nominated  procurator^neraly  and  lieu^enaat  of  tba 
mastership  in  Europe,  with  authority  to  act  as  irisi- 
tor,  reFormer,  adimnistrator,  and  comptroller  in  4M> 
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dinary^'of  all  the  houses  situated  oa  this  «id«  dw 


In  Enoioey  to  which  the  eomxnissioners  first  di- 
rected their  stepSy  they  met  with  «  yeiy  cool  >eo^ 
tion.  Philip  dedioed  to  part  with  the  Tem]^ 
leads,  until  he  should  have  reimbursed  himself  for 
the  vast  expenditure  which  he  had  incurred  in  sa^ 
pressing  the  Order,  and  at  the  same  time  have  re- 
ceived a  jdedge  that  iJie  Knights  o£  Saint  John  would' 
Impropriate  the  revenues  to  pxoper  purposes.  The  se«^ 
cular  administrators  required  to  be  largely  bribed,  be» 
fore  they  could  be  broug^  to  abrogate  their  trust;  and 
Philip  dying  before  any  fiiud  amngement,  his  son. 
and  successor,  Lome  Hutin,  greatly  incrcased  the 
amount  of  the  indemnification  which  his  fiither  had 
demanded.  Nearly  three  hundred  thousand  livres 
were  letaiaed,  fer  what  were  termed  the  expenaee  of 
the  prosecution ;  and  so  slowly  were  the  landed  e* 
states  resigned,  that  it  was  not  tiH  1317  that  the 
Hospitallers  dischaiged  aU  dieir  demands  upon  the 
confiacated  pofwrty.  *  To  the  in&my  of  Pope 
Clement  lie  it  told,  he  was  strongly  suspected  of 
iiavuig  Accepted  a  large  share  of  the  plunder,  f  la 
IHaples  and  ^ily,  Charles  the  iSleoond  retained  the 
imnowable  pro^perty  as  l<mg  as  he  lived,  and,  like 
his  voyal  Icinsman  <i  France,  made  a  ^vision  of  the 
JBOveables  with  the  Pontiff,  i  The  estates  ia  l^pain 
and  Portugal  had  beai  (xi^ginally  exmnpted  by  the 
Aipe  fi-om  the  grant  to  the  KJoights  of  Rhodes  ^ 
iiutaiitee^aently  he  paitiaUy  revoked  this  edict,  an4 
the  HospitaUerB  were  put  in  ^et  possession  of  all 
ifaf  .Temple  lands  in  the  Bdeaiic  Islands.      Th^ 

...  *  Bupuy,  p.  184.  t  !**•  P*  *^* 

,,      I  ^(wtradamiu,  Histouie  da  l^ovence  an  1307. 
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King  of  Arragon,  disapproving  of  the  ready  svXy 
mission  of  that  insular  longdom  to  papal  authority, 
instructed  his  ambassadors  to  intim^ite  to  the  Pope, 
that  he  trusted  he  would  not  extend  the  righted 
of  the  Hospitallers  to'  his  dominions,  as  he  in- 
tended to  take  the  revenues  of  the  Templars  en- 
tirely into  his  own  hands,  and  appropriate  them  to 
extirpate  the  Moors  who  infested  his  territories.  A 
long  and  unsatisfactory  negotiation  followed,  which 
ended  in  the  Knights  of  Rhodes  beihg  persuaded, 
not  only  to  desist  from  their  pretensions  to  the  estates 
of  the  Templars  situated  in  the  kingdom  of  Valen- 
cia, dependent  on  the  King  of  Arragon,  but  also  to 
resign  to  the  Pope,  for  behoof  of  the  Knights  of  the 
l^panish  Order  of  Calatrava,  all  the  Commanderies 
of  their  own  Order,  except  that  of  the  town  of 
Valencia,  and  a  castle  called  the  Torrent.*  In 
efltchange,  they  received,  with  the  exception  of  seven- 
teen frontier  posts,  all  the  possessions  of  the  Tem- 
plars in  Arragon  and  Catalonia.  In  Castile,  though 
the  Templars  had  been  declared  innocent,  very  con- 
siderable estates  that  had  belonged  to  them  were 
annexed  to  the  royal  revenues.  In  Portugal,  King 
Denis,  who  had  all  along  treated  the  persecutea 
knights  with  great  humanity,  transformed  them 
into  a  new  Order,  and  left  them  in  quiet  enjoyment 
of  their  possessions.  In  Grermany,  the  Teutoniit^ 
knights  who  had  established  themselves  in  sovereign 
independence  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  shared  the 
spoil  equally  with  the  Hospitallers.  In  England 
aione,  did  the  i  latter  find  iheir  rights  strictly 're^- 
apectedi  Edward  the  Second  frilly  confirmed  th^ 
Papal  grant ;  but  several  of  his  nomes  managed,  as 

♦  Ttttot; 
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hears  of  d»  onginal  dcmony  to  attadk  mncii  of  iftie- 
loc&ited  prop«rt]r«  It  was  not  tiH  the  reign  of  £d- 
wsrd  the  Third  thiat  they  got  entire  possession  of  the 
Temple,  v^ich  they  snbseqaently  devised  to  a  so- 
obty  of  common  hm  professors.  These  lawym  dl- 
iFided  iJiemaehres  into  two  bodie»*«-4ho8e  of  the  In- 
ner,  and  those  of  the  Middle  Temple ;  and  held  the 
mansian  as  tenants  of  the  Hospitallers,  till  the  dis- 
sohstion  c^  the  Order  in  England  in  the  reign  of 
Hepry  the  E^^itl^  vikea  they  became  tenants  of  the- 
Crown*  *         . 

This  vast  accession  of  wealth,  oonjxnned  with  the 
eoQ^nest  of  Rhodes^  raised  the  Order  of  Saint  John 
to  A  degree  of  i^lendour  and  renown  which  no  mill*' 
tary  Asiesmity  had  ever  be£9re  attained.  But  increase 
ef  revenne,  and  of  popular  acclaim,  had  a  bHghtii^ 
influence  on  tJMise  very  virtues  which  had  led  to  thia 
fire-*CTaxuenoe.  Eorope  poured  lihe  younger  scms  of 
its  aristocracy  into  uie  White  Cross  ranks;  and 
adth  tlftese  ^ghrbom  aspirants  for  knightly  honours, 
came  pride  and  luxury,  and  arrogance  and  disunioa 
«*-^the  very  sins  thai  had  prostrated  the  Templars  in 
^9  dust.  The  statute  auordng  community  of  pro*> 
f§3tv  was  permitted  to  become  obsolete — awhile  the 
younger  ktu^its,  regarding  valiant  deeds  on  the  deck 
of  their  war-gallies  as  the  only  duties  imperative^ 
ise^uired  of  them,  s^pjandered,  in  gaming  and  debau- 
dkery,  the  spoil  wmch  they  tore  imm  the  Infideb 
on.  th&  waves.  Jn  vain  £d  the  old  conimanders, 
•wbo  had  been  severely  sdiockd  in  the  siege  of  Ptole- 
mais,  jenjoin  a  strict  observance  of  the  discipline 
wIiiGh  had  secured  to  the  Order  a  deathless  repu(ai- 
-tipn*     The  fiery  spirita  wiiom  tkey  aspired-  to  con- 

*  StowV  UndMi,  B.  3.  p.  All. 
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trol,  persisted  in  cherishing  yalour  alone,  as  the  car« 
dinal  virtue  of  their  profession  ;  and  Fulk  de  Villaw 
ret  himself  the  hero  under  whom  they  had  achieved 
their  last  conquest,  VFas  not  proof  against  the  danger- 
ous belie£   Blinded  hy  the  glory  which  he  had  acquir* 
ed  in  the  Rhodian  war,  and  of  too  mercurial  a  temper-* 
ament  to  receive  with  philosophy  the  homage  which  a 
host  of  parasites  paid  him^  he  indulged  in  regal  state^ 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  public  revenue,  and  display- 
ed the  most  obnoxious  ^vouritism  in  the  dispensaticm 
of  the  offices  in  his  gift.     While  his  courtiers  had 
free  and  constant  access  to  him,  those  knights  who 
were  not  of  the  chosen  number  were  rarely  admitted 
to  his  presence ;  and,  when  so  honoured,  were  exposed 
to  maixed  indignity  and  neglect.    The  Grandmaster, 
in  short,  had  come  to  look  upon  himself  as  a  sove- 
reign prince,  whom  his  fellow-knights,  equally,  with 
the  natives  of  the  island  which  his  sword  had  subju- 
gated, were  bound  to  honour  and  obey ;  not  in  vu^ 
tue  of  his  office, .  but  of  a  distinct  personal  rigltf 
which  he  imagined  his  services  had  created. 
.    In  an  Order  constituted  like  that  of  Saint  Johur  a 
system  of  unmitigated  despotism  was  not  likely  long  to 
he  tolerated.  A  faction  was  formed  against  the  Grand- 
master, which  first  affected  to  remonstrate  with  him; 
and  finding  that  mode  of  proceeding  of.no  avail, 
summoned  him  judidaHy  to  appear  in  Council,  aad 
give   an   account   of  his  administration.      Villaiet 
.treated  this  summons  with  disdain ;  upon  which  the 
-malecontents  chose  Maurice  de  Pagnac,  an  old  com- 
mander, as  their  leader,  and  prepared  to  accompliaii 
their  deliverance  by  violent  measures.     Pagnac  was 
a  strict  observer  of  the  statutes,  bitter  in  zeal,  in- 
flexible in  purpose,  and  not  entirely  free  from  selfish- 
ness in  his  revolt.    He  du^sted  that  they  should 
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arrest  the  Grandmaster;  and, having  done  so,  iin-- 
^each  and  try  him  before  the  Council,  in  defiance  of 
his  partisans.  Such  a  proposal  suited  the  proud  and 
daring  men  to  whom  it  was  submitted ;  and  they 
at  once  agreed  to  carry  it  into  execution.  This, 
however,  was  an  undertaking  of  difficulty.  The 
Grandmaster  was  surrounded  by  a  numerous  and  de*. 
Toted  household,  and  never  stirred  abroad  without 
being  well  attended.  An  attempt  was  made  to  bribe; 
one  of  his  confidential  attendants  to  admit  the  con- 
spirators secretly  by  night  into  his  dbamber ;  but  the 
faithful  menial  rejected  the  bribe,  and  divulged  the 
plot  to  his  master,  with  such  exaggerations  as  ren- 
dered the  latter  apprehensive  that  nearly  the  whole 
knights  were  leagued  against  hinu  Conceiving  him* 
self  no  longer  safe  in  the  city,  he  rode  forth  into  the 
open  country,  under  pretence  of  enjoying  the  chase,* 
and  then  made  directly  to  the  castle  of  Lindus,  a 
£[>rtress  on  ithe  eastern  side  of  the  island,  about  seven 
miles  fi-om  Rhodes.  In  this  castle,  which  was  well 
garrisoned  and  provisioned,  and  had  besides  the  com- 
mand of  a  ^acious  roadstead,  in  which  several  gal- 
h^^  well  equipped,  and  completely  under  his  con- 
trol, were  constantly  anchored,  he  securely  esta- 
feilished  himself  and  not  only  defied  the  conspirators, 
hut  notified  to  them  that  he  appealed  to  the  Holy 
-See  fi-om  every  enactment  which  they  should  autho- 
rise prejudiciid  to  his  person  and  dignity.  But  the 
m^econtents  were  too  seriously  exasperated  to  be  in- 
timidated by  this  bold  mantsuvre.  His  flight  from 
the  city  hurried  many  of  the  more  moderate  and  con-, 
siderate  knights  into  the  league  against  him«  A  ge*. 
neral  cry  Arose  for  his  deposition ;  and,  in  contempt 
of  his  appeal  to  the  Pope,  a  majority,  congregating  m 
« toteukaous  maimer^  [oodaimed  his  authority  at  m 
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end,  and  namin^ted  Maurice  de  Pagnac  GtambatatfiFm^ 
InuBediate  jvotification  of  thia  eirent  ynaa  forwarded 
to  F&pe  John  the.  Twenty-aecond^  who  inatantly  de** 
^latched  two  eonmussioners  to  Rhodes,  with  ample/ 
awiority  to  sni^pend  the  powers  of  both  Grandmas*, 
tecsy  and  to  institute  a  afcrict  mqniry  as  to  the  true 
origin  of  the  cammodon.  Hia  Hotineas,  at  the 
aamti  time,  summoned  .both  Villaiet  and  Pagnac  ta 
a|^)ear. be&)ie  him,  and  aceoont  for  their  conduct; 
Mid  Gcfard  de  Pins,  a  knight  of  the  language  of 
Pro^cence,  who  had  remained  neuter  during  the  <  ton 
mult,  was.  intmatod  with  the  tempQnuy  govem-t 
ment .  of  the  Ordery  with  the  title  of  Yicai-Ge^ 
oeraL  In  accordance  with  the  Pope's  mandate,  iky& 
two  Grandmasters  set.  out  for  Avignon  in  France, 
where  his  Holiness  h^ld  his  coiut.  On  the  wa^ 
they  loaited  Rome,  ^&b  Y^Uaret,  n^ose  £une  had 
go9e  befiore  .him,  wa&  received  with  marked  di$-4 
tinction ;  while  Pa^iac  was  eontemned  98  a  rebels 
who  deserved  oothuag  better,  than  a  halter.  Theic 
daims  were  pnUic^  debated  by  the  most  fiunoua  lasr*^ 
yers  of  the  court  ai  Avignon;  but,,  notwithstandjag 
the  ability  of  his  oonnsel,  Pagnac  was  not  slow  Ut 
discover,  that.  &e  Pc^ie^  affi-onted  at  the  little  ro4, 
^ct  that  had  been  ahown  to  YiUaxet's  appeal^  waa 
secretly  disposed  to  contaavaofi  his  cause.  Af/jpie^, 
hensive  ofbemg  depoaed  by  a  aalemn  judiciaBy  aan-i- 
tence,  and  thereby  placed  under. liie  ban  of  an  incona^ 
ed.enemy^  he  became  cfipesaed  wkh  .melandbe^ 
Leaare  was  given  him  to  mtkt  to  Montp^iex,  wima- 
aosiety  and  bodily  aifanenta  cnmbinad,»80cun  after  pot 
a  .peood  to  his  exiatenoe,  * 

His  death  snpeaoded  th&neoeaBity  iof  m  judjciid 
aentence.  YdWetww  ae^^aatablislwd. in  jjl  his.&mo* 
tionsa^  Gjiiiidwii#ar;.hityhyapigCTteagwflmflntyJ^ 
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iKibnd  liiiBs^  to  abdicate  his  govemmait  f  o  the  pon* 
tiff  within  a  limited  time,  and  to  accept  in  lieu  of 
it  a  great  priory  independent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  hit 
suocessor,  and  exempted  from  the  responsions  exi* 
gS^  by  die  Order. 

'  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  notoriety  of  the  dissen* 
MOB  that  divided  the  knights  encouraged  a  new  enemy 
to  assail  them.  Orcan»  the  son  and  successor  of  the 
redoubted  Othman,  conceiving  Rhodes  to  be  almost 
defenoekss  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  ri- 
rd  Grrandmasters,  and  die  disunion  of  the  Order, 
made  a  descent  on  it,  in  the  hope  of  extirpating  the 
Jonghts,  and  colonizing  it  with  followers  of  the 
I^ophet.  Having  taken  possession  of  the  i^and 
of  Episeopia,  he  made  it  a  dep6t  fer  the  settler^ 
whom  he  had  brought  in  his  train,  and  then  stood 
away  widi  his  fleet  directly  to  Rhodes.  Gerard  de 
•Pins,  the  Vicar-^eneral,  no  so^ier  heard  that  this  ar- 
nufflaent  had  put  to  sea,  than  he  determined  to  en- 
counter it  on  the  waves,  rather  than  tamely  await 
its  debarkation  behind  his^  ramparts.  All  his  war- 
gti^ea  save  foirt  were  cruifflng  in  distimt  parts  of  the 
Levant ;  but  fortunately  six  Genoese  vessels  ch»M;ed 
to  be  in  the  pott  at  the  time,  and  their  commanders 
agreed  to  join,  his  little  squadron.  All  the  knights 
md  soidierB  in  the  island,  and  the  bravest  of  the  n»- 
tives,  were  embuked  in  this  flotilla,  of  which  the  Vi*- 
^Mt'^Qenerel  personally  took  the  command.  By  a 
akitfi^  manttuvre  he  got  the  wind  of  ihe  Tuiks^  iod 
thm  ran  down  boldly  into  the  centre  of  their  line. 
T$e^  knights,  fendliar  vritib  maritime  enterprise,  fought 
with  the  valour  of  men  secure  of  victory,  white  the 
l^urksy  ziatufi^  cowards  on  the  8ea>  and  crowded 
iijfeO'veBsels  akogether  unfit  for  waz&re)  anticipated 
Akemj&mi^AomibA&aA  asset.    Orcan  behdd  his 
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fleet  totally  defeated;  and  the  miserable  colonic 
whom  he  had  left  in  Episcopia,  were  all  eith^  put 
to  the  sword  by  the  victorious  knights,  or  sent  into 
slavery. 

Meanwhile,  Fulk  de  Villaret,  in  accordance  with 
his  agreement  with  the  Pope,  resigned  the  Grand- 
mastership  for  the  Priory  of  Capone,  and  retired  to 
Languedoc,  where  he  died.  His  successor  was 
Helion  de  Villeneuve,  who  was  elevated  to  the 
Grandmastership  by  a  conclave  of  knights  specially 
convened  in  the  Papal  palace.  Villeneuve  was 
openly  favoured  by  the  Pontiff;  and  the  vote  of  the 
assembly  merely  confirmed  the  Prelate's  nommation. 
He  showed  his  gratitude  to  his  ghostly  patron,  by 
investing  him  with  the  rights  of  certain  possessions 
belonging  to  the  Order,  in  and  near  Cahors,  which 
his  Holiness  was  anxious  to  purchase  for  the  en- 
noblement of  his  own  family,  which  was  exceeding- 
•ly  obscure — ^he  being  the  son  of  a  poor  cobbler. 
During  the  Grandmaster's  sojourn  in  France,  he 
•held  a  general  Chapter  at  Montpellier,  which  de- 
dared  all  knights  incapable  of  attaining  any  ofBcial 
dignity  in  the  Order,  until  they  had  been'  actually 
resident  in  the  principal  Hospital  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years.  In  1330,  he  repaired  to  Marseilles 
to  embark  for  Rhodes,  but  was  detained  there  a  con* 
-idderable  time  by  a  dangerous  illness ;  and  it  was 
not  till  1332,  several  years  after  his  election,  that  he 
arrived  in  that  island.  He  found  matters  there  in 
a  roost  unpromising  condition.  The  discipline  of 
the  Order  was  at  the  lowest  ebb ;  the  principal 
knights,*  each  acting  on  his  own  authority,  had  re- 
tired, one  af);er  another,  from  the  jars  and  conten- 
tions that  prevailed  in  the  island,  to  enjoy  tranqiiiii- 
lity  in  their  European  commanderies ;  and  the  walk 
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o{  the  city,  breached  in  many  pkces  by  natural  de« 
cay,  were  fast  idling  into  ruin.  The  Grandmaster 
spared  no  exertions  to  introduce  an  immediate  re« 
form.  The  statute-book  was  reopened,  the  fortifi- 
cations promptly  repaired  and  strengthened,  and  the 
lialf-deserted  war-gallies  remanned  with  the  knights 
whom  he  had  brought  in  his  train  from  the  West. 
In  a  ^ort  time  the  island  was  again  crowded  with 
gallant  soldiers,  and  the  flag  of  Saint  John  restored 
to  its  .former  supremacy  in  the  Levant.  If  an  un- 
due exercise  of  Papal  influence  had  raised  Villeneuve 
lo  the  Grandmastership,  the  energy  and  wisdom 
with  which  he  discharged  the  multi^ous  duties 
4hat  devolved  on  him,  and  the  prosperous  results 
4^t  flowed  from  his  administration,  in  some  mea- 
sure compensated  the  Order  for  the  ancient  privi- 
lege whidi  the  Pope  had  virtually  usurped. 

It  is  in  the  annals  of  this  Grandmaster's  govern- 
ment that  the  following  legend  finds  a  place.     A 
huge  serpent,  or  crocodile,  for  it  is  described  as  an 
amphibious  animal,  had  taken  up  its  abode  in  a 
.  cavern  on  the  brink  of  a  marsh  situated  at  the  base 
of  Mount  Saint  Stephen,  about  two  miles  from  the 
jcity,  from  whence  it  sallied  forth  frequently  in  search 
of  prey.     Not  only  cattle,  but  even  men,  became 
its  victims ;  and  the  whole  island  trembled  at  its 
.voracity. .    Knight  after  knight,  ambitious  of  the  re- 
Bown  of  slaying  such  a  monster,  stole  singly  and  se- 
cretly to  its  haunt,  and  never  returned.     The  crea- 
ture was  covered  with  scales,  which  were  proof  a- 
l^ainst  the  keenest  arrows  and  darts ;  and  at  length 
the  Grandmaster  held  it  his  duty  to  forbid  his  knights 
from  courting  so  unequal  an  encounter.     Deodato 
jde  Gozon,  a  knight  of  the  language  of  Provence, 
j^Qne  Med  to  respect  this  prohibition^  and  Resolved 
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to  deliyer  the  island  'from  the  monrtery  or  perislb 
Having  ofben  reoonnoitced  the  beast  iWmi  a  distance 
he  oonstmcted  a  model  of  it  of  wood  or  past^Marc^ 
and  habituated  two  yoin^  bidl«dogs  to  throw  theiii» 
selves  under  its  betty,  on  a  certain  €sry  bein^  gi^^ 
while  he  himself,  mounted  and  ckd  in  annom-,  as* 
sailed  it  with  his  lanoe.  Having  perfected  his  ar& 
rangementSy  he  bestrode  his  charger,  and  rode  down 
pfivatdy  into  the  marshy  leaving  sevsfal  coi^dsntial 
attendants  stationed  in  a  ^ot  from  whoioe  they 
eould  behold  the  combat.  The  monster  no  sooner 
behdid  him  approadi,  than  it  tan,  with  open  mondl 
and  eyes  duting  fire,  to  devour  him.  Gozoft 
chazged  it  with  lus  lance,  but  the  impenetrable 
scales  turned  aside  the  weapon ;  and  his  steed,  ter- 
rified at  the  fierce  hissing  and  abominable  efflnviimi 
of  the  creature,  became  so  ungovernable  that  he 
had  to  dismount,  and  trust  to  lus  good  sword  and 
his  dogs.  But  the  soaks  ^  the  monster  were  as 
proof  against  his  Mchion  as  his  lanoe.  With  a  ala^ 
of  its  tail  it  dashed  him  to  the  earth,  and  was  just 
opening  its  voracious  jaws  to  devour  hhn,  helniei^ 
hauberk,  spurs  and  all,  when  his  fidd^  dogs  grip 
ped  it  tightly  with^  their  teeth  in  a  vij^erme  part 
of  the  belly.  On  this,  the  knight  quickly  sprung 
to  his  feet,  and  thrust  his  sword  in>  to  the  hilt  in  a 
pkoe  which  had  no  scales  to  dafend  it.  The:  moi^ 
star,  rearing  itself  in  agony,  fell  wkh  a  tremendous 
hiss  on  the  knight,  and  again  prostrated  him  in  the 
4u8t;  and  though  it  instantly  gained  its  last,  so  pro*^ 
di^gious  was  its  sice,  that  Gozon  would  have  heett 
«{ueezed  to  death,  had  not  his  attwidawtei  seeing 
the  object  of  their  terror  deprived  of  life,  made  hastb 
to  hi»  assistance*  They  found  their  master  in  ^ 
swoon;  but  afiar  they  had  with  great  difficult  drawtt 
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ijgn  isom  undar  the  serpent,  he  began  to  hreftthe 
BgrnXf  and  speedily  recovered.  Tlie  jGime  of  thig 
aahi^vement  being  bruited  in  the  city,  a  multitudip 
af  j^epfio  hunied  forth  to  meet  hinu  He  was  oon- 
duuiad  in  tmni^  to  the  Gxaadmaster's  palace ;  but 
dwt  4ignitBry,  heedless  of  popular  acclamatioiv 
Menily  demanded,  wherefore  he  had  violated  hi« 
wkrs,  and  oonunanded  him  to  be  carried  to  prison* 
At  A  subsequfint  meetiog  of  the  Council,  he  pro- 
po0ed  that  the  cu^rit  should  atone  for  his  disobey 
I&9KO0  with  his  life ;  but  this  severe  sentence  was 
initi^ed  to  a  deprivation  of  the  habit  of  the  Orders 
To  this  degndatioa  he  was  fosced  to  submit;  but 
in  a  little  time  the  Grandmast^  rdented,  and  not 
only  riKtared  him  to  his  former  rank,  but  loaded  him 
ipith  &voms.  * 

•  It  is  unnecessary , to  point  out  the  bibulous  chfr- 
Aefeer  of  diis  story*  The  simple  truth  seems  to  be, 
that  the  knight  Deodato  de  Goz<»i  killed  an  animal 
wbick  had  excited  dread  throughiout  the  island^  an^ 
liwiehy  aoijpred  gveat  renown*  Thevenot,  in  his 
tna^db^t  descobes  the  el^gy  of  the  monster  as  in 
«lu«teo«e  in  his  time*  It  was^  he  says,  larger  than 
ihat  of  a  heme,  the  mouth  c^^shing  from  ear  to  ea^ 
Iha  toflth,  ejsa  and  nostrils,  enormous,  and  the  skin 
fi  the  eclaiit,  of  dust.  Traditions  of  the  same  kind 
^i|»  pfflvafent  in  almost  every  country  of  Europe.  % 

•  Vfiiiot.  f  Editioaofie37. 

I  It  ia  stated  hj  Diodonis  Siculai  (lib.  5.),  that  Rhodes 
being  Gfrerrun,  in  ancient  timeS)  by  enomuras  serpents,  some 
if  which  devoured  the  inhafaitante,  the  <n«eleof  Delos  was 
iwnaatepd,  tad  iwmmanded  that  Phorfata»  a  warrior  of  disr 
Unction  then  in  Thessaly,  should  be  sent  for  to  destroy  them.. 
An  embassy  was  despatched^  accordingly^  and  returned  with 
Phokbaa^  who  eiptermiqated  the  nvonsters,  and  settled  io  the 
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The  severity  of  Villeneure's  goTemmcnty  at  ita 
vommencement,  restored  the  Order  for  a  time  to  it$ 
pristine  purity ;  hat  gradually  his  rigour  began  to 
abate,  and,  in  the  end,  complaints  were  carried  to 
the  Pope,  that  the  knights  had  become  n^ligent  of 
their  duties,  and  left  the  Turkish  corsairs  sole  pos^ 
session  of  the  Archipelago  and  Levant.  The  Pope» 
{Clement  the  Sixth),  fretted  by  these  reports,  wrote 
isharply  to  the  Grandmaster,  upbraiding  the  knights 
for  their  fine  horses,  their  good  cheer,  their  rich  ap- 
parel, their  services  of  gold  and  silver,  their  hounds 
^nd  hawks,  their  avarice,  and  their  inattention  to 
4he  safety  of  Christian  pilgrims  travelling  beyond 
<isea.  To  enforce  an  immediate  reformation,  he  inti- 
mated, that  it  was  proposed  to  denude  the  Order  of 
a  part  of  its  revenues,  for  the  endowment  of  a  rival 
institution,  as  the  only  way  of  resucitating  that  lau- 
dable etnulatioH  which  had  rendered  the  early  Ho8» 
pitallers  and  Templars  so  renowned.  He  further 
^commended,  that  the  knights  should  bestir  thera«> 
selves  to  arrest  the  conquests  of  the  Turks,  who  were 
preparing  to  pass  the  Hellespont  and  to  ovemm 
Romania,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  Christian  fiuudi 
4n  that  country.  To  avert  this  terrible  calamity,  he 
had,  he  said,  formed  a  league  with  several  Christian 
•Princes,  for  the  equipment  of  a  naval  armament 
sufficiently  powerful  to  sweep  the  seas  ;  and  he  call** 
ed  upon  the  Order  of  Saint  John,  as  having  a  richer 
treasury  than  any  potentate  in  Europe,  to  furnish 
six  gallies  to  act  in  concert  with  this  fleet. 
•  Tlie  Grandmaster,  though  indignant  that  his  de- 
tractors had  obtained  credence  at  the  court  of  Avig* 

island.     It  is  possible  that  tbis  ancient  tradition  may  have 
furnished  a  groundwork  for  the  legend  of  Deodato  de  Gozon.  - 
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Hon,  lost  no  time  in  obejring  the  Papal  mandate* 
Rich  g^innents  and  wines  were  expressly  forbidden ; 
the  knights  were  restricted  to  one  dish  a  day ;  six 
gallies  were  promptly  equipped  for  sea ;  and,  lastly^ 
die  pontiff  was  formally  invited  to  suggest  such  re* 
trenchments  as  he  conceived  requisite,  and  to  send 
commissioners,  invested  with  his  apostolical  autho« 
ritv,  to  enforce  an  exact  observance  of  the  new  re^ 
gulations. 

,  The  Pope  was  mollified  by  this  ready  obedience ; 
and  the  armament,  of  which  he  had  spoken,  having 
put  to  sea  wider  the  command  of  a  Genoese  cap'* 
tain,  called  Gingarna,  it  was  joined  by  the  Rho- 
dian  gaUies«  But  the  admiral»in-chief  was  more  of 
a  merchant  than  a  warrior ;  and  tlie  legate  of  the 
Holy  See,  who  sailed  in  the  same  ship,  and,  in  ac* 
oonlance  with  Papal  policy,  enjoyed  in  reality  the  su« 
preme  command,  closely  imitated  the  trafficking  Gre* 
ttoese.  Gingarria's  mismanagement  becoming  known 
to  the  Princes  of  the  league,  he  was  superseded,  and 
^e  squadron  confided  to  John  de  Biandra,  a  knight 
of*  Rhodes.  Biandra  conmiemorated  his  appoint* 
fiisnt^  by  an  achievement  worthy  of  the  banner  un- 
der which  he  fought.  Smyrna,  a  considerable  sea- 
port of  Anatolia,  served  at  that  time  as  a  place  of 
nefiige  to  all  the  corsairs  of  the  Archipelago ;  and  it 
•  oocurced  to  him,  that  he  could  not  do  a  worthier 
service  to  Christendom,  than  storming  that  nest  of 
Itomets.  With  this  view,  he  embarked  a  strong  bo-* 
dy  of  Rhodian  troops,  commanded  by  several  cho- 
asn  knights,  and  sailed  directly  into  the  deep  gulf, 
at  the  head  of  which  Smyrna  lies  (1344).  For-; 
tone  smiled  so  &r  on  his  enterprise,  as  to  put  him 
<n  possession  of  the  citadel,  which  commanded  t^he 
port ;  and  being  prpmptly  reinforced  firom  Rhode9s 
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Ihe  Christiaiu  were  eoaUed  to  ertabliafatheoMclwai 
pemuineiitly  in  it,  thoqgfa  tbe  upper  town,  whiek 
was  miBoas  and  uninba&ted,  and  the  wlude  of  the 
adjacent  ooun^,  vemaiaed  in  the  hands  t>£  the.ene% 
mj,  who,  &r  upwards  of  a  year,  hatassed  them  by 
incessant  attacks.  At  length,  M orbassan,  die  Tnrk^ 
tsh  general,  had  recourse  to  a  stntegem,  in  die  bom 
of  achieving  their  expulsion.  Affecting.to  turn  ma 
leaguer  into  a  blockade,  he  retired  into  the  interioB 
of  the  country  with  the  principal  put  of  his  aany, 
leaving  his  camp  in  charge  of  a  ver¥  auignifiGaal 
force ;  whereupon  the  lon^its,  with  their  luual  in^. 
petuosity,  forced  the  intrenchmenis,  and  acattend 
the  few  remaining  Turks  without  resistance.  In- 
flated  by  this  easy  victory,  they  proceeded  to  cdA« 
brate  it  on  the  spot ;  bat,  in  the  nudat  of  their  hiA 
festival,  while  the  wine*oiip  circled  gaily^  and  torn 
diout  o£  revelry  mingled-  with  the  clarion's  viotonsaB 
blast,  the  atabal  of  the  Infidek  sounded  a  point  of 
w«f  on  dieir  flank,  and  cdled  them  to  zesune  ihi 
battle.  In  vain  did  they  try  to  make  a  stand  agaiait 
die  fierce  host  widcb  Motbassm  bvought  down,  cm 
diem.  Thrown  into  rumous  disorder  by  the  AaA 
onset,  die  combat  became  a  massaaoe.  The  Papal 
kgate,  ¥^Q.had  incautiously^  repaioed  to  the  field  to 
partake  in  the  general  joy,  was  slain- with  iiaa^>  aH 
ms  suite ;  and  the  km  kii^^ils,  who  eacaped  a  «- . 
milar  fiite,  had  infinite  diffieolty  in  legnning  the  afai^ 
tor  of  their  own  battlements*  A  suooession  o£  le* 
infercement  from  Rhodes,  hovrever,  enabled  tiia 
Order  to  maintain  the  castle  till  the  beginane  .of 
die  fifteenth  century,  when  the  hi»dea  of  Tamenuw 
dadied  down  in  blood  the  Christian  baanea. :  - .  u. 
In  1346,  the  Grandmarter  Helionde  ViUeaevnKtaa 
nuQsted  hishoaourable  career.   It  is  xeoordedof  Unii 
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dflitt'he  paid  aQ  the  debts  of  the  Order,  strengthened 
iMd  enlarged  the  Ibrtiiications  of  the  city  and  island, 
bidk  a  chuiteh  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  at  his  own 
esqpense,  and  left  *a  fiind  sufficient  for  the  mainte* 
nance  of  two  ckoplauis,  to  celebrate  mass  in  it  dailj 
for  the  repose  of  his  sotd.     Several  knights  aspired 
to  the  honour  of  being  nominated  his  successor ; 
and  the  Order  was  divided  as  to  their  comparative 
merits ;  the  elder- brethren  arguing,  that  the  new  go^ 
vemor  ought  to  be  a  rigid  disciplinasrian ;  ^hile  th^ 
yomiger  desired  only  a  valiant  commander  to  head 
them  in  war,  and.  teach  them  to  win  ridies  and 
glory.     It  is  told  by  some  historians,  that  among 
the  electors  was  Deodato  de  Gozon,  the  knight 
who  had  immtnrtalized  himsdf  by  slaym^  the  dragon, 
and  who  had  latterly  acted  as  Villeiieu-ve  s  lieutenaatv 
On  being  asked  to  give  his  vote,  he  said,  **  When 
I  entered  this  oonelave,  I  made  a  solemn  vow  to 
give-  m^  suinige  in  &vOttr  of  the  knight  whom  I 
should  esteem  most  deservmg  of  this  great  dignity, 
amd,  w^ose  intentions  seemed  to  me  most  calculate 
ta  advance  the  geaend  good.     Having  gravely  consi^ 
dared  tk»  present  state  of  Claistendom — the  pope^ 
tual  war  imich  we- aw  vwom  to  wage  with  me  In* 
fidel»*-*aDd  the  rest^tion  and  vigour  necessaiy  to 
pievent  «^^relaxfl^OR  ki  our  discipline-^  dedare  ^at 
IsysetfamthemonbestfuaiiiSed  to  be  yomr  Grand- 
mister.*'     He  ooncluded  this  nnguhtf  addiessr  wil^ 
a  &)e  harangue  ou  his  own  virtues,  in  \i^ich,  d£ 
course,  •his  renoonlfe  with  tii«  serpent  wasr  duly  re^ 
niend>ered ;  and  the  knights,  tak«i  by  surprise,  and 
fiiiad  widi  adniraiion  at  a  mode  of  proOeeding  so 
widely  at  -varianee  wiilll^a^  which-  had  hitherto  beeh 
comiiaered  becoming  in  a  canti^te  for  the  si:qpreme 
.  «  -  -         * 
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honour,  voted  by  a  m&jority  in  his  fitvour.  *  Pop6 
.Clement' the  Sixth's  brief,  however,  which  is  dat^ 
the  18th  of  June  1346,  puts  a  contrary  construction 
xm  the  whole  affair ;  for  it  attests,  that,  so  &r  firom 
being  anxious  to  obtain  the  grandmastership,  Gozon 
was  with  difficulty  induced  to  accept  it.  f  The 
truth,  probably,  lies  between  these  statements.  It 
OQuld  scarcely  happen^  that  a  man  of  Gozon's  in* 
trepid  character  could  have  been  either  so  devoid  of 
mctdesty  or  of  ambition  as  they  represent  hinu 

The  energy  with  which  he  entered  on  the  duties 
of  his  office,  speedily  proved  to  the  knights  tlie 
propriety  of  their  choice.  By  his  individual  exer- 
tions, he  partially  revived  the  maritime  league ;  and 
prevailed  on  the  Christian  princes  who  comprised 
^  to  place  their  combined  squadrcms  under  John 
de  Biandra,  the  same  Hospitaller  who  had  before 
ao  honourably  commanded  it.  This  gallant  knight 
lost  no  time  in  signalizing  his  appointment,  by  an 
action  worthy  of  his  renown*  He  ran  down  with 
bis  little  squadron  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dardanellea; 
jmd,  finding  a  Turkish  flotilla  at  anchor  off  the  small 
island  of  Imbro,  fearlessly  engaged  it.  The  Turks, 
.surprised  and  taken  at  a  vantage,  were  unable  to  ofier 
effectual  resistance.  One  hundred  and  eighteen 
feluccas,  or  armed  barks,  were  destroyed  or  taken ; 
Iiut,  by  dint  of  skil&l  management,  thirty-two  gat- 
lies  escaped  to  sea.  The  Christians  aftenraras 
landed  a  body  of  troops  on  the  ishmd ;  and,  in  ao- 
.cordance  with  the  mode  of  warfare  usiial  at  the 
time,  laid  it  waste. 

In  the  same  year,  the  Grandmaster  leeek^ed  a 
formal- application  for  assistance  ^m  the- King  of 

r 

•  •• ;  ^ 

•  Vertot  f  Boitgelin,  ChMn^  M^ttu 
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Lesser  Armenia,  whose  frontiers  had  been  violated 
by  the  Egyptian  Saracens.     Though  it  ma  the  po** 
Mcy  of  the  Latin  Church  to  encourage  nearly  as 
litter  a  detestation  of  Christian  schismatics,  as  of  the 
Ibllowers  of  Islam,  Gozon  was  a  knight  too  fond  of 
warlike  emprise,  to  allow  the  Armenian  Prince  to 
become  theprey  ci  the  lafidek^  mesdy  beeaaaerbe 
and  his  subjects  had  espoused  the  Greek  rituaL    At 
his  suggestion,  }he  council,  to  which  the  matter  was 
submitted,  agreed  to  send  the  suppliant  monarch 
v»y  considerable  succours  ;  and,  accordingly,  a  large 
fleet  was  equipped,  whidi  carried  the  flower  of  the 
knights,  together  with  a  powerful  body  of  stipen- 
diaries,  to  the  Asiatic  shore.     The  point  at  which 
they  made  their  descent  has  escaped  history ;  but, 
£x>m  the  &ct  that  the  Armenian  army  made  a  di- 
wxsion  towards  the  coast,  and  that  a  junction  was 
tSect/dd  without  much  difficulty,  it  in  all  probability 
took  place  somewhere  in  the  Great  Gulf  of  Scande* 
loon.     In  the  first  battle  that  ensued,  the  knights, 
jEoosed  by  the  sight  of  their  ancient  adversaries— >1^e 
•barbarians  who  had  mined  and  buimt  them  out  of 
their  last  stronghold  in  Palestine — ^in  a  great  mea- 
«ire  secured  the  victory  to  the  Armenian  standard. 
Thei  sight  of  the  well-known  banner  of  Saint  John, 
in  the  brunt  of  the  conflict,  struck  surprise  and  panic 
into  the  breasts  of  the  Saracens ;  nevertheless,  they 
ion^t  long  and  obstinately ;  but,  when  they  did  at 
Jhaoglh  give  way,  their  d^comfiture  was  completet 
The-  bravest  of  them  perished  on  the  field ;  and 
much'spoU,  and  many  prisoners,  afterwards  fell  into 
thd' hands  of  the  conquercHS.     This  victory  was  fot 
Jowed-  by  the  recovery  of.  all  the  towns  which  the 
invaders  had  wrested  from  Armenia  (1347);  and 
the  Knights  of  Rhodes  did  not  withdraw  from  the 
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fnff»  until  liiey  hid  toftattf  fiMdtke  araDlvfi«dW 
Bscenic  aggvessicm.  i 

As  this  eiqsedidoay  oan^ined  wikh  the  fi>f«a 
wihich  the  Oi6bt  was  obliged  to  nuintasn  at  8ta».  m 
tenns  of  the  maiitime  tieai^  to  whieh  it  was  a  {Nuty^ 
pressed  haid  on  its  finnaces,  the  Giandiaagter  emir* 
eeived  it  his  duty  to  call  upon  those 
viiio  had  not  paid  up  their  zespanaoDSy  to  n 
^em  withoQt  delay.  In  particuhir,  he  wzete  tOi  titt 
Commandera  a£  Swedtin,  DeanurkiBnd  'Somty^  ^epi 
emptOTily  ehaiging  dwm  to  makethe  leqpnite'  com* 
tiibutions,  and  at  the  same  time  draft  i&m  jom^^ 
of  their  brethien  fer  the  piibhe  service  in  Biiodes^ 
He  aiso  took  occasion  to  repcoach.  them  with  hav* 
ing  furnished  neither  money  nor  men  since  the  ioM 
tif  the  Holy  Land.  *  Shortly  afterwaiidsy  the  Ytsom 
fBtmB  and  Genoese  hafing  declared  war  against  aadi 
tDther,  the  comhiaed  squadsons  separated;  and  the 
league  which  had  been  fiamed  for  idie  protection  af 
the  Levant  was  diasolved.  Many  knighta  of  Rhoiai^' 
led  away  by  patriotic  attachments^  and  in  vinlatim 
of  the  vow  whaeh  bound  them  to  make  war  oniy-Ar 
gainst  the  eneuHes  of  Christy  engi^ed  in^tbe  quml 
of  the  fival  repiddics.  The'tPope.  shgq>ly leia  iiujimIi 
ed  the  Grandmaster  forsthis  deseliatiotty  whidi  the 
'latter  justly  seprasentedias  the  offence  of  individiialBk 
not  of  the  Order ;  yet  sdoae  years  aftsrwaidB^  ClemeatTs 
auecessor  Innocent  ^e  Sixth,  wilh  aa  3ncoiifiidl8nfl)r 
not  nnusual  in  the  occapants  <^  >  Saint  Petei's  chak^ 
strenuously  urged  the  lOEi^ts  to  intevfeie  in  ili^ 
intestine  feuds  which  then  desohned  ConstanthH^^ 
But  the  Grandmaster  sefined  to  engage  in  &ainl 
yf^  between  CItfistiBn  prinees  \  wodf  finding.  hiiMd||f 


•  V 


InfMied  by'  the  iiitr»ctability  ef  niany  of  the  Euro- 
pean  CoinraandeiSy  who  persisted  in  withholding 
theiv  re^onsionsy  to  the  great 'dili^idatioB  of  the 
tfeasury^  he  requested  permission  to  resign  a  dignity 
whidi  had  bec^e  burdensome  to  ^  man  of  his  aid* 
fOMed  age.  •  The  Pope,  sensible  of  his  meritorious 
mtMtes,  declined  ait  first  to  consent  to  his  retire- 
acttt ;  but  a  second  ai^hcalion  was  attended  with 
miOt%  miooess.  Before  the  lieense  for  a  new  election 
itaohed  Rhodes,  however,  death  liberated  the- Grand* 
master  fiom  the  cares  oi  mrarti^ty  (1353).  The 
*daiii«tion  and  tears  of  his  brethren,  and  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  isknd,  followed  Mm  to  the  grave ; 
Ittd  the  monument  that  was  reared  over  it  bof e  this 
iA6cn|ttion,  ^'  Herb  libs  trb  YANatiiBitBit  pt 
THE  Dragon  r'* 

•  Peter  de  ComiUan,  a  knight  of  the  language  of 
PtovttKC,  was  elevated  to  the  vacant  <Mgnity.  He 
was  a  man  of  an  austere  habits  •  4nd  of  a  severe  mo* 
laUty  ;•  and,  like  several  of  his  immediate  predeoes* 
eova,  he  instantly  set  about  reforming  abuses,  and 
Mviving  regulations  which  ware  in  danger  of  &lling 
into  di^ise.  While  he  was  thus  creditably  employ* 
fd»  another  attempt  was  made  to  dei^i)  the  Oyder 
rf  those  possessioiis  which  had  devolved  to  it  on 
Aesuppxession  ofthe  Templars ;  but  ihough  it  had 
Blaiiy  secret  enemies :  at  ihe  ao^aat  of  Avignon,  they 
Iriled  in  their  endeavourt  to  subvert  ite  rqmtation 
^  the  desiied  astent.  StiM,  the  cahunnie»  vihich 
^y  propagated  render^  the  Poittiff  suspicious  and 
^Mptims.  Theztqpid  progress  v^eh  the  Turkish 
iaaa  wiere  mali^ig'  to  the  noithwatd  of  the  Helles- 
fQiit»4iiade  kirn  trimble  (ot  the  stfiity  <tf  Italy>  and 

•  Ytirtot. 
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inclined  him  to  knd  a  willing  ear  to  those  courtly 
who  represented  the  Knights  of  Saint  John  as  in- 
dolent, luxurious,  and  negligent  of  the  Christian 
interests*     Persuaded  that  they  required  to  be  re* 
moved  horn  their  insular  &stnesses  to  a  more  ex- 
posed situation,  where  they  would  have  less  time  for 
sinful  dalliance,  and  more  hard  ^ocks  with  the  In^ 
fidels,  he  despatched  a  special  mission  to  Rhodes, 
headed  by  the  Knight  Juan  Femandes  de  Heredia, 
Grand  Prior  of  Castile,  his  confidant  and  &vourite, 
with  powers  to  submit  to  the  Chapter  a  proposition 
to  that  effect.      His   Holiness  recommended  that 
Rhodes  should  be  abandoned,  and  the  chief  Hospi- 
tium  transferred  to  some  nook  of  the  neighbouring 
continent,  he  cared  not  whether  in  Syria  or  Aua^ 
tolia,  *  where  the  knights  might  rekindle  such  a 
fiame  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  territory,  as  would 
divert  him  fi'om  extending  his  European  conquests, 
and  direct  all  his  attention  to  securing  his  Asiatic 
domination*     This  was  either  the  scheme  of  a  do- 
tard incapable  of  foresight,  or  of  a  hypocrite  who 
was  anxious  to  betray  the  Order  to  its  ruin.     In 
their  seagirt  territory,  their  shores  bristling  with 
forts,  tlieir  creeks  crowded   with   war-gallies,    the 
knights  were  a  thorn  in  the  flank  of  the  Ottoman, 
which  all  his  might,  puissant  aa  he  had  become, 
could  scarcely  eradicate.     But,  oh  the  continent  of 
Asia  Minor,  they  would  have  been  his  certain  prey, 
at  whatever  time  he  chose  to  direct  his  fam^ical 
legions  against  them. 

This  proposition  was  accompanied  by  a  threat,  that 
if  the  knights  did  not  devote  themselves  to  certain  death 
in  the  manner  he  pointed  out,  it  would  place  him  un- 

*  Vertot-^Boi^gelin  sayv,  («Tbe  Continent  of  Europt.  * 
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rfer  the  necessity  of  employing  forcible  measures  to 
secure  obedience ;  and  that,  in  particular,  he  would 
feel  it  his  duty  to  deprive  them  of  the  estates  of  the 
TemplarS)  which  he  would  employ  for  the  endowment 
of  a  new  military  order,  whose  zeal  should  either 
excite  their  emi^tion,  or  become  their  reproach. 
The  Grandmaster,  unwilling  to  exasperate  the  Pon- 
tiff, and  equally  averse  to  compromise  the  existence 
of  the  Order,  demanded  time  to  consult  a  general 
Chapter.  To  this  his  Holiness  assented ;  but  order- 
ed that  the  assembly  should  meet  within  his  immedi- 
ate jurisdiction.  The  Grandmaster  did  not  live  to 
see  the  settlement  c^  this  harassing  debate.  He 
had  only  been  eighteen  months  superior  of  the  Order 
when*  he  died. 

Roger  de  Pins,  a  knight  of  Provence,  succeeded 
CorniQan.     He  was  a  member  of  the  same  illustri- 
ous Languedocian  femily  from  which  Odo  de  Pins 
the  twenty-third  Grandmaster,  and  Gerard  de  Pins, 
•  the  Vicar-general  who  repidsed  the  armament  of  Or- 
can,  second  Sultan  of  the  Ottoman  line,  were  de- 
scended.    The  assembly,  convoked  to  discuss  the 
papal  proposition  regarding  the  removal  of  the  Or- 
der, having  met  at  Avignon,  brothers  William  de 
Mailly  Grand  Prior  of  France,  and  William  Chalfis, 
Grand  Prior  of  Auvergne,  were  nominated  presidents 
in  the  Grandmaster's  name.     Happily,  before  the 
-  Chapter  met,  a  new  whim  seized  the  Pontiff,  who 
was  brought  to  believe  that  it  would  be  more  for  the 
protection  of  Italy  and  the  security  of  Christendom, 
if  he  could  establish  the  Knights  of  Rhodes  in  the 
\Morea,  as  a  barrier  to  the  barbarian  torrent  which 
'  had  already  flooded  the  greater  part  of  Thrace.   Two 
'  Christian  princes,  Robert,  titiiar-emperor  of  Con- 
stantoiople,  and  James  of  Savoy,  laid  claim  to  the 
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Moiea ;  Irat  ifiiile  tibeir  matiMl  prcfeensioM  wise  its 
wordy  dependence,  the  Turk  hoToed  ready  to 
pounce  on  the  disputed  soil.  The  knights  relished 
this  proposal  nearly  as  little  as  they  did  that  which 
reeommended  their  hanishment  to  the.  continent  of 
Asia,  and  exercised  all  their  craft  to  spin  out  the  pte- 
liminary  negotiations.  In  the  end,  James  of  SaToy 
dying  before  any  definite  arrangement  was  affected, 
the  design  was  virtually  abandoned* 

Thoi]^,  by  ddlfiil  diplomacy,  the  project  enter* 
tained  by  the  Pope  to  root  the  Order  out  of  Rhodes 
Was  rendered  abortive,  he  managed,  by  an  act  of  men* 
dacious  usurpation,  to  invest  himself  with  ona  of 
^e  most  important  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Gimd* 
master.  Heredia,  the  same  Arnigonese  kni^il  fAo 
had  carried  to  Rhodes  the  unpalatable  proposition  of 
removal,  had  wormed  himself  so  deeply  into  the  Poo- 
tiff's  fiivonr,  that  the  latter  exerted  all  his  anthoii^  to 
aggrandize  him ;  and,  after  loading  him  with  honoms 
St  his  own  expense,  nominated  hun,  in  breach  of  the 
privil^s  of  tne  Order,  €rrand  Prior  of  the  PriorieB 
of  Ca^e  and  Saint  Giles.  This  innovation  exas- 
perated the  whole  body  of  knights^  Hiey  had  rea- 
son to  suspect  that  the  ambitious  Arragonian  had 
projected  the  extraordinary  schone  yvbam  had  jtifit 
mllen  to  the  ground,  with  the  ultimate  view  of  gettii^ 
himsdf  installed  Bailiff  of  Rhodes,  with  sovereign 
powers,  throi]^  tliepi^  influence ;  and  they  there- 
fore strenuously  protested  npoBst  faia  annchiiiwit, 
as  an  indication  that  ^  Pope  meant  to  subvert  their 
constitution.  The  Grandmaster  tried  to  bribe  Hele- 
na to  resign  the  commanderies  he  had  thus  iflagalty 
monopolized,  by  naming  him  his  lieutenant  on  thu 
aide  thesea ;  but  the  insatiable  jS^Mniard^  noli^nly 
retained  ndiat  he  had  already  got>  bui  madbAaa 


TWENTT*XIOHTR  Q]IAN0M ASTER.        289' 

cummissiob  an  snlhdrity  to  intercept  the  refiponsioiis 
q£  other  ocuiimanders.  A  subsequent  attempt  was 
toflde  to  prosecute  &is  fidse  knight,  as  an  usurper  of 
die  xevenues  of  the  Order ;  but  the  secret  madiina- 
•tions  of  the  Pope  prevented  any  ulterior  proceedings, 
and  ultimately  secured  him  in  all  his  dignities.  All 
tiut  the  Grandmaster  could  effect,  was  the  enactment 
of  ceatam  r^uktiona  calculated  to  prevent,  for  the 
time  to  come,  a  similar  malrappropriation  of  the  dues 
c£  the  Order.  In  the  same  Chapter  it  vras  decreed, 
that  no  serving  brother  should  thereafter  he  awarded 
the  doss  of  knighthood—*^  rule  which  had  been  al- 
lowed to  fidl  into  partial  desuetude.  The  Grand- 
master did  not  long  survive  the  dissolution  of  this 
assendblj.  The  inhabitanla  of  Rhodes  bewailed  his 
ideadi-as  a^pubiio  calamity;  and  £rom  the  circum- 
stance of  his  faajni^,  at  a.  time  when  the  island  was 
devBStatedby  pestilence  andfamine,  devoted  his  whole 
income^  and  even  soJd  his  furniture  and  plate,  to  re- 
lii^VB  the  indigent  portion  of  the  community,  the 
honeitrafaie  title  of  Ahnsgiver  descended  on  him  in 
hts.grave« 

Rji^ond  Berenger,  a  kni^t  of  the  language  of 
IVovence^saceeeded  to  the  vacant  supmority  ( 1365). 
He  was  a  native  el  Dauphiny,  and  had  in  his  veins 
liie.blood  of  kings — whether  Italian  or  Catalonian, 
is'a  point  which  his  biographers  have  not  been  able 
to  determine.  He  was  an  honourable  and  intrepid 
soldier ;  and^  searcely  had  he  attained  the  supreme 
eobmumd,  whefr  he  was  presented  with  a  fitting  op- 

rtftunity  for  chsri^us  daring.     Corsairs,  equ^^ied 
the  laateiBCS  of  Egypt,  harassed  the  Christian  flag 
in  every  comer  of  the  Levant ;  and  finding  that  they 
veimstantly  eluded  the  pfoisuit  of  his  war^gallies,  the 
""Gmsindstm  «greed»  in  concert  with  the  King  of 
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Cypras,  to  fit  out  an  armament  sofficientiy  laige  to 
follow  them  even  into  the  port  of  Alexandria.  A 
fleet  of  nearly  an  hiuidred  vessels,  great  and  smaQ, 
was  collected,  and  a  body  of  stipendi^^  troops,  chief- 
ly drawn  from  France,  and  commanded  by  the  chosen  • 
chivalry  of  Saint  John,  were  embarked.  The  Pope 
alone  (Urban  the  Fifth)  was  intnisted  with  the  destin- 
ation of  the  armament,  which  the  King  of  Cyprus  and 
the  Grandmaster  headed  in  person.  In  five  days  after 
weighing  anchor  fi'om  Cyprus  it  arrived  on  the 
Egyptian  coast,  when  the  troops  debarked,  and,  sud- 
denly presenting  themselves  at  the  gates  of  Alexan- 
dria, attempted  to  take  that  city  by  scalade.  But 
the  inhabitants,  though  taken  by  surprise,  and  gi^eat- 
ly  startled  to  see  the  standard  of  the  Cross  ui^irled 
at  the  base  of  their  ramparts,  were  too  numerous, 
and  the  garrison  too  brave,  to  ML  by  a  coup^de-main* 
The  war-blast  of  the  Christian  trumpet  brought 
thousands  of  soldiers  and  citizens  to  defend  the  wdls. 
Stationed  in  firm  phalanxes  on  the  parapet,  and  armed 
with  spears  and  javelins,  they  hinrled  back  the  assail- 
ants into  the  ditdi,  where  they  were  either  crushed  by 
huge  stones,  or  transpierced  by  arrows.  Hie  too,  and 
boiHng  oil,  were  flung  into  the  midst  of  the  storming 
ranks ;  and  many  soldiers,  enveloped  in  flames  and 
shrieking  with  intolerable  agony,  fled  fi'om  the  com- 
bat, and  cast  themselves  headlong  into  the  water  to 
quench  the  flames.  But  the  knights  had  come  to  the 
battle,  prepared  for  a  fierce  resistance  and  great  blood- 
shed. Animated  by  the  ancient  war-cry  of  their  Or- 
der— ^the  first  time  that  the  majority  of  them  had 
heard  it  raised  at  the  foot  of  a  Saracen  rampart — ^they 
persisted  in  the  assault,  and,  mounting  over  the  slain, 
leaped  upon  the  parapet,  and  ftom  thence  into  the 
town.  .  Massacre  and  spoliation  followed ;  and  yet. 
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9&er  all,  barely  half  the  city  was  won.  The  greater 
part  of  ihe  inhabitants  strongly  intrenched  themselves 
in  the  lower  town  ;  and  the  Christian  commanders, 
having  intelligence  brought  them  that  the  Sultan  of 
Egypt  was  advancing  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army, 
held  it  prudent  to  abandon  their  conquest,  and  be- 
take themselves  to  their  ships  with  the  vast  booty 
they  had  bec9me  possessed  o£  Having  set  fire  to 
all .  the  Saracen  vessels  in  the  port,  and  embarked 
such  prisoners  as  they  cared  to  carry  away  with  them, 
they  sailed  for  their  own  insular  feuitnesses,  which 
they -regained  without  disaster.  In  this  expedition 
a  hundred  Hospitallers  lost  their  lives. 

The  Grandmaster  did  not  return  from  the  perils 
of  war  to  exijoy  uninterrupted  tranquillity  in  his  pa- 
lace. The  same  intractability  on  the  part  of  the  Eu- 
ropean commanders  whidi  had  sent  his  immediate 
pzedecessor  down  in  sorrow  to  the  grave,  rendered 
his  duties  peculiarly  harassing  and  ungracious.  In 
vain, did  he  require  these  de&ulters  to  pay  up  their 
responsions.  They  treated  his  authority  wiUi  con- 
,tempt,  and  employed  the  revenues  of  their  comman- 
deries  in  purchasing  the  countenance  and  protection 
of  the  princes  in  whose  dominions  they  were  situat- 
.ed.  and  in  enriching  their  own  fiunilies.  Such  of 
them  as  made  remittances  to  Rhodes,  affected  to  re- 
gard  them  either  as  arbitrary  alms,  or  as  special  dona- 
tions. To  crown  the  Grandmaster's  distress,  disputes 
broke  out  between  the  languages  of  Provence  and 
Italy,  and  the  wranglers  contumaciously  re^ed  to 
«ubmit  their  differences  to  his  judgment.  The  spirit 
,of  Berenger  was  broken  by  this  contempt  of  his  juris- 
diction ;  and,  impressed  with  an  idea  that  the  Order 
lequired  a  man  of  greater  capacity  and  vigour  than 
himself  to  head  it,  he  made  the  Pope  a  tender  of  his 
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nsignatioiu  Bui  the  Pontiffy  who  knew  his  wotA^ 
refused  to  countenaaoe  hk  abdication ;  and*  to  «6r 
duce  the  lefiraotory  oomnumdera  to  sul^ection^  Iia 
sommoned  them  to  acoount  for  tbeir  conduct  before 
a  genenl  aesen^lj  at  Avignon  (1373).  Thia  a»» 
sembly,  which  the  Gnndnuster  waa  not  required  td 
attend  by  reason  of  hia  great  age,  first  gave  judges 
ment  between  the  Proyenfal  and  Italian  EjiigfatSy 
wko  were  reconciled  rather  by  an  amicahle  acyual* 
ment  of  their  differences,  than  by  a^rigorous  decision* 
It  was  subsequently  enacted^  pursuant  to  a  memorial 
firom  Rhodes,  that  no  kiught  should  o^oy  more* 
than  one  grand,  commandery,  or  two  smau  ones } 
and  that  all  respoBsiona  should  be  remitted  annuaBy 
on  pain  of  removal  from  the  command*  -  Seyeral 
other  regulations  calculated  to  strengthen  the  Grand* 
master's  authority,  were  added  to  the  statutes  ;  bnt 
death  prevented  Beienger  from  benefiting  by  thenu 
He  lived,  however,  long  enough  to  learn  that  they 
had  received  the  Pope  (Gregory  the  Eleventh's)  tip* 
probation. 

His  suooesBor  was  Robert  de  Julliac,  Grrand  Prior 
of  France,  who  waa  elected  in  absence  (1374),  be* 
ing  then  resident  at  his  priory,  from  which  he  in« 
stantly  hastened  to  Avignon,  to  tlurow  himself  al  the 
Pope's  fret.  His  first  act  was  to  8iq)erBede  aU'the 
refractory  knights  who  held  cis*marine  commuderiea. 
His  next,  was  taking  upon  himself  and  liis  Order  the 
property  and  defence  of  the  castle  and  lower  Usnm 
of  Smyrna,  which  had  devolved  on  the  Pontiff  aa 
the  virtual  conquest  of  his  legate,  achieved  by  the 
eon&derated  foree  wluch  John  de  Briandsa  had  led 
against  it.  It  was  with  great  reluctance,  howewr^ 
that  the  Grandmaster  acceded  to  the  latter  alrangeh 
ment.    He  aigoed, .  that  the  chaige  waa  not  only 
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ptxilevsy  but  biirdensooie  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
Tiew^' beyond  the  means  of  the  Order,  The  Pope 
attsweted,  that  ita  peril  ought  to  be  a  recommenda-. 
tioQ  to  the  Knights  of  Rhodes,  and  that,  as  to  the- 
ea^Bse^  he  would  assign  an  annual  sum  leviable  on, 
t)i#  tithes  of  Cyprus  to  defray  it.  On  these  grounds, 
he  enjoined  the  Grandmaster  and  Council  to  throw 
a  sufficient  gairison  into  Smyrna,  under  the  pain  of 
excommunication ;  and  with  this  injunction  Robert 
de  Julliae  deported,  to  assume  the  reins  in  his  insu« 
lar  doininion.  At  Rhodes,  his  martial  port,  his 
dagnified  uvbanity,  and  his  impartial  administration 
of  justice,  restwed  peace  and  concord.  It  was  ten 
scfWd  by  the  Council  to  obey  the  Pope's  edict  re-* 
gaining'  Smyrna,  though  they  considered  it  little 
other  than  sending  so  many  kni^ts  to  certain  death ; 
but- the  most  imgracious  part  of  their  duty  was  re-« 
moved,  by  die  m^nanimity  with  which  a  more  thai\ 
sufficient  number  yolunteered  to  imdertake  the  de* 
feuofe  oi  the  new  appanage. 

In  1^75,  the  Grandmaster  having  intimated  to 
the  Pope,  that  the  Turkish  Emperor,  Amurath  the 
FiBst,  was  about  to  assail  the  stronghold  of  the  Or* 
der  with  a  mighty  armament,  a  reinforcement  of  five 
hoodred  knights,  dm&ed  from  the  European  com«i 
nuuidenes,  and  having  each  a  squire  or  serving  bro<% 
ther  in  alAendance,  aarrived  in  the  island.  But  the 
doud  iiat  had  gathered  on  the  Infidel  coast  burst  in 
aoodier  direction ;  and  the  knights  had  leisure  to  re- 
new those  bitter  disputations  which  too  often  dis* 
united  them.  Symptoins  of  i  zYoh  against  the  Grand- 
mai^i'«  authonty  simultaneously  developed  them- 
selves m  England,  Portugal,  and  Castile.  Robert 
d'Abi)  Alvaresi  Gonsali/io,  and  Sancbo  de  Sumassa, 
Gx|ttul  Priois  of  these  language^  being  resident 


^94  JUAN  FEBNAMDES  DE  HSREDIA9 

• 

At  tlieir  priories,  and  upheld  in  their  contomaqi! 
by  their  respective  sovereigns,  openly  refused  to  re- 
mit any  more  responsions  to  the  chief  hospitinm  of 
the  Order.  The  Prior  of  England  defended  Ins  dis- 
obedience, on  the  ground  that  the  Grandmaster  had 
injured  him,  by  conferring  a  commandery  within  his 
jurisdiction  on  a  Scottish  knight ;  and  his  sovereigiit 
Edward  the  Third,  who  conceived  himself  affironted 
by  the  same  act,  not  only  gave  him  his  support,  hot 
Confiscated  the  revenues  of  all  the  commanderies  in 
his  dominions.  A  threat  of  Papal  excommunica^ 
tion,  however,  brought  the  Prior  back  to  his  duty, 
and  removed  the  sequestration.  The  Prior  of  Ca8« 
tile  was  intimidated  by  a  similar  menace ;  but  the 
Prior  of  Portugal  was  proof  against  all  the  Pontiff's 
fulminations,  and,  though  formally  cited  to  repair 
to  Avignon,  in  order  to  be  stripped  of  the  knightly 
dignity,  four  years  elapsed  before  he  returned  to  hu 
dbedience. 

The  Grandmaster  Robert  de  Julliac  died  in  I3769 
having  enjoyed  the  superiority  little  mcnre  than  two 
years ;  and  the  Chapter  chose  Juan  Femandes  de 
Heredia,  Grand  Prior  of  Castile,  Arragon,  and  Saint 
Griles,  in  his  stead.  This  was  the  same  arrogant  and 
ambitious  knight,  who,  through  the  iniquitous  par- 
tiality of  Pope  Innocent  the  Sixth,  had  obtained  an 
obnoxious  plurality  of  dignities,  to  the  manifest  in* 
jury  of  the  whole  Order.  Policy,  more  than  re- 
spect, and  an  indirect  exercise  of  Papal  influence, 
directed  the  Council  in  its  choice  of  him  as  Grand- 
master. He  stood  nearly  as  high  in  the  favour  of 
Gregory  the  Eleventh,  who  then  occupied  Saint  Pe* 
ter's  chair,  as  he  ha^  done  in  that  of  Innocent ;  and 
the  electors  foresaw  that  his  intimacy  wiUi  the  Pontiff, 
under  whom  he  held  several  offices- of  oulhonty)- and 
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his  kaowledge  of  European  diplomaey,  would  graatly 
advantage  the  Order.  Descended  of  a  noble  Airago-' 
nian  £unily,  he  was  a  man  of  a  noble  port,  gifted  with 
great  powers  of  insinuation,  a  skilful  negotiant,  and  a 
l»Bve  soldier,  as  he  had  repeatedly  proved  on  the  dedka 
of  the  Rhodian  gallies.  But  ambition  and  avarice 
stained  his  reputation,  and  long  rendered  him  a  sort 
of  outlaw  to  his  Order.  During  lus  voluntary  exile 
at  Avignon,  he  was  employed  by  the  Pope  to  medi^ 
ate  between  Philip  of  Valois  King  of  France,  and 
Edward  die  Third  of  England,  immediately  prior 
to  the  memorable  battle  of  Crecy  (1346),  in  whidb 
he  was  personally  engaged,  as  a  French  partisan. 
Philip's  charger  being  kSled  under  him  in  the  battle, 
Iferedia  dismounted  and  supplied  the  unhorsed  mo* 
narch  with  his  own  steed.  He  then  headed  a  small 
body  of  in&ntry,  which  for  some  time  longer  kept  its 
^ound  against  the  victorious  English.  At  length 
the  rout  became  general,  and  the  Hospitaller,  grie- 
vously wounded  in  four  dilFerent  places,  was  borne 
from  the  field.  It  is  told  of  him,  that  having  learned^ 
while  his  wounds  were  yet  green,  that  the  English 
leaders  reviled  him  as  a  false  knight,  and  a  violator 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  for  having,  in  total  disregard 
of  his  character  of  ambassador,  joined  the  battle,  he 
was  no  socHier  able  to  reseat  himself  in  his  saddle, 
than  he  sent  a  herald  to  the  English  camp,  and  chaL> 
lenged  to  a  single  combat,  any  warrior  who  felt  dis- 
posed to  maintain  the  calumny  at  the  point  of  his 
lanee. '  There  were  knights  in  abundance  in  the 
English  ranks  who  would  have  been  proud  to  meet 
him  on  his  own  t^rms ;  but  their  King  forbad  the 
'duel,  by  declaring  that  the  Hospitaller  had  notified 
to  him  before  the  armies  joined,  that  he  had  l^e 
'Pope's  peimission  to  fight  against  the  prince  who 
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should  reject  the  pacific  oyeitnres  minch  he  iras  an-, 
thorized  to  propose.  Some  historians  describe  He* 
icdia  as  the  ii^otiant  who  afterwards  brougi^  the 
two  Kings  to  agree  to  a  truce ;  and  so  hi^bly 
Pope  Innocent  pleased  with  his  oanduct  on  that 
casioiiy  that,  on  his  retoni  to  Avignon^  he  made  him 
gOTemor  of  that  dty^  and  of  the  Comte  Venaissiii. 

Heredia  was  at  Avignon,  when  he  received  the 
news  of  fais  election  to  the  Grandnasterdiip ;.  and» 
perceiving,  his  credit  at  that  court  on  the  waneiy  lie 
nade  immediate  arrangements  for  retiring,  without 
deky,  to  the  honouzaUe  asylum  which  had  opeioed 
to  fam.  To  render  his  advent  at  Rhodes  as  im^ 
posing  as  possible,  and  justify  the  choice  of  the 
Chapter,  he  equij^ped  nine  gaUies  at  his  oiiriiies.^ 
pense,  in  whidi  he  embarked  a  strong  body  of  sti!* 
pendiary  troops  whom  he  enlisted  in  behalf  of  ^ 
Qrdeiu  He  was  on  the  point  of  setting  sa^  lor  fan 
insular  principafity,  when  the  Pope,  whose  mind 
vnsbiBdened  with  a  mighty  design,  coimected  wiA 
fak  own  regality,  eKpsessed  a  vnsL  that  he  -woM 
net  depart  unlol  it  was  brought  to  fruition*  This 
desigii  was  the  restoration  of  the  Papal  courfeto  A^ 
Roman  capitaL  Ever  since  the  pontticBte  of  Clb* 
ment  the  Fifth,  the  persecutor  c^  ibe  Templar^  who 
was  little  other  than  the  prisoner  of  Philip  the  Fmt^ 
the  occupants  of  Saint  Peter'a  dudr  had  made  Avi^ 
nan  their  plaoe  of  residence.  In  1948,  ClemflBt 
die  Sixth,  purchased  the  sovereignty  of  AvigMi 
6xan,  the  Sidlna  crown ;  yet,  notwidistanding  it 
thvB  became  an  appanage  of  the  ehureh,  many  Xj» 
tholic  writers  term  the  seventy  years  whic^  the  Bon- 
ti£&  passed  in  France,  the  *^  Babylonish  Captivity  of 
the  Iloly  See*'"  Rome,,  in  the  interim,  had  been 
governed  by  a  mgistrate  who  took  the  title  of  S^ 
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iMtor»  ffnd  twelve  dtixeBS  dafled  Bamerets,  from  the 
^erem  banners  fdbidi  th^.dii^layed  in  their  aere- 
bbI  diatsiots^*  The  poweta  of  theae  magnates  vnte 
abaohite ;  and  they  left  the  PontifP  only  the  titular 
diputy  <si  aoyeraign.  It  waa  their  design  to  eata- 
Uiflh  a  cxnnmonwealth  on  the  ruins  of  the  Pkipal  an* 
pBBnacyi  but  the  spirit  of  ancient  Rome  waa  ex« 
linct ;  and  the  mcmgiel  race  which  had  sprung 
dp  in  lier  palaoes,  were  incapable  of  daring  the 
abruggk  which  8u<^  a  demonstration' would  have^c- 
4a8ioned.  They  were  Romana  only  in  the  name-^ 
Ae  polluted  scum  of  the  barbarians  who,  in  later 
iimes^  had  roUed  dek^  after  deluge  from  the  friresta 
id  the  North,  into  ^e  Italian  plains.  To  finther 
eortail  the  patrimony  of  Saint  Peter,  the  Florentinea 
invaded  it,  and  di^Iayed  their  burner  in  the  very 
Tteimge  of  the  Eternal  City ;  nor  was  it  till  Gr^ioiy 
ibimmated  the  loudest  thunders  of  the  church  agaonat 
tliem,  and  rendered  them  poeeribed  in  every  port  of 
Christendom,  that  iJiey  humbled  themselves  at  hia 
feet.  The  Pontiff  was  so  exasperated  against  these 
inraders,  ^lat  it  required  ikte  intervention  of  Saint 
CSathazine  of  Sienna,  a  nun  fiunous  in  every  eoma 
of  Italy  for  her  piety  and  minides,  and  other  devout 
peraoiuiges,  to  make  him  mnove  his  ban.  Sniit 
Catharine  presented  henelf  before-  him,  not  only  aa 
^e  envoy  of  the  Florentines,  but  of  the  Romans, 
who,  aiek  of  tibe  petty  tyrant^  who  ruled  dieiUy  and 
JByyvcrished  by  the  tianslatk)n  of  liie  Papal»couit, 
were  most  anxious  to  afiure  the  head  of  the  chun^ 
back  to  the  Vatiean*  While  Gregory  yet  hesitated, 
it  was  hinted  to  Imn,  that  the  Romans  w^re  medi- 
tMinglfae  electioii  iof  an  Anti-popei.    l^intalli« 

I  •.  OloHairadvPiieaiiyb 
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gence  decided  Uie  question ;  and  he  forthwith  left 
.Avignon  for  MarseiUeSy  to  emhark  there  on  bbsrd 
the  Grandmaster  8  galley,  which  he  had  detained  to 
convey  him  to  the  Tiber. 

The  embarkation  took  place  with  great  pomp'; 
and  the  fleet  stood  out  to  sea,  under  the  immediate 
.ooinmand  of  the  Grandmaster.     In  his  suite  went 
the  Priors  of  Saint  Giles,   England  and  Rome, 
with  many  other  knights-HSommanders  of  the  Order. 
.The   Grandmaster,   distinguished  by  his  majesdc 
.mein,  and  the  length  and  whiteness  of  his  beard, 
stationed  himself  at  the  rudder  of  the  Pope's  galley, 
while  his  kni^ts  stood  round  him  in  deferenfeol 
attendance.     A  tempest  came  on  before  the  squar 
,dron  had  cleared  the  coast  of  Phnrenee ;  but  Here* 
dia»  who  had  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
nautical  art  in  the  Rhodian  galhes,  steered  his  way 
safely  through  the  Tuscan  Sea  to  the  port  of  Ostia, 
where  the  Pope  debarked.     His  Holiness  was  re- 
ceived in  his  capital  with  shouts  of  joy ;  and  the 
.  Grandmaster  had  the  honour  of  replanting  the  stan- 
dard of  the  church  on  its  £une-haIlowed  walls.  This 
dcme,  he  re-embarked  with  all  his  knights,  and  stood 
away  for  the  seas  of  Greece*     He  was  pursuing  his 
opurse  prosperously  off  the  Morea,  when  a  Venetian 
squadron  hove  in  sight,  on  its  way  to  recaptuie 
Patras,  a  town  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Le- 
pan^,  which  the  Tujks  had  a  short  time  before 
,  taken  from  the  republic     The  Venetian  Admiral 
,  entreated  the  Grandmaster  to  join  him  in  the  enter- 
,  prise,  as  the  most  acceptable  service  he  could  render 
.  to  the  Christian  cause ;  and,  hurried  away  by  his 
love  of  martia)  adventure,  Heredia,  though  prudence 
pointed  towards'Rhodes,  embraced  it  with  joy. 
The  town  of  Patras  was  carried  by  scalade'at  &e 
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fifSt'  onset ;  but  the  castle  being  strongly  garrisoned^ 
and  rendered  almoi^  impregnable  by  art»  made  a 
stout  resistance.  It  was  found  necessary  to  invest 
it  in  a  regular  manner ;  and,  in  the  vigorous  attacks 
that  followed,  many  kni^its  were  shun.  At  last, 
the  battering  engines  having  breached  the  waQs,  the 
Grandmaster,  impatient  for  the  assault,  sprung  singly^ 
sword  in  hand,  to  the  top  of  the  rampart.  The  fiist 
ibeman  who  obstructed  his  progress  was  the  Infidel 
c(»nmander;  and  a  fierce  combat  ensued  between 
them.  While  his  knights  were  yet  clambering  up 
the  breach,  Heredia  slew  his  antagonist,  and  cut  off 
his  head.  Victory  followed ;  and  the  whole  gairi- 
son  were  sacrificed. 

Had  the  Grandmaster  remained  satisfied  with  this 
adiievement,  he  might  have  resumed  his  course  to 
Rhodes  in  triumph;  but  inordinate  ambition,  the 
great  blemish  in  his  duiacter,  combined  with  the 
hiudations  of  the  Venetian  Admiral,  stimulated  him 
to  persevere  in  the  career  of  conquest  on  which  he 
had  so  adventitiously  entered.  ^    From  Patras  he  ad* 
.vanced  to  Corinth  ;  but  while  engaged  in  a  reoon- 
jQoisance  in  the  environs,  of  that  place,  he  unibrtun*- 
stely  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  which  made  him  cap* 
tive,  and  cut  his  small  escort  to  pieces.    For  a  time, 
the  Infidels  regarded  him  as  a  humble  knight ;  but 
his  rank  becoming  known  to  them  through  some  de- 
serters, they  sent  him,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  the 
castle  of  Corinth  (1378). 

This  disaster  filled  the  Christian  armament  with 
dismay.  The  Grand  Priors  of  Saint  Giles,  England, 
and  Rome,  no  sooner  learned  that  their  superior 
was  in  durance,  than,  with  the  Venetian  Admiral's 
consent,  they  offered  Patras  for  his  ransom.  The 
Turks  rejected  the  offer,  and  proudly  remarked,  that, 
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in  ]i986  time  than  die  Christiaiis  had  taken  to  nchioe 
that  city^  they  would  win  it  back  again*  The 
knights,  conceiving  their  rmown  would  be  indelibly 
atauied  if  they  left  their  Grandmaster  in  captivity, 
itaiewed  their  offer,  with  the  addition  of  a  very  con* 
aiderable  sum  of  money ;  while  the  three  Prion 
nobly  proposed  themaelt^  as  hostages  till  the  whole 
should  be  liquidated.  This  proposition  met  with 
some  fiivonr ;  but  when  it  was  commumcated  to  Hece« 
dia,  he  magnanimoUBly  opposed  it,  on  the  aigumsm, 
that  he  was  an  old  man,  whom  it  was  mnai  better 
to  leave  to  die  in  bondage,  than  to  deprive  the  Order 
of  three  younger  and  mote  serviceable  knights*  In 
vain  did  the  Hospitallers,  who  were  intrusted  with 
the  negotiation,  endeavour  to  gain  his  consent  to 
the  exchange.  His  resolution  was  inflexible ;  nor 
would  he  even  agree  that  his  ransom  should  at  any 
time  come  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Order.  ^*  If  a 
ransom  must  be  paid, "  said  he,  ^'  my  &mily  have 
feceived  wealth  enou^  at  my  hands  to  give  me  this 
proof  of  their  gratitude.  '* 

Threeyeais  elapsed  before  the  captive  knight  was 
redeemed ;  and,  dming  that  period,  he  lingered  in  a 
•dose  pnson  in  the  ^tnesses  of  Albania.  .As  he 
desired,  he  owed  his  redemption  solely  to  his  own 
£unily,  which  paid  eveiy  ducat  of  his  ransom. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Cmbtmaeyofike  Cis-marine  Commanden-^Deaihand  Cla*> 
raeter  of  ^erAfto— jStioMfWon  of  PhUibert  de  NioaUac^-'-' 
BvqtedUion  to  Hvmgary'^Batlk  of  NtcopolU — Wa!r$  of 
Tamerlcm^-^£xpulsion  of  the  KnigkU  from  Snufrna-^ 
Requisition  of  the  CtUtU  of  Saint  Peter-^ Predatory  Ex- 
pedition  to  the  Coasts  of  Syria  and  PahsHtne'^JOeaih  of 
Phtlibert  de  NinUae — War  in  Cyprus— "Rqmbe  of  the 
JSgyptianafromRhodss^^FaU  of  NeyrcpomJ^-^JX Avbwswn 
dieted  Chrandmaster, 

hs  I38I9  Heredia^s  chaihs  were  struck  off;  andf 
worn  with  the  privations  and  indignities  of  a  long 
imprisonmenty  he  arrived  at  Rhodes,  and  assumed 
the  supreme  command.  During  his  captivity,  the 
affairs  of  the  Order  had  heen  administered  by  Bro* 
A&c  Bertrand  de  Flotte,  who  enacted  several  judi* 
aous  regulations,  calculated  to  circumscribe  th^ 
powers  of  the  European  commanders.  The  Orandr 
master  soon  foun4  that,  though  liberated  from 
Turkish  thrall,  he  was  not  destined  to  repose,  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days^  on  a  bed  of  roses.  His  pa- 
tron, Gregory  the  Eleventh,  had  tenninated  his  pon- 
tificate amid  intrigues  and  tumults;  while  the  ruffian 
populace  of  Kome  had  compelled  the  conclave  of 
cardinals  to  nominate,  at  the  dagger's .  point,  an 
Italian  prelate  to  the  vacant  dignity.  This  pontiff 
took  the  name  of  Urban  the  Sixth ;  but  no  sooner 
mne  the  cardinals  eimbled  to  reach  a  place  of  seen- 
VOL.  I.  t 
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rity^  than  they  announced  to  Christendom  that  their 
votes  had  heen  compulsory,  and  proceeded  to  elect 
a  new  Pope,  who  was  crowned  as  Clement  the 
Seventh,  and  fixed  his  residence  at  Avignon,  while 
Urban  abode  at  Rome.  The  church  being  thus 
divided  in  its  allegiance,  the  sanctified  rivals  pro* 
ceeded,  in  virtue  of  their  supremacy,  to  anathema- 
tize each  other  with  all  the  virulence  that  usually 
characteiized  Papal  denunciations.  .  All.  the  princes 
of  Europe  were  more  or  less  involved  in  the  dis- 
pute ;  and,  in  these  circumstances,  it  was  impossible 
that  an  Order  so  constituted  as  that  of  Saint  John, 
could  escape  the  schismatical  difiPerences  to  whicb  it 
gave  rise.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Grandmaster,  the  whole  conyent  of  Rhodes  declar- 
ed in  &vour  of  Clement ;  but  all  the  knights  in 
Italy  and  England,  and  several  commanders  in  Ger- 
many, acknowledged  Urban,  who  proclaimed  the 
superiority  of  the  Order  forfeited ;  and,  not  being 
able  to  prevail  on  the  Chapter  to  proceed  to  a  new 
election,  named  Richard  Carraccioli,  Prior  of  Capua, 
Grandmaster,  on  his  own  authority.  Thus,  mile 
two  Pontifis  contested  Saint  Peter's  Chair,  two 
Grandmasters  claimed  the  government  of  the  Ord^ 
of  Saint  John ;  but  though  Carraccioli  continuftd, 
during  his  life,  to  enjoy  the  title  of  Grandmaster  in 
Italy  and  England,  he  was  never  recognised  as. their 
legitimate  superior  by  the  great  body  of  the  knights; 
and  when  he  died  (1395),  Boni&ce  the  Ninth,  who 
had  succeeded  Urban  in  the  pontificate,  contented 
himself  with  affecting  to  regard  the  chief  dignity  as 
vacant ;  and,  without  prejudice  to  Heredia,  merely 
nominated  Boni&ce  de  Coramandre,  his  own  kins- 
man, governor,  with  the  title  of  Lieutenant. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  efforts  made  to  eo&rce 
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pcOictTxai  remittances  £rom  the  European  command*' 
ers,  the  Order  continued  to  be  annually  defrauded 
ef  responsions  to  a  great  amount.     The  schism  of 
which  we  have  just  spoken,  was  considered  by  many 
of  the  priors  and  commanders  as  a  sufficient  apology 
for  their  non-remissions ;  and  in  northern  Europe, 
in  particular,  several  of  these  officers  scarcely  deign- 
ed to  maintain  even  the  semblance  of  a  correspond- 
oice  with  the  council  at  Rhodes.      Tliis  contumacy 
almost  beggared  the  treasure-chest ;  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  contract  loans  on  the  security  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  island,  to  the  utter  dilapidation  of  that 
source  of  income.   In  these  circumstances,  the  coun- 
cil prevailed  on  the  Grandmaster  to  imdertake  a  per-< 
soiial  mission  to  Avignon,  for  the  purpose  of  engag- 
ing the  Pope  once  more  in  the  correction  of  these 
abuses.     At  the  same  time,  with  a  vitnnr  to  obviate 
bR  hazard  of  his  forgetting  the  int^ests  of  the  Order, 
as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  and  fixing 
himself  permanently  at  the  papal  court,  they  requir- 
ed Hm  to  take  a  solemn  oath  that  he  would  be  a 
Mthfiil  custodier  of  the  public  treasure,  and  that  he 
would  not  exercise  the  power  of  filling  up  such  dig- 
nities as  became  vacant  during  his  absence.     Time 
and'  adversity,  two  bitter  counsellors,  had  taught  the 
Grandmaster  the  vanity  of  all  human  supremacy. 
He  w^  no  loi^r  the  arrogant  and  ambitious  knight, 
who,  seciu^  in  the  &vour  of  the. Head  of  the  Chris- 
tian churbh,  had  contemned  the  menaces  of  his  ex- 
asperated brethren  ;  but  a  gray-haired  man,  who 
h^  sunk  the  spirit  of  self-aggrandizement  in  a  ge- 
nerous anxiety  £>r  the  common  weal,  and  who  de$ii«d 
to  ^flfkce,  by  the  upr^itness  of  his  magisterial  act  s,- 
the  rebellious  disposition  which  he  had  displayed 
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when  he  was  but  a  subordinate  fimctionairy  of  Ac 
Order. 

Peter  de  Culaat^  Marshal  of  the  Order,  was  in- 
vested with  the  powers  of  Lieutenant  prior  to  the 
Grandmaster's  departure.     This  done,  Heredia,  ac-> 
companied  by  Bertrand  de  FLotte,  Buisson,  Prior  of 
Rhodes,  Eston  de  Slegleolts,  and  William  de  Fon- 
tenai,  all  knights  of  unblemished  reputation,   sailed 
iat  France.    The  Pope  received  him  graciously,  and 
pledged  himself  to  look  strictly  after  the  interests  of 
^e  Order ;  but  the  Grandmaster  saw  that  the  a^ect 
of  the  times  did  not  encourage  the  employment  of 
harsh  measures  to  reclaim  the  recusant  commanders ; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  persuasion  alone  should  be 
adopted.     Several  Chapters  were  held  at  Valenda, 
Avignon,  and  in  the  Castellany  of  Emposta  in  Spain, 
at  aU  of  which  the  Grandmaster  prended,  and,  by 
his  eloquence,  prevailed  on  many  of  the  de&uhers  to 
pay  up  their  arrears,  and  in  some  instances  to  re- 
pair to  Rhodes,  to  fulfil  their  term  of  service.     Still 
these  supplies  were  barely  a  tithe  of  the  reroonsions 
that  were  exigible ;  and,  to  make  up  the  de&lcation, 
and  place  Rhodes  in  a  condition  capable  of  with- 
standing  an  attack  which  the  Sultan  of  the  Turks 
menaced,  the  Grandmaster  sacrificed  a  great  part  of 
the  vast  estate  which,  in  violation  of  the  statutes, 
he  had  amassed  in  the  days  of  his  contumacy.    These 
wereiamong  the  last  acts  of  Heredia's  life.     He  died 
at  Avignon  in  the  month  of  March  1396,   at  a 
very  advanced  age,  having  governed  the  Order  with 
great  wisdom  for  nearly  twenty  years.     His  remains 
were  carried  to  the  church  of  Capsa,  in  Arragon, 
which  he  *  himself  had  founded,  and  which  became 
afterwards  the  liead  of  a  bailiwick. 
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'  The  diameter  of  Heredia  'is  one  of  the  most  ano- 
malous portraUures  that  occurs  in  the  annals  of  the 
Order,  While  a  subordinate  member  of  the  frater- 
nity, he  scouted  its  laws»  and  usurped  its  digiuties ; 
but  no  sooner  was  he  placed  at  its  head,  than  he 
stood  forward  a  new  man,  and  became  its  Either  and 
benefactor.  Ambition,  the  crime  of  great  minds, 
conjoined  with  a  passionate  love  for  two  orphan- 
children  whom  he  had  left  comparatively  destitute  in 
Spain,  when  he  first  became  a  soldier-monk,  weie- 
the  impulses  that  betrayed  him  into  a.  breach  of  his 
knightly  duties.  The  one  prompted  him  to  sacrifice 
principle  to  power — the  other,  to  amass  wealth,  of 
which  the  constitution  of  his  Order  rendered  him 
nominally  disqualified  to  be  the  possessor.  But 
when  these  dominant  passions  were  propitiated^— 
when  the  highest  honours  of  his  Order  descended  on 
him,  and  the  objects  of  his  paternal  solicitude  were 
advanced  by  his  care  to  be  as  wealthy  as  by  birth 
they  were  noMe-— the  natural  grandeur  of  his  cha- 
racter shone  out  with  a  steady  and  dazzling  lustre;, 
and  the  sun  of  his  renown,  which  had  been  so 
4arkly  clouded  at  its  rising,  set  in  a  blaze  of  light. 

Philibert  de  NaiUac,  Grand  Prior  of  Acquitain, 
succeeded  Heredia  as  Grandmaster.  He  was  es^ 
teemed  a  knight  of  consummate  prudence  and 
valour;  and  the  aspect  of  the  times  warned  the 
Chapter,  that  no  candidate  who  lacked  either  of 
tj^ese  qualifications  ought  to  be  advanced  to  the 
supreme  command.  Turkey  had  swollen  to  a  mighty 
empire,  whose  frontiers  were  the  Euphrates  and  the 
Danube— the  Steppes  of  Tartary  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea ;  and  so  terr&le  had  Bajazet  the  First,. 
ita  fegnant  Sultan,  rendered  himself  by  his  fierce 
^neigy  and  the  sapidity  of  his  movemente,  that  the 
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epithet  of  Ilderim,  or  Lightning,  was  a|)penjiedl 
to  his  name.  In  the  midst  of  this  'vast  dominion, 
Constantinople  stood  solitaay  and.  disconsolate^  with 
the  Cross  still  displayed  on  its  battlements ;'  and  the 
conqueror  made  it  his  boast^  that,  when  he  had  'la* 
raged  Hungary,  the  frontiers  of  which  he  had  re- 
peatedly scathed,  he  would  pass  into  Italy,  phuit  fais 
standard  on  the  Capitol,  and  feed  his  war-horse  with 
oats  on  Saint  Peter*s  altar.  This  threat  impelled 
the  Pope  to  preach  a  new  crusade ;  and,  through 
his  exertions,  a  powerful  league  was  formed  against 
die  Ottoman  ravager,  the  principal  parties  to  which 
were,  Charles  the  Sixth  of  France,  Philip  the  Hardy 
of  Burgundy,  the  RepuMic  of  Venice,  and  the 
Knights  of  Rhodes.  Manuel  PalsBologus^  the  Greek 
Emperor,  also  affixed  his  name  to  this  famous  tifea- 
ty ;  but,  hemmed  in  on  every  side  by  ^e  Infidek^  he 
was  scarcely  able  to  send  a  single  cohort  into  the 
field.  France  furnished  the  flower  of  the  troops 
that  marshalled  for  the  war,  and  sent  forth  at  their 
head  no  less  than  five  princes  of  the  Uood-royai— - 
together  with  the  Sire  de  Coucy,  one  of  the  best 
captains  of  Christendom,  her  constable,  her  admixal, 
her  marshal,  and  a  thousand  bannered  knights* 

In  1396,  this  crusade,  which  was  destined  for  the 
iqiecial  def^ice  of  Hungary,  began  its  march.  '  In 
its  passage  through  Austna,  it  was  jomed  by  the 
Ho^italler,  Frederic  Count  of  ZoUern,  Grand  Prior 
of  Germany,  at  the  head  of  the  Grerman  kni^its. 
A  strong  squadron,  composed  of  Greek,  Yenedaoi, 
and  Rhodian  gallies,  under  the  command  of  Hio- 
mas  Mocen^o,  sailed  at  the  same  time  into  the 
Eisune,  and  took  its  station  off  the  month  of  the-Da- 
nube,  where  the  Grandmaster  of  Saint  John,  •  and 
the  chivaby  c£  his  Order,  who  yme  oaboaid  of  it. 
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dttbidced,  and  prooeeded  to  join  the  Hungarian 
•pnnce,  Sigismond)  who  knew  that  he  could  not 
find  stauncher  friends  in  adversity,  received  them 
mth  marked  disdoiction.  Tlie  Grandmaster  was  re- 
qnesled  to  remain  c<mstantly  near  his  person ;  and 
he  declared  to  ihe  knights,  that  when  the  ^ock  of 
hflfttle  came,  he  woiidd  place  himsdf  at  their  head* 

B^azet  allowed  the  Christians  to  marshal  unmo- 
lested  in  the  Hungarian  marches.  He  anticipated 
that  disunion  or  pestilence  would  ultimately  stand 
his  friend ;  and  was  only  careful  that  the  Christian 
leaders  shoidd  remain  ignorant  of  his  motions,  so 
titat,  •  when  he  burst  upon  them,  he  might,  conso^ 
nant  to  the  cognomen  in  which  he  gloried,  strike 
than-  like  a  lightning  flash*  The  crusaders,  deceived 
by  this  quiescence,  boldly  entered  Bulgaria,  and  ob- 
tained -seyeral  trivial  advantages ;  which  so  inflated 
diem,  that  die  Hungarian  monarch,  seeing  himself 
al  the  head  of  an  himdred  thousand  men,  sixty  thou- 
isand  of  whom  were  cavalry,  boasted  that  he  would 
BOi  only  drive  the  Turks  beyond  the  Hellespont,  but 
ihliti  if  the  (^y  should  fall,  his  soldiers  were  niime- 
10US  enou^  to  uphold  it-  on  their  lances*  *  In  this 
spirit'he  invested  Nicopolis,  a  strong  town,  situated 
.cn-' a' hill  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Danube,  and  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  garrison,  mider  the  conmiand 
t£  Dagafidberg,  one  of  Bajazet's  most  redoubted  cap- 
tains*  lliis  warrior  soon  taught*  the  boasters,  that, 
iidweVer  rapidly  they  might  over-run  the  open  coun- 
try, hiii  jamzaries  were  invincible .  in  a  v^ed  frtst- 
iiess.  Cembats  took  place  daily,  and  the  Christian 
leaders  beheld  many  of  their  bravest  soldiers  faU  un- 
fiti  the  Turldsh  javelins.     Still  their  frital  security  itt 

*  Bonfinuu,  Decades  Eemm  Hvngaricarum.  . 
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tbeir  own  prowess  remaiited  UBdimioiahed,  The 
young  chivalry  of  France,  proud  of  their  illustrious 
names,  and  persuaded  thati  with  their  speai%  they 
would  render  their  inarch  to  Constantino]^  a  <n«* 
Umphal  pageant,  contemned  discipline,  and  filled  the 
^iamp  with  all  manner  of  dehauchery.  In  the  midst 
of  tneir  dalliance  and  drunkomess,  whilst  the  gayest 
and  most  thoughtless  of  them  were  rerelling  in  the 
pleasures  of  a  banquet,  several  sddiers,  who  had 
Straggled  to  a  distance  firom  the  camp,  returned  in 
great  haste  with  inteUigence,  that  Baiazet,  whom 
they  believed  in  Anatolia,  was  advancmg  with  his 
wh^e  army.  The  Marshal  de  Boucicault,  a  fiunous 
warrior,  put  so  little  £uth  in  this  intelligence,  that 
he  threatened  to  crop  the  ears  of  the  maiuaders  who 
had  brou^  it ;  but  the  appeannoe  of  the  Tuikish 
tanguard  soon  convinced  hun  of  its  truth,  and  anr* 
prise  and  tumult  prevailed  in  the  Christian  quartere, 
.  Tlie  French  leader,  John  Count  of  Nevers,  eldest 
son  of  the  Duke  oi  Burgundy,  no  soimer  bdield 
the  Turkish  squadzcms  emeige  £rom  the  woods  into 
the  {Jain,  than  he  gave  his  Imights  (H'ders  to  mount, 
and  a4vanc^  to  meet  them ;  and  the  cavaliess,  thsow^ 
^[ig  down  the  wine-ci^,  hastily  braced  on  their  ar** 
moin*,  and  vaulted  into  the  saddle.  But  the  King 
oi  Hungary,  accustomed  to  Turkish  war£u?e,  en* 
tr4Nited  £he  Count  not,  to  expend  the  valour  of  his 
jknights  on  the  militia  who  covered  the  plain»  and 
whom  the  Sukan  had  placed  in  the  van,  as  the  re- 
fuse of  his  anny,  but  researe  it  for  the  shock  of  the 
regular  ooh<»rt8,  who  would  dasii  firesh  ^ito  the  bat- 
tle when  these  devoted  wretches  were  decoyed. 
It  was  the  wont  of  the  Huiigarians,  he  added^  to 
oppose  to  this  Asiatic  miHtia  a  force  equally  worth- 
less; and  he  swneatly  besought  the  Fxieni^  leader 
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3iai  his  knights  to  remain  spectators  of  the  conflict, 
witil  they  could  encounter  enemies  worthy  of  their 
renown*  The  Sire  de  Coucy,  an  illustrious  soldier, 
and  the  Admiral  John  de  Vienne,  another  veteran 
knight,  strenuously  supported  this  advice ;  hut  the 
Constable,  Count  D'Eu,  affix>nted  that  he  had  not  been 
fint  asked  for  his  counsel,  expressed  himself  strongly 
against  it,  protesting  that  they  would  be  dishonoured 
forever,  if  the  scum  of  Hungary  were  permitted  to 
take  precedence  of  the  chivalry  of  France.  *  The  ju- 
nior kn^hts  hailed  the  Count's  protestation  with 
acdaim,  and,  hurried  away  by  a  &lse  emulation,  the 
Count  of  Nevers  gave  way  to  their  clamour.  No 
sooner  did  these  headstrong  and  intemperate  men 
Kceive  his  assent  to  their  leading  the  onset,  than, 
wkh  a  p<^cy  disgraced  to  the  Christian  name,  they 
massacred  all  their  Turkish  prisoners,  on  the  pretence 
that-  they  might  embarrass  ihem  in  the  action,  f 
This  foul  act  consummated,  they  nosed  the  war-cry 
of  their  country,  and  fi^rcdy  charged  the  van  of  the 
Turkish  battle. 

The  Turks  had  thrown  up  a  soii  of  palisade, 
(mned  of  sharp  stakes,  in  fix>nt  of  their  position ; 
and,  to  surmount  this  obstacle,  the  French  cavaliers 
bad  tei  dismount  and  break  their  rMoks.  Some  con- 
fusion  ensued ;  but  the  moment  they  forced  the  bar- 
riec,  they  spnmg  back  ii^  thdr  saddles,  and>  re- 
fonmng  their  Hne,  rode  with  knce-in-rest  impetu- 
ously down  on  the  Turkish  rabble  immediately  op- 
posed to  them.  The  wretched  slaves  who  con]|>06ed 
it,  either  sufieored  themsdves  to  be  cut  in  pieces  with- 
out resistance,  or  sought  safisty  in  flight.  AU  their 
tlmpOBot  required  of  them  was,  to  weary  the  hands 

*  Froianrti  f  Hist.  AnonpoB  de  St  Denys. 
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of  their  destroyers,  who  wotdd  afterwards  lie  the 
more  certain  of  falling  under  the  scimitars  of  his 
ohosen  squadrons.  The  French  knights,  having  et»U 
tered  these  poor  peasants,  next  found  themsehes  op«* 
posed  to  the  janizaries,  who  sustained  their  charge 
with  a  valour  nothing  inferior  to  their  own  ;  but,  H* 
ter  a  long  and  obstinate  conflict,  the  French  lancet 
pierced  the  thickest  of  the  Tinrkish  phalanxes.  Con* 
ftision  and  dismay  prevailed  along  the  Infidel  line ; 
and  the  formidable  janizaries,  leaving,  if  we  may  ere* 
dit  history,  ten  thousand  men  on  the  field,  *  retired 
behind  a  powerful  body  of  cavalry  that  advanced  io 
dieir  succour.  The  approach  of  this  force  excited 
BO  panic  in  the  Christian  ranks.  The  French  knights 
felt  secure  of  victory ;  and  having  extended  their 
line,  in  order  to  obviate  the  hazard  of  being  out* 
fianked,  every  man-at-arms  threw  himself  among  th^ 
Turks,  with  Aiat  martial  impetuosity  And  pride  which 
has  in  all  ages  characterized  the  soldiery  of  France^ 
The  Hungarians  took  no  share  in  the  engagement. 
They  remained  at  a  distance,  cautious  admiiers  of 
bmvery  which  they  could  not  imitate;  and  other 
five  thousand  Turks  were  transfixed  by  the  Gallie 
lances. 

This  triple  triumph  flushed  the  victors  with  con- 
scious invincibility.  Covered  with  glory,  to  ute  an 
expression  which  is  naturalized  in  their  country,  Uiey 
held  it  dishonourable  to  their  prowess  that  a  single 
ii^tive  should  escape,  and  ardently  demanded  leave 
to  pursue  the  routed  Turks  beyond  a  neighbouring 
eminence,  over  which  they  had  directed  their  flight. 
The  veterans,  Enguerrand  de  Coucy  and  Jolui  de 
Vienne,  entreated  them  to  give  their  horses  brealhf 

*  Hist,  Anonyme  de  St  Denyi. 
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knd  allow  the  Hungarians  to  follow  up  the  victory ; 
but  the  headstrong  gallants  were  not  to  be  restrained. 
Burying  their  spurs  in  the  flanks  of  their  panting 
chargers,  they  galloped  forward  in  disorder  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  beyond  which  the  Turkish  cavalry 
had  disappeared.     There  they  beheld,  not  the  re- 
mains  of  the  host  which  they  had  discomfited,  but 
a  new  battle-array  sprung  up,  as  if  by  magic,  con- 
sisting of  forty  thousand  horse,  the  flower  of  Baja*^ 
set's  army — and,  in  its  centre,  the  redoubted  Sultan^ 
encompassed  by  a  forest  of  glittering  spears.     The 
French  cavaliers  comprehended  in  an  instant  the  jeo- 
pardy of  their  situation.     That  irresistible  ardour 
which  had  hitherto  supported  them,  was  subdued  by 
the  first  glimpse  of  the  Ottoman's  vast  reserve.    They 
turned  to  fly,  but  a  body  of  Tiwkish  cavalry  inter* 
cepted  their  retreat,  and  the  cry  of  battle  rose  wilder 
^an  ever  from  the  Ottoman  ranks.     Three  thousand 
Frenchmen  were  taken  prisoners,  including  the  Count 
of  Nevers,  the  Count  de  la  Marche,  the  Prince  of 
Bar,  the  Marshal  Boucicault,  and  the  Sire  de  Couey* 
The  rest  were  cut  in  pieces  to  a  man,  and  among 
them  fell  John  de  Vienne,  Admiral  of  France.    That 
gray4iaired  warrior,  seeing  the  day  lost,  made  an  ef- 
fort to  escape  from  the  Held ;  but  suddenly  bethink- 
ing himself,  that  it  ill  became  his  renown  to  survive 
such  a  slaughter,  he  turned  his  horse's  head  once 
more  towards  the  enemy,  and,  followed  by  half  a 
score  of  horsemen,  whom  his  example  had  reanima- 
ted, pierced  into  the  thickest  of  the  enemy's  squa- 
drons in  search  of  an  honourable  death.     He  lived 
to  see  all  his  companions  hewn  down  at  his  side,  and 
then,  covered  with  wounds,  fell  dead  on  the  samef 
spot  where  they  had  perished.  * 

"  '    •♦  -FroDMrt.  •  ' 
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Had  the  Hungarians  imitated  the  valour  of  ths 
French,  this  battle,  might  have  been  gloriously  won^ 
notwithstanding  the  rash  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  commenced ;  but  these  auxiliaries  remained 
quietly  in  their  camp,  on  the  margin  of  the  Danube^ 
while  it  was  fighting ;  for  they  held  it  madness  to 
join  in  a  conflict  which  had  been  begim  in  a  mannef 
adverse  to  the  counsel  of  their  King.  Seeii^  the 
French  totally  routed,  the  Hungarian  in£mtry  fell 
back  in  dismay  on  their  own  cavaLry  ;  and  the  whole 
anny  was  thrown  into  such  disordea*,  that  it  waa 
beaten  almost  at  the  first  onset.  Surrounded  by  a 
few  of  his  Barons  and  the  Knights  of  Rhodes^ 
Sigismond  kept  his  ground  in  the  midst  of  his  bto* 
ken  battalions,  sufficiently  long  to  see  the  greats- 
part  of  the  chivalrous  band  thai  had  rallied  near  his 
person  stretched  dead  on  the  plain.  At  lengthy 
having  lost  all  chance  of  retrieving  the  fortime  of  the 
day,  he  gallopped  to  the  river  side,  and,  with  the 
Grandmaster  of  Saint  John,  threw  himself  into  a 
provision-barge.  A  shower  of  Turkish  arrows  ruf- 
fled the  stream,  as  they  pushed  off  firom  the  shore.; 
but  the  current  quickly  sw^t  them  beyond  bow- 
shot of  their  enemies.  In  this  bark  the  two  illus- 
trious fugitives,  after  a  voyage  of  many  days,  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Danid)e,  and  were  received  on 
board  the  Christian  fleet,  which  had  remained  sta- 
tionary there  from  the  time  of  the  Grandmaster's  de- 
barkation. The  gallies  of  the  Order  subsequently 
conveyed  them  to  Rhodes,  where,  notwithstandii^ 
the  djastrous  circumstances  under  which  they  arn 
rived,  the  King  of  Hungary  was  received  with  the 
distinction  his  birth  and  dignity  demanded. 

Bajazet  having  thu9,  by  the  celerity  and  secret^ 
of  his  marchy  and  the  order  and  evolutions  d  his 
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may  on  the  day  of  battle,  totally  overthrown  the 
Christian  army,  proceeded  to  take  a  bloody  revenge 
for  the  massacxs  which  the  French  knights  had  per- 
petrated on  the  eve  of  the  engagement.  The  Count 
of  Neversj  and  twenty-fonr  lords  of  distinction,  in- 
ending  the  Sire  de  Coucy,  and  the  Marshal  Bon- 
dcanlt,  were  reserved  for  ransom ;  but  the  remainder 
q£  the  eaptives' were  brought  before  his  throne,  and, 
en  their  refusal  to  abjure  Aeir  faith,  were  successive- 
ly decapkated  in  his  presence — a  sacrifice  which  de- 
kiged  France  with  tears.  The  Sire  de  Coucy  and 
Count  D'Eu  died  in  prison ;  but  the  other  princes  and 
barons,  after  being  long  exposed  as  a  grateful  trophy 
to  the  Moslems  of  Europe  and  Asia,  were  ultimate- 
ly lansomed  for  two  hundred  thousand  ducats.  It 
was  stipukted  in  the  treaty,  that  the  French  cap- 
tives diould  bind  themselves  by  oath,  never  again  to 
bear  arms  against  Aeir  conqueror ;  but  B»azet  scorn-  • 
folly  r«3ected  the  proffered  pledge.  "  I  despise, " 
said  he  to  the  heir  of  Burgundy,  «  thy  oaths  and 
thy  arms.  Thou  art  young,  and  mayest  be  amln- 
tious  of  effacing  the  dii^race  or  misfortune  of  thy 
first  field;  Marshal  thy  faroc^  proclaim  thy  enter-  • 
prise,  ai^be  assured,  that  thou  canst  not  do  Baiaaet- 
a  greater  fiwour  than  by  giving  him  another  oppor-- 
tnnity  of  meeting  thee  in  the  shock  of  fbht. " 

In  139dj  Sigismond  of  Hungary  left  Rhodes  to 
return  to  his  own  dominions;  and,  in  the  sanie 
year,  Thomas  Palaologus,  Despot  of  the  Morea,^ 
and  bnither  of  the  Greek  Emperor,  alarmed  by  the 
victories  of  Bajazet,  sought  an  asylum  in  the  same 
island,  and,  for  a  stipulated  sum,  sold  his  princi- 
pality to  the  Order.  The  kn%hts,  however,  found 
it  impossible' to- tunii  this  trani^erence  to* advantage.' 
The  feud  between  the  Oisek  and  Latin  churdhes 
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Still  blazed  with  unquenchable  violence;  and,  witb 
the  exception  of  Corinth,  every  place  in  the  Morea 
which  the  Despot  had  it  in  his  power  to  cede,  re- 
vised to  recognise  their  government.  In  these  cir- 
cumstancesy  the  agreement  was  declared  void,  zuid 
restitution  made  by  the  despot  of  the  purdia8e-money> 
which  had  been  paid  him. 

Meantime  Bajazet,  whose  very  name  made  Chris-, 
tendom  tremble,  and  whose  army  had  shut  up  the- 
Greek  Emperor  within  the  walls  of  Constantinople, 
the  siege  of  which  he  pressed  with  vigour,  was  oall* 
qd  upon  to  encounter  a  mightier  foe  than  had  yet 
been  pitted  against  him.     Timour,  or  Tamerlane, 
Khan  of  the  Mogul  Tartars,  the  greatest  of  the  sue* 
o^sors  of  Zengis,  after  having  pushed  his  conquests 
eastward  ahnost  to  the  Yellow  Sea,  and  southward  to 
the  Indian  Ocean,  proclaimed  a  new  expedition  of' 
seven  years  into  the  western  countries  of  Asia.     A 
correspondence  of  complaints  and  menaces  ensued  be« 
twe^n  him  and  Bsuazet ;  and,  stung  to  the  soul  by 
the  real  or  affected  contempt  of  the  barbarian,  and. 
the;  ravages  which  his  tomans  or  myriads  subse- 
quently committed  in  Syria,  the  Turkish  Sultan  ul-. 
tiQiately  raised  the  siege  of  the  Greek  capital,  and 
advanced  into  Anatolia,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty 
army,  to  chastise  the  conqueror  of  Hindostan.     On. 
the  24th  of  July  1402,  the  rival  armies  met  on  the 
jJains  of  Angora ;  and,  after  one  of  the  most  me- 
marable  conflicts  recorded  in  history,  Bajazet  was 
driven  .firom  the  field,  to  become  a  ciq)tive,  and  end 
his  life  in  chains. 

.  Thi^  victory  was  followed  by  the  subjugation  of 
the  whole  of  Asia  Minor  by  the  Tartar  arms ;  and 
even  the  Rhodian  garrison  of  Smyrna,  at  length  be- 
held the  banaer  of  Tameilane.  unfurled  in.  defiance 


thihty-second  grandmaster.        31$ 

i;?itliin  sight  of  their  perilous  station.  This  po^ 
we^  held  by  William  de  Mine,  Grand  Hospitaller 
of  the  Order  ;  and  was  not  only  well  gaqisoned  and 
provisioned,  but  every  way  prepared  to  make  an  ob- 
stinate defence.  The  Tartar  leader  besieged  it  in 
person ;  and,  when  he  summoned  it  to  surrender, 
qualified  his  message  by  a  declaration,  that  he  would 
rest  satisfied  with  the  conversion  of  the  garrison  to 
the  Mohammedan  faith,  and  the  simple  ceremony  of 
planting  his  standard  on  the  ramparts.  This  pro- 
position was  rejected  with  the  indignation  which  i)t 
.was  calculated  to  excite  in  the  breasts  of  men  whose 
renown  lay  in  their  attachment  to  their  faith,  and 
their  imtamished  valour ;  and  Timour,  incensed  at 
their  openly  expressed  scorn,  instantly  commenced 
operations. 

The  citadel  of  Smyrna  stood  on  a  peninsula  sur- 
rounded on  three  sides  by  the  sea,  and  covered  to- 
warj[k  the  land  by  a  de6p  ditch  and  strong  fortifica- 
jtions.  The  town  rose  like  an  amphitheatre  on  the 
slope  of  a  neighbouring  hill,  facing  the  south-west ; 
but  the  lower  part  alone  was  inhabited,  the  upper 
.b^ing  in  ruins.  On  the  ridge  stood  a  fort,  which 
had  aQ  along  been  occupied  by  the  Turks,  between 
whom  and  the  Christian  knights  an  almost  uninter- 
nut^ing  warfare  had  been  waged,  fi*om  the  time  when 
John  de.  Biandra  first  established  himself  in  the 
post — :a  warfare  so  desperate,  says  the  Persian  bior 
grapher  of  Tamerlane,  *  that  for  seven  years  toge- 
.ther,  "  streams  of  blood  were  seen  flowing  con- 
tinually into  the  sea.  "  The  arrival  of  Timour  be- 
fore the  place  was  announced  to  the  knights  by  the 
drums  and  atabals,  and  loud  shouts  of  the  Tartar  ra- 
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vagen ;  and  tlie  attack  oommen^  wkh  the  besi^gtrt 
easting  eafth  and  fiucines  into  the  ditch  to  fill  it  i^ 
while  dieir  bowmen  covered  the  operation  by  showefs 
of  arrows.  On  the  first  day,  Timonr  dis^^yed  ^ 
white  standard,  indicative  of  his  disposition  to  show 
clemency,  in  ease  of  an  immediate  surrender,  Hie 
second  day,  the  standard  was  of  the  colour  of  bloody 
signifying  that  1^  lives  of  the  Governor  and  his 
principal  officers  w^re  foisted.  But  the  third  day^ 
a  black  banner  floated  over  the  Tartar's  tent ;  aad 
the  Christians  knew>  that  not  even  their  voluntavy 
submission  could  save  them  from  a  vic^ent  death. 
The  kni^ts  made  frequent  sallies,  for  the  purpose 
of  checkmg  the  advancement  of  the  enemy's  works ; 
but  these  were  only  so  many  displays  of  unavailing 
bravery.  The  Tartars  next  proceeded  to  undermine 
the  waHs;  and,  in  this  perilous  operation,  whole 
phalanxes '  were  crushed  to  death  imder  the  rocks 
and  beams  which  the  Christians  hmied  down  on 
them.  So  brave  a  resistance  induced  Timour  to  at^ 
tempt  carrying  the  place  by  scalade;  and  wooden 
towers  were  accordingly  erected  and  planted  close  to 
the  ranpartsb  The  lowest  floor  of  these  machines  wail 
occupied  by  the  machinists  and  minots ;  the  middle 
iloor  was  on  a  level  widi  the  top  of  the  waB,  and 
contained  a  bridge  which  could  be  droned  down  on 
it  at  pleasui«  ;  while  the  highest  floor  accommodated 
B  body  of  ardiers^  who  covered  the  scalade.  Tte 
reparations  being  completed,  Timour  gave  oidem 
:br  a  general  assault*  The  attack  lasted  twenty* 
four  hours ;  and  both  parties  performed  prodigies 
of  valour.  The  sky  was  darkened  by  hurtling  ar- 
TOWs  shot  from  bows  and  engines ;  hiJ^e  batt^ng^ 
rams  shook  the  walls  and  towers ;  and  pots  of  bum* 
ing  naphta  were  dashed  against  the  gates.     The  be- 
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mtgii  retimed  -asoir  for  amrcyw.    JEjnomom  stoBes^ 
thrown  by  engine^  <sruflhed  the  barbBiiaos  in  pieces 
faehmd  their  bucklers;   aod  Greek  fiie,  scattered 
among  them  in  abundance,  eat  kito  thdbr  very  bones< 
While  this  tunopil  prevsiled,  the  lain  M  in  tor- 
rents ;  and  it  seenaed  as  if  a  second  deiege  were  Shout 
to  overwhelm  the  earth.     But  neither  the  war  of  the 
elements,  nor  the  pen^  of  mcMtal  strife^  could  appal 
the  Tartarian  chiet     Wherever  the  shower  ef  deadly 
missiles  feU  thiekest,  thire  was  he  constantly,  stationed, 
animating  his  veterans^  by  movA  and  wywnr^U^  to 
deeds  of  desperate  emprise*     His  miners  hflenng  at 
length  eompleted  their  eabcavatioBS,  fire  was  set  to 
the  fiisoines,  Mid&ggots  sprinkled  with  naphtha  wUdt 
had  be^i  staffed  into  theaa.     The  intense  Aime 
speedily  consumed  the  props  thfA  upheld  the  hastirt 
mis  and  eurtaiins  of  the  plaee,  and  apart  of  the  &»tifi«>  . 
cations  fell  with  a  tremendous  crash,  burying  in  its 
vAas  several  of  the  knigbts.     A  boeacb  being  thus 
eAetedy  the  Tartass,  wi&  wdld  yells,  enteoed  it  swoid 
in  hand ;  and  the  cry  of  victory  and  of  praise  to  Gody 
in-  many  barbaiian  ^ongues»  mingled  with  the  dbriek 
of  discomitufe  and  dieath*    The  kihabitloits  srasekn 
disciiiainately  biiftah»«d>  iMid  both  the  (town  and 
castle  maed.     A  few  knights^  and  a  oonsideiahie 
number  of  soldieFB,  however,  escaped  by  sBwimming  to 
the  small  eraft  in  the  harhonr*    Two  esiBraaks^  eo 
huge  Rbodian  vessels,  which  aoenafier  aatesed  the.guif 
wiA  succours  &>r  the  devoted  gansisony  couM  soarocn 
ly  discover  a^vest^e  of  the'&itififialkns;;  and,.wiiii0 
their  crews  were  heAitiiiBg  <how<to  .praeesd,  snrerai 
€k9stian  beads,  tJuowsa-  mm  'eBginea  by  Tbaous's! 
orders,  fell  on  th«v  decks.    The-moittwis  reqiuied 
no  fiuther  ia&smadon.iespflctiag  iIib  fei».«f  4begaL' 
Jaoatmea  wboia  tb^  iseme  to  s^ve.    FiBod  wi&^ 
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boiTor  and  alann,  they  pat  about  th^  h(dni8  and 
sailed  away.  Thus,  in  fourteen  days  did  Timour  te- 
duce  a  fortress,  which  had  been  nnsnccessiully  blodc- 
aded  by  Bajazet  for  seven  years. 
-  Notwithstanding,  this  disaster  followed  so  dose 
on  the  filial  battle  Nicopolis,  the  Grandmast^  of 
Saint  John  was  still  universafiy  regarded  as  the  great- 
est Christiaa  prince  in  the  East.  Never  had  the 
Order  seen  ranged  under  its  banners  a  more  no* 
morons  or  braver  array  of  knights.  The  convent 
boasted  constantly  of  a  thousand  warriors.  The  Le- 
vant was  covered  wi&  their  galHes ;  and  no  corsair 
dared  shake  out  his  sadk  in  the  Lycian  waters.  The 
whole  of  the  isles  called  the  Sporades  were  append- 
ed to  the  possessions  of  the  Order;  and  there  were 
few  Christian  ports  within  the  Pillars  of  Hercdes 
which  were  not  visited  by  the  Rhodian  merdumt 

In  1405,  wlule  on  his  march  to  invade  Chma,  ^ 
redoubted  Timour,  who,  like  another  Attila,  had  e«n- 
ed  the  terrible  title  of  the  Scourge  of  God,  was 
stricken  by  death ;  and  the  dissensimis  which  sub- 
sequently disuiHted  his  sons  allowed  the  Knig^  of 
Rhodes  to  provide  £>r  the  better  security  of  their  in- 
sular territory,  by  a  conquest  on  the  mainland  infieu 
of  that  which  they  had  just  lost.  This  was  an  old 
castle  in  the  gulf  of  Cenmis,  erected  on  the  ruins' of 
die  ancient  Halicamassus,  and  tbcnat  twelveiniles  from 
the  island  of  Cos  or  Lango,  which  belonged  to  the 
Order*  The  Grsndmaster  commanded  in  person 
the  armament  deqiatched  against  it,  and  the  Taitur 
ffxoMm  was  surprised  and  ejected  without  diflkmhy. 
Tkai  fotaHce  being  weak  and  dilapidated,  the  kn^^ 
cased  it,  and  built  another  on  a  salietti'  rode  0?er- 
baaging  the  aea^  which  they  strei^tfaened  hf  idlr^e 
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appliwces  of  art.  On  th^  land  stde^  the  walls  wen 
ot  a  prodigioiis  height  and  thickness,  and  so  inge« 
luonsly  protected  by  bulwarks  and  basticms,  that 
seven  gates  required  to  be  passed  before  the  entrant- 
eoold  gain  the  centre  of  the  works.  The  seaward 
ismparts  were  pierced  with  embrasures  £:^  cannon^ 
which  had  sometime  before  been  introdued  into  the 
East ;  and  a  deep  ditdi,  filled  by  the  sea,  complete- 
ly insulated  the  whole  position.  A  flotilla  of  Rho* 
dian  brigantines  and  feluccas,  acting  in  concert  with 
^e  war-gallies  of  the  Order,  commanded  the  gulf; 
and  the  fortress,  which  was  named  the  Castle  of 
Saint  Peter  by  the  Christians,  and .  Bidrou  by  the 
Turks,  became  in  time  a  place  of  re&ge  for  such 
Christian  slaves  as  found  means  to  eflect  their  escape 
fiom  Turkish  or  Tartarian  bondage.  All  the  sol- 
diers who  had  escaped  the  massacre  at  Smyrna,  were, 
as  a  recompense  for  their  valour,  assigned  an  asy- 
kmi  in  this  stronghold,  to  be  maintained  during 
life  at  the  pi:^Hc  expense ;  and  twenty-three  years 
afierwards,  when  an  ofiBoer  of  the  Order  was  in- 
trusted with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  place,  these  ve- 
terans were  in  some  measure  exempted  fiom  his  au- 
thority. 

The  Ghnndmaster  was  next  called  upon  to  exert 
himself  in  behalf  of  Cyprus,  which,  in  ccmsequence 
of  a  breach  between  its  governors  and  the  republic  of 
Geno%  was  Uireatened  with  entire  subjugation  by 
tliatpoweiM  state*  The  Genoese  had,  for  a  consider- 
able time,  held  the  town  of  Famagusta,  which  they  had- 
wrested  by  violence  irom  the  house  of  Lusignan,  in 
reprisai  for  aii  outrage  on  several  Genoese  noblemen, 
petpetrated  by  ihe  Cypriots  in  a  popular  tumult. 
The  islanders  having  manifested  an  intention  of  re- 
epVfiriag  Famagusta^  the  State  of  Genoa  de&patdi- 


ed  a  powflrful  armameiit  to  its  succouTy  command^ 
ed  by  their  French  governor  the  fiunous  Bonci^ 
cBult---one  of  the  wairiors  whose  radi  counsel  had. 
delivered  die  chivalry  of  France  into  the  hands  ojf 
Bajazet  in  the  Jbattle  of  Nicopolia.  This  expedi* 
tion,  which  consisted  of  seven  ilaige  ships  and  nine 
galfie%  put  into  Rhodes  on  its  passage  to  Famagns- 
to.  The  k]i^B[hts  receisred  Boudcaplt  with  maneed 
distinction ;  but  at  the  same  time,  the  Grrandnmater 
esteemed  it  his  duty  to  represent  to  the  Marshal^  in 
forcible  teirns,  the  injury  he  was  likely  to  do  to  th^ 
interests  of  Christianity,  by  inflicting  the  calanuties 
inseparable  &om  war  on  an  island  which,  next  to 
Rhodes,  was  the  strongest  bulwark  of  the  Cross  in  the 
Levant.  He  adjured  the  Genoese  leader  at  least  .ta 
{Kocrastinate  a  voyage  so  calculated  to  &cilitate  So* 
racen  conquest,  and  offered  to  repair  to  Cyprus  in 
the  character  of  a  mediator  between  the  two  statef^ 
To  this  proposition  the  Marshal  assented ;  and  tiie 
Grandmaster  set  sail  &r  Cyprus,  while  Boucicaul^ 
to  beguile  the  time,  and  give  employment  to  the  fiefy 
^irits  on  board  his  squadron,  ran  down  at  a  ventme 
to  the  Syrian  city  of  Scandecoon,  which  place  he 
carried  by  assault  and  plundered ;  and  the  Turkiift 
Emir  to  whom  it  belonged  was  ^bd  to  buy  it  back 
by  a  trea^  of  alliance,  in  whidh  he  pledged  himself -1^ 
fixmiah  the  expedition  with  all  necessary  suppfieft^ 
should  a  descent  on  Cyprus  be  fomid  requiAte.  Th^ 
mission  o£  the  Grandmaster,  howefver,  averted  diai 
event.  In  accordance  with  his  counsel,  the  King  ^f 
Cyprus  acceded  to  die  teims  whidiithe  Genoese  of* 
fered,  and  seventy  thousand  ducats,  which  the  iaiandl* 
era  were  required  to  pay  as  an  indemnity,  were  nd^ 
vonced  from  the  treasury  of  Rhodes — die  regal  eroma 
and  many  other  psecioua  artidea  heing  pledged  £at 
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ifes  repayment*  This  done,  the  Grandmaster  and  the 
Genoese  commander  re-embailced,  and,  excited  by  the 
sucoess  which  had  attended  the  latter's  descent  on- 
Scanderoon,  bore  away  on  a  ravaging  expedition  to 
the  Syrian  shore. 

The  legions  of  Timour's  successors  still  lingered 
on  the  coasts  of  Syria  and  Palestine  ;  and  the  Genoese 
and  Rhodian  leaders  found  Tripoli,  the  first  place 
which  they  had  attempted  to  sumrise,  garrisoned  by 
fifteen  thousand  men,  among  whom  were  six  hun*- 
dred  Tartariari  horsemen,  clothed  in  velvet  and  cloth 
of  gold.  *  The  Infidefe  drew  up  in  battle-array  on 
fSat  beach,  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  Christian 
rovers ;  but  the  latter  were  too  firmly  bent  on  warlike 
adi^enture,  to  be  intimidated  by  the  menacing  front 
^iphich  they  presented.  The  Marshal,  and  the  Grande- 
master  of  St  John,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  his 
bii^ts,  too  impatient  to  meet  the  Moslems  in  clos6 
conflict,  t&  walit  the  progress  of  the  boats,  flung  them*- 
teihK9  shoulder-deep  into  the  sea,  and,  with  their 
filchlons  bared,  waded  boldly  to  the  land.  The 
Ohzistians  m^ustered  scarcely  three  thousand  men ; 
Init  their  onslaught  was  so  Virions,  that  the  barba- 
mns  instantly  gave  way,  and  retired  in  disorder  to  a 
pofition'  covered  By  hedges  and  dykes,  directly  vk 
front  of  the  city,  which  was  strongly  fortified.  Scarce* 
ly  giving  liieir  soldiers  time  to  recover  breath,  the 
Christian  commanders  renewed  the  charge.  Divid*- 
ing  their  little  army  into  tibree  bodies,  they  assailed 
the  Moslems  simultaneously  in  front  and  on  bo^ 
^anhs,  and,  'after  a  sanguinary  conflict,  drove  them 
fest  into  the  gardens  and  orchards,  and  afterwards 
n4o  the  city  itself.     To  Have  assaulted  Tripoli,  how- 

' '    •  Mfaiio(ra  <^  tins  Mtte^bldi  di:  Bdilciis^ 
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ever,  would  have  been  madness.  They  hadinacb 
the  descent  under  an  impression  that  they  would  find 
it -defenceless,  and,  disappointed  in  this^  they  reemr 
barked,  and  directed  their  pows  to  another  quarter., 
The  fleet  had  scarcely  lost  sight  of  Tripoli  on  a 
southerly  course,  when  a  light  bark  was  descrnd, 
with  every  sail  set,  standing  out  to  sea ;  wh^eupoB 
a  swifl-sailing  galley  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  it,  and 
brought  its  commander  into  the  presence  of  the 
Christian  Admirals.  He  proved  to  be  a  Venetian  ; 
and,  on  being  threatened  with  the  rack,  confessed 
himself  an  emissary  of  his  republic,  who  had  been 
instructed  to  warn  the  whole  coast  from  Scanderoon 
to  Alexandria,  that  a  Christian  armament  under  re- 
doubted leaders  was  at  sea,  and  bent  on  hostile  ag* 
gression.  This  intelligence  he  had  just  carried  to 
Bekout  (the  ancient  Beiytus)  a  port  .famous  for  its 
commerce  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  filled  with  conster* 
nation,  had  retired  with  their  most  valuable  efiects 
into  the  interior  of  the  country.  The  Christiana 
expressed  great  indignation  at  nis  mission,  and  he 
harrowly  escaped  being  thrown  into  the  sea ;  but  aa 
they  had  resolved,  prior  to  his  capture,  to  land  at 
Beirout,  which  he  gave  th^n  to  understand  was  in* 
differently  fortified,  diey  continued  their  voyage  thither» 
and  plundered  it  without  opposition.  From  thence 
they  sailed  to  Saide  (the  ancient  Sidon),  whes^ 
covered  by  showers  of  missiles  thrown  by  engines 
nrom  the  ships,  two  hundred  men*at-arms,  and  a 
amall  body  of  cro8s-bow-men»  headed  by  the  Mu* 
shal  and  Grandmaster,  landed  in  the  fiice  a  Moham^* 
^edan  force  little  short  of  ten  thousand  men*  Be-* 
fore  this  division  could  be  supported  by  the  tro<^ 
that  still  remained  on  board  the  fleet,  one  of  those 
sudden  hunicanes  which  fiequ^tiy  visit  the  Syziaii 
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860^  tossed  the  waves  into  niountains,  and  prevented 
aH  connnunication  tnth  the  shore.  By  this  event  the 
Christian  leaders  were  placed,  for  a  time,  in  a  most 
persons  situation ;  and  had  the  Moslems  heen  aware 
of 'the  advantage  which  the  elements  had  given 
them,  the  adventure  would  in  all  prohahility  have 
tenninated  in  the  extermination  of  die  whole  hand. 
Bat,  intimidated  hy  the  hold  front  which  thef 
Christians  presented,  they  harely  ventured  within 
baW'»6hot,  and  the  storm  subsiding  as  suddenly  as 
it  had  risMi,  the  knights  and  their  followers  re- 
embarked,  and  made  sail  for  Jafik.  There  they' 
had  a  still  narrower  escape  from  destruction.  The 
^aee,- which  was  situated  in  a  plain,  covered  on  one 
side  by  a  forest,  and  on  the  other  by  a  mountain, 
was  stnmgly  garrisoned ;  but  tJie  Moslems,  in^ad 
of  showing  themselves  in  force  on  the  beach,  allow- 
ed the  Cluistians  to  make  a  reconnoisance  unmolest* 
ed.  The  troops  that  were  landed  for  this  purpose, 
persuaded  that  there  was  no  force  in  the  neighbour^' 
hood  able  to  oj^ose  them,  re-embarked  at  t^ghdkll, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  whole .  anny  was  to' 
seaaal  die  place  next  day ;  but  no  sooner  did  the 
Moslems  observe  them  crowding  into  their  boats,  than,' 
fiaiC3ring  di»t  ^ey  had  discovered  their  ambuscade^ 
asd  were  retreating  in  a  panic,  they  burst  from  their 
eonrert,  and,  with  fierce  shouts,  poured  down  in  my-' 
liads  to  the  very  brink  of  the  sea.  The  Christians, 
saved  by  this  precipitate  conduct  from  the  inevitable 
ruin  winch  must  have  overtaken  them  had  tibey  land- 
ed on  the  morrow,  answered  their  fierce  gestures 
with  a  few  bolts  from  their  cross-bows ;  and,  tired  of  an 
eaq)ei£tiott  which  had  been  attended  with'  so  little  suc- 
cess, tliey  bade  adieu  to  the  Syrian  coast — the  G^oese 
steering  for  Famagusta,  the  Knights  for  Rhodes. 
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This  expecUtioa  was  feUdff^  not  by  Wii43i0  «»» 
prisals  on  the  p«rt  of  1^  MesLciBiSi  but  by  offiM  df 
peace  from  the  Sidtim  di  Egypt^  wbe*  held  the  AM 
domuiioii  m  Palestine.  The  ki^fate  were  so  pdieiit 
at  sea,  thut  bo  bark  beai^g  the  Egypdaa  flag- couU 
ventufe  into  the  Cypfiot  or  Lyeiaa  watenr;  «M^ 
though  exasperatcfd  bey6nd  teeasufe  «S  their  menaoi^ 
the  sagtKieus  Moslem  held  it  the  wisor  ooiirae  tb 
deprecate  their  wraith*  The  knights^  who  were-^b 
the  point  of  entering  hue  a  league  against  their  nemr 
enemies  the  Tutks^  prudently  eticeded  te  the  fH^ 
posul.  The  negotiations  terminated  in  a  treaty  yrhUh 
i^ectrred  to  them  libiMrty  to  fenee  ^e  Holy  SepukhKy 
a  right  Uy  maintain  six  kmghts  free  c^  ftnbute  in  Je^ 
rusalan,  the^Vilege  of  fteiaoming  Ckristiaji  fibvM, 
it  the  priee  whidi  their  masters  onffns^  paid  Ibr 
them»  and  a  free  coramerckl  hitereoivse  with  tM  tfte 
Egyptian  ports.  It  wa»  farther  conditiimed^  that 
eiSier  party  shoidd  be  at  libetty  to  renew  thij 
mthout  stain  on  thrir  fiuth,  provided  they 
pmbKe  proehmatimi  thuee  monthe  before  handy  «f 
their  intent  to  unfurl  their  baimtt« 

In  1409,  an  atterapl  was  pnde  by  the  Chribtiaii 
moM  to  terminate  the  sehism  which  had  so  Icmg  di- 
vided the  Roman  Chureh.  -  A  general  council  wHb 
held  at  Pisa,  winch,  in  the  strict  spirit  of  justice^  depo^ 
ed  both  the  Popes  of  Rome  and  Av^Bcm,  and 
ated-  a  third  party  to  tlie  pontificate.  But  this 
oeedh^  only  raked-up  a  llnrd  pretender  to  the  jfoptiL 
dtaar ;  and  it  ie^piired  the  authority  of  another' eqv^ 
ly  august  eotmeil,  held  at  Constance  in  1414^  fo 
Si^prdss  this  unholy  rivahyj  and  bring  the  Cbtholic 
diuich,  after  lorty  vews  division,  0bc0  mofe  itadtt 
asii^headynamely^l^of  OdwCokima,  the  d»> 


«lDeQifanit  of  s  long  raee  of  nge&aad  hesoeS)  Vho  tvas 
oUfanwed  (1417)  by  the  title  of  Mutni  the  Fifth* 
•  The  GiandmaBter  of  Saint  John  was  present  si 
hoth  these  councils*  At  thst  of  Pisa,  which  was 
ikie  most  iUuBtrious  ecclesiastical  assembly  that  had 
erer  been  seen  in  the  Christian  world,  he  was  wl* 
.tmded  by  sixteen  eoaiBiandeis ;  and  in  the  inteml 
between  the  two  eouncils,  his  mediation  was  usefntiy 
«S0rted,  both  in  France  and  England,  in  bringing 
•about  a  reconcRement  befcwreen  the  monarchs  of  t£eae 
kingdoms.  The  annihilaition  of  the  schism  in  the 
-Churchy  was  a  matter  of  infinite  joy  to  the  whole 
Osdci.  The  dmsion  had  in  amannec  cut  o£F  several 
kngvages  from  the  fintemity ;  and  during  its  contt- 
waaoee^  the  treasufy  had  been  deprived  of  the  does 
aiiising  firom  the  CcHmnandenes  of  Eaghmd,  Italy, 
Anagoni  part  of  Gpennanyy  Bohemia,  Hungary,,  and 
Northern  £ttrope-^-4he  Kni^ts  of  the  Convent  of 
Rhodes^  of  the  East,,  and  of  France,  Castile,  Scot- 
kod,  and  paft  of  Germany,  alone  acknowledgiDg. 
the*  Gsandnuister's  authority ;  while  the  secedess  m- 
oeived  as  their  superior  &  lieutenant  nominated  bjy 
db»  Italian  Pope.  This  greatly  dih^idated  1w 
fcanees  of  the  Order; 'but  the  reunion  which  fbl« 
lowod  tbe  eledaon  of  Martin  the  Fifth,  restoi«d 
ihciaa  to  their  former  sufficiency;  and  the  Gisuui- 
AMster,  before  he  retained  to  Rhodes^  had  the  sati»- 
fiMSticm  of  aeeii^  all  the  refindory  commandeis  htunbl^ 
.suing  f^  permission  to  resume  their  aSegianee,  and 
pieij^ing  themselves  to  submit  implicidy  to  Im  de^ 
creese  Coveted  with  honouits^  and  crowned  withr 
basis  that,  had  become  white  as  snow  in  co\mcil  and 
in.batde,  he  presented  himself  once  more  among  Mv 
fi^khM  Bho^ans^ader  an  absence  of  ten  years;  azvd  hab 
aitiml  was  oonMamemorated  by  ahigh festival  thcou^ 
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out  the  islaiid*  Before  he  died,  he  heheld  nearljr 
all  the  knights  who  had  zefiued  to  recognise  his  title 
during  the  schism,  meet  in  brotherly  amity,  to  ex- 
press their  abhorrence  of  disunion,  and  to  enact  new 
defences  for  the  constitution ;  and  the  ratification  of 
the  records  of  this  Chapter  by  the  Pope,  was  the 
signal  for  the  good  knight's  departure  to  another 
world.  It  was  in  1421,  two  years  afier  his  retucDt 
that  he  terminated  his  career ;  and  a  worthier  gorer* 
nor  than  Philibert  de  Naillac,  the  Knights  of  Saint 
John  never  laid  in  the  dust. 

Anthony  fluvian,  or  de  la  Riviere,  a  Catalo* 
nian  knight,  succeeded  De  Naillac  as  Grandmaster* 
Scarcely  had  he  assumed  the  supreme  dignity,  when, 
the  tocsin  of  war,  which  had  been  silent  during  the 
later  years  of  his  predecessor's  administration,  sound- 
ed  simultaneously  from  the  Anatolian  and  Egyp- 
tian coasts.  Mohammed  the  First,  the  last  of  Ba^^ 
jazet's  sons,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Greeks,  had 
torn  the  sceptre  of  his  &ther  from  the  grasp  of  the 
children  of  Tainerlane,  and  dehvered  it,  after  a  reiga 
of  eight  years,  safely  into  the  hands  of  his  scm  Amu- 
rath  the  Second,  a  prince  whose  conquests  blotted- 
from  the  pige  of  Turkish  history  the  triumphs  of 
the  Tartarian  chief^  and  restored  the  Ottoman  em*, 
pire  to  its  pristine  splendour.  Having  rendered  hift 
name  terrible,  from  the  Caramanian  to  the  Carpa* 
thian  mountains,  he  proceeded  to  menace  the  Morea 
and  the  islands  of  the  Ardiipelago.  The  Knights 
of  Rhodes,  anxious  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  his. 
arms,  were  about  to  send  a  squadron  mto  the  ^gean 
sea,  when  they  learned  that  the  Emir  of  Scanderoon,, 
who  owed  fealty  to  the  Turkish  Sultan,  was  in  the 
Lycian.  waters  with  a  considerable  fleet.  The  de^ 
tination  of  the  gallies  was  consequently  changed^ 
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flDd  tlwy  sailed  in  pursuit  of  the  Conair  of  Scan- 
deroon,  whom  they  suspected  of  a  design  to  invade 
their  island.  While  the  two  squadrons  were  roam- 
ing the  seas  in  quest  of  each  other,  and  availing 
themselves  of  eveiy  opportunity  to  make  sanguinary 
deseents  on  undefended  points  of  their  respective 
coasts,  another  hattle-flag  was  unfurled  in  the  Levant, 
namely,  that  of  the  Egyptian  Sultan,  the  &mou8  Al* 
nazer-Aldaher,  a  Circassian,  who,  like  all  his  Mame* 
luke  predecessors,  had  risen  from  slavery  to  a  throne. 
Elnowing  that  it  was  perilous  to  the  sovereign  of  a 
fiei€6  and  seditious  soldiery,  like  the  MameliSces,  to 
leave  them  miemployed,  he  planned  a  war  against 
Janus  de  Lusignan,  King  of  Cyprus,  and  suddenly 
landed  a  considerable  force  in  that  island.  The  first 
resource  of  the  Cypriot  Prince  was  to  claim  the  as<* 
sistance  of  his  ancient  allies,  the  Knights  of  Rhodes ; 
and  though  the  Order  was  then  at  peace  with  the 
I^yptians,  and  always  held  it  imprudent  to  engage 
bodi  with  them  and  the  Tuiks  at  the  same  time,  they 
ooi^d  not  permit  their  nearest  Christian  ally  to  be 
overwhelmed,  without  makii^  an  effort  to  save  him. 
They  first  tried  the  effect  of  mediation ;  but  the  Sul- 
tan would  listen  to  no  terms  short  of  the  Cypriots 
becoming  his  tributaries ;  and  to  this  their  Prince, 
would  not  accede^  nor  would  the  Grandmaster  ac- 
cord it  his  sanction.  In  these  circumstances,  an  ap^ 
peal  to  arms  became  inevitable,  and  succours  were 
despatched  from  Rhodes  to  serve  imder  the  Cypriot 
standard.  After  a  long  and  sanguinary,  but  indeci- 
sii^e  warfare,  the  armies  at  length  met  in  a  regular' 
battle,  which  ended  disastrously  for  the  Cross.  Th^ 
flower  of  the  Cypriot  lords,  and  several  kni^ts  df 
Saint  John  fell  on  the  field,  and  the  King  was  cap- 
tured and  carried  a  prisoner  to  Alexandria. 
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This  defeat  did  not  infiimidate  the  Grandmafitdir 
from  sending  former  succours  to  Cyprus;  and  so 
bravely  did  Siey  reanimate  the  natives,  and  maintain 
the  contest,  that  ihe  Egyptian  general'  foirad  his  pro* 
gvess  completely  barred.  In  revenge,  he  kid  waste 
the  commandery  which  the  Order  ot  Saint  Jc^  ^s* 
seased  in  the  idand ;  and,  iA  the  same  time,'  the  SuU 
tan,  his  master,  projected  carrying  his  arms  to  Rhodes 
itself*  The  fury  of  the  war,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent negotiations  from  being  carried  on  for  the  libe* 
lalion  of  the  captive  King,  who  was  ukimately  ran- 
somed for  twen^  thousand  gold  fiorins,  greater  part 
ef  winch  was  advanced  ^m  the  treasury  of  Saint 
Jojm. 

The  liberation  of  the  Cypriot  Prince  led  to  a 
maey  of  peace,  which  reGeved  the  idand  of  the  III- 
fidel  maraoders ;  and  the  Sditan,  at  the  same  time, 
Mnewed  his  p-edecessor's  amicable  intercourse  with 
die  knights.  The  Grandmaster,  however,  placed  bfift 
small  oonfidenee  in  die  Moslem's  pacific  professicms^ 
Secret  intelligence  had  reached  him  from  Alexandria, 
thst  the  Sulton  only  waited  till  the  Order  should  be 
kdled  into  security,  to  burst  upon  Rhodes  with  d 
mighty  armament ;  and  to  guard  against  such  a  de* 
scent,  instructions  were  ^rwaxded  to  every  Prionr  in 
Ectrope,  to- send  eax^twentyjfive  kn^t»to reinmrce 
the  principal  hospitium.  This  sununons  brought  to 
Rhodes  even  a  greater  number  of  kn%hts  ^an  was 
demanded,^  ati  of  whom  arrived'  bunung  with  coub' 
rage  aind  zeaL  IVClitary  stores  were  also  poured  a- 
bimdantfy  into  the  island ;  and  the  G<rand  Prior  f)t 
Fiance  sent,  of  his  own  accord,  a  whole  ship-loaid  of 
afrow-heads  and  cross-bows,  to  replenish  the  ar« 
mouryw  These  mk^y  preparations  tnttmidaied  tbs 
Sultan,  who  hdd  it  prudent  to  suspend  the  depa»- 
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i«>e  of  hiB  fleet,  uader  an  impressioii  that  the  tiea* 
tfvaj  of  Saint  John  would  speedily  be  impoveridned 
by  the  super-ordinary  expenditure  requisite  to  mainn 
ton  ihe  island  in  so  inmregoable  a  condition,  and 
that  the  Grandmaster  woiud  eventually  find  it  neces-^ 
sary  to  dispense  with  the  additional  troops  which  h» 
had  so.  promptly  collected.  In  this  hope,  howerer, 
he  was  disap^inted.  Though  the  finsBices  of  the 
Order  were  greatly  dilapidated,  not  only  by  these 
preparalionsy  but  by  ^e  inroads  of  the  English  into 
Chance,  the  devastations  of  the  Hussites  in  Bohe* 
mia,  Moravia  and  Silesif;,  and  the  war  waged  l^ 
the  Teutonic  knights  in  Poland,  in  all  of  which 
countries  its  possessions  were  subjected  to  partial 
^liation,  the  Grandmastcar  was  able  to  present  the 
same  formidable  aspect  to  the  Infidels  during  the 
whole  of  his  reign.  His  latter  days  were  spent  in 
die  exercise  of  those  peaceful  virtues,  which  contri- 
bute more  to  the  happiness  of  mankind  than  the 
pf  oudest  military  renown.  He  built  a  magnificent 
iofiiniary  on  the  island,  for  the  reception  of  sick  and 
wpunded  knights,  and  endowed  it  at  his  own  ex- 

rse ;  and,  at  his  death  (1487),  he  bequeathed  to 
puhlic  treasury  two  himdred  thousand  ducats,  the 
finnt  of  natural  thrifl;  and  judicious  retrenchments  in 
the  expenses  of  his  high  dignity. 

John  de  Lastic  succeeded  Iiuvism  as  Grandmas- 
ter. He  was  resident  at  his  priory  of  Auvergne,  at 
Ae  date  of  his  election ;  but,  on  being  informed  of 
it,  instantly  repaired  to  Rhodes.  His  arrival  waa 
Qiost  timely ;  for  the  spies  which  the  Order  niaintain-. 
ad  in  IBgypt^  had  given  notice  tibat  the  Sultan,  Abou- 
aaid-*  Jacmac,  in  accordance  with  the  schemes  of  his 
immediate  predecessor,  had  resolved  to  make  a  de-i 
aeent  on  the  island.    Hithertp,  the  confi^tantanimQe 
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sities  of  the  Saracens  and  Tnxks  had  been  eminenfe- 
ly  serviceable  to  the  Christians ;  but  tha  knights  now 
learned,  that  the  Ottoman  Emperor  was  for  once  difr*' 
posed  to  support  the  Egyptian  prince,  or  at  least 
would  not  oppose  his  enterprise,  or  cripple  him,  as 
was  the  Ottoman's  wont,  by  devastating  his  frontier, 
while  his  arms  were  employed  against  the  champions 
of  Frangistan.  The  Grandmaster,  sanctioned  by 
the  example  of  the  head  of  the  Christian  chureht 
who  held  it  imprudent  on  the  part  of  the  Order  to 
wage  war  with  two  puissant  enemies  at  the  same 
time,  endeavoured,  through  the  medium  o£  an  emr 
bassy  to  the  court  of  Amiuath  the  Second,  to  renew 
the  truce  which  the  knights  had  made  with  the  jm- 
decessor  of  that  prince ;  but  the  Turk  craftily  de- 
clined entering  into  a  new  engagement,  on  the  argu- 
ment that  the  old  treaty  was  sufficiently  secure  and 
binding.  This  answer  was  considered  tantamount 
to  a  declaration,  that  the  peace  was  not  to  be  d^ 

S ended  on.  Two  vessels,  commanded  by  WUliflni 
e  Lastic,  nephew  of  the  Grandmaster,  and  Sene»- 
ehal  of  the  Order,  were  despatched  to  make  obsei^ 
vations  on  the  African  coast ;  and  the  intelligence 
which  they  thought  back,  warned  the  kni^ts  to 
prepare  for  an  attack  from  the  whole  wBr*hordee  df 
Egypt.  It  was  only  in  times  of  tranquillity  that  the 
warriors  of  Saint  «fohn  were  prone  to  foiget  their 
knightly  duties.  Whenever  the  war-cburion  of  the 
Moslem  was  heard  to  sound,  the  jars  that  had  disunited 
them  in  hours  of  inactivity,  were  instantly  consigned 
to  oblivion ;  and  they  stood  again  on  their  ivmparts, 
and  on  the  decks  of  their  war-gallies,  that  same  iil- 
dbmitable  band  who  had  won  imperishaUe  renown 
in  every  comer  of  Palestine.  Eight  galHeS}  &nr 
•hq»  with  fa^h  decksy  and  several  ttaxtsfotiBf  ha«- 
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ing'  a  conndenible  body  of  troops  on  board,  were 
promptly  equipped  fi)r  sea ;  while  Rhodes  and  the 
dependent  islets  were  placed  in  the  most  complete 
state  of  defence.  The  Egyptian  Prince,  on  his  part, 
fitted  out  a  fieet  of  eighteen  gailies,  and  nnmerooB 
vessels  of  inferior  bulk,  on  board  of  ninch  he  em- 
barked a  great  number  of  well-armed  soldiers.  This 
expedition,  after  razing  the  castle,  and  devastating 
the  island  of  Chatdiurouge,  a  small  dependency  of 
the  Order,  situated  within  a  league  of  the  Lycian 
ooast,  appeared  off  Rhodes  on  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber 1440. 

•  Stimulated  by  the  eSLample  of  the  knights,  the  in- 
habitants of  Rhodes  took  up  arms  to  a  man ;  and 
so  imposing  was  the  front  they  presented,  that  the 
Moslems  were  intimidated  from  venturing  to  de- 
biark.  While  the  latter  lay  indolently  in  front  of  tiie 
harbour,  hesitating  what  course  to  pursue,  the  Mar- 
dial  of  Saint  John,  as  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  ordered 
his  gaUies  to  stand  out  into  the  open  sea  and  attadc 
them.  .  The  Egyptisuis,  who  had  not  calculated  on 
having  to  encounter  so  formidable  a  squadron,  did 
not  wait  its  approach,  but  ran  into  a  creekj  where 
iitief  secured  themselves,  so  as  to  keep  the  Chris- 
tians at  a  distance,  simply  by  the  fire  of  their  artil- 
lery-—-for  cannon  were  employed  on  board  both  fleets. 
The  day  was  passed  in  a  comparatively  harmless  ex- 
change of  balls.  The  use  of  gunpomler  was  yet  in 
its-  infancy  in  the  Levant ;  and  the  smoke  and  thun- 
der of  die  mysterious  tubes,  were  far  more  terrible  to 
the  warrior  than  the  hurtling  arrow  and  flashing 
knee,  with  which  his  mailed  ancestors  had  contend- 
ed. He  scorned  still  to  flinch  at  the  twang  of  the 
bowstring,  or  the  gleain  of  the  Damascus  blade; 
bat  he  Bknmk  yMi  awe  from  tlie  tnarvellouB  power, 
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i^eh,  8t  ihe  distance  of  many  arrow-^^tSy  dasbej 
bim  in  pieces  behind  his  buckleE.     Night  separate 
ed  the  combatants  ;  and  the  Man^  ran  into  port,- 
Mty  determined  to  lenew  the  attack  with  ihe£ttt 
beam  of  the  morning;  bat  the  Saracens,  conoeivii^ 
themselves  io  a  perilous  position,  put  to  sea  longbe# 
£>re  daybreak,  and  stood  away  for  Lango,  wil^  an  in- 
tent to  surprise  that  island.     Tliither  liiey  were 
elosely  pursued  by  the  Mamdial,  who,  by  dint  of 
eanvBfiS  and  oars,  completely  outsailed  them,  and, 
under  cover  of  the  cannon  of  the  castle  of  Lango, 
once  more  offered  them  battle.     The  co^ibat,  honr* 
ever,  was  again  declined ;  and  the  Egyptian  admi- 
lal,   doubly  foiled,  made  sail  fiar  a  Turkish  island^ 
and  took  re^e  in  a  commodious  harbour,  where  he 
drew  up  his  fleet  in  an  impregnalde  line — the  gidOxes 
being  closely  grappled  to  one  another,  wifh  their 
prows  towards  the  sea,  and  forming,  as  it  were,  one 
vast  floating  battery.     A  council  of  war  was  held  od 
board  the  Christian  fleet ;  and  several  kni^ts,  starts 
led  at  the  strong  position  of  the  Mosleme^  tried  to 
dissuade  the  Marahal  from  hazarding  an  attacfe-«« 
alleging,  that  not  only  were  the  Infidels  vastly  mh 
perior  in  force,  but  that  the  gulf  in  which  ^bey 
were  anchored  was  shoally  and  dangerous.      But 
the  Marshal,  with  the  mn^gnanimity  of  a  Chrisdan* 
sbldier,  answered,  diat  be  woidd  sooner  die  on  hid 
own  deck  than  bear  the  veproadi  of  havii^  dedin«' 
ed  an  offer  of  battle  from  a  Saiacen  foe.     To  guard 
against  the  cpucksands  of  the  bi^  h%  transferred' 
his  troops  to  the  snudler  craft  in  his  fleet,   and 
then  at  ttieir  head  bore  boldly  down  on  ^e  Egyptian 
Mne,  covered  by  the  flie  of  his  gallies.     The  Mofr* 
lems,  standing  firm  on  their  decks^  sufltained  the 
shock  with  great  bravery,  and  imwaras  of  seven 
^nndied  men  fell  in  the  conflict,  fdiich  neverdielieaB 


THIRTT-FOU&TH  GRANDMASTER.  838 

terminated  at  night-^  without  a  decisive  result.' 
Covered  with  the  blood  of  his  enemies,  and  scarred 
with  five  honouK^  wounds,  the  Marshal  returned  to 
his  galley,  and,  bad  weather  coming  on,  stood  back 
to  port.  His  retreat  allowed  the  Egyptians  to  es* 
cape  out  of  the  Lydan  Sea.  <0n  their  way  back  to  the 
Nile  they  landed  on  Cyprus,  and  again  laid  waste 
^e  cbmmandery  which  me  knights  possessed  in  that 
island. 

'  The  misadventares  which  befell  this  •  annament,* 
did  not  deter  the  Egyptian  chief  &om  forming  new 
projects  for  the  subjugation  of  Rhodes.  He  endea- 
voured, by  various  pe^  artifices,  to  lull  asleep  the  vi- 
gilance 01  the  knights ;  and,  by  a  piece  of  judicious 
policy,  which  secured  to  him  the  neutrality  of  the 
Venetians,  he  entered  into  a  restncted  treaty  with  the 
Order,  which  exempted  fi-om  agression  Lango .  and" 
Nizzara,  two  islands :  which  it  was  the  province  of 
Fantin  Quirini,  a  noble  Venetian  knight,  to  defend,* 
and  whose  cause  the  Egyptians  had  reason  to  know 
the  republic  would  not  *  be  slow  to  espouse,  should 
his  government  be  invaded.  This  treaty,  which  was 
hollow,  from  the  fbundation,  engendered  hopes  that 
a  more  extended  truce  would  arise  from  it ;  but,  ne- 
vertheless, the  Grandmaster  spared  no  effort  to  pre- 
pare for  immediate  hostilities.  The  fortifications  of 
Rhodes  were  strengthened,  the  magazines  filled  with 
stores,  and  all  the  sovere^ns  of  Europe  were  formal- 
ly warned  of  the  penl  with'  which  the  bulwark  of 
Ghnstendom  was  ^menaced,  and  were  at  the.  same 
tapiie  implored  to  contribute  to  its  preservation.  But 
iixe  zeal  which,  in  former  times,  had  whitened  Asia 
with. Christian  bones,  was  extinguished,  never  to  be- 
rekindled*  The  Princes  of  the  West,  occupied  with*, 
liieir  .  ow^  ^roils»   ^^^  sufficiently  potent  in  their 
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dorainioRi)  to  havu  iia  iotercit  b  ociulmg  llieir  nsliel* 
KaiM  iiubles  to  a  itutAiit  und  irnigtaaaty  mat,  answer- 
ed the  call  with  futile  exprtaBioDS  tit  regret ;  std 
wbcii  the  wur-dag  of  tlie  EgjptiaiH  agun  g|«ameil 
uii  Uie  horiioD,  Sie  Bbodkokui^ls  binced  on  tlietr 
mail  TviUi  llic  conviction,  tlut   on  tlieii  owu  I 
,   bruiids  ajiiiic  deuended  the  is^e  of  the  battle. 
The  aecoiid  ueacenl  of  the  Egypiiaoa  wm 
I  in  the  ■ammtT  uf   1444.      Eighteen   thoiisaad  il 
I  den,  including  a   strong  bodji  of   M»iiiduk«t^ 
I  wbicli  the  pride  of  the  unwr  Ity,  biideit  at  » dt- 
f  finiMlwt  jioiiit,  uid  initnnlMtely  innated  Uw  apitsi, 
I  vdiilc  tbeit   HcDt   sui^ectcd   the  Itiiiboui  to  a  dtm 
ft  bluckade.     Hvitory  boa   pre«erv«d   iiu  record  of 
I  fcau  o4'  trwB  tiuit  killoiml,  or  of  iJui  iiunibet  ofj 

Tlw  knighta  of  tboM  dajm  kiww  b«lUj 
I  to  wield  tbe  fdchtMi  than  the  pen  ;  (ut  lileflirj 
\»  then  an  igtiobic  ottBiiuneni ;  and  llic  ipnrreil 
^lifca  tns  criten  neawntnted  to  8>^)«ciibe  ofiicul 
;■  with  ihe  ainiplc  iupeH  of  hi«  guiulhtte4 
B  of  tW  OrdtT  only  presene  th»  i 
,  ihtt  the  ancge  betnl  iurty  dnya ;  tbai  tiw 
«  beM  doim  ibn  trails  wil^  a  (ut  bntleniig  I 
Miwik*  wets  tuade  and  repelled 
t,  oltimtitcl}'.  tile  E^wpOMiu  gtuiersl  obaiidoiu 
nprUB  is  desfnir.  and  (c-einbarked,  IcHTing,] 
]cw«r  of  Ills  army  dead  on  tbe  glucift  and  iam 
'itdxa.  3 

The  OFWK  at  il\k  betvk  dufuriec  filled  Eur^w  iriAl 
ihiiiDitiaii ;  ami,  though  ao  regal  head  eofffei  ta 
luiniiJi  tJic  aaccctm  whkb  were  apiui  itnplatnl,  t^. 
'  iiing  iqwit  of  cluvulry  wsh  pwtiully  rcvivnt  a 
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fov  fi¥e*ye8rsH^aa  enactment  wlkich,  lor  ai  time,  prov* 
ed  a  feilaki  sul^^ect  o£  dispute  with,  the  distani  cob^^ 
ina&dersy  and  neadLy  embroiled  tiie  Grandnaster  iir  a 
Bmoua  quand  widi  Nichoks  the  Fifth,  the  regnast 
Pispe.  To  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Graadmasteiv 
the  coimcil  invested  him  with  imeootrolled  oad^ority 
fer  thiee  years  ;  anid  so  benefidally  did  he  exeseise  il^ 
diat,  befere  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  eon^ete*- 
}f  fanunHed  the  contunmcions  commanders^  who  all 
iB^cxtly  submitted  to  hia  jmisdietion. 

Ib  1450,  Amnxath  the  Second^  Elmperor  of  the 
Ttaks^  Ate  laMer  part  of  whose*  reign  had  been  di8«> 
tnibedby  the  patriotic  stru^les  of  John  CaatRMSt,  or 
SeanderwB^^  a  &moua  Epirote  chief,  closed  kisvic^ 
tofiooa  carees,  and  was  sdeceeded  by  his  son  Mw^ 
hoBHned  the  Secfan^  stumaned  l^e  VanqoiBher'-^tka 
Arabiah  hssteviana  yean^g^oriously  aacribisig  ike  con^ 
qni^  of  two  empires,  twdw  kingdoms,  and  two  faun^ 
died!  cittes  to  hast  intincible  swohL  Hi»  aacessioii 
hnrrifid  to  Adinaaople  nnbassadors  fromr  vavtous 
atetea:;  and  amang  others^  an  envoy  fitim  Rhodea 
appeared  be&cc  &e  thvooe  of  this  fierce  and  inex* 
oable  dfiipDt,  sdittiting  a  eofi&matLoii  of  t&e  old 
iSHkmeit^  The  knig^  who  was  intrusted  widi  the 
BnaBiOQ  msM  with  a  eourteous  reception,  andretvmed 
tfef  hia  eonront  with  ^  treaty  seaoewed.  The  OttcH 
prince  eondneted  himsetf  with  sam&v  consider^ 
towatds  ^  ambassador  of  the  Greek  Emperw  $ 
Imait  Aevtvymomenft  peace  was  on.  has  lipa,  war  waa 
itkhislnart ;  aadi  he  begaoi  secretly  to  paepave  &f  the 
oonqmast  of  Constanthieplew  The  Gneeks,  by  thciif 
4IWI1'  indiaeietian,,  aSbaded  him  the  first  pvetext  fop 
a  ruptwe ;  and  their  oossteniatbn  was  es^reme,. 
whda  they  beheld  albnnkbid)le  castle  rise*  at  his  com- 
BUttd^  on  lihe  European*  side  of  the  Boi^hoius,  willi-> 
k"  Sve  xtaka  of  iheir  isolated  eity.     ConstapitiDe'  Pa- 
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keologiis,  the  Greek  Emperor,  endeavoured,  by  peiP 
suasion,  to  avert  the  wraUi  of  his  implacable  foe.  He 
represented  that,  as  the  new  fortification  completely 
commanded  the  strait,  its  erection  was  a  diiect  in- 
fiaction  of  the  treaty  so  recently  renewed ;  but  the 
Moslem  imperiously  replied,  that  the  empire  of 
Constantinople  was  measured  by  its  walls,  and  that 
the  next  giaour  who  presumed  to  bring  him  a  similar 
message,  should  be  flayed  alive.  Had  the  Greek 
monarch  been  permitted  to  give  way  to  his  own  mag- 
nanimous spirit,  he  would  not  have  waited  for  a  se- 
cond insult  firom  his  enemy ;  but  the  arguments  of 
his  craven  councillors  prevailed,  and  he  condescend- 
ed yet  a  little  longer  to  employ  temporizing  mea- 
sures, though  satisfied  that  they  would  ultimately 
prove  of  no  avail.  Insult  was  heaped  on  insult— the 
Greek  villagers,  goaded  to  madness,  rose  upon  a  body 
of  the  aggressors  and  slew  them ;  and  on  the  6th.  of 
April  1453,  Mohammed,  at  the  head  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  men,  planted  his  standard  be- 
fore the  gate  of  Saint  Romanus,  while  the  Fropontis 
was  covered  to  the  horizon  with  his  fleet. 
.'  Between  seven  and  eight  thousand  soldiers,  ti^ 
thousand  of  whom  were  foreigner,  but  gallan.t  men, 
under  the  command  of  John  Justiniani,  a  noble  Ge- 
noese, formed  the  scanty  garrison  that  was  opposed 
to  this  immense  host.  Constantinople  was  no  long^ 
inhabited  by  citizens  animated  with  the  ancient  Gi?ecian 
and  Roman  valour,  but  by  a  debased  race  composed 
of  traffickers  and  ecdesaasdca,  who  lodced  cmly  to  Ab 
preservaticm  of  their  gold,  and  left  their  emperor  to 
defend  the  city  and  his  crown  as  he  best  might. 
After  a  si^e.  of  fifty-two  day%  during  whidi,  the 
handful  of  patriots  who  still  remained  true' to  their 
country,  manned  their  shattered  waDs  vnth  honourable 
resolution^  the  Moslems  made  a  final  assault.     l%e 
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.  Greek  Emperor  fell  by  ui  unknown  hand  in  the  tu- 
niult  of  the  battle  ;  and  on  the  29th  of  May,  says 
'  Von  Hammer,  **  the  city  of  the  seven  names,  seven 
.  hills,  and  seven  towers,  was  taken  from  the  seventh 
.  of  the  Pidasologi,  by  the  seventh  Sultan  of  the  Otto- 
'  man  line."  *  A  magnificent  oriental  plane,  rooted 
,m  the  £iithless  rampart,  points  out,  at  this  day,  the 
spat  where  the  last  of  the  Cassars  died. 

Christendom,  looking  upon  Constantinople  as  a 
doomed  city,  made  no  effort  to  procrastinate  its  ML 
^The  atrocities  that  were  perpetrated  a&er  its  captum 
belong  liot  to  this  narrative,  and  have  been  record- 
ed by  &r  more  gifted  pens.    Before  he  had  been  six 
.mcmths  in  possession  of  the  city  of  Constantine,  the 
uVahquisher  turned  his  eyes  towards  the  only  Chris- 
tian £istness  in  the  East,  which  now  bade  defiance 
to  his  arms ;  and  the  Rhodian  knights  received  a 
piernnptory  summons,  either  to  recognise  his  supre*- 
niacy^  and  pay  him  a  yearly  tribute  of  two  thousand 
^cats,  or  prepare  to  receive  him  as  a  conqueror 
«4thin  their  walls.     The  knights  proudly  answered, 
that  their  predecessors  had  won  tneir  insular  sove- 
~k«ignty  by  their  valour  and  their  blood,  and  that 
•they  would,  to  a  man,  maintain  their  liberty  and  in- 
peudence.      That*  no  exertion   calculated  to  place 
■^bem  in  a  condition  to  redeem  this  pledge  might  be 
neglected,  application  was  again  made  to  the  Rinces 
:0f  the  West  for  succours ;  and  the  commander,  D'Au- 
•btisson,   was  deputed  to  plead  their    cause  wiOi 
OHarles  the  Seventh  of  France,  who,  in  consequence, 
made  large  pecuniary  donations  to  the  Order.         > 

■.  ■*  THe  miwa  names  n&xred  to  «re»  Bynntium,  Anioimu, 
JRfOia  Noya,  Ck>oatantia0pl8,  Farruk,  (in  Arabic,  the  Burih- 
divider),  lalaisboul,  (the  Fulness  of  Faith),  ax)d  Ummedduhij^ 
(of  Mother  of  the  World). 


Johu  <le  Lmttic,  ditd,  b&v  having  governed  the  I 

with  great  pnidenM  nndhooowfor  sevciitean  •vMt- 

iiil  yean.     JsmcB  or  Jobert  At  Milly,  Gmod  Prior 

of  Auvergue,  was  nominded  iiM  snceewsor;  jutd  in 

cunmliance  irith  []te  eutreotie*  of  tlie  Chapter,  he  l«i 

iii>  tu)ieinquiltti^huipricny,vid  repaiiiDgto  IUukIm. 

He  arrived  jort  in  lime  Vo  repel  >  squadron  of  tUm 

Turkifh  gaJlin,  wbidi  Mt^mmnt-(1.  whu  inherited 

mil  llie  iiidumitaMc  pride  and  iinpUciitnHty  d*  hk 

;    nee,  had  <lcspatchcd  tn  ai^nge  him  of  the  ktii^ts, 

-for  their   hold   defiance   of  hi«  menace.     Tim  tkm 

I  alid  sonie  iujury  to  &e  ^Hnller  dependeneies  of  the 

Order ;   but   the  GmndiuitHter,  taking   sdvuitagv  i>r 

e  Sultan's  abwnce  on  his  nortlieni  Ironlier,  i 

I  Huniiiadex,  n  renowned  Hungnrian  iJianipinn,  g 

I  biai  at□ph^  eTDployment,  tetaluted,  hy  a  aiaiila 

on   the  Ottoman  comt.     Roused  ti 
I   liaa  mdacioua  proceeding,  Mahammpd  e 
wigfatj  fleet,  on  huitrd  rf  which  he  cmluriLCii 
teen  tcioiisoad  »}ltli(.-T!<,for  the  sjiifoid  purpuie  c 
wwste  ^le  whole  princip»licy  ol'  ithodpt.      Thul  tt 
ment,  notnithsGiiidiDg  t  he  vigiUncr  iiad  so 
at  the  Idiiglits,  partially  derutalud  their  « 
J  ^ficndcooieB,  nnd  nen  a  district  of  Kbade«  itaeltl   ; 
I  snvndan,  willi  dieir  usual  waatur 
I  <£wt-4ree«,  nprooted  the  vines,  and  auned  the  fl 
I  jH*  the  popuLntian  into  eapdvitv ;  bbiI  ko  nttellT  4 
I  Ak   lemer  islunds  dcpopidateil,   that   John  de  C 
y  teaujirniT  resigned  the  gorcrninent  of  than  i 
I  1inpro6tiblc  dlici-.      Imnifiljiifc  arju.  « 


itng  llial  subaulcd  belWL'un  liiv  Urd 
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n  of  KfTpt,  Ami  also  embroiled  ii  widi  ttio  Vm 

'  •ihB  »|niblM^-«n  utiibrgirii^  and  puisswit  iot.  y 

'    -jpgittn^"'  line  uf  lite  bouse  of  LoHigiiaii  livd  ci 

«ed  m  a  female,  s  princesB  of  groat  beauty,  ti 

a,  v^o  hul  married  LnutB  of  Savtiy,  sad  wj 

ItinBtioRs  of  a   base-bum   Iwithcr   dn>iw  | 

Kav^hun  at  Rhodes.     Jamesdc  hiisip) 

Ptpdnce,  baring  sorrcd  u]i  budi  Muii 

koBod  and  the  bultu  ol  Kgypt,  to  siip^it  1 

9^  cnto^d  the  isUnd  nt  the  head  of  a  p 

I  (lEgfpUati  fntf c,  and  roducsd  ut-er)'  place  of  nul 

'leGcnoeiiecity  of  l''amiigiLsia,iuid(iie  castle  of  Col 

a  itutrees  whidi  b«longoi)  tu  thi-  Kiii^htt 

-  The  kniglitH  UUed  widt  sjinfiatliy  and  ^ 

the  expatnatoi  Quem,  whow  i 

1  digoitjr,  in  tluiir  (Slimatiiiii,  to 

i*  dcGccnt,  wccc  eaj.'s  to  dcclair  themsol^ 

r  pwtinnN,   and,    in   particular,   the    < 

&*A\ibassoD  was   dcviitrd  to  Iter  cause. 

.  .re  periluus;  ami  while  ibey  jW  hesitated  hi 

B  decide,  ike  Sultan  of  E^yjtt,  a^ctiiag  to  take  uia- 
e  al  th«  protection  tliey  bud  vout^haait'd  U 
R  princess,  seized  a  kni^^K,  nho  intd  bt'en 
>  Alrsaiidria   for   tiie  purpose  of  ncgoliutioii, 

)  diiriiiice.  In  rcpriRal,  the  Graq 
ore  juatici)  tbau  [loliuy,  arreated  t 
mOMti  eWlies  kdcu  with  Saracen  rot 
d  drgnded  «ueh  liiiidcls  a);  they  ioutul  a 
tarn  to  the  uttnation  ot'  gnlley-&laTrB.  To  tourlifl 
*  roud  Queen  of  the  Atlrialic  m  her  comm 
>  ftiUM!  bei  bitturt*!  vei^cB 

t   riioftly  alUfwajds  made  a 
1  Rhndn,  rivulling  tlie  burbiirifiiis  ii 

:  aad,  piil  sntiulU'd  wiili  this  i 
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en  and  merchandise,  in  the  most  imperious 

Hie  jmiioc  knights  were  f(»r  .answering- this 

gant  summons  with  their  caancm;  but  the.^ders.of 

&e  Order  wi^ly  deprecated  a  saogninary  dilute  with 

.so  potent  a  Christian  state.     The  Saraoeas  and  their 

property  were  restored,  and  the  further  devaststions 

which  the  Venetians  menaced  were  happily  averted. 

.  The  Grandmaster  dealt  in  an  equally  mild  manner 

with  a  body,  of  domestic  malecontents,  who^  keadiad 

by  the  procurators  of  the  languages  of  Spain,  lui]^ 

'£ngland  and  Germany,  protested,  in  a  general  Gh^ 

.ter,  against  the  languages  of  France  monopolizing  40 

.many  of  the. principal  dignities  of.  the  Cider*  •  The 

•French  knights,  with  some  justice,  maintained  tluKt 

•the  Order  hiad  originated  with  their  ancestors,  and 

-that  it  was  by  France  that-  it  had  all  along  been  chi^ 

ly  supported.     The  final  setdement  of  &i8  feud  wis 

reserved  for  the  grandmastership  of  .Peter  Raymond 

Zacoeta,  a  Castihan  knight,  who  succeeded  James 

de  Milly  in  1461.     It  was  effected  by  the  addilioB 

of- an  eighth  language  to  the  Order — that  of  Castili^ 

Foitagsl  and  Leon,  to  which  was  annexed  the  digr 

nity  of  Grand  Chancellor.  * 

.  *  The  Order,  as  has  beeR  stated,  was  divided  into  the  laor 
guages  of  Proyence,  Auvergne,  France,  Italy,  Arragon,  Eng- 
land, Germany,  and  Castile,  to  each  of  which  a  patticnlar  dir- 
nily  was  annexed.  The  Grand  Commander,  who  was  ffnSU ' 
dent  of  the  pnblic  treasury,  and  direetor  of  tlw  magaaines,  ar* 
senal  and  artillery,  was  taken  from  the  language  of  Provence} 
ib^  Marshal,  who  took  precedence  at  sea,  from  that  of  Au- 
vergne ;  the  Grand  Hospitaller,  from  that  of  France ;  the  Ad- 
ninl,  from  that  of  Italy;  the  Grand  Gonservaior,  from  that 
9t  Amgaa ;  the  Torcopolier,  or  general  of  the  horse  and  ma- 
rine guuds,  from  that  of  Kngland ;  the  Grand  Bailifl^  fitnn 
^t  of  Germany ;  and  the  Chancellor  from  that  of  Castile. 
On  the  Suppression  of  the  Order  in  the  British  isles,  the  dig- 
nity ci  Tureopolier  (a  Levantine  word,  signifying  a  Hght-' 
^onanaa,  or  dragoon)  was  aftorwtrda  eonferted  on  thq  Grmdr 
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-  ^    During  the  grandmastership  of  De  Milly,  the  8t»- 
•ti^es  of  die  Order  enjoining  abstinence,  which  were 
-exeeedingly  rigorous^  were,  with  the  speoial  8{^nra- 
«batioD  of  Pope  Pins  the  Second,  made  much  less 
aiustere.     Hitherto,  in  the  strict  spirit  of  discipline, 
•the  kni^ts  were  forbidden  to  drink  after  supper^  ei- 
ther in  Advent  or  Lent,  or  to  speak  at  table  or  in 
•bed,'  or  to  use  light  in   their   dormitories.      The 
-ekai^  in  the  manners  and  opinions  of  society  caljed 
§Ofr  iAie  partial  abandonment  of  these  ascetic  rules ; 
tOkd  their  modification  was  accordingly  recommended 
*ind  co^ifiimed. 

While  the  troubles  in  Cyprus  were  at  their  height^ 
Ae  Grrandmaster  de  MiUy  entreated  the  £mpe- 
lor  Mohammed  to  receive  an  ambassador  from  the 
.Order  with,  pacific  {nroposaLs ;  but  the  Ottoman  re- 
,iuaed  to  listen  to  the  apj^ication  at  the  time ;  and  it 
-was  not  till  after  the  .election  of  Zacosta  that  he  re« 
quested  the  presence  of  a  Rhodian  envoy  at  his 
4X>urt.  The  knights,  aware  that  Mohammed  was 
collecting  a  mighty  armament  for  sea,  received  his 
advances  with  sui^icion ;  nevertheless,  they  held  it 
:advisable  to  show  no  want  of  confidence  in  his  ami- 
ty ;  and  a  knightrcommander,  duly  accredited,  was 
despatched  to  Constantinople,  widi  instructions  to 
iq)are  no  pains  to  ascertain  the  Emperor's  .designs. 
•Mohammed,  whose  mind  was  firmly  bent  on  one 
oljeet,  and  who  was  anxious  to  secure  his  coasts 
from  devastation  for  a  time,  signed,  without  demuTj 
a'truoe  for  two  years ;  but  all  <£e  art  of  the  ambass^r 
dor,  and  two  Greeks  to  boot,  who  acted  as  his  col^ 

master's  seneschaL  It  was  expressly  required,  that  the  Chan- 
oeUor,  who  had  to  subscrihe  all  official  papers,  should  he  aUe 
to  read  and  write.  All  these  dignitaries,  who  took  xpook  ac* 
ooodiag  as  they  are  here  named,  enjoyed  extensive  patronage 
m'  the  several  departments  mider  their  superintendence.  -^^ 
t^rtot^'lHff.  OH  Gov,  of  Mdha,  '  " 
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-togtieB,  -&3ed  «o  peneteite  bis  iraxiike  prqjeeC.  ^The 
^8lor^l  uitimtffcdy  burst  an  ihe  impcnal  city  of  Tie> 
4miid,  yfkach  had  remainad  under  die  wvereigiity 
t)f  a  bcBnch  of  the  Gredc  house  of  Comaeni,  evar 
abioe  the  subversion  of  Constantinople  by  the  Ln^ 
-ePUMden  in  tlie  beginning  of  the  thiitee^  oeatory. 
Daidd  Conmenas,  the  legnant  monaich,  after  sob- 
tuning  ft  fdege  of  thirty  dayi,  consented  to  a  captaih 
ktion,  and  was  afterwaads,  willi  hia  ei^  SDas,  a»- 
md  to  CoBBtaAtinople  in  ohaias.  The  cosqacra- 
mvt  Inm  «  choice  of  apostasy  or  death ;  and  the 
heroic  Greek,  with  seven  of  his  cJapcing,  nMf 
AoBt  the  naityi^s  Kxcfwtu 

{'(otwidistflnd&ig  the  aacncaUe  traaty  uniich  'exifl^ 
«d  between  MohanHiied  and  ihe  Knighta  of  Rhodes, 
%is«afc}eeto  did  not  scn^ley  ikuing  has  abaeBee  oh 
iUb  ftq)editioR,  to  make  iMcaaional  deaoents  on  that 
«Aaad  and  ito  dmndeneies.  it  is  more  than  psiy- 
tiable>  that  the  Turkish  monarch,  ^rfao  had  secrady 
i«0olved  to  take  the  eaiiieat  oppoitmity  of  extenni^ 
natkig  die  knights,  did  not  diacouiage  diese  pniade^; 
but  he  inani^B^ed  ^  utmoat  indig^adon  nhen  ite 
itho^&ais,  iudnrally  enough,  made  fepriatds  on  lltt 
Turkuh  coast,  and  igmnidiately  on  his  return  fixm 
tde  conquest  of  Trebieond,  proved  to  take  a  Uoody 
«evenge.  in  order  to  ^Kihtate  ihe  Kduedon  dF 
Rhodes,  he  led  in  p^son  an  ^acaament  againat  the 
Gte^  idaad  of  Mil^lene,  on  Ihe  pKtext  that  its 
prince  harboured  the  Ithoc^an  gallies.  The  Grand- 
master,  on  kamiAg  4iie  perilous  situation  of  his  ^y^ 
sent  a  stfong  bbdy  of  k»ig|hta  to  so^^ort  him ;  acnd^ 
with  the  assistanee  of  sev^al  Genoese  and  Catalan 
pnvateeEs,  th^  made  a  gallant  and  protracted  resiat^ 
ance.  Mohammed  exposed  himse^  to  the  gxmrteat 
danger  in  this  petty  war&re — for  cowardice  was  not 
the  Clime  of  his  race.   Baffled  in  every  assaidt  on  the 
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of  Mitylene,  lie  fettorned  to  hk  capHal,  kaTmg 
luB  vkier  to  prosecute  the  siege*  Thai  ofiioer,  find- 
ing that  the  valour  of  iiia  soldiers  did  oot  advaaqe 
liiflB  a  single  step  nearer  victory,  had  recourse  to<oor- 
nption ;  and  Lucio  Gantilunoy  cousin  of  the  peigQ- 
iBg  prinoCy  daazled  by  the  specious  promises  of  tlie 
Infidd,  who  assured  him  that  Mohaimned,  m  grati- 
tude for  so  signal «  service,  would  advance  him  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  island,  basely  threw  opes  4ke 
gato  which  he  was  appointed  to  defend*  This  da- 
cided  the  &te  oi  the  place.  The  Turks  pou]»d  into 
it  l&e  an  unstemnable  torrent;  and  the  Greeks^  leav- 
ing the  lUiodaan  knighta  to  perish  at  their  posts, 
e&er  fled  or  aunendmd.  Mohamvied,  upon  some 
fiitile  pretaooe,  carried  the  Greek  princes — ^the  be- 
4iaiyed  aad  the  betrayer-— to  Constaatinople,  where, 
Uke  the  ComBeiu  of  Trebisond*  and  in  dkeot  viohi- 
tioa  of  the  tpeaty  of  surrender,  they  were  leqttired  to 
4[po8tatiae  or  sufer  death.  They  chose  the  baser  al- 
tttmative ;  biA  even  the  craiFen  i^juration  of  their 
&Uk  did  not  flavie  them  firom  a  doom  of  blood.  It 
VMS  Mohanmed's  policy  to  spare  no  man  whose  jjghls 
heiiadiisuiped;  and,  on  e  loose  assumption  that  the 
«tf|)tive8  were  endearvouiiag  to  elude  his  vigilance  eml 
•esoape^  tbey  were  decapitated,  while  the  Gnenoese  and 
Catalans,  who  had  been  t^en  in  their  serviee^  wsiie 
^anwed  alive  and  their  limbs  left  uitburied,  that  th^ 
houseless  dogs  of  die  capital  might  devour  them* 

These  events  sufficiently  wnrmMl  the  GrmBdraastor 
of  the  bioodi&irBty  and  merciless  nature  of  the  advet< 
aary  with  whom  he  foeesaw  the  Order  wovdd  soon  havje 
wgly  to  flnpp]e;  and  he  held  it  his  duty  to  streagthen 
the  island  without  loss  of  time,  with  all  the  soooonm 
mheta  hajsonndate  could dnaw  from  the  WesL  7%e 
imperative  terms  of  his  call  roused  the  contumacy  of 
several  Italian  sod  Am^oman  commanderS}  who, 


344  JOHN  BAPTISTA  URSINI,     ' 

.  with  the  countenance  of  their  re^)ective  sorereign^, 

•  appealed  to  the  Pope,  Paul  the  Second.  That  Pon- 
-  taff  decided  that  a  general  chapter  should  meet  at  Rome, 
-vdiither  he  cited  the  Grandmaster  to  give  attend- 
'  anoe.   Though  the  great  age  of  this  venerable  knight, 

and  the  perils  that  threatened  his  principality,  might 
have  well  excused  his  undertaking  the  voyage,  Za- 

•  0O6ta  was  too  temperate  and  sagacious  a  man^  to  dis- 

•  pute  the  papal  edict.  He  promptly  repaired  to  Rome, 
and,  by  his  firm  deportment,  and  disinterested  de- 

^osions,  won  the  Pontiff's  favour,  and  covered  his 
-opponents  with  disgrace.     He  was  preparing  to  re- 
turn to  Rhodes  in  1467  *  when  a  pleurisy  termina)- 
ted  his  life.     The  Pope  honoured  him  with  a  grave 
-in  Saint  Peter's  church,  and  the  title  of  ^^  ExcdlentiS' 
>simui;  **  and  his  piety,  his  charity,  and  his  capacity 
fin*  government,  were  gratefully  commemorated  in  the 
epitaph  which  the  Chapler  inscribed  on  his  tomb; 

•  A  contested  election  followed  the  death  of  ZiU;o9- 
ta.  The  candidates  were,  Raymond  Ricard,  Grand 
Prior  of  Saint  Giles,  and  John  Baptista  Ursini^  Prior 
of  Rome,  a  knight  of  an  illustrious  Italian  fioniiy, 
who  carried  the  election  only  by  a  single  voice^-4i 
preference  which  he  owed  more  to  the  locality'  of  the 

•  Chapter  than  to  his  superior  merit.  He  lost  no  tiDtfe 
:in  assuming  the  duties  of  his  ofiice ;  and,  enfbrcra 
4>y  the  special  injunction  of  the  Holy  See,  his  sunf- 
mons  brought  to  Rhodes  the  bravest  and  most  vi£- 
ant  knights  of  the  several  languages.  Among  these 
was  Peter  d'Aubusson,  one  of  the  most  redoubted 

•Oommanders  of  the  Order,  who,  being  an  expert  eft*> 
gi&eer,  and  intimately  conversant  wim  the  mbst  sj^ 
•proved  .modes  of  fortification,  was  named  surveyor  of 
the  island,  and  greatly  extended  and  strei^ened  its 

t       .    ^  *  VcTtot.Bougdinnyil464. 
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ddEeoees.     Mohsmmed>  however,  was  not  so -folly 
pr^aied  to  assail  them  as  they  apprehended.  •  Va-* 
lious  troubles  induced  him  to  postpone  the  enterprise  ;* 
but  in  order  to  harass  the  Rhodians,  his  corsairs  ever 
and  anon  ran  down  into  the  Lycian  waters,  and  made 
partial  inroads  into  the  island,  spreading  death  and 
tuin  wherever  they  landed.      On  these  occasi<m8, 
d^e  helpless  part  of  the  population  took  refoge  witfa< 
tbeir  flocks  and  property  in  the'  fbrtalices  sprinkled: 
throughout  the  principality.  The  knights,  on  the  oon- 
tcary,  took  horse,  and  boldly  attacked  the  ravagers  in 
dbe  open  country ;  and  rarely  did  the  Infidels  return 
feo  their  ships  without  leaving  the  corpses  of  many  of 
their  bravest  warriors  to  fertilize  the  soil. 

In  1470,  it  became  a  matter  of  certainty  that  the 
Turkish  monarch  was  again  fitting  out  an  immense, 
armament.      The  Venetians,  apprehending-  that  ^  it 
was  destined  acainst  the  island  of  Negropont  -(the> 
ancient  Eubcea),  which  was  under  their  domini<m,' 
entreated  the  Rhodians  to  join  them  in  a  defensive 
alliance  ;  but  the  knights,  jealous  of  their  independ- 
ence, which  they  had  reason  to  infer  the  grasping- 
pLords  of  the  Adriatic  wished  to  curtail,  declined  the 
invitation,  though,  yihea  Mohammed's  fleet  actually 
appeared  off  Negropont,  they  instantly  despatched  a 
^^uadron,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de  Cardcmne 
and  the  eommander  d' Aubusson,  to  give  the  repub** 
Means  succour.     Mohammed,  in  addition  to  a  vast 
naval  force,  employed  in  this  enterprise  an  army  of 
upwards  an  hundred  thousand  men.     Negropont^ 
being  separated  firom  the  continent  of  Livadia  only 
by  a  harrow  channel,  called  the  Strait  of  Eunpus, 
mich  was  crossed  by  a  bridge  communicating  direelb- 
]f  with  the  principal  city,  the  Sultan  was  aUe  .to  as- 
9afl'  it  almost  fi^m  the  mainland.     The  bridge,  in- 
deed, was  stipn^y  defended  by  a  great  tower^  built 
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ill  tbfe  stream ;  bat  ht  expertly  threw  bis  legiomr  wh 
to  the  island,  by  meaim  of  a  bridge  of  boats,  ^d: 
then  drew  a  close  kagncr  round  the  plaee.     Join: 
Bondumiera  and  Louis  Calbo,  both  Veneti^xifi  of 
noble  descent,  were  the  captains,  on  whmn  the  de^ 
fence  of  the  city  devoivsd.     Paid  Erizzo,  another 
ifiastrioas  officer,  whose  period  of  service  had  just: 
expired,  and  who  was  on  the  eve  of  retnming  to  hiaf 
native  country  with  his  daughter,  a  young*  damsel-  of 
g#eat  beauty,  nobly  sacrificed  his  paternal  anxietiesr 
ti>  tlK  interests  of  his  eountry,  and  procrastinated 
his  departure,  that  his  con^ntriots  might  hsve  the 
advpiiage  of  his  counsel  and  his  swovd.     In  their 
first  assaults  the  Turks  were  repulsed  witii  gieat 
^flw^ter ;  but  a  traitor,  Themas  of  Li)UDnea,  cliief 
cannoneer,  having  pointed  out  to  th^n  aa  old  and 
rtiinous  part  of  the  lamjkaits,.  for  yAd^  act;  of  timx 
eliety  he  lost  his  life,  dteir  artillery  speedily  eftctad 
a  vast  breach.     In  their  exiremity,  the  besieged^,  wha 
SBfw  their  mereikss  foes  ready  tailing  theuMelves  heads* 
hms  into  the  city,  sent  a  special  messenger  ^  Ca^ 
nalis,  their  admiral  ia  the  .£gean,  imfdormg  him  ti» 
hasten  to  their  relie£     Supported  by  the  Rhodiao: 
aqvadron,  the  admiFal  hore.  down  into  the  ehanndi^ 
and,  as  wind  and  tide  were  in  his  fikvomv  it  was  re-i 
donnnefided  by  a  eounc^  of  war,  that  die  combined 
fleet  sYioM  at  onee  attack  iStm  bridge  across  the  fiui* 
ripos,  break  it  down  widi  their  cannon,  and  shut  the 
Turks  np  in  the  idasid*    The  besi^ad  beheld  from 
Ihev  battlements  the  wpfKOtuk  of  the  flags  of  Saint 
Mask  snd  Saiiit  John,  and  idready  Io63ced  upon  their 
perils  as  ended >^-even  Mohaxnmed  hinisrif  was 
starded  at  the  psoi^pect  of  finding  die  idaad  a  psi' 
son,  and  made  pseparattons  fior  flight ;  when  svdden^ 
ly,  contrary  to  the  urgent  entreaties  of  his  Captains^ 
-"Tid  especii^yof  dhe  knights  De  Caidonae  aodD'Au- 
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bvjKOB^'  the  YeoBtim  admizali  tremblings  it  i»  saidy. 
inr  the  uSsty  of  hi»  only  son,  i^  was  oo  boaid  his 
gfdAey,  oidbred  his  hebn  to  be  imt  aboiit>  sa^d  abau- 
doD^  the  cky  to  its  £ite. 

To  the  deHmdeis  of  Negrc^ont  this  ciavea  act 
was  the  sign  of  Aoom,  Next  day,  the  thirtieth  of 
the  siegc^  Mohammed  gave  orders  for  a  general  as- 
anh ;  and  hia  toibaimed  slavea  poured  in  thoiisandB 
nlQ  the  faieaeh.  A  honible  slaughter  eiisued.  The 
dutches  were  dudced  with  dead»  fund^twe  the  assail- 
antSy  sjker  hafing  won  the  rampart,  fete  beaten  back 
aithe.  point  of  the  hmee.  At  the^  end  of  twenty- 
finsr  hoors^  unbroken  by  a  respite  from  shK^hter, 
tiae.beai^ed  gave  way,  and  the  Moslems  enter^  the 
fasBMh  over  &e  bodies  of  Boodimiieffo^  Calfoo»  and 
die  fannrestof  dnenr  band.  The  harbaiities  that  were 
Tpfficted  en  the  deCmericss  popubtion  fill  so  red  a 
pi^  even  in  the  Uood^  anaals  of  Moslera  war&ie^ 
mik  humanity  ^dUes  MmstranaeriW^  Em- 

so  atill  surmed ;  and,  undor  his  commands  a  de-' 
voted  remnant  slowly  retreated  into  the  eentre  of  the. 
eil^  contestii^  evesiry  inch  of  ground,  and  thiowzng 
up  bamBadaa  in  cwiy  slieet.  Driven  at  length, 
imo  dK  caatlc^  he  maiwtaiiifd  it  for  sooie  time  lon^ 
wilkgiealhaMiy;  but  pmisions  and  anmuoition, 
fisfiai^  ke  was  at  kst  leduoed  to.  agree  to  a  capitu* 
latMB.  Awaaa  of  ike  aap^guinary  nature  of  Mo-: 
hwiiady  ho  le^narod  of  him.  a  solemn  pledge  that 
kia  life  ahoirid  be  apa»d  ;  and  the  Sukan  swore  by 
Uaomi  heady  that  not  a  hair  of  die  Venetian's  diould 
be  injiBed*  But  no  aoonei  was  Eriaao  in  his  power^- 
thaaheonieied  him  to  he  avwed  asunder;  scoffingly 
boasting  diatkehadnevecdidkaa  kept  his  oath,  inaa*, 
nmchasy  tibongfa.  he  had  sworn  to  spare  the  keadf  he- 
waa  under  no  bond  to  spane  the  sideg,  of  his  enemy.^ 

This>g9Uant  YenetiRn  had^  ae  hsa  been  akeady^ 
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mentioned,  a  daughter,  a  lady  of  surpassing  beauty,' 
who  was  shut  up  with  him  during  this  cakiiiitoa» 
siege.  When  he  heard  his  own  doom  pronounced^ 
he  entreated  that  he  might  see  her  put  to  death  be* 
fore  Ke  himself  was  led  to  slaughter — £oTy  in-suclt 
circumstances,  he  considered  die  grave  her  only  re** 
fnge ; — ^but  his  captors  sneered  at  his  paternal  an^- 
xiety,  and  laughingly  told  him,  that  she  wasresrsved 
for  the  harem  of  their  prince.  Mohammed  was  i^. 
deed  giieatly  traiisported  with  her  charms ;  aad.tbe^ 
beautiful  Anne  Erizzo  might  have  shared  botJi .  Ub 
heart  and  throne,  had  her  soul  not  revolted  <a| 
the  barbarian  vrhcf  had  shed  her  Other's  bipod.-  He 
tried  to  win  her,  by  pouring  the  riches  of  die  £«efc 
at  her  feet ;  but  she  disdainfiilly  spumed  -  botk 
his  gifts  and  his  persuasions.  FiDed  with  fury«at 
£ndmg  entreaties  and  menaces  alike  ineflfectual,  his 
love  changed  to  hate ;  and,  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  be 
suddenly  drew  his  scimitar,  and  struck  off  her  head? 
thus  giting'her'all  that  her- disconsolate  heart  de? 
dlred — a  virgin  grave.  -  ..   r 

The  co-operation  of  the  Rhodian^with  the  Ved^ 
Han  squadron,  was  an  unpardonable  crime,  in  the  ee^f 
Cimation  of  the  Turkish  monarch ;  -  and  he  dedUae4 
eternal  enmity  agaonst  die  knights — swearing,  thali' 
iti  the  coming  war,  the  Grandmaster  should  perish, 
by  his  hand,  and'  that  every  knight  who  was  .made 
prisoner  should  be  immolated*  at  die  sfariae  of.vfliir 
geance.  This  menace  was  treated  with  scom  byttb^ 
knights,  who,  in  concert  with.die  Y^netian  squadi09 
under  Mocenigno,  who  had  superseded  .the  iiifii- 
moiis  CsktiAlis,  soon  after  attacked  Satalia,  .a  tovn 
on  the  coast  of  Pamphylia,  where  th^  sustained;* 
/epulse,  with  the  loss  of  their  admiral  jsand  aesfeod 
other  brave  officers.  During,  the  assauk^  a  Ghfi%> 
tian  woman,  a  skve^  rudied  to  the  walls^  wden- 
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fiCMiziBged  the  Chiistiaiis  to  persevere,  by  prcM^biming 
tke  weakness  of  the  place.     When  she  heard  the  sig- 
nal of  retreat  sounded,  she  cast  herself  headlong  from 
tlie  rampart,  and  was  dashed  to  pieoes  in  the  catch. 
'  The  &Q  of  Negropont  excited  great  alarm  among 
the  Princes  of  the  West ;  and  sevend  Christian  states, 
inclading  the  Venetian  and  Floraitine  republics,  and 
the  Knights  of  Saint  John,  subsequently  entered  in- 
to a  loigue  against  the  common  enemy,  to  which 
the  Shall  of  Persia,  thou^  a  Mohammedan,  was 
iftvited  to  become  a  party.     The  Persian  monarch, 
winb  had  great  reason  to  tremble  at  the  puissance  of 
his  Tuiidsh  brother,  readily  acceded  to  the  league, 
and  sent  a  special  ambassador  to.  Venice,  to  entreat 
has  Christian  allies  to  provide  him  with  cannon* 
founders  and  gunners,  as  artillery  was  the  only  thing 
he  required  to  place  him  on  a  levd  with  Moham- 
med*    This  envoy,  who  was  attended  by  a  ^lendid 
retinue,  touched  at  Rhodes,  and  was  received  with 
great  distinction  by  the  Grandmaster  and  his  knigbts. 
After  being  entertained  with  great  magnificence,'  he 
was  escorted  to  Venice  by  the  Rhodian  gallics,  and, 
on  his  return  to  his  native  country,  carried  along 
Klith  him  a  hundred  officers  of  axtilleiy,  and  several 
AKCeilent  founders  and  gunsmiths,  who  introduced 
file  use  of  fire-arms  into  the  Persian  army*     This 
niovement  involved  the  Shah  in  a  war  ^inth  Mo- 
hammed, whidi  sui^)ended  for  several  years  the  en- 
t&itfdae  contempbted  by  the  latter  against  Rhodes. 

In  this  intmal,  the  Grandmaster  U^sini  died 
(1476).  He  had  long  been  in  a  superannuated 
condition ;  and  the  administration  had  virtually  de- 
volved on  Peter  d'Aubusson,  Grand  Prior  of  Au- 
v«igne,  a  knight  of  great  capacity,  both  as  a  states- 
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mail  and  a  wamcMTy  who  was  unanimously  choeen  hk 
successor.  Under  his  inspection  great  additions  had 
been  made  to  the  defences  of  the  city ;  and  so  per* 
suaded  were  the  knights  and  tke  people  of  the  pro* 
priety  of  his  election,  that  it  was  celebrated  by  pub- 
uc  rejoicings  throughout  the  island.  His  name  waa 
synonymous  with  victory ;  and  the  vigour  with  which 
he  applied  himself  to  adjust  the  diplomatic  rdations 
of  the  Order,  showed  that  he  was  capable  of  aapei^ 
intending  with  equal  address  the  most  gigantic  and 
the  most  insignificant  details.  The  Venetians^  hj.  a 
course  of  mercenary  policy,  had  obtained  tha  sha^ 
dow  of  a  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of  CyjMrus,  to  tfa& 
{^judice  of  Charlotte  de  Lusignan,  its  exiled  Queen  & 
and  an  adherent,  of  that  unfortunate  Princess  having 
found  an  asylum  at  Rhodes,  the  republic  arro;gantly 
called  upcm  the  Grandmast^  to  surrender  the  &^* 
tive.  The  Grandmaster,  had  he  given  way  to  die 
emotions  of  his  heart,  which  had  in  former  days  been- 
de^ly  devoted  to  the  expatriated  Princessi  would 
have  flung  an  answer  of  defiance  in  the  envoy's  teeth  i, 
but  he  remembered  that  the  interests  of  an  Mlustiioufts 
Order  were  confided  to  his  caxe ;  and  therefinre  oon«. 
tented  himself  with  statii^  in  reply,  that  Rhodes, 
was  a  free  and  independent  country ;  that  it  neither 
harboured  seditious  persons  nor  rebels ;  but  that  those, 
unfortunates  who  were  driven  to  seek  shelter  ,]n  it: 
were  kindly  entertained,  and  that,  as  such,  the  Cypiiot. 
chief  should  be  protected.  The  Venetians^  with  all: 
their  pride,  let  this  bold  answer  pass* 

Under  D'Aubusson's  government,  the  system  of 
e^ionage,  which  the  Order  had  been  under  the; 
necessity  of  maintaining  in  the  territories  of  their  i 
enemies,  was  brought  to  such  perfection,  that  spis^. 
W^r«  kept  in  pay  withia  the  ver^  walls  ai  Mot 
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kanmed's  seraglio.  Through  ^taa  channel,  the 
Giandmaster  first  obtained  notice  of  the  Venetiaiis 
having  negotiated  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Porte, 
independent  of  the  sther  parties  to  the  maritime 
league ;  and  also,  that  the  Sultan,  taking  advantage 
oi  a  partial  respite  on  his  Persian  and  Hungarian 
frontiers,  was  at  length  positively  marshalling  an  ar- 
mluBent  for  the  conquest  of  Rhodes.  That  island 
1VB8  fdready  as  impregnable  as  art  could  make  it ;  the 
idiole  Coast  bristled  with  towers  and  bastions;  and  it 
only  remained  for  the  Grandmaster  to  replenish  his 
magazines,  and  summons  the  whole  chivtdry  of  the 
Order  to  its  defence.  The  mandate  which  he  des- 
patehed  to  the  European  commanders,  was  couched 
m  such  noble  language,  as  roused  the  zeal  of  the 
k))ights  to  a  pitch  it  had  scarcely  attained  since 
their  expulsion  from  Palestine.  They  crowded  from 
all  the  countries  of  Christendom  into  the  island;  and 
to  give  farther  si^port  to  the  Order,  Pope  Sixtus 
the  Fourth,  at  llie  instigation  of  the  French  King, 
Jjbma  the  Eleventh,  granted  a  jubilee  to  all  pious 
anneis  who  should  render  them  pecuniary  assistance 
— an  edict  which  wonderfully  recruited  the  treasury. 
Many  secular  knights  of  France  and  Italy  also 
oifiered  their  services  as  volunteers;  among  whom 
was  Anthony  d'Aubiisson,  Viscount  de  Monteil, 
the  Grandmaster's  elder  brother,  and  many  other  mi- 
Htaiy  officers,  who  had  served  with  credit  in  the  Eu- 
ropean wars.  Mohammed,  afraid  that  the  freshly 
awakened  ardour  of  Christendom  would  shield  his 
victims  from  his  clutch,  condescended  to  temporize 
yet  a  little,  in  hopes  of  lulling  asleep  the  vigilance  of 
the  Order.  But  in  D'Aubusson  he  had  a  politician, 
profi>und  and  crafry  as  himself,  to  deal  widu  That 
gifted  captain  readily  consented  to  cany  on  a  hollow 
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negotiation;  finr,  by  procrastinating  tlie  descent  of 
the  Infidels,  he  was  enabled  to  conclude  a  firm 
truce  with  the  Sultan  of  Egypt  and  the  Dey  of  Tu- 
nis, and  also  gained  time  for  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments from  the  more  distant  commanderies.  On  the 
S8th  of  October  1479,  the  knights,  in  full  assembly, 
after  a  warlike  oration  from  the  Grandmaster,  renew- 
ed their  oath  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  in 
defence  of  the  Cross.  At  the  same  time,  the  Chi^ 
ter,  as  a  proof  of  their  implicit  reliance  on  the  Grand- 
master's capacity,  invested  him  with  absolute  autho- 
rity, until  the  arrival  of  less  perilous  days.  This 
honour,  which,  with  one  exception,  had  never  been 
conferred  on  any  former  Grandmaster,  he  at  first  de- 
clined ;  but  the  entreaties  of  his  knights  ultimately 
subdued  what  was,  in  all  probability,  only  an  affected 
reluctance. 
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A  Turkiah  Armament  despatched  cigatnst  JRHodea—'J^etcrijh' 
Hon  of  the  dty-^DAarkatum  of  the  Turh^-^The  CfUy 
bme^O-^The  Tower  4f  Saint I^kholM  •t§avk§d-'^Detttk 
iff  Ibrahim  JBejf'^jBxeeuliom  qf  Frapa^^Jnwlfor^inatie^ 
among  the  JKmghts-^Fiadl  J2aMi2t6  ttfthe  Turkt^^ArrkHti 
of  Prince  Zizim  at  Rhodes — Mis  dishonotarahU  treatment, 
and  death — DeaUioflXAtUnMon — QrandmaMttTiihipt  if 
StAwhmaty  BUmtktfaiHi  and  Cardito* 


Trb  Turidsh  Emperar  at  iail  gitw  tbed  of 
and  boldly  prockimed  his  iateaticmof^iBnyiiig  five  and 
sword  into  Rhodes*  Tkis  «f«s  A  signsi  to  tbe  Giaod* 
master  to  order  tlie  hoiisei^aadosshaidstlyitadonMd 
the  environs  of  the  city  to  be  demolisliedy  lest  they 
should  sheber  the  rnxmy  jb»m  the  fire  -of  his  cannon  $ 
and  the  Rhodians  bshttd,  ^"^  patsiotie  les^nation^ 
dieir  gay  villas  and  d^doosgiodeasinnishaway  befine 
ih^  pioneer's  mattock  and  spade.  At  the  same  tune, 
all  the  standing  com  in  the  country  was  cut  down, 
that  no  forage  m^fat  remain  lor  ^  Turkish  cavahyi 
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while  the  peasantry  of  the  ifiand  were  assigned  places 
of  refuge  to  which  they  were  instructed  to  retreat  6n 
the  enemy's  debarkation. 

The  Pasha  to  whom  Mohammed  intrusted  the 
command  of  the  expedition,  was  Mischa  Palseologus, 
a  Greek  renegade,  and  near  kinsman  of  the  last  Chris- 
tian Emperor  of  Constantinople.  This  leader,  by 
his  talents,  and  his  hatred  oi  the  followers  of  the  fidth 
which  he  had  abandoned,  had  secured  the  unlimited 
confidence  of  his  new  sovereign.  In  a  reconnoitring 
espedition,  which  he  made  to  Rhodes  immediately  pre- 
vious to  the  sailing  of  the  grand  armament,  he  carried 
with  him  three  notorious  reneg^es,  all  men  of  ability, 
who  had  furnished  him  with  minute  plans  of  the  ci^, 
and  who  aided  him  with  their  counsel.  These  were, 
Anthony  Meligalle,  a  Rhodian  of  noble  birth,  who 
had  once  worn  the  cross  of  the  Order,  *  but  hadbe^n 
expelled  for  his  flagitious  debaucheries ;  Demetrius 
Sophian,  a  Gredc  skilful  in  negotiation,  and  believed 
to  deal  in  the  occult  sciences ;  and  George  Frapan, 
a  German  engineer,  fiuned  for  his  geometrical  know- 
•ledge.  Meli^Ile  did  not  live  to  see  the  result  of  bis 
perfidy.  On  the  voyage  he  was  smitten  with  a  loath- 
some disease  ;  his  flesh  dropped  ofi*  his  bones  ;  and 
the  Turks,  seeisig  him*  a  mass  of  rottenness,  flong 
him  alive  intc^  the  sea.  ,The  information  Palsolp- 
gus  acquired  by.this  jcec<»moisance,  satisfied  him  that 
die  knights  were  duly  prepared  for  an  attack,  and 
only  to  be  subdued  by.  invincible  patience  and  bi«^ 
very.  A  detachment  which  he  sent  into  the  interior 
pf  the  island  was  intercepted  and  nearly  destrctyed ; 
and  A  descent  he  subsequently  made  on  thei  islaad  of 
^iloy  had  ai^  equally  disastrous. termination)  though 

«  »  .      ' 

t         ^    .       V*  KnoUet,  voU  i.  p.  2^« 
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lie  battered  the  castle  incessantly  for  eight  days,  and 
fsacrificed  the  bravest  of  his  men  in  an  endeavour  to 
carry  it. 

In  the  end  of  April  1480,  the  grand  armament 
watered  the  Lycian  waters ;  and  the  Rhodian  sentinel 
staticmed  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Saint  Stephen^ 
a  hill  two  miles  firom  the  city,  notified  by  signal  that 
the  Crescent  was  in  sight.  The  fleet  amounted  to 
an  hundred  and  sixty  high-decked  vessels^  indepen- 
dent of  small .  craft  ;  and  the  land  forces  exceeded 
eighty  thousand  men.  It  rendezvoused  at  Phisco,  in 
Lycia,  and  on  the  the  23d  of  May  finally  anchored 
•on  the  Rhodian  coast. 

.  The  city  of  Rhodes  is  situated  on  the  sea-shore, 
at  the  base  of  a  g^tly  sloping  hill,  and  was,  at  the 
time  the  Turks  sat  down  before  it,  encompassed  by 
^  double  wall,  fortified  by  thirteen  towers  and  five 
bastions  of  great  strength  and  beauty.  It  possessed 
;two  ports  of  surpassing  commodiousness,  secured  by 
almost  impregnable  defences.  These  defences  were 
the  three  great  towers  of  Saint  John,  Saint  Michael, 
and  Samt  Nicholas,  all  erected  at  the>  extremity  of 
moles,  the  first  and  last  of  which  jutted  fiir  into  the 
.sea,  while  that  of  Saint  Michael  closed  the  inner 
port.  On  the  rocks  which  confined  the  inner  har- 
housy  tradition  describes  the  &mous  Colossus  to  have 
•Stood.  *   Two  small  gul&  flanked  the  harbour,  one  of 

*  The  dty  pf  Rhodet  was  hmooB  of  old  for  a  colossal 
statue  of  tlie  Sun,  which  was  cast  in  brass  by  Chares  of  the 
dty  of  Lindus,  who  learnt  his  art  under  the  fiunous  Lysippus; 
it  was  eeventy  cubits  high,  and  the  stride  was  fifty  fiithonais 
.wide.  •  This  statue  was  liurown  doixm . by. an  ear^iqualK ;  and 
.the  brass  of  it,  which  was  carried  by  a  Jew  to  Alexandria  (^992 
years  alter  its  erection),  is  said  to  have  loa^  nine  hundred 
c«mel8.^PococA«*«  JD^.  of  the  JSast,  vol.  ii.  p.  237. 
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adtichy  temed  the  Pott  leiikiit  Gflflks,  wm&eoBSj^Mkf 
■bilk  lip  by  the  tower  of  Saint  NmIioIm.  Tim  temer^ 
which  occupied  the  extremity  of  a  magnificent  moLe  dnt 
lan  out  thne  handled  paees  into  ^e  \mjj  had  been 
bulk  dnnng  die  ginndmafitewtap  of  Zaoosta,  aad  mm 
Hgnded  as  the  bulwark  of  the  plaee.  *  It  oontdaed 
ftAuwehy  which  was  of  mneh  gMta  aadquityy  witiH 
in  Ao-nUk  The  city  waa  divided  into  the  Higher 
«Bd  Lower  Towns.  In  the  fomar  stood  A»  Qaai^ 
maater'j  palace,  in  itself  a  citadel ;  the  hms  of  te 
langnages  <cif  the  Order;  and  a  great  number  af 
ifaanhfl8y  amoBg  which  that  of  Saint  John  oonqneii- 
ously  displayed  its  magnificent  fine,  la  iS»e  Lower 
town  dwelt  all  the  secular  penons,  craftsmen,  aadma-- 
finera;  and  in  this  division  Oie  populatkm  was  d( 
oouioe  more  dense,  and  the  buildlings  ksa  flpkndad. 
it  was  a  city,  in  short,  to  use  llie  words  of  a  wiiter 
daseifliing  its  ancient  splendour,  whidb  might  be,  at 
A.e  same  time,  fortified  against  the  aittadks  ^war^and 
ttnamented  as  a  palace,  f 

The  Tnddah  forces  disembafked  w&h  all  -die 
somp  and  dawnmstance  of  a  triun^hal  pageant. 
Xhe  fleet  covend  the  wh<de  drcumjaoeBt  sea,  and 
-ihe  troops  were  rowed  to  land,  to  the  sound  of  t*- 
<faaets  and  trumpets,  under  cover  of  an  incessant  eao- 
aanade,  which  the  artilleiy  of  the  ferts  biiddly  Tetum- 
4sL  Tlie knights,  <it  <iw  head  of  ^faeteen  dinuwud 
well-disciplined  soldiers,  partly  stipendiaries  fipom 
'Ranee,  Sngfamd,  ffpam,  Italy  and"GfnoaDy,  and 
partly  native  militia^  many  of  whom  wjeoe  Jfew^^t 
jaet  than  fearlessly  on  toe  Irawhf  and  .even  Joqg 
Jhemselms,  iwDrd  in  hand,  into  the  «aa,  to  oppoae 
^ihetr  laadh^*    The  waves  -were  dyed  wiCh  luood ; 


•  KooDfli.      t  Stnfbo,1ib.l4.      |  Ariatidn  in  Rhodiaca. 
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Uit  tlie  nuBieriMl  superioiity  of  the  Tturks  was-  in^ 
QiatiMe  on  the-  opB&  strand.  Desoeatowere  made 
SHuikaaeoiuiy  at  vaiioiu  pcnatv ;  aad  the  RhodiaB% 
aeeiiig  the  whole  shoie  swamiing  with  torbaned  com* 
balaatSy  reluctantly  retired  within  their  ramparts^  while 
the  Moslems  strongly  intrenched  themselves  on  Saint 
St^hen's  Mount.  Having  landed  their  artillery,  seve* 
fld  parties  made  reconnoisances  under  the  very  can- 
non of  the  noaaparta,  but  were  driven  back,  wi£h 
alaughtfflr,  to  the  camp.  In  a  vigorous  sortie  foit 
tbis  purpose,  commanaed  by  the  Viscount  de  MoB- 
teily  Demetiius  Sophian,  the  Greek  renegade^  was 
shun*  A  cannon-ball  having  killed  hia  hofsey  he 
was  dashad  to  the  ^ound ;  {md,  being  encumbered 
by  his  armour^  the  Rhodian  cavalry  gdloped  ovet 
him,  and  trampled  him  to  death.  In  the  same  saUy, 
a  body  of  Turidsh  l^his  surrounded  the  Chevaliev 
de  Murat,  who  had  dismounted  to  strip  Sophian^s 
body^.and  cut  off  his  head,  f 

A  narrow  scrutiny  of  the  defences  of  the  eiCy  hat^^ 
iag  impressed  Palseologus  with  an  idea  that  it  was 
bttHdy  pregnable  by  the  usual  itfts  of  wair,  he  i^e8ort»« 
ed  to  comi^ption,  to  secure  himself  a  coadjutor 
witlua  t^e  waOs.  George  Frapan,  or,^  as  he  was  &- 
miiarly  termed,  ^  Master  Geoige, "  the  German 
engmeeB-^the  otdy  siirvivcMr  of  the  three  renegiMles 
who  had  sailed  with  the  Pa^  from  the  He]le^>ont-^ 
hanng  superiatended  the  erection  of  sevei^  bac^ 
tetiesi  a&od  given  coimsel  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
faorying  on  the  siege,  bed&ought  himsdf  of  the  dee^ 
pesate  eacpedient  of  entering  the  city  under  &kte 
metenceS)  aad  performing  the  base  duties  of  a  spy» 
The  Pasba  leadily  assented  to  the  project;    and 

.     f  Kndaeb 
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Frapan  accordingly  presented  himself  at  one  of  the 
gates  as  a  deserter  from  the  Turkish  camp,  and  im« 
plored  protection.  The  Gtandmaster  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  circumstance,  ordered  him  to 
be  admitted,  and  brought  directly  into  his  presence. 
He  was  publicly  interrogated  before  the  council ; 
and  being  a  man  of  a  noble  port  and  subtle  elo- 
quence, several  of  the  knights  were  inclined  to  give 
him  credit  for  sincerity,  when  he  declared,  that  his 
heart  was  torn  by  remorse  for  having,  for  the  sake 
of  base  lucre,  joined  the  Infidel  standard,  and  that 
he  aspired  to  suffer  all  the  torments  that  barbarian 
ingenuity  could  devise,  should  the  city  be  taken, 
rather  than  point  another  cannon  against  its  sacred 
walls.  But  the  Grandmaster  was  not  to  be  won 
upon  by  the  mere  speciousness  of  a  handsome  ex- 
terior and  a  fluent  tongue.  He  commended  the  pe- 
nitent, with  a  confidential  air,  for  the  remorse  he 
manifested,  and  affected  to  pay  great  deference  to 
his  advice ;  but,  privately,  he  regarded  him  as  a 
worthless  apostate,  who,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  was 
capable  of  violating  the  most  solemn  engagements. 
In  this  opinion  he  was  confirmed,  by  the  apparent 
eagerness  of  the  besiegers  to  malign  the  German, 
which  they  attempted  to  do  by  shooting  billets  fix- 
ed to  arrows  into  the  town,  containing  the  words, 
^  Beware  of  Master  George !  **  It  occurred  to 
D'Aubusson,  that  the  enemy  calculated  on  these 
warnings  being  received  as  proofe  &vourable  to  the 
deserter,  and  likely  to  recommend  him  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  knights  ;  and,  to  guard  against  dl  ha- 
iSard  fi'om  treachery,  and  at  the  same  time  to  turn  to 
good  account  the  great  knowledge  of  the  military 
art  which  Frapan  possessed,  six  soldiers  were  ap- 
pointed to  watch  his  motions  with  unceasing  vigL 
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lanoe;  while  several  officers  of  artillery  were  instruct- 
ed to  note  every  remark  that  fell  from  him,  likely  to 
be  usei^  in  the  defence  of  the  place. 

Meanwhile,  the  Pasha  had  commenced  battering- 
the  Tower  of  Sunt  Nichdas  with  his  heaviest  cannon. 
The  seaward  rampart  bore  the  iron  shower  miinjur- 
ed,  but  the  landward  wall  was  soon  shattered  into  a 
mountain  of  rubbish,  into  which  the  balls  sank  as  if 
it  had  been  a  bank  of  sand.  The  Grandmaster,  re- 
garding this  tower  as  the  key  of  the  city,  reinforced 
the  gallant  band  that  defended  it  with  the  flower  of 
the  Order,  headed  by  the  commander  Caretto,  an 
Italian  knight  of  tried  valour ;  and  eventually  threw 
hiiBflelf  into  it,  along  with  his  brother,  the  Lord  de 
Monteil.  On  the  9th  of  June,  two  hours  before 
daybreak,  the  Pasha,  aware  of  the  dilapidated  state* 
of  the  landward  wall,  ordered  his  troops  to  advance 
to  the  assault.  A  flotilla  of  small  vessels  landed  the- 
assailants  on  the  mole,  and,  lighted  by  the  blaze  of 
the  Rhodian  cannon,  which  suddenly  opened  upon 
them  with  murderous  precision,  they  rushed  with' 
tenible  shouts  towards  the  breach.  The  pile  of 
rubbish  was  so  steep  as  to  require  ladders  to  surmouni 
it ;  but  the  fimatidsm  of  the  Turks  was  roused ;  and^ 
man  after  man,  they  sprung,  scimitar  in  hand,  into  the 
deadly  gap,  to  be  hurled  the  next  moment,  blackened 
and  mangled  eoipses,  into  the  ditch.  In  the  most 
perilous  part  of  the  breach  stood  the  Grandmaster, 
exercising  the  vigilance  of  a  general,  and  at  the  same* 
time  fighting  like  a  common  man-at-arms.  In  the- 
heat  of  the  combat,  a  piece  of  stone,  splintered  from 
the  rampart  by  a  cannon-ball,  struck  ofl^  his  helmet, 
on  which,  with  the  self-possession  of  a  hero,  he  cool- 
ly borrowed  the  steel  cap  of  the  nearest  soldier.  The 
commander  Caretto,  ia  the  name  o£  his  brethren,  kn- 
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plored  him  to  take  moie  care  c^  his  peison,  as  on 
hjs  life  depended  the  security  of  the  city ;  but  he 
answered,  by  claiming  the  post  of  danger  as  his  zight» 
and  by  hinting,  that  the  Older  need  never  despair 
Y^hile  it  had  the  power  of  nominating  so  hiave  » 
knight  as  Caretto  as  his  successor,     GaJled  by  mii»* 
ketry,  crushed  to  pieces  beneath  huge  loeks  and 
beams,  and  burned  to  the  marrow  by  blazing  nsf^h* 
and  boiling  oil,  the  storm-bands  vanished  rank  after 
rank — and  still  new  assailants  clambered  into  the 
breach*     Those  who  could  not  reach  the  foot. of  the 
wc41»  stationed  themselves  at  a  short  dtstaaoe ;  and 
while  some,  lighted  by  the  flashing  of  the  artillery* 
singled  put  the  Christian  knights,  with  their  muskets 
ana  cross-bows,  o^ers  threw  cramp-irons  listened  to 
cords  upon  the  ramparts,  and  dragged  those  soldiers 
whom  Uiey  chanced  to  hook  headlong  to  the  ground. 
In  the  midst  of  this  terrible  combat,  several  Rhodian 
fire-ships  which  lay  moored,  ready  to  drop,  on  a 
preconcert^  signal,  into  the  midst  of  the  Turkish 
flotilla,  were  set  adrift,  and  in  a  short  space  the  Pa- 
sha beheld  his  gallies  in  flames.     The  sight  of  this 
conflagration  revived  the  courage  of  the  besieged* 
The  cannon  of  the  city  dischaiged  an  incessant 
shower  of  balls  on  the  hostile  barks,  while  the  mus- 
keteers stationed  in  the  Tower  of  Saint  Nicholas, 
shot  down  every  turbaned  warrior  that  gained  the 
breach.     Disheartened  at  length  by  the  fidl  of  their 
bravest  leaders,  the  Moslems  abandoned  the  assaid^ 
and,  to  escape  the  murderous  fire  that  swept  the  mole, 
flung  themselves  into  the  sea.   Only  a  small  part  es- 
i^^ped.     The  rest  were  either  drowned  in  their  pie- 
dbitate  flighty  or  struck  down  by  the  Christian  ar- 
tiUery  on  the  beach. 

Foiled  in  this  entei{irise»  tjbe  Pasha  altered  his 
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plfuff  of  aUtdok.  Siniultittieoiis  assacdts  were  next 
made  against  .the  dtj  ilself ;  one  cm  the  quaiter  of 
.the  Jews;  the  other  on  the  post  of  the  Italian 
kni^ts*  The  Utter  was  merdy  a  feint;  bnt  the 
Jews*  wall}  though  it  waa  twenty-eight  feet  thidc^ 
speedily  cramUed  into  ruin  under  a  Itirioua  canlion* 
ade*  The  basilisks  and  great  cannon  pidreriaed 
the  stones  to  powder ;  and  so  tremendous  was  their 
roar,  that  it  echoed  westward  to  Lango,  and  east* 
ward  to  Chateau-Rouge,  a  hundred  miles  ovea*  the 
sea.  Enormous  stones  were  thrown  into  the  city, 
and  penetrated  the  houses  to  their  foundi^ons,  scat- 
tering death  and  desolation  in  their  wake.  As  the 
women  and  children  were  greatly  terrified  by  these 
piojectiles,  the  Giandmaster  prepared  a  retreat  for 
them,  in  llie  quarter  fertibest  from  the  Turidsh  bat- 
tles. This  he  accomplished,  by  roofmg  a  vacant 
s^pace  between  the  wall  and  the  houses  with  huge 
beams,  laid  tier  over  tier,  from  which  the  stones 
dischaiged  by  the  ^lemy's  mortars  rebounded  with« 
gut  harai.  To  pay  the  Pasha  in  his  own  coin,  an 
immense  wooden  madune  was  constructed,  whidr 
^hrew  blocks  of  stone  of  a  prodigious  size  into 
the  Turkish  lines.  Whole  ranks  were  crashed 
by  these  enormous  balls,  which  frequently  pierced 
so  deeply  into  the  earth,  as  to  smother  the  Turidsh 
miners  in  their  chambers.  This  engine  the  kn^rts 
jocularly  named  '^  The  Tribute," — the  rocks  it  pro* 
jected  being  the  CHily  kind  of  tribute  which  the  SdU 
tan  was  taught  to  expect  from  them. 

The  Grandmaster,  who  had  hurried  from  liie 
Tower  of  Saint  Nicholas  to  the  immediate  scene  of 
action,  seeii^  a  practicable  breach  effected  in  tfaci 
Jews'  waD,  ordered  several  of  the  hoisses  nearest  k 
(e  be  puBed  down,  and  a  broad  and  deep  ditch  dii^ 
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in  place  of  them,  behind  which  he  raised  a  new  fence 
of  brick,  sustained  by  a  thick  rampart.  All  the  in- 
habitants, without  distinction,  assisted  in'  this  work. 
Domestic  feuds  were  forgotten — ^the  Greek  and  Latin 
toiled  cheerfelly  in  the  same  trench,  and  the  Jewish 
matron  assisted  to  cany  bricks  and  mortar,  side  by 
side,  with  the  Christian  nun.  The  Grandmaster 
himself  and  the  most  illustrious  and  most  yenerable 
of  his  commanders,  laboured  like  common  pioneers ; 
and  the  new  defences  were  completed  with  marvellous 
e^)edition. 

The  Pasha  was  not  long  in  learning  that  a  new 
barrier  had  risen  to  defeat  his  assault ;  and,  exaspe- 
rated at  the  obstinate  defence  of  the  knights,  he  is 
said  to  have  attempted  to  take  off  their  illustrious 
chief  by  assassination.  The  instruments  he  en^skw- 
ed  in  this  atrocious  design  were  two  dcsgitcrs— roe 
one  an  Epirote,  the  odier  a  Dalmatian — ^who  had  re- 
noimeed  the  Cross,  and  were  known  to  be  capable 
of  perpetrating  any  deed  of  blood.  These  ruffians, 
who  had  abandoned  their  colours  during  a  sortie, 
presented  themselves  before  the  walls,  as  Christians 
who  had  just  made  their  escape  from  Moslem  thrall, 
and  were  received  back  into  the  city  as  fiiends. 
The  con^iracy  was  detected  by  the  Grandniaster's 
secretary,  to  whom  the  Albanian  incautiously  unbo- 
somed himself,  under  an  impression  that  the  secre- 
tary was  discontented  with  his  Prince,  and  would 
readily  concur  in  any  plan  for  his  destruction.  The 
assassin  exhibited  letters  bearing  the  Pasha's  seal,  en- 
suring immense  wealth  and  the  highest  dignities  to 
whoever  should  deliver  the  Sultan  of  his  enemy; 
but  the  secretary,  though  ^  dissatisfied  and  suspected 
man,  had  the  fidelity  to  reject  the  in&mous  propo- 
sition, which  he  instantly  divulged  to  his  master. 
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'f  he  Albanian  was  arrested,  and,  when  on  the  rack,* 
discovered  his  accomplice.  They  were  both  sen* 
tnenced  to  die,  but  were  torn  to  pieces  by  the  enraged 
populace,  before  they  reached  the  place  of  execu* 
tion.  *  ' 

About  the  time  these  two  apostates  suffered,  the 
Pasha,  without  suspending  his  demonstrations  against 
the  Jews'  quarter,  renewed  his  attack  on  the  Tower 
of  Saint  Nicholas.  A  bridge,  framed  of  planks  and 
cables,  was  constructed  of  a  sufEcient  length  to  reach 
across  die  narrow  haven  that  separated  the  grand  mole 
from  that  part  of  the  mainland  where  the  Moskma 
were  encamped ;  and,  in  the  night,  a  Turkish  en* 
gineer  carried  out  an  anchor  to  the  very  base  of  the 
tower,  where  he  dropped  it  among  the  rocks,  with  a 
strong  cable  made  &st  to  it,  by  means  of  which  he 
reHed  on  fixing  the  head  of  the  floating  pont  in  a 
frivourable  position.  An  English  saSor,  named 
Grervaise  Rogers,  who  chanced  to  be  Idetering  oear 
the  spot,  and  had  the  sagacity  to  conceal  his  pro- 
ximity, no  sooner  saw  the  Turk  retire,  than,  with 
the  characteristic  intrepidity  of  his  profession  and 
nation,  he  plunged  into  the  water  and  cut  the  cable, 
which  he  coiled  up  on  the  strand.  The  bridge  be- 
ing thus  cast  loose,  was  beaten  to  pieces  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  sea;  and  the  Englishman  carried  the 
anchor  as  a  trophy  to  the  Grandmaster,  by  whom 
he  was  honourably  rewarded.  The  Pasha,  foiled  in 
this  expedient,  resolved  to  tow  a  new  bridge,  framed  ^ 
on  small  boats  and  lighters,  across  the  haven.  In 
silence  and  darkness,  the  head  of  this  bridge  was 
made  £sist  to  the  mofe ;  and  at  three  o'clock  in  the 

*  Vertot.    Knolles  says,  <<  Janus  the  Dahnatian  lostlus  head, 
«ad  Pythiiu  the  £pirote  was  shamelQUy  hanged.  ** 
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moraiiigi  the  TtHkiah  soldMijf  began  to'fileHT«ir 
to  the  ban  of  the  tower,  while  a  flotilk  of  li^  vea* 
aeib  kaded  a  body  c£  chosen  troops  to  co-operate  ofr 
the  seaward  side.  Pakeologus  in  person,  adeomf 
panied  by  the  general  of  the  Turkish  gallie%  the 
eommander  of  the  levies  of  Aatetelia,  siid  Ibitdiim 
Bey,  who  had  manried  a  piine^ss  of  the  Ottoom 
kna^-aU  vahaot  and  redooi^ed  leaders — headed  the 
afetadc*  So  silently  was  the  passage  of  the  ha^ai 
acocMnphahed,  that  die  Turks  flat^ned  themadves 
thai  the  Christians  were  totally  unsuspicioiis  of  dieiK 
fOBo^ect.  But  the  vigilance  of  D'Aubnsson  nevef 
sl^t.  Anticipating  a  second  assauh,  he  had  duly 
semfbrced  the  brave  band  that  garrisoned  die  towe^ ; 
and  while  the  Turks  were  claiol>ering  upon  the 
mole,  an  intrepid  body  of  musketeefb  lined  die  waBs, 
with  their  m^ches  burning,  and  every  cannon  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  point  of  debaika* 
tion- charged  to  the  mouth  widi  the  hail  of  deadL 
Tha  smothered  dank  of  the  Moslems*  anas,  as  they 

ring,  file  after  ^,  on  the  mole,  was  the  signal 
t&  cannoBeera  to  stand  to  their  guns;  In  an 
i^iatant,  the  |Mro£D«nd  darkness  whidi  prevailed  gave 
place-to  an  intolere^  l^aze  of  li^ ;  and  two  fre* 
mendoos'  disehaises  swept  down  hundreds  of  liie 
Turkish  host*  To  escape  this  furious  fire,  the 
Pasha  ordered  his  tio^ypS'  to  advance  to  the  breach, 
and  the  broken  wall  was  instantly  crowded  Vidlr  as^ 
aa&nta.  A  sanguinary  eoriflict  fellowed.  BoA. 
portiea  Ibught  m&  the  despeiatioii  of  men  who  had 
sworn  to  confer  or  die ;  and  wloie  thia  stnig^ 
Uuck  place  on*  the  shores  the  wo^  of  deatdi  raged 
equally  £eroe  on  the  water.  The  Rhodian  ftre^ 
ships,  pEooqilly  uBnoored,  gn^ed-with  the  T^xrk- 
ish  gallies  that  batteied  die  tower,  and  esvekiped 
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them  in'fiflmes.     Never,  in  all  their  ivars,  htdilie 
soljdiers  of  Saint  John  aeen  to  terribk  n  fight.  Amid 
Ibe  tlrander  of  cannon,  the  fiadbing  ci  mnaketry, 
nenades,  and  pots  of  burning  naphtlm,  nm^led  vmti 
mt  horrtble  accorapamment  of  battle,  the  groans  of 
the  ntairaed  and  dying,  Ibrahim  Bey,  the  hero  of  thcj 
Tmkifdi  bends,  found  himself  alone  on  the  smmmt 
of'the  mined  wall.  The  last  of  his  soldiers  had  fiiHen 
by  Ms  side,  and  dieir  corpses  ky  stretm  round  him  13ce 
a  rampart ;  yet,  though  gashed  with  hideous  wound^ 
ke  -dew  several  knights  with  his  own  hand  before  he 
resigned  his  life.     In  ^  act  of  discharging  a  ^rtai 
Mow  on  a  CInristian  soldier  who  had  just  pierced  him 
yn^  ins  word,  he  fgSi  dead  on  his  advextsry^s  body. 
The  dawn  sSiowed  the  Tmkiali  eommaxider  mil 
his  enterprise  was  desperate.     The  sea  was  covered 
wi^  corpses,  turbans,  and  bows  and  arrows;  aaid 
here  and  there  ihe  blackened  hulk  of  a  galley  lay 
emokan^;  on  the  waves.     The  Christian  caimomers^ 
peroeivmg  ihe  fragile  bridge  that  spanned  the  haven 
thronged  with  Turkiah  succours  hurrying  &edi  to 
&e  battle,  pointed  their  guns  at  it,  and  blew  it  to 
pieces.     Tnis  ctreumstance  completed  tibe  Panias 
de^>air.     Despite  the  prayers  and  menaces  of  their 
OTQunanders,   his  teoops  'recoiled  'som  the  cofse* 
fltrewn  breach,  and  fled  to  the  li^t  beiks  dmt  had 
lerried  part  of  them  to  diemcie.     They  were  hodjr 
pttrsned  by  the  besieged,  -and  many  of  iJi^kn  dain  ifit 
ihe  flight     Anthony  FVadin,  a  Franciscan  fiiar,  wbo 
iwd  greatly  animated  the  Christians  by  his  exhorta^ 
^kms,  was  foremost  in  the  -pursuit,  Allowing  ^-fit* 
ntives  nMBilder'<leep  mto  thc'sea,  and,  witti  his  own 
hand,  strikii^  off  more  than  one  tuibaned  liead. 
twenty-five  hmdied  TtuksM  in  tfaisimtile.    The 
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loss  of  the  Rhodians  was  also  great;  and  twdve 
knights  were  numbered  among  the  slain. 

For  three  successive  days  after  this  disaster  the 
Turkish  commander  remained  inactive  in  his  camp* 
The  spirit  of  his  troops  was  subdued,  but  the  dread 
of  his  sovereign's  wrath  stimulated  him  to  new  enter- 
prisesy  and  the  posts  of  Italy  and  the  Jews  were 
again  battered.   Batteries  were  also  raised  against  se- 
veral other  points,  and  between  three  and  four  thou- 
sand cannon-balls  shook  the  waUs  in  a  general  can- 
nonade.    Breaches  gaped  on  every  side :  the  lower 
town,  particularly  the  Jews  quarter,  was  reduced  al- 
most to  a  heap  of  ruins.     In  his  extremity,  the  Grand* 
master  bethought  himself  of  Fnupan  the  German  en- 
gineer, and,  after  showii^him  the  ruined  works,  de- 
manded his  counseL     The  German  recommended 
some  additional  batteries  to  be  constructed^  and  volun- 
teered to  superintend  the  cannon  planted  on  them.  It 
is  av^red  that,  by  this  means,  he  instructed  the  Pasha 
as  to  the  weakest  points  of  the  city,  and  that  his 
cannon  were  invariably  pointed  wide  of  the  Otto- 
man lines.     Be  this  as  it  may,  he  became  an  object 
o£  suspicion,  and  was  dragged  before  a  council  of 
war  to  give  an  account  of  his  proceedings.     His 
judges,  detecting  some  incoherence  in  his  answers^ 
ordered  him,  according  to  the  barbarous  usage  of 
the  timesy  to  be  exposed  to  the  torture ;  and  exoess 
of  pain  wrung  from  him  an  admission  that  he  had 
concerted  with  the  Turkish  general  to  betray  the 
place.     He  was  declared  a  traitor  on  his  own  con* 
fession;  and  the  Grandmaster  himself  pronounced 
the  sentence  that  consigned  him  to  an  ignominious 
death. 

The  guilt  of  this  man  is  described  by  the  his- 
toriaas  «  the  siege  as  incontrovertible ;  but  the  evi- 
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dence  recorded  against  him  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
jo£-  a  most  unsatis&ctory  complexion.  They  state, 
that  he  pronomiced  the  situation  of  the  city  desper- 
ate ;  that  he  recommended  the  Rhodians  to  change 
the  position  of  their  batteries ;  that  they  did  so,  and 
that  the  Pasha,  in  consequence,  changed  the  direction 
.of  his  fire  ;  that  the  cannon  which  he  had  charge  of 
shot  wide  of  their  mark,  and  that  he  faltered  in  pre- 
sence of  the  council,  when  called  upon  to  rebutt 
,these  accusations.  There  is  not  one  of  them  but 
:  might,  in  a  time  of  such  excitement,  have  been  suo- 
oessfiilly  preferred  against  an  innocent  man ;  and 
this  opinion  is  supported  by  an  historian  of  note,  * 
who  expressly  says,  that  the  Turkish  general  had 
begun, to  distrust  Frapan,  who,  aware  that  the  life  of 
a  suspected  servant  is  valueless  in  the  estimation  of 
A  Turk,  instantly  threw  himself  on  the  generosity  of 
•the  Grandmaster,  and  divulged  the, whole  secrets  d 
^die  Ottoman  camp.  His  confession  while  under  the 
toirture  is  dust  in  the  balance.  Many  are  the  inno* 
.cent  men  who  have  sought  a  respite  from  inquisitorial 
.'torment  in  a  dishonoured  grave. 

The  .declaration  of  Frapan  that  the  city  was  inde- 
fensible, a  dedar^tion  which  may  have  rendered  his 
death  a  measure  of  policy,  in  order  that  the  Rhodians 
might  regard  it  as  the  felse  council  of  a  .traitor, 
spiea/i  consternation  among  the  populace,  and  even 
subdued  the  courage  .of  the  .Spanish  and  Italian 
Jmights*  These  cravens,,  filled,  with  despondency, 
jteldsecretmeetings,  atwiiichthey  ascribed  the  Grand- 
master's obstinate  resistance  to  a  love  of  temporal 
fK>wer,  and  argued  that  he  was  called  upon  to  agree 
jto.an  honourable  :capitulation«  .  D'Aubussony^wheA 

•  KnoDes. 
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jnade  aHpHntod  with  tbese  motinoos  demciiiMHV- 
lifins,  aummoned  the  culpiits  to  hn  fKatacB,  «Dd, 
•aiter  fepnndiiiig  them  shaiply  for  their  pmillim'mily 
fftdiii8idK>rdinatioD,  told  them,  that  he  did  not  deflpihr 
«£  beng  able  to  defend  the  city  against  die  whole 
ipawar  of  the  Taxfca,  without  the  aaaiataQce  of  audi 
oowaffdsi  tad  that  ihef  were  at  Hber^  to  quit  the  ial^ 
-and,  wldch  was  not  ao  ch>sely  blomded  aa  to  oh^ 
riate  every  posaifaility  of  eaci^ ;  but  that,  if  they 
thoi]|^  better  of  the  matter,  and  choae  to  lemaio, 
ihe  ftat  man  who  spoke  of  capitidation  shonid  bfe 
!tieated  aa  a  tndtor.     This  finn  coarse  of  proeadme 
quelled  the  mntiny*     The  knights-who  haa  engaged 
in  ity  £Bed  with  shame  and  soiTOWy  and  acomiiig 
to  aaTe  their  lime  by  a  flight  whidb  wovdd  faavBe 
didiaiioiired  them  for  -ever,  entreated  to  be  a8ows- 
•d  to  return  to  Aeir  duty,  end  afbrwaxds  daport»- 
fld  themaefaFes  with  great  valour.     The  only  pimiflii^ 
snent  which  the  Grandmaster  inflicted  on  ^um  mm, 
apedfllly  excluding  them  fiom  every  poat  of  trust.   * 
The  Tnrldah  gpneial  lucving  i^ed  up  the  dilA 
that  darted  the  Jews'  wall,  so  ihat  a  troop  of  heisft 
might  duuge  aoon  it,  and  beaten  down  every  iiat- 
fier  that  obatmeted  his  entraooe,  sohcitod  a  psv^ 
ley,  which  waa  hdd  by  deputies  nest  day  at  tiie 
hreadu  The  Tuddah  -cuputy  condeacended  to  som^ 
plimeut  the  knig^  on  their  gaBant  defence^  ^«ni 
entreated  them  to  avnt  &e  cahmuties  inaqMuabk 
from  a  suceessful  aaaaiiit.    Bat  Aathony  Qaultiar, 
distdbn  of  fihodes,  who  acted  aathe  Gmdaas^ 
AarWnpieaentativey  rqplied,^iat  the  Baaha  was  dsodvr 
sdsatoAsir  situatian""<that erory  farigjbt  wasfwpgT' 
iBdvtD.di0  at  Jus  post  ■  i  anid  .that  their  enemjas  would 
find  the  breasts  of  Chzistian  meui  ivho  had  sor- 
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mounted  the  fear  of  death,  stronger  than  walk  or 
iMistions. 

With  this  answer  the  Turkish  envoy  returned  to  his 
ehie£  The  Pasha,  humbled  in  his  ovm  eyes  at  having 
ofiered  any  terms,  swore  to  immolate  every  living  be- 
ing within  the  walls.  By  his  orders  a  great  number 
of  sharp  stakes  were  prepared  for  impaling  the  knights ; 
and  to  stimulate  his  soldiers,  he  promised  them  the 
plimder  of  the  city.  Having  completed  his  arrange- 
ments for  a  final  assault,  he  maintained,  for  a  whole 
day  and  night,  an  unintermitting  cannonade  against 
the  breach — not  to  render  it  more  practicable,  for 
there  scarcely  remained  one  stone  upon  another,  but 
to  deter  the  garrison  from  constructing  new  defences. 
At  sunrise  on  the  27th  of  July,  the  Turks  advanc- 
ed in  formidable  array  to  the  attack.  The  Chris- 
tians, to  sheker  themselves  from  the  Turkish  artil- 
lery, had  taken  post  on  the  inner  slope  of  the  rub- 
hvii  that  marked  the  site  of  the  wall,  where,  worn  out 
with  watching  and  fetigue,  many  of  them  had  fallal 
asleep.  This  lapse  of  vigilance  allowed  the  Turks 
to!gain  possession  of  the  rampart  on  each  side  of  the 
breach  without  dischaiging  a  musket,  and,  before  the 
Christians  wqre  aware  of  weir  approach,  the  crescent 
waved  on  the. walls.  .  Never  had  the  danger  been  so 
imminent.  The  Grandmaster,  conceiving  the  'hour 
of  martyrdom .  come,  ordered  the  great  standard  of 
Saint  John  to  be  unfurled,  and  called  upon  the 
kiiights  who.  thronged  round  him  to  accompany  him 
to  the  breach,  and  dear  it  or  perish.  Five  hundred 
Turks,  who  had  fought  their  way  into  Jew-Street, 
were  cut  to  pieces  by  the  first  cfaaige  of  this  devot^- 
ed  band.  The  stairs  that  led  to  the  top .  of  the 
rampart  on  which  the  Turkish  ensign  was  planted, 
were  choked  with  rubbish,  and  the  knights  had  to 
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use  laddeis  to  ^cecnnplialit  tbe  asccaiU  The  Tods^ 
endeavoured^  by  rolling  down  huge  stones,  and  keep* 
ing  up  a  ecinstant  fire  of  musko^^  to  s^l  thi«  as- 
Mult ;  but  the  impetuous  Tatour  of  the  knights,,«ii» 
iirefflstible.  The  Gnndmaster  waa  tenrioe  bmied 
down  and  twiee  wounded;  yet  he  wm  the  fixtt.tei 
gain  a  secure  footing,  on  the  nm^Miit;  and  thr.idipit 
i^pear  he  carried  waa  reddened  with  Turkid^  Uood^ 
before  a  single  knijB^fat  had  mounted  to  bis  fii^pjMirti, 
Several  OonanUs  of  note  £^  beneath  his  arm  ;  aod  the: 
Faaba^  who  watched  the  combat  fbom  a  d]«tanee^.sfef» 
ing  his  banner  in.  jeopardy^  ordered  a  chofiea  body 
of  Janisniea  toadBuifie  to  ita  leaeiMy  apd  in  peraon 
cbeered  them  on  to  the  beeaidu  By  hia  side  jnaichH 
ed  twehr^  devoted  n^ei^  who  had  sworn  to  .pieEeeitfai^ 
Christian.  lanks^  and  Jnnnalate  the  GiaBdnaeten  i» 
the  eentie  of  his.  ovbl  laBee&. .  They. fbimdjhivi^  kk 
the  front  of  the  beltle  dad  in  glii||texiDg.niail»  .and 
dealing  d^anth  oq  every  side^  Three  of  th^  wen*, 
pons  pierced  him  at  the  aai^e  vtoment^.but.  the  sweob 
of  hia  kmghts  instantly  «ve»gedihinu  Hajmily  none 
ef  hia  wounds  wiere  b»  desperate  aft.  to.dijiYe  hia 
from  the  bi;pach  ;.  bttthi&bNij^raBL  in«  an%  xegacdii^ 
them  aa  &tal|  flung  tjbemsalvBS  like  tigiwsxMi  ^enftr 
my»  and  put  them,  ia  total  i«Mit.  .  The  Pasha^  fnw^ 
mg  with  diaajppointDvaBt,  waa  cairied  awa^ia  thft 
general  flighty  and  the  Chnsti^n^  with  shouts  oi 
victory,  pursued  him  to  hia  own  Hnes..      . 

Covered  with  hia  own  blood  and  with  that  of  hia 
enemies,  the  aaviour  of  Ehodea  waa  borne  to  his  pa^ 
laoe.  The  triumph  waa.  won-<— the  deliverance  of  his 
people  achieved— *and,  btfore.  surgical  skill  had^ciir<» 
ed  his  wounds^  one  of  which  was  in  his  breast,  the 
invaders  abandenedihe  aHg%  and  betook  themaelvea 
to  their  ahips^    Their  depattoce  .took  place  on  iim 
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dftfs  ;  and  tlMy.  carried  off  fifWen.  fthouaaod  wouadk 
fd^  and  left  behind  nitie  thousand  fllauQU.  While  tha 
embarkation  wa3  pioceediqg^  two  Neapotton  shipa 
^ove  ia  si^t^  Mid  prepared  to  enter  the  poft  with 
succoufSyia  defiance,  of  the  Turkish  fleet*  The  Pa* 
fiha  ordei:ed  all  the  canno»  that  remained  adiore  to 
be  pointed  against  them ;  but  the  wind  being  unfii- 
vourable  lor  the  co-operation  of  his  gaiOiea,  om  of  tho 
Neapolitan  vessels  lan  safely  iuto  the  hadbour*  .and 
was  received  by  the  Jthodians  with  ahouAs  of  )oyt 
The  other  was  assailed  msxidofxamg  by  twenty  Tuck-, 
ishgafiiea;  whom  she  beat,  off  after  an  aotioik  of  throes 
hours  with  the  loss  of  th^ij?  admiiral,  thoug}x  she  had 
been  serio^y  crippled  ia  her  ngging  the  poeic^diq^ 
day. 

Three  churches  were  built  al-  Rhodesy  comme.«r 
morative  of  this  gl(»>ious  d^feuoa*  One  dedicaled  ta 
Saint  Mary  of  Victory^  was  specially  endowed)  that 
prayers  might  be  pi^red  tip  in  it  for  ever,,  fcur  dm 
aotds  of  t]^  fijain*  Thd  meanest  .soldier  who.  smriy-. 
ed  the.sieg%  Kaeeiy^d  firam  ihe  Grandmaster  marka 
of  £ivour  I  and,  to  relieve  the  peasantry  of  the  island 
whose  la^dd  had  be€in  had  wa^e»  they  w«re  subsist-' 
ed  from  the  public  gcanaiies  till  the  ne^t.  hintest»  ^d 
tempted  fiom  all  taxes  fi)i}  asT^rad  yeacs. 

In  the  first  p^os^ysm  <rf  lage  at.this  defeat^  .the? 
Sultan  eoisitemplated  puoishiqg  hiaxeceeant  geinval 
with  the  baw-string ;  b»jt  ihM  senteQ«»  was  eommut- 
ed  to  loss  of  di^ty>  and  banishmecKt  ta  Gallipoli^ 
which  thQ  dis^graioed  vizier  hailed,  as  a  ekment  de- 
cree. Jbi  the  mUqwing  year,  1481»  while  planning 
the  subjugation  of  XtalV)  in  which  Achmet»  his  most 
yedoubted  general)  had  abeady  plmted  his  atan4atd» 

4Mh  ^kmi^Mskmm9ik  ^mgomqi.i^*    He. 
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died  at  a  petty  town  of  Bithynia ;  and  at  his  own 
request,  the  epitaph  inscribed  on  his  monument  le- 
OOTded  only  tne  conquests  which  he  had  projected; 
and  left  uncommemorated  those  he  had  won. 
•    The  vast  empire  which  Mohammed  left  behind 
him  was  contested  by  his  sons,  both  of  whom  as- 
pired to  become  his  successor.      Bajazet,  who  is 
generally  esteemed  the  elder,  was  a  prince  of  stu- 
dious Aid  voluptuous  habits,  while   Djem  or  Zi- 
zim,  the  younger,  was  ambitious,  and  impatient  to 
emulate  his  other's  warlike  renown.     They  were 
absent  at  their  respective  governments  in  mfferent 
comers  of  Asia  Minor  when  Mohammed  died,  and 
the  great  men  of  the  capital  were  divided  as  to  which 
of  them  should  ascend  the  throne.     The  influence 
of  Achmet  Pasha,  Mohammed's  greatest  captain,' 
who  had  just  returned  from  planting  the  Ottoman 
banner  on  the  Italian  shore,  decided  the  succession. 
He  declared  himself  in  £ivour  of  Bajazet ;  and 
Zizim,  who  had  started  for  the  capital  the  mom^it 
he  heard  of  his  £Either's  death,  was  informed,  while 
on  the  journey,  that  his  brother  had  assumed  the 
crown.     This,  intelligence  made  him  return  to  his 
government  at  Iconium,  where  he  proceeded  to  levy 
a  great  army,  in  order  to  secure  the  sovereignty  by 
force  of  arms.     Defeated  by  the  redoubted  Acfamef 
in  a  pitched  battle,  and  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
a  friendless  outlaw,  he  fled  to  Egypt,  from  whence, 
9&et  a  great  deal  of  fotile  negotiation  with  his  victo* 
rious  brother,  he  repaired  to  Cilicia,  and  stirred  up 
the  tribes  of  Mount  Taurus  to  espouse  his  cause. 
The  league  which  he  formed  with  several  Moham- 
medan princes,  whose  independence  was  menaced  by 
the  gigantic  power  of  Bajazet,  was  countenanced  l)y  the 
Knights  of  Rhodes,  who  sent  fiv#  wdl-maiined  gallies 
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to  cruise  against  the  Turks  off  the  Caramaxiian  coast* 
But  in  ft  second  battle,  Zizim's  prospects  were  again 
blasted ;  and,  hunted  from  rock  to  rock,  and  from 
cave  to  cave  in  the  recesses  of  Mount  Taurus,  he 
-WS8  at  length  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  soliciting 
an  asylum  in  Rhodes.  The  Ghrandmaster,  with  the 
concunence  of  the  council,  who  held  it  politic  to  en* 
courage  dissension  among  the  Ottoman  princes,  con- 
ficnted  to  receive  him ;  and  a  Rhodian  squadron,  un- 
der Don  Alvarez  de  Zuniga,  Grand  Prior  of  Castile, 
was  despatched  to  his  rescue.  Zizim,  hotly  pressed 
by  his  pursuers,  reached  the  shore,  and,  to  escape  a 
detachment  of  spahis,  flung  himself  into  a  smaU  bark, 
>and  put  to  sea.  The  spahis  arrived  on  the  beach  a  few 
moments  afterwards ;  and  the  prince,  snatching  up  his 
bow,  drew  an  arrow  to  the  head,  and  shot  it  into 
the  midst  of  them,  vnth  a  billet  &stened  to  it,  direct* 
ed  to  "  The  King  Bajazet,  his  Inhuman  Broker  1 " 
In  this  letter  he  took  God  to  witness,  that  his  bro«- 
ther's  injustice  alone  had  driven  him  to  seek  an  a- 
sylum  with  the  irreconcileable  enemies  of  his  race,  and 
at  the  same  time  invoked  the  retributive  vengeance 
.of  heaven  on  him  and  his  descendants — an  invoca* 
tion  which  filled  his  persecutor  with  dismay,  and 
,was  held  in  terrible  remembrance  in  after  days  wh^n 
trouble  bent  him  to  the  earth. 

Tlie  Rhodian  squadron  picked  up  the  ^gitive  at 
fiea,  and  he  was  received  at  Rhodes  with  the  distinc- 
tion due  to  a  sovereign. prince.  An  eye-witness  *  de- 
scribes him  as  exceedindiy  unprepossessing  in  his  per- 
son, being  middle-sized,  thick-det,  paunchy,  jolter- 
headed,  and  having  an  inveterate  squint,  a  nose  so 
booked  as  almost  to  touch  his  lip,— in  shorty  in  eveiy 

*  Mathew  Bono. 


mpect  the  «r  of.a  lemoradicsa  aadnateietaMcfagfaa^ 
lianu  ¥«l,  nolwilhslaBdyBig  Ibis  f^nlsive  extemn!^ 
2mm  WB8  a  prixioe-of «  BoUe  Mtil|  de^l^iVeiBBd  kk 
Odental  litentnre,  master  tyf  'fleiwcal  laagoagtB^  in* 
dnding  the  Greek  and  Latin^  and  haBa&aa&x  Ins 
deeds  in  viafw  Feasts  «Dd  tovBaEmnenls  cdebnted 
Ills  acmal ;  bvt  ^vinle  like  citj  rung  with  sonnds  of 
iflfvelry,  ihe  Gvandmaster  wet  j«dLcd  with  incpaielade 
at 'the  dilewna  in  wbieh.  he  feuesawhe  should  boob 
£iid  hknsetf  placed^  .by  the  psesence  of  diis  siaister 
g«eat*  His  ^noinf  antie^ntions  were  jool  long  as 
Jbeing reaiieed.  Toridah  spies  immd  aeoNBto  the 
iAm^  ott  wMa  pfetefteee,  chiefly  of  a  negotiatovy 
Bsture;  and.D'AabosaoRi  dieadkig  that  the  Tixrb> 
uh'priiiee  wo«ld  he  luirdaEcd . in  hisenstody,  or 
ibreihly  torn  £rom  him -by- an  Ottoman,  azmy,  rfr- 
•fiolisdy.with  theoeDctmrenoe  id  the  conodl^  to  send 
liim  to  Fcanee*  •  Ziaim  acceded,  wilk  jl  sinking 
•haarti  to  a  propostkm  tibaxh  he  had.not  the  power 
4k>  i^aiasay.-.  Fddnto.hn  dmatnre^  he  invested  the 
jGrwlinaflter  with  iinHmited  aiidiority«o  tz«at  with 
•Bajaaet  odt  his  behalf ;  and 'also  made  several  acts  in 

4«ow.af  lb.  OhI«v  engagbg^  «««  «*!»  thing., 
in  case  he  .were /ever. 'estebhsbed  on  the  Ottootaa 
thnmei  to  nMiBtoht  peipetnalpsaee  with  die  knigi^ 
give  their  fleets  free  access  lata  his  poits^  fiberatfe 
jmntially  thise'  kmidrad  Ghostian  >  slaves,  and  pay 
•into  the  tieasiuyaA  indeiBBtC^  of  a  hmdred  and 
•fifty  thousfand  crowns  of  gold.  Thia  dons,  he  went 
-on  board  the  Chevdiifir  -de  Bhrnchafort's  (galley^  and 
•saiied  for  Eurepe,  to. find  theflfc«a  exile's  grave, 

:  The  Grandmaster  having,  thin  rid  himself  of  the 
fMcenee  of  a  .vmh  whoSfi  ha  stood  pledgnd  to  prai- 
tect,  and  yet  did  not  see  how  he  could  sately  shdtery 


^MAHvon  Updn  by  Bqazet  l»  enter  into  n  ^tettm  treaty 
of  fieai^'  tiid  gmnd  ^condkioti  of  whiek  was,  that  the 
CMer  shoidd  detain  Zuddi  in  a  sort  of  honourable  cap* 
ti^y,  ndependebt  of  the  jutisdietion  of  any  Christian 
or  bufid^  prince ;  for  which  good  service,  the  Empe* 
mmt  engi^ed  to  pay  the  Order  a  pension  of  twen^** 
ft(«  thousand -dncMtS' of  Venice  every  yenr.  Of  this 
GOtnplK^t^  il  is  -  impossible^  to  spieak  bnt  m  terms  of 
iMioireiiee.  it  is  indexed  aiven«a  by  a  contemporary 
hidtorian)  William  •de  Jaligni,  that  the  Grandmaster 
tMfer  g«ttraneeed  8afe*^3ondnct  to-  ihe  fl^ive,  nor 
€V6n  -^Mssed  his  bare  word  that  the  Order  wonM 
fitttii  between  him  and  \m  bnMher's  wrath;  and 
^WilEMit  de  Caoundn,  Viee-Chancellor  of  Samt 
Johtt^  ^aneifeer  oontettiporsry  writer^  tsfgom^  tiiat  the 
^h^indmastisr  had  do  altemati^  but  to  accede  to  thiiB 
tKftse'arttaigement,  or  hting  damn  the  implaeable  yen* 
gisaiioe  of  Bajazet  -  on  Rhodes ;  bat  wese  are  the 
i^logi^ies  of  mm  evidently  not  o^veNserapidous  in 
Arming  «n  estimate*  of  mond  dtity.  The  Gnmd;- 
^EDasler  had  viituaihf  become  bound  to  shidd  the  fa^ 
gitlve  who  had  iJirown  himself  upon  his  generosity. 
If  he  iteml^led  to  give  him  shelter,  hb  ought  at  least 
t»  Jkave  soit  him  chainless  away.  The  treaty  that 
4iiade  the'  kiights  jailors  to  ^e  Sulteit,  is  the  foulesft 
•Atean  that  lies  tfpon  their  feme ;  and  all  the  renown 
whndi'tlke  Grandmaster  D'Anbusson  won  in  that 
'  memorable  ste^  in  wtddi  lie  proved  ^e  victor,  and 
in  winch  he  so  lavishly  shed  Im  Mood,  is  efikced  by 
<thetQercenaiy  'pblicy  that  induced  him  to  violate  the 
rights  of  hospiitelity,  and  consign  the  vranderer  to  "a 
^roM  durance. 

Eisim,  on  hisarrivdi  in  France,  was  sent  to  the 
Oommandery  of  Boulgneuf,  tm  ikt  confines  of  Po>- 
«Mfc  and  lift  Marchcy  where  be  was  ccfhstantiy  at^ 
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tended  by  a  guard  of  the  Order.     He  ajqmled  to 
Louis  the  Eleventh;   but  that  selfish  king  only 
mocked  him  with  a  promise  of  assistance  in  case  he 
*•  abjured  his  fiiith*     Bage  and  despair  overpoweied 
him,  when  he  learned  that  the  knights  of  Rhodes 
had  bartered  his  liberty  and  their  own  hcmour  £v 
Turkish  gokl;   and  his  attendants  tremUed,  kst 
he  should  terminate  lus  sorrows'  by  a  voluntary 
death.     It  was  at  this  juncturey  when  Christendom 
rung  with  his  wrongs,  that  the  Kings  of  Hungary^ 
Sicily  and  Naples,  and  several  other  princes  who 
contemplated  a  league  against   Bajazet,   entreated 
that  Zizim  might  be  put  at  the  head  of  their  aimy^ 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  his  Asiatic  adherents ; 
but  the  Grandmaster  rejected  their  petition^  on  the 
insincere  argument,  that,  should  the  war  end  disas- 
trously, the  exiled  prince  mi^t  be  delivered  isp  by 
aome  perfidious  potentate  to  his  implacable  toe. 
Pope  Luu>oent  the  Ei^th,  who  made  a  similar. ap- 
plication, was  more  successful ;  for  the  deference  of 
the  knights  was  still  as -profbund  as  ever  to  the 
.edicts  ^the  Holy  See*     The  Grandmaster,  indeed, 
made  a  feeble  effort  to  repel  the  Pontiff's  petition 
also  ;  but  the  latter  was  inflexible*    He  engaged,  by 
way  of  compensation,  to  unite  the  minor  Orders  o£ 
Samt  Sepulchre  and  Saint  Lazarus  to  that  of  Saint 
John,  and  to  confer  a  cardinal's  hat  on  the  Grand- 
master.    By  this  treaty  was  the  custody  of  the  cap- 
tive prince  again  made  a  matter  of  mercenary  specu- 
.lation ;  and  Zizim  was  removed  firom  Bourgneuf  to 
j3.o|ne,  where  he  was  received  with  considerable 
forap,  and  had  reason  to  congratulate  himself  on  a 
change  which  secured  him  the  external  respect  due 
.to  royalty,  and  agreeable  communion  with  enSghtcned 
and  Ulustrioys  men.  But  the  death  of  Innocent  ^dho 
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had  caledated  on  using  his  captive  as  a  firebiaad  in 
•the  East,  sadly  reversed  the  wanderer's  destiny*   Car- 
.dinal  Roderigo  de  Borgia,  who  succeeded  to  the 
pontificate,  by  the  title  of  Alexander  the  Sixth,  wm 
.one  of  the  most  unprincipled  men  that  had  ever  daa- 
iionoured  Saint  Peter's  chair ;  and,  atrociously  ve- 
nal in  all  his  transactions,  he  withdrew  Zizim  from 
'  the  custody  of  the  French  knights  who  acted  as  his 
attendants,  and  threw  him  into  dose  durance  in  the 
.casde  of  Saint  Angelo,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing, 
to  the  hi^est  bidder,  of  his  liberty  and  life.    Bajaset 
^vras  again  the  purchaser ;  and  the  triple-crowned  ty- 
ivant,  by  engaging  to  keep  his  prisoner  constantly 
.immured,  secured  an  annual  payment  of  forty  thou- 
sand ducats.     The  arrival  of  Charles  the  Eighth  of 
France  before  Rome,  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  ar- 
.my,  compelled  him  to  transfer  the  custody  of  the 
Tuikidb  Prince  to  that  monarch.     Zizim  was  given 
.up  to  Charles ;  but  poison  administered  by  the  agents 
.of  the  Pope,  on  the  eve  of  his  removal  to  the  French 
head-quarters,  cut  him  off  almost  in  the  same  hour 
•  that  he  arrived  in  the  presence  of  the  King ;  and  his 
.  murderer  received  from  Bajazet  three  hundred  thou- 
sand ducats,  as  the  price  of  his  blood. 

It  were  well  for  me  honour  of  the  Order  of  Saint 
•John,  if  the  chronicler  could  pass  over  in  sil^ice 
.this  black  page  in  its  annals.  Horror  and  shame 
•humbled  the  gray  hairs  of  D*Aubusson  in  the  dus^ 
.when  he  learned  the  tragical  termination  of  his  vic- 
tim's life  ;  and  the  circumstance  of  being  compelled 
.to  conceal  his  detestation  of  the  murderous  ac^  gave 
addittional  poignancy  to  his  grief.  Trouble,  too,  be- 
gan to  menace  the  Order  from  the  same  blood-stain- 
ed hand  that  had  cut  short  the  days  of  the  Turkish 
Iftvuee ;  and,  but  for  the  representations  of  the  TS^xrb 
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tdi  Airagon  and  CastHe,  ivho  supportDed  the  kni^to 
•in  their  protest  agsinst  papal  usurpatioiis,  llieir  pri» 
'vikges  and  independence  would  hsve  been  serionsly  in^ 
•vaded.  Startled  at  ihe  abfaoirent  spectacle  which  he 
•presented  to  the  Christian  world,  the  unworthy  repre* 
•fieiitatife  of  Saint  Peter  endeavoured  to  veoover  him^ 
(Self  in  p<^ukr  eetknation,  by  preaching  a  crusade. 
A  league  was  formed  by  the  principal  sov^reigna  of 
Europe  against  the  Turks,  and  the  Grrandmaaler  was 
nconiaBted-  Oeneralissimo  of  the  confedeimted  -flrmy. 
.^D'Aubussoiiy  who  placed  httle  reliance  on  .the  Pope's 
•flineerity,  would  have  decUned  the  honour ;  but  the 
Oo«ncil  represented,  that  it  would  be  derogait<»y  to 
-the  Order,  if  at  remained  mactire,  vdule  the  stan- 
dard of  the  Ct^ss  was  unfi:ffled  by  the  Europem 
Kings,  and  on  that  argument  he  accepted  it.  But 
:the  league  wbb  ultimately  disBolred,  without  any  sig- 
nal aehievmnent  being  peifonned  by  the  combined 
^squadrons.  A  French  fleet  under  Phflip  de  Cleves- 
'Bjvrestm  made  an  onsuccess^  descent  on  the  la^ 
and  oi  Mitykme,  and  Uie  Venetians  took  the  Isbnd 
oi  'SflDta  Maura  (  but  wiUi  these  successes  the  war 
•ended*  Setenl  •  princes  of  -the  league  made  peace 
with  Bajazet  by  sepaiate  treaties ;  and  the  Rhodians 
4StJa6ti>(^eld' their  own  enmgn  onoe  more  the  only 
^Mttigerant  &ig  in  the  Levant.  A  squadron  under 
the  'OOmnMuid  c/i  the  Chevalier  de  ViUangut,  captur- 
(6d  «  ieeti  of  TurkiA  and  Egyptian  vessels  riddy 
'hd^  and  bound  from  Alexandiia  to  Constantino- 
^e;  but 'this  priim,  thoi^  of  great  value,  was  but 
«midl  oonaolation  to  the  Orandmaster  for  the  desert 
tkai  of  lus  allies ;  and  he  was  glad  to  deprecate  the 
^^engeanoe  of  the  two  potent  -adversaries  vAmtn  he 
had  (defied,  bv  a  tacit  suspension  of  hostilities* 
it  is  p«B]ftd  to  reoovd  the  hist  acts  of  D'Aubus- 


sdft*8  life*  Li  the  m^moiibk  mge  m  wbich  he  ac 
^tsxed  s&  nmch  Tencywn,  the  Jewuii  pan  x)f  the  po* 
pmAtttioii  oontnbuied  hi  a  most  essential  degree  te  the 
dsfinoe  of  die  island ;  •  yet  he  imgrateiully  ^st  s^ht 
of'the  semoes  of  that  proscr^d  race,  and^  on  the 
ttstonptien  -that  they  were  the  heiteditary  energies  of 
the  Christkn  laith,- given  to  usury  and  addicted  to 
^mUous  crimes,  cruelly  -expelled  them  fpcfm  thek  po9-> 
$l«sions. '  Time  had  ehakea  the  mighty  mind,  which, 
at  a  perilous  msis,  had  been  the  sadvalion  of  the 
Gnler ;  and  his  latter  ^ays  were  dedicated  to  the  en^ 
iiotment  of  sumptsaiy  laws,  of  which  "some  histo^' 
loans  ^eak  in  tarm»  of  kodation,-  hut  which  appear 
to  hf^ie  been  the  Ibtik  edicts  of  a  dotardw  H4^ 
doathlNsd  waaembitteted by  the  intelligence,  that  the 
sanctified  assassin,  who  had  deprived  Zittm  of  life, 
bad  resumed  his  imipiitoiis  usurpation  of  die  spe* 
dfieprivilege?  of  the  Order;  and,  m  open  contempt 
«£  its  authority,  was  bestowing  the  richest  dignities 
«ii  his  minions.  •  At  eighty  years  of  age,  Peter 
D*' AubusBon  ^ed ;  imd,  notwkhstanding  these  shades 
on  his  otherwise  iIkistrioui»  character,  the  tears  of  hts 
Idiights  Allowed  the  savietff  of  Rhodes  and  the 
^*  buekler  of  Christendom  "^  to  his  grave. 
^  Emen  D'Amboise,  MKceeded  D'Aubusson,  as 
ChMftdmaster  ( 160^)  In  the  same  year  Pope  Alex- 
Blider  the  Sixth, «  monster  who- had  too  long  haras* 
«ed*  the  world  with  his  Crimes,  periidied  by  inadvertent- 
ly 4pui3mg  the  eontents  'of-  a  poisoned  goblet  which 
ka  had  •dragged'  for  the  purpose  of  shortening  the 
life '  of  one  ^of  <  his  pfoticvdar  fnends;  On  hearing  <tf 
ha»  deaths  D'Amboise,  who  was  at  the  court  of 
'E^anee  at  die  time,  cMpkiyed  in-  negotiations  cakw- 
iated  to  protect  the*  Orde^  -from  the  ui^ust  infract 
Mm  uy^  v^iiA  it  was  exposed-  from  papal  f«parity- 
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abandoned  his  diplomatic  labours  as  useless^  and'  re- 
paired to  Rhodes,  carrying  with  him,  as  a  present 
^m  the  French  King,  the  sword  which  Saint  Louia 
had  worn  in  his  crusades*  He  found  Rhodes  n^e- 
naced  by  the  Turks  and  the  Egyptians.  Amurath, 
son  of  the  unfortunate  Zizim,  hunted  from  Egypt, 
in  which  his  mother  and  brethren  had  found  an  asy- 
lum, threw  himself,  like  hif  &ther,  on  the  generosity 
c£  the  knights.  Bajazet,  in  revenge,  ordered  every 
corsair  that  scoured  the  Levant  to  harass  the  Rho-> 
dian  coast.  Amurath,  subsequently  became  a  Chris- 
tian, and  had  the  Castle  of  Ferade  in  Rhodes  asr 
•signed  him  as  a  residence,  where  he  led  a  tranquil 
and  exemplary  life.  The  Turkish  pirates,  combin- 
ing under  Camali,  a  &mous  commander,  made  de- 
scents on  Rhodes  and  its  dependencies ;  but  in  every 
instance  without  success.  Lero,  a  mere  rock,  was 
saved  by  the  presence  of  mind  of  Paul  Simeoni, 
a  young  Piedmontese  knight,  wbo  lined  the  vralb 
of  the  castle  with  peasants  and  women  habited  as 
knights,  at  the  sight  of  whom  the  Turks  hastily  re- 
tretied  to  their  ships.  Seven  flutes — ^long  vessels 
with  low  decks,  and  provided  with  oars  as  well  as 
sails,  which  Campson  Gauri  the  Sultan  of  Egypt 
had  equipped,  were  still  more  unfortunate.  It  was 
the  intention  of  their  commander  to  attack  Lango, 
jsnd  he  despatched  two  of  his  vessels  to  reconnoitre 
that  island,  but  they  were  intercqited  and  driven 
ashore  by  two  Rhodian  gallies.  Ine  crews  landed 
and  hid  themselves  in  the  island,  while  the  knights 
promptly  remanned  the  deserted  barks  with  Chris- 
tian soldiers  and  mariners,  and  sent  them  out  against 
the  main  body  of  the  Egyptian  fleet*  The  Egyp^ 
tian  admiral,  seeing  his  cruisers  returning,  unsuspid- 
onaly  pennitted  them  to  come  within  g^^oti  when 
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they  instantly  opened  a  furious  fire ;  and  at  the  same 
inoment  two  well-roaoned  Rhodian  gallies  swept 
round  a  headland,  and  pourdd  in  broadside  after 
broadside  into  the  Egyptian  line,  which  induced  the 
whole  of  the  squadron  to  surrender. 
*  In  the  same  year,  a  single  Rhodian  gdlley  oom- 
manded  by  the  Chevalier  de  Gastineau,  captured  a 
magnificent  Egyptian  canack,>  which  the  Egyptians 
boastingly  termed  the  Queen  of  the  Sea,  bound  for 
Constantinople  with  immense  wealth.  This  vessel, 
which  had  long  been  watched  by  the  knights,  was 
of  enormous  bulk.  The  mast  of  a  common  galley 
barely  rose  the  height  of  her  prow ;  it  took  six  men' 
to  embrace  her  mast,  and  she  had  seven  tiers  or 
decks,  two  of  which  were  under  water.  For  defence/ 
she  carried  a  hundred  guns,  and  a  thousand  soldiers, 
independent  of  her  crew.  Gastineau,  lay  in  wait  off 
Candia  for  this  vast  bark,  and,  when  within  cannon- 
shot,  sent  his  long-boat  to  summon  her  to  surrender. 
The  Saracen  captain  returned  a  proud  and  insolent 
answer ;  and  the  Rhodians,  who  had  dropped  dose  to 
the  carrack  during  the  parley,  suddenly  opened  their 
guns.  •  The  first  discharge  killcid  the  captain  of  the 
carrack  and  several  of  his  bravest  officers ;  and  thd 
survivors,  rather  than  sustain  another  broadside,  pull- 
ed down  their  flag,  and  stnick.  The  crew  were  after- 
wards redeemed  at  an  immense  ransom. 

Three  years  afterwards  (1510),  inflated  by  the- 
remembrance  of  these  triumphs,  the  Grandmaster 
prevailed  on  the  council  to  send  a  squadron  to  the 
coast  of  Cilicia,  to  hatass  a  colony  of  iship-builders 
whom  the  Sultan  of  Egypt  had  despatched,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Turkish  emperor,  to  fit  out  a  new  ar-' 
mament  in  that  richly  wooded  country.  The  com- 
mand of  this  fleet,  which  consisted  partly  of  galliea 
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fad  partly  of  high-dedfiBd  vessels,  iaieliidu!i|[  ^ 
great  canrack»  was  intrusted  joiiitfy  to  Aadrow  ]>V 
Amaraly  a  Portuguese  kni^t,  and  a  Freitf^b  ^kmw* 
Uer,  Villiers  de  Hsk  Adam.  Both  these  knig^ 
were  brave,  and  well  skilled  in  BMuiitiiQe  affaics^  bt* 
inordinate  pnde  and  eoneeit  ohsctired  the  mililary 
virtuesof  the  Portuguese.  The  two  adflurals  fs«m 
to  issue  while  aH  se»  respecting  the  mode  in  whioh 
they  dbould  attack  the  enemy*  L'lsle  Adami.  wish* 
^  to  lie  in  wait  to  inteno^t  the  Egyptian  fieel  on 
its  homeward  voyage,  whik  D'Amaial  was  fop  nm^ 
aing  boldly  into  the  gulf  in  which  it  was  anehomb 
and  giving  it  £iirbattle«  The  debate  9»K0d  so  hot  th«t 
tb^  disputants  ipwie  oa  the  point  of  decidkig  it  wid^ 
tfheir  swords ;  but  at  kn^  the  good  sense  of  L'Ue 
Adam  induiced  him  to  |^ve  wa^and  the  fleet  enteied 
tiie  bay  uepared  for  action. .  The  Egyptiaa  admiralf 
who  had  isrowded  bis  vessels*  with  laiid  Ibroes,  la* 
ther  invited  than  flbuimed  an  eagagemeaft.  By  dint 
of  superior  seamanship*,  the  IUM>diAnsi'gMiied  th^ 
wind  of  ^e  eaaemyi  mi  ftic  three  heunsih^ fleela 
maintained  a  SM^uinaiy  %bt.  At  the  eadi  of  >tha( 
time»  tbfi  BbocUm  boaided  tbeiir  adversaries.  .-jge« 
veral.Egyptiaa  sh^  aaxmndered^  while  the  evewa 
of  the  others  deserted  dien^  and.  fled  to  iherahore ; 
but  their  edmiraU  Wio.  w«»  youngs  aod  a  near  Idne* 
man  of  the  Sultan  hie.  master^. died  heaoainUy  aa 
his  own  daok*  Elevw  shipa-aad  four-  gpJKes  w^re 
oaptured  hf  the  ki^ghtfi^  eiid  the  remainder  destroy-r 
ed«  The  runawaya  aieie  pwaued  onahore^  and 
many  of  them  tdcen  mdffm»  slaves.;  while  the  tim- 
ber wiiyuah.  the  £g|«ti4aeaiyeiitei«hsdfaanad'wnBeet^ 
Qafire.and.bu<»ei9L  iTbis  victorys  atonee  leplen^ 
*  isbed  dteitre^Huiyi  and>iiiad«rlttsl»  oa  the>hist.daya 
of  dw  GrondiMfftwftSAnibftimw.  <Ha  difii  i&i6^ 


al  tii6  maliioe  age  of  seventy^^ighty  having  enjoyMt 
the  supiisiiic  di^ty  nine  years* 

Gay  de  Blaiichefi>rt»  the  same  Fxendi  knight  tmIici 
had  been  intnisted  with  the  custody  of  the  unfoitu*^ 
nate   Zuma  :  dnrinff  his  eaptivity  in  Europey   sue* 
ceeded  tathe  gnnoBiastasship.     Blanehe£nrt  was  in' 
Fiance  at  the  time  of  his  election ;  hot  a  ninMmr 
being  pwvalent  that  liM^Tuiks  contempkled  another 
descent  on  Rhodes^  he'  instantly  emWked  for  that 
iskmdy  thou^  the  state  of  his  health  was  sudi  as  lo> 
incapacitate  him  from  snRtaini^ig  the  exotioa  inci* 
dent  to  die  .voyage.    Off  Tn^mni  in.  Sicily,  his  ill- 
ness assumed  a  iitaL  aspecty  md.  hu  attendants  en^ 
tieated  him.to.land;.  but  he  peraisled  in  prosecnting 
has  voyage^  tea  tJ»e  giound,^  that,  vmre  he  to  iae  so 
near  Rome,;  Jnliffft^e  Seoeiid,  one  of  the  most  am«^' 
bitious.ponfeifiE'wiia  had  efser  sat  in  JSaint  Peter's^ 
ohair,  and/ifvte  had  for  soaw  time  been*  indii^iiensly 
exerting  himaelf  to  secnse  v  die^  ooK^peiatioa  of  thet 
Ordiot  i»  his  warlike  piojeets,  would  usuqp^  the' 
pitvil^e  of  the  council  and  nomiDate>  the  next' 
Gxandnaatav.  ..Off  the  island  of  jSante,  deadiK^osed* 
Bhmchefovlrjiieamer!;  Mid,  at  his  ovm  re^pwsfl,  d^ttt- 
saoling  Quawl  ^waa  deepatdied  to  Rhodes^  withia* 
junctions  to  ^  eonneil  to  lose*  no  time  m  eleeting* 
anew  duei'  On  the.day< subsequent 4o  its enrrival 
(Decenbee  I4^l&l3^i  ^knsao.  GaMto,  Admind 
of.  the.0^d6r«w^'..S8m«  iMustrione-  Italian  kn^bt' 
who  had>.&Knght'.  aids/  by- inside'  with  . ]>' Aubussen^ 
amid  the. niuis. ef  iStoMt  ^^^oitoks'•'  Tower^— was' 
djaaaa.G&rft^Awirteriin  fcia  steaA  •••  -' 

1^  Mgn  4>ii  tbej«yysto»^  fiajaBfll^  bud  terminat-' 
ed  in'tbeypiweediDg'ipaf^- » iPoisoai,  administeired' 
thvowb  .thetagBAcyi^' '  SUim^  1^  most  warl&e  aild. 
aiidatioiii«£' hi»;aensr  •eiit<biin:<'6«ddedy  from  the 
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earth;  and  his  murderer  ascended  a  throne  stained- 
with  his  Other's  and  his  hrothers'  hloody  to  harass  the: 
wcnrld  with  new  alarms.     The  Shah  of  PerBia,  rout- 
ed by  him  in  a  pitched  battle,  was  glad  to  solicit' 
the  alliance  of  the  Knights  of  Rhodes ;  and  in  the 
league  which  was  formed  between  them,  Campson 
Gauri,  Sultan  of  Egypt,  was  included,  at  his  own 
special  request.     Syria  had  long  been  harassed  by 
the  Turks ;  and  the  Egyptian  foresaw,  that  the  mo- 
ment the  Ottoman  banner  came  to  be  firmly  plant- 
ed in  the  Holy  Land,  the  main  bulwieurk  of  his  in- 
dep^idence  would  be  swept  away.     His  anxie^  to 
avert  this  event  accelerated  its  arrivaL     Selim,  find- 
ing it  impossible  to  disengage  him  from  the  Persian 
league,  turned  his  whole  forces  against  him ;  and  inthe 
course  of  four  years,  Syria,  Palestine,  part  of  Arabia, 
and  all  Egypt,  were  prostrated  at  the  Ottoman's  feet.' 
The  dominion  of  the  Mameluke  princes  was  com-  • 
pletely  subverted  by  these  conquests ;  and  two  trait-- 
ors,  who  had  abandoned  their  Sultan  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  were  installed  as  governors  of  the  subjugat- 
ed states.      Having  thus  avenged  himself  of  his 
Egyptian  adversary,  Selim  began  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  conquering  Rhodes,  when,  in  1520,  an 
acute  disease  prematurely  terminated  his  reign. 

Sc^yman  the  first,  sumamed  the  Magnifioent, 
Selim's  only  son,  succeeded  to  his  cro^  and  em- 
jnre.  This  prince,  the  most  illustrious  of  the  Otto- 
man line,  was,  in  the  course  of  his  long  and  glori- 
ous reign,  thd  contemporary  of  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth,  Francis  the  First  of  France,  Elizabeth 
Queen  of  England,  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scot»— all 
of  them  sovereigns  whose  names  occupy  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  annals  of  Europe.  Solyman 
had  barely  arrived  at  manhood,  wh^  he  was  ekvat-. 
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ed  to  the  throne ;  and  Gazelles,  the  Mameluke 
governor  of  Syria,  conceiving  the  opportunity  fe- 
vourable  for  diaking  off  the  Turkish  yoke,  rashly 
unfurled  the  banner  of  revolt.  Aware  of  the  mighty 
power  with  which  he  had  to  contend,  he  applied  to 
the  Rhodians  for  military  stores.  The  Grandmas- 
ter, delighted  to  see  disunion  separating  the  here- 
ditary adversaries  of  the  Order,  not  only  granted  the 
ordnance  and  ammunition  Solicited,  but  sent  along 
with  them  several  skilful  officers  to  superintend  the 
guns.  But  the  Mamelukes  were  defeated  in  their 
first  encounter  with  the  Turkish  troops ;  and  Ga- 
zelles, afi;er  performing  prodigies  of  valoiu*,  died  on 
the  field.  His  death  put  an  end  to  the  insurrection, 
and  lefl  Solyman  leisure  to  mature  his  plans  for 
the  reduction  of  Rhodes,  the  conquest  of  which  he 
held  to  be  a  tribute  due  to  his  father's  manes.  Po- 
licy, however,  induced  him  first  to  disperse  a  war- 
cloud  which  had  risen  qn  his  northern  frontier ;  and 
while  his  army  was  engaged  there  in  besieging  Bel- 
grade, the  Order  of  Saint  John  lost  its  Grandmaster. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

JSUction  qfX,*JMe  Adam —  Corre9ponden<»  with  the  JSmpenr 
Sciymai^'—Ifew  deehration  of  loar  between   Turkey  and 
Hu  KaightB — Defrngive  PreparatUm^^Arrivtd  ttf  ^ 
Twkiah  Armament — GalUmtry  qfPr^an  de  Bidoux^^ 
Opming  of  the  Turkish  Trenches — Arrival  of  the  Stdtam 
Sclymqn—His  stratagem  to  reanimate  his  Troops — At- 
tacks on  Hie  Tower  of  Saint  yichoku,  and  JSasHone  sf 
'  £ngittndj  Italy,  iS^potn,  Protenee  and  Auvergne^^  Severn 
iff  of  Sofyman  towards  kis  Generals — Menemed  fltwmjfa 
on  the  J^aations-^The   CkanleBor  D*  Amoral  accused  of 
Treason^JSis  Execution^' Sangtdnary  struggle   at   me 
Bastion  of  Spain —  Offers  of  Capitulation  rejeUed — The 
City  dedared  untemdi^^PiteiJle  Negotiations — JUnewtd 
of  MostiUties-^Ckqntukition^JUJMe  Adaals,  internets 
wUh  Solgtnan'^Diparture  of  the  Knights  from  JRhodes, 

Caretto  died  in  1521,  and  three  candidates  as- 
pired to  the  vacant  dignity.  These  were,  Andrew 
D' Amaral,  Grand  Prior  of  Castile ;  Sir  •  Thonuu 
Docray,  Grand  Prior  of  England;  and  Philip  Villiers 
de  L'Ide  Adam,  Grand  Prior  of  France,  The  ar- 
rogance of  D'Amaral  so  completely  disgusted  the 
Chapter  that  he  was  unanimously  rejected,  and  the 
▼otes  were  divided  between  the  Enghsh  and  Frendi 
knights.  The  Englishman  possessed  considerable 
natural  abilities,  great  experience  in  diplomacy^  and 
had,  moreover,  a  princely  revenue  to  recommena  him ; 
while  in  point  ci  mental  qualifications  alone  was  his 
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rival  Us  equal.  The  greftt  prepcmderance  of  French 
imfluencey  however,  decided  the  vote^  aad  L'Isle  Adam 
waa  declared  Grandmaster. 

L'Isk  Adkun  was  m  France  when  he  was  elected, 
but  he  lost  no  time  in  lepaixing  to  Rhodes.  He 
sailed  &om  Marseilles  in  the  great  carrack,  and 
had  only  heen  a  day  or  two  at  sea,  when,  through 
tke  cardessness  of  one  of  his  attoidants,  the  veesd 
took  fire.  The  seamen,  panic-struck  by  the  fiiry 
Off  the  conflagration,  were  tor  deserting  the  ship,  and 
making  to  the  shore  in  four  feluccas  which  bore 
her  oompany ;  hut  the  resolution  of  L'Isle  Adam, 
who  prohibited  every  man  firom  leaving  his  post  un- 
der pain  of  deathx  restored  subordination,  and  in- 
spire the  crew  with  energy  to  extinguish  the  flames. 
Scarcely  was  this  peril  sunnounted,  when  a  new  one 
beset  thera.  A  furioiis  tempest  rose ;  and  while  the 
eairack,  at  all  times  cUtadbrous  and  unmanageable^  was 
labouring  through  the  mountainous  waves,  a  thunder*  . 
bolt  &11  on  her  stem,  kiUed  nine  men,  and  shivered 
the  Gvandmaater's  sword  to  pieees  in  its  scabbard. 
The  mariners,  in  all  ages  and  eountariea  a  supersti-* 
tious  race,  regarded  the  latter  circumstance  as  a  pre- 
sage of  dismal  import ;  and  even  the  attendant  knights 
3K}ke  of  it  as  a  disastrous  omen.  Lisle  Adam 
one  scouted  these  womanish  alarms.  He  ran  into 
Syracuse  to  refit ;  and  the  moment  kis  ship  was  in  a 
Qondition  €ot  sea,  resumed  his  voyage,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  advice  that  Curtoglu,  a  noted  corsair,  lay 
tn  wait  for  him  off  Cape  St  Angelo,  with  a  superior 
fi}rce.  By  judicious  seamanships  the  carrack  dou- 
bled the  penlous  headland  under  the  cbud  of  night, 
without  encountering  an  enemy,  and  arrived  safe  at 
Kbodes,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Order. 

Ju  the  summer  of  1^21  f  Bdgrade,.the  bulwark  of 
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Hungary,  surrendered  to  Solyman;  and  he  feiind 
himself  at  leisure  to  complete  his  arrangements  for 
the  conquest  of  Rhodes.  Notwithstanding  the  di« 
van,  which  he  always  consulted,  was  divided  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  enterprise,  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  abandon  it.  Mustapha  Pasha,  a  young 
and  ardent  soldier,  who  had  married  his  sister,  and 
Curtoglu,  the  pirate,  were  the  principal  advocates  of 
the  project.  In  order  to  guage,  as  it  were,-  the  abi- 
lities of  the  Christian  knights  with  whom  he  was 
about  to  enter  the  lists,  in  an  arena  from  which  the 
legions  of  one  of  his  most  warlike  predecessors  had 
returned  covered  with  disgrace,  Solyman,  b^»e  un« 
furling  his  standard,  addressed  the  Grandmaster  by 
letter  in  the  following  terms. 

"  Sohffnan,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of 
KingSy  Lord  of  Lordsy  Most  High  Emperor  of 
Byzantium  and  Trebizond,  Most  Mighty  King  of 
Persia,  Arabia,  Syria  and  Egypt,  Supreme  Lord 
of  Europe  and  Asia,  Prince  ^  Mecca  and  Alep^ 
po.  Master  of  Jerusalem,  and  Ruler  of  the  Uni^ 
versal  Sea, — To  Philip  ViUiers De Lisle  Adam, 
Grandmaster  of  the  Isle  of  Rhodes,  greeting: 

'^  I  congratulate  thee  on  thy  new  dignity,  and 
thy  arrival  in  thy  dominions.  Mayest  thou  reign 
there  long  and  happily,  and  obscure  the  dory  of  diy 
predecessors  I  I  offer  thee  our  friendship,  and  en- 
treat thee  not  to  be  the  last  of  our  allies  to  give  us* 
joy  for  our  triuftiphs  over  the  Hungarian  King, 
whom  we  have  stripped  of  the  strong  fortress  of 
Belgrade,  afler  having  wasted  his  territories  with 
fire  and  sword,  and  carried  away  many  of  his  people* 
From  Constantinople — ^Farewell. " 

The  Grandmaster,  who  saw  in  this  letter  only  a 
hidden  menace,  and.  who  had  just  seen  several  mer* 
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ehitotmen  enter  the  port,  after  being  roughly  han- 
dled by  the  pirate  Curtoglu  in  the  neighbouring 
strait,  returned  the  following  answer : — 

*^  I  understand  right  weU  the  meaning  of  thy  let- 
ter* It  is  as  pleasing  to  me  to  be  called  thy  £riend, 
as  it  will  be  displeasing  to  the  pirate  Curtoglu  to 
learn,  that  thou  hast  tendered  me  thy  friendship. 
That  corsair  sought  to  make  me  captive  on  my 
voyage  from  France  ;  but,  failing  in  the  project,  he 
'  has  since  stole  by  night  into  the  Rhodian  waters, 
and  attempted  to  plunder  several  ships  and  barks 
belonging  to  our  ports.  The  gallies  of  the  Order, 
however,  have  driven  him  homeward,  and  torn  seve- 
ral prizes  from  his  grasp  in  the  moment  of  flight. 
From  Rhodes — FareweU.  " 

The  Grandmaster,  not  caring  to  trust  one  of  his 
knights  in  the  power  of  a  prince  who  sat  on  the 
throne  of  the  "  Manslayer,  "  and  whose  native  mag- 
nanimity was  yet  unknown,  forwarded  his  answer  by 
a  Grecian  messenger.  This  breach  of  etiquette  led 
to  some  further  correspondence,  which  terminated 
in  open  defiance*  The  Rhodians  suspected  that  the 
main  object  of  these  letters  was  to  entrap  some 
loiight  of  renown  in  the  capacity  of  ambassador,  and 
wring  from  him  by  torture  a  full  account  of  the  de- 
fences of  the  city ;  and  the  following  circumstance 
proved  the  accuracy  of  this  suspicion.  While  the 
intentions  of  the  Sultan  were  yet  dubious,  or  at 
least  not  distinctly  avowed,  signal-fires  were  kin- 
dled on  the  Lycian  shore ;  and  the  Rhodians,  who 
knew  them  to  indicate  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
Turks  to  hold  a  parley,  despatched  Mennetou,  a 
French  knight,  with^  a  well-manned  galley,  across 
$he  Strait*  Mennetou  carried  with  him  a  Kbodian 
luuoed  Jaxi>  who  spoke  the  Turkish  language,  and 
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had  ftoqaBintances  on  the  mainland,  wS^  instrecdons 
to  ascertain,  as  &r  as  praotioable,  the  Sokan's  de- 
signs. On  nearing  the  hostile  coast,  Mennatoo 
descried  a  group  of  Tm^  apparently  merchants, 
oongregated  near  a  fountain,  witli  abundanoe  of  mer- 
chandise spread  out  around  them.  These  men  ear- 
nestly invited  the  Christians  to  land,  and  sent  on 
board  a  richly  dressed  Tork,  as  a  pledge  that  th^ 
intentions  were  amicable ;  whereupon  Jaxi  was  puft 
4ffih<»e ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  fk&ly  in  the  midst  of 
them,  than  the  £Eibe  traders,  who  were  in  realky  sol- 
diers in  disguise,  made  him  ]»isonar.  On  witness- 
mg  this  act  of  treachery,  Mennetou  bore  away  fat 
Rhodes  with  his  hostage,  who,  instead  of  a  grandee^ 
as  hvs  garments  betokened  him,  turned  out  to  be  an 
ignorant  peasant,  decked  out  for  the  occasion.  Jaxi 
was  hurried  to  Constantinople  ;  and,  afier  being  ex- 
posed to  protracted  tortures,-  divulged  all  he  knew 
r^arding  the  defences  of  the  island.  Hie  atrocity 
of  this  act  rests  less  probably  with  the  Sultan  tha^ 
with  his  minions.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  deposi- 
tions of  Jaxi  encouraged  him  to  make  an  immediate 
declaration  of  his  designs  on  Rhodes ;  for  he  had 
risen  so  £ax  superior  to  the  brutal  usages  of  his  feie- 
&ther8,  as  to  scorn  to  steal  t^r-l£e  on  his  prey. 
Signal-fires  were  again  kindled  on  the  Lycian  eoast ; 
and  the  galley  which  was  despatched  to  «R8W«r 
them,  brought  back  a  fermal  annuncia^on  of  war. 
With  the  pomp  of  his  race,  the  Sultan  caMed  vpen 
the  knights  to  surrender  their  strongholds,  in  wmdi 
case  he  solemnly  pledged  himself  to  gnmt  them  a 
safe  and  honourable  convoy  i&om  the  island ;  but,  m 
die  event  of  their  resistance,  he  Bwote  to  immolata 
one  and  all  of  them  at  their  guns,  and  to  levd  the 
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walls  and  bastions  mth  the  grass  that  grew  at  their 
foundations. 

This  was  language  that  required  no  answer  from 
men  rallied  round  a  banner  which,  for  four  hun* 
dred  years,  had  waved  proudly  in  the  front  of  Pay- 
nim  battle.  The  Grandmaster  and  his  brethren  made 
haste  to  complete    the  arrangements,   which    had 
long  been  in  progress,  to  strengthen  and  provision 
the  city.    Instructed  by  the  example  of  the  Grand- 
master D*Aubu8son   durin^r  the  former  sies^e,  the 
vill«  in  the  subuA,  wT^ed,  and  .U  Jfo«ge 
in  the  island  stored  within  the  walls.     Three  com- 
missioners, Gabriel  de  Pommerols,  John  Buck,  of 
the  langui^  of  England,  and  the  Chancellor  D' Ama- 
ral,  were  nominated  to  superintend  the  replenish- 
ment of  the  magazines ;  and  vessels  were  despatch- 
ed to  Candia,  Sicily,  Naples,  and  even  France,  for 
grain,  wine,  powder,  arms,  and  men.      Anthony 
Bosio,  a  serving-brother  of  great  enterprise  and  sa- 
gacity, was  intrusted  vnth  the  mission  to  Candia, 
and  easily  succeeded  in  shipping  the  stores  he  was 
sent  in  search  of ;  but  he  found  it  a  more  arduous 
Undertaking  to  secure  the  services  of  five  hundred 
Cretan  archers,  whidi  the  Grandmaster  was  anxious 
to  obtain.     The  Candiot  governor  was  apprehensive 
of  drawing  down  the  vengeance  of  the  Turks  on  his 
own  idand ;  and  therefore  forbade,  by  public  pro- 
damation,  any  of  his  subjects  engaging,  under  pain 
of  death,  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes.     By  judicious 
management,  however,  and  probably  with  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Governor,  Bosio  not  only  secured  all 
the  troops  he  desired,  but  prevailed  on  Gabriel  Mar- 
tinigo,  a  Venetian  engineer  of  distinguished  repu- 
tation, to  embark  privately  in  a  felucca  and  join  the 
Order.     The  Candiots  sent  two  fiist-sailing  vessels 
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in  pursuit  of  Martinigo ;  but  Bosio  eluded  them 
by  an  adroit  manceuvre  at  sea,  and,  passing  safely 
through  a  Turkiish  squadron  at  the  dead  of  nigh^ 
exukingly  entered  the  port,  and  presented  the  Vene- 
tian to  the  Grandmaster.  He  was  received  with 
greater  distinction  than  if  he  had  won  a  battle ;  and 
Martinigo,  who  was  a  man  of  illustrious  descent,  and 
full  of  that  generous  contempt  of  danger  which 
prompts  the  soldier  to  noble  deeds,  not  only  cheerfully 
engaged  to  use  his  utmost  exertion  to  strengtheai  the 
works  and  contribute  to  the  salvation  of  the  city, 
but  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm  threw  himself  at  the 
Grandmaster's  feet,  and  entreated  that,  as  he  was  de« 
termined  to  share  the  fate  of  the  Order,  let  it  be  ever 
so  disastrous,  he  might  be  received  as  a  brother,  and 
thereby  enabled  to  appear  in  battle  with  the  cross  of 
Saint  John  on  his  breast.  His  election  was  unani^ 
mous ;  a  considerable  pension  was  awarded  to  him 
imtil  a  suitable  commandery  should  become  vacant, 
and  he  was  named  Inspector-general  of  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  admitted  into  several  other  confidential 
offices.  Under  his  superintendance  the  walls  and 
towers  were  carefully  repaired ;  the  rampants  height- 
ened, ravelins  built  before  the  gates,  and  casemates 
made  in  the  flanks  of  the  bastions.  The  counter- 
scarp was  mined  and  primed  with  gunpowder,  ready 
to  be  fired  by  subterranean  trains  on  the  first  emer- 
gency ;  and  trenches  were  dug,  and  forts  and  barri- 
cades erected  in  eVery  street. 

"But,  though  the  knights  manifested  a  truly  heroic 
spirit,  there  were  among  them  men  whom  selfish 
considerations  betrayed  into  partial  derelictions  from 
their  duty.  The  succours  which  the  Grandmaster 
had  summoned  fi*om  the  remote  possessions  of  the 
Order,  were  tardily  and  niggarmy  forwarded;  and 


FORTY'SECOKD  GRANDMASTER.  47 

several  of  the  European  commanders  showed  a  dis- 
creditable indifference  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state. 
Jn  Rhodes  itself,  a  cabal,  fomented  by  the  Chancel- 
lor D^Amaral,  broke  out  among  the  Italian  knights. 
On  the  argument,  that  the  Pope,  Adrian  the  Sixth, 
had,  to  their  great  prejudice,  usurped  the  patronage 
of  their  commanderies,  they  requested  leave  to  repair 
in  a  body  to  Rome,  and  represent  their  grievances. 
The  Grandmaster  firmly  refused  to  permit  their  de- 
partiure  at  such  a  juncture ;  and  the  malecontents, 
exasperated  at  his  refusal,  and  misled  by  perfidious 
advice,  seized  a  vessel,  in  direct  contravention  of  his 
authority,  and  retired  to  Candia.  The  Grandmastea* 
instantly  proclaimed  them  rebels  and  cravens,  and,  bjr 
a  decree  of  the  council,  they  were  deprived  of  the 
habit  of  the  Order.  Unwilling,  however,  to  lose  the 
services  of  a  considerable  number  of  brave  knights  at 
a  time  when  the  very  existence  of  the  state  was  at 
stake,  the  Grandmaster  despatched  a  confidental  me- 
diator to  Candia,  by  whose  representations  the  de- 
serters were  induced  to  return  to  Rhodes,  and  throw 
themselves  on  their  superior's  clemency,  with  a  pro- 
test that  they  were  ready  to  wash  out  the  stain  on 
their  honour  with  their  blood.  The  Grandmaster 
graciously  forgave  them ;  and  they  were  permitted  to 
resume  the  habit  which  they  had  forfeited,  and  to  take 
their  station  once  more  in  the  Christian  ranks. 

A  general  review  of  his  troops  satisfied  L'Isle  Adam, 
that  his  whole  reliance  was  on  the  spirit  that  animated 
them— ^not  on  their  numerical  strength.  The  garrison 
with  which  he  contemplated  defiance  to  the  legions 
of  Solyman,  amounted  only  to  about  five  thousand 
regular  troops— six  hundred  of  whom  were  knights. 
In  addition  to  diis  force,  the  mariners  of  the  port 
formed  themselves  into  an  efficient  band ;  and  the 
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'ckizens  also  took  up  arms,  but  with  mudb  leas  coa^ 
fngt  than  they  had  manifested  in  the  fonner  siegew 
,  The  peasants,  who  crowded  into  the  city,  were  d»- 
•ciplined  to  serve  «s  pioneers ;  and  the  very  slavvs 
were  made  to  work  at  the  fortifications,  and  contri- 
bute to  the  general  defence.  The  knights,  the  bet- 
ter class  of  citizens,  and  the  mariners  of  the  poi^ 
^fere  animated  by  the  noblest  enthusiasm ;  and  never 
had  die  fortifications  been  in  a  more  pei^sct  cona- 
tion. As  has  already  been  mentioned,  the  city  was 
encompassed  hy  a  double  wati,  strengthened  by  ihsp' 
teen  towers,  five  of  which  stood  within  rav^ins  and 
bastions,  covered  by  barbacans  otjausse-bra^es,  and 
other  advanced  woiks.  The  principal  ditch  was 
wide  and  deep,  the  counterscarp  well  &ced  and 
palisaded,  and  the  adjacent  ooun^  completdy  com- 
raanded  by  cannon  of  various  calibre.  Grenade^ 
fire-pots,  and  enormous  blocks  of  stone,  were  piled 
tip  for  immediate  use  in  every  bastion  ;  several  shipa 
laden  with  filones  and  rnbbi^  were  sunk  at  the  ea^ 
trance  of  the  bay  fix)m  which  the  Turks  had  assailed 
&e  Mole  of  Saint  Nicholas  in  the  former  siege ;  and 
ike  port  was  shut  by  a  double  chain.  From  the 
glacis  to  the  very  centre  of  the  city,  there  was  a  con- 
tinued succession  of  fortifications,  none  of  whidi 
could  be  carried  •  without  an  immense  sacrifice  of 
life ;  and  Rhodes^  in  these  last  days  of  its  giory^ 
tftood  the  strongest,  as  it  luid  long  been  one  of  the 
fidrest,  cities  of  the  East. 

The  Grandmaster  selected  the  most  redoidited 
Imights  to  fin  the  posts  of  honour  and  danger.  The 
Venetian  Martinigo,  assisted  by  the  knigbts  Nueies 
md  Britto,  superintended  the  fortifications;  while 
the  oommmd  of  the  artillery  devolved  on  Didier  d% 
Tholon  de  Saint  Mile.     The  bastion  of  Auvei^nt 
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ins  confided  to  the  kaadnt  Da  Mesnil — ^that  of  Pko- 
venoe  to  Berenger  de  Lioncel— that  of  England  to 
Nidbofaw  Hasse^ — that  of  Italy  to  Andelot  GentMi 
— *and  ihat  of  Sjpain  to  Francis  des  Caniepes.    Ray- 
mond Roger  commanded  in  the  quarter  of  Auver- 
gi^e-— Raymond  de  Ricard  in  that  of  Provence — ^ 
commander  Valdaer  in  that  of  Germany — ^William 
Ooazon  in  ^tuJL  of  England^^Geoige  Einar  in  that 
of  Italy — and  John  de  Barbaran  luid  Enard  SoUier 
in  those  of  Castile  and  Arcagoa^--while  Joadiim  de 
Sunt  Aubin,  at  the  head  of  the  flower  of  the  French 
Knig^tBy  was  intmsted  widi  the  de^ce  of  the  wally 
firam  tiie  French  tower  to  the  gate  of  Saint  Ambrose. 
The  defence  of  the  quarter  of  Saint  Mary  of  Vic- 
tory, ihe  weakest  point  of  the  fortifications^  was  un- 
dertaken by  li'Isk  Adam  himsetf ;  and,  quitting  his 
fwdaoe,  he  took  i;^  his  abode,  along  with  the  knightB 
whom  he  had  selected  to  %ht  by  his  side,  in  a 
house  in  the  immediate  vicinity  4)f  that  bulwark.  The 
Kni^sts  Grand-carosses  D'Amaral,.  John  Buck,  Peter 
4e  Cluys,  and  Gregory  de  Morgut,  were  named 
Aii^Qtant8"geBenl,  with  the  command  of  moveaUb 
eorps-de-reserve  ;  while  Gabriel  de  Pommerols  wm 
appointed  Lieutenant-general,  and  the  ChevaHer  de 
Bonneval  oonunander  of  the  Grandmasters  guards* 
Two  corps  of  six  hundred  men  each  were  orderad 
to  patrol  l^e  city  day  and  night;  and  their  com*- 
manders  were  empowered  to  judge  and  punidi  mala* 
Actors  with  death,  under  the  mere  reservation  of 
appeal  to  the  Grandmaster..    Twenty  knights,  and 
wee  hundred  chosen  soldiers,  under  the  command 
of  Guyot  de  Castelane,  a  brave  gray-haired  Pn> 
Tea^al  knight,  were  intrusted-  with  we  defence  of 
^le  Tower  of  Saint  Nicholas,  which  was  still  re* 
l^axded  as  the  key  of  the  city ;  ani,  lastly^  a  knight 
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of  Dauphiny,  named  Anthony  de  Grol^e,  bad  tbe 
honourable  post  of  bearing  the  great  standard  of  the 
Order.  To  ensure  the  fidelity,  and  encourage  the 
zeal  of  the  citizens,  the  Latin  and  Greek  metro- 
politan Archbishops  were  instructed  to  enforce,  in 
their  sermons,  the  necessity  and  merit  of  a  courage- 
ous resistance.  AU  the  inhabkants  of  the  smaller 
islands  were  invited  to  repair  to  Rhodes,  to  avoid 
the  fiiry  of  the  Turks ;  and  many  of  these  refugiees 
proved  themselves  valiant  and  efficient  soldiers,  by  re- 
solutely defending  the  castles  of  Lindo,  Feracle,  and 
other  small  fortresses  in  remote  parts  of  the  island. 

It  was  a  sight  of  sorrow  to  the  citizens  of  Rhodes, 
to  see  the  peasantry  enter  the  capital  laden  with 
•their  household  goods,  and  followed  by  their  weep- 
ing wives  and  children.  These  poor  people  fek  that 
ruin  had  already  overtaken  them,  and  that,  in  the 
^recesses  of  a  besieged  city,  privation  and  death  would 
certainly  be  their  lot.  In  the  course  of  the  siege, 
the  cattle  which  they  brought  along  with  them  weie 
&mished ;  and  pestilence,  generated  by  their  putiid 
remains,  scourged  the  island  long  after  the  war-Uast 
had  passed  away. 

Lffite  in  the  spring  of  1522,  Solyman,  having 
completed  his  arrangements,  ordered  a  mighty  arr 
mament  to  put  to  sea.  He  named  Mustapha  Pasha, 
his  &vourite  and  brother-in-law,  genenmasimo  of 
the  land  forces,  and  the  pirate  Curtoglu,  admiral  of 
'the  fleet.  Mustapha  had  imder  him  Achmet  Padia, 
an  able  engineer,  and  Pyrrhus  Pasha,  an  aged  ddei 
ci  great  sagacity,  who  had  been  the  Sultan's  ^ver- 
nor,  and  enjoyed  his  entire  confidence,  and  who  atr 
tended  the  general  rather  as  a  counsellor  than  as  a 
lieutenant.  The  defenceless  islands,  which  acknow* 
ledged  the  sovereignty  of  the  knights  in  theadjli- 
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cent  6^  sustained  the  first  burst  of  Turkish  ven- 
geanee.  The  fruitful  island  of  Lango  was  nearly 
kid  waste  by  a  body  of  marauders ;  but,  through 
l^e  t^our  of  the  governor,  Prejan  de  Bidoux,  a 
French  knight,  they  were  driven  back  with  loss 
to  their  ships.  While  the  grand  expedition  was 
rraidezvousing  in  the  Lycian  ports,  twenty  Turk- 
ic gallies  manceuvred  almost  daily  in  the  middle 
of  the  adjacent  strait,  in  the  hope  of  alluring  the 
Rhodian  squadron  out  to  battle;  and,  when  they 
found  the  latter  too  cautious  to  risk  an  engagement 
in  a  spot  where  it  ran  a  hazard  of  being  assailed 
by  an  overwhelming  force,  they  audaciously  ventured 
within  cannon-shot  of  the  port.  This  bravado  al- 
most betrayed  the  Grandmaster  into  the  snare  they 
had  laid  for  him.  His  own  gallant  spirit,  supported- 
by  the  strenuous  counsel  of  the  Chancellor  D'Ama- 
ral,  and  the  noble  indignation  of  many  of  the  knights, 
implied  him  to  punish  the  braggarts  in  the  way  they 
invited ;  but  a  dread  of  weakening  the  garrison,  by- 
sacrificing  any  of  his  troops  in  a  voluntary  engage- 
ment, induced  him  to  reject  the  defiance.  He  ielt 
that  the  Turkish  general  could,  with  more  prudence, 
fling  away  the  lives  of  a  hundred  spahis,  than  he 
cotud.  sacrifice  that  of  one  man. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June,  a  sig- 
nal from  Mount  Saint  Stephen  intimated  to  the- 
Rhodians  that  the  Turkish  fleet  was  in  sight.  Count-, 
less  sails  studded  the  Lycian  Strait ;  and  tumult  and 
wailing  instantly  rose  from  every  quarter  of  the  city. 
The  gates  were  formally  shut,  and  public  prayers  were 
oflPered  up  in  the  churches,  imploring  heaven  to  grant 
the  victory  to  the  champions  of  the  Cross.  This 
done,  the  whole  population  hurried  to  the  ramparts 
md  towers  to  behold  the  terrible  armament  that 
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threatened  them  wkh  destruetxonu  Four  hiBidi«d  sa& 
swept  past  the  mouth  of  the  haven  with  the  poo^aiid 
circumstanoe  of  a  triuin^bid  pageant;  and  on  boaid 
this  mi^bty  fieet  were  one  hundred  and  forty  thoiK 
oand  soldiers,  esclusivis  of  sixty  thousand  seri^  tamf 
from  the  forests  of  the  Danube,  to  serre  as  pioneers^ 
The  Vice-admirdl  Cara  Mohammed;  when  he  av* 
liyed  off  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  ordered  his  gallitf 
to  strike  sail,  and  row  into  the  port.  The  roweta 
accordingly  stretched  to  ^ir  oavs,  and  the  Rho- 
dians^  conceiving  their  harbour  in  danger,  rushed 
with  noble  emulation  to  the  seaward  bastion.  But 
a  few  cannon-balis  deterred  the  Torik  from  peraevec- 
ing  in  his  bmvado,  and  the  Rhodians,  poucQy  waiv- 
ing their  standaids,  shouted  in  scorn  and  trium|ih  aa 
he  bore  away. 

The  main  body  of  the  Turkish  army  debaiked  in 
a  small  haven  about  three  miles  eastward  of  the  eity. 
Thirteen  days  elapsed  before  the  troops,  ordaanee, 
and  milit»ry»8tores  were.  aU  landed ;  and,  in  the  in- 
terim, the  Rhodians  were  greatly  cheered  by  the  ar- 
rival of  Prejan  de  Bidoux,  governor  of  Lango,  who, 
with  the  Grandmaster's  consent,  had  evacuated  that 
island,  and  made  haste  to  throw  himself  into  the  be- 
leaguered capital.  Tins  brave  knight,  who  had  pass- 
ed his  life  in  war,  made  the  voyage  from  Lango  in 
a  saaXk  pinnaee,  in  whi^  at  the  dead  of  night,  he 
passed  saf^  through  the  Turkish  fleet.  He  was  a 
ocmmander  in  whom  the  soldiers  placed  unlimited 
confidence.  During  the  siege,  he  s<»reely  evor  doffied 
his  hehnet ;  and  the  Grandmaster  found  him  as  si^i^ 
cious  in  the  council,  aa  he  had  long  been  redoobted 
in  the  field. 

The  Turks,  having  completed  their  debarkatiim 
and  pitched  their  camp^  deb^d  whether  theyshonU 
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first  reduce  the  minor  fortresses  ia  the  islaiid,  or  im- 
nediiitely  assail  the  capital.  The  Greneral  advocated 
the  latter  course,  and  the  r^ular  investment  of  the 
city  conoDenced.  The  enemy  broke  ground  beyond 
eannonnshot ;  but  in  a  few  days  the  trenches  were 
flofficiently  advanced  to  admit  of.  a  battery  hmog 
raised,  which  the  Rhodian  artillery  speedily  destroy- 
ed. To  iotemipt  the  labours  of  the  pioneers,  the 
garrison  made  sorties,  in  which  vast  numbers  of  thea^ 
defenceless  wretches  were  slain.  Dragged  from  their 
mstic  avoGofeioiis  in  the  forests  of  Hungary  and  Bul- 
gtfia,  they  came  unwillingly  to  the  war,  and,  eon- 
stently  threatened  with  flageUalion  and  death,  if  they 
remitted  their  exertions,  they  threw  up  woiks  with 
ineredible  celerity,  under  the  very  fire  of  the  Rho- 
dian batteries.  Every  discharge  from  the  walls  made 
tenihle  havoc  among  these  miserable  slaves,  and  the 
adjacent  plain  was  strewed  with  their  mutilated  re- 
BBBsns.  Every  day  there  was  a  sally ;  and  every  day 
the  trenches  in  which  they  Idboored  served  hundreda 
of  Dacian  boors  for  a  grave. 

TIm  Turks  had  embarked  in  the  expedition,  iiv- 
fiated  by  their  recent  conquest  of  Belgrade;  buib 
short  experience  satisfied  them  that  the  reductioQ  qf 
Bhodes  was  likely  to  prove  a  fer  more  toilscxne  and 
flWE^uiuary  achievement.  Dismayed  by  the  tenihle 
predaioii  of  the  Rhodian  canncniers,  and  haunted  bjr 
the  remembian(»  of  Hae  Sultan  Mohammed's  defeaib; 
diey  began  to  murmur ;  and  symptoms  of  mutiny 
devdbc^wd  themselves  in  the  camp.  In  this  exti>e- 
mity,  Pyirhus  Paaha  hdid  it  his  duty  to  report  to 
his  sovereign  the  state  of  his  army.  The  Sultan  s 
presence  alone^  he  mid,  could  eradicate  the  seeds  of 
temkf  and  reuinuite  die  courage  of  the  soldiem ; 
and  8Qlpna%  icitfa  the  martial  ardour  of  hia  rnce, 
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instantly  marshalled  a  body  of  fifteen  thousand  cho« 
sen  men,  and  repaired  in  person  to  the  si^e*  While 
this  formidable  reinforcement  was  on  its  biarch,  a' 
&male  slave,  eager  to  recover  her  liberty,  formed  the 
daring  project  of  firing  the  city,  and,  by  that  diver- 
sion, facilitating  the  entrance  of  her  countrymen.  But 
a  hint  of  the  plot  inadvertently  fell  from  an  accom- 
plice ;  and  a  number  of  suspected  slaves  were  conse- 
quently arrested,  and  put  to  the  rack.  Pain  extorted 
from  all  of  them,  save  the  chief  culprit,  an  admission  of 
guilt ;  but  she  endinred  the  most  acute  tortilres  with- 
out flinching.  Her  judges  sentenced  her  to  be  hanged 
and  quartered  along  with  her  associates,  and  their  se^ 
vered  limbs  were  publicly  exposed,  as  a  warning  to 
the  rest  of  the  slaves  to  beware  of  cherishing  simliar 
designs.  This  woman,  like  Frapan  the  German  en-^ 
gineer,  who  died  the  death  of  a  male&ctor  during' 
the  former  siege,  appears  to  have  been  immolated 
(HI  mere  suspicion,  and  probably  more  as  a  matter  of 
policy  than  Irom  a  thorough  conviction  of  hec  guilt.' 
In  the  present  age,  men  •  shudder  even  to  read  of  m 
woman  sa&enng  such  a  doom.  How  innumeraUe 
are  the  acts  of  error,  injustice  and  barbarity,  which  the 
annals  of  the  world  ^embrace  I 

Solyman,  after  a  rapid  march  'throu^  Anatolia, 
reached  Pbrto-Fischo,  on  the  Lycian  coast,  from 
whence  his  fleet  carried  him  to  Rhodes.  He  enter- 
ed the  camp  on  the  2dth  of  August,  welcomed  by 
salvos  of  artillery,  music,  and  martial  cries ;  and  the 
mutineers  were  appalled  to  hear,  that  he  came  to 
decimate,  or  put  every  tenth  man  to  death.  Tfae 
whole  army  was  order^  to  assemble  unarmed  on  the 
plain;  and  Sblyman  ascending,  with  a  fierce  and 
stately  mein,  a  lofty  and  magnificent  throne  whiek 
had  been  prepared  for  hiniy  commanded  the  fifteen 


-tbousBiid  chosen  soUicsra,  who  had  served  as  his 
escort  from  Constaatinopley  and  who  still  retained 
their  wei^imsy  to  surround  the  defenceless  host. 
He  then  addressed  the  malecontents  in  contemptu* 
ous  and  wrathful  language— oreviliDg  them  as  cow- 
ards^ and  menacing  them  with  instant  and  exemplary 
punishment*  ^^  I  myself,  '*  he .  concluded,  '*  am 
iailj  resolved  here  to  conquer  or  end  my  days  ;  and 
if  I  d^wrt  frcmi  this  resolution,  let  my  head,  my 
fleet,  my  army  and  my  empire,  he  for  ever  accurs*- 
ed  and  unfortunate  I " 

The  moment  he  ceased  speaking,  a  signal  was 
given  to  the  armed  soldiers,  who  instantly  drew 
their  scimitars ;  whereupon  the  mutineers,  conceiving 
thattheir  last  hour  was  come,,  prostrated  themselves  on 
die  earthy  and  impl(»red  mercy.  I^^us  Pasha  and 
the  other.generals  affected  to  entreat  the  Sultan  in 
their  hehalf ;  and  Solyman,  who  had  never  serious^ 
meditated  a  hloody  revenge,  agreed  to  foigive  them^ 
oa  the  pledge  that  they  would  evince,  the  sincerity 
of  their  repentance  hy  their  valour  in  the  first  as- 
sault* ^^  I  suspend, "  said  he  to  Pyrrhns,  '^  the 
punishment  of  these  cowards;  but  let  them  seek 
their  full  pardon  in  the  bastions  and  upon  the  ram* 
pacts  of  our  enemies. " 

This  judicious  display  of  seventy  and  clemency 
GombineOy  completely  dispeUed  the  discontent  of  the 
soldiers^  and  reanimated  them  with  a  fitnatical  jzeaL 
They  burned  for  an  oj^rtunity  of  redeeming  their 
character;  and  the  pioneers,  protected  by  strong  de- 
'tachments  of  troops,  laboured  so  indefivtigably,  that 
they  speedily  carried  their  works  as  &r. as  the  c6ui>- 
tecscarp.  A  treacherous  Jew  vrithin  ike  city  having 
iBStracted  Solyman  that  the  shot  from  his  batteries 

vox.*  II.  fi 
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merely  grazed  tbe  battlements^  and  iew  harmleis'  over 
the  city,  hiscamiomers,  though  ignorant  of  theraodeim 
method  of  lowering  their  guns,  endeavoured  to  rec- 
tify the  error.  The  same  spy  also  warned  him, 
that  the  knights  were  able  to  overlook  his  camp 
from  the  lofty  steeple  of  Saint  John  ;  whereupon  a 
battery  was  raised  against  it,  which  beat  it  down, 
la  order  the  better  to  command  the  city,  which  was 
literally  buried  in  fortifications,  the  pioneers*  were 
directed  to  raise  two  cavaliers ;  and  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  two  immense  hills  of  eazth,  ten  or  twelve 
feet  higher  than  the  walls,  rose  over  against  the  bas- 
tion' of  Italy,  between  the  posts  of  Spain  'and  An>- 
veigne.  As  the  cannon  on  the  bastions  compietdy 
commanded  the  site  of  these  hiUs,  the  pioneiers  were 
swept  away,  gang  after  gang,  by  the  shot  inceasantijr 
hailed  on  them ;  but  these  poor  slaves  were  of  no 
value  in  the  estimation  of  their  task-master,  who 
recked  not  how  many  of  them  perished,  so  the  place 
were  won.  Nor  were  the  Rhodians  more  carenil  of 
their  Mohammedan  captives.  They  exposed  them^ 
without  compunction,  to  the  fiercest  fire,  wherever 
their  services,  could  avail  in  strengthening  the  for- 
tifications ;  and,  on  one  occasion,  a  hundred  and 
twenty  of  them,  who  were  engaged  in  forming  bar- 
ricades and  intrenchments,  were  assailed,  under  an 
erroneous  impression  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  re» 
vok,  and  cruelly  massacred.  As  in  the  former  si^e, 
several  huge  guns,  called  bombards,  projected  enor- 
mous stones  mto  the  heart  of  the  city,  whidi,  fidling 
on  the  houses,  sank  down  to  their  foundations.  The 
Gitodmaster  narrowly  escaped  being  crushed  beneath 
one  of  these  terrible  projectile^   which,  however, 

S roved  rather  objects  «f  terror  than  of  danger,  as 
uring  the  whole  siege  they  only  killed  ten  mnn^ 
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*  The  snkan's  first  attack  was  made  on  the  post 
of  the  Gennan  knights ;  but  the  Rhodian  cannoa 
speedily  demolished  the  batteries  raised  against  it* 
He  next  attempted  to  batter  the  Tower  of  Saint> 
Nicholas;   and  here,   again,   he  beheld   hia  guns 
dismounted,  and  'his  batteries  ruined,  by  the  fire, 
of  the  valiant  band  that  defended  it*     He  adopt-*, 
ed   the   stratagem    of  burying  his  cannon  and  ga<* 
bions  in  the .  sand  during  the  day,  and  replanting 
them  on  the  platfcnm  at  night ;  and  by  this  means  a 
breach  was  made  in  the  western  waJl,  but  not  to 
suc^  an  extent  as  to  encourage  an  assault.     Seeing 
a  new  wall  erected  by  the  garrison,  spring  up  behind 
die  rains  of  that  which-  he  had  just   demolished, 
and  aware  that  the  troops  of  his  predecessor  Mo- 
hammed had  been  repeatedly  foiled  in  thdr  attacks 
on  this  fortress,  he  again  moved  his  batteries ;  and 
day   and  night,  for  a  whole  month,  his  vast  train 
^ayed  incessantly  on  the  principal  bastions*      In 
^is   terrible  eannonade,   the  knight. de  Barbaran, 
who  commanded  at  the  post  of  Spain,  was  killed  by 
A  Toimd  shot ;  and  John  d'Omedes,  his  successor, 
lost  an  eye  firom  a  musket-shot  a  few  days  after* 
wards*     On  the  side  of  the  Turks,  the  Master  .of 
the  Ordnance,  a  renegade  deeply  skilled  in  military 
science^  had  both  his  legs  carried  away  by  a  cannon- 
bidl  %  and,  at  the  same  moment,  £ve  soldiers  were 
killed  by  the  splinters  of  a  plank  which  it  shattesed 
in  its  flight* 

Hitherto  the  war&re  had  been  confined  to  an  al- 
most incessant  interchange  of  heavy  shot*  The 
enonnouis  battering  train  of  the  besiegers  liad  beaten 
down^many  parts  of  the  walls,  and  shattered  every 
bastion;  but  stiSl. they  had'not  gained  an  inch  of 
aground  wi^in- the -tegular  ^xLefei^es.  of  the  places 
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The  bulwarks  of  Italy  and  England  were  redneed'to 
masses  of  rain ;  but  wfaereTor  the  fortifications  baft 
sustained   ineparaUe  danaage,  barricades    and  in*- 
trenchments  had  been  constructed  within  them ;  and 
these  new  woi^  could  only  be  carried  by  regular 
assaults.   Solyman^  who  held  the  lives  of  his  pioneers 
as  of  no  valuer  ordered  them  to  fiU  up.  the  ditch 
with  stones  and  earth  ;  but  the  Rhodians,  by  means 
of  the  casemates,  removed,  by  night,  the  rubbish 
which  tlieir  enemies,  who  laboured  under  a  murder- 
ous fire,  cast  in  during  the  day.     Corps  of  Turk- 
ish miners  were  at  the  same  time  busily  onploy* 
ed  at  various  points ;  and  the  engineer  Marlanigo 
is  said  to  have  countermined  no  less  than  thirty- 
two   mines — ^the  existenee  of  which  he  discover- 
ed by  means  of  subterranean  chambers,  and  other 
ingenious  contriTO««.     Notwithstanding  his  ri- 
gilance,  however,  the  English  bastion  was  efiectuaOy 
Sloped ;    and  on  the  fourdi  of  September,  twelve 
yards  of  the  wall  were  blown  up^  wi^  an  explosion 
that  shook  the  city  like  an  earthquake.     The  ruins 
were  sufficient  to-  fill  the  ditch  ;  toad  several  Ef^li^ 
knights,  who  manned  the  bastion  at  the  mom^it) 
were  overwhelmed   beneath    them»      The   Turk% 
who  were  under  arms  waiting  the  result,  no  soon- 
er saw  a  breadi  laid  open,  than,  dhouting  tliMr 
battle-cry,  they  rubied,  sword  in  hand^  to  the  a»* 
sank.     Wh^  the  Rhodians  w^re  yet  stm^ling 
in  the   smoke  and  dust  arising  fi'om  the  ^Nring- 
ing  of  the  mine,  the  Modems  gained  the  sum- 
mit of  the  bulwazk,  pUnted  several  ensigns  on  k, 
and  would  have  earned  it,  but  for  an  intreoehment 
yfibicti  uneiqpeetedly  obstmeted  their  advance.    While 
they  yet  hesitated  on  the  brink  of  this  def(Miee,  the 
knig^s^  recovering  firom  the  pani«  into  which  the  ex- 
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plosion  had  thrown  them,  and  headed  by  the  Grand- 
master,  who  rushed  fix>m  the  altar  of  Saint  Mary  of 
Victory,  before  which  he  had  just  been  prostrated, 
£moui^y  chaiged  the  Turks  within  the  bastion. 
Covered  by  diowers  o£  musket-balls,  grenades,  and 
other  missiles,  and  grasping  a  short  spear  commonly 
used  in  scalades,  L'Isle  Adam  fought  his  way  to  the  spot 
where  the  Turkish  banner  flipped  lazily  in  the  smoke 
of  battle,  and  with  his  own  hand  dashed  it  to  the  earth. 
The  Turks,  quailing  before  the  onset  of  the  knights, 
lost  the  advantage  they  had  gained,  and,  casting 
themselves  headlong  down  the  breach,  fled  in  confo- 
aion  towards  their  trenches.  They  were  met  in 
their  flight  by  an  avenger  not  less  terrible  than  those 
firom>  whom  they  sougl^  to  escape.  MusU^ha  Pa- 
sha, who  had  watched  the  assault  &om  his  own  lines, 
BO  sooner  saw  his  troops  begin  to  give  way,  than  he 
iniined  forward  with  hesh  battalions  to  their  sup- 
port ;  and  in  his  rage  slew  the  f(»emost  of  the  fugi- 
tives with  hi&  own  hand.  This  prompt  punishment 
tttzned  the  tide  of  the  battle.  Mingling  encourag- 
ing exclamations  with  bitter  reproaches,  he  led  the 
fecreants,  back  to  the  breadh,  and  the  renewed  as- 
sault became  deadlier  than  the  onset.  *^  AH  mens 
eajrs, "  says  the  historian,  *  ^*  were  filled  with  the 
thundering  of  the  shot,  the  noise  of  trumpets  and 
drums,  and  crying  of  men.  "  Christian  and  Turk 
grai^led  eadi  other  in  mortal  combat,  and  the  poni- 
ard often  de^atched  him  whom  the  sword  and  bul- 
let spared.  Struck  down  in  hundreds  by  the  Rho- 
dian  musketeers,  and  incapable  of  a  more  protracted 
atcoggle,  wader  the  incessant  shower  of  grenades, 
8tone%  and  fire  whidi  descended   on   them^   the 

•  Kjiolle^i  voL  1.  p.  399. 
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Turks  again  gave  way.  In  Tain  ^d  their  geneiA 
lift  up  his  terrible  voice.  They  fled  back  to  their  lines 
in  incontrollable  panic,  and  the  Rhodian  artillery, 
svirept  down  whole  ranks  in  their  flight.  Upwards  oi 
two  thousand  Turks,  including  three  sangiacks,  fell 
in  this  bloody  assault.  Of  the  Order,  there  were- 
slain,  the  general  of  artillery,  Guyot  de  Marselfaao» 
the  Chevalier  de  Mauselle,  who  carried  the  Grand- 
master's standard,  and  forty-eight  knights, — ^^  all* 
men, "  say  the  Chroniclers,  "  worthy  of  immortal 
£ame, "  A  musket-ball  tore  out  both  the  standard- 
bearer's  eyes,  and  but  for  the  intrepidity  of  £meri 
Rujaulx,  a  knight  of  Auveigne,  the  ensign  would 
have  been  taken. 

The  disastrous  result  of  this  assault  did  not  de- 
ter Pyrrhus  Pasha  from  making  a  similar  effort  to 
carry  the  bulwark  of  Italy.  Having  harassed  its  de- 
fenders for  many  successive  days  with  a  terrible' 
cannonade,  he  stormed  it  with  a  strong  body  of  troops 
at  day-break,  on  the  ISth  of  September.  Overcome 
vnih  continual  watching,  the  knights  within  the 
bastion  had  relaxed  their  vigilance ;  and  the  breach 
was  carried,  and  the  sentinels  slain,  before  the  clan- 
guor  of  battle  awoke  on  the  ramparts.  The  Italians^ 
on  discovering  the  advantage  which  the  enemy  had- 
gained  through  their  supineness,  made  a  gallant  ef- 
fort to  regain  the  ground  they  had  lost.  The  Turks,- 
however,  maintained  themselves  with  great  resolu- 
tion. Pyrrhus  advanced  in  person  to  the  very  edge 
of  the  ditch,  and,  while  superintending  the  assault 
from  that  exposed  position,  the  governor  of  Negro- 
pont,  a  young  Turkish  Emir,  renowned  for  his  valour^ 
and  in  great  esteem  with  his  prince,  was  struck, 
dead  at  his  feet.  The  arrival  of  the  Grandmaster 
with  a  body  of -chosen  knights,  decided  the  strug- 
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^e.  A  second  attack  which  Pyrrhus  made  with  a 
strong  corps  de  reserve  at  a  difiPerent  point,  was 
equally  unsuccessful,  and  his  troops  instantly  retiried 
to  their  lines  filled  with  despondency  and  dismay. 
.  These  successive  repula^  added  to  the  discon*> 
tent  which  again  began  to  prevail  among  the  sol- 
diery,  made  the  Turkish  generalissimo  tremble  lest 
hi&  .sovereign,  .with  the  sanguinary  policy  of  his 
predecessors,  should  make  his  head  atone  for  the 
disasters  that  had  tarnished  his  arms.  Holding 
it  pre&rable  to  die  in  the  breach,  rather  than  by 
the  bow-string,  he  concerted  a  joint  assault  with 
Achmet  Pasha,  which,  by  dividing  the  forces,  and 
distracting  the  attention  of  the  Bhodians,  appeared 
likely  to  leave  both  the  points  which  they  intended 
to  attack  imperfectly  defended.  Accordingly,  on 
tjbe  17th  of  September,  at  the  head  of  five  batta- 
lions, Mustapha  again  sallied  out  of  his  lines  against 
the  JBnglish  bastion.  In  the  same  moment  that  the 
besieged  discovered  his  advance,  Achmet  Pasha  sud*- 
denly  i^rung  two  mines  which  had  been  carried  un- 
der the  bastions  of  Auvergne  and  Spain,  and,  £ivour- 
ed  by  the  consternation  which  these  explosions  oc- 
casioned, the  storming  parties  threw  themselves  into 
the  breaches,  and  mounted  boldly  to  the  assault. 
Sustained  by  the  intrepid  example  of  their  general, 
Mustapha's  battalions,  though  gidled  by  a  murderous 
fire,  fought  their  way  to  the  intrenchments  within 
the  English  bastion,  and  planted  several  ensigns  up- 
on them.  Exasperated  at  this  indignity,  the  Eng- 
lish knights,  headed  by  their  commander  John  Budk, 
and  suj^orted  by  Prejan  de  Bidoux  and  Christo- 
pher Valdner,  commander  of  the  language  of  Ger- 
many, made  a  sortie  firom  behind  their  defences,  and 
£asG»d  the  fosemost  .of  the  Turks  to  tecoil.    .The 
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anival  of  Mustapha  with  a  reinforoeiiient  rraewed  the 
conflict ;  and  could  he  have  animated  his  troops  with 
the  indomitable  biavery  that  sustained  himsdf  in  this 
sanguioaiy  strifiB,  Rhodes  would  that  day  have  seen 
the  crescent  triumphant  pn  her  loftiest  battiement. 
But  in  vain  did  he  mng  himself  into  the  thidcest  of  die 
battle,  and  cheer  on  his  soldiers  to  contemn  the  fitel 
storm  which  the  camion  of  the  bastion,  the  wall-pieoes 
that  scoured  the  breach,  and  the  musketrj  in  rear  of 
the  intrenchments^  directed  against  them.  Th^  ie» 
garded  neither  his  menaces  nor  his  dbeecs ;  and  in  their 
headlong  flight,  they  dnM^ed  him  involuntarily  along 
with  them  over  the  breacET  Achmet  Pasha  was  equal- 
ly unfortunate  in  hia  attack*  The  mine  sprang  un* 
der  the  bulwark  of  Anveigne  took  vent  and  did  no 
injury ;  but  that  which  exploded  under  the  bastion  of 
Spain  made  a  practicable  bieach,  and,  through  thia^ 
the  assailants  instandy  enteced.  The  Spanish  knig^ 
received  them  on  the  ruins,  and  kept  them  bravely 
at  bay  with  mudEet-shot,  until  the  kmght  du  Mesnil^ 
captain  of  the  bastion  of  Auveigne,  had  time  to  bring 
hia  guns  to  bear  upon  the  very  centre  of  the  Turk- 
ish battalions.  Dauntless  as  the  Janiaanes  were^ 
they  could  not  support  for  any  length  of  time  thia 
teinble  cannonade;  and,  Hke their  brethren  in  the 
bastion  of  En^and,  they  abandoned  the  asaault  and 
fled*  This  enterprise  cost  the  Tuiks  three  theu* 
sand  men.  On  dbe  side  of  the  Order,  several  knights^ 
diie^  of  the  languages  of  England  and  Germaay, 
lost  their  lives,  and,  among  others,  the  valiant  oom- 
menders  John  Budc  and  Christopher  Valdner.  The 
latter  tore  two  standards  from  the  Ottomans  in  the 
brunt  (^  the  battle,  and  retained  them  till  hia  death. 
The  kmdit,  Preian  de  Bidoux,  after  having  killed 
seven]  Tndn  with  hisowniumd»  recaimd  a  muskeg. 
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shot  in  the  neck,  firom  which,  however,  he  happily 
vecovered* 

'  In  a  council  of  war  which  Solynian  asBemUed  im** 
mediately  snbaequent  to  this  repulse,  Mnsfei^iha  pre-f 
seated  himself  with  the  port  of  a  man  ^om  advem 
aty  had  humhled,  but  wno  still  did  not  despair  of 
ttkimiite  triumph.  He  ni^ested  a  genml  assault^ 
and  Solyman  agreed  that  it  should  be  hazarded.  The 
S4th  of  S^tember  was  the  day  i^ointed  fi>r  tin* 
memofable  attack ;  and  as  a  pr^de,  the  bastions  of 
England,  Spain  and  Auteigne,  were  again  expos* 
fld  to  a  tremendous  cannonade.  Throughout  the 
preceding  night,  the  Turkish  camp  resounded  with 
die  dang  of  weapons  and  the  pattering  of  hurried 
and  restless  feet ;  and  the  Rhodians,  who  knew  too 
well  what  these  signs  portended,  kept  anxious  watch 
with  their  mail  uid>raced.  The  Grsuidmastar  repair- 
ed in  person  to  all  the  rulnerable  posts,  and  exhort-i 
fld  ikeii  defenders  to  keep  in  constant  remembrance, 
that,  though  their  walls  were  rent  and  battered,  they, 
had  still  their  weapons,  and  that,  though  Tietory 
ndght  be  denied  them,  Rhodes,  the  bulwark  of  Chns- 
tendom,  would  be  a  glorious  grave.  To  the  ditaaensy 
whom  he  fbxmd  congregated  in  trembling  groups^ 
he  ^e  of  their  wives,  their  maidens,  and  their  in- 
violate hearths  ;  and  the  men,  gathering  courage 
fmm  his  bold  port  and  cheering  voice,  solemnly  bade 
each  other  farewell,  and,  with  protestations  that  the 
Tmks  should  only  enter  the  city  over  their  bodies, 
hastened  to  the  ramparts. 

With  the  dawn,  the  Tuikish  artillery  opened  on 
every  quarter  in  one  wild  unintermitting  roar,  and» 
veiled  by  the  sulphureous  haze  that  enveloped  the 
whole  curemt  of  the  ramparts,  the  Turkish  anny 
MBhed  to  the  assault^  and  with  savage  cries  entered 
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at  once  the  bulwaiks  of  Italy,  Spain,  England,  Pro* 
vence,  and  Auveigne.  Solyman  watched  the  battla 
£no!m  the  summit  of  ^  wooden  tower  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  whole  arena;  and  his  Jani<* 
zaries,  aware  that  they  fought  under  the  eyes  of  their 
youtMil  sultan,  and  stimulated  by  the  pro^ct  oC 
plunder,  flung  themselTes  proudly  into  the  shattered 
works.  The  Rhodians  sustained  the  attack  with 
equal  firmness  and  pride.  Every  man,  whether 
priest  or  citizen,  able  to  bear  aims,  was  stationed  -on 
the  walls  ;  and  those  whom  age  or  infirmity  incap»> 
eitated  from  serving  as  soldiers,  assisted  the  women 
and  children  in  carrying  stones,  fire-hoops  and  boil- 
ing  pitch  to  be  cast'  down  on  the  assailants.  The 
hoops,  girt  with  wildfire,  and  skilfully  flung  into 
the  centre  of  the  Turkish  battalions,  often  enclosed 
several  victims  in  the  same  flaming  girdle,,  while  the 
pitch,  dashed  down  in  bucketfids,  penetrated  to  their 
very  bones,  and  compelled  them  to  fling^away  their 
arms,  and  quit  the  conflict  with  yells  oi  agony  and 
despair. 

>  Mustapha  Pasha,  though  he  had  been  thrice  re* 
pulsed  firom  the  English  bastion,  again  led  the  at^ 
tack  on  that  post.  Its  principal  defences  were  in 
ruins,  but  the  devoted  men  within  it  were  not  to 
be  panic-struck  by  the  destruction  of  walls  and 
zamparts.  The  Turkish  leader's  heutenant,  an  o^ 
ficer  of  high  reputation,  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball 
yfflale  in  the  act  of  planting  «n  ensign  on  the  breadi, 
and  the  assailants,  who  were^  struggling  behind  hiB% 
saw  his  J>ody  roll  past  them  a  mutihited  mass  into 
the  ditch.  The  posts  of  Italy  and  Spain  were  aa^ 
sailed  with  equal  impetuo8ity,-~^e  former  by  Pyrrhos 
Pasha,  the  latter  by  the  Ags  of  the  Janizaries.  Both 
4he. English  and  the  Italians  were  sorely  pressed;  aad 
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l?hile  the  Giandmastery  with  his  chosen  phalanx,  was 
endeavouring  to  give  them  relief,  a  wild  cry  ran  along 
the  walls  that  the  Spanish  bulwark  was  taken,  and, 
to  his  unspeakable  dismay,  he  beheld  no  less  than 
thirty  Turkish  pennoncels  displayed  upon  it.  This 
exploit  had  been  achieved,  not  by  the  bravery  of  the 
assailants,  but  by  an  altogether  fortuitous  event.  The 
Aga,  at  the  beginning  of  the  action,  had  directed  his 
operations  against  a  part  of  the  fortifications  to  the 
right  of  the  bulwark,  under  an  impression  that  the 
bastion  itself  was  too  strong  to  be  carried  ;  and  the 
Spanish  knights  eager  to  be  in  the  heat  of  the  bat- 
tle, rushed  to  the  place  where  the  dangei  seemed 
most  imminent,  leaving  only  a  few  sentinels  to  de- 
fend their  special  post.  These  sentinels,  with  a  si- 
milar laxity  of  discipline,  quitted  their  stations  to  as- 
sist in  the  removal  of  some  pieces  of  ordnance  to 
another  position ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  a  body  of 
cowardly  Turks,  who  had  sheltered  themselves  from 
the  cannonade  by  skulking  mider  the  ruined  parts  of 
the  bastion,  hearing  all  quiet  within  it,  crept  out  of 
their  hiding  place,  and,  ^'  like  tall  fellows,  **  says 
Knolles,  scaled  the  breach.  Having  gained  the  sum- 
mit undiscovered,  they  cut  the  cannoniers  to  pieces, 
tore  down  the  Christian  ensign,  and  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  whole  fort.  The  Aga,  informed  by 
their  triumphant  shout  of  the  conquest  they  had  so 
unexpectedly  achieved,  lauding  them  as  valiant  men, 
instantly  ordered  a  powerM  body  of  Janizaries  to 
dieir  support ;  but  the  cannon  on  the  bastion  of  Au- 
vergne  so  completely  swept  the  breach  pj  which 
these  succours  tried  to  effect  an  entrance,  that  few 
survived  the  attempt.  At  the  same  time,  the  Grand- 
master, followed  by  a  band  of  vaHant  knights,  scaled 
tfae  inner  £ace  of  the  bastion^  while  the  Commander^ 
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Bonibon  entered  it  by  the  casemate,  and  a  band  of 
Cretan  mercenaries  burat  in  at  a  gate  which  the  Turks 
had  neglected  to  secure.  Assailed  on  every  side^ 
the  cravens,  who  had  won  and  held  the  fort  fin*  near- 
ly two  hours,  instantly  gave  way.  Those  who  es- 
caped the  sword  precipitated  Uiemselves  headlong 
over  the  breach  ;  and  the  Grandmaster,  having  seen 
the  Christian  standard  replanted  on  the  bulwarl^  has- 
tened back  to  the  point  where  Achmet  Aga  still 
pressed  that  part  of  the  works  called  the  post  of 
Spain.  There  the  conflict  continued  to  rage  with 
unabated  fury.  New  adversaries  incessantly  sprung 
into  the  breach  in  the  stead  of  those  whom  the 
Oiristians  hurled  back  corpses  into  the  ditch; 
and  the  Grandmaster,  seeing  the  troops  who  had 
to  sustain  this  desperate  attack,  worn  vnth  six 
hours'  constant  fighting,  drafted  two  hundred  men 
and  several  knights  from  the  Tower  of  Saint  Nicho- 
las to  their  relief.  This  reinforcement,  rushing  fresh 
into  the  battle,  was  the  portent  of  victory,  llie  a9<* 
saUants  abandoned  the  breach,  and  fied  towards  their 
own  lines ;  and  Solyman,  descrying  from  his  lofty  sta- 
tion that  the  attack  had  £sdled  at  every  point,  sounded  a 
retreat.  In  this  terrible  assault,  fifteen  thousand 
Turks,  including  several  conunanders  of  renown, 
were  left  dead  in  the  breaches  and  at  the  fiaot 
of  the  walls.  The  loss  of  the  Rhodians,  consider- 
ing the  limited  strength  of  the  garrison,  was  also 
great.  Many  valiant  knights  penished;  and  there 
scarcely  remained  a  man  wearing  the  Cross  of 
the  Order  who  had  not  received  a  wound.  The 
knight  John  le  Roux  had  his  right  hand  carried 
away  by  a  cannon-ball,  but  not  tiS  he  had  struck 
down  seven  Tuiks  in  &ar  battle.  It  is  recorded, 
thaty  in  the  heat  of  the  conffict,  a  Greek  &mak  oC 
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exquisite  beauty,  instigated  by  anxiety  and  a£Pectioi^ 
^statiiHied  herself  on  the  bastion  in  which  her  pn>- 
tector,  a  Dahnatian  officer,  fought,  and  had  the  mi- 
sery of  seeing  a  Turkish  ball  strike  him  dead  at  her 
feet.  In  her  distraction,  ehe  rushed^  back  to  the 
house  in  which  she  had  left  her  two.  children,  stab* 
bed  them  with  her  own  hand,  and  then,  arrayed  in 
their  father's  habiHments,  and  gracing  his  sword, 
ran  wildly  to  the  breach,  and  fell,  fighting  with  more 
than  masculine  bravery.  * 

The  disastrous  issue  of  this  assault  brought  down 
on  Mustffipha  Pasha  the  whole  fury  of  his  sovereign's 
wrath.  Keviling  him  as  a  false  counsellor  and  fiatr 
terer,  who  had  advocated  the  war  to  the  dishonour 
of  the  Ottoman  arms,  Solyman,  in  his  lage,  ad- 
judged him  worthy  of  death,  and  ordered  the  sen- 
tence to  be  carried  into  execution  in  presence  of  the 
whole  Turkish  host.  No  man  durst  venture  to  de- 
precate the  monarch's  v^igeance,  lest  it  should  de« 
scend  on  his  own  head ;  and  the  troops,  drawn  up 
in  battle-array,  beheld  the  leader,  whom  they  hcv- 
noured  for  his  valour,  led  out  to  die  under  his  com- 
rades' an-ows.  But  at  the  moment  when  the  signal 
of  death  was  about  to  be  given,  Pyrrhus  Pasha,  the 
most  venerable  of  the  counsellors  of  the  youthful 
prince,  stepped  forward,  and  earnestly  implored  him, 
for  the  sake  of  his  own  renown,  to  spare  a  servant 
who  had  in  nowise  merited  so  rigorous  a  punishment. 
Pyrrhus  had  be^i  the  governor  of  Solyman  in  his 
youth,  and  still  retained  a  great  influence  over  him ; 
but  he  had  overrated  diat  influence,  when  he  im»- 
gined  that  he  could  coerce  him  in  a  moment  of  fu- 
rious excitation*    Jealous  of  his  authority,  and  ex- 

f 

«  Rottier,  Moaunteni  dc  Rhodea,  p.  186. 
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•asperated  to  find,  that  there  existed  a  slave  in  his  en^ 
pire  who  had  the  presumption  to  impugn  his  deoees, 
Solyman  spumed  the  gray-haired  suppliant  firom  his 
feet,  and  commanded  that  he  should  suffer  the  same 
death.  On  hearing  this  terrible  decision,  all-  the 
t)Cher  Pashas  prostnOed  themselves  before  his  throne^ 
and  besought  him  to  reverse  so  unjust  a  sentenoe. 
Moved  by  their  intercession,  Solyman  granted  the 
culprits  their  lives — Pyrrhus  being  pardoned  osten* 
hMy  on  account  of  his  great  age,  and  Musta}^  for 
the  sake  of  his  wife,  who  had  the  blood  of  Othman 
in  her  veins*  Mustapha  was  subsequently  appoint^ 
ed  Governor  of  Egypt,  and  left  the  camp  while  iht 
siege  was  yet  in  dependence* 

Curtoglu,  Admiral  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  was  treat- 

-ed  with  still  greater  severity — ^not  because  he  had  atr 

tempted  too  much,  but  because  he  had  attempted 

nothing.     While  the  land  forces  were  pressing  the 

siege,  he  lay  idly  in  the  mouth  of  the  haven, — sati»- 

fied  that  it  was  not  to  be  entered  with  any  chance 

of  success,   and  that  he  perfcmned  his  part  well, 

when  he  furnished  a  constant  supply  of  provisions 

and  warlike  stores  for  the  camp.     But  Solyman, 

-conceiving  that  he  had  not  only  manifested  a  disin^ 

dination  to  encounter  danger,  but  had  also,  through 

negligence,  allowed  warlike  munitions  to  be  intro- 

duced  into  the  city,  sentenced  him  to  suffer  a  cruel 

death.     The  mediation  of  Achmet  Pasha  mitigated 

his  punishment— if  mitigation  it  could  seem  in  the 

eyes  of  a  man  accustomed  to  a  lofty  station,  to  be 

subjected  to-  receive  one  hundred  stripes  from  the 

iash  of  the  common  executioner,  on  the  poop  of  his 

-own  ffalley,  and  then  to  be  thrust  ignominiously 

-out  of  his  command. 

The  last  bloody  assault  had  ackened  Solyman  of 
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Ae  war;  and  he  seriously  contemplated  a  retreat> 
when  the  assurances  of  an  Albanian  deserter,  that  th^ 
city  was  not  only  untenable,  but  that  the  bmves^  of 
its  defenders  were  killed  or  wounded^  induced  him  to 
persevere.:  To  dishearten  the  besieged,  who  calcu- 
iMed  on  the  storms  of  winter  breaking  up  his  camp, 
and  driving  his  fleet  into  more  sheltered  waters,.  h& 
ordered  a  palace  to  be  erected  on  Mount  Philerme, 
as  if  he  were  resolved  to  fix  himself  at  all  hazards, 
permanently  in  the  island.  He  also,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Achmet  Pasha,  who  succeeded  to  the  chief 
command  on  Mustapha's  degradation,  became  more 
careful  of  the  lives  of  his  soldiers ;  and  endeavouied 
to  achieve,  by  scientific  skill,  that  triumph  which 
brute  ^^rce  had  &iled  to  accomplidi*  The  bastion 
d  Spain  continued  to  be  the  &vourite  point  of  at* 
tack ;  and  a  furious  cannonade,  which  laisted  for  se- 
veral days,  reduced  it  to  a  complete  ruin — ^nothing 
being  left  uninjured,  save  the  Jattsse-^ai/ef  or  bar- 
l^aean.  In  the  iace  of  a  deadly  fire  firom  the  walls,  the 
tsenches  were  carried  forward  as  ^  as  this  work ;  and 
a  wooden  gallery,  covered-  with  raw  hides,  was  erecte4 
.to  shelter  the  pioneers  from  the  showers  of  bojjing 
pitch  and  oil  thrown  firom  the  runpatt,  while  they  ran 
mines  into  the .  heart  of  the  fortifications.  In  the 
course  of  his  izigenious  attempts  to  circumvent  thes^ 
operations,  the  engineer,  Martinigo,  was  deprived  of 
te  eye  by  a  musket-shot,  whidi  entered  a  loop-hole 
tiirough  which  he  was  engaged  in  reconnoitring  the 
miemy's  works*.  His  wound  was  at  first  regarded  as 
4nortal ;  and,  as  Jlis  military  skill  had  been  the  chi^ 
stay  of  the  city  throughout  the  siege,  the  prospect  of 
his  death  struck  every  heart  with  dismay.     He  wa^ 

carried  to  the  Grandmaster's  palace ;  and,  by  th^ 

I 
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dme  he  was  Me  to  FeCam  to  hk  post,  tiie  Uimgjk 
was  neaily  ended. 

Assault  followed  assault,  and  again  and  a^in  were 
the  bastions  of  Provence,  Italy,  Spain  and  England^ 
strewed  with  tmbaned  dead.  So  enormous  were  the 
breaches  in  the  bastion  of  England,  that  a  whole  bst* 
talion  could  have  entered  it  in  battle-array ;  yet  stifl 
the  besieged  presented,  with  their  mailed  breasts,  an 
insurmountame  barrier  to  the  Tivkish  lances.  Jli^Knea 
exploded  into  coimtermines ;  and,  amid  these  sub- 
terranean horrors,  man  grappled  man  in  deadly  stn&^ 
perishing  as  proudly  in  the  bowels  of  the  entfa,  as 
on  the  summit  of  the  ramparts.  The  Rhodians  had 
dwindled  to  a  handful ;  but  their,  hearts  were  still 
cJate.  For  thirty-four  successive  nights,  the  Grand- 
master had  a  pdlet  ^read  for  himself  behind  the 
intrenchment  on  the  Spanish  bastion,  where  he  li^ 
in  the  pride  of  his  veteran  renown,  constantly  ready 
to  fling  himself  into  the  battle.  Trtdy  is  it  said, 
that  man  is  very  strong  and  very  formidable,  when 
he  contemns,  in  an  honomsble  and  just  war,  tiSk  perw 
sonal  coninderabons. 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  siege,  the  excited  minds 
of  the  poptdace  were  constantly  on  the  aleort  to  de^ 
teet  treason  within  the  walls.  Prior  to  the  genenl 
assault  on  the  24th  of  S^tember,  a  Jewi^  physi- 
cian, who  had  been  discovered  shooting  an  anowi 
vrith  a  letter  tied  to  it,  into  the  Turkish  camp,  aai 
was  aflerwards  tortured  mto  a  coofessioD  of  gofll^ 
snil^red  an  ignominious  death.  Now  sospicioi^ 
exaggerated  by  the  inmiinence  of  die  danger,  loofei 
ed  round  for  a  nobler  viedm ;  and  the  Chancellor 
D'Amaral  was  the  object  it  sekded.  A  constita^ 
tional  arrogance  tami^ed  the  chaacter.of  this  im» 
fortunate  knight,  who  had  grown  gray  in  the  battles 
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of  ibe  Order ;  and  the  raoxneDt  the  finger  of  detrac-* 
tion   pointed  him  out  as  a  traitor,  every  minion 
-whose  pride  he.  had  outraged  eagerly  applied  him- 
self to  :  discover  proo&  of  his  guilt.     Blaise.  Diaz» 
one  of  his  attendants,  was  observed  to  repair,  day 
after  day,  at  unseasonable  hours,  with  a  bow  in  his 
hand,  to  the  post  of  Auveigne^  .and  this  being  re>. 
ported  to  the  Grrandmaster,  the  menial  was  arrested,. 
and  .Ms  c<Hiduct  subjected  to  a  judicial  scrutiny. 
His  judges,  dissatisfied  with  his  answers,  recom- 
mended die  torture;  and  at  the  first  twitch^  he  eon-i. 
leased  tiiat  he  had  been  employed  by  his  master  ,to. 
throw  treasonable  lett^s  into  the   Turkish  lines* 
On  this  evidence  the  Chancellor  was  impiisoned  in 
the  Tower. of  Saint  Nicholas,  and  brought  to  a  for-. 
Toal  trial  before  two  Grand-crosses  and  the  civic  ma- 
gistmcy.     He  was  confronted  widi  Diaz,  who  per- 
sisted in  his  deposition ;  and   a  Greek  priest,  a 
chaplain  of  the  Order,  Confirmed  it  so  &r,  as  that,, 
on  .one  occasion,  he  had  observed  the  Chancellor. 
and  this  man  skulking  in  a  nook  of  the  fortifica- 
tions^ with  a  cross-bow,  and  quarry  or  square  ar- 
row, having  a  paper  fastened  to  it,  as  if  anxious 
to  jshoot  it  into  the  enemy's  camp.     Diaz  more- 
over swore,  that  it  was  entirely  at  the  instigation, 
of  D*Amaral  that  ihe  Sultan  had  invaded  the  isl-. 
and;  and  that  he  had  been  in  secret  correspond-, 
ence  with  the  Turks  ficom  the  day  in  which  L'Ide« 
Adam  was  elected  head  of  the  0>rder-— an  assertion 
which  obtained  the  readier  credence,  fiom  the  circum- 
stance of  D' Amaral  having  been  heard  to  dedare  at 
that  time,,  with  the  bitterness  of  foiled  ambition,  that 
Rhodes  would  never  have  another   Grandmaster*: 
D'Amaial    repelled   these  allegations   with  jcozh.. 
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Diu,  lu!  ^TOttBwd,  WM  a  Um  vil 
'  c  )ud  biwti  juatiy   piiiii>l>rii 
I   doiinuuciitxH,  Eou^L.  out  of  rwwfic, 

■  Ilk'.  He  admittcil  t&e  uxprvumcii  ^1  kul 
mmciuteil  ki  hiA  cnmiiiotunit  bui  aoitkaiiil 
t  lo  hk  want  ui'  confidence  ia 
I  lim  of  liu  kii^lu  <vJu>  h4iil  rivnlliil 
ion  of  iJie  Onki.  NotwiilMUi 
1  nlitl  himountbli!  itliiUoni  his  _  ^ 
•d  liiin  lo  the  crocl  iadij^iltiy  of  tke 
it  only  extoctMl  from  him  a  proml  ilcclBrxk 
.  agi-r  Wf  yeara  uf  hmiourible  HETTici:  mi 
r  i^  liia  Cross,  lie  woiiM  nEVrr,  W 
a  (en*  bodily  ptnos,  aUn  lii*  reiiuwii  bj 
himeolt'  capahle  ot  so  Imm  «  urimai.  Hi*  i^.yv— 
«tsn  made  lo  maii  who  vac  £tBiW  pnvuulBd  (if  In 
gdlt ;  and  botk  inunri  anil  ktvoM  were  ni^ud|^ 
«unlfy  <>f  clvatk.  Dinx  was  halted,  bill  iW  CIlMft- 
rnHot  wn«  MiiUiiccil  ti>  the  man  hoiitninbU  doaat 
af  idacapiUtLou.     Jiiilgineiit 

lily   of  dm   Oiilsr;  «fi«r  nbidt, 
D  habil  uf  »  kirijfht,  uid 
llinriMBt  who,   next  day, 
'lioir  Id  ih*  jdKu  uf  exM'iilii 
vet  dMib  with  tlu-  ferUtlidp  uf  a  inortyi 
wtist*not,  ID  ifio  vdinte  ttctad*  uf  hia  tragiD«l' 
«  aiiigki  cuciimsUinae  duu  duxscdttH  tile 
that  lie  filicd  a  nitutyr's  f^m 

Hitlicttu  ibo  ltli«diui8  iiitd  licui  nipiMimd  by 
hojie  tliu  iho  KiiigB  ol'  Luiofu-  wuiila  nul  Imtv 
th«m  tiiisiiccnufcd  iu  duir  MlrLiailj  ;  biU.  wlii 
winter  drew  iimr,   tai  ibc  mvi^iun  cd'  lh»  sd^anM 
■oa  hccuiic  diirif^tiwiBS.  tbry  fuimd  tti 
■itaUid  BD  BdmiL  dw  liittrr   L-iini'ii.-tiuii,  that  <■*■ 
oini  sflTaru  atone  wct«  tlioy 


m 


BuBfffe  was  «§itated  hj  tdht  ws  of  tht  (two  gieitatt 
P«l6nkilQB  of  the  sg^l^Jurks  tbe  FifUi  of  G^ 
wmuy,  md  Pnmcis  ik/s  First  of  Frmoe ;  aai^  witb 
awgimuiry  tuntuiis  ao  mudk  ^neacer  home  to  occti^ 
dietr  afetemliaQ,  the  Chriataan  IViiiccs  uaanonowriy 
left  fikoflbs  to  its  &te^  Tim  Cardinal  Jutio  db 
M^dids  made  an  efibct  to  istereat  Pc^  Adriaa  the 
:  &xA  ill  behalf  of  the  ibsaakea  kai^te,  l>iit  witk- 
tt«t  aoccesa*  Adnao,  though  a  good  xaao,  waa  a 
waak  Prioee,  entirelj  devoted  to  the  Enai^roi,  wiio 
had  adraneed  hm  to  tlia  I^pal  chair ;  a«dy  inatead 
«f  aeatding  auch  forcea.ashe  ei»uld  apare  to  n^tM 
im  baanei!  of  Saiati  Joho  in  the  Levant,  he  maaoiH 
•d  sU  hia  troofs  to  assist  hia  iMttefiastar  in  ehaaiiuf 
tke  Ereiudi  froaaLioiahttKly*  Diafq^poiiitiQeii^  too, 
altaiided  the  attempts  al  the  koignta-coiaraandBn 
oi  4he  Order  xesident  ia  Eanope,  'to>  ndieve  Asaa 
kasi^gfid  jbrethsem  Twa  ahips»  laden  with  akorea 
fton  MaraetUafiy  ware  lost  in  the  Tuscan  Sea;  aaud, 
la  the  same .  stcaosi,  a  veaael  Rviih  suggoues  ftxim 
£ngjhttid>  oonviaaded  by  Sir  Thomas  Nempairt,  wiia 
ala»  east  .away*  Sereral  (MtJiec-diaaaksBs  «£  a  miUar 
dflScnpiioR  oonspuBad  to  dishearten  4ihe  .g$rmaa^  wiio 
accosed  ikt  vary  elfioieats.  of  heiag  in  a  iaagiia.  »- 


In. the  meanwhile,  Aduoet  Paaiiay  on  whoBtJSii** 
IgfBua  had  .devolif^d  the  dueodon  e£  the  sie^  ae^ 
adbmted  his  batteries  .agaiflfit  die  Italian  ani  Engydt 
haatiimsy  and  Gon^feted  their  destruction.  Hiuri^ 
adaanead  hik  trenchea  to  the  base  of  the  andia,  and 
•fiinned  a/covefied  way  wilb  huge  beams  of  timber^ 
.under,  which  his  pionefsrs  vronght  .in  sa&ty,  he.xBa 
1hs>  mines  so  dosply  into  &e  jmdci^  as  to..demahah 
tfe  ioftrewdunenta,  by  ^dudbi  i&eana  he  pennanentiy 
.eMbUBlBHi  /hiinatlf  on  dMi  platfioDBL  of  :.tfi&  Iiatin 
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bastion*  To  obstract  his  farther  advance,  the  Gh«nd» 
master  demolished  the  churches  of  Saint  Pantaleoii 
and  Notre  Dame  de  k  Victoire,  and  formed  nev 
defences  out  of  their  ruins*  Several  sanguinary  but 
indecisive  combats  followed.  At  length,  a  mine  was 
iprung,  with  fatal  precision,  under  the  bastion  of 
Spain ;  and  to  prevent  the  knights  from  raising  new 
defences  in  rear  of  the  vast  breach  which  the  ex{do* 
sion  effected,  incessant  discharges  of  round-shot  were 
poured  into  it  for  twenty-four  successive  hoursi 
Next  day  (SOth  November),  the  Turks  advanced  in 
great  force  against  the  bastion*  Their  ensigns  glit- 
tered brilliantly  in  the  morning  sun,  and  they  chemd 
eadi  other  to  the  onset  with  warlike  shouts  and  songs  • 
of  victory.  A  similar  attack  was  made  on  the  Ita- 
lian bastion;  and  the  Turkish  fleet,  at  the  same 
time,  sailed  proudly  to  and  fro  before  the  haven,  as 
if  about  to  assail  the  seaward  defences.  Warned  of 
their  danger  by  the  tolling  of  the  bells  and  the  roar 
(^  the  cannon,  the  Rhodians  rushed  to  their  posts 
with  the  fury  of  despair.  The  Turks  had  no  longer 
waUs  to  surmount ;  but  they  found  in  their  stead  a 
rampart  of  devoted  breasts,  against  which  they  vainly 
dashed  themselves*  In  the  midst  of  the  conflict,, 
the  sky  was  overcast,  and  the  douds  poured  down 
torrents  of  rain  t^on  the  combatants.  Hamnly  for 
the  Rhodians,  the  flood  washed  away*  the  shouldei^ 
work  of  the  Turkish  trenches,  and  exposed  them  to 
the  cannon  on  the  bastion  of  Auvergne*  The  de*' 
atructive  fire  which  immediately  opened  from  this 
post,  supported  by  the  deadly  volhes  of  the  mus^ 
keteers  who  coverf^i  the  breach,  speedily  choked  it 
with  mutilated  bodies.  The  Rhodians,  who  be* 
jieved  the  last  day  of  their  liberty  arrived,  fr)aghfe 
nith  .the  despenition  of  men  who  luid- sworn  nol.t» 
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imtliTV  ks  extinction.  The  whole  city  awaited  in 
trepidation  the  issue-  of  the  conflict.  Every  house 
resounded  with  woman's  plaintive  cries,  and  every 
altar  was  watered  with  her  tears.  The  Turks  had 
commenced  the  assault  confident  of  victory,  and  ever 
and  anon  their  fierce  war-shouts  mingled  with  the 
roar  of  the  battle.  Dreadfully  galled  by  the  Rhodian 
fire,  they  at  length  recoiled,  and  the  knights  shouted 
exulting  in  their  turn  as  they  saw  them  retire.  Not 
«ven  the  certainty  of  instant  destruction  could  drive 
the  Ottomans  from  the  breach,  chased  by  that  deri- 
ave  cry.  Once  more  they  turned  their  lances  to- 
wards die  corse-strewn  gap,  and  entered  it  with  im- 
'petuous  bravery ;  but  again  the  same  deadly  shower 
struck  them  down  in  bleeding  heaps.  Achmet 
could  support  the  scene  of  slaughter  no  longer,  and, 
^th  a  heavy  heart,  he  ordered  the  retreat  to  be  sound- 
ed,  leaving,  in  the  breach  and  ditch  upwards  of  five 
thousand  men. 

This  repulse  filled  Solyman  with  such  desponden- 
cy, that  for  several  days  he  refused  to  be  comforted, 
and  ^ut  himself  up  in  his  tent.  Achmet,  s  though 
ttembling  at  the  hidden  &ce  of  his  prince,  relaxed 
not  his  efforts  to  work  his  way  into  the  heart  of  the 
city.  The  Rhodxans,  he  saw,  were  prepared  to  &11 
to  a  man  ;  but  even  on  that  desperate  condition  he 
knew  he  might  calculate  on  the  victory.  He  kept  the 
besieged  constantly  occupied  with  skirmishes  and 
alarms,  while  at  the  same  time,  multitudes  of  pion- 
eers laboured  incessantly  within  the  works  which  he 
had  taken,  and  gradually  ran  their  trenches  so  &r 
into  the  town,  that  the  Rhodians  gave  up  the  de- 
fence of  their  shattered  walls,-  and  pulled  down  the 
houses  behind  them  to  make  new  fortifications.  Still, 
even  the  bravest  of  the  Ottomams  shrunk  from  at- 
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tompting  anotW  generdlissault;  and  atthl;  s«rgge9» 
tion  of  Pyrriius  Pafiiia^  ivlio  bad  resumed  his  nifttH 
ence  orer  the  Saltan,  Solyman  agreed  that  the  be^ 
sieged  should  he  invited  to  capitulate.  Hieronymo 
MoniHo,  a  Genoese,  who  chanced  to  he  in  the  TxA* 
ish  camp,  was  intrusted  with  this  sertice.  Hepresiint* 
ed  himself  before  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  and,  on 
being  recognised  as  a  Christian,  was  requested  to  de# 
clare  his  mission.  He  refiised  to  deliver  k  openly ;  ^ 
but  stated,  that  he  would  make  it  known  reihally,  or 
by  letter,  to  Matteo  de  Via,  one  of  the  principal  dti-^ 
Tens  of  Rhodes.  Upon  hearing  this,  Francis  For* 
novi,  a  French  knight  of  a  choleric  disposition,  who  is 
reputed  to  have  shot,  with  his  own  harqnebuss,  from 
the  top  of  Saint  George's  Tower,  no  less  than  fite 
hundred  Turks  during  iki^  siege,  moved  with  indigna^^ 
tion,  bent  his  deadly  tube  on  the  envoy,  and,  tellii^ 
him  that  the  knights  of  Saint  John  never  treated  wSk 
the  Infidels  but  sword  in  hand,  warned  him  to  then* 
don  all  hopes  of  any  such  conference.  Mon3io  re- 
tired ;  but  two  days  afterwards  he  again  presented 
himself  before  the  walte,  as  the  bearer  of  a  packet 
from  the  Sultan  to  the  Grandmaster.  The  Grand* 
toaster,  aware  that  many  of  his  bravest  soldiers  had 
begun  to  speculate  on  the  propriety  of  a  surreir* 
der,  refused  to  receive  the  letter,  lest  his  so  doing 
should  strengthen  the  desire  for  negotiation.  Tbk 
Sentinels  were  instructed  to  pay  no  regard  to  signah 
of  parley,  but  to  fire  on  every  person  who  approached 
the  fortifications  from  the  Turkish  camp. 

Had  the  maintenance  of  this  heroic  position  rested 
solely  with  the  Grandmaster  and  the  nu^ority  of  his 
knights,  Rhodes  would  bate  been  tinir  grove.     B«t 

•  Kmltti  tol  i  p.  89a 
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lie  sochMT  did  k  cdme  td  be  g«ien^  kmnm  joi  Ae 
eky  tkat  the  enemy  weie  dsspoaed  to  negotiate*  than 
toergetic  representations  were  made  to  the  Grand- 
master that  the  offer  should  be  accepted.  The  po- 
pv^oe,  being  chiefly  Greeks,  heldmutinoascabalfly  in 
which  they  agreed,  that,^  thou^  it  might  be  peifedbly 
becoming  and  proper  for  the  knights  to  perish  at  their 
•posts,  it  was  better  fcHr  the  citizens  to  save  their  livw 
«nd  fortunes,  by  submitting  iso  the  Ottoman  yoke. 
They  empowered  their  metropblitan  to  remonstrate 
with  the  Giandmaster  in  their  naioe ;  and  that  prs- 
bte  accordingly  pointed  ottt,  in  very  moving  terms, 
die  desolation  that  would  inevitaUy  &U  on  9ie  eity, 
were  the  knights  to  hold  out  until  the  Moslems  en- 
tered it  over  their  lifdess  lenudns.  The  Grand- 
master, in  re^y,  dismissed  him  with  the  declaration, 
that  be  and  his  brethren  were  resolved  to  be  buried 
in  the  breach  and  in  the  last  intrenchments ;  but  next 
ia^  other  deputies  renewed  the  remonstrance  with  n 
protestation,  that  if  he  longer  neglected  the  presev- 
valion  of  die  inhabitants  on  such  terms  as  the  iot 
^ose  to  offer,  they  would  adopt  measures  of  their 
own  to  ensure  the  safety  of  themselves  and  fieimilies. 
Startled  by  this  menace,  the  Grandmaster  referred 
the  matter  to  the  council ;  and  three  merchants  pre- 
sented to  that  assembly  a  petition,  bearing  the  sig- 
Bstoies  of  all  the  principal  citizens,  pmying  that  dieir 
wives  and  children  might  not  be  exposed  to  the  fitr^ 
mdbrutaiity  which  invariably  diaxacterized  the  TUrlfr- 
■ish  soldiery  in  successful  assaults.  The  council,  be- 
fore answering  this  petition,  ordered  tlie  command- 
ments of  the  principal  posts  to  report  as  to  the  state 
of  the  defences ;  and,  in  particuhu^,  the  engineer  Mar- 
titiigD,  who  hod  recovered  &om  his  wound  sufficiently 
to  be  able  to  lesmie  his  duty^  and  the  Grand  Prioir  df 
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Saint  Giles,  were  required  to  deliver  a  candid  opU 
nion.     Both  these  knights  agreed  that  the  plaee  was 

•  no  longer  tenable.  The  Turks,  they  said,  were  al- 
'  ready  established  within  the  walls — ^the  flower  of  the 

Rhodian  forces  had  perished — ^and  a  dearth  oi  pto- 

*  visions  and  ammonition  would  speedily  compel  a 
'  surrender,  even  though  they  should  determine  topro- 
'  tract  the  struggle  by  making  every  house  a  bulwaik : 

— in  short,  it  was  their  decided  conviction  that  the 
next  assault  would  be  triumphant.  This  deckratton 
'  determined  the  council  in  &vour  of  negotiation.  The 
Grandmaster  alone  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  entered  his  protest  against  it,  on  the  ar- 
•gument,  that  it  was  their  duty,  as  the  sworn  cham- 
pions of  the*  Cross,  to  court  a  holy  and  glorious 
death.  This  the  whole  members  of  the  council  ad- 
mitted to  be  true ;  and,  with  one  accord,  proclaim- 
ed  their  readiness  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  honour- 
able battle  for  the  eause  to  which  they  were  solemnly 
devoted.  But  they  maintained  thai  they  had  no 
title  to  expose  the  citizens  to  certain  slaughter,  and 
their  wives  and  maidens  to  violation  and  bondage. 
Overcome  by  this  a£Pecting  consideration,  the  Grand- 
master bowed  his  venerable  head  in  silent  acquies- 
cence ;  and  it  was  decreed  that  the  overtures  of  peace 
should  be  aoc^ted. 

In  accordance  with  this  determination,  the  next 
'friendly  signal  from  the  Ottoman  camp  was- answer- 
ed by  a  corresponding  one  from  the  city ;  and  two 
-Turkish  officers  of  rank  instantly  presented  them- 
selves at  one  of  the  gates,  and  nlently  delivered  to 
the  Prior  of  Saint  Giles  and  the  Bailiff  Martini- 
-go,  who  advanced  to  meet  them,  a  letter  from  die 
Saltan  to  the  Grandmaster.  Solyman,  while  he 
held  out  proffers  of  clemency,  provided  the  place 
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*wete  immediately  eunrendered,  menaced  a  general 
massacre  in  case  he  were  compelled  to  enter  it  at 
the  point  of  the  sword-;   and  the  council  at  onoe 

^  agreed  to  exchange  hostages  and  receive  his  propo* 
scJs.  Anthony  Grolie,  standard-bearer  of  the  Or- 
der, and  Robert  Perrucey^  Judge  of  Rhodes,  both 
^'  men  of  great  gravity,  and  skilful  in  the  Greek 
tongue,"  .were  despatched  to  the  Turkish  camp; 
while  the  Turks,  on  their  part,  sent  into  the  city  a 
near  kinsman  of  Achmet  Pasha,  and  Solyman's 
chief  dragoman.     As  the  dragoman,  notwithstand- 

■  ii^  bis  office,  knew  no  language  save  his  ovm^  he 
was  accompanied  by  an  Epirote  renegade,  a  nuui  of 

-^uup  wit,  and  completely  conversant  with  the  Greek, 

.  Tuwish,  and  Italian  languages.  Solyman  received 
the  Christian  deputies  with  proud  courtesy.  He 
{dedged  himself,  in  the  event  of  Rhodes  and  its  de- 
pendencies being  surrendered,  to  permit  the  knights 
to  depart  with  the  honours  of  war  to  a  Christian 
country;  and  with  this  answer  Perrucey  was  sent 
bisck  to  the  city,  while  the  standard-bearer  was  de- 
tained and  treated  with  marked  distinction  in  Ach- 
met Pasha's  tent.     The  message  of  Perrucey  in- 

.  daced  the  council  to  send  two  other  deputies  to  the 

'  Turkish  camp,  who  demanded  three  days  for  consi- 
deration ;  but  the  Sultan,  dreading  the  arrival  of  suc- 
cours from  Europe,  returned  for  answer,  that  they 

.  must  either  accede  to  immediate  negotiation,  or  pre- 
pare for  a  fresh  assault.     Some  historians  assert  that 

•  Solyman  acceded  to  the  truce,  and  that  it  was  broken 

•by  die  impetuosity  of  the  French  knight  Fomovi, 
who,  in  a  fit  of  rage  at  seeing  the  Turks  lounging  in 

•whole  companies  under  his  guns,  discharged  a  volley 
of  round  shot  into  the  midst  of  them.     On  this,  se- 

Yersl  Christian  prisoners  deprived  of  their  hands^  earsj 


mmL  Tios08y  were  sent  bsck  to-  vtn  city  wuii  a  vu 
to  tjhe  Grandmastery  that  for  ^lis  ixiiquitoHS  vii^ataaB 
w£  the  truce,  he  should  be  sunilarly  mutilated  m 
an  example  to  posterity.  This  terrible  mission  was 
feUowed  by  successiye  discharges  from  the  Tuikiflh 
tateries,  and  the  Rhodian  cannoniers  also  resumed 
t^eir  fire ;  though,  £or  lade  of  ammunition,  their  gaoM 
were  but  lazily  worked. 

Meanwhile,  a  sort  of  reaction  had  taken  place  «- 
mong  the. inhabitants  of  Rhodes.  A  band  of  yooog 
•Greeks  presented  themselves  in  a  tumultuous  manner 
before  the  Gmndmaster,  and  demanded  that  the  ns- 
^tiations  shoukl  be  broken  off.  They  preferred  pe- 
rishing, they  said,  with  arms  in  their  hand%  to  bemg 
.  kewn  to  pieces  after  capitulation,  like  the  cidaeBS 
of  Belgrade.  The  Grandmaster,  who  knew  well  kow 
to  estimate  this  vain-glorious  language,  ans?wicd 
gravely,  that  he  was  rejoiced  to  find  so  many  brai?« 
men  of  his  own  way  of  thinking,  and  tbat  he  tmsted 
tkey  wocdd  not  ferget  t^t  thev  stood  pledged  to 
bury  themselves  in  die  ruins  of  the  city,  when  to 
hoiax  of  doom  arrived.  When  the  Turicish  batteiieB 
b^gan  to  play  again  on  die  shattered  walls,  tbese 
braggarts  were  summoned,  by  the  sound  of  a  trumpet^ 
to  re|)air  to  the  advanced  posts,  and  to  remain  there 
constantly  under  pain  of  death.  One  craven  who 
disobeyed  this  order  was  hanged,  as  an  example  to 
hia  companions ;  and  from  that  time  disc^line  was 
more  easily  maintained. 

On  the  17  th  of  December,  the  Tuiks  made  an  at- 
tempt to  dislodge  the  Rhodians  in>m  a  position  yttvk 
titey  still  maintained  in  the  Jhusse'lfratfe  of  the  Spa- 
nish bastion.  After  a  sanguinary  conflict,  whidi  UtHh 
ed  nearly  a  whole  day,  the  enemy  were  once  moie 
diivten  back  to  their  lines*     Next  day,  however^  lbs 


OtiotaaBs  rene^««d  the  assauk ;  and;  bOifie  detm  \9f 
Bwabera,  the  knights  were  at  last  competed  to  aban* 
d(Ni  the  btetioD)  and  retire  into  the  city.  Filled  with 
09intemali<Hi  at  the  imaiediate .  prospect  of  having 
their  liearths  vic^ted  by  a  merciless  soldiery,  the  ci* 
itsena  foigot  the  momentary  ardour  that  had  induced 
tfaem  to  resume  their  ttrms,  and  implored  the  Gprand- 
Inaster  to  oenew  the  negotiations.  L'lsk  Adam,  who 
taw  that  longer  resistance  woidd  only  bring  down  in- 
di^ity  and  destruction  on  the  trembling  niukitude, 
consented  to  adopt  their  suggestion ;  and  deputies 
WMe  accordingly  despatched,  with  full  authority  to 
atnuige  the  terms  of  surrender.  Solyman  received 
AeoBy  sunrounded  by  his  Janizaries,  all  eased  in 
glittering  armour;  and  it  reflects  knperishable  htn 
ndur  on  him,  that  the  conditions  he  imposed  weHi 
of  the  most  magnanimous  and  clement  description. 
The  prhunpal  stipulations  were, — that  the  churches 
shoudd  not  be  pro£mect — ^that  no  children  should  be 
taiten  from  their  parents-^that  the  citizens  should  be 
lAowed  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion — tliat  every 
pcfson,  whether  ksight  or  citizen,  should  be  lit  li- 
beity  to  quit  the  isUaid — that  those  Christians  who 
xemained,  should  pay  no  tribute  for  five  yearsr^^ 
that  the  knights  should  depart  in  their  own  galUe% 
aad  be  snp^ied  with  additional  transports  £ron^ 
the  Turkish  fleet,  if  they  required  them — that  they 
diotild  be  allowed  twelve  days  from  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  to  embaric  theifpri^erty — that  that 
piopecty  shotdd  mciude  relics,  consecrated  vessels, 
records  and  writings,  and  all  the  artillery  employed 
oft  board  their  galli^-->-4nd  that  die  Turkic  army 
ahonid^  in  the  interim,  retire  several  miles  from  the 

a,  and  only  four  thoasand  Janizaries  enter  it.    In 
■If  of  die  TudE8»  it  was  lia^y  conditioned,  that 
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^Rhodes  and  its  dependencies^  indading  the  Casib 
of  Saint  Peter  on  the  continent,  should  be  swiender* 
ed ;  and  that,  in  pledge  of  his  sincerity,  the  Grand- 
master should  dehver  up  as  hostages,  twenty-fife  oC 
the  principal  citizens,  and  the  same  number  of 
knights.  On  the  subscription  and  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  the  hostages  repaired  to  the  Turidah 
camp ;  and  the  Aga  of  the  Janizaries,  at  the  bead 
of  a  chosen  body  of  troops,  entered  the  city,  and 
planted  his  sovereign's  bimner  in  the  stead  of  the 
Christian  standard.    * 

While  this  humiliating  ceremony  was  taking  place, 
a  mighty  fleet  was  descried  in  fiill  sail  for  the  idand; 
and,  for  a  short  space,  the  Rhodians  were  tortured 
with  the  idea  that  they  had  yoluntarily  deliveied 
themselves  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  at  ^ 
very  moment  succours  from  the  West  were  about  to 
befriend  them.  The  Turks,  impressed  with  dread 
that  the  fleet  in  sight  was  really  a  Christian  ann»» 
ment,  stood  to  their  arms ;  but,  as  it  drew  near,  the 
Sultan  recognised  his  own  flag,  and  remembered  that» 
in  a  moment  of  despondence,  he  had  summoned  fresh 
troops  from  the  frontiers  of  Persia  to  press  the  siege. 
Had  this  reinforcement  arrived  at  an  earlier  period^ 
the  Rhodians  could  scarcely  have  made  so  honoww 
able  a  capitulation.  Had  it  been  a  Christian  expe» 
dition  despatched  to  their  rescue,  the  hour  of  their 
surrender  would  have  been  embittered,  by  the  coo* 
sciousness  that  another  week's  resistance  would  have 
placed  them  in  a  condition  to  contemn  the  fienaest 
assaults  of  the  Turkish  host. 

Historians  differ  as  to  the  manner  in  whidi  the 
treaty  of  capitulation  was  observed.  It  appears  to 
have  been  neither  strictly  kept  nor  grossly  broken,  but 
to  have  been  infringed  in  a  few  trivial  paxticulais  hf 
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the  Turkish  soldiery,  whose  insolence  even  the  dread 
of  their  Emperor's  vengeance  could  not  entirely  re* 
strain*     On  one  occasion,  a  body  of  Janizaries,  ac- 
tuated by  a  desire  for  plunder,  committed  sevenl 
Uoody  outrages;  but  a  threat  from  the  Sultan,  that 
tiieir  Aga's  head  should  answer  for  their  insubordi- 
nadcm,  prevented  a  general  spoliation.     Glory  was 
Solyman's  idol ;  and  there  exists  no  doubt  that  he 
im  anxious  that  the  knights  should  propagate  over 
Christendom  a  mvourable   report  of  his  clemency 
and  inviolable  fidth,  as  well  as  of  his  warlike  renown* 
Two  days  after  the  treaty  was  ratified,  the  Grand« 
master  was  invited  by  Achmet  Pasha  to  repair  to 
the  Turkish  camp,  and  be  introduced  to  his  con- 
queror*  L'Isle  Adam  at  first  reiiised  to  subject  him* 
adf  to  so  painful  an  interview ;  but,  holding  it  un- 
wise to  incense  an  enemy  who,  by  a  single  word,  might 
.eg^rminate  the  Order,  he,  after  some  hesitation, 
put  on  a  plain  habit  befitting  a  vanqui^ed  man,  and 
piesented  himself  with  a  few  attendants,  before  the 
Iflaperial  tent*      The  day  was  tempestuous;   and 
Turkish  pride  exposed  the  heroic  old  man  to  the 
ioclemeney  of  the  weather  £ox  several  hours,  without 
offering  him  the  smallest  refreshment.     At  length, 
towards  evening,  a  splendid  robe  was  flung  over  mm, 
and  iie  was  admitted  to  the  Sultan's  presence*     For 
a  time,  the  two  warriors  eyed  each  other  with  pierc* 
ing  glances*     The  venerable  and  majestic  port  of  the 
Grandmaster,  won  the  admiraticm  of  the  youthfrd 
do^x>t ;  and  he  magnanimously  requested  his  intev* 
pret^  to  console  the  dhnstiim  chief  with  the  as- 
sonmoe,  that  even  the  bravest  of  men  were  liable  to 
become  the  sport  of  fortune*    He  invited  him,  at 
the  same  time,  to  embrace  the  Mohammedan  fidth, 
and. entc^.. his :.sendce,  since. the  Cbnstian  prineei^ 
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iilio  had  abciidonrd  him  in  liu  nontity,  i)>4'4 
it  ihe  aili(uic«  uf  hu  nsdoubttd  ■  diicf  i 
f-  vity  af  a  bribe,  prtxnised  to  adriucs  luin  Eo 
L  (ighcM    dJ^iciM    in   hu    cRipim,   and    nuke 

t   oi'  bU   chiwen   couni^llcrs.     TIil-   {Jr. 

t  Icr  BUKWcnxl,   thai  «ero  Iio   i" 

L  kun  by  becuuuug  a  truitur  mi' 

I  wily  diim  bow  uimotlli}'  lir  ->  : 

Lirhich  Ilia  cuiujuoriir  unti:rtiiii)<  >'     ' 

Lfce  wotdd  iiu  riilbis'  cctire  intn  Dbui'iiriiy,  ot  jk 

|lil*il«elii  tliui  be  DcrouiUod  ■  rctircwit  anil 

Ib^  his  emt  jicoplv.     Suiyimui  diuuisMd  tliu 

Uuiglit  wiLh  liuDuur :  anil  biv  attianluitt  i»nii-d 

lirith  tbein  eadi  a  mogoiliceiit  ^untetit, 

Ethe  SuIUui'k  favour.     HatiK  diyii  oilcntiLnli, 

n  rntorcd  ilie  ciiy,  and  repaired  to  tlie  Gi 

iMr'ii  (wlait>      L'Islo   Aduiu,   uvi'fcodib   1>v 

unta{»clcd  oolidcK-eiision,  iLttcniplfd  la  liumlilcl 

MlfU  Itis  feel:  but  tfao  generous  iVIixileni 

dM  buuiHgi;,  aiiJ  gnciotisly  aaliiU'ii  limi  liv 

'      -"FMlwr."     L'TlJc  Admiw : 

ir,  bir  thfliitiug  tiod,  thM,  M 1 " 

t  Inid  £dlei)  bufbn;  tliu  arras  i  •'■ 

(•mitiiled  a  prinw.    Ax  Sul^iii^.:  i.i:  .1:1.  |.. 

d  t0  Auliiiiut  PnfJul,  wbo  HOIS  lu  ulttMuiuiii^  **  It 

t  without  regret  that  1  driva  this  nntnttiBiflH 

Ml,  till]  of  sorrinv,  ttuai  his  homo. " 

^bv  dc|jurtun(  uf  L'lale  Adum.  luid  Ate  tRiadl 

ji  iifkni^litii  who  survived  iJiia  iiu'iuDOible  majte. 

»  ei^cditcd  by  n  rcjiiiit  llul  the  Solluti  v^sniiuBt 

ifoa   ihf   nraiv  f.-r   l.w  t4[.iul.      Drmilni- ...  ta 

CltHMtl.'  I 


FOBTV-SSOOVD  GRAlVBirASTBR.  M 

OuMtian  BitMfi  ibflowcd  the  Order  into  exile.  The 
noMM  and  lamentatioiis  of  these  wanderers  reaemd- 
od  throng^oitt  the  city— even  the  sternest  |»i^l» 
-woe  omwhehned  with  grief  at  biddng  an  eternal 
fiureweU  lo  the  sacred  wa&s  wUch,  for  upwards  ef 
ta!0  Inindred  ycarsy  had  presented  an  impregnable 
iMoner  to  the  Ottoman  arms.     Lisle  Adirni  akne 
had  nfficient  Ibrtitade  to  hide  his  grief.     Amid  the 
oonfiisioa  ^uit  prevailed^  he  issued  his  orders  wilSi 
the  aame  Cranqsiliity  as  if  he  had  been  deepatchkig  his 
gdiies  to  gathev  iwsh  Jatur^  on  the  waves^  Arauiath, 
JWK  of  the  unfoftiinate  Ziam,  who  had  kmg  resided 
in  Rhodes  as  a  pensionary  of  ihe  Order,  expr^sed  the 
gceateiBt  desire  to  accon^axiy  the  expedition;  hut, 
though  he  made  several  attempts  to  elude  tlie  vigilance 
o£4iie*  Turldsh  emissaries  who  were  in  search  ef  him, 
hm  focmd  it  impossible,  and  the  Grandmaster  had  to 
leasre  him  to  his  fiite.     He  was  subsequently  uveet~ 
edf-  with  Im  feuv  dttUren,  and  brought  before  his 
puiwiim!  Idssmaiu    It  was  Sc^yman's  ardent  desire 
ihst  Ike  world  shodd  eonsider  him  a  clement  Id^- ; 
but  the  fratricidal  spirit  of  his  race  was  not  thorough- 
Iv  sobdued,  even  in  his  magnanimous  bosom.     He 
demanded  of  his  prisoner,  whether  he  were  still  num- 
bered among  the  Faithful ;  uid  when  Amurath  in- 
trepidly answered,  that  he  and  his  children  were  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  he  sternly  ordered  the  ha^ess  apos- 
tate and  his  two  sons  to  be  strangled.     They  were 
executed  in  presence  of  the  whole  army,  to  prevent 
successful  imposture  in  their  name  in  afUr  times ; 
and  two  girls,  whom  this  sanguinary  act  left  or- 
phans, were  sent  to  Constantinople,  and  immured  in 
the  old  soraglio.     There  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
conclude,  that  Amurath  and  his  family  were  pur- 
posely excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  capitulation. 
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and  that  they  fell  victims  to  a  cniel  policy^  alike  dia- 
honourable  to  the  vanquisher  and  the  vanquished,  * 
History,  however,  has  fiiiled  to  chronicle  the  fiict, 
from  a  desire,  probably,  to  transmit  the  laureHed  name 
of  L'Isle  Adam  to  posterity  without  a  stain* 

L'Isle  Adam,  like  a  true  father,  embaiked  the  last 
of  his  sorrowing  band.  He  fixed  his  head-quarters  on 
board  the  great  carrack ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
Ist  of  January  1523,  the  fleet,  consisting  of  about 
fifty  sail  of  all  descriptions,  put  to  sea.  It  v?as  an 
hour  of  woy  but  the  wanderers  departed  not  unso- 
laced.  They  looked  their  last  on  the  sbatteied 
towers  from  which  the  fiite  of  war  had  driven  them, 
8U|^rted  by  the  consciousness,  that,  though  Rhodes 
had  passed  from  under  their  sway,  their  protract- 
ed resistance  had  conferred  the  fiane  of  victory  even 
on  defeat.  The  Turks,  in  token  of  respect  for  Uw 
vanquished,  refrained  from  de&cing  the  armorial  in- 
signia and  inscriptions  on  the  public  buildings  of  the 
city^  and,  to  this  day,  they  venerate  it  as  place  war« 
thy  of  being  held  for  ever  holy  and  illustrious  in  the 
estimation  of  mankind. 

*  Rottier— ilfofiutiMnf  d*  JRkodUt  p.  140. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

jArrival  of  the  KnighU  at  Candia —  Voyage  to  Meuina — 
Residence  at  Cuma  and  Vttarho — Negotiations  regarding 
0u  Cession  of  Malta — JJIsU  AdanCs  Voyage  to  Spain — 

•  Sack  of  Home  by  the  ConstaHe  Bourbom — Malta  ceded 
to  the  Order — The  Knights  take  possession  of  that  Island 

•  — XJnsuccessfvl  attack  on  Modon — Capture  of  Coron~^. 
JDomesHc   Tumults — Sujjpression  of  the   Order  in  JEng^ 

'  land — Death  of  UIsU  Adam —  The  Brothers  Barbarossa 
— Expedition  to  Africa — Conquest  of  Goletta  and  Tunis, 

The  Christian  fleet  stood  away  for  Candia,  but  the. 
▼oyage  was  unprosperons.  Several  vessels  founder- 
ed in  a  hurricane,  and  the  remainder  made  the  ports 
of  Sitia  and  Spina  Longa  in  a  very  shattered  condi- 
tion. It  had  been  found  necessary  to  lighten  se- 
veral of  the  i^ips  during  the  storm ;  and  many  of 
the  exiles  landed  in  a  state  of  beggaiy  and  starva- 
tion. The  Grandmaster  exerted  himself  to  alleviate 
their  deplorable  condition,  and  pledged  himself,  that, 
ivfaile  the  Order  had  a  rood  of  ground  in  Christen- 
dom, or  a  ducat  in  its  treasury,  their  claims  should 
be  respected.  The  Venetian  authorities  in  Candia 
received  llie  refugees  kindly;  and  the  governor  of  the 
island  offered  them  the  amplest  relief,  and  invited 
Uie  Grrandmaster  to  the  c^itaL  Circumstances  did 
not  permit  L'IsIe  Adam  altogether  to  reject  this 

VQL.  II.  t 
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courtesy ;  but  when  he  saw  the  republicans  eager  to 
load  him  with  honoiu's,  he  could  not  refrain  from 
reproaching  them  with  having  detained  sixty  of  their 
gallies  inactive  in  port,  when  Rhodes  only  wanted 
the  presence  of  a  Christian  ally  to  have  successfully 
defied  the  Ottoman  arms.  He  declined  an  invita- 
tion to  winter  in  Candia ;  and  having  refitted  his 
fleet  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  again  put  to  sea. 
A  ^t-sailing  brigantine  preceded  him,  carrying  en- 
voys to  the  Pope  and  all  the  other  Christian  princes, 
to  announce  the  fall  of  Rhodes,  and  the  conse^ 
quent  destitution  of  the  Order.  The  Christian  world 
had  forgotten  the  knights,  while  they  were  battling 
with  the  Infidels  under  the  cover  of  walls  and  bas- 
tions ;  but  no  sooner  did  it  become  known  that  the 
insular  bulwark  of  Christendom  was  beaten  down, 
ajad  its  brave  defenders  wandering  homeless  over  ^e 
waters,  than  the  public  voice  loudly  and  bitterly  re- 
probshted  the  selfish  policy  whi^h  had  left  them  to  con- 
tend singly  with  so  gigantic  a  £oe.  The  Emperor. 
Charles  the  fifth,  and  hU  dbiyalrous  adversary  Fiaa-. 
ois  ((he  First,  eJikd^vo^u*^  to  t^QW  the  blame  of  the 
loss  9(  Rhodes  on  e^h  o^t  ;  but  f^u^op^  jusdy 
asprijb^d  it  to.  th^  ambitious  gog^s^  of  botl^,  vrhich, 
ba4  Diiutually  ^ngrossi^  thear  sympathies  and  ^ix 
afoasp  *  7<>  QUtfki  t^ei^  d^e^  s^nse  of  the  calamity, 
th^  had  b^fiUien  iJio  Qcder,  the  Hospitaller-jumsy, 
^ho  b^d  hiiJ^ertp  n^om  ^  red  rojbe  w?th  sl  black  maa- 
iffi  4  ^^c^  on  whic^  wa^  a  white  crossy  assumed  ai 
babit  entirely  blac^^  in  token  of  mouimng,  which 
t}i^  qootL^iV9  to  weap  to  this  day. 

Th/^  Grandmaster,  who  felt  tha^  the  authority-  o( 
^  prince  h^  4^pajrted.  from  hio^  ^th  i^s.  Umpoa:%^ 

*  RobertsonH^^  Charles  V. 


FORTT-SBCONI>  GAANDMA8TER.  89 

possessions,  and  that  ibe  ^lecial  cocinteiiaiice  of  the 
Fope  would  be  requisite  to  prevent  a  general  disper- 
sion of  the  knights  when  they  reached  Europe,  sub- 
dued his  private  resentment  so  far  as  to  annoimee 
his  misfortunes  in  modest  and  temperate  hmguage 
to  that  potentate.  Adrian's  heart  was  touched  with 
the  old  warrior  s  misfortunes ;  and  he  at  once  grant- 
ed a  bull,  enjoining  all  the  knights,  by  the  obedience 
due  to  him,  and  on  pain  of  degradation,  to  remaia 
iinited  under  their  venerable  chief.  Tkia  edict  was 
forwarded  witbo«t  delay  to  Messina,  to  await  the  ar* 
aval  of  the  refugees  at  that  port. 

The  fleet  had  a  tedious  voyage  &om  Candia  ta 
Sicily.  Ry  the  Grandmaster's  orders  the  larger  ves- 
sels;  commanded  by  Aitstin,  commander  of  the  Ian- 
guage  of  England,  proceeded  akme,  while  he  him- 
self remdbed  behind,  to  cheer,  by  his  presence,  the 
side  Rhodians'who  crowded  the  brig^tines  and  fe- 
luccas.. To  relieve  the  distresses  of  these  poor  suf^ 
ferers,  he  put  into  the  port  of  (jEallipoli  a  town  on 
the  Gulf  of  Tarento ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  begin- 
nings of  May  that  the  forlorn  squadron,  arrived  off 
the-  Sicilian  coast;  He  entered  the  harbour  of  Mes'^ 
sina  with  the  standard  of  the  Order  furled ;  while 
in  its  stead,  he  displayed  at  the  topmast  of  his  ship 
a  banner,  bearing  the  flgure  of  the  Vh^  clasping^ 
hex  dead  son  in  her  arms^  with  the  motto,  ^^  Afflic*- 
tes  spes  mea  rebusm'*  He  was  received  with  mark- 
ed distinction  by  the  Sicilian  authorities ;  and  the 
viceroy  invited  him,  in*  the  Emperor,  Chades  the 
Fifihis  name,,  to  make  Messina  his  home..  His^ 
£irst  care  was  to  pixivide  accommodation  for  the  sick,, 
and  to  set  an  example  to  his  knights  of  that  chari- 
table devotion  inseparable  from  fiie  character  of  a 
^ijMil.l{os|)italleri     This  done^  heinstituted  a  ri-t 
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gorous  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  those  knights 
who  had  been  sent  to  Europe  during  the  siege,  to 
procure  succours,  but  had  never  returned.  Many 
of  these  laggards  had  rendezvoused  at  Messina,  in 
expectation  of  his  arrival ;  and  they  were  cited  be- 
fore the  council  to  account  for  their  delay.  They 
defended  themselves,  by  throwing  the  blame  chiefly 
on  the  elements.  Adverse  and  tempestuous  wind^ 
had  rendered  navigation  almost  impossible;  some 
vessels-  had  been  cast  away  in  futile  attempts  to 
prosecute  their  voyage ;  others  had  been  damaged 
by  rencontres  with  corsairs ;  but  no  evidence  was 
adduced,  to  show  that  any  knight  had  ^ed  in  his 
duty  to  the  Order.  The  tribunal  pronounced  a  ge- 
neral acquittal ;  and  L'Isle  Adam,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  blest  God  that  the  loss  of  Rhodes  was  not  as- 
cribable  to  the  negligence  of  any  of  hi^  associates. 

Scarcely  had  the  Orandmaster  suppressed  the 
discontent,  which  this  rigorous  proceeding  excited, 
when  he  had  to  grapple  with  a  new  enemy.  The 
plague  made  its  appearance  at  Messina ;  and  to  es- 
cape the  contagion,  he  again  took  ship  with  all  his 
foUowers  nearly  as  precipitately  as  he  had  done  at 
Rhodes,  and  sailed  in  search  of  a  more  salubrious 
station.  It  is  probable  that  the  pestilence  was 
brought  to  Sicily  by  the  refugees  themselves,  and 
that  the  magistrates  of  Messina  commanded  their  im- 
mediate departure.  Be  this  as  it  may,  they  carried 
the  disease  along  with  &em,  and  several  knights  of 
distinction  died  of  it  at  sea.  With  the  concurrence  of 
the  \^ceroy  of  Naples,  L'Isle  Adam  landed  his  for- 
lorn band  m  the  Gulf  of  Bais,  and  encamped  near 
the  ruins  of  Cum®.  At  the  end  of  a  month  the 
plague  disappeared ;  and  re-embarking  his  people, 
he  sailed  with  the  Pope's  permission  to  Civita  Vco- 


FORTT-SSCOVD  GRANDMASTER.  91 

chia.  After  some  delay,  Adrian  notified  to  him 
that  he  was  ready  to  receive  a  personal  visit ;  and, 
attended  by  all  ms  knights,  the  Grandmaster  set 
out  for  Rome.  He  entered  it  with  some  pomp, 
surrounded  by  a  throng  of  Roman  patricians,  and 
welcomed  by  salvos  of  artiUery.  The  Pontiff,  though 
an  invalid,  rose  from  his  chair,  and  honoured  hun 
with  a  friendly  embrace,  designating  him,  at  the  same 
time,  the  hero  and  defender  of  the  Christian  £iith*— 
words,  says  the  historian,  *  which  cost  his  HolinesB 
much  less  expense  than  would  have  done  the  suc- 
cours necessary  for  the  preservation  of  Rhodes. 
Shortly  afterwards,  the  malady  which  the  Pope  la- 
boured under  cut  him  off,  and  the  Cardinal  Juho 
de  Medicis,  who  had  formerly  been  a  knight  of 
Rhodes,  but  had  laid  aside  the  sword  for  the  cowl 
and  rosary,  was  unanimously  elected  in  lus  stead, 
as  Clement  the  Seventh  (1523.) 

The  election  of  a  prelate  who  had  worn  the  cross 
of  Saint  John,  revived  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
knights,  who  argued,  that  they  would  not  long  be 
left  wanderers  under  the  papacy  of  a  Pontiff  so  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  befriend  them.  These  anticipa- 
tions were  fully  realized.  Clement  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  showing  his  high  consideration  for 
the  Grandmaster ;  and  in  the  pageant  that  celebratr 
ed  his  election,  the  great  standard  of  the  Order  was 
carried  before  him  by  Julian  Redolfi,  Prior  of  Car 
pua,  who  wore  his  battle-harness  on  the  occasion, 
and  rode  a  splendidly  caparisoned  horse.  Thc^ 
Vice-chancellor  of  the  Order  was  subsequently  calr 
led  upon  to  detail,  in  a  full  consistory,  the  history 
of  the   siege   to  the   Pontiff  and  his  court ;   and 

• 

•  Vertot. 
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80  eloquently  did  he  acquit  himself,  that  many  ef  the 
cardinals  shed  tears.  Yiterho,  a  place  about  foity 
miles  from  Rome,  was  offered  to  the  knights  as  a  teat- 
porary  asylum,  with  permission  for  the  fleet  to  re- 
main at  Civita  Vecchia.  Thither  accordingly  they 
repaired,  and  thither  also  the  demon  of  pestilence, 
which  had  driven  them  from  Messina,  pursued  them. 
In  this  extremity,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  generously  pro- 
vided them  a  temporary  retreat  at  Nice  in  Piedmont, 
and  accommodation  for  the  fleet  at  Villa  Franca ;  and 
there  the  majority  of  the  knights  sojourned,  until  the 
abatement  of  the  plague  at  Yiterbo  aUowed  them  to 
re-assemble  vnth  safety  at  that  station. 

Before  taking  leave  of  the  Pope  to  repair  to  Vi- 
terbo,  L*Isle  Adam  privately  debated  with  him  vari- 
ous schemes  for  the  permanent  re-establishment  of 
the  Order  in  some  port  or  island,  from  whence  the 
knights  might  continue  thar  war£ire  against  the  fol- 
lowers of  Mohammed.  The  port  of  Suda  in  Candia, 
and  the  islands  of  Cerigo  and  Elba,  were  severally 
named  and  rejected ;  but  they  finally  came  to  the 
conclusion,  that,  could  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth 
be  prevailed  upon  to  grant  the  Order  the  islands  of 
Midta  and  Goza  in  absolute  sovereignty,  it  could 
not  possibly  be  planted  in  a  more  &voarable  posi- 
tion. In  accordance  with  this  decision,  the  Grand- 
master lost  no  time  in  despatdbing  an  embassy  to 
the  Emperor,  who  was  then  at  Madrid,  with  in- 
structions to  use  eve^  exertion  to  achieve  this  de- 
sirable object.  The  knights  employed  in  this  mis* 
sion  were  the  Prior  of  Castile,  the  Chevalier  Mar- 
tinigo,  who  had  rendered  himself  so  distinguished 
in  the  defence  of  Rhodes,  and  the  commander  Bosio^ 
a  man  of  great  learning,  and  skilled  in  negotiation. 
They  represented  to  the  Emperor,  in  forcible  laa- 
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gatLg^,  the  protracted  and  glorioua  services  ofthe  Order 
■=— the  desolttte  condition  to  which  it  was  now  re* 
duced— Mid  the  fiiir  opportunity  which  he  con- 
sequently had  of  becoming  as  it  Were  its  rege- 
nerator) and  rearing  ah  impregnable  bulwark  be- 
tween his  Sicilian  possessions  and  the  Turks.  The 
Emperor^  who  saw  reason  to  d)%ad  that  Solyman 
woidd  sooner  orkter  turn  his  arms  against  the  Sici- 
lian or  Sardinian  coaists,  listened  complacently  to  the 
petition ;  but,  with  the  selfish  policy  for  which  he  was 
temarkable,  he  sought  at  the  same  time  to  arrange 
the  treaty  of  cession-,  so  as  to  secure  to  himself 
the  fealty  of  the  Order.  The  knights,  startled  at  his 
obvious  designs  on  their  independence,  yet  careful 
to  restrain  any  expressions  of  indignation,  which 
might  give  oflfence  to  so  potent  a  patron,  were 
glad  to  allow  th6  negotiations  to  fiill  asleep.  In  the 
prospect  of  their  ultimate  resumption,  however,  the 
Grandmaster  despatched  commissioners  to  Malta  and 
Goza,  to  report  on  the  nature  and  capabilities  of 
these  islands,  and  the  condition  of  the  fortress  of 
Tripoli  on  the  cbest  of  Africa,  which  was  also  at 
that  time  an  appanage  of  the  Sicilian  crbwn. 

While  these  knights  were  thus  engaged,  Achihet 
Aga^  the  Turkish  general  who  had  so  greitly  contri- 
buted to  the  reduction  of  Rhodes,  having  succeeded 
to  the  government  of  Egypt,  raised  the  standard  of 
i«volt  against  his  sover«gn,  and  invited  th«5  Gnindi 
master  to  enter  itito  a  league  with  him  for  the  re- 
^^onqu^st  of  that  island.  To  ascertain  whether  the 
project  Were  practicable,  LTsle  Adaiti  despatched  th<i 
cdmMander  BosicT  to  visit  Rhodes  in  the  disguise  of 
a  merchant;  bnd  the  worthy  knight  ably  fulfill<*d 
his  perilous  mission.  He  found  the  walls  unrepair- 
ed, die  people  pining  under  a  rigorous  thiaU,  and  a  re- 
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negade  captam,  who  was  devoted  to  Adimet,  and 
who  commanded  the  defences  of  the  haibour,  pa- 
fectly  disposed  to  betray  his  trust  the  moment  a 
Christian  force  capable  of  canying  the  place  appear- 
ed be£ore  it.  But  the  untimely  death  of  Adunet, 
who  found  it  impossible  to  keep  the  field  against 
the  army  of  his  sovereign,  terminated  Bosio  s  la- 
bours, and  abruptly  dissolved  the  project. 

The  report  of  the  Maltese  commissioners  was,  as 
fax  as  regarded  that  island  and  its  insular  dependen- 
cies, fevourable  to  the  views  of  the  Grandmaster; 
and,  though  they  represented  the  situation  of  Tripoli 
as  one  of  great  exposure,  unattended  with  any  com- 
mensurate advantage,  it  was  determined  that  the  ne- 
gotiations for  the  cession  should  be  renewed.  But 
the  situation  of  European  politics,  at  that  juncture, 
was  any  thing  but  &vourable  to  the  desires  of  the 
knights.  Germany,  Italy  and  Spain,  were  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  Charles,  who  held  his  chivalrous  op- 
ponent, Francis  the  First  of  France,  a  prisoner  in 
Madrid ;  and  scarcely  a  prince  in  Christendom  dared  to 
exhibit  an  interest  in  the  &te  of  the  captive  monarch. 
To  facilitate  his  liberation,  his  mother,  who  held 
the  regency  of  his  kingdom,  determined  on  assailing 
the  stony  heart  of  Charles,  through  the  medium  m 
her  daughter,  the  Duchess  of  Alen^on — a  princess 
of  surpassing  beauty  and  irresistible  fascination.  The 
Grandmaster  of  Saint  John,  who,  in  virtue  of  his 
nativity,  had  always  been  forward  to  manifest  a  de- 
ference for  the  King  of  France,  was  solicited  to  give 
the  Duchess  the  convoy  of  his  gaUies  firom  Mar- 
seilles to  Spain,  which,  with  more  gallantry  than  con- 
sideration, he  agreed  to  do;  under  an  impression, 
that  it  would  afibrd  him  an  opportunity  of  personally 
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renewing  his  application  to  the  Emperor  to  be  put 
in  absolute  possession  of  Malta.  His  fleet,  accord* 
ii^ly,  ran  down  to  Marseilles ;  but  no  sooner  did  the 
Emperor's  miaisters  become  aware  of  the  object  of 
the  expedition,  than  they  sequestrated  all  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Order  in  Italy.  Charles,  jealous  of  the 
.sentiments  of  the  Grandmaster,  approved  of  this  ar- 
bitrary proceeding,  and  called  upon  the  council  to 
give  hun  a  definite  answer,  without  further  delay^  as 
to  whether  they  would  accept  of  Malta  on  the  terms 
offered  them.  The  Spanish  knights,  who  regarded 
themselves  as  under  the  special  patronage  of  the  Em- 
peror, were  for  instantly  acceding  to  these  condi- 
tions ;  but  the  council  returned  for  answer,  that,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Grandmaster,  they  could  come  to 
lio  decision.  At  the  same  time,  they  despatched 
information  to  Lisle  Adam  of  the  sequestration  of 
the  revenues,  and  of  the  imperative  nature  of  the 
message  which  the  Emperor  had  sent  them.  The  re- 
ceipt of  this  intelligence  had  no  effect  on  the  Grand- 
master's arrangements ;  and,  with  the  French  prin- 
cess under  his  protection,  he  sailed  f6r  Spain. 

The  beautiful  and  witty  sister  of  the  imprisoned 
king  was  honourably  received  at  Madrid ;  and  even 
L'Isle  Adam,  notwithstanding  the  untoward  circum- 
stances under  which  he  presented  himself,  met  with 
a  &vourable  reception.  In  a  private  audience,  he 
laid  before  the  Emperor  copious  details  of  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  Order;  and,  when  he  saw  him  af- 
fected by  the  narrative,  gently  bewailed  the  rigour 
of  the  Imperial  functionaries  in  Italy,  and,  by  a  strain 
of  poUtic  arguments,  satisfied  his  illustrious  auditoir 
that  the  hope  of  recovering  Rhodes  alone,  rather 
than  any  want  of  gratitude  for  the  offer  of  Malta, 
had  prevented  the  council  firom  at  once  accepting  of 
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that  island.  The  Emperot,  with  move  getveroaty 
than  usually  distinguished  him,  agreed  not  only  to 
restore  the  sequestrated  reventieS)  but  to  aafflst  any 
enterprise  which  the  Order  might  imdettake  i^inst 
Rhodes.  To  crown  his  seYise  of  L'ldti  Adam's  high 
deserts,  hepermitted  him  to  ka^  fi«e  access  to  the 
King  of  France ;  and  in  a  short  titne,  the  yene- 
rable  knight  saw  himself  firmly  esNtablished  in  the 
confidence  of  both  monarchs*  Ftuncis,  indeed,  ad- 
mitted him  to  all  his  councils  ;  and  though  the  Du- 
chess of  Alen9on  £uled  in  her  negotiation,  and  was 
compelled  to  hurry  back  to  France,  leaving  her  bro- 
ther in  durance,  the  Grandtaiaster,  who  was  as  skilful 
in  diplomacy  as  he  wtis  brave  in  battle,  ceased  tiot  to 
exercise  his  influence  as  a  mediator  between  his  Im- 
perial and  Royal  patrons.  It  was  chiefly  through  his 
exertions  that  the  monarchs  were  at  last  btt)Ught  to 
agree  to  a  treaty  of  peace ;  and  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  present  at  their  first  interview  afWr  it  v^ras  sign- 
ed. It  is  told,  *  that  on  this  occasion,  the  two  mo- 
narohs  having  to  pass  through  a  door,  the  Emperor 
offered  the  King  the  precedence,  which  Francis  de- 
clined. Charles,  disconcerted  by  his  refiisal^  appealed 
to  the  Grandmaster  by  the  title  of  Father ;  when  the 
latter,  with  that  wisdom  tot  which  he  was  remarkable, 
promptly  answered,  addressbg  himself  to  the  King 
of  France,  **  No  one,  Sire,  disptrtes  ^at  the  Empe- 
ror is  the  mightiest  prince  in  Christendotn  ;  but  as 
you  are  not  only  in  his  dominions,  but  In  his  palace, 
it  becomes  you  not  to  decline  the  courtesy  by  which 
he  recognises  you  as  the  greatest  of  Europeati  kings." 
This  subtile  decision  satisfied  both  princes;  and 
Charies,  in  particular,  was  gratified  by  i\i6  manner 

*  Boabi 


HI  which  it  accorded  him  the  supremacy — a  proof 
how  insignificant  are  the  things  that  inflate  even  the 
greatest  among  mankind. 

The  Grandmaster  left  Spain  (1526),  honoured 
'^th  many  marks  of  the  Imperial  fiiyour^  and  cheered 
by  pledges  of  cordial  support  in  all  his  projects. 
The  eloquence,  the  sagacity,  the  halo  that  a  long 
Jife  of  glory  threw  around  him,  and,  above  all,  his 
gray  hairs — ^that  noblest  of  all  coronals  when  u&- 
dishonoured — ^had    secured   him    the   esteem    and 
confidence  of  one  of  the  sternest  and  most  self- 
ish hearts  that  ever  ruled  the  destinies  of  nationi. 
He  had  the  additional  satis&ction>  before  he  left  the 
Peninsula,  of  prevailing  on  the  King  of  Portugal, 
lo  abiuidon  a  project  of  seizing  on  the  revenues  of 
the  Order  within  his  territmies,  which  he  contem- 
plated doing,   on  the   pretext  that  they  were  no 
longer  aj^licable  to  the  defence  of  Christendom, 
And  might  be  better  employed  in  a  crusade  i^ainst 
the   Moors  of  Barbary.      Other  sovereigns   weie 
not  slow,  however,  to  manifest  a  similar  disposition. 
The  suppression  of  the  Templars  was  a  precedent 
'which  avaricious  princes  treasured  in  vivid  remem- 
brance;  and  the   knights  of  Saint  John,   driven 
•from  their  insular  principality,  and  without  a  per^ 
manent  and  independent  lodgment  for  their  banner, 
found  that  the  memory  of  their  past  services  was 
but  an  indifferent  shield  between  them  and  royal 
rapacity.     In  particular,  Henry  the  Eighth  of  £ng^ 
land,  a  proud  and  arrogant  prince,  who  had  learned 
to  regulate  ecclesiastical  matters  with  small  scrupu- 
losity, indignant  at  the  Grandmaster  having  neglect- 
ed to  honour  him  with  a  personal  visit,  as  he  had 
done  the  Emperor  and  his  royal  prisoner,  usurped 
the  patronage  of  the  Order,  and  demanded  mihtary 
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service  firom  the  Englkh  knights.  The  Grandmas- 
ler  was  in  France  when  intelligence  of  diis  misfor- 
tune reached  him ;  and,  aware  that  temperate  mea- 
sarea  might  do  much,  while  outrageous  complaints 
could  do  nothing,  he  instantly  despatched  an  em- 
bassy to  the  English  monarch,  and,  when  it  &il- 
ed  to  mollify  his  wrath,  repaired  in  person  to  his 
court.  Henry,  pacified  by  this  token  of  re^ct, 
and  captivated  by  those  time-furrowed  cheeks  and 
that  hoary  head,  which  even  the  stem  nature  of 
the  imperial  despot  had  found  it  impossible  to  with- 
stand, received  him  with  the  distinction  befitting  a 
great  commander.  He  was  lodged  in  the  palace, 
and,  in  the  private  conferences  with  which  his  royal 
entertainer  honoured  him,  had  ample  opportunities 
of  advocating  the  interests  of  his  fraternity.  The 
Grandmaster  prudently  avoided  all  complaints  against 
the  King,  for  his  inMngement  of  the  rights  of  the 
Order;  and  Henry,  of  his  own  accord,  abandoned 
the  rigorous  measures  he  had  adopted.  All  he 
asked  was  the  nomination  of  John  Ranson,  the  Tur- 
copiher,  a  knight  who  had  done  him  good  service 
•in  Ireland,  to  the  Grand  Priory  of  that  country. 
This  favour  the  Grandmaster  held  it  impolitic  to  re- 
fuse, though  it  superseded  the  Chevalier  Babington, 
who  was  in  possession  of  the  Priory ;  and,  in  re- 
turn for  his  complaisance,  the  King  confirmed  all 
the  privileges  of^the  Order;  and,  when  the  vene- 
rable knight  bade  him  farewell  to  rejoin  his  brethren, 
presented  him  in  his  own  and  the  Queen's  name 
with  a  golden  basin  and  ewer,  enriched  with  preci- 
ous stones,  which  was  afterwards  deposited  in  the 
treasury  of  Saint  John,  and  constituted  one  of  its 
most  magnificent  ornaments.  * 

*  SoiiffcfiD. 
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Meanwliile,  warfare  and  political  strife  had  been 
busy  in  Italy  ;  and  the  Pope,  after  daring  the  Em* 
peror's  vengeance,  by  heading  a  notable  league  a- 
gainst  him,  beheld  his  territories  a  prey  to  intestine 
divisions,  and  invested  his  capital  by  a  hostile  army. 
That  army  was  led  by  the  famous  Constable  Bour- 
bon, the  Emperor's  General-in-chief  in  Italy,  who, 
reduced  to  the  most  desperate  straits,  by  the  rapa- 
city and  mutinous  threats  of  his  soldiers,  daring- 
ly resolved  to  propitiate  them  with  the  spoil  of  the 
Vatican.  The  history  of  this  extraordinary  expedi- 
tion, and  of  the  no  less  extraordinary  man  who  head- 
ed it,  belong  not  to  the  annals  of  the  chivalry  of 
Saint  John.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  on  the  5th  of 
May  1527,  Bourbon  and  his  excommunicated  le- 
gions, for  the  Pope  had  ineffectually  employed  the 
thunder  of  the  church  against  them,  encamped 
on  the  plains  of  Rome.  Next  morning,  clad  in 
complete  armour,  over  which,  for  the  sake  of  dis- 
tinction, he  wore  a  white  vest,  he  placed  himself  in 
the  van  of  his  army,  and  attempted  to  carry  the  city 
by  scalade.  Seeing  his  troops,  who  loved  him  to 
adoration,  begin  to  waver,  he  seized  a  scaUng  lad- 
der, and,  planting  it  against  the  walls,  was  in  the 
act  of  mounting  it,  when  a  bullet  from  the  ramparts 
struck  him  down  mortally  woimded.  With  the  in- 
trepidity of  a  warrior,  whom  even  the  pang  of  death 
could  not  subdue,  he  called  on  the  friend  nearest 
him  to  cover  him  with  a  cloak,  that  his  soldiers 
might  not  be  disheartened  by  his  fall ;  and  in  that 
position,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he  soon 
after  breathed  his  last.  *  The  death  of  their  ge- 
neral only  stimulated  the  fury  of  his  troops,  who, 

*  Gttiodaidiiu. 
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Ueuding  the  name  of  Bourbon  with  cries  of  blood 
aad  revenge,  flung  themselves  into  the  city,  sword 
in  hand,  drove  the  Pope  into  the  fortress  of  Saint 
Angelo,  and  indulged  in  all  the  crimindities  of  pil- 
lage and  massacre.  Never,  even  in  the  days  of  her 
barbarian  conquerors,  had  that  proud  city  been  ex- 
posed to  greater  desolation-  The  streets  were  strew- 
ed vnth  dead ;  the  noblest  and  fairest  were  d^raded 
a^d  outraged ;  and  the  Roman  blood,  already  con- 
taminated by  the  Huns,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Goths, 
snfiered  yet  another  poUuticm,  from  the  intemuxture 
of  the  Spanish  and  German  nations.  * 

The  Pope  and  thirteen  Cardinals  held  out  the 
castle  of  Saint  Angelo  nearly  a  month.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  they  acceded  to  the  terms  which  the 
Imperialists  offered ;  and  Clement  was  carried  a  pri- 
soner to  Naples.  The  humiliation  of  the  Pontiff, 
which  was  aggravated  by  the  expulsion  of  his  femily/ 
the  Medici,  from  Florence,  filled  the  Emperor  with 
joy ;  yet  policy  instigated  him  to  conceal  his.  triumph ; 
and  he  affected  great  horror  at  what  he  called  the 
sacrile^ous  and  unsanctioned  crime  of  Bourbon  and 
his  army.  While  these  commotions  a^taled  Europe, 
Ae  Knights  of  Saint  John  remained  quiescent  in  their 
iietreat  at  Viterbo.  Neither  their  project  for  the  re- 
covery of  Ehodes,  nor  their  negotiations  for  the  ces- 
sion of  Malta,  could  advance,  while  Christendom  was 
distracted  by  such  bloody  and  deplorable  contests ; 
^Xld  it  was  not  till  after  the  lapse  of  two  years,  vrhen  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  by  the  Pontiff  and  his  im- 
perial adversary,  that  the  interests  of  the  Older  again 
received  the  attentipn  of  these  two  potentates*     In 

*  Wraxall.     Fnmoe  under  the  Race  of  Valois. 
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tl^lit  interrak  die  kiiigbt  Bosk)  paid  a  second  visit 
of  espial  to  Rhodes,  aQdi»  ait  ynmineat  personal  ha- 
zardy  ascertauaed  that  all  hope  of  recovering  that, 
island  was  Aitile.  Qn  his  xetum  to  Viterbo,  he  en- 
(leayomred  to  console  the  Grandmaster  for  the  aban-. 
donment  of  this  &vourite  project,  by  proposing  a 
descent  on  Modon»  a  city  of  the  Morea,  which^ 
with  a  little  e:(ertion9  he  argued  could  be  rendered  a 
pleasant  and  tenable  position.  Bosio,  with  the  love 
o£  enterprise  natural  to  his  character,  had  drawn  up. 
ai.plan  for  the  ac^veyienA  of  this  conquest ;  but  the. 
co^perionce  of  I^'lslfS  Adusm  Ibpbi^e,  or  rather  pro*- 
<^r«uslin«ted»  ij;s  adoption. 

The  reconcilement  of  the  Emperor  md  the  Pope»> 
(Hm  result  of  which,  w^as.the  restoration  of  diie  House, 
of  Medicis  to  the  sovereignty  of  Florence,  was  fol-* 
Ipwed  b^y  the  cession  of  Maj^a  to  the  knights  of  Saint. 
John,  who  lauded  the  PontiiOr  as  the  re^establishec 
Qf  their  Qrdec.  The  act  of  donation  received  the 
imp^cial  signal^e  ^  Syracuse,  on  the  24th  of  MarcK 
ld3Q*  By  this  deed,  Charles  ceded  forever  to  the 
Gir9i(!idmas(er  9od  religious  Maternity  of  Saint  John, 
i^  alwBolute,  titk  ai^d  feersimple,  all  the  castles,  for^ 
tl^esstesand  isles  of  Tripoli,  Malta  md  Goza,  with 
power  of  li&  and.  dea^l^  and  that  without  appeal  to. 
any  lord  paramou^A  whomsoever,.  The  only  c<»idi?. 
tiipnsL  he  atta^h^d  to.  the  ^cmU  were,  that  the  Ordei: 
should  never  sufier  its  subjects  to.  mske  wac  a- 
gainst  the  King  of  Sicily  a^  his  states — thai  the 
^d  Kiog  or  his  Vic^oy,  should  receive  the  awiual. 
h(»nage  of  ^  £»lcon— r-th^t  he  should  have  the  powev 
of  eleQting  my.  one  of  tl¥ee  candidates,  named  by. 
thfi  Qounci},  to  ijhe  hishopriti  of  Malta  whenever  it 
jgoU  v^5»»t-ytiMi^  the  koights.  gn.  whom,  the .  cgmmandi 
of  the*  squadrons  of  the  Order  devolved,  should  be 
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persons  in  whom  he  could  confide^— and  thai  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  island  should  not  be  conveyed  away 
from  the  Order  without  his  special  sanction. 

The  Commander  Bosio  received  the  deed  of  do- 
nation from  the  Emperor's  own  hand,  and,  with  that 
generous  zeal  which  had  always  distinguished  him, 
set  off  to  present  it  in  person  to  the  Grandmaster. 
In  the  course  of  his  hasty  journey,  the  carnage  in 
which  he  travelled  was  overturned,  and  he  received 
several  severe  contusions.  An  unskil^  surgeon  at- 
tempted to  bleed  him,  but,  instead  of  priddng  a 
vein,  ignorantly  opened  an  artery,  and  a  gangrene 
ensuing,  put  a  period  to  this  brave  and  talented 
man's  life.  A  Rhodian  gentleman,  to  whom  he  in- 
trusted his  despatches,  carried  them  safely  to  the 
Grrandmaster,  who  bewailed  him  with  sincere  grief, 
as  a  knight  whose  place,  whether  in  camp  or  council, 
it  was  not  easy  to  refilL 

The  territory  which  the  Order  acquired  by  this 
grant,  embraced,  as  already  stated,  die  islands  of 
Malta  and  Goza,  and  the  town  of  Tripoli,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  Malta,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  sent  to  survey  the  islands  when 
their  cession  was  first  bruited,  was  nothing  better  than 
a  shelterless  rock  of  soft  sand-stone  called  tufFa,  six  or 
seven  leagues  long,  and  three  or  four  broad.  The  sur- 
fiice  of  ihe  rock  was  scantily  covered  with  eaith,  but 
of  so  coarse  and  arid  a  kind  that  grain  refused  to  ve- 
getate in  it.  It  produced,  however,  dbundanoe  of  ^s, 
melons,  and  other  fruits,  besides  cotton  and  comnun, 
which,  together  with  honey,  were  exchanged  by  the 
native  traders  for  com  with  their  Sicilian  neighbours. 
The  idand  had  no  rivulets,  and,  except  in  the  m^ 
tetior,  it  was  destitute  of  springs— consequently,  the 
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inhabitants  had  to  store  up  the  rain  in  cisterns.  Fuel 
was  so  scarce,  that  wood  was  sold  by  the  pound ; 
and  the  natives  usually  dressed  their  food  on  fires 

•  madiB  with  thistles,  or  cow-dung  dried  in  the  sun. 
-TihG  Citta  NotabUey  or  capital,  occupied  a  rising 
•ground  in  the  centre  of  the  island,  and  was  a  paltry, 
miserable,  and  defenceless  place.  One  side  of  the 
island  was  shelterless,  and  destitute  of  haiboiurs,  but 
another  was  provided  with  several  of  sufficient  capa- 

.  city  to  accommodate  the  largest  fleet.     The  fordfi- 
cations,  however,  that  commanded  them  were  insig- 
nificant, and  in  ruia«;.     The  inhabitants  numbered 
'  about  twelve  thousand ;  but  an  ungrateful  soil,  and 
.  the  rapacity  of  the  corsairs,  who  made  periodiod  de- 

•  scents  on  it,  sweeping  whole  fiunilies  into  captivi^, 
k^  them  miseisble  and  debased. 

Goza  was  described,  in  the  same  report,  as  divid- 
ed from  Malta  by  a  channel  about  a  league  and  a 

•  half  wide,  in  the  midst  of  whidi  lay  two  islets  or 
rodcs,  called  Cumin  and  Cuminot.     According. to 

-the  survey,  Gosa  wa»  eight  leagues  in  circumfer- 
■  encey  destitute  of  harbours,  .and  environed  by  shoals 
•and  reefi,  but  withal  blessed  with  a  fertile  soiL 
'The  inhabitants  amounted  to  about  five  thousand, 
who  dwelt,  iike  the  people  of  Malta,  in  casals  or 
hamlets.  Their  only  de&nce  £:om  the  corsairs  was 
>« badly  fortified  castle,  built  on  ahili. 

As  to  the  city  and  castlfr  of  Tiipoli,  on  the  adja- 
oent  coast  of  Africa,  their  report  was  still  more  un- 
fiiYonmble.  Situated  at  the  distance  of  ei^ty  leagues 
.fiom  Malta,  destitute  of  defences,  which  the  sandy 
•nature  of  the  ground  rendered  it  almost  impract»- 
•ebUe  to.  erect,  and  commanded  by  a  neighbourii^ 
•.nbnotmy  the  oommissipners  regarded  it  as  an  un- 
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tenable  position,  and  maintained,  thai  auy  .gmmki 
diat  mi^t  be  sent  thither  would  certainly  be-deliveied 
into  the  hands  of  the  Moon  of  Tuihs,  if  it  eeufed 
atervation.  These  were  not  very  encoun^ging  pic- 
tures ;  but  the  prospects  of  the  kni^its  did  not  war- 
nnt  the  reaction  of  the  Emperor's  <k»iation,  hBm^ 
ever  repulsive  and  perilous  the  exile  to  which  it  ioon- 
signed  tbenu 

To  the  detaib  furnished  by  the  eoinmiasicinaB,  it 
18  abnost  unneoessory  to  make  any  additiao*     Malta 
•»'-4he  Melita  of  Scripture — lies  in  the  booom  of  the 
MeditexraBeaa  Sea,  about  fifty  miles  aouthwwd  of 
iSkily,  the  nearest  point  of  Europe.    Its  first  inhsr 
Utaats  were  of  CartiHiginian  oiigin;  and,  to  this 
day,  the  Maltese  language,  which  is  a  coirupt  ^a- 
lect  of  the  Arabic,  blended  with  Italian,  is  siqppoaed 
to  bear  an  affinity  to  the  Funic  toi^^ne.     From  the 
Carifcagimans  it  passed  to  the  Romans,  who,  in  .tuED, 
gave  place  to  the  Goths,  and  these,  a^n,  to  the£a- 
nieens.  In  1090,  it  was  recovered  jBrom  the  Infideb  by 
the  Noxman  adventurers  who  had  settled  in  f^^ahf^ 
It  afterwaods  became  an  ifyanage  "of  the  Genaan 
Hanperors,  fix)m  whom  it  was  .taken  by  Charles  of 
Aao^cfo,  King  of  Sicily,  wiio,  .in  (turn,  was  diapoaaesB- 
ed  of  it  by  the  troops  of  Spain-;  and,  jAer .  betng 
OB^Matedly  bou^t  and  sold  ht-  iibe   coavseoicBoe 
of  its  rulers,   was  fiaaliy  gpurtod  :ta  iihe  H^i^i^ 
^  Saint  John,  by  the  Iinf>erial  Jiet  «f  donation. 
These  transfensDceo,  conjoined,  with  its  jeipBMiie  to 
^  descents  of  the.  Sacacan  and  lujckish  jroveiB,)had 
■conyletely  desolated  the  island  and  its  depeaileMes, 
-and  the.in^poverished  inhabitants  could  baiefy  pnot* 
vide  themselToes  with  the  necessaries  of  hS^  .  In  ^ 
•yiear  i&16^  only  iourteen  yean  psior  ifto  jte  leanao 
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to  the  KnigbtB  of  SidiH  JipbA>  «I1  4e  reyanue  which 
iiie  Iqiperial  governor  eould  wring  from  it,  mm 
£oi!tf''one  du<»t9.*  Undor  these  dicumstanGeS)  the 
^^erosii^  of  CluMrl^  vipp^an  of  a  very  niggaid  de^ 
scription ;  and  wbeQ  it  is  eonsideied,  that,  by 
pbnting  the  dbflia|>ioiifi  of  the  eroes  on  tbeee  etarib 
locks,  he  threw  a  bucUei:  of  ptoof  betweea  t)ie  lofi^ 
idels  and  bia  Sicilian  posee^siona,  hia  beaefactiQii 
dwindles  down  into  ft  selfish  and  contemptible  gift. 

Qn  the  oonfinqatiov  o^  the  grant  by  the  Pope^ 
A9  Gjandmaster  despatched  two  ctistinguished  com* 
inandera,  to  ft ceive  inveetiti]^  from  the  Viceioy  of 
ilicily,  whidi  was  eonfisied  in  the  Enyeroi  s  name. 
QThese  kni^ts  afierward^  proceeded  to  take  poauis- 
jBon  of  the  new  tenitoriesy  ^ong  with  six  conunis* 
8L<HietB  nominated  by  the  Vieeroyy  who  installed  the 
a>nimander»  Awrelio  Bojtigell^i,  temporary  goverpor 
iUEid  captain-at^aiins  of  Malta.  The  castle  of  Saint 
Angelo)  whi^  commanded  the  ^ost  conunodious 
ipoct  of  the  islandy.was  delivered  up  io  the  conunanr 
iler  Piton  and  a  company  of  infimtry ;  and,  soon  after* 
w»ids,  a  small  squadron  earned  a  nwnber  dT  knights 
•lo  Tripoli,  which  was  intrusted  to  the  govemneot 
of  Gaspar  oi  JSepgvessa,  a  veterfu  knight,  yiho  ha4 
Kendered  himself  renowi^^d  by  many  heroic  actions* . 

While  these  mettei^  were  ip  prcgress,  the  Grand* 
miater,  .«t  the  head  of  the  (SODveni,  removed  from 
Vilierbo  to  Syracuse  in  Sicily,  ^  a  preparatory  st^ 
ie  ihe  inel  tran^nta^on  of  tfa#  Order  to  ijts  ^ew 
aqdum*  Th^  retwn  of  4)»e  icon^missioners  was  # 
■wyifl  for  hhn  to  ^tpedite  hisdq^artiye;  .an4hewee 
fin  |he  point  of  embarkati^,  when  he  leemed,  with 
^km«ji  thflt  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily  wiss  lofstmcted 
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not  to  permit  the  neoessaiy  supply  of  corn  to  be 
shipped,  without  paying  the  full  exportation  duties ; 
and  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  privilege  of  coining 
money  in  his  new  possessions  did  not  come  within 
the  limits  of  the  Emperor's  donation.  As  the 
former  restriction  was  a  virtual  sentence  of  starva- 
tion on  the  islanders,  who  found  it  impracticable 
to  raise  grain,  and  the  latter  a  type  of  bond* 
affe,  the  council  was  disposed  to  spurn  them  and 
the  islands  together;  but  the  Grandmaster,  with 
his  usual  prudence,  despatched  two  ambassadors  to 
discuss  the  subject  veibally  with  the  Emperor; 
and,  through  their  exertions,  supported  by  the  ra>> 
presentations  of  the  Pope,  Charles  was  prevailed 
imon  to  concede  the  points  to  which  they  objected, 
lliis  matter  adjusted,  the  Grandmaster  mid  lus  kl* 
lowers,  including  the  remnant  of  the  Rhodian  exiles 
who  had  accompanied  the  convent  in  its  wander* 
ings,  and  were  subsisted  from  the  treasury  of  the 
Order,  embarked  for  their  new  country.  Thoo^ 
the  Maltese  channel  is  barely  fifty  miles  wide^  dhe 
fleet  did  not  cross  it  without  danger.  A  dread- 
ful storm  overtook  it  on  the  voyage-— one  galley  was 
daahed  to  pieces  on  a  reef,  and  a  carrack  was  strand'' 
ed.  The  Grandmaster's  fortitude  almost  deserted 
him,  when  he  beheld  the  sterile  and  inisen^ly- 
peopled  rock  to  which  a  hard  destiny  had  exiled 
liim,  and  whidi  contained  no  edifice  superior  to  a 
fisher's  hut,  save  a  dili^idated  and  ahnost  unten- 
able fortress.  The  natmal  riches  of  Rhodes-— its 
torn,  wine,  and  oil — ^its  forests — its  fleets-— its  numer- 
ous rich  dependencies,  dwelt  on  his  memoir  with 
painful  tenacity — making  his  new  retfeat  look  mevier 
from  the  contrast.  Never&eless,  he  had  passed  through 
loo  many  vicissitudes 'to  sink  into  despair.     He  im- 
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mediately  threw  up  a  few  defences  round  the  insig- 
nificant  casal  which  had  risen  under  the  guns  of  the 
castle  of  Saint  Angelo,  and  at  the  same  tinie  maiked 
cut  a  position  for  his  future  capital.  Thus,  in  the 
end  oi  15d0y  after  a  pilgrimage  of  seven  years  from 
their  expulsion  from  Rhodes,  were  the  soldier-monks 
of  Saint  John  deported  to  an  inhospitable  rock  in 
the  bosom  of  that  sea  which  had  for  centuries  borne 
tlieir  victorious  flag;  and  henceforward  were  they 
most  popularly  known  as  the  Kni^ts  of  Malta. 

It  was  at  this  time,  while  L'Isle  Adam  and  hm 
knights  could  not  refrain  from  bewailing  the  seyeri- 
ty  of  their  lot,  that  the  project  of  surprising  the 
town  of  Modon  in  the  Morea  was  revived.  The 
eommander  Bosio,  with  whom  it  originated,  had, 
before  his  death,  secured  die  connivance  of  two 
Greek  renegades  who  held  appointments  of  trust  in 
that  city ;  and  the  correspondence  with  these  men 
had  never  been  entirely  suspended.  Though  .the 
treasury  was  but  ill  able  to  fit  out  an  expedition,  the 
Grandmaster,  supported  by  the  hope,  that  victory 
woidd  put  it  in  his  power  to  transport  the  convent 
permanently  to  the  Morea,  strained  every  nerve  to 
render  the  armament  effective.  His  age,  and.  the. 
necessity  of  his  remaining  to  superintend  the  works 
in  progress  at  Malta,  prevented  him  from  personally 
assuming  the  command ;  and  he  therefore  devolved 
it  on  the  knight  Salviati,  Prior  of  Rome.  Besides. 
the  flower  of  the  Order,  the  armament  included  a 
ODnsiderable  body  of  veteran  mercenaries,  hardened  in. 
all  the  atrocities  of  the  Italian  wars.  The  squadron  was 
neinforced  by  a  galley  from  Sicily,  and  another  from. 
Genoa ;  and  also  by  two.  armed  vessels,  commanded. 
by  a  femous  privateer  called  the  Viscount  de  Cicala.. 
A  young  Greek  named  Scandalii  son.  of  .on^e.Qf..tliQ« 
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renegadesi  on  whose  co«op«ratian  the  knights  mKed^ 
was  also  employed  in  the  ^aterpnae;* 

The  Prior  of  Rome  put  to  sea  in  &e  midcHe  of 
Attgiist  1581,  and  arrived  without  dtaaster  off  the 
isknd  of  Sapienea,  which  covers  the  port  of  Modon* 
As  had  previously  been  arranged,  his  littie  fieeC^ 
striking  their  masts,  nm  into  a- secluded  roadstead  9 
and  two  spies,  disguised  as  merchants,-  were  sent 
into  the  town,  and  soon  returned  with  the  two 
renegades.  Notwithstanding  these  tndtors  spdte 
sanguinely  of  the  enteiprise,  die  Christian  lead^ 
held  it  prudent  to  have  better  authority-  that  it 
was  practicable,  than  their  bare  asseveration;  and 
tlu«e  knights,  disguised  in  the  same  maimer  as  the 
iirst  messMigers^  accompanied  them  back  to  gain 
information.  Scandali,  one  of  the  renegades,  who 
commanded  a  tower  built  on  a  mole  lor  the  protec* 
tioa  of  the  harbour,  introduced  the  spies  into  that 
fort,  and  showed  them  not  only  how  it  might  be 
takfen,  but  how,  with  the  connivance  of  his  IttH 
dMOkftndtiHV  one  of  the  city  gates  might  also  be  se- 
emed; The  ^ies  returned  to  the  fleet  widi  a  fii« 
vouraUie  report ;  and  on  the  following  evening  die 
aHampt  was  made* 

At  sunset  two  feluccas^  one  of  them  conmianded 
by  young  Scandali,  stood  bddly  into  the  harbour* 
They  were  i^parently  laden  with  timb^;  but  under 
the  planks,  which  were  intended  to  assist  the  de* 
barkation,  were  concealed  several  knights^  and  a. 
nundier  of  soldienu  Through  the  contrivance  06 
Calojan,  one  <^  the  renegades,  who  was  supcrinteadf 
ant  of  die  port,  they  entered  it  without  molestation ; 
and  the  elder  Scandali  having  succeeded  in  inteoH 
eating  the  few  Turks  who  gwriso&ed  the-  tovor  o£ 
the.mole^^  k  .was  oecupied  by  dw  Chiiatians^  wUk 
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stfvefal  of  the  Janimies  were  put.  to  death  without 
alann.  At  daybseak,  a  ^e  of  the  city  was  forced. 
The  drowsy  guatds,  who  had  just  opened  it,  were  cut 
down ;  and  the  Christiana^  to  the  amount  of  about 
tliaee  hunohedy  rushed  into  the  place,  when  one 
of  the  fekuccas  instandy  fired  a  signal  gun,  to 
wam  the  Maltese  general  to  hasten  lo  suflibni  the 
niaaiiBUhi  willi  \att  his.  laBaea.  Had  the  three  huii« 
drsd  men,  who  thus  flung  themselves  into  the 
heart  of  the  city,  availed  themselves,  with  com* 
mon  discretion,  of  the  advantage  which  surprise 
gave  them  over  the  slender  gaixison,  Modon  had 
been  taken.  But,  instead  of  pressing  onward  to 
the  casde,  where  the  governor  was  stationed,  the 
snidiers,  fimoying  the  ci^  already  in  their  power^  and 
accustomed  to  the  predid»iy  character  of  Italiaa  war« 
fine,  instantly  dispersed,  to  indulge  in  pillage  and 
rapine.  While  thus  engaged,  the  governor,  ^eedily 
instructed  of  the  insignificance  of  their  number,  as* 
saUed  them  at  die  head  of  all  his  troops,  and,  at  the 
same  thnef  despatched  swift  messaigers  to  summon 
SHoeours  fi»m  a  distaaoe.  A  sanguinary  combat  en* 
sued ;  both  parties  fi>ught  with  desporatioii ;  fi>r  the 
knights,  though  the  odds  were  fearrally  against  them, 
relied  on  the  laraely  airi^  of  their  admiral  to  the 
ssscoe.  Unhap]ttly,  a  tempestuous  wind  had  pre* 
vsnted  the  8]gnal«<gun  firom  being  heard  fay  the  fleet ; 
and  it  was  past  noon  before  Sdviati,  infcNrmed  of* 
what  was  passing  by  a  fiet-sailing  back,  despatdiod- 
by  •young  Scaadali^  unmoored  and  stood  into  the 
harbour.  He  finmd  the  oonfiiet  still  raging ;  and 
his  arrivalso  hx  decided  it,  that  the  governor  was 
driven  back  into  the  castle.  The  knights  were  pr&» 
'pmng  to  cannonade  (hat  fortress,  when  several  squa-^ 
dmns  of  TuikiBh  casdrji^  lAo  had  been  smanoiied 
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from  a  distance,  threw  themselves  into  it  by  the  land- 
ward gate ;  and  infonnation  was  at  the  same  time 
conveyed  to  the  Maltese  leader,  that  six  thousand 
infantry  were  advancing  from  a  camp  in  the  interior. 
This  intelligence,  followed  as  it  was  by  a  desperate 
sally  from  the  castle,  determined  him  to  abandon  the 
enterprise;  and  his  troops,  infuriated  by  their  ve- 
pulse,  gave  themselves  up  to  outrage  and  plunder. 
In  this  spoliation,  the  knights  themselves,  to  their 
dish(Niour,  did  not  scruple  to  share.  The  booty  car- 
ried off  was  immense,  and  several  hundred  women 
were  torn  from  their  &milies  and  made  slaves.  One 
Turkish  girl,  of  exquisite  beauty,  fell  into  the  hands 
o£  the  rover  Cicala,  who  carried  her  to  Sicily,  where 
he  had  her  baptized,  and  made  her  his  wife.  From 
this  union  ^rung  Scipio  Cicala,  a  renowned  adven- 
turer, who,  afrer  passing  through  many  vicissitudes, 
assumed  the  turban ;  and,  as  a  Turkish  commander, 
amply  revenged  the  sack  and  desolation  of  his  rao-. 
ther's  home. 

The  unsuccessful  issue  of  this  expedition,  which 
entailed  a  serious  pecuniary  loss  on  the  Order— -for 
the  booty  was  appropriated  entirely  as  private  pro- 
perty—-determined  the  Grandmaster  to  settle  perma- 
nently in  Malta ;  and  henceforward  he  devoted  him- 
self assiduously  to  the  improvement  of  that  island. 
The  standard  of  Saint  John,  however,  did  not  long 
remain  frirled.  Though  a  serious  misunderstanding 
subffisted  between  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor  and 
Grandmaster,  in  r^ard  to  the  nomination  of  a  can- 
didate to  the  vacant  bishopric  of  Malta,  which 
led  to  much  acrimonious  debate,  the  whole  three 
concurred  heartily  in  the  propriety  of  a  descent 
on  the  Turkish  coast;  and  a  poweiiu]  combined 
fleety  commanded  by  the  frunous  Andrew  Doiia» 


VORTT'SBCOND  GRANDMASTER.  Ill 

Piince  of  Mdfi,  accordingly  put  to  sea.  The  squa^ 
dxon.  of  Saint  John  was  commanded  on  this  oc- 
casion by  the  Chevalier  Salviati,  the  same  knight 
who  had  headed  the  unsuccessful  attack  on  Modon. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  off  the  coast  of  the  Mo- 
rea»  Salviati,  eager  to  wipe  away  the  disgrace  of  his 
late  defeat,  urged  Doria  to  storm  Modon ;  but,  as 
plunder  was  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition,  and 
indeed  the  only  security  the  soldiery  had  for  pay, 
the  proposition  was  scouted,  on  the  ground  that  the 
place  had  been  too  well  gutted  the  preceding  year ; 
and  it  was  determined  to  assault  Coron,  the  ancient 
Corone,  a  weakly  fortified  city,  situated  on  ths 
gulf  of  the  same  name.  Doria,  accordingly,  ran  into 
the  gulf,  landed  his  troops,  and  moored  his  great 
sh^  and  gallies  abreast  of  the  place,  the  walls  of 
which  quickly  crumbled  dovm  before  his  cannon; 
Two  land«>batteries  having  effected  a  breach,  a  Spa- 
nish regiment  advanced  to  the  assault,  but  was 
repulsed,  and  three  hundred  soldiers  left  dead  in 
the  gap.  Reinforced  by  the  Priors  of  Rome  and 
Auvergne,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  knights  and 
five  hundred  stipendiaries,  the  remnant  of  the  Spa- 
nish battalion  again  rushed  to  the  attack.  The  lad- 
ders, which  the  knighte  planted  against  the  walls, 
proved  too  short  ;  and  they  had  to  scramble  into  the 
breach  on  each  other  s  shoulders — ^galled  the  while  by 
musketry  and  cross-bows,  missiles  and  Greek  fire. 
Shouting  the  name  of  Saint  John,  their  favourite 
war-cry,  they  gained  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  dis- 
played on  it  the  great  standard  of  the  Order.  It 
was  the  signal  of  victory ;  and  the  whole  army  rent 
the  air  with  an  exulting  cry,  while  the  inhabitants, 
regarding  the  city  as  taken,  hung  out  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  agreed  to  a  c^itulation.     The  Turks  were  ej- 
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empted  fiom  pillage  ;  but  by  a  crael,  yety  in  thoie 
days,  not  unuaual  dame,  the  houses  of  the*  Jew* 
ish  part  of  the  poptdation  were  abandoned  to  thfr 
troops.  The  conqaest  of  Coron,  in  whidi  Do- 
na left  a  garrison,  was  followed  by  that  of  Patias^ 
and  of  several  minor  fortresses  on  the  western  cowt 
of  the  MortsL ;  after  which  the  condnned  fleet  se- 
panted,  and  the  diflfeicnt  eyiadsoas  lelunied  to  win- 
ter in  their  respective  ports. 

Eariy  in  the  following  year  (1532)  the  aqnadrons 
reunited,  and  steoed  directly  to  the  relief  of  Conniy 
which  a  fiunous  corsair  had  blodcaded,  by  Solyman'a 
orders,  while  an  army  invested  it  by  land.  Coi?ered 
by  the  guns  of  the  great  canack  of  Saint  John, 
which  led  the  battle,  an  attempt  was  made  to  throw 
succours  into  the  place ;  but  it  proved  futile,  and 
brought  on  a  general  engagement.  For  a  time,  ih» 
issue  of  the  conflict  was  extremely  doubtfuL  The 
Turks  fouffht  with  great  fury,  and  repeatedly  board- 
ed the  ships  and  gallics  of  their  adversaries.  At 
length,  victory  decuued  for  the  Christian  flag;  and 
after  destroying  on  dispeinng  the  Turkic  fleet,  J^o^ 
ria  threw  into  Coron  the  necessary  supplies  wi^out 
ftuther  molestation. 

While  the  combined  fleet  was  contemplating  new 
conqfuests,  the  Maltese  squadron  was  recalled  to  pro- 
tect its  own  territories,  which  were  threatened,  in- 
common  with  the  coasts  of  Sicfly  and  Maka,  with 
a  piratical  visit  from  Baibarossa,  one  of  the  moet 
redoubted  corsairs  of  Barbary,  who,  with  an  anoa^ 
ment  of  eighty-two  gallies,  scoiwed  the  drcumjacent 
sea.  At  the  Giandmaster^s  su^estioa,  the  records 
of  the  Older  were  sent  to  Sicily  as  a  place  of  gi«ater- 
as&ty ;  but  when  the  council,  out  of-  ooBsidBiBtiQn 
for  Ins  advanced  age,  proposed  dut  he  also  should- 
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Mire  to  tfatt  Msnd^  &e  iUmtrions  old  man  nobly 
ansvfuedy  that  he  would  never  set  to  bsae  an  exann 
pie  to  his  kmghts^  for  the  sake  of  adding  a  few  days 
to  his  life.  Hiqfp3j,  BarbanMsa's  attention  was  di* 
netted  to  a  different  quarter ;  and  the  Gbmdniastef 
was  enabled  to  prosecute  his  plans  fi>r  the  iniprOT»» 
flkent  of  the  island^  and  the  better  regolation  of  the 
Order,  ^diich  nearly  eight  years  of  wandering  had 
somewhat  disoiganiaed.  The  chapter  lidiich  notified 
Ihe  necessity  of  immediate  reformation,  however,  was 
difihonomed  by  a  biawl'  which  ultimately  involved  the 
whole  brotheriiood  in  a  disas^ous  contest.  A  Floren* 
tine  gentleman,  one  of  the  prior  of  Rome's  attend* 
ants,  having  quarrelled  with  a  young  French  knight, 
c&alknged  lam  to  fight,  and  slew  lum*  The  unde 
of  the  deceased,  who  was  a  knight  commandef,  oon« 
eeiving  his  nephew  to  have  come  unfeirly  by  his 
deai&,  collected  a  few  fiiende,  and,  having  encomn 
tered  the  Florentine  along  with  others  of  the  Prior's 
suite,  drove  them  at  the  point  of  the  sword  into  their 
patron's  palace.  The  Prior's  whole  establishment^' 
vi^ch  amomited  to  sixty  persons,  instantly  espoused 
the  Florentine's  cause,  and  sallied  forth  with  anns  iff 
tiieir  hands  to  avenge  him.  The  French  knighttf 
were  indiscriminately  assailed ;  some  were  slain  aS 
the  first  onset,  and  several  wounded ;  imd  the  broili 
soon  became  a  declared  war  between  the  language  of 
Italy  and  &e  languages  of  FVance.  The  latter  de- 
manded justice  at  the  hands  of  the  Grandmaster} 
and  the  Prior  of  Rome  was  ordered  to  punish  -the 
guilty ;  but  Salviati,  proud  of  his  influence  with  the 
reigning  pontiff^  who  vras  his  near  kinsman,  and  dis- 
powd  to  regacd  his  adherents  as  the  injured  party, 
contented  himself  with  sending  the  most  unrmy  a- 
moi^  them,  under  arres^  on  board  his  galley.     The 
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French  knights,  exasperated  at  this  proceeding,  set 
discipline  at  defiance,  and,  boarding  the  Prior'a  gal- 
ley sword  in  hand,  sacrificed  four  of  the  culprits  to 
their  wrath,  and  returned  with  shouts  of  triumph  to 
their  quarters.  This  was  an  outrage  which  the  pride 
of  Salviati  could  not  pardon ;  and  he  not  only  ral- 
lied round  him  the  whole  of  the  Italian  knighte,  bat 
secured  the  support  of  the  languages  of  Am^on  and 
Castile.  The  French  knights,  warned  of  this  confe- 
deracy, besieged  the  Prior's  palace,  and  were  received 
with  dischaiges  of  musketry  by  the  inmates.  The 
Bailiff  of  Manosque,  at  the  head  of  a  strong  body 
of  troops,  ultimately  suppressed  the  tumult;  and 
next  day,  twelve  of  the  ringleaders  were  publicly  de- 
prived of  the  habit  of  the  Order,  while  several  of  the 
more  .turbulent  and  stubborn,  who  contemned  the 
authority  of  the  council,  and  manifested  a  disposi* 
tion  to  perpetrate  new  outrages,  were  thrown  alive 
into  the  sea.  * 

The  loss  of  Rhodes  itself  scarcely  -  afiected  the 
venerable  L'Isle  Adam  more  than  this  domestic  war* 
fere ;  and,  oppressed  with  melancholy,  his  health  ra- 
pidly declined.  To  increase  his  dei^ndency,  Henry 
the  Eighth  of  England,  having  come  to  an  open  rup- 
ture with  the  Pope,  in  consequence  of  the  Pontiff's 
steady  refusal  to  countenance  the  divorcement  of 
Catharine  of  Arragon  his  queen,  comm^oed  a  fiezse 
and  bloody  persecution  against  all  pcarsons  in  his 
dominions,  who  persisted  in  adhering  to  the  Holy 
See.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Knights  of  Saint 
John,  yvho  held  themselves  bound  to  acknowledge  the 
Pope  as  their  superior,  at  whatever  hazard,  did  not  long 
escape  his-ire.    The  power  of  the  Order,  composed  as 
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it  was  of  the  chivaliy  of  the  nation,  while  the  Prior 
of  London  sat  in  parliament  on  an  equality  with 
the  first  haron  of  the  realm,  for  a  time  deterred  him 
firom  openly  proscribing  it ;  but  at  length  his  wrath 
blazed  forth  in  an  ungovernable  flame.  The  knights 
Ingley,  Adrian  Forrest,  Adrian  Fortescu,  and  Mar- 
maduke  Bohus,  refusing  to  abjure  their  fidth,  perish-* 
ed  on  the  scaffold.  Thomas  Mytton  and  Edward 
Waldegrave  died  in  a  dungeon ;  and  Richard  and 
James  Bell,  John  Noel,  and  many  others,  abandon- 
ed their  country  for  ever,  and-  sought  an  asylum  at 
Malta-*— completely  stripped  of  their  possessions.  In 
1534,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  Order  of 
Saint  John  was  abolished  in  the  King  of  England's 
dominions ;  and  such  knights  as  survived  the  per- 
secution, but  who  refused  to  stoop  to  the  conditions 
offered  them,  were  thrown  entirely  on  the  charity  of 
their*  brethren  at  Malta.  Henry  offered  Sir  Wil- 
liam Weston,  Lord  Prior  of  England,  a  pension  of 
a  thousfuid  pounds  a  year  ;  but  that  knight  was  so 
overwhelmed  with  grief  at  the  suppression  of  his 
Order,  that  he  never  received  a  penny,  but  soon  af- 
ter died.  ^  Other  knights  less  scrupidous  became, 
pensioners  of  the  crown. 

LTsle  Adam  received  the  English  refugees  with 
the  tenderness  of  a  £Either,  and  generously  ofier- 
od  them  that  consolaticm  in  their  proscription  of 
which  he  himself  stood  in  need.     But  the  care  and 

\  *  Sir  Williaiii  Weston  was  bnried  in  the  chancel  of  ihe  old 
t&urch  of  Saint  James,  Clerkenwell,  where  an  altar-tomb,  in 
the  architecftiral  style  of  the  e^e,  was  erected  over  his  remains. 
He  was  represented  on  it  by  an  emaciated  figure  lying  npon  a 
a  winding-sheet,  ( Vide  Malcolm's  Londonium  Rediyivom) ; 
and  in  1788,  when  drcumstances  oocarioned  the  grave  to  be 
opened,  his  mouldering  remains  were  found  in  a  state  not  un- 
like the  figure  upon  the  tomb.— ^ray2ey'<  ZtondmUana,  voL  i- 
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anxiety  to  which  the  rigorous  measures  of  the 
of  Engkud  gave  buth>  bent  his  gray  hsirs  in  sor* 
tow  to  the  grave.  A  violent  fever  depiived  him  of 
the  little  remaiDS  of  vigour  which  were  yet  left  him ; 
wod  on  the  21st  of  August,  1534,  he  expired.  Lei 
him  the  Order  lost  the  most  illustrious  GtamdhBoa* 
ter  It  had  ever  possessed.  His  reign  of  thirteen 
yeiuQSi  was  msrked  foy  a  continued  succession  iof 
Mils  and  disasters ;  but  his  bav^,  his  wisdom, 
his  fertitivie,  his  cl^neni?^,  bimI  his  devotion  to. 
his  Ord^  threw  a  radiance  even  over  reverse.  The 
blig^  laid  him  in  the  dust,  with  filial  soirow ;  a^d 
the  simple  epitaph,  '*  Here  lies  virtue  triumphant 
over  misfortune  I "  was  inscribed  upon  his  tomb.  * 
.  Peter  Dup<mt,  a  Piedmontese  knight, 'succeeded 
L'lde  Adsm  as  Grandmastsr.  He  was  resident  aft 
Ids  bailiwidi:  ci  Santa  Euphenia  in  Calabria,  at  the 
tone  of  his  Section,  and,  being  strisken  in  yeais,  waa 
with  difficialty  prevailed  on  to  acc^  the  dignity* 
The  honour  was  indeed  a  burdensome  one  fer  in&ift 
shouldeis ;  for  a  series  of  revolutions  had  oceui^ 
led  among  the  piratical  states  on  the  coast  of  Baf«» 
bary,  which  threatened  ibfi  neare^  shores  of  Christ* 
endom  with  desolation.  To  explain  these,  i^  is  ae» 
eessary  to  give  a  brief  o^tfline  of  the  history  of  two 
Mmarkable  men,  by  whom  they  were  principally 
efieeted.  Home  and  Hayicadin,  sumamed  the  Bar-r 
barossas  or  Bedheards,  were  natives  of  the  island  of 

*  As  an  instance  ef  ihe  mttUbiliiy  of  fortunct,  it  is  woiifa|r 
of  DOte,  that  the  noble  iamily  from  which  Vhk  Adam  waa  der 
•cendedy  continued  to  exist  in  France  at  the  end  «£  the  seven- 
teenth century,  but  so  jreduoed  in  circunwtanoes,  that  a  geik 
llenan  of  tibe  name. became  a  common  carter  in  the  neighbor 
h0od  of  Xroye  in  Champayie^  in  orjder  to  i^ij^part  his.  ftther— n 
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Milylene,  wira^  in  their  in&ncy,  had  absndoiied  the 
bun^ile  hoiDe  of  tli«r  &ther,  and  devoted  themselves 
to  a  mantime  life.  At  first,  a  mngle  farigantine  was 
all  their  foitune ;  but  a  successioii  of  daring  and  in** 
£ynouB  pinbcies  soon  enabled  them  to  sqnip  a  small 
aquadron,  whidi)  swelling  by  degrees,  nkimately 
became  a  potent  fleet.  The  &me  and  success  of 
these  redoubted  broliiecs,  whom  nothing  coidd  dif^ 
unite,  and  who,  scornmg  ahke  the  alliance  of  Frank 
and  Moslem,  boasted  that  they  were  good  friends 
So  the  «ea,  and  enemies  to  all  who  sailed  on 
it,  dipew  to  their  flag  aU  the  rovers  of  the  Levant; 
A  civil  war  iumag  broken  out  in  Algiers,  they  in- 
teefe»d  as  jaediators  and  allies,  and,  by  treachery 
and  ^e  bowstcmg^  despoiled  the  reigning  prince 
both  oihJB  kingdom  and  his  life.  Home,  suppofT 
tod  by  his  troops,  took  upon  himself  the  title  of 
King;  and  to  secure  ^  usurped  dignity,  o£Pered 
to  bold  it  as  a  tiibiitary  of  the  Enqperor  Solyman — 
an  •offer  wUfih  that  potentate,  who  had  long  been 
desirous  to  extend  his  supremacy  to  the  coast  of  Bar* 
faary,  eagerly  accepted.  Stimulated  by  dkis  triomfdi 
to  attempt  other  conquests,  the  pirate  piince  carried 
bis  .anns  with  equal  success  i|ito  the  adjacent  tecri- 
tory  of  Tremesen,  which  was  under  the  protection 
ciS^lfm,  but  was,  in  turn,  besieged  in  the  capital  af 
that  princyaVity  by  the  Spanish  governor  of  Qran^ 
The  Spaniards,  exasperated  at  the  ii^uries  inflicted 
on  their  vassals,  speedily  reduced  the  fortifications 
to  ruins ;  and  Horuc,  seeing  further  resistance  im-^ 
IXMsible,  stole  feom  the  .ci^  by  a  subterraneous  pas- 
-sage,  and  endeavoured  to  escape  into  the  desert  at 
the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  This  flight  was 
instantly  discovered  by  the  Spaniards,  whose  hot 
pursuit  he  tried  to  slacken,  by  scattering  the  trea^ 
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sare  with  which  he  had  provided  himd^lf  In  theilr 
route.  Nevertheless,  his  pursuers  overtook  him  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Huexda,  where,  scorning  a  pu- 
sillanimous surrender,  he  turned  on  them  like  a  Son 
at  bay,  and,  after  slaying  several  Spanish  officers 
with  his  own  hand^  fell,  like  a  warrior,  with  all  his 
followers  round  him  (1518).*  Hayradin,  his  bro- 
ther succeeded  him  as  King  of  Algiers ;  and  his  name, 
in  common  with  those  of  his  lieutenants,  Sinan  a 
renegade  Jew,  and  a  Caramanian,  known  by  the 
strange  cognomen  of  DevU-^river^  soon  became  the 
terror  of  the  w^ole  Mediterranean.  Struck  by  the 
fimie  of  his  exploits,  the  Sultan  Solyman  con&rrtMl  on 
Hayradin  the  command  of  his  whole  fleet,  as  the  per- 
son best  able  to  compete  with  Andrew  Doria,  the  ad- 
miral of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  the  great- 
est naval  captain  of  the  age.  Devil-driver,  imitating 
his  superior  in  his  exploits,  surprised  Tachora,  a 
town  in  the  vicinity  of  Tunis,  and  became  in  some  mea- 
sure  independent.  From  thence  he  carried  his  arms 
to  the  walls  of  Tripoli,  and  raised  a  fortalice  within 
oannon-shot  of  that  fortress,  and  in  such  a  position  as 
o(»npletely  to  overlook  the  harbour.  Enraged  at  this 
insolence,  and  &e  loss  of  two  brigantines  whidi  he 
had  captured,  the  knights,  who  garrisoned  Tripoli^ 
combined  with  the  Moori^  prince  of  Tum%  to  ex-* 
pel  him  from  his  new  conquest.  Tachora  was  be- 
fitted by  their  united  forces,  but  without  saoeess; 

*  It  18  worttiy  of  remailc,  that  the  govemment  of  Algiers  oon- 
titived  tin  its  recent  sabyenion  by  the  French  (18d0),  virtnafly 
the  sasoe  as  that  established  by  the  Barberossas.  llie  xaoks 
of  thft  regular  military  force  or  Janissary  corps,  wcine  filled  ck- 
dnaively  with  Levantine  Turks  and  Christian  renegades,  and 
no  native  was  ever  permitted  to  enter  it;  while,  from  tihe 
fierce  adventurers  of  which  it  was  'composed,  iht  T>ef  was  in- 
variably chosen.  1 
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and  the  Order  had  to  mourn  the  death  of  the  che« 
ysHei  de  Harlai,  who,  with  the  detachment  he  com- 
mandedy  fell  into  an  ambuscade  and  was  slain.  Soon 
afterwards,  BarbarosSa,  in  accordance  with  a  scheme 
of  ccwquest  concerted  at  Constantinople,  availed 
himself  of  the  intestine  divisions  that  prevailed  in 
Tunis,  to  enter  that  port  with  a  power&l  fleet,  when 
he  expelled  Muley  Hasoen  the  reigning  prince,  and. 
took  possession  of  the  city  and  adjacent  territory  as 
the- Viceroy  of  the  Ottoman  Forte.  Such  was  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Afiica,  when  the  Grandmaster  Du- 
pont  arrived  in  Malta  to  assume  the  duties  of  his 
new  office  ;  and  the  danger  appeared  so  imminent,, 
not  only  to  Tripoli,  but  to  Malta  itself  that  he 
lost  no  time  in  imploring  the  Emperor  Charles,, 
whose  Sicilian  and  Neapolitan  territories  were  also 
endangered,  to  send  into  Barbary  an  army  sufficient 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  intrepid  corsair,  who  had 
brought  nearly  the  whole  of  it  under  his  dominion. 

Had  the  security  of  the  Order  of  Saint  John  been! 
the  only  aigument  employed  to  stimulate  Charles  tq 
undert^e  this  expedition,  he  would  in  all  probabi- 
fity  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  these  representations. 
But  the  danger  hnpending  over  his  own  territories^ 
combined  with  the  complete  interruption  given  to 
commerce  in  every  part  of  the  Mediterranean  by  the 
terror  of  Barbarossa*s  name,  induced  him  to  submit 
the  matter  to  his  ooimcil ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
he  covertly  endeavomred  to  bribe  the  coi^air  into  m 
amicable  alliance,  by  a  promise  of  recognising  him  as 
king  of  the  whole  of  northern  Africa,  provided  he 
woidd  consent  to  hold  the  sovereignty  as  a  tributary  of 
S|»ain.  The  ambassador  ^dbo  carried  tbi9.,propQi^ 
to   Barbarossa,  had  also  secret  instructions  to  as^ 
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oertaiii  thedupontion  ofitfae  TvaaaBmst^-trnd^  iiypom^ 
Ue,  tD  enlkt.  sooneof  the  most  iaflueatial  M  thm  .ia 
fikvour  o£hia  nunfetr,  whom  he  vas.aathonzed  to/oer 
present  «s  ^  aUy  of  their  bmdied  itrioee*  .•9nft 
this  nego^ent  soon  rendered  htsisdf.  suspected  hf 
the-eonsir,  who,  sooraibg  the  Jsws  of  ^ivilizod  -juir 
tioas,  pat'him  to  death*  This  oalragerdeGided  .-the 
^piestion  of  peace  or  war ;  and  .CharkB^  yatimoitdbMH 
&er  heaitatioiiykiviled  the  kni^tsitcjoin-faiia  in.«o 
attempt  to  humble/the  airogaiice  <if:the.bidbsEiflD. 

The  Chnatian  anwHuient  pKttojBCBJaihe  jpteg 
of  l5B&ymadTfndemvamediai  Oagliaai  in  Sacdiiiii* 
It-<ecnMi8tedofai|Hi!ards  of  ithzee  bundled  sail.;;  and 
the  troop%  inducting  two  thousand  hcHrse^ianoonted 
to  aearly  thirty rthonaand**     Volanteeis  bom^eimsf 

Kof  Chatiimdamt  mxmaj  soi  them  :.Qf  iHualcicnis 
igeyiandeagertodislinguiah  dmnsalveaJifcediiflir 
ikfaeEBtm  «Faynim  ivar,  nmm  aniottBd  widar  thei Jbnr 
penal  ihanaer*  The  Gbrandnaalnr  atiengtfaeaedjthe 
npedition  mUti  four  'huge  .widl-«fnipped  gaBieS) 
aidrteen  armed  brigantines,  .and  theigao^t  mrnah 
mkh  had  long  bemitheJbiii|Wiagiid'piideiof  Jibe^Qih 
der.  iThe  coaamnler  Bolig^  /was  junediadmial 
ef^faoBta^piadranyiand  jAntbonjrTdie  .Grol^  the  «ii» 
ant  haEi^titvhio  hBdibomotheigieafc atandard  afjBain^ 
Jdmalsthe  iSiMe  cffihodea^tixnaaDMaidedithe.'gHiBt 
emaak  and  the  Jand^ferqea. 

Xhe  enpedition  laitmd  «t;£Qito  Faiuia>  ihft  anp 
caant  iUtica»  ^thout:adT(vtuBe.  Badnroaaa*  fwmm 
«f  4he  atenn  .gath^nng-  immd  hinvflparad  no  jmi^ 
lionato  plaiM  Jnue^  in;B  conditiaaieapable  .of  ib^ 
4pmg  it.  He>a|yad  dBa>j[BBnaries.  •bmwfantly  awlh 
paopmiqna,  and  his <gae»d&qfrithiiannitiwia  c£im 

.  .  .  ■  i: 

•  Robortioii*!  Hi^  of  Cbarlc^  the  Fi%.  .   ,  •,  ; 


FORTY-THUU)  lOIUkMBMASTER.  121 

asdy  idenoiusoog  Muley  Hasoen  as  an  inftmoas 
i|po8fBt^  who  .had  become  the  ▼anal  .of  the  Chrw- 
tiaas,  he  attoed  up  aU  the  petty  prinoes  of  Barbaiy  te 
aqppost  him  in  the  ^contest,  and  even  aUuf^  >iiito 
Im  aecviee  fifteen  thousand  mounted  Aiahs  from  the 
desert*  The  Emperor  landed  mthout  opposition^ 
smthin  cannon-shcrt;  of  the  Goletta,  a  fortifisa  about 
ttx^miles  from  Tunis,  and  lour  from  the  site  of  an* 
cient  Carthage.  The  Goletta  commanded  the  month 
c£  the  cana),  by  which  the  «ea  communicates  -wiA 
tbe.lai^'but  shallow  iake  on  which  Tunis  is  aitual* 
«d;  and  Barharossa,  who  r^gardadit  as  almost  im- 
pregnable,  had  thrown  .into  it.a.gaoison  of  six  Aou- 
aand  chosen  soldiers,  under  DeviMhiiper  and  Stnan, 
and  U&  the  greater  pait  of  his-nan^in  poit,  under 
the  protection  of  its  guns.  The  Emperor  hainUg 
{Otchedhis  camp  in  the  .viotnity,  .at  the  evpeuse  en 
seven  liuadied  .man  whom  the  TwAsa  massaored  in 
lbeir,saQieSy  and  thrown- 'Up  batteries  against  the  icat^ 
tfauaad  it;to  be<oaxuionadedwith  great  •frury .both  from 
Ae  'land<and  the- sea.  As  xilt  (the  siege  of  Ooron, 
ihe  gseat  csEraak  «f  Saint  John,  .moored  astern  of 
the  fleet,  feept  up  from  her  Io%«deoksiUi  uninterrv^ 
si  &Be,  wiuiout  doing  the  least  injury  lf>>tfae  low- 
bniltgallies  in  her  >van ;  isnd  rsevenJ  knig^  an  the 
-osmmand  of  vessds,  distii^guished  thenisehfes  by  Ahe 
INTomptitude  and  intrepidijby  with  which  ithey  vm^ 
jBsnxvxed  them.  .At  ftha  end  m£  Awebe  houn^  the 
JBmpecor  .seeing  «  braach  ^ieefted*  !f)irdaiud«n  aar> 
.andt  The  Jcnights  ehuraed  the  houom*  of  ieadiqg 
At  attaek  on  ^hejaeawaidrbreachsand  were  rowed  in 
jmdlibootstoithe  {o0t  of  the  laninart*  The  boato 
j«midBdatfad]4taneefrom  iliba  :6hom^  wiiefernxm 
jUie  Chevalier  Cctpieii  who  «iamed  the  standard  of 
the  Older,  loi^ittlo  ths  ntuTea  wilh  ihe  bamiflr  in 
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his  hand,  and, '  followed  by  his  companions,  rushed, 
amid  a  shower  of  balls,  to  the  beach.  The  Turks 
stood  the  onset  with  great  resolution ;  but  the  Chris- 
tians gradually  fought  their  way  from  the  bulwarks 
to  the  Cavalier,  and,  at  the  end  of  an  hour,  the 
place  was  won.  ^any  brave  knights  perished  in  the 
attack ;  and  scarcely  one  engaged  in  it  escaped  with- 
out a  wound.  The  garrison  evacuated  the  fortress 
as  the  conquerors  entered  it,  and  retired  to  Tunis, 
hotly  pressed.  This  victory,  which  put  the  Empe- 
ror in  possession  of  the  chief  stronghold  of  his  anta- 
gonist, encouraged  him  to  advance  instantly  against 
Tunis.  Barbarossa,  preferring  the  hazard  of  a  pitch- 
ed battle  to  being  shut  up  in  a  city,  the  population 
of  which  was  hostile  to  his  government,  advanced  at 
the  head  of  his  army  to  fight  the  invaders.  His 
troops  made  a  gallant  onset ;  but  no  sooner  did  the 
Spanish  artillery  open  ^Eiirly  on  their  dense  masses, 
•than  the  Moors  and  Arabs  were  thrown  into  con- 
fusion and  fled,  followed  by  their  General  and  his 
Osmanlis,  who,  with  the  indomitable  bravery  of  their 
nation,  were  ready  to  perish,  but  whom  he  did  not 
-think  it  prudent  to  sacrifice. 

'  Previous  to  marching  out  to  battle,  Barbarossa 
had  debated  with  his  lieutenants,  the  propriety  of 
immolating  ten  thousand  Christian  captives  ;  but 
Sinan  prevailed  on  him  to  postpone  this  inhuman 
sacrifice ;  and  he  was  content  to  leave  them  in  a 
prison,  the  subterranean  apartments  of  which  were 
filled  with  gunpowder,  ready  to  blow  the  whole  into 
the  air,  the  moment  he  should  give  the  order.  On 
te-entenng  the  city  as  a  fugitive,  he  made  secret  pre- 
parations 'for  abandoning  it ;  and  commanded  that 
the  train  should  be  fired:  But  before  the  hour  ar- 
riml  for  executing  this  atrocious  act)  a  revolution 
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took  place,  wMch  put  the  captives  in  a  sitjoation  to 
defend  themselves.  In  the  prison  was  a  Maltese 
knight,  called  Paul  Simebnl.  for  whom  Barbarossa 
had  repeatedly  refused  to  accept  a  reasonable  ran- 
som. This  knight,  who  had  signalized  himself  in 
many  enterprises  against  the  Infidels  prior  to  the 
surrender  of  Rhodes,  particularly  in  defending  the 
little  islet  of  Lero  against  a  superior  Turkish  force, 
bribed  two  renegades,  who  acted  as  gaolers,  to  en- 
able him  and  his  companions  in  durance  to  burst 
their  chains.  This  done,  they  stormed  the  armoury, 
cut  to  pieces  the  Turks  who  garrisoned  the  citadel, 
and  displayed  a  white  flag  on  its  highest  tower, 
to  notify  to  the  Christian  army  what  had  happen- 
ed* Barbarossa,  when  he  attempted  to  burst  the 
gates,  was  saluted  with  a  shower  ^of  musket-balls, 
and  instantly  abandoned  the  city  to  its  &te.  The 
Emperor,  advised  •  of  the  victory  achieved  by  the 
slaves,  advanced  promptly  to  their  assistance ;  and 
Simeoni,  at  the  head  of  six  thousand  of  his  compa- 
nions, welcomed  him  into  the  place  with  shouts  of 
joy.  The  Emperor  embraced  Simeoni,  in  testimony 
01  his  admiration ;  saying,  as  he  did  so,  "  Brave 
knight,  blessed  for  ever* be  the  valour  which  enabled 
you  to  break  your  chains,  to  Militate  my  victory, 
and  increase  the  glory  of  your  Order.  " 

The  X])hristians  disgraced  their  conquest  by  the 
foulest  atrocities-^and,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  out- 
rage feu  heaviest  on  the  sex  least  able  to  bear  it. 
Moorish  maidens  of  the  most  illustrious  birth  were 
reduced  to  the  basest  bondage  by  the  fierce  Spanish 
and  German  soldiery;  and  no  sanctuary  escaped 
profanation.  It  is  told,  that  Muley  Hascen,  the  ex- 
iled Prince  of  Tunis,  who  re-entered  the  city  un- 
der the  shadow  of  the  Christian  banner,  seeing  a 
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beautifid  Moorish  girl,  whom  he  knew  t&  b»  of 
noble  extraction,  unfeeliiigly  treated  by  aSpoiiiflh 
officer,  offered  to  purchase  her  of  her  oi^tor;  but 
the  proud  Morisooe,  regarding  him  as  the  origin  of 
the  war  which  desolated  her  native  land,  aaid  over* 
wiielmed  with  despair,  scomftiUy  spit  in  his  &ee,  and 
protested  that  she  would  never  ha^  i^  tyrant  and 
traitor  for  her  deliverer.  ** 

The  restoration  of  Mtdey  Hascen  tb  the  sove* 
reignty  of  Tunis,  as  a  tributary  of  Spain,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  Emperor  should  retain  a  gar- 
xdsoQ  in  the  Goletta,  to  be  paid  by  the  Tunisian  prince, 
t^minated  the  expe^tion  ;  and  Charles  returned  to 
his  Eurc^ean  territories,  as  did  the  s^piadriMi*  of 
Saint  John  to  Malta.  Christendom  resounded  with 
the  Emperor's  £ame;  hr  the  captives  whom  he  had 
emancipated,  and  w^m  he  sent  well  clothed,  and 
fomished  with  the  means  of  travelling,  to  t&ekr  re* 
cpective  countries,  spread  lus  renown  he  and  wide. 
The  principal  knightis  who  had  served  in  the  war 
were  honoured  with  spedttl'  maiics  of  the  Imperial 
fiivour ;  and  the  privilege  of  receiving  all  sorts  of 
provisions  and  military  stores*  from  Sicily^  dutyfree, 
was  permanently  conferred  on  the  Order. 

*  Bouou 
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Suecegtes  of  the  KnighU  against  DemUdriver — Z>*  Omedes 
elected  Grandmaster — Xeo  Strozzi —  Umuc^sifvl  Attcuak 
on  Susa —  Grand  JExpedtHon  against  Algiers — It$  disas- 

'    trm»  IS9W-*Sxpoeed  State  <^  TripcH'^JDragut  the  Car- 

'  .  Mor^GoMquest  of  MehBdia^JDeseeni  of  a  Tttrktsh  Ar- 
mament on  Malta — Its  JRepuhe  Goza  Ravaged-^JLoss 
of  Trtpcdi--' Unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the  Grandmas- 
ter^^—His  persecution  of  La   VaUier'^  Unsuccessful  attack 

'   tm  Zoara. 

Thb  Grandtnaster  Dnpont  lived  long  enough  to  see 
ki»flag  return  in  tnumph ;  and  Didier  de  Samt  Jeille 
sneceeded  to  the  vacant  dignity  (1535*)  In  the  fol<* 
lowing  year,  Devil-dtiver,  who  still  remained  master 
of  Tachora,  and  of  the  fort  called  Akaide,  which  he 
had  erected  in  the  envircHis  of  Tripoli,  made  an  attempt 
to  surprise  that  place,  by  scaling  the  insafficient  wsJl 
that  encompassed  it  under  cloud  of  night.  ^E^pily, 
the  garrison,  which  was  commanded  1^  Schilling;  a 
German  knight,  were  aware  of  his  intention,  and  re^ 
pulsed  him  with  great  slaughter ;  and,  by  way  <A  re* 
prisal,  an  armament  was  despatched  fi<om  Malta,  widi 
instructions  to  raze  the  obnoxious  fortalioe.  The 
conduct  of  this  enterprise  devolved  on  the  com- 
mander Botigella^  who  had  rendtered  himself  re- 
nowned as  a  naval  captain  all  ov«r  the  Mediterranean. 
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He  landed  at  Tripoli^  at  the  head  of  five  hundred 
knights  and  seven  hundred  stipendiary  soldiers,  and, 
supported  by  a  body  of  Arabian  horse,  whose  ser- 
vices Schilling  the  governor  had  secured  by  bribing 
some  Sheiks  of  the  desert,  threw  up  batteries  a- 
gainst  the  tower  of  Alcaide,  and,  after  some  skir- 
mishing with  Devil-driver,  who  hastened  to  its  rC'- 
lief,  completdy  razed  it.  This  triumph  was  en- 
hanced by  the  capture  of  a  Turkish  galleon,  on  the 
voyage  bock  to  Malta — ^the  merchandise  on  board 
of  wbich  was  valued  at  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou* 
sand  crowns. 

The  exultation  of  the  Order,  however,  was  sub- 
dued by  the  death  of  the  Grandmaster,  who  died  at 
Montpellier  in  France,  whither  he  had  r^aired  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  by  two  crimes  of  mag- 
nitude perpetrated  by  individuals  amenable  to  the 
statutes.     One  of  these  was  the  robbery  of  a  high- 
ly venerated  shrine,  by  an  aspirant  for  the  clerical 
luibit  of  the  Order.     The  other  was  the  murder  of 
a  Maltese  woman  by  an  English  knight,  who,  in  a 
transport  of  rage  and  jealousy,  stabbed  her  to  the 
heart.     The  thief  and  die  murderer  diared  the  same 
doom.     They  were  formally  sentenced  to  death  by 
the  secular  judges  of  the  island,  and,  being  tied  into 
sacks,  and  carried  a  mile  firom  the  port,  were  thrown 
into  the  sea. 

John  d'Omedes,  a  knight  (^  the  language  of  Ar- 
ragon,  succeeded  the  Grandmaster  Didier  de  St 
Jaille.  Though  the  majority  of  the  knights  were 
disposed  to  give  their  suffrages  in  fiivour  of  the 
commanders,  Botigella  or  De  Grolee,  both  of  whom 
were,  distinguished  for  talents  and  valour,  bro- 
ther Garcia  Cortez,  who  chanced  to  be  the  electing 
knight,  supported  by  the  Spanish  Action,  craftily  de* 
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*.cided  the  vote  in  the  Arragoniaa's  &vour.  This  elec* 
tion  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Order  one  of  the  most 
•narrow-minded,  partial^  and  rigorous  diie&^  who  ever 
•held  the  supreme  authority.  Among  other  unpo* 
pular  and  unjust  acts,  by  which  he  commemorated 
^be  commencement  of  his^ei^,  he  removed  the  ve* 
teran  Botigella  from  the  command  of  the  gallies,  and 
^conferred  it  on  Leo  Strozzi,  a  young  Florentine 
knight  of  illustrious  birth,  who  had  served  his  ap- 
.prenticeship  in  war,  under  ther  fiunous  Andrew  Do^* 
ria,  in  the  Emperor's  fleet.  •  Strozzi,  though  an  un- 
due act  of  £ivouritism  advanced  him  to  llus  digni- 
ty,  and  though  he  had  been,  from  his  boyhood,  a 
spoiled  child  of  fortune,  proved  afterwards,  that  na*- 
ture  intended  him  for  a  great  ci^ytain.  But  the  in* 
testine  troubles  that  distracted  his  native  city,  sub- 
sequent to  the  assassination  of  the  Duke  Alexander 
de  Medici,  ultimately  deprived  the  Order  of  his  ser- 
vices. Philip  Strozzi,  his  &ther,  the  fomenter  oi 
these  troubles,  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies^ 
and  pedshed  in  a  dungeon  by  his  own  hand,  at  the 
.very  .time  his  son  was  hurrying  from  Malta,  to  eh- 
.deavour  to  eflect  his  liberation.  One  of  the  last 
acts  of  the  elder  Strozzi's  life  was,  to  invoke  an  a- 
venger  to  rise  from  among  his  descendants;  and, 
from  that  hour,  his  sons  Peter  and  Leo,  regarding 
Charles  the  Fifth  as  the  subverter  of  the  liberties  c£ 
their  country,  and  the  indirect  murdecer  of  their  &-• 
ther,  dedicated  themselves  to  the  service  of  France^ 
merely  that  they  might  pass  their  lives  in  arms 
against  him. 

.  Paul  Simeoni,  the  knight  who  had  signalized  him-t 
self  by  the  liberation  of  the  Christian  captives  at 
Tunis,  succeeded  Strozzi  in  the  command  of  th& 
gallies*     Shortly  after  his  appointment,  an  envoy  ar- 
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meA  froih  Muley  HamefOy.  tke  Moaridb  ponce  of 
•Tuni^  camplainsig'  thai-  the  TurkiBh  puBta%  «fa) 
had  ovnvnm  the  A&kan  ooas^  had  obtaaaed  pcMh 
•ansbn  of  the  poit.  of  Suaa^  aad  several  othec  pii^ 
•fllft.iii'  theTicinage  of  his  capit^;  and  that,  wiiiioiit 
•ihe  attistanoe  of  the  same  al£es  who  had  leslcHBBd 
•faim  to  the  soveiei^ty,  he  could  not,  fer  any  Itoffik 
ai  tiine,  maintaizi  himself  against  dienu  An  an»- 
•hsssHdor  from  the  Order  reported  the  Tmiisian's  jeo^ 
•pazdy  to  the  Empeior;  and  that  monazdi,  oaneeiv(> 
•mg  his  dignity  ontraged  in  die  person  of  his  Moo» 
•ifdi'vassd^  instantly  equipped  an  annameat  in  the 
ports  of  Sictlyv  and  despatched  it,,  in  company,  with 
Jboiteen  Mahese  gallies,  to  Mule/s  relief.  T3» 
<«iiolej  fieet  saikd  nader  the  oommand  of  the  Maltese 
efdmiral ;  but^  the  land  forces  wrae  headed  by  the 
Maiqms  of  Terra  Nova,  the  Emperor's  lieutenant 
Having  joined  forces  with  the  Tunisian  prince,  the 
Marquis  invested  Sasa ;  but,  owing  to  his  creduloos 
ndionce  on  the  representations  of  a  renegade^  who 
entered  the  camp  as  a- deserter  purposely  to  betny 
him,-  he  expended  all  his  ammunition  against  a  pail 
of  die  fortifications  whidi^was  impregnable.  The 
hnightSy  seeing  the  store  of  powder  exhausted,  and 
ashamed'  of  the  incapacity  of  the  Sicilian  genera^ 
made  an  effcnrt  to  enter  the  town  by  a  narrow  breadi 
which  their  cannon  had  effected.  One  hundred  and 
thirty  of  them,  followed  by  four  hundred  soldien^ 
endeavoured  to  make^a  lodgement  on  the  top  of  ths 
wdl^  to  whidi  they  had  to  scramble  in  single  files; 
but  no  sooner  did  they  gain  that  perilous  elevation^ 
thanj  the  Turkish  musketeers  and  cross-bowmen  a^^ 
snled'them  both  in  front  and  flank,  from  the  imMr 
side  of  a.deep  intrenchment,  and  they  were  fbraed 
to  abandoui  the^  assanlt.    The  Marquis^  finding  httif* 
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'sM  oompelkd- to  raise- the  Mge,  praparedto  fnraak 
Ittg'TengMBce  on  the  lenegade  who  had  deoemfd 
kitv ;  iMt  the  tnitop  eluded  hk  puisuit,  and  regaiak 
^  the  dtj  in-  safety^  The  expedition  returned  tm 
jMUta  without  honour;  the  loiightcr  bewaiiing  tile 
fluaiT  bnnre  meai  whom  they  had  buried  al^the  fixil 
<rf.  the  raipropitious  walls,  and  bailing  the  ineapa^ 
diy  dt  the  stranger  who  had  commanded  th^si. 

•  The  commander  Botigdla,  who  had  just-retomad 
firom  the  government  of  Tripoli^  his  period  of  sei^ 
mx»  at  that  expt>sed  station  .  iiaving  expoed,  joined 
loudly  in  these  compbdnts.  He  represented  it  as 
sheer  folly  to  attempt  fonning  permanmt  establish^ 
ments  among  the  mithless  and  turbulent  tribes  <m 
titte  African  coast  ,*  and  strenuously  uiged,  t^  Tri«> 
{Mill  itself  should  be  abandoned,  unless  the  Emperor 
agreed  to  refortify  it,  and  assist  in  its  defence.  The 
ommeil,  though  wary  of  ofiending  Charles,  held  the 
arguments  of  Botigella  as  too  cogent  to  be  alt<^f^ 
dter  scouted ;  and  a  formal  appUoation  was  aeccMU 
in^y  made  to  the  Imperial  dictator,  that  he  should 
emier  render  Tripoli  tenable,  of  permit  die  Ordw  to 
evacuate  it.  Charles  readily  promised  to  place  it  itt 
a  stoite  capable  of  resistance,  but,  in  the  meanwhile, 
leecmimended  the  knights  to  hold  themselves  in  readi* 
neas  to  join  him  in  an  expedition,  which,  he  antic^ 
pated,  would  sweep  die  whole  race  of  corsairs,  from 
both  dhore  and  sea. 

*  The  enteiprise  he  contemplated  yras  a  descent  o& 
Algieis,  die  stronghold  of  die  redoubted  Barbarossa^ 
who  had:  eonflded  it  to  the  go^^emment  of  a  vicen^^ 
while' absenttm  coimnand  of  the  Tuikish  Emiperoi'a 
fleet.  Spain,  Sicily*  and  Naples,  resounded  with  the 
dangour  of  wariike  preparadon.  Large  lenes:  of 
Uocf  8«^waie!mafb  in  Italy,  and  even>  Germany^ sent 
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a  formidable  body  of  cavaliy  to  the  war.  So  greatly 
did  these  preparations  stimulate  the  soldier-monks  of 
Saint  John,  that  the  whole  brotherhood  burned  with 
a  desire  to  be  included  in  the  expedition  ;  but  pro* 
dence  forbade  the  Grandmaster  to  encourage  a  ge- 
neral crusade ;  and  the  contingent  of  the  Order  was 
limited  to  four  hundred  knights,  each  of  whom  was 
accompanied  by  two  armed  attendants.  Greorge 
SchiUmg,  great  Bailiff  of  Germany,  was  appoint^ 
to  command  the  Maltese  squadron. 

The  expedition  rendezvoused  at  M^orca.  The 
veteran  Doria,  and  the  Marquis  del  Quasto,  -who 
headed  the  land-forces,  ventured  to  remonstrate  with 
the  Emperor  on  the  imprudence  of  risking  his  fleet 
on  a  shelterless  coast,  at  the  autumnal  season  of  the 
year,  when  hurricanes  prevail ;  but  Charles  ridiculed 
their  apprehensions.  When  Doria  bluntly  remarked, 
that,  if  the  enterprise  were  persisted  in,  it  would 
end  in  their  destruction,  the  Emperor  answered, 
that  since  he  himself  had  enjoyed  two-and-twenty 
years  of  empire,  and  Doria  threescore  and  twelve 
of  life,  both  ought  to  die  satisfied— die  when  they 
might. 

The  voyage  from  Majorca  to  the  African  coast 
was  speedy,  but  tempestuous.  The  fleet  arrived  off 
Algiers  in  the  end  of  October;  but,  though  the 
winds  that  had  buffeted  it  by  the  way  had  subsided, 
the  surge  broke  fruiously  on  the  shore ;  and  two 
days  eliq>8ed  before  the  troops  were  able  to  dis* 
^nbark.  Many  of  the  soldiers  had  to  wade  breast- 
high  through  the  waves ;  but  happily  no  opposition 
was  made  to  their  landing.  The  army,  including 
six  thousand  horse,  amounted  to.  about  twenty-six 
thousand  men ;  and,  to  oppose  this  mighty  K>rce» 
HaflBtan-Aga,  a  Sardinian  renegade,  whom  Barbae 
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xossa  had  left  as  viceroy  in  AlgieiSy  bad  only  eight 
hundred  Turks  and  five  thousand  Moors*  Part  of  the 
latter,  however,  were  re&gees  from  Granada,  eager 
to  avenge  their  wrongs  on  the  heads  of  the  Christian 
•  oppressors  who  had  deprived  them  of  their  ooimtiy* 
The  Emperor,  to  prevent  national  jealousies  among 
his  troops,  judiciously  divided  them  into  three  bodies. 
In  the  van,  he  placed  the  veteran  soldiers  of  Spain ; 
in  the  centre,  the  Italians  and  the  knights  of  Saint 
John ;  and  in  the  rear,  the  troops  from  Gr^nnany 
and  Flanders,  and  the  volunteers.  The  knights 
came  to  the  war,  not  inoiinted  as  of  old,  when  they 
sojourned  in  Palestine,  but  on  foot,  wearing  cuirasses 
and  helmets,  and  carrying  each  a  short  spear,  in  lieu 
of  the  chivahous  lance  which  their  predecessors  had 
80  often  reddened  with  Paynim  blood.  Their  sur- 
coats  were  of  crimson  velvet,  on  which  shone  a 
white  cross,  the  symbol  of  their  Order ;  and  never 
had  the  banner  of  Saint  John  been  intrusted  to  a 
band  of  nobler-looking  or  braver  men. 

Algiers,'  the  city  against  which  this  formidable 
expedition  was  directed,  occupied  the  slope  of  a  hill, 
&cing  a  spacious  bay  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
houses  rose  terrace  above  terrace,  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  windows  of  the  one  tier  looked  down  on  the 
roof  of  the  next  below  it,  "  most  beautiful  to  be- 
hold. "  *  Having  pitched  his  head'^quarters,  and 
erected  a  battery  in  the  immediate  neighbouihood  of 
the  city,  the  Emperor  called  upon  the  Viceroy  to 
surrender ;  but  the  latter  treated  the  summons  with 
contempt.  The  landing  (^  the  army  was  the  sig* 
nal  for  the  Arab  auxiliaries,  whom  he  had  al- 
lured into  his  servica  by  the  prospect  of -plunder,  to 


MS  . JOHK  f>'OMBDB8, 

cominenoe  operations.  Moimted  on  fleet  hcmesy' 
«tned  with  long  jaTBlinSy  wUioh  they  hurled  miA 
iital  dexterity  into  the  Christian  mnks,  they  matD- 
loined  an  inoesaant  skinniali,  notwilhstanding  .the 
battalion  oi  Malta  was  llwown  fomard  to  the  left  vi 
the  army,  and  repeatedly  repnked  them.  ^Fhese 
hnaasing  attacks  continued  throv^ont  thein^ht; 
end  it  was  not  till  the  Diormng  brake,  that  the  'afeom 
dF  arrows  and  darts,  wiiich  iall  diidc  as  .hail  into  the 
maapi  was  stayed  hjf^  £eroe  charge  of  the  Sidlian 
pikenien,  who  chased  liheir  .half^-naked  adreisaiieB 
beyond  ^e  acyaoent  hiOB.-*  But,  on  theevening  ef 
the  second  da^,  whHe  etery  Ohristmn  heart  beat 
h^  "with  the  hope  of  victory^  -the  sky  was  t>i«rcait, 
lonents  of  rain  flooded  sthe  Urauac,  and  the  seay 
shifed  into  fiiry.by  the  antumnal  Uast,  .roaied  like 
thwider  along  the  coasL  The  troops  haTing.  Lmded 
vnpvovidfld  with  tents,  passed  .the  ni^t,ankle-(dero 
in  ifae  mire  of  thetr  cmmoilleas  camp,  .giaflping  thcv 
speais,  whidi  they  had  studc  ioto^^satomted  eatth| 
to^pravent  the  hmieaoa  xkbu  sweeping  thcsm  setncj 
^•Mdieir  bodies  benumbed,  and  :thdr  watch-ibis  eft* 
^gn\»\*0A.  Their  pli|^  was  too  kmentahle  ito  «a- 
fSfHB  :the  knowledge  cf .tfaeir'Tigilant  adteiaariea.  tht 
Iweok  of  'day^  a  .band  of  dVioonsh  horsemen  isaflicd 
fieom-Ae  girte  nearest  th^  Christiaii  .position,  cut  a 
MMpiflt  ataftioBed«]n  ad^ranee  to  pieces,  and,  swmd^ 
W^  attempted  to  ifi^  their  way  to  'diie  Inqpensi 
«R]arter«  The  Italian  jegimcnts  of  Colomia  aid 
flpkiola,  saustaioed  by4^e  Malteae  battalion,  atoaf 
Jo  tbrir  SUDS,  howeinr,  in  tone  to  arrest  thk'«xitie; 
and  tfitsaiyiinaKyieonabat  .ansuad  iiatween  the  Md^ 
kh  jsasaby  and  As'Cfarifltian/knig^    Tbe-kn^i^ 
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ikffn^  BfJBitijtg  M  A  disadvant^g^y  dismounted  and 
4tw  manyof  .uftir  opponents.;  «iid  eeveml  actp  of 
individttiJ  heroism  crowned  with  .^^ory  their  .unit^ 
wleur.  Nieholfts  de  ViUc^gHgnon,  a  JE^renoh  cbev»* 
Uer,  rushing  intothethiokest  of  the  battle,  had  hi^ 
]Q&«nn  piaroed  by  a,  Moonahlanae,  on  which  he 
sttonqpted  to  apear  the  horseoMn  who.  had  wounded 
lumy  but  without  success.  The  Moor  was  about. tp 
npoat.his  blow,  when  Vilkgagnon»  who  was  a  ma^ 
of  gaeat  atatme  and  >prqp0itiouate  staei^;th,  ▼auUdd 
«p  behind  him,  and  stalled  him.  to  Jthe  heart«  Ash 
ether  French  Jcni^ty  named  Coace  .4e  Sa^vjgnaqy  ih» 
itBiidanl-<hearar  of  the  Qcder,  puoiued  the.  fi^i^g 
Maata  to.the  ;fery  ifaUseof  thdrmtyy  and,  i^  cbmir 
rous  bravado,  -atuok  hifi  dagger  into  this^  gat%  jm 
sodeiMe  (that  Aothiag. bit  b0r8\#iid  bolts  had  ati^ 

Xhe  cannon  planted  jon.the/yrai|]s,  speedily  dipove 
ihe.  knights  baek  to  their iocw^r ^oai^iop*  .and  :th|B 
jtf opK8,,*aniifid  iwidiiiran  fx»aBrbow%  whi^  wore  ii^ 
£oitely  motemiBm^hhkx  a  humid  atmosphere  \%kvsi 
Ihe  Ghriatiau  matchtlQiidc^i  .made  a  sf^opd  ,aortii^ 
in  tgfeater  iioicey  and  mth  ^ginafterifiuy  than  befiw^ 
Xhe  Italian  jeriinfflBtg,jno8t  U  whom  wfne  r|Mir.tro(nv^ 
gm  way  be&re  ^fais  new  onset ;  hut  ,the  ffa^ip^ 
/ttiUJcept  dieirgrauiid*  wd,  with  the  aa»iat»use  ,ef 
^.hodyof  Gbnnansiidiom«the  JBmp^ror  sentt^  Amf 
moQoui^.diQne  the  lafideb  (sm^  maf»  within  )ibmf 
own  walls*  The  Bailiff  Schilling,,  who  aommam^ 
jthe  knigfate  *on  ihis  .«iMaasioft>  thconght  ithe^i  back 
Aom  .duB  pmsuit  'laawaad  with  jwapnd^  <mi  #lp!y[« 
J^  the  Moors  awde  use  of  fMoisoned  quarreb  ^^ 
fiuar  croaB-bowB>  teffevy  >i«Qwid  inflieted  by  thanfi 
fitoved  jnortaL  Among  those  who  &11,  was  the 
-bnweIb.Sa¥ignai^  iriio^iftBraRe  of  theae&tal  boUa 
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was  buried  in  his  breast,  refused  to  resign  the  stan- 
dard which  it  was  his  duty  to  uphold,  till  death 
loosened  his  grasp.  Seventy-five  knights,  three  dmp-^ 
lains,  and  about  four  hundred  soldiers  in  the  service 
of  the  Order,  perished  in  this  bootless  fight. 

The  army  had  scarce  time  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  its  loss,  when  a  new  and  &r  greater  calamity  ob- 
literated the  rememl»ance.  The  storm  of  war  .had 
for  the  moment  rolled  away,  but  that  of  the  elements 
still  raged  with  unmitigated  violence ;  and,  as  the 
day  advanced,  the  sea,  lashed  into  fury,  drove  the 
ships  fix)m  their  anchors,  and  strewed  the  whole 
coast  with  wreck.  In  the  short  space  of-  half  an 
hour,  the  Christians,  bleeding  fi*om  their  recent 
wounds,  and  destitute  not  only  of  shelter  but  of  pro* 
visions,  beheld  Meen  war-gallies,  one  hundred  and 
forty  store-ships  and  transports,  and  eight  thousand 
teen,  engulphed  in  the  waves.  Some  of  the  vessels 
went  down  at  anchor,  in  the  deep  trough  of  the  sea ; 
others  were  either  dashed  against  eiuii  other,  or 
beaten  to  pieces  on  the  rocks.  Several  conunandecs 
•of  galhes,  finding  it  impossible  to  ride  out  the  hur*> 
ricane,  ran  their  vessels  ashore  on  distant  parts  of 
-the  coast,  which  they  reached  only  to  &11  under  the 
'scimitars  of  the  marauding  Arabs.  It  was  a  soeoe 
of  indescribable  desolation ;  and  the  Imperial  leader, 
crowned  though  he  was  with  half  a  dozen  diadeni% 
could  only  gaze  in  futile  anguish  on  the  spoil  of  the 
winds  of  heaven. 

The  Maltese  gaUies,  being  more  seaworthy  and 
•better  manned  than  the  majority  of  the  fleet,  rods 
out  the  storm  in  safety.  The  crew  of  one  fialley, 
^neeiving  her  in  momentary  ^danger  of  founaering» 
prbposed  to  run  her  ashore;  but  the  knight  who 
HTommanded  her>  less  csrafuL^f  bis  life,  than  his  ho- 
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HOBTi  threatened  the  4nt  man  who  should  take  die 
liefan  for  such  a  pmpose  with  instant  death  ;  and,  hy 
his  firmnessy  snhoreanadad  was  restored.  The  md*. 
der  of  another  being  tom  sway  hy  the  violence  of  the 
wsres,  and  the  vessel  consequently  left  at  their  mocyi 
two  manners  vc^untarily  suffered  themsdves  to  be 
lowered  by  ropes  into  the  sea,  and  shipped  a  new  one  ; 
by  wmeh  intrepid  act  they  jBaved  their  Asp  uom  de* 
fliniction. 

This  firightfbl  disaster  decided  the  iato  of  the  exper* 
dbaion.  The  Emperor  no  longer  contemplated  the  re«» 
dncfeion  of  Algienh-^«11  his  ansdety.  was  dnrected  to  the 
xe»*emheikation  of  his  anny.  He  nmnediately  com* 
neneed  his  retreat  towards  Ci^  Matafiis,  near  whidi 
she  lenmimt  of  his  fleet  had  found  ^eker ;  and  die 
knights  of  Maka  had  the  perilous  honour  of  cover* 
ing  the  line  of  inarch,  and  repelling  ^e  incessant  ait*^ 
tadcs  of  the  Mo(Mish  cavalry,  who  hovered  inceaaantf* 
kr  on  their  right  flank.  The  army  bivouacked  the 
»8t  night  on  the  maigin  of  the  brook  Alcaoez,  nhidll 
the  rains  had  rendered  impassable^  It  was  crossed 
next  day,  however,  by  means  of  a  Ixidge  which  the 
pioneers  constructed  of  the  fi^agments  of  vessels  whidi 
the  waves  had  strewed  along  die  coast.  Three  di^ 
marohing  brought  the  army  to  Cajpe  Mata&s,  whrao 
it  re-embaiked-*-d]e  soldiers  quitting  the  unhospitA* 
hie  shore  widi  joy.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the  fleet 
put  to  sea,  when  mother  tenqiest  assailed  it.  Sevsral 
ships  foundned  in  the  gale;  and  the  Ea^peror  beheld 
one,  on  board  of  wlndi  were  wven.  hundced  Spaniards^- 
go  dovm  before  his  eyes.  The  armammt  sendezvoused 
at  Bugia,  where  Muky  Hasoen,  Prince  of  Tunis,  &r^ 
fdshed  it  with  simplies ;  and  on  Ae  25th  of  Novem* 
her,  the  shattered  remains  of  ihe  axaof  were  lelaaded 
at  Cailhagena  in  Spaiiu    While  at  Bugia,  die  £Qb> 
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peror  dismissed  the  Maltese  squadron,  after  confemng 
on  all  the  knights  who  outHved  the  campaign  several 
honorary  testimonials  of  his  admiration  and  regard. 

The  untoward  result  of  the  expedition  against  Al- 
giers filled  the  knights  with  new  apprehensions  re- 
garding TripolL  They  foresaw  that,  sooner  or  later^ 
2ie  vengeance  of  Barbarossa  would  burst  in  that  quar- 
ter ;  and  once  more  they  petitioned  the  £mperory  ei- 
ther to  render  it  defensible,  or  agree  to  its  being  •- 
bandoned.  This  firesh  appeal  produced  from  Chailes 
only  a  pledge,  that,  in  case  Tripoli  were  besieged,  he 
would  relieve  it.  As  to  immediikte  succour,  he  add- 
ed, he  had  neither  troops  nor  money  to  spare ;  but 
still  he  could  not  exonerate  the  knights  from  a  dii^ 
specially  imposed  upon  them  by  the  treaty  of  feo^ 
ment,  by  which  the  cession  of  Malta  had  beea  com- 
pleted. To  increase  the  gloomy  anticipations  of  the 
defenders  of  Tripoli,  their  neighbour  and  ally  Muley 
Hascen,  Prince  of  Tunis,  was  d^iosed  by  Muley 
Hamida  his  eldest  son,  who  took  him  prisoner  io 
battle,  and  put  out  his  eyes  with  a  red-hot  lancet. 
Ferdinand  de  Braccimont,  Governor  of  Tripoli,  on 
learning  this  event,  applied  to  be  recalled ;  and  his 
successor,  Christopher  de  Solertarfim,  Grand  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Order,  after  a  short  trial  oi  the  office,  al- 
so abandoned  it,  as  one  of  peril  without  honour.  In 
these  circumstances,  the  Grandmaster  and  council  coo- 
fenred  the  government  on  the  Commander  de  la  Var 
lette,  a  wiae  and  intrepid  Proven9al  knidit,  who,  from 
the  day  of  his  admission  into  die  Order,  had  never 
quitted  Malta,  save  to  encounter  the  en^ny  on  the 
circumjacent  sea.  He  possessed  that  indomitafak 
courage,  which  is  proof  against  all  revise,  and  cob- 
temns  all  danger ;  and,  no  sooner  did  he  assume  the. 
command  at  Tripoli,  than  he  iqpplied  himself  inda*. 


FORTT-PIFTH  ORAKDM ASTKR.  187 

to  reoiganue  the  ganisoB,  and  place  the 
town  «nd  casde  in  a  jffoper  state  of  defence. 

Whfle  the  new  governor  of  TripoH  was  thus  em- 
ployed, the  noted  Baibarossa  tenninated  his  career* 
He  died  at  Constantinople,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ei^ty  years,  and  was  saooeeded  in  his  maritime  com* 
mand  by  Dragut  his  lieutenant-^a  fimions  corsair, 
tiho  had  sprung,  like  himself  by  a  course  of  lawless 
enterprise,  from  obscurity,  to  an  elevated  station* 
Ttda  bold  pirate,  who  had  long  been  the  scowge  of 
the  Mediterranean,  entertained  die  most  implacable 
hatred  of  the  Christian  name.  In  one  of  his  expe- 
ditions, he  was  forced  to  strike  his  flag  to  an  Impe- 
riid  squadron  commanded  by  Jannedn  Doria,  a  beard- 
less boy ;  and  the  shame  of  such  a  defeat,  combined 
with  the  indignities  inseparable  from  a  rigorous  cap- 
tivky  which  extended  to  four  years,  greatly  increased 
tlie  natural  ferocity  of  his  disposition*  The  authori- 
tf  vested  in  him  by  the  Emperor  Solyman,  after  the 
death  of  his  old  commander,  stimulated  Dragut  to 
new  oiterprises ;  and,  in  ioiitation  of  the  Barbarossas^ 
he  possessed  himself  of  the  town  of  Africa  or  Mehe- 
dia,  the  ancient  Adrumetum,  a  place  between  Tunis 
WEkd  Tripoli,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  himself 
an  independent  sovereignty,  and  a  good  port  where 
lie  might  depoat  the  spoil  which  he  swept  in  such 
ab«mdance  from  the  European  shores.  Mehedia  was, 
at  that  time,  one  of  the  strongest  fortresses  in  Bar- 
htaj:  It  was  encircled  by  thick  and  lofty  walls, 
^rengOiened  by  towers  and  bulwarks,  and  command- 
ed  by  a  oitadei,  well  provided  widi  cannon.  The 
MOiow  promontory  on  which  it  stood  was  almost  insu- 
lated by  the  sea,  while  the  large  and  commodious  har- 
bourwas  sheltered  from  every  wind  i  and  that  part 
of  it  appropriated  to  the  gaUies  could  be  secured  at 
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pleasure  with  iron  nil&     It  had  onfpaeSiy  bem  aiib^ 
ject  to  the  Piinoes  of  Tunis ;  bat  at  tbe  time  o£DnK 
gnt's  attack,  had  thrown  off  ita  alkgiaaee  to  that  state, 
and  was  governed  by  the  inhabifeafits  as  a  sort  of  com-- 
monweakh*     So  jealous  were  these  Mooxish  repub- 
licans of  their  inoependeiioe,  that  they  refiiised  alike 
to  admit  either  Turk  or  Christian  within  their  walls; 
and  it  was  more  by  treachery  than  by  force  of  arms, 
that  the  corsair  OTercame  their  stubborn  afctophment 
to  fi;eedom*     He  suborned  the  captain  of  one  of  the' 
lowers,  by  whom  he  was  admitted  at  midnight,  along 
with  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  when  the  eitisens, 
taken  by  surprise,  acknowledged  him  as  their  master 
The  conquest  of  Mehedia  alarmed  mjt  only  the 
Makeae  knights,  but  the  Emperor  Cfaaiies,  who,  anti- 
dpating  constant  descents  on  the  coasts  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  while  Dragut  retained  so  convenient  a  strong*' 
hold,  Tcsolved  to  root  him  out  of  it*     Aocordin^y, 
Doria  his  admind  sailed  with  a  considerable  arm»* 
ment  fer  the  African  coast ;  and  the  galHes  of  Malta 
under  the  Bailiff  de  la  Sangle,  having  oa  board  a  bun-* 
4red  and  finty  knights  and  &ar  hundred  st^iendiary 
soldiers,  joined  the  expedition.    Tbe  Christiana  dis- 
'  embarked  at  Cape  Bon,  md,  after  one  or  two  trivial 
conquestsi  won  chiefly  by  the  valour  of  the  Maltese 
knights,  blockaded  Mehedia ;  but  as  the  saege  ooidd 
not  be  undertaken  until  the  arrival  of  reinfbroeBMnts 
from  Naples  and  Sieily,  a  considerable  time  elapsed 
bdbre  the  place  was  regularly  invested.     The  inter* 
•  val  was  cniqpbyad  by  Ihagut  in  ravaging  the  coast  of 
Spain  i  he,  nevertheless,  did  not  neglect  to  pot  Me* 
•hedia  in  the  best  possihfe  state  of  defence.     In  the 
•end  of  June  1550,  traacfaes  "were  opened  be&ve  the 
town,  and  batteries  raised  against  it.     At  first,  the 
iphahitant8»  who  jutd^r  regarded  their  Xvrkish  tyranu 
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as  the  sotfaoiv  6f  die  war,  manifesled  a  wish  to  ci|m- 
talate ;  but  the  Governor,  Rais  Ess^,  a  young  and 
vesc^ule  adventoier,  nephew  to  Dragot,  thmtened 
the  whole  of  the  magistiates  with  death,  and  ^  dtj 
with  deaokticnt  if  they  did  not  make  the  most  dee* 
perate  reaistanoei  Hostilitiea  commenced  with  a  sortie 
tiy  the  garrison ;  and  a  fierce  and  obstinate  combat 
visaed  between  it  and  the  Neapohtan  troops^  in 
widch  the  hitter  soflercd  considerable  loss.  The 
knights  of  Maka,  seeing  ^eir  allies  thus  voughlj 
kandled,  advanced  to  their  assistance ;  aadtheMooi^ 
ish  squadrons,  broken  by  their  onset,  qui^y  di»> 
banded,  and  sought  safety  in  flig^  A  breach  lunr* 
ing  been  effected  in  the  wall  which  ran  across  the 
istfamiis  that  connected  the  town  with  the  msinlaiid, 
the  Victf  oy  of  Sicily,  ^o,  in  coqunetion  wUh  Don 
Garda,  son  of  the  Vioeroy  of  Nsplesy  eoimaanded 
the  hmd^lbrGes,  ordered  an  assaii&.  The  knights 
dakned  the  honour  of  leading  the  attack  as  dieir  ^pe* 
ckl  privilege ;  but  the  Vioeroy,  anxious  to  monor 
polize  the  whole  glory,  ordered  his  own  battalions  to 
Advance.  The  Sicilians,  though  gaDed  by  a  tenible 
fin^  rushed  gallantly  into  the  breach,  and  leapt  strcard 
m  hand  mto  the  works  behind  it.  Here^  however, 
their  progress  was  &tally  checked  by  a  soecession  of 
deep  trenches,  sldtfuHy  flanked  and  filled  with  iron 
spikesL  The  Viceroy,  warned  of  the  jeopasdy  of 
his  troc^s,  sounded  a  retreat ;  but  of  the  brave  men 
who  led  the  attack,  only  one  escaped  the  deadly  dis- 
chaiges  of  the  Mooiiah  musketeers ;  and  he  was  spared, 
merely  firom  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  GrovemiNc,  to 
ascertain  the  besiegers'  designs.  This  repulse  spread 
despondency  throii^h  the  Christian  raniui ;  and  Ae 
genenl  dejection  was  aggravated  by  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
wion%  and  by  the  copti^BS  diatempen  whiA  &■ 
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tigoe  and  privatioiM  engendered*  It  was  now  thmfe 
the  generous  self-deyotion  of  the  knights  of  Malts 
shone  forth  with  its  ancient  splendour*  They  con* 
structed  an  hospital-tent^  into  vAddk  the  sidk  wen 
zeoeived,  without  distinction  of  rank  or  nation ;  and 
the  whole  army  had  reason  to  adniire  and  hleas  th»r 
diaritable  labours.  But,  though  thus  cK^iqiied  with 
offices  of  mcDcy,  they  laid  not  aside  their  battle-har* 
ness ;  and  an  attempt  which  Dragut  made  to  throw 
succours  into  the  dty,  was  foiled  dbiefly  through 
their  valour,  in  wfaidi  sktmush  seTeral  brave  Imigliia 
lost  their  lives. 

The  landward  wall  being  found  impregnable^  a 
floating  battery  was  mised  agamst  a  weak  part  of  the 
fortifications  which  was  washed  by  the  sea,  and  in  a 
little  time  a  practicable  bteadi  was  made.  The  Vice-, 
roy  of  Sicilvno  longer  disputed  with  the  knights  the 
honour  of  leadinir  the  attack ;  and,<  pursuant  to  an* 
cient  priv9<^e  b«mer  of  Sunl  John  once  »«» 
fluttered  in  the  van.  At  the  discharge  of  a  signal* 
gun,  ^e  kn^hts  flung  themselves  into  a  number  of 
light  shallops,  and  pushed  towards  the  battered  wall ; 
but  finding  their  progress  obstructed  by  sand^banks^ 
on  which  their  boats  momentarily  grounded,  ihef 
leapt  into  the  water,  and,  sword  in  hand,  waded  to 
the  foot  of  the  fortifications.  The  Moors  defended- 
the  breach  with  great  obstinacy,  and  the  knights  en- 
tered it  amid  a  murderous  discharge  of  shot  and  fire. 
The  commander  de  Giou,  who  carried  the  standard 
of  iAiB  Order,  was  foremost  in  the  assault ;  but  scarce* 
ly  had  he  planted  his  banner  on  *the  wall,  when  a 
bullet  struck  him  backwards  into  the  sea*  The  en-> 
sign  was  immediately  grasped  by  ^e  Chevalier  de 
Gossier,  nvho,  despite  the  deadly  shower  of  musket-^* 
balk  and  <TO8fr-bow  bobs  that  M  around  him^.hdA 
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it  mmSij  aloft  dmkig  iStut  wbole  of  the  battle. 
StuI,  thov^  the  breach  was  gained^  there  were  de* 
fences  bdttnd  it  vAikob.  the  enemy  contested  with 
great  bravery ;  and  many  kniffhts  and  ^stingiiish- 
ed  vdunteers^  who  fonght  under  the  banner  of  the 
Older,  perished.  The  commander  de  Guimerany 
who  headed  the  attack,  disheaitened  at  seeing  so 
many  of  his  companions  weltering  in  their  bloody 
hesitated  vdiether  to  retire  or  persevere  in  his  elBPorts 
ta  ^fect  an  entrance ;  but,  happily,  at  this  perilous 
jtBictme,  he  discovered  a  practicable  passage,  of 
which  he  promptly  availed  himself,  and  ^e  innermost 
streets  soon  resounded  with  the  Christian  war-cry. 
Intrenchments  had  to  be  surmounted  in  every  quar- 
ter;  but  nothmg  could  dieck  the  ardour  of  the  as- 
sailants. The  citiaens,  filled  with  dismay,  abandon- 
ed the  contest,  and  sought  safety  in  flight ;  but  the 
Turkidi  soldiers  of  Dragut  refused  to  accept  of  quar- 
ter, and  perished  to  a  man.  A  prodigious  booty  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  llie  knights  and 
other  officers  of  distinction  who  fell  in  the  assault, 
were  honoured  with  interment  in  the  principal  mosque, 
which  was  first  purified,  and  consecrated  as  a  Chris- 
tian  temple.  Afterwards,  when  the  place  was  aban- 
doned by  the  Imperial  troops,  the  ashes  of  these 
waniors  were  transported  to  Sicily,  and  deposited  in 
the  cathedral  at  Montreal,  where  a  stately  monument 
was  erected,  bearing  an  inscription  commemorative 
of  ^eir  renown. 

The  share  which  the  knights  of  Saint  John  had 
in  the  conquest  of  M^edia  rendered  them  so  ob- 
ncsious  to  Dragut,  that  he  exerted  all  his  influence 
with  the  Emperor  Solyman,  to  engage  him  in  an  en- 
terprise fer  their  extirpation.  Rumours  that  a  mighty 
amament  destined  against  Malta  was  fitting  out  in 
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tfae  Tutkifih  {MiftSy  Hotoowaitiedthe  knighto  of  the  fltonii 
about  to  •bunt  opxi  them;  but  the  Oraodinaster, 
D'Omedes,  who  wm  &r  move  ciieM  abo^  the  en- 
lichiiieBt  of  his  own  kindred,  tiban  the  seeurity  and 
d%nity  of  the  Order^  treated  these  r^)orts  with  eon- 
tempt.  The  commander  de  ViUegi^on — the  same 
knight  who  had  signalised  himself  be&re  Algiew^ 
a  man  ai  a  noble  jHresenoe  and  illnstrioue  reputation, 
abandoned  the  service  of  Henry  the  See<md  of  France, 
in  which  hehad  acquired  great  honour,  and  repaired 
to  Maka  specially  to  rouse  the  Grandmaster  firom 
die  fiital  lethargy  into  which  he  was  lounged ;  but 
D'Omedes  was  proof  agttnst  aU  his  arguments.  Tri- 
poli was  reinforced  with  tweniy-five  refractory  knights 
-—young  rami  who  had  been  under  arrest  for  inauber- 
dmation—- end  a  small  body  of  Calabrian  peasants, 
pressed  into  militaiy  service  by  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily ; 
but  Goea  was  left  totally  undefended ;  and  the  wives 
and  fimnlies  of  the  inhabitants,  when  they  soo^  an 
iMylum  in  Malta,  wwe  rudely  reused  it,  on  the  aigu- 
ment,  that  their  husbands  and  lathers  would  fight  the 
better,  when  afl  that  was  dear  to  them  was  d^endent 
on  the  triumph  of  dieir  arms. 

About  midsummer,  ld51,  a  Turkish  fleet  iq^iear- 
ed  off  the  coast  of  Sicily^  and*  aSbex  a  futile  attenqjt 
to  besiege  Catania,  invested  the  town  and  eaade  of 
Augusta,  whidi  capitulated  in  a  hw  days.  The 
Grmdmaster,  with  that  fiital  Uindness  which  had  all 
along  marked  his  conduct,  persisted  in  his  bdief  that 
das  armament  was  not  destined  against  Malta,  but 
was  about  to  act  against  Naples  in  concert  with  the 
French  fleet.  But,  on  the  16di  of  July,  his  increda- 
lity  was  removed,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Ottoman  squa- 
dron off  Pott  Musoeit— -one  of  the  great  bays  which 
peninaulate  the  tofkf  a^p  of  land  isML  Mount  Sea* 
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bcntu^  on  which  stiiida  the  modem  dlsf.  o£  Vckitta. 
The  Qfaadmaatery  to  hs»  dismay,  beheld^  firom  tbd 
wiiidofro  of  his  pftkee,  ship  after  8hip>  bearing  the 
ameigBt  of  the  hereditary  enemiee  of  ^e  Order,  ^1 
their  auls  in  the  offing  i  and  the  people,  filled  with 
cenatemation  at  the  fonnidable  aspect  of  the  armik 
Bwnt,  crowded  into  the  fortressea  for  refiige.  Maltm 
MMtwidnlaiiding  the  efforta  that  had  been  made  to 
mnder  it  defenaibley  .could  at  this  time  boast  of  only 
two  pkoea  of  retreat  d^wbk  of  holding  out  for  any 
jbiE^;th  of  time  against  an  invader ;  namdy,  the  Botw 
or  town,  situated  on  one  of  the  small  spits  of  land 
4faat  prefect  firom  die  southern  side  of  the  grand  port ; 
jusd  the  Cite  Notable^  or  a^tal^  a  pkoe  in  the  in* 
4erior  of  the  ishmd.  The  Bouig  was  defended  by  the 
gms  of  the  castle  of  Saint  Ab^o,  and  was  the  or* 
4iii]ary  residence  of  the  convent.  As  the  lefugeea 
ifeond  it  in^x>Bflible  to  obtain  roo&  to  shelter  thmot 
•they  bivouacked  in  the  stareeta  and  market-pUoeSi 
flqiosed  to  a  burning  sun,  and  tonnented  by  the 
.want  of  water. 

Notwithstanding  the  panic  that  prevailed^  and  the 
•comparatively  defenceless  condition  in  which  the 
fanig^ta  £[>und  themselves  phMied  by  the  fetal  conceit 
of  &eir  chie^  they  put  a  bold  front  on  the  war,  and 
prmred  for  a  stout  resistance.  Perceiving  the  Turks 
aaking  demonstrations  as  if  about  to  land,  the  com- 
mander Upton,  an  Engjiah  knight  distinguished  lot 
hk  bravery,  headed  a  bond  of  thirty  of  his  brethren, 
asid  lour  hundred  native  volunteers,  who  had  formed 
themselves  into  a  n^ounted  battalion,  and  galloped 
4own  to  the  point  of  the  coast  where  a  descent 
•was  most  likely  to  be  made ;  wixl<^  the  commander 
JDe  Guimeran,  the  same  Spaniard  who  so  honour^ 
dUf  distinguished  himaelf  at  tho  8i<^  of  Mehedi% 
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took  with  him  a  hundxed  knightB  on  loot,  a&d  time 
handled  harqoebusien ;  and,  passing  over  die  poet 
in  skiffs,  planted  an  ambuscade  among  the  rocks  at 
the  extremity  of  Mount  Sceberras.  Socm  afterwaid% 
Sinam  Pasha,  the  General  of  the  Ottoman  anny,  and 
Diagut,  Admind  of  the  fleet,  descended  from  the 
k>%  dedc  of  ^eir  war-ship  into  a  stately  galley,  and 
stood  in  towards  the  -great  port,  to  asoertam  dia 
practicability  of  a  debarkation.  To  avoid  the  ar* 
tiUeiy  of  Fort  Saint  Ai^lo,  the  galley  steered 
dose  under  the  steril  rocks  of  Mount  Soebazras; 
and,  no  sooner  was  it  within  musket^shot,  than  De 
Gruimeran's  harquebusias  saluted  it  with  a  furious 
▼oUey.  The  discharge  staggered  the  Tinrks  for  s 
moment ;  but  Sinam,  enraged  at  this  surpri8al,.or* 
dered  them,  on  their  peril,  to  hold  on  for  the  shore ; 
and  De  Guimeran,  seeing  a  powerful  body  of  Mos- 
lems advancing  against  him,  re-embarked  his  smafl 
battalion,  and  returned  to  the  convent.  Sinam  oan» 
tented  himself  with  climbing  Mount  Sceberras,  firom 
whence  he  reconnoitred  the  Castle  of  Saint  Angela 
Its  aspect  damped  his  ardour;  and  he  openly  re- 
poached  Dragut  with  having  miscalculated  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  enteiprise,  remarking,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  eagle  itself  could  scarcelv  have  diosen 
a  more  inaccessible  eyrie.  Dragut  dewnded  himself 
sharply,  as  was  his  wont ;  and  Sinam  prudently  re^ 
ferred  the  matter  to  a  council  of  war.  The  coon* 
dl,  in  complaisance  to  their  commander,  voted  Aa 
siege  of  the  Bouig  and  Fort  Saint  Angelo  in- 
advisable ;  and  all  that  the  impetuous  Dragut  could 
prevail  on  the  General  to  attempt,  was  the  con- 
quest of  the  Cit6  Notable.  The  troops  according- 
ly disembarked,  and  advanced  into  the  interior  of  iSoe 
Inland  in  considerable  force,  accompanied  by  field* 
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«riiBer]r«  Fire  maiked  their  mardb  ^-hhoC  a  hamlet, 
not  a  com  fields  escaped  destruction — the  whole 
country  was  enveloped  in  the  smoke  of  these  wanton 
connagRitions* 

The  Cit6  Notable  was  nnder  the  government,  of 
George  Adomo,  an  illustrious  Grenoese  kni^t,  and 
but.  poorly  garrisoned.  Many  peasants  capable  of 
akrengthenuig  the  gairison  had  taken  refuge  widitn 
tlie  walls ;  but  there  was  a  want  of  knights  to  dis*- 
dpline  and  command  them.  Adomo^  while  he  ex* 
erted  himself  to  increase  the  means  of  defence,  des^ 
patched  a  special  messenger  to  the  Grandmastery  im- 
uoring  succour,  and  particularly  the  aid  of  the 
f  renob  knight  YiHegagnon,  whose  valour  and  ex* 
perience  were  in  themselves  a  host.  D'Omedes, 
with  his  usual  selfishness,  refiised  a  reinforcement  of 
knights;  but,  as  Villegagnon's  frankness  had  be- 
come disagreeable,  he  r^Mlilv  consented  that  he 
should  r^Hiir  to  the  post  of  danger.  He  ende»- 
voured  to  impress  that  knight  with  an  idea,  that  he 
had  selected  him  on  this  occasion  as  a  made  of  con- 
fidence ;  but  Villegagnon  saw  at  once  through  the 
shallow  finesse.  He  answered  boldly,  that  to  save 
ike  place,  at  least  an  hundred  knights  ought  to  be 
thrown  into  it;  but  that,  nevertheless,  as  a  true 
soldier  of  Saint  John,  bound  but  to  obey  and  to 
die,  he  was  ready  to  enter  it  singly,  and  cast  his  lile 
away  for  the  honour  of  his  Order.  The  Grandigas- 
ter,  ashamed  of  his  conduct,  and  still  unwilling  to 
alter  his  plans,  ofiered  him  six  chosen  knights  for  his 
con^anions;  and  with  these  Villegagnon  quitted 
the  convent  under  the  doud  of  night.  Having 
nached  the  Cit6  Notable  before  daybreak,  they 
crept  close  to  the  wall ;  and  on  a  given  signal,  were 
mwn  up  by.  ropes,  unp^Dceived  by  the  besiegeiak 


146  '  sons  b'ombdbs. 

The  generoDft  self-derotion  of  these  knights  reani« 
•mated  ihe  ganiBon ;  and  many  persons  who  had  trem* 
bled  at  the  Ottoman  name  before  their  anival,  now 
burned  with  an  ardent  desire  to  emulate  their  brave* 
xy.  Villegagnon  cheered  the  townsmen  with  fidbcious 
bopes ;  but  with  the  governor  Adomo  he  had  no 
conceahnent.  On  the  contrary,  he  finnkly  told  him, 
that  there  was  no  further  succour  on  the  way,  and 
•that  he  and  his  companions  had  only  come  there  to 
die  as  became  Christian  knights,  and  the  renowned 
bamier  under  which  they  were  banded. 

The  knowledge  that  succours  had  found  access 
into  the  place,  and  revived  the  droopii^  valour  of 
the  garrison,  disheartened  the  besiegers;  and  the 
Turkish  general  was  further  intimidated  by  fidse  ad- 
viceSy  that  a  mighty  Christian  armament,  under  the 
&mon8  Andrew  Doria,  and  destined  for  the  reHef  of 
Maka,  was  actually  at  sea.  Conoeivir^  himself  be* 
aet  with  perils,  he  again  called  acouncil  dFwar,  and,  in 
accordance  widi  its  advice,  abruptly  raised  the  aiege, 
and  re«e&dHtrked.  To  quiet  the  turbulence  of  his 
troops,  who  nrarmured  loudly  at  the  unsuccessful 
ianie  of  the  expedition,  he  pennitted  them  to  make 
a  descent  on  the  island  of  Goaa,  which  they  crudfy 
laraged.  The  governor,  Cralatian  de  Sessa,  made  a 
£aeble  attempt  to  defend  the  untenable  war-tower  in 
fwhioh  he  toc^  refiue.  It  commanded  a  small 
tovfn  which  lay  at  me  foot  of  the  hill  on  whidi  it 
was  situated ;  and  the  natives,  stimulated  by  a  dread 
of  Turkish  barbarity,  voltmteered  to  fence  the  bread, 
which  the  enemy's  artillery  quickly  effected ;  but  De 
Seaaa's  valour  was  not  proof  against  the  thmnder  of 
the  cannon,  and,  like  a  craven,  he  abandoned  hn 
post,  and  hid  himself  in  his  chamber.  The  inhabn 
tents^  panicHBftniek  at  aecmg  a  kxa^jlA  deport  bimadf 


VORTY-FIFTH  OllAin»MASTSR«  147 

«  dwfcsidi  nould  have  deaeftad  the  breMb  to  a' 
aaaoy  bad  not  a  brave  Englidb  cavdlier  taken  ifae 
command^  and*  witb  his  own  hand»  fired  off  the 
cannoQ  which  defended  km    A  ball  fiom  the  Twk*. 
idi  batteries  speedily  teiminated  the  eareer  of  this, 
good  soldier ;  and  no  one  being  Ibund  to  take  hia* 
l^accy .  the  Gov^nor  deiipatched  a  snessenger  to  tha 
Turidsh  general  with  an  offer  of  capitulaticm;  lmk» 
as  he  desaaoded  the  most  honourable  o(Hiditian% 
Sinam  eonteraptuously  rejected   it,   and   returned: 
for  answer*  thati  if  the  fortress  were  not  intrtantljit 
auirendered  at  diacretion*  he  would  enter  it  sword 
in  hand,  and  hang  the  eoward  who  oonunanded 
it  at  the  gate.    De  Sessa,  after  another  andscarae«> 
ly  less  futile  atteouit  to  nc^gotiate,  gave  ordan  that' 
^    Turks   fibould  be  permitted  to   oecupy  the 
place ;  and  his  own  quarters  were  the  first  tnat  feS 
a  prey  to  their  capacity.     To  show  thei  contempt 
in  wmch  they  held  him,  they  conipelled  him  to  aot 
the  part  of  a  beast  of  burden  in  eanyiBg  his  own  fbr^ 
niture  to  their  dbips ;  after « idiLeh»  though  he  had 
Sinam's  pledge  that  his  own  liberty,  as  well  as  that  of 
forty  other  persons,  ^ould  be  respected*  he  was  strip-* 
ped  almost  naked,  and  chained  dowu  like  a  alava. 
Sinam*  to  save  the  appearance  of  liaving  basely  vicJat* 
fd  his  pkdge^  gave &«^infirm  oU  men  theb 
^-^vguing,  wm  the  chaocteristic  sophistry  of  a  Turk* 
diat  the  oldest  were  of  course  the  princ^Md  in-* 
JhabitaBt«r     Upwards  of  six  thousand  Christians 
irere  hurried  into  slavery  on  this  occasion*    Aa  a 
proof  that  aom^  traits  of  magnanimii^  cBgnified  ibst 
imroad*  it  is  stated*  that  a  Sd«ilian,  who  hid  bectdne 
naturalised  in  Goaa*  preferring  deadi  to  bondage^ 
first  poniarded  his  wife  and  two  feir  daughters*  and 
.then*  sallying  fpith  with  }»».  musket  and  crosjd>ov9 
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expended  every  bdllet  and  quarrel  against  tlie  eoensfi 
and,  having  dain  and  wounded  sevenl,  at  length  flung^ 
himself  de^NUzingly  on  their  swords*  *  The  cow^ 
aidly  De  Sesaa,  who  was  the  countryman  and  per- 
sonal friend  of  the  Grandmaster,  was  saved  horn.  uni» 
versal  disgrace  through  his  influence.  A  report  war 
promulgated,  that  he  had  fidlen  in  defence  of  ^ 
post ;  and  it  was  not  till  many  years  afterwards,  when 
he  returned  from  slavery,  that  its  fidsity  was  gene- 
rally detected.  By  that  time,  the  abhorrence  ea* 
t«tamed  .g«n.t  him  h«l  in  a  great  ine»««>  di«l 
sway ;  and  the  hardriups  of  a  protracted  bondage  be» 
ing  regarded  by  the  council  as  a  sufficient  punidb- 
ment  for  his  pusillanimity,  he  was  pennitted  to  pass 
the  ranainder  of  his  days  in  peace* 

Dragut  and  Sinam  Pasha,  having  thus  devastated 
Groza,  stood  away  for  Trq)oli  with  an  intention  of 
lasing  that  place.  The  Grandmaster,  apprehensive 
tiiat  Europe  would  resound  with  reproadies  against 
him  should  it  be  taken,  prevailed  on  Gbd>riel  D'Axa- 
mont,  the  Fraich  ambassador  at  the  Porte,  who  had 
touched  at  Malta  on  his  way  to  Constan^ople,  to 
act  as  a  mediator ;  and  he  immediately  rqiaared  to  - 
Tripoli  in  that  capacity.  Meanwhile,  Sinam  havii^ 
delMrked  his  troops  at  Tadbora,  four  leagues  from. 
Tripoli,  where  he  was  joyfrdly  received  by  the  Moral 
Aga,  the  prince  of  the  district,  despatched  a  Moor- 
ish horseman  with  a  white  flag  to  the  Christian  post 
Thiis  messeng^,  advancing  to  the  edge  of  die  msge^ 
stuck  a  cane  into  the  earth,  with  a 'paper  fastened  to 
the  end  of  it,  which,  on  examination,  was  found  to 
contain  a  cartel  or  defiance^  to  the  efl^ct,  that  un* 
less  the  place  woe  instantly  sunendered,  in  which 

•  R«l«tioa  de  N.  Nieoltt. 
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cue  the'ganison  wonU  be  at  liberty  to  deport^. 
tibe  Tnrkii^  anny  would  enter  it  by  assaolty  and 
tm^  It  as  a  conquered  dty.  Tripoli  was  goTemed  by 
Graspard  La  ValHery  Marshal  of  the  Order,  a  veteran* 
knight  highly  respected  fer  his  experience  and  valour 
-r-though  the  Grandmaster,  jealous  of  his  popularity^ 
held  him  in  no  fiivoun  His  answer  to  Sinam  was- 
m  laconic  as  the  cartel  which  required  it.  He 
had  been  intruated,  he  said,  with  the  defence  of- 
Tripoli,  and  he  would  defend  it  to  the  last  drop  of 
has  blood*  On  receiving  this  resolute  rqity,  Sinam* 
landed  his  battering-train,  and  invested  the  place.' 
Before  the  trenches  were  opened,  however,  the  Jmncfa* 
envoy  entered  the  port,  and  repaired  to  the  Turkish 
camp,  where  he  was  received  with  the  distinction  be-> 
ojoming  the  represoitative  of  a  puissant  and  fiiendly 
monarch.  D'Aramont  exerted  himself  to  divert  the 
Pasha  ^m  attacking  the  mty ;  but  Sinam  cut  his  ar- 
guments short,  by  ^dnbiting  his  sovereign's  orders, 
and  saying,  that  his  head  would  be  stnu^  off  if  he 
did  not  fulfil  them.  The  Frenchman  would  instant- 
ly have  put  to  sea  again,  with  the  intention  of  carry- 
ing his  petition  to  Constantinople;  but  Sinam,  appre- 
httosive  that  a  dumge  of  orders  would  mar  his  con- 
quest, caused  the  briguitine  whacii  had  brought  him 
to  be  unrigged,  and  interdicted  his  departure. 

The  trenches  being  opened,  a  fierce  cannonade 
was  directed  against  the  castle,  which  was  the  only 
well-fortified  point.  The  batteries  thundered  with- 
out intermission,  though  to  little  purpose,  for  several 
idays;  but  at  length  a  deserter  pointed  out  a  weak 
pait  of  the  wall,  and  a  breach  was  effected.  The 
tsomnandant  endeavoured  to  fence  it  by  intrendi* 
meats ;  but  the  slaves  refused  to  work  in  the  teeth  of 
the  Turkish  &e;  andthe  terror  with  wjbich  they  were 


wised  extended  lo  tke  gwriaon^  whidi  eoinistod  atif 
oftwohundBBd  raw  recraits  finoin  Cjlabiia,  and  tfae 
flPBie  monlier  of  Moorish  aUies.  The.  Cakbrkns 
were  stalioiied  chieAy  in  a  small  &rt  called  the  Cfaar> 
tdety  at  the  entrance  of  die  harlxna>  under  the  com- 
vmod  of  a  nufitar  y  ser7ii[ig4xrolher^  naaned  Dea  Re- 
ghee.  This  offieer,  observing  syn^tcHna  of  disooiip 
tent  among  his  troops^  took  measures  to  asosrtaio 
dieir  designs  I  and  his  vigilance  was  rewarded,  by  tfae 
discovery  of  a  plot  which  they  had  hatched,  io  es- 
ei^  to  Sicily  in  a  brigantine  then  in  the  port,  and 
leave  a  burning  match  so  situated  as  to  fire  the  poi^ 
di»-magezine  and  blow  ixp  the  tower,  as  soon  as  they 
were  out  oi  danger.  Dea  Roches  lost  no  time  in 
iworting  this  conspiracy  to  the  Governor,  who,  un- 
walhng  to  proceed  to  extremitiesy  ccofined  himself 
lo  removing  the  maleoontents  into  the  city.  This 
demenc^  proved  fital  to  his  authority,  for  iheae 
turbulent  rogues  speedily  infected  dip  whole  ganfr* 
son  with  their  se^tious  fesrs.  Su{^Kirted  in  their 
isMiibordination  by  several  Spanish  knights,  they 
abandoned  dieir  posts^  and,  simultaneouslj  surround- 
ing their  kadeiv  dvsatened  to  take  his  lite  if  he  did 
not  compd  the  Crovemor  to  a  timely  ciyitwlation* 
The  Marshal  oideavoured  to  reason  with  the  ma^ 
tineers;  but  they  were  deaf  to  his  a):gument%  hiso* 
fendy  calling.  (HI  him  to.  surrender.  A  oonneil  was 
summoned,  and  die  knights  and  officers  who  ooupea* 
«d  k  were  requested  to  give  ihm  advice.  The 
Chevalier  de  Poissi,  a  Frendi  knigfati  dedaned  that 
Jie  had  exaxmned  the  breadi,  and  found  it  pecfestfy 
defensible ;  but  Herreca,  a  Spaniard,  delivered  h]nb> 
•self  differently,  and  ascribed  the  Frmfihman'a  labor 
Ao  the  knowledge,  thai  die  kni|^  c(  that  nation  had 
•A&ieadinthe  pecwn <rf D! AnwMml jp ihe epcay's 
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'^KBBXp*  It  ^fns  at  ie^[txi  diteiniiiied'  to  ^.K^exanduiB 
itfae  breadi ;  -but  the'  mtrtaneeis  -'wDold  listen  to  bo 
.n^oits,  s&vB  such  as  were  macfe  by  their  abettonr; 
4D»i'  diese  being' of  course  un&voiuafale,'  they  pro*- 
^tested^  that,  if  a  white  flag  were*  not  instantly  clis- 
•]piayed,  they  would  themseltes  propose  a  capituhi- 
idoiti.  The  knightfl^  thus  cruelly  abandoned,  had-  no 
"fdteiftifltiTe  but 'to  yield*  D^utieswere  despatched 
40*  the  Turkish  camp,  and  a  treaty  was  agieed  on, 
-which,  even  at  liie  moment  of  subscription,  Sinam 
'^t«s  detennked  not  to  observe*  To  adjust  certain 
fl«hininari«3,  he  re^ues(;ed  that  the  Governor  would 
rVisit  him  in  his ^^ camp;  and  La  VaUier,  fearful  .of 
diowing  too  -great  an  anxiety  about  his  personal  safety, 
•ooosdingly  repaired  thither,  aooompamed  only  by*a 
snt^'compamon*  Sinara  reoeived  him  with  great 
arrogance ;  and,  fretted  by  his  insolence,  &e  Mai^ 
«hal  tdd  hiin,  ihe^  if  >he  were  not  'pldtsed  with  iJie 
ti^ituiation,  he  might  destroy  it,  and  allow  the  swoid 
<feill  to  decide  betweeri  them.  Enraged  at  diis  bold» 
tiess,  Sinam  ordered  him  to  be  manacled,  and  senta 
piiscmer  on  board  his  mat'dap ;  bvt  his  companion, 
'the  kni^t  de  Montfort,  was  permitted  to^«etam  to 
TripoH,  with  a  message  to  the  commander  Copier, 
ftecommending  that,'  as  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  *  he  might,  in  every  tiling  that  <xAicemed  the 
aafely  c^  the  city,  be  considered  a  dead  man.  The 
lEoights,  when  informed  of  his  detention,  abandoned 
all  idea  of  capitulation,  and  endeavoured'  to  ihfipire 
^e  troops  with  the  same  spirit  of  resistance  whidr 
burned  in  their  own  breasts ;  but  neither  remonstran- 
OBff  nor  menaces  could  ^  prevail  on  the  dastards  to  re* 
«ume  their  arms.  Hie  negbtiaticms  with  Sinam  were 
^mewed,  and  at  length  he  ratified  the  original  tre»* 
<ty^    Hie  nrntbem  bek^  told,  that  it  stipulated  fi^c 
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liw  iBbemtnm  and  imiiMdkte  4ep«rtiV9y  woidd  not 
OKiflmi  to  xetnain  longier  mistun  the  imlLs,  but  msbed 
tnmiiltiiougly  ont  into  the  opeo  eountr^;  miieeei^poii, 
Morat  Asa  middaiilj  sonounded  them  ^wkh  a  body 
of  Tutidda  candry^  and  taadb  tile  whole  of  them  pi^ 
«m«s«  The  kni^hts^  thus  abandoaed,  abo  quitted 
the  city,  and  fisfl  into  the  game  soaise.  I>es  Rodiei^ 
the  heave  aemi^^htothar  who  ccwunaaded  the  Cha^ 
telety  akme  apunied  to  suinut  to  so  base  a  destiiiy* 
llioiigh  the  Tiukish  genend  exapbyed  both  bribes 
aad  menaeee  to  ittduoe  him  to  -suneiidery  he  peniit» 
ad  in  lesiatHieei  iill  his  little  fottraw  was  leduoed  to 
atpile  of  ruinfli  when^  findii^  it  no  longer  tenabby 
be  enbaiked  in  a  small  bark  during  tiie  ni^t»  irith 
the  thirty  men  who  composed  his  detarhincnt,  sad 
made  lus  escape  to  sear-*aomtf  writen  say,  to  dit 
finsnch  ambassador'a  gaUiea. 

..Through  the  exertions  of  D'Aramont^  the  whols 
of  ^e  kni^^itS)  and  a  conrideiahle  number  of  dm 
dtbansy  were  either  ^tuitously  libemted  or  ransCBfr* 
ad.  To  accomplwh  their  ladenlptkmy  ikm  gekienens 
Bmdbman  not  only  usiMl  his  utmost  influenee  with 
SiiuBi,  but  sacrificed  a  laege  sum  out  of  his  private 
fb>tniie»  Aeeorapanied  by  the  wanton  whom  he 
had  thus  rescued  from  bondage  woiae  ihsn  death,  Iw 
SB&ed  for  Malta,  natmally  antic^Mttiag  a  most  hoa» 
pitable  jreoq>tion  from  the  head-  of  die  Order.  Bol 
the  Onndmastei^  startled  .at  the  loss  of  Tripoli,  and 
oonsdoos  that  he  had  miai^plied  the  funds  set  apait 
to  Its  defence,  tuftftdly  impmsed  the  knights  widi  a 
soqiicton,  diat  Ihe  Bsnidi  envoy  had  aoted.fiuihleaa* 
ly  in  the  negotiation,  and,  to  serve  his  own  sova* 
reign,  who  was  on  amicable  terms  with  Solyman,  had 
daliveesd  up  Tripoli  to  the  Twks.  Thisxeport  hair? 
ing  iMsn  induBtoiously  .«ii!Buhiftad»  D'Anmolity  on 
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«m^fig  off  tibe  liarlx>iir  adboot  taniel,  iound  it  hn* 
ted  ffith  a  chain,  and  the  gMiiBon  of  the  caatle  m* 
der  loms.  Next  morning,  however,  he  ww&  permit* 
ted  to  land,  when,  finding  hiaetlf  an  object  of  ge» 
ntaal  execration,  instead  of  respect,  he  instmdy  de* 
OMiided  to  be  heard  in  fidl  cooncil,  toadiing  the 
mission  with  wiiich  he  had  been  intnuted.  With 
dua  demand,  the  Gnmdmaster,  htiwewei  averse  to  a 
pfiddic  exj^anation,  feuad  it  necesssry  to  comply) 
bat  D'Aramont,  oontemning  the  base  imputations 
pnMBidgated  against  him,-  contented  himsett  with  re* 
iMJnding  the  asaembiy,  diat  the  Grandmaster's  en* 
tmaties -alone,  coupled  wA  his  own  anxiety  for  the 
interests  of  Ciuistiaaity,  had  indnoed  him  to  ei^ags 
in  ao  thaiddesB  a  service — adding,  that  he  had  per* 
Ibnned  it  honourably,  and  duit  he  relied  on  the 
Cihrandmaster's  honour,  ior  the  fidfifaneiit  of  certain 
stiptdations  under  which  the  knights  had  been  ran- 
eomed.  The  Grandmaster  vonchsafied  onlyacoid 
and  caatious  answer;  and  D'Aramont,  seeing  the 
tide  of  popnlar  opinion  settii^  stron^y  against  hiii^ 
^tted  the  island  in  disgust  mr  Constantmonle. 

D'Omedes,  encouraged  by  the  credotity  witD  which 
his  amisionB  acainst  the  ambassador  had  been  ie» 
esivea,  now  looked  round  him  for  a  special  victim* 
as  a  shield  to  lus  own  r^utation.  He  had  long  iv> 
carded  the  Marshal  la  Vallier  with  didike ;  and,  at 
ns  suggestion,  that  veteran^  together  with  his  comh 
panions  in  misfortune,  the  knights  Faster,  De  Soosa, 
and  Herreva,  who  had  been  implicated  in  the  aedi-» 
tisns  proceedings  that  aecdemtea  the  surrender,  and 
were  therafore  justly  srra^roed,  were  cited  to  stand 
■&sir  trial  for  the  loss  of  Tripoli.  The  tribunal  ap* 
peinted  fie  take  cogninnce  of  the  matter,  consisted 
tf'thiteiiEBighii  and  ti^ecuhir  jiidffiy  named  Antho* 
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nj  de  Combe— ^  of  them  men  completiely  sabser* 
vient  to  the  Ghrandmaster  s  pleasure*  The  whole 
brotherhood  were  officially  warned  that  no  solicitations 
in  fayour  of  the  accused  would  be  entertained ;  whik, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  vilest  criminals  were  received 
bA  credible  witnesses  against  them*  The  Marshal, 
against  whom  this  prosecuticm  was  chiefly  directed, 
would  have  inevitably  fallen  a  victim  to  i^  had  not 
the  commander  Villegagnon,  with  that  generous  in- 
trepidity which  distinguished  him, .  stood  forward-in 
open  court  as  his  advocate.  He  boldly  a8cribed^the 
loss  of  Tripoli  to  the  true  reasons— 4he  Grandmas- 
ter's n^ligence  and  avarice ;  and,  captivated  by  his 
-arguments,  a  strong  party,  consistiug  chiefly  oi  French 
knights,  espoused  the  cause  of  the  jwisoner.  'This 
revolution  only  stiired  D'Omedes  to  greater  exer- 
tion. '  Fresh  witnesses  were  suborned;,  but  Villegag- 
non  exposed  their  comqytion,  and  brought  fcnrward 
no  less  than  sixty  respectable  persons  to  testify  in 
behalf  of  his  frieaid.  At  length,  the  commissioners 
gave  in  their  report,  and  the  secular  judge,  pronounc- 
ed sentence  in  full  counciL  It  was  to  the  efieet, 
that  though  the  loss  of  Tripoli  was  to  be  ascribed 
solely  to  the  cowardice  of  the  Calabrese  soldiery,  yet 
any  knight  who  surrendered  a  post  intrusted  io  hnn, 
without  instructions  from  the  Grandmaster,  wasliaUe 
to  degradation ;  and  the  court,  therefore,  adjudged 
'^  whole  four  criminals  to  be  deprived  of  the  habit 
4md  cross  of  the  Order. 

Iniquitous  as  this  sentence  was^  as  &r  as  re^tected 
La  Yallier,  it  &11  £^ort  of  the  wishes  of  the  Giaod- 
master*     Though  it  would  have  given  him  no  coin 
-cem  had  it  touched  the  Marshal's  life,  he  was  dis- 
appointed to  find,  that  it  8ul]je«ted  the  three  Spanish 
-laughts  to  piinirfiment.     They  had  been-  indifi- 
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«d  in  the  accusation,  itieirely  to  obviate'  a  suspicion 
«f  ^e  prosecution  being '  instituted  from  national 
)iatred ;  and  he  formally  represented  to  the  council, 
that,  as  &r  as  respected  them,  the  sentence  was  un- 
just, and  that  only  that  part  of  it  ^ich  referred  to 
the  Marshal  should  be  carried  into  immediate  exe- 
cution. In  consequence  of  this  appeal,  the  judge, 
-witha  villanous  pliancy,  revised  the  sentence,  and 
exempted  the  Spaniards  from  its  operation.  The 
BailifP  Schilling,  enraged  at  this  flagitious  proceed- 
ii^,  publicly  reproached  the  parasite  with  his  pro- 
ffigate  submission  to  the  opinion  of  the  Grandmafr> 
ler ;  while  Noguez,  a  Castilian  knight,  contemptu- 
ondy  reviled  him  as  a  wretch,  and  vowed  never  to 
permit  the  sentence  to  be  executed  against  the  Mar^ 
shal,.  unless  the  Spaniards  suffered  along  with  him 
—-a  declaration  which  the  whole  assembly  supported, 
•and  to  which  even  D'Omedes  himself  was  ultimately 
obliged  to  bend.  But  his  vengeance  was  only  smo- 
ldered— not  extinguished ;  and,  with  his  usual  craft, 
he,  again  suggested  the  remodelling  of  the  sentence. 
The  council,  however,  could  not  be  swayed 'to  leav« 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  judge  whose  corruption  had  been 
rendered  so  notorious;  and,  foiled  at  every  point, 
D'Omedee  dissolved  the  assembly. 

Meanwhile,  throu^  the  machinations  of  the 
Gkandmaster  and  his  confidants,  the  calumnies  &- 
bricated  against  the  ambassador  D'Aramont  had 
been  industriously  circulated  throughout  Europe, 
and  at  length  reached  the  ears  of  his  sovereign, 
Henry  the  Second  of  France.  That  monarch  in- 
0fcantly  made  a  formal  com|daint  to  the  Grandmaster ; 
and  followed  it  up  by  .demanding  the  fiillest  .exf^an- 
ation  touching  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  his  envoy. 
D'Omedes,  perplexed  by  this  epistle,  submitted  it 
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to  the  councQy  who  decided  diat  the  Frencii  ISiog 
should  be  assuitd  that  the  Order  had  every  reasoB 
to  be  satisfied  indi  D'Aramont's  eondact*  The  ae- 
oretary  was  mstnicted  to  draw  np  an  answer  to  thai 
effect,  for  signature  by  the  Grandmaster ;  and  the  Che*- 
ndier  De  Yillegagnon,  who  was  abotit  to  quit  Maliri 
for  bis  native  country,  was  appointed  to  cany  it  to  the 
court  of  France.  But  D'Onrades,  unwilEng  to  shtta 
his  persecution  of  La  Vaflier,  and  yet  afiaid  to  deal 
uncandidly  widi  so  potent  a  monardb  as  Henry,  de* 
kyed  the  letter  from  day  to  day,  till  Villegittinoiiy 
rendered  suspicious  by  his  procrastination,  instituted 
a  strict  scrutiny  into  the  motives  which  occasioned 
it.  By  this  means  he  was  enabled  to  detect  a  dbt 
fi>r  the  revisal  of  the  sentence  passed  on  the  Mai^ 
iul — ^D'Omedes  having  detennmed  to  rei^ipoint  hii 
minion  De  Combe  to  the  head  of  ibid  commisBioar 
after  taking  him  bound,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  to 
give  such  a  judgment  in  the  matter  as  he  himsdf' 
sbould  prescribe.  The  Martial,  aocfxdii^  to  this 
iniquitous  arrangement,  was  first  to  be  interrelated 
on  certain  points  calculated  to  criminate  him,  and^ 
if  he  either  denied  or  revised  to  answer  them,  then 
to  be  put  to  the  torture,  and  the  confession  whieli 
his  persecutor  dodbted  not  would  be  extorted  fiora 
him,  forwarded  to  the  French  King,  instead  of  the 
letter  dictated  by  the  coundL  *  As  soon  as  A^fie-^ 
gagnon  was  fuDy  assured  of  the -reality  of  thk  eon- 
ipiracy,  he  presented  himself  before  the  ooundl,  and 
perenqptorily  demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  Frenob 
envoy,  the  explanatory  letter  ordered  to  be  writtetf 
to  his  sovereign,  or,  in  lieu  of  it,  a  copy  of  die  sen* 
tence  passed  on  La  Vallier  and  his  oompanioni* 

*  JieBMvriei  de  ViD^gagiUNfu 
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BmagBd  aft  the  inteifinceiioe  of  this  generoufl-hearted 
knight,  who  had  Umg  been  a  thoro  in  his  side,  the 
Gwodmaster  itemly  requested  him  to  explain  on 
iriut  grounds  he  demanded^  in  behalf  of  a  secular 
pnnofi^  an  exphuiation  of  any  crininal  process  whidi 
had  occurred  within  the  junsdiction  of  the  Order. 
With  the  candour  which  had  always  distinguished 
]^m»  ViUegegnon  assigned,  as  his  reason,  his  know- 
ledge of  the  conapiiacy  between  the  Grandmaster  and 
De  Cooibe  against  the  Marshal's  life.     D'Omedes» 
xnNised  to  fivy,  fiercely  denied  the  truth  of  the  alle- 
gation, and  poured  f(»th  a  torrent  of  abnae  on  his 
aocusec     Notwithstanding  his  vehement  protesta^ 
tiooa,  however^  the  council  detected  ample  proo& 
of  his  guilty  both  in  his  speech  and  bearing ;  and 
Vill^agnon  withdrew  firom  the  assembly,  with  the 
asBQzance  that  the  credentials  he  waitea  for  would 
be  consigned  to  his  custody  without  delay.     A  sub- 
apquent  attempt  was  made  by  the  Grandmaster  to 
qualify  the  lelier  to  the  FttmAi  King,  in  a  manner 
suited  to  his  own  views ;  but  here  again  the  vigi* 
lance  of  Yillegagnon  foiled  him.    The  letter  which 
the  latter  ultunately  carried  to  the  court  of  France^ 
fidly  exanerated  D'Aramont  firom  the  charges  which 
thfi  insidious  reports  prc^agated  by  the  Grrandmastcor 
enbracedy  and  which  the  partisans  of  the  Emperor 
Cheries  had.»ared  no  exertions  to  disseminate.  * 
•  As  D'Omedes  had  impeached  the  Spanish  knights^ 
Fustier,  Pe  Souaa,  and  Henera,  more  fi^om  motives 
of  pdicy  than  iiom  a  wish  to  bring  them  to  justice, 
they  were  soon  after  liberated ;  but  his  animosity  to- 
waxdfl  La  Vallier  continued  unabated,  and  he  was 
If^  to  pine  in  dLshonouxaUe  confinement.     The 
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persecution  of  this  veneraUe  knigiit,  whose  oondnct^ 
though  in  some  respects  iflpnident,  never  i^proach- 
ed  criminality,  furnishes  renuakable  evidence  of  the 
influence  possessed  hy  the  head  of  the  Ord»,  and 
also  of  the  freedom  with  which  even  the  meanest 
knight,  when  he  saw  occasion,  could  call  in  queft- 
tion  the  proceedings  of  his  chie£     The  gov^mmeat 
of  D'Omedes,  like  all  unprincipled  depotisms,  wa8»> 
m  reality,  weak  and  wavering.     That  such  was  tii& 
case,  the  following  incident  is  good  testimony.    Leo 
Strozzi,  Prior  of  Capua*^-4Jie  same  Florentine  knight 
who,  in  consequence  of  the  undue  partiality,  of  D'- 
Omedes,  superseded  the  veteran  BotigeUa  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  gatiies,  but  subsequently  devoted  himself- 
to  the  service  of  France — after  having  rendered  all  the 
maritime  countries  of  Europe  too  hot  to  hdid  him» 
presented  himself  before  the  port  of  Malta,  and  re- 
quested, as  a  member  of  the  Order,  to  be  received 
under  its  protection.     With  this  request  D'Omedes^ 
who  regarded  him  as  the  implacable  enemy  of  his  pa- 
tron Charles  the  Fifth,  refused  to  comply ;  and  Strozzi^ 
taking  to  himself  the  extraordinary  title  of  '^  The 
Friend  of  God  alone, "  became  the  enemy  of  all 
mankind,  and  for  a  whole  summer  scouiged  the 
Mediterranean  with  his  piratical  exploits.  *     Tired^. 
at.  length,  of  the  proscription  in  which  he  lived,  he 
entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  En^ior  Charles,.' 
to  whom,  despite  his  hereditary  antipadiy,  he  tender 
ed  his  services ;  and  while  it  was  pending,  privately 
landed  at  Malta,  and,  without  intimation,  presented* 
himself  before  the  Grandmaster.     A  more  dignified- 
chief  would  have  sternly  resented  this  intrusion  in-^ 
to  his  territories ;  but  intimidated  by  the  bold  bearing, 
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ei  ^  Prior,  aad  the  evident  devotion  of  the  many' 
fin«ids  ^om'  he  had  in  the  Order,  and  influenced 
also  hy  the  kn5wle<]^  that  die  Emperor  was  anxi* 
oas^to  secure  his  services,  <he  Grandmaster  not  only, 
overlodced  the  audacity  with  which  he  had  forced  an 
aikKence,  hut  received  him  into  his  confidence.  This 
pliancy  of  tempel*,  however,  the  Order  had  no  rea-. 
son  to  regret.  Strozzi  was  a  warrior  of  great  natu- 
nd  talents  and  vast  experience,  and  his  advice  was 
of  the  utmost  utility  in  the  erection  of  the  military 
woiks  which  were  subsequently  executed  for  the  de-^ 
Sence  of  the  island. 

These  works,  though  not  so  extensive  as  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  superintend  them  recom- 
mended, were  nevertheless  numerous  and  important.- 
The  Bouig,  though  protected  by  !Fort  Saint  Angelo, 
was  commanded  by  Mount  Saint  Julian,  another 
saHmit  point ;  in^ile  the  i^iacious  havoi  called  Marsal 
Musceit,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Mount  Sceberras,^ 
was  totally  undefended.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
oommissioners,  that  a  new  town  should  be  instantly 
built  on  Mount  Scebenas,  as  it  presented  the  great- 
est facilities  for  fortification  ;  but,  as  the  treasury  of 
the  Order  was  not  in  a  state  to  authorize  such  ah' 
undertaking,  the  knights  confmed  themselves  to* 
building  a  castle  at  the  extremity  of  that  promon- 
tory, and  another  on  Mount  Saint  Julian.  The 
one  was  named  Fort  Saint  Elmo,  and  the  other 
Fort  Saint  Michael,  in  commemoration  of  the  tow- 
eMB  bearing  the  same  names,  which  defended  the  port. 
of  Rhodes. 

The  kni^ts  laboured  with  the  greatest  ardour  at. 
these  works  ;•  and  the  Prior  of  Capua  acquired  so 
much  popularity  by  his  exertions  to  expedite  them,, 
that  D'Omedes,  with  his  usual  narrow-mindedaeas»« 
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beame  jealovu  of  his  leaown ;  and,  to  get  JoA  tt 
biniy  Bent  him  with  an  annameDt  to  threaten  tbe 
ooast  of  Africa  (1552.)     Strossi  knded  his  tcoopt 
near  Zoa^^  in  the  province  of  TnpoH^  and,  eager  tt» 
earn  distinction  nnoer  the  banner  of  the  Order»  at** 
tempted  to  carry  that  place  by  a  coop-deomain.    The 
town  waa  totally  defenceleas  towards  the  land ;  fiBd» 
aa  the  Christians  entered  it  at  night,  the  inhabitanta 
were  unaware  of  their  jeopardy »  until  the  dangonr  of 
dnuns  and  tnunpets  filled  their  streets.     No  sooner 
did  the  soldiers  &ad  ihemsdves  in  possession  of  the 
place,  than,  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  their  lead* 
er,  they  dispersed,  and  proceeded  to  inffio|  aU  the 
miseries  of  war  on  the  population.     In  the  midat  of 
these  atrocities,  they  were  startled  by  the  fierce  onset 
of  a  Turkifih  anny,  whidi  happened  to  be  encamped 
in  the  neigfabooihood,  and  whose  watdi«£ree  they 
had,  during  their  midnight  march,  mistaken  for  those 
of  a  tribe  of  predatory  Arabs.     At  the  head  of  this 
fiirce,  ^ich  was  thnee  as  numerous  as  that  whidb 
Strozzi  commanded,  fought  the  redoidyted  Mont 
Aga:  and  a  desperate  conflict  commenced  in  the 
streets  of  the  half-sadied  city.     The  knights,  diou^ 
they  numbered  three  hundred,  and  fought  with  their 
ancient  bravery,  found  it  imposs&le  to  turn  the  tide 
of  battle.      Strozzi's  nephew  fell  gaUantW  in  the 
foiemost  ranks ;  and,  eager  to  avenge  his  death,  hie 
unde,  at  the  head  of  a  ttesh  body  of  troop%  flung 
himself  into  the  conflict.    DisaUed  by  a  musket* 
shot  idiich  lodged  in  his  thigh,  the  Prior  waa  on 
^e  point  of  being  cut  down  by  a  Turk,  iriien  a 
small  band  of  lo^hts  fonned  themselves  in  a  aide 
round  him.       Tne  commander   Copier,  and  the 
knurhts  Soto-Major  and  Sainte  Jaille,  were  stmnk 
lUeiess  at  his  side;  and  he  most  hew  fidlen  aUve 
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into  the  bands  of  the  eaemy^  birt  &r  Tordflasy  s 
JBda|orcan  knight,  reniinkable  hi  his  strength  and 
fllatare,  who,  Jiftbg  him  in  his  anns,  homed  him 
to  the  beadi,  from  whence  a  boat  oanried  him  to 
Jhis  galley.     This  event  was  the  signal  of  retreat 
to  the  wh(^  army;  and,  though  haxd  pressed^  it 
■etbed  in  good  order,  stubbor^y  contesting  every 
inch  of  ground.     The  knights  themselves  weie  the 
last  to  embark*     To  cover  the  embarkation  of  the 
aoldiers,  and  preserve  the  standard  of  the  Order, 
they  drew  up  in  a  solid  phalanx  at  a  narrow  pasfl^ 
and,  with  their  swords  and  short  pikes,  repelled  se« 
veral  charges  of  Turkish  cavalry.     Seeing  a  body  o£ 
Turkish  musketeers  advancing,  they  at  length  threw 
themselves  into  the  sea,  wMch  was  shallow,  and 
iraded  breast-high,  amid  a  shower  of  balls,  to  their 
shallops.     La  Cassiere,  the  standard-bearer,  held  the 
efisign  of  the  Order  constantly  displayed  during  the 
whole  of  this  perilous  retreat ;  and  several  kxughts 
were  killed  in  the  act  of  assisting  him  through  the 
waves.     Few  of  the  knights  or  imlitary  serving*bro« 
thtf  s  engaged  in  this  expedition  survived  it.     The 
language  of  Italy  lost,  among  others,  the  brothers 
Valperga,  Sforza,  and  Justiniani*^4Jl  scions  of  &mi<* 
lies  renowned  in  story ;   and  sixteen  knights,  de« 
floended  from  the  most  illustrious  houses  of  France^ 
were  also  among  the  slain.     As  the  attack,  how- 
ever, was  totally  unprovoked  on  the  part  of  the  in« 
hid>itants  of  Zoara,  the  unprosperous  issue  may  be 
f^^aided  as  a  sort  of  retributive  justice;  for  the 
kmghts,  notwithstanding  their  chivalrous  character, 
and  vaunted  devotion  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
were  too  often  regardless  of  the  dictates  of  that 
generous  virtue. 
The  miserable  jdi^  in  wUch  the  Firior  and  hit 
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battered  ammment  returned  to  Malta,  did  not  de* 
prive-  him  of  the  reputation  of  a  wise  and  valiant 
commander.  He  had  behaved  intrepidly  in  the 
iight ;  and  no  sooner  were  his  wounds  closed,  than 
he  was  reappointed  to  the  command  of  the  gallies, 
and  subsequently  made  so  many  captures  under  the 
flag  of  the  Order,  that  he  not  only  brought  immense 
liches  into  its  ports,  but  rendered  his  name  a  terror 
to  all  the  Moslem  pirates  who  showed  themselves 
betwixt  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  and  the  mouths  of 
the  Nile. 


'  >■ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Death  of  2>*  Omedes  and  JEkction  of  La  Sangh^Death  of 
JLto  Strozzu^MaUa  deveuUited  by  a  HwrioanB-^SlecHdn 
of  La  Valetta'^SxpediHon  offaimi  Qahef^^An  tmimiue 
Turkish  Armament  arrives  before  MatUk—-  The  CUy  Bo- 
sieved — Attack  on  Fort  Saint  JEHmo —  The  JRavdin  taken 
"-Desperate  situation  of  tfie  Fort — Fire-hoops  Used  by  tf^e 
Garrison — Dragut  mortdUy  Wovnded^-Fort  Saint  Ebno 
otsrried  hy  Storm    Stvharity  of  ^kis  ^tcfort* 

Thb  Grandmaster  IVOmedes  died  on  the  6th  of 
September  1553*    In  the  last  days  (^  hid  sovch 
Teignty,   intelligence  reached  Malta  that  Mary  of 
£]]^and>  the  daughter  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  eoiv- 
flcienoe-stridceny  say  the  Catholic  histonans,  at  her 
.fiither's  unjust  spoliation  and  persecution-  of  the  Qb- 
der  of  Saint  John,  and  eager  to  manifest  to  the  ut- 
.termost  her  implicit  devotion  to  the  Church  of 
Rcmie,  had  determined  to  make>  restitation  of  all 
the  oommanderies  and  manors  which  he.had<  confia- 
.cated.      The  envoy  intrusted    with  this  missioi^ 
.brought  an  invitation  to  the  knights  to  send  a  de- 
.putation  to  England  without  delay ;  and  the  Com- 
mander de  Montferrat  was  accordingly  despatched 
'to  that  country,  and,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  le- 
-posed  in  him»  wAs  reinvested  in  the  esltates  whi<^ 


164  CLAin>V  VE  LA  SAKOLSy 

had  fonnerly  belonged  to  the  Order.  In  the  te^ 
of  her  successor  Elizabeth,  however,  the  reinvest- 
ment was  abrogated,  and  ihe  Order  oompletely  and 
finally  suppressed. 

D  Omedes  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of  an 
avaricious,  imperious,  and  revengeful  man ;  the  v»* 
lour  which  he  had  displayed  at  the  siege  of  Rhodes 
was  forgotten,  and  he  descended  unhonoured  to  the 
tomb.  Strozzi,  Prior  of  Capua,  had  long  aspired  to 
the  Grandmastership,  and  an  effort  was  made  to 
place  him  in  the  stead  of  the  departed  chief;  but  a 
diead  that  he  would  divert  the  resources  and  forces 
oi  the  Older,  to  avenge  himself  of  the  house  of  Me- 
dici, ooeasioned  his  rejection;  and  Claude  de  la 
Sai^le,  a  French  kn%ht,  was  elected.  The  knights 
Gagnon,  Pascatore,  and  Bemardin,  who  were  chiefiy 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  this  event,  soon  after 
died,  under  circttmstaDces  ndiich  excited  a  suspicion 
that  they  had  been  poisoned  by  Parpaille,  one  of 
Strozzi's  domestics,  at  his  master^s  instigation-— a 
Aupicioa  whidi  seriously  bl%hted  the  Prior's  fime, 
and  was  probably  not  ftur  wide  of  Ae  truth.  Th^ 
diectioB  of  a  Frenchman  fortunately  pat  an  end  to 
tiie  &ctiottS  diff(»«nces  whidi  had  agitated  the  Ordtfr 
during  ihe  whole  of  D'Omedes'  grandmastership. 
The  Frendi  knights  had  been  so  long  accustomed 
to  monopolise  the  supreme  dignity,  that  it  was  ex- 
tvemely  difficult  to  reconcile  them  to  the  rule  of  a 
man,  who,  besides  being  a  native  of  anodier  eaaa^ 
tiy,  was  Imown  to  be  devoted  to  the  Imperial  intep- 
est,  and  who  had  been  exalted  by  partisanship,  tth 
itter  than  by  the  unanimons  sui^age  of  the  Chapter. 
To  ^is  national  rivaliy  may  be  ascribed  some  of  the 
shades  which  darken  lyOmedes'  renown.  It  is  to 
Vt&»humiiM  poatori^ii  priii«|M%  indabtad filr 
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iht  ehronidM  of  the  Oidar ;  and  as  these  imnaliats 
all  more  or  lorn  infected  with  ^  prejudicea 
pevailed,  it  becomes  the  impartial  bistoiiaii 
to  recetve  with  some  caotion  their  report  of  a  chie( 
who  would  have  been  obnoxious  to  tnem,  though  he 
had  had  no  other  olijectionahle  quality  save  daft  of 
being  bom  in  Spain« 

Ia  Sangle  was  aft  Rome  when  he  was  choosn 
Grandmaster,  He  was  treated  with  great  honoar» 
soft  only  in  that  oityt  but  in  Sicily^  where  he  chanoed 
to  loach  on  lua  way  to  Malta.  The  Sicilian  Vioe* 
tBOf  did  not  leave  hun  long  in  ignomnoe  of  the  £m<» 
peror*a  object  in  lavishing  these  attentions*  Tired 
0f  the  trouble  and  expense  of  maintaining  the  dty  of 
Mehedta,  which  the  knights  had  assisted  him  to 
take  horn.  Drsgut,  Chadesy  with  his  usual  sdfiah* 
0006^  proposed  that  the  Order  should  transport  itsdf 
to  that  puoci  and  make  it  the  pemianenft^  residenoe 
af  the  convent.  The  Grandmaster  reiened  the  mat* 
fter  to  the  couneil ;  and  that  assembly,  out  of  coQi* 
aidefation  to  the  Enqieror,  eondesooided  to  await 
the  report  oi  several  comnuasioners  whom  they  sent 
to  survey  Mdledii^  before  they  returned  a  defit 
site  answer.  This  report  was  of  such  a  nature 
aa  at  once  induced  them  to  reject  the  proposal.  The 
knights  had  become  completjy  maritime  m  their  ha<f 
bifta ;  and  not  only  were  they  unwilling  to  msign  the 
]dbmd%  which  ih^  had  exercised  so  much  ^ill  to 
render  defensiUe>  but  they  justly  aigued,  that,  on 
the  coast  of  Baibary*  they  would  no  longer  be  able 
to  give  that  succour  to  Christians  tmversing  the  Me^ 
ditmaneany  which  was  one  of  the  grand  objects  of 
their  institution.  Charles  professed  Iiimsetf  satisfied 
with  thiese  reasons ;  but  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily  though 
pK^mr^to  maenft  Ihemi  by  inlerdioting  the  su^pUes  of 
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com  whidi  the  convent  was  in  the  custom  of  'draw- 
ing from  that  island ;  and,  to  mollify  him,  the  Grand- 
master  had  to  despatch  the  Prior,  of  Capua  wkh  se- 
veral galHes,  to  diase  away  the  corsairs  who  infested 
his  coasts.     While  employed  on  this  service,  Strozzi 
received  a  pressing  invitation  from  his  eldest  brother, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  French 
anny  in  Italy,  to*  re-enter  the  service   of  France. 
Suppressing  his  antipathies  against  that  government, 
In  Older  to  gratify  the  hereditary  spirit  of  revenge, 
which  still  whispered,  that,  in  concert  with  his  bro- 
ther, 'he  might  yet  overturn  the  dynasty  which  had 
driven  his  &ther  to  seek  an  asylum  in  a  smcidb's 
grave,  he  at  once  acceded  to  the  proposition*     But  a 
hint  of  his  design  having  been  forwarded  from  the 
oourt  of  Spain  to  the  Sicilian  Viceroy,  that  func- 
tionary prepared  to  prevent  the  Maltese  gallies  from 
leaving  the  port  of  Palermo.     By  one  of  those  stra- 
tagems, however,  which  intrepid  and  gifted  men  a- 
lone  are  able  to  plan  and  execute,*  Strozzi  eluded  the 
Viceroy's  vigilance,   and  returned  to  Mdta,  from 
idience,  after  having  formally  resigned  his  conmnnd, 
he  again  sailed  on  what  he  was  pleased  to  stvle^a 
priX^d^entuie,   aceompankd  by  ..nnmb^of 
young  kni^ts,  who  were  delighted  to  make  iMt 
first  essay  in  arms  under  so  ledoubted  a  chie£    As 
soon  as  he  was  £iirly  at  sea,  he  disdoi^  tohiff  fid- 
lowers  the  true  nature  of  his  intentions,  whttieupdn 
a  few  Spanish  and  Italian  knights .  abandoned  hmi ; 
but  the  rest  declared  themselves  ready  to  dbaie  Us 
fortune,  wherever  he  rmg^  lead.   He  according^nm 
'down  to  the  coast  of  Tuscany,  and  landed  at  Poit- 
Eroole,  where  he  was  instmcted,  by  the  Frendi  » 
nend  who  occu{»ed  it,  to  wait  the  junction  of  a  fleet 

of  IVoyen^al  galHes*    Ei^toa^ievesonieenloit 
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■  * 

.tn^the  intenral,  with  the  small  force  he  conmundedy 
he  fonned  the  rash  project  of  seizing  the  insignifi^ 
4»uit.fort  of  ScarlinOy  in  the  principidity  of  Piombi- 
noy  and,  with  his  usual  intrepidity,  set  out  in  person 
to  reconnoitre  it.  Unfortunately,  a  peasant,  who  lay 
in  ajnbush  near  the  walls,  recognised  him,  fi*om  his 
majestic  stature,  and  mortally  wounded  him  in  the 
^ide  with  a  musket*ball.  Thus,  by  the  hand  of  a 
peasant  churl,  fell  one  of  the  bravest  captains  of  the 
Order-*— a  man  who  would  have  died  its  chief,  had 
his  moral  worth  been  commensurate  with  his  valour. 
He  was  buried  in  the  great  church  of  Porte-Ercole ; 
but  a  year  afterwards,  Cosmo  de  Medicis,  the  here- 
ditary enemy  of  his  house,  with  the  rancour  of-  an 
Ignoble  adversary,  had  his  remains  torn  from  the 
^rave,  and  cast  into  the  sea. 

The  commander  Parisot  de  la  Valette  succeeded 
.Stiozzi,  as  admiral  of  the  Maltese  gallies.  His  name 
soon  became  as  terrible  to  the  Turkish  and  Moorish 
.corsairs,  as  that  of  his  predecessor ;  and,  stimulated 
by  his  repeated  triumphs,  the  whole  Meditenanean 
4»me  to  swarm  with  privateers  manned  by  knights,  who 
jwere  scarcely  more  scrupulous  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
war  they  waged  than  Uie  pirates  whom  they  sought 
.to  exti^Mite*  Tim  maritime  crusade  at  length  ex- 
oited  the  attention  of  the  Sultan  Solyman ;  and  the 
Grandmaster,  warned  by  the  indications  of  fais  im-* 
pending  wrath,  applied  himself  to  replenish  the  ar- 
jsenals  a^d  strengthen  the  defiences  of  the  island.  At 
Jus  own  expense  he  made  a  considerable  addition  to 
Fort  Saint  Elmo;  and  so  completely  fortified  the  pei>- 
insula  of  Saint  Michael^  which,  like  duU  of  the  Bouig 
juts  into  the  Grand  Port,  that,  in  honour  of  him,  it 
(Wi^  designated  the  Isle  de  la  Sangle,  and  has  ever  . 
j^lkCQ  bqrne  tb^  name* 
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4ilei  ^«pS  difrttugiiJAiid  iknighte  enabled  it  te  do  with 
^UMxpeolad  npidity,  die  ooraur  Djnffut,  expecting, 
te  aMadc  Maita  «t.a  vantage^  appeared  off  the  ialaqd 
mitk  a  conaidenibk  fleetp  and,  cQseinbaikmg  a  laige 
hmdioK^  savaged  the  open  covmtiy.     A  body  pf 
ihrye  hundred  knig^ita,  hoiivtever,  uader  the  oommaiid* 
«r  Louis. de  Lastic,  r<:|>eUed  these  pirates  with  great 
abughter ;  and  .by  way  of  reprisal,  Fcancis  de  Los- 
4990169  <jfMid  Fkior  of  Franjee,  scoured  the  whole  coast 
of  .Baibory  with  a  powerfiil  squadron,  and  valomed 
4a  port  laden  with  spoil.     In.  one  of  the  maritime 
eqiloits  performed  by  the  knights  at  this  period,  a 
^GkiacDB  knighti  humed  away  by  his  valour,  rashly 
lea^  into  a  Turkish  gaUe}^^  and  finding-  escape  im- 
•poflBibk,  £red  a  qnao^tty . of  gm^owder  which  chanch 
fidito  be  within  Im  rea^  and  blew  up  the  vesseL 

The  Grandmaster  La  Sangk  died  on  the  17th  of 
Aaigust  155i7.  His  last  da^  were  embittered  by  a 
-^flpute  respecting  one  of  Stroasi,  Prior  of  Capua!s 
.a&Mf  viMdk  had  bean  unjustifiably  carried  out  of  a 
•Boman  port  after  that  knit's  death,  and  was  s&et^ 
wards  JBOiptufBd  by  an  emissary  of  the  Pqpe,  under 
<»tMMlanoes  iwhich  compromised  ihe  indflpendence 
and  ^nonr  gL  Aa  Maltese  flag.  The  vexation 
wbich  JLa  Sangle  expedeoGed  on  this  occasion, 
bma^  on  ihe  makdy  which  terminated  bis  life.  . 
John  .de  la  Valette,  one  of  the  most  iliu^^tri- 
QUB  commanders  the  Qcdeor  ever  possessed,  suo- 
•oacdod,  by  an  unanimous  vote»  to  the  Grandmaster-^ 
ah^  He.  had  made  Malta  his  constant  residence 
finoHi  the  day  a£  ins  reception  as  a  knight*  and  had, 
advanced  prognessively  from  dignity  to  d]gnityx,.ti]l 
his  duvalious  virtues  procured  hun  the  supreine  ap- 
pcMitmeiit.  One  of  his  first  ads  was  to  repair  the 
mjuitice  of  hia  immediate  predecessors^  by  a  rever- 
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sicfn  of  the  sentence  which  had  been  passed  on  the 
Marshal  la  Vallier,  through  the  machinations  of  D'O- 
medcs.      La  Sangle  had  merdy  liberated  La  Vallier 
from  chains  and  close  confinement ;  but  La  Valctte 
relieved  him,  from  what  was  infinitely  more  debasing 
to  a  proud  spirit — ^unmerited  disgrace.     The  death 
of  tl\e  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  (1558),  and  the 
consequent  annihilation  of  Spanish  influence  in  the 
convent,  the  better  enabled  the  Grandmaster  to  gra- 
tify the  generous  impulse  of  his  heart  by  this  tardy 
r^aration.     By  his  energy  and  address,  he  had  pre- 
viously reduced  the  commanders  in  the  Bohemian 
and  Venetian  states,  who  had  long  pretended  to  ex- 
ercise an  independent  authority,  to  proper  subjec- 
tion.    The  remonstrances  he  employed  in  this  nego- 
tiation, enforced  as  they  were  by  Charles,  who  had 
just  abdicated  the  Impenal  dignity,  and  his  brother 
Ferdinand,  induced  the  Gennan  knights  to  despatch 
a  deputation  to  Malta,  accredited  by  all  the  Priors 
of  Germany,  to  announce  their  implicit  submission, 
and  the  friture  payment  of  all  their  re^Kmsions— -en- 
gagements which  they  never  afterwards  violated. 

The  thorough  conviction  which  La  Valette  en- 
tertained of  the  innocence  of  La  VaUiefy  not  only 
induced  him  to  remove  the  stigma  which  had  been 
cast  on  the  character  of  that  knight,  bat  incited  him 
to  enter  into  a  project  for  the  recovery  of  the  ibr- 
tress,  the  surrender  of  which  had  involved  him  in 
disgrace*  Dragut,  thot^h  still  nominally  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Sultan,  ruled  in  TripoH  with  absdute 
sway ;  and,  by  sparing  neither  lid)our  nor  expense, 
had  rendered  it  one  of  the  most  defisnsible  places 
in  Barbary.  The  Duke  of  Medina-Celi,  Viceroy 
of  Sicily,  who  suggested  the  expedition,  seemed 
for  it  the  approbation  of  his  sovereign,  Philip  the 
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Second  of  Spain.  The  season  being  unpropitlous, 
the  Grandmaster  would  have  postponed  the  depar- 
tme  of  the  armament  till  the  foUowiug  spring ; 
but  the  Viceroy,  aware  of  the  unstable  tenure  of 
hia  commission,  and  eager  to  earn  glory  while 
the  opportunity  was  left  him,  would  pot  be  dis- 
suaded from  an  immediate  departure.  The  fleet 
rendezvoused  at  Malta  (1559),  where  four  hun- 
dred '  veteran  knights,  and  upwards  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred soldiers,  besides  volunteers,  embarked,  under 
the  command  of  the  Chevaher  D*Urre  ie  Tessieres,^ 
admiral  of  the  gallies.  Unfortunately,  the  Viceroy, 
with  that  obstinacy  which  often  characteriz.es  weak 
and  pusillanimous  men,  and  contrary  to  a  solemn 
understanding  between  him  and  the  Grandmaster, 
iumed  aside  from  Tripoli,  and  attacked  the  ii^igni- 
^cant  island  of  Galves.  The  Moors  who  inhabited 
it  defended  themselves  with  great  bravery ;  but  the 
Christian  arms  ultimately  proved  victorious.  Inflat- 
^d  by  this  conquest,  the  Viceroy  set  about  construct- 
ing a  fortress  for  its  maintenance ;  but  insubordina- 
tion and  disease  combined  to  impede  the  work. 
■Several  distinguished  knights  1^11  victims  to  the  pre- 
valent distempers ;  and  intelligence  of  these  proceed- 
ings being  forwarded  to  Malta,  the  Grandmaster, 
afiter  duly  notifying  his  disapprobation  of  the  Vice- 
joy's  conduct,  ordered  the  Maltese  troops  to  sepa- 
rate from  the  expedition,  and  return  home.  The 
•Commander  de  Tessieres,  before  he  obeyed  this 
4iiandate,  employed  every  effort  to  induce  the  Vice- 
roy to  re-embark ;  but,  though  warned  that  a  pow- 
jedul  Turkish  squadron,  combined  with  all  the  pira- 
tical gallies  that  could  be  mustered,  had  put  to  sea 
-with  the  intention  of  destroying  him,  the  Duke  was 
yrooC  again^  argument*    Se^g  him  con&med  ia 
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hm  obstinacy,  the  remnant  of  tKe  Maltese  fbroes  re- 
embarked.  Nine  kni^ts  died  on  tbe  homeward 
voyage  ;  and  the  commander  Imnsel^  together  -with 
the  greater  part  of  the  soldiersy  marines  and  skves, 
who  composed  ^e  armament,  expired  i^Mrdy  after 
their  return. 

•    Notwithstanding  this  mentality,  the  Gfam<ifaaaater 
could  not  bring  hunself  to  leave  the  Viceroy  to  his 
&te»;    and   thjnee   weli-mamied  gallies,  xmder  the 
knight  De  Maldonat,  were  soon  ato  despotehed  to 
his  fuccour.     This  reinforcement  xeadiecl  Galvcs, 
only  to  witness  the  di^rsion  of  the  C^ristiaai  ar* 
mament.     Stubborn  m  hil^  b^ef  that  the  Tvkish 
squadron  would  not  assail  hitn,  the  Yieero^  refused 
to  credit  the  ststlmg  reports  whidl  prevaikd  todiat 
effect,  mitn  he  beh^  the  Ottoman  fleet  on  liie 
h<mzon.  Disease  had  eomplet^  subdued  flie  valour 
pf  the  Christian  fences ;  uid,  instead  of  marshalfing 
to  meet  the  enemy  on  die  waves  or  on  th»  besdn 
they  crowded  in  disorder  into  their  vessels^  anxioas 
only  to  escape  a  vencontre.  The  admiral,  John  An- 
drew Doria,  (not  the  great  Doria),  enervated  by  sick- 
ness, made  his  escape  in  a  light  brigantine,  canyn^ 
along  with  him  the  Viceroy,  who  pieferrcd  an  inglo- 
rious flight  to  deatii  amid  the  rains  of  die  fbrtiiHi 
which  he  had  built.    Twenty-eight  gallies  and  few- 
teen  large  ships  were  captured  by  the  Tttiks;  but  a 
handful  of  troops,  under  AN arc^  de  Sande,  a  galknt 
officer,  held  out  the  fort  for  three  months,  and  wtss 
only  subdued,  when,  |H«feiring  death  to  intolerable 
prrratibii,  they  flung  diemseliies,  sword  m  hamd,  iala 
the  enemjf^s  rodta  fbufteent  l^oasaiid  men  perisbid 
in  this  espedieiofi.  The  kiught  de  Mddofiat  preMff>* 
«d  thethreegaltieB  which  heeomma&ded,  by^«k9bA^ 
inloting  them  ihfoi^h  the  AeJkm^  and'  sn^d  Wnfc| 


thU  b«B  tbi  fOBfity  after  tbq  Vattk.  was  in«tKkv«bly 

.  d«eida4  ag^iioat  hii9- 
.    It  was  about  this  time  that  Cosmo  dft  Medicis^ 
Gnsdrduke  ei  TuseaBy,^  axudoua  to  create  a  powac^i 
inl  maritiip^  focce  in  bis  dominions»  instituted  a  oa* 

'  jni  eoqps^  qd  the  offioers  o£  which  he  canfeired  the 
ho9fim  oChojghthpody  inid^  the  palace  of  3udI 
glqphea*  He  at  the  sane  time  assigned  then  the 
msiny  &wnded  city  of  Cosmopc^  in  the  island  of 

,  JSJbB^  m  e  lesidence**  The  commandbrs  of  this  new 
Ovdw  weve  iostruoted  to  avail  themselves  of  eveiy 
Qiqpoidiiqsty  of  eq-<^pe»tioQ  with  the  Maltese  sqoBi* 
m>XK»  wheoever  they  met  it  at  sea ;  &r  the  ksighta  of 

,  Smi  John  hud  become  as  &mous  throughout  Ett» 
•lefe  foY  thek  maiitime  skill,  as  they  had  long  been 
£o9  their  warUke  lenown.  Never  befose  had  their 
fisfliea  be^  so  numerous  or  so  efficiently  manned. 
Tbe  pijBate  flag  quailiod  befiore  them  in  evciy  corner 
€tf  the  Mediterranean ;  and  their  annals  aboimd  widi 
defeub  of  ofival  combats  in  which  the  mare  intrq»id 
.eowsgwiders  almost  invariably  bore  away  the  pabn  of 
laetory  firom  ^  Moslema..    Foremost  amoi3g  these 

.  ,<raBa»*wainfir$„  ibi^hil  the  commander  de  Bome£a% 
Ql^erwiae  L'Escuie—* the  sama  hoi^  whose,  lile 

.  was  flo  miiaculoqsly  preemnred  in  the  memon^le  storm 
,wU«ik  did  90  much  damage  in,  the  island ;  but  hie 
4ftitiels  were  stained  by  the  bloodthirstkiess  of  his 
jwoL  Ik  V|0iakl>  indeedy  be  a  breach  of  histonoel 
^candour  n^k  to  sMt*  that  the  warfare  waa  character* 
ized  OQ  both  sides  by  senguinaiy  ferocity.  If  the 
Hmk  and  the  Moor  weie  cruel  and  merciless^  so 
.ma  tihe  ChnstMiB  ]KH%^t»  It  was  a  war  of  recUese 
.bloodahed  and  hiulsl  ^[toUstion-^-ia  series  of  h^al 

^  -ogto^gee  whioh  hRa»^%  dfaoFo^ 
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.  A  general  conncil  o^  the  Catholic  Church  was  hdi 
at  Trent  about  this  time,  chiefly  With  a  view  to  con* 
•cert  measures  for  checking  the  progress  of  the  refonn* 
ed  doctrines,  which  assembly  the  Chevalier  Royas  de 
Portabrange  attended,  as  the  representative  of  the 
Order.     He  exerted  himself  to  procure  the  re8toi»- 
tion  of  such  possessions  and  privileges  aa  had  been 
usurped  by  various  potentates ;  but  the  assembly, 
immersed  in  business  of  greater  moment,  treated  lus 
appeal  with  coldness  and  neglect.     Considering  that 
the  Pope  himself  was  one  of  the  priitees  against 
whom  his  complaints  were  levelled,  it  is  not  smpris* 
ing  that  he  totally  failed  in  his  mission.     Yet,  aft 
this  very  period,  when  not  one  among  the  &diei8 
of  the  church  had  a  word  to  advance  in  &voiir 
of  that  illustrious  brotherhood  which  bad  for  cen- 
turies been  its   chief  bulwark,   the   knights   took 
,  Pignon  de  Velez,  a  strong  fortress  on  the  €oast  of 
Barbary,  which,  two  years  before,  had  snceessiully 
defied  the  forces  of  Spain.     Five  of  the  Maltese 
gallies  employed  in  this  service  soon  after  performed 
a  notable  exploit,  by  cs^turing  a  large  and  richly 
'laden  Turkish  galleon  in  the  mouth  of  the  AdriatiCi 
The  battle  lasted  five  hours,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Christians,  including  five  knights,  £^  ere 
the  Turks  pulled  down  their  flag.      The  knights^ 
Giou  and  Romegas,  commanded  the  Maltese  squa^ 
dron  in  this  %ht,  which  redounded  the  more  to  their 
lionour,  inasmuch  as  the  loss  of  the  galleon,  which  he- 
'  longed  to  the  Kislar-aga,  -  chief  of  the  black  eunuchs 
'  of  the  seraglio,  occasioned  more  dismay  at  Ccmstanti* 
nople,  than  if  the  cross  had  been  planted  in  triun^ 
on  the*  walls  of  some  important  fortress.     Solynia% 
regarding  it  as  on  insult  otfered  to  his  own  bouso* 
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JiolcU^for  some  of  his  female  fiiTourites  had  shares 
•in  the  aigosy— was  grievously  incensed.  Not  only 
did  the  Kislar-aga  and  the  Odddchi  urge  him  to 
vengeance,  but  even  the  Imaun  of  the  grand  mosque 
publicly  invoked  iiim  to  redeem,  with  his  sword,  the 
many  followers  of  the  Prophet  who  pined  in  Chris- 
tian chains.  The  populace  also  lifted  up  its  potent 
voice ;  and  Solyman,  £mned  into  wrath,  swore  solemn- 
ly by  his  beard  to  extirpate  the  Order. 

The  Sultan,  notwithstanding  his  indignation,  did 
not  rush  into  the  contest  without  first  consulting 
liis  counsellois,  as  became  a  wise  and  prudent  pnnce» 
Several  -  of  them  recomoiended,  as  a  preliminary 
jsfeep,  an  expedition  against  the  Christian  settlements 
in  Barbary ;  others,  against  Sicily  and  Itafy ;  but, 
■in  the  Sultan's  own  eyes,  the  subjugation  of  Maka 
alone  found  favour ;  and  he  steadily  adhered  to  that 
project,  as  the  most  likdy  to  spread  the  terror  of  his 
^larne  far  and  wide*  He  accordingly  set  about  equip- 
.ping  a  mighty  armament,  the  command  of  which  he 
intrusted  to  the  Pashas  Mustapha  and  Piali,  with 
4he  understanding  that  the  corsair  Dragut,  whose 
.naval  renown  was  still  untarnished,  should  be  ad- 
onitted  to  a31  their  councils. 

.  The  knights,  warned  of  the  storm  about  to  burst 
:oa  them,  by  the  loud  and  general  note  of  warlike 
pii^Muration  that  sounded  in  the  East,  spared  no 
^exertion  to  place  their  island  in  a  proper  state  pf 
defence.  With  the  exception  of  Spain,  which  fur- 
Jiished  a  small  body  of  troops,  and  the  Pope,  who 
^contributed  ten  thousand  crowns,  none  of  the  great 
.Bnropean  potentates  showed  a  di^osition,  or  in- 
>deed  bad  the  power,  to  render  them  any  essential 
mL  f  ranee  was  rendered  powerless  by  intestine 
^tiife ;  Germany  trembled  for  her  own  frontier  j  and 
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S  nA  TALKTT^ 


England  no  longer  took  nn  u 
between  the  CkscodC  and  the  CiuH.  Bat  tb«  k 
iedge  chat  tlic;  w«ra  leJt  to  cogagc  aingle-luitded  m 
the  bottle,  octfd  only  as  a  ninmltn  lo  the  Tiilamof 
the  kiiights.  Ac  the  Gnndmanet's  sanman%  i*> 
iwral  hnnitreds  of  ihem,  who  were  diBpened  amatig 

-  lh«  distant  conrniaiiderios;,  hastcmed  lo  Mall^  fiiU  oC 

-  noble  ardour,  where,  in  oonjunettun -with  theii  more 
expcriciicvd  caoberes,  thvf  employed  tbenselves  is 
ducipUning  the  nadve  ptTpulation,  and  the  stino)d>- 

■  •  whom  th«  agents  of  the   Order   leried  in  tbc 

ian  Stales.     Such  comnuiidera  a»  were  inca|MKi- 

t  tatwl,  by  iig«  ur  bfinnities,  &oin  rtrpairing  10  (h« 

^  post  of  danger,  renitCtud  to  tho  trcasixry  greUer  not 

I  e{  tiieir  perwmul   Eiuuls.     But  thn  tmbniric  ut  Uie_ 

Ordet  WM  the  Gramtnaater  himiielf.     Equd  s 

toral  Bagscity,  in  courage,  in  military  skill,  . 

hononrabk  ze^  to  the  maxt  illunrioiui  chiels  i| 

ever  [>v«eeawd,  fiifntne  coold  tu 

hK^  devolved  the  supreme  power  01 

«kI  mi^aiiimmis  comnumder  lh«i  John  doll  VJ 

Tainpoml  digiiitiM  hid  beta  shuwersd  thi^  ' 

bin] )  but,  6a  fmm  oUvnating  his  heart  &om 

-  dutiBSofhisprofeseton.theyhitdotilymidcredkJ 


loport  h 
&  tnie  Chrintian  knight.  To  miiJi  a  m 
met  lo  prepue  to  meet  daslh  bravely  oa  hid 
tuationji,  than  to   coultunplate  the  poaaibiHly  O 
fauiner  lie  Inughl  under  bcin^  torn  ilov 
honour  by  the  han<k  of  an  onetny.     He  £ 
e  and  the  some  time,  the  duiiet  of  the  bor 
9  privBi«  soldier,  the  erginow,  the  nttillRi 
I  Ute  c^icain  cif  the  liwt.     The  one  hour 


4Mmoe8;  add,  widi  the  smekaad  tbst  liad;toMi»d 
ibet  pktt  cf  tbe  laciiig  biihfark%;  h»  freqiieady  goep*^ 
«^  by  way  of  esianiplei  the  mattodc  and  the  spade. 
^  A  fcusmdaUe  entmyi'*  said  he,  speakiag  in  iaU 
— amiMy  to  his  knights^  '^  axe  coming  like  a  thsiih* 
tendoud  spoil  us  ^  and  i£  die  banner  of  Ae  Cxcm 
aost  ^lunlio  the  vabdieittry  let  as  lemembei^  that  il 
ai«  s^al that  heanrcn  demaad&finim  us  the  hjw  wUdb 
we  have  sokannly  devoted  to  its  servicer  H«  vko 
dks. in  tUt  cause  diea a  hmy  death;  and,  to  Km* 
4Bt  us  voilkf  to  meet  it,  hi  us  renew-  ak,  the  atov 
those  '^Mnni  "fMnh  oug^t  to  make  us-  not  only  fa•i^» 
len»  bmt  invine&le  m  the  fight*  ** 
^  TW  sokaaon  oeremonial  whiek  followed  thb  acb* 
Aes%  was  wdl  calcufeted.  to  iBC|ttce'  the  knighAs  wJA 
the-  most  ftanrcnt  aeaL  SSirivea  of  their  sinsit  diey 
partack  of  the  emphanst»  and  renQimoed.  aU  tcflsr* 
potal  pixESuit8:and  gBBtificatioiiSy  witil  smk  time  as 
iiuBr  ledemptieii  ehoidd  be  accompHahed*  Frmte 
awmosities  wore  abndoaed— ^he}[  strengthened  each 
eilMor  by  the  uttwaaee  of  aobk  sentimeDta^-^and* 
besdii^  ia  <kfoted  bratkerhood;  bdbre  tho'  wjstr 
bd  of  their  fiutb,  th^  vowed  to  stand  between  il 
lend  ptofimaftioiv  tiB  the  hst  deep  of  their  bkiod  VMS 
wnQQefit* 

A  gOMtat  mnster  of  hie  forosa  showed  La  Vai- 
kttB  that  be  migkt  idly  on  the  sendees  of  se;?^ 
kooidced  kmglitii^  beaidesiaerwg-brafcbers^  andaboHi 
m^  diauaand  five  hnndred  soldSm^  composed  of 
iho  crows  of  the  galUe^  foreign  stipendiasieQ*  mi 
Aemfiitiaof  die  iakndL  Aft  ki^  been  done  by  L'ble 
Adaia  at.thft  siege  tif  Rhodes,  eack  kHigiiage  mae 
iotmited  witkftpaikicderpoelontke  SaHaB^BAsmik 
The  defence  of  ue  Bourg,  a  most  importapfc  fMHif 
^tat^  was  .lodsfi^  m  ikfttflMe  ki^iugeft  oi&^ce, 
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and  part  of  the  language  of  Castile.  The  knightg 
of  Italy,  headed  by  the  Admiral  De  Moute^  occa« 
pied  the  Isle  de  la  Sangle,  and  those  of  Arragon 
the  quarter  and  platform  of  the  Bormola  gate.  The 
languages  of  England  and  Germany,  with  the  rem- 
fiant  of  the  knights  of  Castile,  were  posted  on  the 
Mole,  and  from  thence  as  £ir  as  the  ditch  of  fiirt 
Saint  Angelo,  which  was  garrisoned  by  My  knights 
and  five  hundred  soldiers,  under  Garzeranos,  a  Ca- 
talonian  knight.  Romegas,  with  that  intrepidity  !(»' 
^ich  he  was  distinguished,  undertook^  with  his 
marines,  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  great  port ; 
and  a  battery  of  nine  guns,  commanded,  by  Guiial, 
a  Ca8tiUan,v  was  raised  to  protect  the  harbour  of  the 
gallies,  which  lay  between  the  Bourg  and  the  Isle  die 
la  Sangle.  This  port  was  further:  defended  by  a 
great  iron  chain,  supported  on  casks  and  beams  <if 
timber,  placed  at  regulated  distances,  and  extending 
from  the  -platform  of  Saint  Angelo  to  the  cape  tatt- 
ed the  Spur  of  Saint  MichaeL  The  gainson  of 
fort  Saint  Elmo  was  increased  to  sixty  knights,  com- 
manded by  Desguerras^  Baili£P  of  Negrc^nt ;  and 
to  these  were  added  the  Cavalier  John  de  la.  Cerda, 
uid  a  body  of  Spanish  in&ntry  imder  his  command* 
The  Cite  Notabile  was  intrusted  to  Mesquita,  a 
Portuguese  knight,  and'  the  island  of  Goza  to  the 
Chev^ier  Torreglias,  a  Majorcan  of  tried  valour, 
%ho  only  prized  the  appointment  the  more  for  the 
peril  it  embraced.  In  addition  to  these  arrange* 
ments.  Copier,  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Order^  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  an  ambulatory  corps,  with  in« 
tttructions  to  hover  .perpetually  in  the  vicinity  of 
diose  places  most  calcolated  to  admit  of  a  liostife 
dflsoentr 
t   It  waaon  the  18tb  of  May  1565^  that  the  Mal^ 
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4ese  sentinels  stationed  on  the  cavaliec  of  fort  Saint 
£]mo>  first  descried  the  Turkish  fleet.     It  consisted 
of  One  hundred  and  fi£ty-nine  oared  vessels,  jmd  caZf- 
ried  thirty  thousand  soldiers,  chiefly  janizaries  and 
spahis — ^troopa  who,  on  all  occasions,  formed  the 
e/t^e  of  the  Ottoman  battle.     A  squadron  of  storer 
i^ps  accompanied  this  mighty  armament,  having  on 
board  the  heavy  artillery^  the  horses,  and  the  neoes-" 
fiary  munitions  of  the  army*    In  the  course  of  thd 
night,  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  Grand? 
maister,  three  thousand  Turks  landed  at  Saint  Tho- 
mas*8  creek,  a  roadstead  a  few  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Grand  Port.   On  the  following  night,  the  fleets 
with  lanterns  lighted,  stood  away  for  the  more  re* 
mote  bay  of  Marsa  Sirocco,  where  next  momiug  the 
whole  army  disembarked.     Hostilities  commenced 
onunously  for  the  Order*  A  Portuguese  knight,  who 
had  been  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  was  struck  dead  by 
a  Turkish  ball  fired  from  ambush;  and  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Riviere,  who  gallantly  rushed  forward  to  bear, 
off  his  body,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  was 
taken.     The  Turkish  general  put  the  captive  knight 
to  the  torture,  to  extort  from  him  a  description  of 
the  weakest  points  of  the  fortifications.    La  Riviere, 
affecting  sincerity,  named  the  post  of  Castile ;  but 
no  sooner  did  the  Pasha  behold  its  bulwark  and 
casemated  ravelin  in  a  bird's-eye  view  which  he 
subsequently  obtained  of  the  whole  d^ences  from 
Mount  Calcara,  than  he  knew  that  his  prisoner  had 
dealt  falsely  with  him ;  and,  setting  the  example  to 
his  soldiers,  they  beat  out  the  knight's  brains.   This 
cruel  act,  and  the  outrages  perpetrated  by  the  in* 
vaders  in  every  comer  of  the  island,  were  avenged 
however  in  some  measure  by  the  column  irnder  the 
Grand  Marshal,  which  cut  off  fifteen  hundred  ma- 
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aMidett  who  bid  stCBggM  fam  liidr  tsda,  in' 
aetvice  it  lost  founcoie  Boidiers  and  ofie  loH^tty 
«i  ilhistxiocB  flarentme  named  D'ElboBB*  Hie 
Gmwdniaater,  tiiougfa.he  hekditprodetitto 
aage  diese  skirmishes  at  the  mutBoiy  m  MSb^  to 
Is&nte  the  soldiers  to  the  aspect  4BMi  ahoitte  i>f  Ae 
ODeDsy,  aoon  sow  that  the  nuaBencd  dsqianty  iiussa 
{wodigiotmly  against  him,  as  to  Trader  ihim  isadt 
viaaUe ;  and  the  Marshal  and  his  coifM  vans  idt» 
mateiy  ncalled  within  the  walls. 

Foct  -Saiat  £lsio,  wiiich,  as  has  adeeady  boat 
stated,  occupied  the  extranity  of  the  rocky  peninBidt 
oaQed  Mount  ScebexTas,  was  the  fiist     ~       ~ 
whidi  the  Turks  assailed.     They  argued,  tlna 
Shat  post  carried,  they  would  dbtooB  oomjdete  po»> 
session  of  Port  Musceit,  whieh  would  ofteiwiiids 
serve  as  a  secure  and  oonmtodious  liBren  fbr  their 
€eet.      Pioneers   immediately  jfttampted  to    ami 
launches  to  the  Jandward  of  ^e  fort^  which  was  i)«t 
indiffiBrently  defended  on  that  side-;  but  the  haid- 
aMss  of  the  rock,  and  tlMir  complete  es^snre  to> 
the  oannon  on  the  wafls,  venderod  te  yroAi  iav* 
yactioable.     As  a>  suhstitiite,  1^^  nked  panpels 
a£  iplanks  and  beams,   badced  with  en^  whidi 
was  brougbt  6om  a  distance  ^mth  piodiguniB  la^ 
'Ixmr,  and  woiked  into  clay  auaed  with  n^ies  and 
atraw.  Under  this  eovar  t2ie  ^  works  rapidly  advoneed. 
PiatfonaB  were  raised,  ibiistling  with  oannon;  and, 
tim  the  '24th  of  May,  six  d^s  after  the  airiwd 
<itf  "the  ^t  a  the  offing,  a  batteiy  of  ten  gms, 
'oaoh   jb£   whidi  carried   a  bail    we^hing  c^tir 
-pounds,  two  sixty-pound  xttdverins,  4md  a  ha^isk 
lof  emamoiis  diaooisiofts,  'wlndi  throw  stone-bu^ 
lets  that  wei^ied  one  himdrad  and  shcty  pomids, 
^pened:upoai£oi(Nt.wBaa7^iott0td;  and,  seeug 


iim}iibika  JaowBuittroly  cranUiag  under  ttis  taiAfe 
•diMrari  tiie  Bailiff  of  NegEopaBfc  dospatokod  die  ij^pi^ 
idatd  La  Coda  to  80I1&  a  nriBfiMcement  from  the 
•GModauaibdtf  on  the  assuD^don  that  a  stout  «nd 
coorageoiis.gaRiBon  tkme  coalA  maintaiii  so  ezpo»* 
ed  «  post.  La  Ceida  impfladently  aanouaced  tfa^ 
jeepBiay  of  -the  £»t  in  »resenoe  of  dbe  assembled 
SoiightSy  aad^  widi  a  &int«heartedne88  that  disgusted 
the  Ckandnnatet^  piedicted  its  leduotion  within  a 
ii«dc.  In  order  to  set- a  brave  example,  and  to  pno 
tract  the  ^fenee  by  e?ery  possible  mode,  in  the  hope 
thait  ihb  Viceioy  of  Skily,  at  the  head  of  poweeftd 
fiuoeoiffis,  wouid  uhamately  anive  to  his  zelie^  Iia 
Yaktte  anstantly  <deohaed,  thi^  he  himsdf  would  uo- 
d^rtdbe  the  xxxmnuDd  of  the  Iktle  garrison.  But.  thfr 
kni^ts  Bose  in  a  bo^  and  implored  him  not  to 
abaadwi  the  iiaprwtBnt  duties -attaohed  to  his  statioiv 
to  heoome  tha  defender  of  a  single  post^  ^diile,  at  the 
same  time,  a  nundier<of  the  bravest  ^voluDtarily  o&iv 
^•tor^or^diiliier,  and  da  their  endeavour  to  pre* 
vttwe  it.  Accoidii^y»  a  tetnloreemeBt*  headed  b^ 
iiift.  C^cvahcra  Gonadw  de  Medran  and  La  Mott^ 
tMs  ibootad  across  Shaven  imder  cover  of  ^e>gnafl 
of -Saiktt  Amgdo^  vfutdaftersmrds,  itom  tkate  to>tima, 
indtiridiial  faughts,  stimulaterl  by  more  than  tadkiary 
flsdtfor,  tiattspvKled  •themsehrea  in  skii^  to  the  same 
|p(giilQi«B  destimiLan.  Amoog  these  brave  aien  was 
liaMiraade,  a  Teteran.  knight,  who,  having  .arrived 
inna  Sicily  at  thiacikkad  juncture^  voluntarily  joined 
the  ^garrison  of  Saint  £hno,  and,  by  his  noble  ex*- 
imqdey  ^mii%  supported  its  defenders  m  the  resist 
MM  which  wey^suhseqisei^  made.  A  cannon-baU 
from  the  Castle  of  Saint  Ao^eib  having  shattered,  a 
UtOBfe  m  the  Toddsh  Frenches,  a  fragment  of  which 
«ei«Mly  wsonaded  f  iali  Pasha,  La  Valette.  tpokddh 


-"Vantage  of  the«coiiBtenMlioii  lotd.  which   thec-cgie- 
-my  were  .thrown  by  the  accident)' to  despatch  a  noes- 
'senger-to  the  Viceroy  4)f  Sicily^,  entreating  him*  to 
•hasten  to  his  aid  with  what  suecouiB  he  .could  mas- 
ter.  >  The  Viceroy^  returned  for  answer,,  that  he  would 
*.be  with  him  by  the  middle  of  June^ — ^news  which 
■so  cheered^  the  garrison  of  Saint  Elmo,  that  it  loade 
-a-  gallant  sortie  into  the  Turkish  trenches^-axid  £or  a 
4ime  kept  the  enemy  completely  at  bay.     But  .the 
■OsmanliB,  rallying  bravely,  as  is  their  wont,.re6d- 
•Tered  the  ground  which  they  had  lost,  aad  not  .only 
repulsed  the  Christians,  but,  concealed  by  the  anwke 
•of  the  artillecy,  pursued  them  back  to  the  counter- 
scarp, where  they  effected  a  lodgement  by  means-  of 
Jbeams  and  gabions,  and  erected  a  battery  upon  it. 
■The  garrison  soon,  had  reason  to  deplcM^e  Uiis  or- 
.cumstance ;  for  the  Turkish  harquebusiers^  protected 
;by  their  works^  coolly  shot  down  every  niaa  who 
showed  his  head  above  the  pacapet* 

Matters  were  in  this .  position  when  the  coxsair 
Dragut  arrived  in  the  Ottoaoan  camp^  Tlioi^h  he  by 
.no  means. approved  o£the  :operations  which  had  pre- 
.ceded  his  arrival,  he  laboured  inot  the  less  assiduoos*^ 
iy,  now  that  the  siege  q£  this,  isolated  foiitress  was 
commenced,  to  achieve  its  reduction*  He  might,  be 
.said  to  live  in  the  trenches ;  and  several  ba(|«ies» 
raised  under  his  immediate,  direction,  opened  with 
&tal  precision  on  the  ravelin  and  eavalier*  At  hi^ 
suggestion,  four  culverins  were  also  planted  on  a 
headland  on  the  other  side  of  Port  Musceit,  the  &» 
of  which  flanked  these  defences.  The  pcompntoty 
on  which  this  battery  <  was  erected^  retains  the  naae 
of  Cape  Dmgut  to  this  day. 

OVei^owered  by.  long  watching   and:  inrmpiint 
fittigoe,  the  Chrisdans  relaxed  their  vigihoeeiora 
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rinrt  apace;  and tha Ttskt,  inning  Jhawiiiiii  ruin- 
#i«id  mdefcndedy  suddenly  fllonned  k  at  dtjliiadi^ 
UiA  fot  dOl  lAo  opposed  tmk  ei^taoca  tollie  wwidL 
fton  diCBoe  Ih^  would  hove  fiuag  themsdftt  da* 
^Mlfy  into  tke  fort ;  iMit  llw  panimm^  xontHL  ta  a 
knowledge  of  tlie  danger,  fiflrad]r  ofaotaruded  their 
adwmoe*  Twiee  in  l£e  couxee  of  six  hooiB  did 
^  Tisekish  genend  lirge  has  janteaiiet  to  xcnew  te 
aawdk ;  and  suck  was  tkeii  8tid>bom  bsanrecy^  dia^ 
Imt  Sx  die  shortnees  of  diair  sodbu^leddeia^  tlienr 
effbrta  would  hare  been  attccessfuL  This  boodeia 
abife  «ost  the  T«ks  three  thousand  choaan  soldiiiaL 
Hie  Qzdcr  lost  nearly  « tfabd  of  duit  niaribery  and 
aweaity  kni^ts.  it  is  leeoidedy  aa>  an  instaaee  of 
loiiglwy  mngnmmkyf  that  tha  Cbandier  de  1*  Ga^ 
dampr  being  mortatty  wounded  by  a  HHiBket«biM 
in  t6a  heal  of  the  battle^  wodld  not  penait  any  of  las 
Imajbeg  knights  to  beae  him  from  the  walls,  bsity  witii 
Uayet  remauni^stfeBgd^  envied  laAo  dM  diapel 
oftaefbrt,  and,  laying  MBUsKdofvmbdbretiia  altar, 
ibue  breathed  his  lasL 

The  loss  of  dw  zawlin,.  and  tker  a«iid>ev  oi  the 
woaaded  whom  the  Gnatdamstti  saw  return  to  the 
Buoig^  and  whose  piace  1m  kstantly  sQp[dSed  with 
fieidi.  troops,  gave  fainE  great  uneasfaess;  bat  ktt 
aonow  was  mixed  witb  indigaatiba  at  beholding  the 
6paniaidLaC«rdaagaini^p(ieaffbefiirehBix),  wathna 
hatter  »pology  for  hia  xiereancy  than  a  sl^^  acar. 
Ear  dmrant  was  die  eoiid«efc  of  the  eoaunandeia 
I>Mguenas  and  Broglao,  dw  jointHpver&ovBi  el  the 
finrt  whidL  he  had  aiaahdoned*  'Hioagh  bodi  of 
them  were  wounded,  they  pectinaciottdy  refused  ta 
retire  from  their  post,  (NTeferring,  as  they  nobly  ex* 
faaesedthemaehres,  a  death  of  honour  on  its  batter- 
ed .wdla« 
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.  The  incessant  attacks  of  the  enemy  who  kept  cott* 
atant  'possession  of  the  ravelin,  soon  rendered  Saihl 
£hno  barely  tenable.  Seeing  their  cannon  dismount- 
ed, their  ramparts  in  ruins,  and  the  fort  comjdetely 
commanded  by  the  hostile  batteries,  the  gallant  men» 
•who  still  attempted  to  defend  it,  deputed  the  Che* 
vaUer  Medran,  a  knight  of  tried  valour,  to  represent 
iheir  deplorable  situation  to  La  Valette.  Medran^ 
whose  courage -was  above  suspicion,  declared,  in  full 
-council,  that  longer  resistance  was  impracticable— 
and  that  the  continued  occupation  of  a  post  so  dis* 
mantled  would  only  consume  forces  which  would 
^edily  be  •  required  for  the  maintenance  of  move 
important  positions;  but  still,  he  added,  the  bmre 
soldiers  who  garrisoned  it  were  prepared,  if  the 
Grandmaster  so  willed,  to  make  it  their  tomb.  La 
Valette  frankly  admitted  that  the  fort  could  only  be 
maintained  at  the  most  imminent  peril  to  its  defen- 
ders ;  but  thaty  as  its  abandonment  would  inevitably 
deter  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily  from  sending  the  suooours 
he  had  promised,  and  thereby  facilitate  the  entire 
subjugation  of  the  island^  he  could  not,-  consistently 
with  his  duty,  consent  to  their  recal.  It  was  by 
protracting  the  siege  aione^  that  he  anticipated  ilhi- 
mate  triumph ;  and  he  therefore  called  upon  Med* 
ran  to  represent,'  in  his  name,  to  the  knights  in 
the  fort,  that  it  depended  chiefly  on  their  conduct 
whether  this  great  battle  for  their  freedom  and  exist* 
ence  were  lost  or  won — ^that  by  their  vows  tliey  were 
bound,  at  all  times,  to  hold  death  as  preferable  to  de- 
feats—and that,  rather  thaii  suffer  the  fort,  to  be  evap 
cuated,  he  himself  would  take  his  place  among  ils 
d^cnders,  and  share  their  hie. 

Several  knights,  who  had  grown  gray  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Order,  no  sooner  heard  Medraa  deliver 
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das  Stem  message,  on  his  return  to  Saint  Elmo^ 
than  they  began  to  prepare  for  death ;  but  their  more 
youthful '  cotlfireres,  not  yet  disposed  to  resign  life 
with  similar  submission  to  what  seemed  a  merciless 
decree,  instantly  drew  up,  and  transmitted  to  the 
Grandmaster  a  written  document,  protesting  against 
•the  policy  which  devoted  them  to  certain  death,  and 
threiltening  that,  if  boats  were  not  sent  to  take  them 
away  immediately,  they  would  sally  sword  in  hand 
into  the  trenches,  and  be  cut  to  pieces  there  in  &ir 
fight,  rather  than  remain  to  be  butchered  behind 
their  own  ramparts.  To  this  desperate  threat  La 
Valette  only  answered,  that  if  they  really  valued  the 
renown  which  they  affected  to  prize  so  highly,  they 
would  enhance  it  more  by  yielding  due  obedience  to 
him  as  their  commander,  than  by  giving  way  to  the 
dictates  of  despair ;  as,  without  yielding  such  obe- 
dience, no  member  of  the  Order  could  posi^ly  die 
an  honourable  death. 

That  he  m^ht  not  appear  utterly  to  abandon 
them,  however,  the  Grandmaster  deputed  three  cdm- 
misaoners  to  visit  the  fort,  and  ascertain,  from 
personal'  inspection,  the  exact  state  of  the  defences. 
Two  of  the  commis6ion,ers  admitted  that  the  place 
was  barely  tenable ;  but  at  the  same  time  endeavour- 
ed, by  judiciously  eulogizing  the  valour  with  which 
it  had  been  defended,  to  stimulate  the  garrison  to 
iurther  resistance.  But  the  third,  who  was  named 
Coilstantine  Castriot,  and  who' boasted  of  being  de- 
scended from  Scanderbeg,  the  femous  Epirote  chief, 
declared,  vrith  less  temper  than  became  the  occasion, 
that  the  danger  was  by  no  means  so  greitt,  and  that, 
with  due  exertion,  new  defences  might  be  thrown 
up,  y^iich  would  completely  shield  the  garrison  from 
the  Turkish  guns  on  the  ravelin.     The  scarred  and 
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war-worn  own,  (o  whom  this  lUscounv  vis  dimwL 
heard  it  with  gteu  mdiguatioa  {  «nd  when  he  m* 
ftbout  U>  return  to  the  Bouig  sloog  with  his  ooi- 
leagues,  a  tumultuous  aitetnnt  was  mada  to  detain 
hii^  in  order  that  he  niigiii  share  the  i]aitg«  be  CDt^ 
temnd,  and  jiraclise  the  lessons  of  defeoce  wbich 
be  vras  «o  faiwBnl  to  inculcate.  Castriot  traoiad  his 
rt^ioTt  to  the  GnodmaBter  in  the  same  spirit;  and 
to  show  thst  it  was  fDuniled  on  conviction,  ofltiwl, 

Cvided  he  were  allowed  to  lake  witli  hioi  >  ratt- 
Kment  of  troops,  to  throw  himself  into  ihc  focti 
add  eiibar  nisintain  it,  or  bury  himself  iu  iia  ruififc' 
La  ViJutle  aiTecteil  lo  tticept  of  hia  services;  aud  at 
the  sBme  time,  a  &esh  le*^  of  Maltese  milili*  ^^ 
lantly  volunteered  to  relieve  the  dixlieortcncd  torn 
who  occupied  the  post.  Thus  supported,  the  GrwMli 
man«t  deniatched  a  Dutlli<AtbD  to  the  knt^its  il 
tort,  couched  in  cold  aiitl  statelj'  lanKuagCi  ;' 
ing,  that  ten  times  the  nuinlicr  of  suldiers  i 
for  its  defence  bod  voluntarily  olfersd  to  t 
il :  and  that  he  no  longer  insisted  o 
oonfes^edlji  plunged  in  de«f)air,  continuing  on  « 
oIdus  sod  imponant  a  Kcrvice.  "  Beturu, "  ' ' 
tie  concluded,  "  tu  the  uonvent,  i 
(hot  convey  thus  new  force  to  your  relief  The  ]W 
•erraticm  of  the  inland,  and  of  the  Order*  dnparfi 
(■1  the  nuure  of  the  defence  which  the  nrrisoa  if. 
Fort  Saint  Elmo  iiuk«s ;  tuid  my  niind  will  b  ~*^" 
tqeardiiif;  it,  when  1  know  ttiat  it  ia  in  lbs  h 
wvrinn  on  whose  couritpc  I  cnn  uonGdendj  n 
The  Dwleconteabi  were-  cut  to  the  heart  bf  j 
ituoue  iiooe.  Th(^  fdt  at  once  that  it ' 
iiiruiiiely  mure  reiiolutiiit)  to  evncuue  thr 


the  nrrisoM  if 
dwibc^^H 
in  ibe  haa^^^H 
SdendfiiJI^^H 
heart  bf  i^^H 
«lhal  it  w^ 
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fttHrbnthtetif  than  to  ky  down  thttir  Urm  «b  «  maA 
6tt  iiiA  flittered  ivaUk  They  thtftfive  vaaoBiBOia* 
hr  entnftt^  thdr  oomitta&deiv  to  de8toitdi»  willioat 
ddnyy  a  letter  to  La  Valette^  implonii^  p^tedon  far 
Aieir  meaohitioii,  and  pkdging  tbemsehraa  to  mpim 
hhv  an  inTmciUe  and  ^loiious  renslaace.  Aa  tliey 
had  no  boat  to  carry  tms  meflBage  across  the  ha!teii> 
an  expert  swunmer  wn  intnuted  with  ity  and  )tc^ 
eomphahed  die  passage  m  safiity. 
'  Ia  Vdette,  who  had  fereseen  this  feaetiooy  eon* 
sttited,  after  a  Htde  d^,  to  teoept  dieu*  anb^ 
liisslon;  and  the  taloor  of  CsttttiDty  who  wi» 
probdbiy  from  the  beginnmg  duly  tmored  by  hie 
pdljtie  dtae£,  was  not  put  to  die  test*  No  ^ 
nfts  were  spared  to  stvengdien  and  ^increase  tfae 
means  of  defimce  which  yet  renuttied.  Undar  ths 
Gnutdmaster'a  direetionS)  «  species  of  fii«**woik 
was  prepared,  which  was  afterwards  found  of  infinite 
seivice  in  fepdfing  the  assaahs*  It  eonaisted  of 
fatge  hoops  made  of  light  wood,  which,  after  heii» 
£pped  in  brandy,  were  rubbed  over  with  boiling  oi^ 
afid  then  torered  with  cotton  soaked  in  a  coimNiiii 
tftfe  prepara^on,  two  uimdients  of  whidi  were  gun* 
powder  and  sakpelre.  This  operation  was  repeated 
three  times  at  difibrsnt  inter^Js,  in  order  to  allow 
odi  layer  of  cotton  to  cool  befese  it  was  eoferadhy 
another.  When  the  hour  of  batde  came,  thesehoopa 
were  m  on  fire,  and  thrown,  with  the  aid  of  tonga^ 
ulto  the  midst  of  the  enemf.    Hooned  kito  dustsni 

ar  girdles  of  unquenchable  flame,  m  TmUsh  soU 
era  often  lost  all  discipline ;  a»d,  to  prevent  the 
flesh  from  being  burned  off  their  bones,  itti^  tbsm* 
a^^es  into  the  sea; 

'  Vexed  and  ashamed  at  b^g  so  long  kept  «t  bty 
{yy  *  haodfra  of  deepeiste  men,  the  TuddsB  hfldff 
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at  length  made  a  general  assault  on  the  fartraaft 
At  daybreak  on  the  16th  of  June,  the  Tudcish  gal* 
Hes  commehoed  a  fiarious  cannonade  against  the  sea^ 
ward  rampart ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  land  bet* 
teries  sheered  into  ruin-  the  still  remaining  fortifi- 
cations. This  done,  the.Osmanlis  entered  the  ditdt 
to  the  sound  of  their  poud .  but  barbarous  music ; 
and,  at  the  discharge  of  a  .'signal-gun,  rushed  impe-. 
tuously  to  the  assault,  jcovered  by  four  thousand  har- 
quebusiers  and  cross-bow  men,  who,  from  their  post 
in  the  trenches,  shot  down  every  Christian  soldier 
who  showed  himself  in  the  breach.  Behind  that 
deadly  gap  stood  the  knights  and  their  scant  bat- 
talion, armed  witlf  pikes  and  spontoons,  and  fonh- 
ing,  as  it  were,  a  living  waU.  Between  every  three 
soldiers  stood  a  knight,  the  better  to  sustain  the 
courage  of  those  who  had  nothing  of  chiv^ous  re- 
nown to  uphold  them.  In  vain  chd  the  Turks  dash 
themselves  On  this  impenetrable  phalanx.  When 
swords  and  pikes  were  broken,  the  Christian  sol- 
diers grappled  with  their  antagonists,  and  termi- 
nated the  death-struggle  with  their  daggers.*  The 
burning  hoops  were  of  eminent  service  in  this  com- 
bat ;  and  the  crite  of  the  wretches  whom  they  be- 
girt, added  greatly  to  the  horror  of  the  fight.  It 
was  a  cheering  cucumstance  to  the  defenders  of 
the  fort,  that  the  conflict  was  maintained  under 
the  eyes  of  their  friends  in  the  Bourg,  whom  they 
feared  had  begun  to  doubt  their  bravery.  Amid  the 
thunder  of  the  artillery,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying, ' 
their  ears  were  gladdened  at  intervals  by  encouraging 
shouts  wailed  across  the  haven  from  the  distant 
ramparts  ;  and  the  guns  of  forts  Saint  Angelo  and . 
Saint  Michael  played  incessantly^  and  with  consi- 
derable titecU  on  the  Turldah  line«.    An  attempt ' 
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MkAdx  several  of  the  commanders  of  the  Turkish 
^lies  made  to  storm  one  of  the  seaward  bulwarks 
ii  the  fort,  was  foiled  by  a  single  discharge  £:om 
one  of.  the  batteries  of  Saint  Angelo, .  which  swept 
down  twenty  men.  In  the  heat  of  this  fierce  onset> 
ihe  Turks  tried  to  possess  themselves  of  the  great 
cavalier  which  covered  Fort  Saint  Elmo— «  lofty 
OKOund  of  eaxth,  so  steep  as  to  be  almost  im* 
scaleable ;  but  the  Chevalier  Guigno,  an  Italian 
faught  who  commanded  the  post  on  its  summit, 
fepelled  the  attempt,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  flaming 
boops  ;-^^for  even  the  bravest  of  the  Ottoman  host 
cecoiled  in  consternation  before  these  wheels  of  fire. 
At  die  end  of  six. hours,  the  knights,  covered  with 
'.wounds,  and  blistered  by  the  scorching  rays  of  the 
'6un,  had  the  consolation  to  hear  a  retreat  sounded 
from  the  enemy's  trenches;  and  the  Turks  reluctant- 
ly retired,  .leaving  behind  them  two  thousand  dead. 
The  Christians  raised  a  shout  of  triumph  when  they 
beh^  the  pride  of  the  Turkish  battle  roll  away  in 
disorder  from  their  ruined  walls ;  and  their  brethren 
in  the  Bouig  loudly  echo^  back  the  cheering  cry. 
Seventeen  knights  fell  gloriously  in  the  breach  on 
this- occasion,  and  the  killed  and  wounded  soldiers 
exceeded  three  hundred.  Among  the  slain  were  .the 
Chevaliers  de  Medran,  De  Yagnon,  and  La  Motte. 
De  Medran  had  just  killed  a  Turkish  officer,  and 
possessed  himself,  of  the  standard  which. he  carried^ 
when -he  was  struck  down  lifeless  by  a  musket-ball. 
Tlie*  Commander  de  Moigut  may  also  be  said  to 
have  fidlen  in  the  battle ;  for,  while  passing  from  the 
fiirt.  to  the  Bouig.  to  have  his^  wounds  dressed,  a 
omtion-^ot  from  the  Turkish  batteries  earned  off 
Us  head*  ... 

,    Tbe  loss  which  the  gaixison  had  sustamed  .was 


pron^y  rqmirod  hf  tntk  troop8-£roin  Ae ^^ 

All  01  them  were  voluDteen ;  tor  ^e  GrmndaMMteiv 
regarding  the  service  as  one  of  infinite  peifly  'woiilii 
exercise  no  authority,  ia  the  matler.     The  Tvdnk 
genecBly  satisfiedy  from  theUoody  i^dbe  Jhe  had  met 
withy  that  Saint  Efano  could  never  be  canici^  ivinl* 
teinfionamenta  of  dhivaboiia  and  devoted 
eonld  be  thrown  into  it,  .held  a  council  in- 
Ivendies,  when  it  Was  determkied  to  cot  off  all 
municatiaii  with  the  JBouigy  and  eobject  the-fioii 
to.  a  doae  blockade^  both  by  hmd  and  watec.     Tbm 
coTBair  Dragoty^  and  a  aangiadc  who  acted  as  cUrf 
fli^ineery  were  present  at  this  ccmsnbatioii ;  Bod,  kt 
order  to  settle  sonw  point  relative  to  the  prqadb 
ed  operations^  they  boldly  ^tted  the  sheitnvf 
the  works,  and  repaired  to  the  isfea  gromd  «a 
continue  their  dehbenaiions.    While  thns  cmpbyi*' 
edy  a  cannan4)aU  fiom  the  oasde  of  Saint  An* 
gelo  lolled  the  aongiaok  on  the  spot^  and  shiver* 
ed  a  rode  dose  bende  him;  a  fragment  of  whidt 
strode  Dragot  bdiind  the  r^^  car,  who  iiiatairtfy. 
611  doum  speechlessi  and  balhed  in  hisownhbocL 
Mustapha  Pasha,  afraid  lest  the  army  AeM  ha 
discoQiaged  by  this  disaster,  ordered  a  maatklD 
be  flung  over  the  wmmded  chisf  while  his  ntlTiiflaiia 
w«a  removing  him  to  his  ttnt ;  and  then,  with  thr 
intrepidity  of  a  gray^headed  and  redoubted  cOTnmand*  ' 
«r,  made  a  laoonnoisanoe  from  the  same  spot  on 
wtaeb  hk  friend  had  just  been  woandad.    In  dm  • 
eadt  he  ordered  a  strong  body  of  tro<^  to  oocnn 
a  promontory  at  the  mouth  of  tbeTgrand  port  am* 
ad  the  Gibbet.  Cape,  on  widdi  he- eieeted  a  faattvy  - 
lAidi  compktdy  commanded  the  entrance  to  dbat 
haven.     The  Grandmaster,  aware  that  if  the  enmy 
ooee  efieotfid  a  penaanani  lodgement  tmrthfr  C^p% 


d*  Ate  ^  folt  Saint  £kiid  ^vto  decided,  ixtt^roc^ 
•fd  the  Onnid'  Mafshal  Gt^er  to  make  a  sorde 
lo.inreveiitit;  and  a  vigorous  diarge  made  by  that 
ha^  drove  the  Ottomansr  liack  to  their  cttonip*  But 
das  advantage  proved  of  small  m<Anent.  The  oodp- 
Infeed  headfamd  was  again  oeeupied,  and  that,  too^ 
h^afiMce  which  was iiot  to  be  dislodged  by  any  de>- 
tadiraent  ihef  Giandmaste^  odold  s^  against  il 
Moaaovery  ^  Pad»,  to  rendor  his  league  of  Fott 
Sunt  Elmo  the  nK>r0  eflPectual,  constnibted  a  covei> 
ed  way  itt  roar  of  the  trench  tmder  the  conntefscafp^ 
triiick  he  canried  -down  to  the  sea^beadi  opposite 
the  Gibbet  Ci|>e^  and  filed  with  a  body  of  skilOi 
hagfadbosiare,  whose  &;e>  crbsong  that  of  the  ha^ 
UKf  on  the  fivthor  shere,  rendered  it  impossible  for 
mf  vessel  to  pass  between  the  Bouig  and  tihe  Foit» 
wiudt^wasnow  complet^  invested* 

Hm  dttfendmis  c^  Fort  Saint  Elmo  beingthus  cat 
off  ^frcttn  allauGConr,-  the  Turkic  -Generd,  on  the 
iUst  of  Jme^  marched  all  the  chos^i  battalions  of  his 
an^  into  the^trenchesy  and  once  more  ordered  ^hem 
lo  the  assaolt.  Thrice  did  the  janiHaries  ludi  inta 
the  brea(^9<  and  as  often  were  they  repulsed  with  im» 
BMIisa  slaughter.  Night  seperated  the  c6mbatant8» 
and  the  kn^ts  f^o  survived  these  terrible  conflicts^ 
pasted  it  in  binding  up  eaoh  other's  wounds^  and  list» 
aniiw  to  the  groans  of  the  dyii^.  Even  the  BaSiff 
of  Negrisponty  and  the  kni^t  La  Mirande^  whoaft 
flasifideiioe  is  die  valour  of  due  garrison  had  hitherto 
baan  proof  against  every  reverse,  could-  no  longer ' 
dnydie  immiaeney  of-the  danger;  and  an  expett 
mmnmet  was  despirtched  to  the  Bonig  widi  a  nnst 
inlimatiaii  to  the  Grandmaster,  that,  uhless  he  sue* 
eoued  them  immediatelyi  thabr  destruction  was  tn^ 
nMi^   A  stemsanaa  of  the daliea  incumbent  on 
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•a  professed  knight,  had  rendered  La  Valette  deaf  to 
their  former  representations ;  but,  whea  he  saw.them 
completely  shut  up  in  their  battered  citadel,  and 
fievered  irom  all  Christian  aid,  his  heart  smote  him, 
•and  he  instantly  despatched  five  large  boats,  crowd- 
ed vvith  the  bravest  of  his  knights,-  to  force  a  psfr* 
^sdge  to  their  rescue.  But  so  completely  was  the 
haven  commanded  by  the  Turkish  batteries,  that 
this  flotilla,  after  much  perilous  but  futile  man<soit- 
ring,  was  obliged  to  return  to  port ;  and  the  be- 
sieged beheld  their  last  hope  of  salvation  defeated.  > 

While  there  remained  a  hope  of  escape,  many  of 
the  devoted  men  thus  offered  up  at  the  shrine  of 
necessity,  had  felt  it  difficult  to  practise  the  xes^- 
nation  of  martyrs  ;  but  now,  when  the  day  of  their 
destiny  had  arrived,  they  anticipated,  with  a  stem 
and  tranquil  fortitude,  their  inevitable  doom*  In 
the  course  of  the  following  night,  they  all  took  the 
sacrament  in  the  chapel  of  the  fortress ;  and,  wi& 
fiatemal  tenderness,  bade  each  other  ^reweD.  At 
daybreak,  they  repaired  to  their  several  posts, .  satis- 
fied that,  in  a  few  hours,  the  Turks  would  enter  the 
fort  over  their  lifeless  remains*  Sudi  as  were  in* 
capable  of  supporting  themselves,  in  consequence  of 
their  wounds,  were  carried  in  chairs  to  the  In^ach, 
where  they  preferred  dying  with  weapons  in  their 
hands,  to  being  butchered  by  the  victors .  when  the 
battle  was  over. 

At  sunrise,  on  the  23d  of  June,  the  Turks  qmt^ 
ted  their  trenches  for  a  final  assault.  Ladders  and 
bridges  had  been  planted  at  every  pacticable  point 
during  the  night ;  and  thirty-two  pieces  of  cannon 
Opened  the  battle  with  their  terrible  voice.  The 
forming  bands  Mt  confident  of  victory,  and  fiang 
^lemsdlves  into  the  breach  with. savage  dxcuts.-  Ths 
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Insvery  with  which'  they  were  received  fell  nothing 
short  of  their  own  ardour.     The  humblest  Chris- 
tian soldier  within  the  fort  emulated  the  knights 
themselves  in  this  last  struggle  ;  and,  for  a  time/  the 
destructive  missiles  which  they  hurled  into  the  Turk-* 
i^  battalions  procrastinated  their  advance.     But,  ait 
the  end  of  four  hours,  there  remained  only  sixty 
persons  to  defend  the  breach,  exclusive  of  a  few  sol- 
diers who  had  hitherto  maintained  the  cavalier,  but' 
who  were  now  required  to  join  this  heroic  remnant. 
No  sooner  did  the  Turks  perceive  the  cavalier  aban« 
doned,  than  they  suspended  their  attack  to  take  pos- 
session of  that  post,  from   whence   they  instimtly 
commenced  a  galling  fire  of  musketry,  singling  out, 
with  fatal  precision,  every  knight  who  appeared  to 
animate  the  fight.     The  Bailiff  of  Negropont*  and 
the  veteran  La  Mirande,  were  among  the  first  who 
hH  under  their  deadly  aim  ;  and,  one  after  another, 
the  rest  dropped  dead  beside  thtoi.     At  length,  the 
breach  was  cleared*— but  only  when  the  last  of  the 
Christian  combatants  was  cut  down  by  the  Turkish 
sabres — **  every  man,  **  says  KnoUes,  "  being  slain 
in  valiant  fight.  '*     The  victors  entered  the  fort  with 
shouts  of  triumph ;  aiid  their  fleet,  at  the  same  time,' 
sailed  into  port  IMusceit  with  all:  the  pomp  of  a  naval 
pageant.     The  famous  Dragut  lived  long  enou^  to 
near,  that  victory,  had  at  last  crowned  tJie  Ottoman 
anns.     He  was  speechless  when  the  clangour  of  the 
martial  music,  and  the  thunder  of  the  artiQery,  an- 
nunciatory  of  the  conquest,  reached  his  ears ;  but  he 
had  still  strength  sufficient  left  to  indicate  his  satis- 
fiiction  to  the  messenger  who  informed  him  that  the 
fort  was  won. 

The  defence  of  this  fortress  cost  the  Order  three 
hundred  knights  and  thirteen  hundred  soldiers ;  ahd> 
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if  tha  Mahese  dnooickn  maybe  credited) the  Twks 
mnduised  it  bj  die  stcrifice  of  eight  thouaand  raeii. 
Mustapha  Padia  was  00  astonished  at  the  inaig&i* 
fietBoe  of  its  feitificatioiUy  that  he  exchotned,  in  le* 
Imnde  to  ihe  conquest  of  the  Boni^  '^  What  r»- 
ftstance  may  we  not  lode  fer  from  the  pai«fit)  idien 
it  has  cost  us  the  bravest  of  oar  army  to  humUe  the 
Aaid  I  **  With  the  baibaroiis  polk^  of  his  nation, 
he  ordered  the  breasts  of  die  shiin  knights  to  be 
gashed  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and  their  hearty  tqni 
ODt;  after  ivhid^  the  keersted  and  heedless  bodies, 
slothed  in  dieir  battle-'Vests,  were  tied  to  ptenks  and 
fltOK  into  the  sea,  to  be  drifted  into'the  haiboor. 
Ia  Vaiette,  when  he  behdd  these  dismal  mementos 
c£  the  gsUant  bsnd  which  he  had  sacrificed^  cast  up 
by  the  8m:ge  at  the  base  of  his  nunpdtts^'  conUnot 
leitrain  his  tears :  but  his  grief  soon  gave  pku»  to 
vengeance;  and,  with  a  barbarity  stiU  less  excoa* 
afaie  than  that  of  ^e  Ptasha,  inasmuch  aa  it  ema* 
nated  from  a  Chrisdan  knight,  he  ordered,  by  wi^ 
of  rsnisal,  that  all  the  Turidsh  prisoners  in  the  city 
ahmud  be  massacred.  Tliis"  sanguinary  ediet  was 
aromptly  «tec|ited ;  and  the  Maltisse  artilktymen^ 
ioadiiif  dieir  gnns  with  die  Meeding  heads  of  ikt 
vidims,  filed  diem,  instead  of  balls,  into  the  Turidsh 

tUBCBip* 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Jhe  Bowp  and  hU  de  la  Sangle  rtgtdarly  Invested^Zat* 

douris  the  De8etier'*--JDrf(BnMiM  Prtparatimu — Sitetum  rf 

a  Jlfaf>6ie   Steekad»^ComM  of  Swhrnmn^^Gmmtd 

.  Qmmmad^r^Arriwk  of  BqMant^   Victrvjt  of  Ah^fn^m 

ExpUnta  of  CandeUaaa  at  M«  Stockade  and  ^wr  of 

'    Saint  MiekaeU^Attadk  of  the  Alfferines  on  the  Bomola 

•  €fa!te^^SeroUm  of'  mdkiidmd  Knis^ia^^JhaUi  qf  <ft« 
Kmghte  Hemy  de  fa  Veiime  and  De  Pcimetron    M>eejm 

,'  ntte  Attache  09  JW  SgiuU  Mv^kaei  amd  the  Sat^qm  ^ 

CdstHe^-'Fall  of  the  Sanmach  of  3osnia^.~Jeopardy  ef 

Me  CUy^jReptUseof  the  JSnenw  from  Ihe  Citi  NhtahU^ 

Anhal  of  Sneeoure  from  SicUy-^The  Turhe  dri»en  &nt 

,^  tke  Mtnd^Cdndneion  of  the  Siege, 

1 

FojR  a  Aort  spaoe^  the  tngical  issue  of  thft  sim  of 
foct  Saint  Elmo  spnad  a  sort  ai  panic  throu^bou^ 
Ae  convent;  but  the  efforts  of. the  GnuMiiattln^ 
lAoee  cheering  Toke  wbs  like  the  sound  of  a  tnam» 
pet  to  his  knights,  ^piickly  restored  their  confidanoe 
and  TaIour<  The  whole  of  them  renewed  their  vow 
to  shed  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  od,  the  wall8»  ra^ 
^MT  than  allow  the  enemy  to  efiect  a  lodg^nent  on 
&em;  and  the  common  soldiery  aninuted  bf  a 
eonvii^on  &miliarly  expressed  by  La  Valette,  Umlbt 
though  every  knight  were  slain,  they  would  still  find 
among  themselves  a  chief  capable  of  leading  them  to 
victory,  di^layed  a  searcdy  less  diivalrous  zeal.  To 
-gtaiaSy  that  spirit  of  vengeance  which  the  barbarous 
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conduct  of  the  Turks  had  roused,  and  also  to  de- 
stroy all  hope  of  a  capitulation,  he  decreed  that  no 
prisoners  should  be  taken.  A  Christian  slave,  who 
was  sent  from  the  Turkish  camp  to  propose  a  nego- 
tiation, was  instantly  ordered  to  be  hanged ;  but,  be- 
ing an  abject  creature,  seventy  years  of  age,  was  re- 
prieved, and  allowed,  at  his  own  entreaty,  to  return 
to  bondage.  The  knight  who  conducted  him  be- 
yond the  barriers,  Vrhen  they  arrived  at  the  counter- 
scarp, pointed  significantly  to  the  ditch,  which  was 
very  deep,  and  said,  '^  Tell  the  Pasha  that  this  is 
the  only  place  we  can  surrender.  It  is  specially  re- 
served for  him  ;  and  here'  he  and  all  his  janizaries 
will  find  a  grave. " 

This  bold  conduct  satisfied  the  Turkish  leader, 
that  it  was  idle  to  waste  time  in  courting  negotiarion ; 
and  he  accordingly  invested,  without  farther  delay, 
the  entbe  peninsidas  of  the  Bourg  and  La  Sangle. 
As  the  hardness  of  the  rock  defeated  his  attempts 
to  open  regular  trenches,  he  constructed  breastworks 
of  stone ;  and  his  batteries  being  completed  at  every 
point,  seventy  large,  cannon  began  to  batter  in 
breach.  Before  the  leaguer  was  thoroughly  accom- 
plished, however,  the  chevaliers  Robles  and  De 
Quincy,  at  the  head  of  forty  knights,  and  a  number 
of  secular  volunteers  of  various  nations,  who  had 
landed  on  a  retired  part  of  the  coast,  managed,  under 
eover  of  a  thick  fog,  to  throw  themselves  into  the 
town,  where  they  were  received  with  joyfol  accla- 
.mations  by  all  classes.  La  Sangle,  and  its  principal 
defence.  Fort  Saint  Michael,  were  the  points  against 
.which  the  besiegers  first  directed  their  fire.  Seve-> 
ral  batteries,  planted  on  Mount  Sceberras  and  the 
hUl  of  Corradin,  completely  commanded  these  posts ; 
and  as  they  were  esteemed  the  weakest,  and  there- 
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fcre  the  most  honourable,  th^  diie  of  the  Order  under- 
took their  defence.  The  inner  harbour  alone  remain- 
ed open ;  and  to  shut  up  this  only  channel  by  which 
succours  had  a  chance  of  being  introduced,  the 
Turkish  g^ieral  resolved  to  make  an  attack  by  wit- 
ter on  a  position  called  the  Spur  of  Saint  Michael,- 
which  occupied  the  extremity  of  the  peninsula  of  La 
Sangle.  As  it  was  impossible  for  a  flotilla  to  pass 
under  the  batteries  of  Saint  Angelo,  on  this  perilous 
service,  without  risking  certain  destruction — the 
guns  of  that  fortress  commanding  the  whole  of  the 
outer  port — ^he  determined  to  adopt  the  notable  ex- 
pedient of  transporting  a  number  of  boats  from 
Port  Musceit  into  the  inner  basin,  across  the  isth- 
mus that  joined  Mount  Sceberras  to  the  main- 
land. This  he  purposed  to  accomplish  by  the  la- 
bour of  Christian  slaves,  and  afterwards  to  assail 
the  Spur .  and  Fort  of.  Saint  Michael  simultaneously 
by  land  and  water.  The  desertion  of  a  Greek  offi- 
cer from  his  service,  however,  put  the  knights  in 
timely  possession,  of  his  project,  and  occasioned 
it  to  be  materially  altered.  This  Greek,  who  was 
named  Lascaris,  was  descended  frpm  a  family  whiqh 
had  given  several  Emperors  to  the  East. .  He  had 
been  made  a  slave  in  his  in&ncy,  and  reared  in  the 
Moslem  faith,  but  had  n^ver  forgotten  the  re-: 
nown  of  his  ancestors,  or  become  a  confirmed  re- 
creant to .  the  Cross.  The  Ottomans,  houcuiiiig 
him  for  his  illustrious  descent,  though  the);  had  beg- 
gared his  whole  race,  educated  him  as  a  warrior; 
and,  at  the  time  of  his  desertion,  he  held  a  dis- 
tinguished appointment  among  the  Spahi.  Ambi- 
tion, had  hitherto  rendered  hini  insensible  to  the 
disgrace  of  supporting  the  crescent  in  opposition 
Ux  the  Christian  banner ;  but  the  magnanimous  de- 
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fimee  laacleby  tbegnriaoB  of  Sainl  Fil«(%iiiihnigltf 
of  their  bleeding  bodies  dioking  die  hwiyhm  end 
the  fortitude  with  which  their  fareAcen  m.  the  oliMK 
fertrcwes  also  stood  pnpaied  to  meet  their  doen^i 
rad  up  the  kte»t  nowity  of  his  natme  ;  «Bd» 
the  renegade  character  which  cncuaiataDoai  bed  im* 
posed  on  him,  he  resolved  to  convey  the  ChnstiaBa 
timely  intimation  of  the  pending  attadc^  or  Use  his 
IMe  in  the  attenpt.  Anahng  himsdf  of  an  oppot^ 
tmnty^  of  withdrawiDg  uDobsoriiBd  fiom  hispoaftyhft 
hurried  downto4he  beech  opposite  the  Spar  of  Ssiofc 
Michael^  and  made  •  signal^  by  wesing  his-  tnit—^ 
tktl  he  widbed  to  be  takes  into  the  iahuuL  Sod* 
gnerrey  the  km^tm^  cammanded  at  the  Spinv  per* 
oeiving,  by  1ms  habiHraent«»  that  he  was  an  ofiioei  of 
dtstinctioo,  mstandy  notified  the  circumstance  to  the 
Grandmaster;  bat  in  the  meanwhile^  the  aigaok 
made  by  Laeearis,  having  been  observed  by  seven! 
Turks  at  a  distanesy  a  par^  of  them  ran  down  ta 
the  beaohy  with  an  intent  to  obstruct  his  flig^  ;  sod 
knowing  his  death  to  be  inevitable^,  if  he  woe  aaasbi 
edy  he  instantly  leant  into  ikb  sea.  Thpngh  ania* 
different  swimmiry  ne  was  yet  aUe  to  ke^  hioidf 
buoyant  untU  three  Maltese  divers  wiion»  Ssvogome 
promptly  despatched  to  his  assistance  came  i^  to  hiB» 
andbrou^mmhalf  h^Bless  to  the  shore;^  Onh« 
recovery,  he  disclosed  the  Pasha's  project  to  the 
Grandmaster,  adding^  that  he  had  come  to  peoah,  if 
necessary,  akmg  with  the  Christiaii  knights.  La  Va« 
kite  was  so  filled  with  gietitude  for  thie  impoitnt 
service,  and  ssw  so  mum  to  admire  in  the  fi^itins's 
chaiBoter,  that  he  gKnermulf  pensioned  lunimi 
the  pubfic  treasury ;  and  throog^ont.  the  retk  of  db 
siege,  l^ascaris  made  it  manifeat,  bodi  b^  his  eaadoo 
in  the  tommlt,  and  his  vafouc  in  the  SffA,  that  pmt 


FOROT-SEVKNTH  GRAKBBf  AST£IU  l%6 

c^^'akme  had  swayed  ham  to  desert  the  Ottoman 
%e^iier,  and  that  he  had  nowise  degenerated  €rom 
"Afe  dauntless  character  of  his  race. 

Tlrtis  forewarned,  the  Grandmaster  prepared,  with 
tosS  efitfraetenstic  sagacity,  to  defeat  the  contemplated 
BBSatdt.  The'  seaward  walls  of  La  Sangle  Were'height- 
'ened  hyhis  orders,  and  the  camion  on  them  bronght 
to  command  the  inner  port  at  every  pomt;  while,  at 
iBie  srt^gestion  of  two  Maltese  pflotswho  eiijoyed  his 
confidence,  a  vast  stockade,  extending  from  Monnt 
Comffin  to  the  Sptir,  was  fbftned'  by  driving  huge 
jiiles  into  the  shallow  water,  and  then  fixing  a'  chain  on 
tfee*  top  of  them  by  means  of  iron  rings.  Where  the 
depfth- X)f  the  water,  or  hardness  of  the  submarine 
frocfc^-WTB  sudi  as  to  preclude  l^is  kind  of  defence 
ftomb^ii^  adopted,  ^rong  booms,  formed  of  spars 
and  masts  nafied  together^  were  chained  irom  pile  to 
Jfle.'  So  highly  was*  La  Vafette  pleased  at  the  iih- 
toacticable  aspect  wMch  this  stockade  gradually  as- 
suihed,-  that  he  subsequent^  ordered'  others  to  be 
Constructed  for  Ae  better  protection  of*  the'  sea-t 
1|«rd  posts  which  the^  hftiguage^  of  Eii^hind, '  Ger- 
many, and  Castile  weie  appointed  to  defend.  These 
Wolfe  coifld-only  be  carr&d  on  aft^r  sunset,  in  order 
fibsLt  the-woikmeniihight  be  screened  from  the  fire  of 
t^  Tinkish  batteries ;  yet  so  indd&tigably  did  t3ie 
J^oneers  labour  at  them,  that  they  were  completed  in 
Mie*  course  of  nine  nights ;  and  the  P&iSha  beheld  abar- 
ffefr,  perfeciiy  impassable  to  Ms  boats,  rise  as  if  by 
ftfagic  from  the  bottom  of  the '  sea.  Invincible  per- 
severance, however,  "was  one  of  the'leading  features  of 
Mustaj^a's  character.  At  the  suggestion  of  a  Christian 
i^egadej  a  band  of  expert  swimmers  was  despatch- 
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edy  undsr  the  doud  of  oight^  with  axes  in  tbeii  gbt 
jdleS)  to  open  a  passage  for  the  flotilla  through  the 
booms  and  palisades.  The  noise  which  these  ad^ 
venturers  necessarily  made  in  the  execution  of  this 
perilous  duty,  soon  aknned  the  garrison,  and  the  guns 
pn  the  walls  immediately  commenced  a  fierce  cannon* 
ade*.  Being  too  elevated,  however,  they  threw  thieir 
shot  over  me  heads  of  the  Turks  employed  m  de- 
molishing the  banier;  upon  which  the  Admiral  de 
Monte,  who  held  the  chief  command  in  La  San- 
gle,  resorted  to  the  daring  expedient  of  combating 
these  new  enemies  with  their  own  weapons.  A  party 
of  swimmers  was  promptly  mustered  firom  aniong 
the  Maltese,  who,  stripping  themselves  naked,,  and 
armed  only  with  swords,  pushed  boldly  out  to  the 
stockade,  and,  after  a  brief  but  sanguinary  combat^ 
completely  routed  the  Tmrkish  hatchet-men.  A  sub* 
j^equent  attempt  was  made  by  the  Turks  to  break  the 
booms  and  fliakes,  by  means  of  cables  woriced  by 
ship-capstans  planted,  on  the  opposite  shore ;  but  it 
was  also,  baffled  by  the  intrepidity  of  the  marines, 
who  no  sooner  saw  what  WB&.  intended,  than  thsy 
swam,  out  again  and  cut  the  ropes. 
.    Enraged  at  being  thus  circumvented  in  a  &vourite 

froject,  the  Pasha,  on  the  dth-  of  July,  ordered  all 
is  guns  to  open  simultaneously  on  the  two  towns* 
Accordingly^  the  vast  batteries  on  Mount  Saint  Mar^ 
garet  and  the  Corradin  rock,  commenced  a  furious 
cannonade  against  Fort  Saint  Michael,  and  the  bnl-^ 
warks  of  La  Sangle ;  while  those  on  Mount  Sceber- 
ras  and  Mount  Salvator  played  with  equal  industry 
gn  the  Castle  of  Saint  Angelo  and  the  Boing.  The 
whole  island  trembled  with  the  incessant  roar  of  the- 
artillery,  and  both  towns  were  completely  belted  as  it 
were  with  smoke  and  ^ame*     Coveted  by  this  iraii 
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shower,  the  besiegers  ran  their  trenches  to  the  verge* 
of  the  fosse  of  Fort  Saint  Michael,  and  battered  a: 
small  redoubt  which  obstructed  their  advance  with; 
ao  much  fury,  that  the  knights  who  defended  it  blew> 
k  up,  and  retired  into  the  fort.  The  cannonade  did» 
not  cease  until  considerable  breaches  were  made  in< 
the  advanced  works  both  of  Saint  Michael  and  the? 
Bouig ;  and  the  Pasha  was  only  induced  to  delay 
making  an  attempt  to  storm  the  former,  from  a  desireT 
that  the  Viceroy  of  Algiers,  who  was  daily  expected ' 
to  arrive  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  reinforcement,, 
should  share  in  the  assault. 

So  closely  were  th^  two  towns  blockaded,  that; 
the  communication  between  them  was  for  a  time  en- 
tirely interrupted,  save  by  means  of  boats,  which,  in*^ 
their  transits,  were  exposed  to  great  jeopardy  £rom. 
the  Turkish  shot.     At  the  suggestion  of  John  An- 
thony Bosio,  a  young  knight,  and  brother  to  the  an-* 
nalist  of  the  Order,  whose  work  has  been  frequently; 
quoted,  abridge  of  planks,  supported  on  casks  made 
water-tight,  was  thrown  across  the  lagoon,  and  after-: 
wards  proved  of  great  service  in  &cilitating  the  pas-f 
sage  of  succours  to  the  posts  which  were^  most-  in' 
danger. 

.  TTie  Algerjne  viceroy  entered  the  Tmrkish  camp- 
soon  afterwards,  accompanied  by  two  thousand  five) 
hundred  chosen  soldiers — men  long  trained  to  arms,( 
and  so  formidable  on  the  African  coast,  as  to  be^ 
known  there  by  the  portentous  cognomen  of  the 
Brave  Men  of  Algiers.     Hassan,  their  leader,  was 
little  other  than  a  youth ;  but  he  boasted  of  being: 
the  son  of  the  ftunous  Barbarossa,  and  the  son-in-; 
law  of  the  scarcely  less  £Eunous  Drsgut ;   and  the* 
same  passionate  love  of  sanguinary  renown  which 
had  distinguished  these  chiet&^  stimulated  him  to  the . 
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combat.  When  he  beheld  the  roiiis  of  fiirt  Sonit 
£hno — ^the  post  before  which  his  £uher*in-kw  had 
nceived  his  death-wound— -he  could  not  refrain  £rom 
expressing  his  astonishment  at  its  insignificance;  and 
oontemptuousiy  remarked,  that,  in  less  than  half  the 
time  which  had  been  consumed  befisre  it,  his  Bravos 
would  have  pknted  the  Ottoman  banner  on  the 
wails.  To  show  that  diis  was  no  idle  boast,  he  en* 
tteated  the  Pasha  to  allow  him  to  head  the  contem- 
plated attack  on  Fort  Saint  IVGchael,  which  he 
pledged  himself  to  cany,  sword  in  hand ;  and  Mus- 
tapha,  nowise  averse  that  this  impetuous  ardour 
should  evaporate  in  the  yan  of  the  bottle,  not  only 
consented  that  he  should  command  on  that  occa- 
sion, but  proffered  him  the  support  of  six  thousand 
men. 

The  young  Vioeroy,  being  thus  installed  in  an 
honourable  but  perilous  post,  prqwred  to  attack  the 
peninsula,  both  by  land  and  water  at  the  same  mo- 
ment* The  maritime  part  of  the  enterprise  was  con- 
fided to  Candelissa,  his  lieutenant,  while  he  himsdf 
imdertook  to  storm  the  landward  defences.  Cande- 
lissa was  a  Grieek  renegade,  cdebrated  for  his  skill 
in  naval  tactics,  which  he  had  studied  under  Barfoa- 
lossa,  and  long  habituated  to  war  and.  blood.  Un- 
der his  superintendance,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Pasha's  original  project,  a  number  of  boats  were  drag- 
ged overland  from  Port  Musceit,  and  launched  into 
the  Great  Port,  where  he  manned  them  with  Alge- 
lines  and  Turkish  soldiers  to  the  number  of  four 
thousand  men.  Far  from  advancing  to  the  assault 
with  the  silence  that  prudence  dictated,  this  flotilla 
set  sail  for  the  stockade  to  the  wild  music  of  the 
gong,  the  horn,  and  the  atabal,  and  preceded  by  a 
boat  filled  with  Mohammedan  priests  and  holy  men. 
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whoy  with  the  same  breath,  implored  heaTen  to  grant 
ihem  the  victory,  and  to  hurl  its  thimdeibolts  on 
ihe  Christian  host.  The  prayers  and  imprecations 
of  these  fiuiatics,  however,  were  speedily  interrupted 
by  the  fire  of  the  Maltese  cannon ;  and  the  rowers, 
stretching  vigorously  to  their  oars,  ran  the  whole 
Seet  dose  to  the  stockade.  Apprehensive  that  he 
might  £iil  to  break  through  this  barrier,  CandeHssa 
Jiad  provided  himself  with  a  vast  number  of  planks, 
by  means  of  which  he  anticipated  being  able  to  form 
a  sort  of  bridge  between  it  and  the  shore,  and  so  &» 
4alitate  a  prompt  and  general  disembarkation.  His 
soldiers,  though  galled  by  a  murderous  fire,  both  of 
n3Tmd  shot  and  musketiy,  sprang  bravely  on  the 
4atockade,  and,  with  hammers  and  hatchets,  tried  to 
demolish  it ;  but  finding  that  impracticable,  they 
had  recourse  to  the  planks  which  their  leader  had 
in  reservation.  These  proved  too  short,  however, 
to  reach  fi'om  the  palisades  to  the  shore;  and  a  par- 
tial panic  threatened  for  a  moment  to  defeat  the  en* 
teiprise.  But  the  voice  of  CandeHssa  was  to  his 
fi)lIower$  a  sound  infinitely  more  terrible  than  the 
diunder  c^  the  Christian  battle ;  and,  rallying  in 
obedience  to  its  mandate,  they  forced  a  passage  to 
«a  uncovered  part  of  the  beach,  at  the  extremity  of 
La  Sangle.  This  headland  was  defended  by  a 
battery  of  six  guns,  playing  level  with  the  water, 
and  a  strong  intnaidiment,  within  which  were  post- 
ed  the  Commander  de  Guimeran,  an  aged  knight, 
whose  name  has  more  than  once  been  mentioned 
mAk  honour  in  the  Afiican  wars,  and  a  number  of 
expert  harquebusiers.  Guimeran  allowed  the  Turk- 
ish flotilla  to  advance  close  to  the  shore  heiote  he 
opened  his  guns ; — and,  if  credit  may  be  given  to 
the  annalists  of  the  Ovder^  several  boats  were  saDk^ 
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and  four  hundred  Turks  slain,  by  his  fiiM  voS^ 
Notwithstanding  this  tnrihie  reception,  Candehs^ 
rand  his  Algerines  made  good  their  landing.  T^ 
rcannon,  loaded  to  the  muzzle  with  small  shot,  ponr- 
jcd  another  deadly  discharge  into  the  midst  of  them ; 
but  still  the  stem  voioe  of  Candelissa  shouted, 
'**  Onward  I  **  while,  at  the  same  morolent,  he  per- 
;emptoiily  ordered  the  boats  to  push  back  into  the 
Heep  water.  This  was  a  decisiye  indication  to  his 
soldiers  that  he  had  disembarked,  firmly  resolved  to 
carry  the  post  or  perish ;  and,  rendered  desperate  by 
the  perils  that  beset  them,  they  laid  their  ladders  a* 
gainst  the  intrenchment,  in  the  teeth  of  a  destruc- 
tive fire,  and,  after  a  combat  of  ^ve  hours,  forced  its 
defenders  to  retire,  and  planted  seven  Turidsh  enr 
«igns  on  its  summit. 

The  sight  of  the  Moslem  standard  floating  tri- 
;umphantly  on  this  outwoik,  filled  the  knights  with 
«hame  and  indignation  ;  and  a  fi^sh  body  of  thera, 
headed  by  the  Admiral,   De  Monte,  renewed  the 
battle.     Covered  by  a  volley  of  musketry,  they  clos- 
ed with  the  enemy,  using  their  half-pikes,  swords 
and  daggers,  indiscriminately  in  the  milee.     At  the 
moment  when  victory  seemed  about  to  desert  die 
'Maltese  banner,  the  shout  of  coming  succour  rose 
J&om  behind  them,  and  a  reinforcement  firom  the 
'  Pourg,  headed  by  the  Commander  de  Giou  and  the 
Chevaliers  De  Quincy  and  Ruiz  de  Medina,  advano 
ed  to  the  rescue.     The  arrival  of  this  detachment 
decided  the  conflict.     The  Turkish  pennons  were 
torn  down,  and  their  defenders  driven  headlong  firmn 
the  rampart.     Even  Candelissa  himself  panic-stnidc 
at  last,  turned  his  back  on  the  battle,  and  was  among 
the  first  to  leap  into  a  boat  for  safety — an  aiet  that 
greatly  dishonoured  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  sokUen^* 
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likid- blasted  for  ever  his  previous  renown.  All  the 
Turks  who  failed  to  reach  their  boats  were  sacrificed^ 
Not  even  to  those  who  begged  quarter  in  the  dust  was 
merey  granted.  The  only  answer  vouchsafed  to  such 
petitioners  was,  that  they  should  have  Saint  Elmo'spayt 
and,  in  the  same  moment  that  it  was  uttered,  the  deadly 
blade  cut  them  down.  Many  were  shot  by  the  bar* 
qviebusiers,  while  trying  to  swim  after  their  boats ;  and 
of  the  boats  themselves,  many  were  sunk  by  the  fire  ^ 
the  batteries.  Dead  bodies  and  shattered  limbs  cover* 
^  the  whole  harbour ;  and  of  the  four  thousand  men 
^ho  had  departed  so  proudly  in  the  morning  firom 
the- opposite  shore,  scarcely  five  hundred  survived 
the  fight.  About  one  hundred  knights  and  secular 
gentlemen,  whom  a  generous  zeal  had  brought  to 
Malta,  lost  their  Hves  in  repelling  this  attack.  A* 
tnong  them  was  Frederic  de  Toledo,  son  of  the  Vice* 
Toy  o(  Sicily,  a  young  knight  whom  the  Grandmas* 
tCTf  out  of  consideration  for  his  &ther,  who  was  ex* 
lanemely  fond  of  him,  had  attached  to  his  own  suite. 
<This  youth  no  sooner  heard  that  the  Spur  of  Saint 
Michael  was  on  the  point  of  being  taken,  than,  with 
the  valour  of  a  true  Castilian,  he  hastened  volunta*^ 
rily  to  its  rescue,  and  was  cut  asunder  on  the  ram- 
)>artby  a  cannon-ball.  At  the  same  moment,  A 
splinter  of  his  cuirass,  which  the  ball  had  shattered} 
lulled  the  Chevalier  de  Savogueire;  while  another 
shot  killed  the  Chevalier  de  Sousa,  and  carried  aynf 
the  arm  of  Caspar  de  Pontevez.  The  knights,  De 
Gordes,  Mello,  Cardinez  and  De  Quincy,  though 
all  wounded,  gallantly  refused  to  quit  their  posts,  and 
•only  accepted  of  such  appliances  as  could  be  admi-* 
nistered  on  the  spot. 

The  landward  attack,  headed  by  the   Alg^rin^ 
l^oroy  ia  persoui  was  Aot  more- successful  than  thai 
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of  his  lieutenant.  At  the  sound  of  a  signal-goiiy  hm 
troops  rushed  gallantly  towards  the  breaches  on  the  side 
of  the  Bonnok  gate  and  castle  of  Saint  Michael,  and* 
in  a  short  space,  a  small  corps  of  AlgerineSy  which  led 
the  assault,  displayed  their  ensigns  on  the  parapet  al 
several  points.  A  murderous  discharge,  however^ 
from  the  cannon  of  fort  Saint  Michael,  which  the 
commandant  Robles,  a  brave  and  experienced  sol^ 
dier,  had  loaded  with  musket-cartridges,  and  an  iiH 
oessant  shower  of  small  shot,  poured  into  the  heart 
pf  the  AJgerine  battalion,  by  the  Castihanand  Porto* 
guese  knights,  posted  along  the  flai^  of  the  Boimol^ 
drove  it  backward  again  wuh  £rightful  slaughter.  An* 
other  breach,  defended  by  the  knights  CarlorRufi) 
and  La  Ricca,  was  next  stormed ;  and  in  a  shoit 
time,  these  two  brave  men,  who  exposed  themselves 
with  signal  intrepidity,  were  borne  mortally  wounded 
from  the  platform  on  which  they  fought*  The  Ad? 
mira],  De  Monte,  himself  took  their  place,  sb^ 
aided  by  a  phalanx  of  the  same  wairicxs  who  had 
just  driven  Candelissa  and  his  followers  into  the  soi, 
quickly  changed  the  asoect  of  the  battle.  UnaUe 
to  withstand  their  steaay  and  destructive  fire,  the 
Viceroy  at  lei^gth  sounded  a  retreat,  leavii^  the 
flower  of  his  Algerines  lifeless  at  the  foot  of  the 
lainpart. 

The  Turkish  general  was  neither  surprieed  tux 
Sony  to  see  the  pride  of  his  young  colleague  hum- 
bled by  the  stubborn  valour  of  the  knights ;  but  still 
he  was  too  able  a  commander  to  &il  to  follow  qp 
this  bloody  eflPort  with  a  fresh  attack.  No  soon* 
er  did  the  Viceroy,  after  a  combat  of  five  houis 
duration,  retire  from  the  breach,  than  he  ord^ 
ed  his  janizaries,  the  vnde  of  his  army,  to  posh 
into  the  deadly  gap.    Thovgh  almost  worn  ooi  by 
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tfadr  pievioas  struggle,  and  tlie  intolerable  heat  of 
the  noop-day  sun,  the  Christians  again  stood  to  their 
ami^  and,  after  pouring  in  one  &tal  volley  of  mu&- 
ketry,  closed  sword  in  hand  with  their  adversaries. 
From  that  moment,  the  battle  became  as  it  were  a 
sesies  of  single  combats.  Warrior  grappled  warrior 
in  desperate  strife,  and  separated  only  when  one  or 
hoik  fell  mortally  wounded  to  the  earth.  In  die 
heal  of  the  conflict,  a  brave  Qsmanli,  perceiving  the 
haTO€  made  by  the  sword  of  the  Chevalier  De  Quin- 
cy,  flung  himself  headloi:^  into  the  heart  of  the  Mal- 
tese battalion,  and,  firing  his  harquebuss  close  to  the 
fiice  of  the  knight,  shot  him  through  the  head.  The 
next  moment,  he  was  himself  hewn  down  by  a  Chris- 
tian sabre.  The  knight  De  Gordes  did  not  long 
survive  his  gsllant  ooxnrade.  Having,  at  the  head 
oi  a  strong  detachment  of  the  citizens,  dislodged  the 
assailants  nrom  the  foot  of  the  rampart,  by  means  of 
8t(Hies,  fire-works,  and  boiling  oil,  he  ordered  a  bo-« 
dy  oi  pioneers  instantly  to  fence  the  breach  widi 
wo0l«packs  and  gabions,  and  strengthen  it  on  the 
inner  side  by  a  trench  and  barricade  ;  but  while  oo» 
cupied  in  this  important  service,  his  head  was  car- 
ried oflP  by  a  ball  from  the  Turkish  batteries.  Forty 
other  kn^hts,  and  two  hundred  Christian  soldins, 
perished  in  the  same  conflict* 

Undismayed  by  these  successive  repulses,  the 
Turkiflli  commander  oordered  a  kind  of  bridge  to  be 
conatructed,  by  means  of  which  he  anticipated  his 
troops  woi:dd  be  able  to  enter  the  works  at  a  signal 
advantage.  The  Grandmaster,  who  regarded  this 
contrivance  with  apprehension,  made  two  attempts 
to  bum  it  at  night ;  but  the  sleepless  vigilance  of 
the  enemy  renderad  them  futile.  He  at  length  de- 
ternuiiod  to  make  a  final  attempt  to  destroy  it  by 
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day ;  and  his  nephew,  Heniy  de  La  Valette,  a  ydtttig' 
and  valiant  soldier,  was  intrusted  with  the  perilous 
duty,  principally  to  show  the   knights,  that  their 
chief  was  as  ready  to  expose  the  life  of  his  hro* 
ther*s  son,  as  of  any  other  man  who  fought  un- 
der the  standard  of  the  Order.     The  youth  acc^ted 
the  appointment  with  pride  ;  and  the  Chevalier  de 
Polastron,  his  most  valued  Mend,  with  the  gaUaotiy 
of  a  nohle  and  devoted  heart,  voluntarily  engaged  to 
support  him  in  the  enterprise.     At  the  head  of  a  bo* 
dy  of  picked  men,  and  in  the  teeth  of  a  heavy  fire 
m>m  the  Turks,  who  occupied  the  counterscarp,  the 
two  gallant  youths  sallied  out  in  open  day,  with  the 
intention  of  &8tenmg  a  number  of  strong  ropes  to 
the  principal  posts  and  beams  of  the  bridge,  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  drag  it  by  main  strength  from  its 
position.     The  aim  of  the  Turkish  harquebusiers, 
however,  proved  so  deadly,  that  even  the  bravest  of 
the  Maltese  soldiers,  alter  a  few  ine£Pectual  efforts  to 
attach  the  ropes,  fell  back  under  screen  of  the  forti-' 
fications.     La  Yalette  and  De  Polastron,  intent  on* 
ly  on  setting  a  brave  exan^le  to  their  foUowers,  te» 
mained  almost  unsupported  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge ; 
and,  while  engaged  in  attaching  the  ropes  to  it  with 
their  own  hands,  were  both  killed  on  the  spot  by 
the  Turkish  marksmen.     Seeing  these  two  heroic 
Mends  struck  down  side  by  side  in  their  blood,  the 
Turks,  anxious  to  obtain  the  reward  which  their  com* 
mander  had  offered  for  every  knight's  head  that  should 
be  brought  him,  rushed  forward  in  order  to  deci^- 
tate  them ;  but  the  Christian  soldiers,  filled  with 
shame  at  having  left  them  to  perish,  burst  from  their 
covert  to  prevent  their  mutilation*     A  fierce  struggle 
ensued  on  the  spot  where  the  youths  had  &Uen ; 
s^d,  in  the  end,,  their  followers  hadtbe  laeLmdioly 
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airi»fiu^ion  of  bearing  back  their  lifeless  remains  in-* 
to  the  fortress. 

However  keenly  the  Grandmaster  might  feel  the 
death  of  his  nephew,  he  took  care  that  nothing  in 
his  conduct  should  indicate  that  he  bewailed  hitQ 
more  than  any  other  knight  who  had  fidlen  at  his 
post.  To  such  commanders  as  ventured  to  condole 
with  him  on  his  loss,  he  said,  mildly  but  finnly, 
^  All  the  brotherhood  iire  my  children ;  and  I 
therefore  grieve  equally  as  much  for  Polastron,  as  I 
do  for  La  Valette.  And,  after  all,  where  is  the 
great  reason  we  have  to  lament  them  ?  They  have 
only  sunk  a  few  days  before  us  into  the  grave  I  ** 
Equally  noble  was  his  remark,  when  told  that  the 
Turkish  general  had  determined,  in  case  the  city 
fell  into  his  power,  to  save  the  Grandmaster  from 
-tile  general  slaughter,  and  carry  him  to  Constanti* 
no^e  in  chains.  '^  I  shall  take  care, "  said  the  ve« 
teran  chief,  '^  to  save  myself  firom  such  humiliation ; 
for  if  the  siege,  contrary  to  my  hopes,  terminate  fii^ 
ially  for  the  Order,  rather  than  be  flung  alive  at  the 
Sultan's  feet,  I  will  assume  the  garb  of  a  private  man* 
at-arms,  and  in  that  guise,  and  in  the  thickest  <^ 
the  battle,  meet  a  warrior's  death  !  " 
,  He  followed  up  this  speech  by  repairing  in  person 
to  reconnoitre  the  spot  where  lus  nephew  had  been 
slain.  By  his  orders,  an  embrasure  was  opened  in 
the  wall,  immediately  &cing  the  bridge,  through 
wiuch  a  piece  of  artillery  was  brought  to  play  on  the 
whole  structure.  A  few  discharges  shattered  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  unserviceable ;  and  on 
the  following  night  it  was  set  on  fire,  and  constuned 
to  ashes. 

So  greatly  was  the  Pasha  disconcerted  by  thig 
ei^Biti  that  he  debated  in  full  counciL  the  propriety 
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of  persisting  in  his  attacks  on  Fort  Saint  Micbael, 
under  an  impression  that  he  might  have  better  suc- 
cess were  he  to  assault  the  Botn^.  The  council  re- 
commendedy  that  both  points  should  be  assailed  at 
the  same  time  ;*  and  it  wss  accordingly  decided,  that, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Viceroy  of  A^iers,  he  should 
resume  his  operations  against  the  peninsula  of  La 
Sangle,  while  Piali,  the  admiral  of  the  fleet,  at  the  head 
of  his  marines,  stormed  the  Bourg.  Candelissa  wa5 
instructed,  at  the  same  time,  to  station  himself  at  the 
mouth  of  the  great  port  with  eighty  gallies,  to  intercept 
.  succour  from  abroad.  Pursuant  to  this  arrangement, 
the  Turkiili  batteries  again  opened  on  the  two  towns 
with  redoubled  activity,  and  the  contest  waxed  daily 
more  bloody  and  desperate.  The  Christians,  though 
almost  invariably  victorious,  saw  their  numbers  wast- 
ing away  with  a  rapidity  that  prognosticated  their 
«peedy  extermination.  For  four  successiTe  days 
they  were  engaged  in  incessant  sldimishes  on  the 
waUs  of  La  Sangle ;  and  at  length,  on  the  2d  of 
August,  the  Turkish  horns  sounded  a  scaHade, 
•StimuLited  by  an  assurance  that  the  towns  should  be 
given  up  to  plunder,  the  Turiu  fought  with  extra* 
ordinary  obstinacy ;  but  at  the  end  of  six  hours  their 
aidour  abated,  and  they  retired  from  the  breaches, 
leaving  them  choked  with  their  dead.  Fiye  days 
afterwards,  simultaneous  attacks  were  made  on  Fort 
Saint  Michael  and  the  bastion  of  Castile.  The  as* 
sault  on  the  latter  post,  however,  was  merely  a  feint 
to  distract  the  attention  of  the  garrison,  and  divide 
the  knights.  The  janizaries,  who  led  the  van  d 
the  Turkish  batde,  advanced  to  Fort  Saint  Michael 
with  warlike  shouts.  Though  the  ground  over  vAich 
they  marched  was  strewed  with  their  mutilated  bodies, 
they  gallantly  fought  their  way  to  the  t<^  of  the 
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bieacli^  and  for  four  hours  defied  ail  the  efforts  of 
iiie  kni^ts  to  effect  their  dislodgement.  But  &e 
immuiency  of  the  danger  only  strengthened  that  in- 
domitable bravery  which  burned  so  steadily  in  every 
Ghrisdan  breast.  Not  only  did  the  knights,  and  the 
eitizen-soldiers,  whom  they  had  banded,  deport  them- 
selves as  became  men  stripling  for  every  thii^  that 
mankind  prize,  but  even  the  women  and  childreny 
actuated  by  conjugal  and  filial  love,  hovered  on  the 
skirts  of  the  combat,  and  supplied  iJieir  protectors 
with  refreshments,  or  flung  missiles  and  flreworla 
into  the  Ottoman  ranks.  The  breach  and  castle 
were  completely  enveloped  in  a  mantle  of  smoke  and 
flame ;  and  at  those  times  when  there  was  a  slight 
intermission  in  the  cannonade,  the  clash  of  armour, 
and  the  shouts  of  men  grappling  in  mortal  strife,  was 
wafled  over  1§ie  city  from  the  scene  of  death.  The 
Pasha  himself  advanced  to  the  very  foot  of  the  wall ; 
and  as  his  janizaries  filed  past  him,  cheered  them* 
in  to  the  gap.  With  his  scimitar  he  cut  down 
two  tremblers,  who  showed  a  disposition  to  retreat ; 
and  from  that  moment  every  Osmanli  fought  for 
idctory  or  death.  At  the  end  of  four  hours,  the 
Christians,  reduced  in  number,  and  faint  with  fa- 
tigue, began  to  lose  confidence  in  their  arms,  and  to 
prepare  for  the  worst ;  when  suddenly,  to  their  astd-* 
nishment  and  joy,  they  heard  a  recall  sounded  a- 
long  the  Turkish  line.  This  seasonable  rdief  was 
occasioned  by  a  gallant  diversion  on  the  part  of  the 
commander  Mesquita,  governor  of  the  Cite  Notable, 
who,  observing  from  his  post  the  stQphurous  cloud 
that  enveloped  Fort  Saint  Michael,  hazily  ordered 
a  few  squadrons  of  cavalry  to  mount,  and,  with  a 
foot*soldier  behind  each  trooper,  make  a  dash  at  the 
nearest  point  of  the  Turkish  position.     The  Cheva^ 
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liers  De  Lugni  and  Yerturs,  who  commanded  tUirf 
detachment,  led  it  down  to  the  fountain  of  La  M«r<« 
xa».  where  the  Turks  had  established  an  hospitai^ 
and  with  more  consideration  for  the  precarious  situ-* 
ation  of  their  brethren  than  the  pleadings  of  huma*^ 
nity,  massacred  all  the  sick  and  wounded  it  contain'^ 
ed.  The  fugitives  who  escaped  their  weapons^  car-' 
ried  to  the  Turkish  camp  a  report  that  succours  £Kmi 
Europe  had  arrived,  and  that  they  had  been  SeU 
upon  by  the  van  of  the  Sicilian  army ;  whereupon: 
Mustapha  hastily  abandoned  the  assault  at  the  very 
moment  it  promised  to  prove  triumphant,  and  moved 
the  flower  of  his  army  towards  the  fi^untain  of  Ls 
Marza,  to  cheek  the  advance  of  this  new  foe.  When 
he  ascertained  that  he  had  been  betrayed  into  this 
injudicious  movement  by  a  handhl  of  men  detached 
from  a  place  which  he  had  hitherto  considered  bdow 
his  notice,  his  indignation  knew  no  bounds.  He 
would  have  returned  instantly  to  the  breach,  had  not 
the  harassed  state  of  his  troops,  and  the  approach 
^  night,  conjoined  with  the  entreaties  of  his  prin- 
^pal  officers,  satisfied  him  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  suspending  operations  at  least  till  next  mom-^ 
ing, 

'  Before  the  next  sun  rose,  the  Pasha's  wrath  had- 
evaporated ;  and  a  fortnight,  elapsed  &e  he  adven- 
tured a  £resh  assault.  In  the  interim,  his  pioneers 
van  a  number  of  mines  into  various  parts  of  the  lor* 
tifications.  These,  however,  were  in  most  cases 
skilfully  countermined  by  the  besieged,  who,  like 
the  defenders  of  Rhodes,  frequendy  encountered  the 
^emy  under  ground,  and  either  compelled  him  to 
evacuate  the  ^dleries,  or,  by  premature  explosions, 
made  them  their  common  grave.  In  the  course  of 
Uiese  iterations,  the  Camp-master  Robles,  who  com- 


FORT^-SSVENTR  GRANDMASTER.         213 

uikaded  at  Fort  Saint  Michael^  was  killed  by  a  mus- 
ket-shot, while  inspecting  the  ruins  of  the  wall  dw 
ing  the  night.  *  On  the  18th  of  August,  the  pa« 
tience  of  the  Turkish  leaders  became  totally  ex- 
hausted; and,  at  the  head  of  the  flower  of  theit 
troops,  they  once  more  made  a  simultaneous  attack 
on  the  castle  of  Saint  Michael  and  bastion  of  Cas^ 
tile,  with  the  resolution  of.  continuing  it  day  and 
pight,  by  means  of  fresh  troops,  until  the  towns, 
vere  taken.  This  attack  was  made  at  the  hour  of 
noon,  when  they  expected  to  find  the  knights  re-^ 
posing  indolently  behind  their  intrenchments.  A> 
terrible  cannonade  had  previously  almost  razed  a 
part  of  the  walls  of  Fort  Saint  Michael ;  but  Mus- 
tapha  Pasha,  on  whom  the  perilous  duty  of  attack- 
ing it  again  devolved,  though  he  found  scarcely  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  a  regular  barrier  to  obsteuct 
his  entrance,  expended  the  vigour  of  his  forces  in 
Tain  against  the  impenetrable  rampart  which-  the  be- 
sieged, formed  with  their  bodies.  Piali's  attack  on 
the  bastion  of  Castile  was  equally  bloody  and  dee-: 
perate.  Having,  as  a  preliminary  step,  sprung  a 
mine,  and  thrown  down  a  pannel  of  the  wall,  his 
troops,  shouting  their  battle-cry,  sprang  boldly  into 
the  breach,  and,  for  a  short  time,  drove  all  before 
them.  Brother  William,  a  chaplain  of  the  Order, 
perceiving  several  Turkish  standards  planted  at  the 
base  of  the  parapet,  and  considering  the  town  as 
lost,  hurried  to  where  La  Yalette  was  enjopng  a 
transient  repose,  and,  with  uplifted  hands,  adjured 
him  to  retire  without  delay  into  Fort  Saint  Angelo^ 
as  the  only  place  of  safety.  But  the  Grandmaster,, 
instead  of  adopting  this  well-meant  but  unknightlj 

*  Knollee. 
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advice,  hastily  caught  tip  a  light  morion  and  pike, 
and,  without  waiting  to  brace  on  his  cuirass,  rushed 
to  the  shattered  bastion.  He  was  followed  by  a 
reinforcement  of  knights  and  citizens,  who,  hearing 
him  protest  to  the  commander  Mendoza,  the  a^itain 
of  the  post,  that  he  would  never  quit  it  alive  while 
the  Turkish  banners  waved  in  triumph  over  it, 
charged  desperately  into  the  thickest  of  the  enemy, 
and  tore  down  the  obnoxious  flags.  Thrown  into 
disorder  by  this  onset,  the  Tuiks  recoiled,  and  Men- 
dosa  entreated  the  Grandmaster  to  retire  to  a  place 
of  safety ;  but  the  brave  old  man,  rightly  anticipet- 
mg  a  speedy  renewal  of  the  assault,  reused  to  com- 
pfy ;  adding,  as  he  did  so,  **  Is  it  possible  for  me, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  to  lay  down  my  life  more 
gloriously  than  in  defence  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
in  the  midst  of  my  brethren  and  Mends  ?  "  As  he 
had  foreseen,  the  assault  was  renewed  after  sunset ; 
but  the  assailants,  disheartened  by  their  frequent  re- 
pulses, and  unwilling  to  enooimter  the  grenades  and 
flaming  hoops  which  the  besieged  were  ready  to  hm) 
down  on  them,  did  nothing  move  than  keep  up  an 
irregular  tirallade  from  a  distance,  and  struce  their 
swcMrds  against  their  bucklers,  in  order  to  deceive 
their  chie^  by  imitating  the  clangour  of  battle. 
These  sounds,  however,  did  not  long  impose  on  the 
Pasha ;  but  he  had  the  policy,  as  soon  as  he  became 
aware  of  their  nature,  to  suspend  the  attadc  till  the 
Mowing  morning. 
.  August  the  19th,  the  assault  was  renewed  with 
undiminished  resolution.  To  fecilitate  the  conquest 
of  the  ravelin  of  Fort  Saint  Michael,  the  Turks 
cpnstructed  a  huge  machine  of  a  cylindrical  shi^, 
strongly  hooped  with  iron,  and  chafed  with  gun- 
powder, bullets,  nails,  and  pieces  of  rusty  iron*     A 
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ipurtdi  beimg  introduced  into  it,  it  was  fired^  and 
9ung.  among  the  Christians  who  crowded  the  rave- 
lin* Happ3y  several  knights^  aware  of  the  destruo- 
^OQ  with  which  they  were  threatened^  had  the  self- 
possession  to  lay  hold  of  this  infernal  engine  before 
it  exploded,  and  to  cast  it  back  into  the  midst  of  the 
assailants,  who  were  just  entering  the  breach.  It 
burst  in  the  same  moment  that  it  fell,  scattering 
death  around  it ;  and  the  Christians,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  panic  it  occasioned,  followed  it  up  ;by 
a  saUy  sword  in  hand,  and  once  more  drove  the 
Turks  back  to  their  intrenchinents. 

The  attack  on  the  bastion  of  Castile  was  .more 
successful.  Having  forced  their  way  through,  a 'dead* 
ly  fire,  the  Turks  gained  the  parapet,'*  and  again  their 
Standards  were  planted  in  triumph  within  the  fortifi- 
cations. Warned  by  their  shouts  that  they  had 
achieved  a  partial  advantage,  the  Grandmaster  has- 
tened to  the  post  of  danger  ;  and,  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  pikemen,  charged  into  the  thickest  of  the 
battle.  Death  reigned  on  every  side ;  and,  as  in 
fermer  encounters,  the  pike  and  sword  were  oflen 
thrown  aside,  and  the  single  combats  which  ensued 
decided  with  the  knife  and  the  dagger.  A  consider- 
able number  of  knights  fell,  gallantly  emulating  each 
other  in  the  strife. .  The  commander  of  Bonneseigne 
had  one  of  his  eyes  burned  out,  and  his  fece  firi^t- 
fully  scorched  with  fire,  while  fighting  side  by  side 
with  La  Valette ;  and  at  length  that  veteran  chief 
himself  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  leg  by  ^bat 
fingment  of  a' grenade.  Still  he  r^sed  to  quit:  the 
bastion ;  nor  did  he  retire  from  it  until  the  timely  airi" 
val  of  Cencio  Gasconi,  an  experienced  knight  who  had 
succeeded  to  the  command  at  the  Spur  of  Saint.  Mi- 
chael, together  with  the  Chevaliers  Beigia  Mendoaa» 

YOL.  II.  • 
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Don  John,  and  La  Roelie  P«i«ins  with  «  iHraMMMMr 
Myof  Matetiewlkiay  daodedtheoonftefiit^  imd  «t; 
iiighl£dl»  &»oefL  ihie  mifmj  to  ntiiv  to  their  eampi 

Another  assaull  wm  auide  on  the  SOth ;  liol  ^bm 
Muntvpfa*  eoqpeeted  instantly  to  cany  the  plaoe^  bBK 
ikai  he  cafeuiated  on  oxtemnialaig  the  knigltfa  by 
piecemeal,  as  it  were,  and  ao  redneing  it,  aa  he  had 
done  Fort  Saint  Ehno,  by  the  gnidaal  .anninlatieR 
of  its  defenders.  To  vhiM  his  eoldiere  Irom  ^ 
mndcetiy  of  tho  beneged,  ha  inimited  moriooa 
or  head«»ieee8^  mads  of  ii^^t  wood  Moad  ]^aStt^ 
raoo^  which  reached  ae  low  as  their  shouMera. 
Ei|^  thowand  iafeatry  ware  Rimiahed  with  these 
gnites^e  oaafMS ;  and,  with  ^eir  heads  enoaaad  in 
then,  advamwd  to  tkie  breach  of  Saint  MidML 
But  no  aoonar  did  they  cone  into  action,  tiun  they 
fsnnd  their  wooden  helmets  an  incumbrance  not  to 
ba  bome;  whereiqMin,  oaaiing  them  away,  they 
moved  on  bare-headed  to  the  assralt.  Chedor, 
augiack  or  governor  of  Bosnia^  led  the  storm.  Ha 
was  a  giay*ha»ed  wwrior  of  esbaUiBhed  renown,  and 
hadpled|^himaelfto«afrythepoiaorperiBh.  WWi 
thanrideotone  who  had  retimed  netor  fiom  mam^ 
a  aea  field,  he  oame  to  the  hattleek)thad  in  a  eopere 
mat,  and  deeonated  with  aQ  the  goigeons  tnppkkp 
jnddentai  to  his  9$ek  and  atation.  As  he  advanced 
to  4he  panpat,  ha  ordatvd  his  atandard-befyper  to  keep 
hia  «n>>gn  aonstantfy  dh^layed ;  but  in  a  few  minales 
that  droer,  who  inatmtly  became  a  marked  msn, 
was  killed  by  a  musket-ehot  and  the  banner  dashed 
ham  hia  fKup*  It  was  immediately  rahfted ;  and  80> 
vaiai  TiSKs  in  aneceasioR  were  straek  down  in  the 
saaae  honourable  opacity.  Seeing  his  last  aobalteni 
ahnn,  the  sanfliaek  himself  raised  (he  fiiHen  pennon, 
boMiiy  it  witft  one  hand,  whiie,  wilh  hia  scimitar  hi 


Ae  otkeE»  he  pierced  into  die  dikicefit  of  the  fight. 

His  Tidient  bewing,  hn  maenifieeiit  YeetmenCs,  end, 

above  aily  llie  fiitu  etandara  that  waved  over  hint) 

lefideied  him  to  eonspkmous  that  twentj  modceto 

weve  at  onoe  levelled  at  him  from  the  braaeh,  and  a 

Wkt,  fired  by  the  Chevalier  Peesoa,  one  of  the 

Gmndmaster'a  pages,  teraoiiiBted  his  iife.    -Still  hie 

atmidaid  found  a  suppoiter;  and  the  offioer  ^o,  for 

tbe  iaat  time,  reHifted  it,  so  fiir  enoouraged  his  foiloWei« 

hf  a  biave  example^  that  a  soooession  dim^  eofi^bats 

took  ftact  over  the  saogiack^s  body.    IW  Turks  at 

kmgth  sttooeeded  in  beenng  his  NmainB  back  to  thck 

lines,  together  widi  the  pennon,  about  which  he  had 

been  ao  carefol,  tattered  and  benched  with  blood. 

fta  Ais  struggle  &21  the  commander  La  Cerd»*-^4he 

b^ght  whose  oondnct  wws  eonsideNd  so  repr^ensi* 

Ue  during  the  early  pan  of  the  mge  dF  Foit  Saint 

Eimo.     Unable  to  bear  the  stab  that  had  ftllen  on 

hbTMlatipn,  hehadktterly  sou^  evnry  oppaftuiiity 

e£  e&CMg  it  by  wk  henooMble  dea^ ;  and,  like  a 

Me  htt^ht,  M  shooting  his  weit-cry  on  (he  breadi, 

Thseodi^  ehmsed  befera  die  Pasha  found  it  «d« 

fMsbie  to  MMW  the  attacks.    Bn«  on  die  2Sd,  Foit 

Sont  Midbael  «nd<the  bastion  of  Castile,  were  aeaiii 

assonllsi  with  die  same  fory  diat  had  «haFaclerieed 

die  fonner  etormt.    A  letter,  oontaining  merdy  di^ 

word  ^  Tlimrsdey,  ^  had  previovriy  been  shot  into 

|he«ity  fifom  the  Turkish  Knee,  and,  benefidng  by  die 

hint  it  oonveyed,  La  Valette  stood  pr^ared  for  «  des^ 

penie  struggle  on  the  day  named.  So  persuaded  were 

die  whole  gannon  that  the  crkis  of  their  fote  had  ar- 

BVed,  that  the  wounded  knights  m  hoiqpital,  ISes  their 

brathsen  who  had  penshed  so  braii^ty  in  the  breach 

of  Fort  Saint  Elmo,  were,  in  aecordance  widi  thei# 

Qvm  entoeaties,  allowed  to  v^air  to  the  threatened 
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posts.     But,  though  the  Padia  conducted  this  fresb; 
attack  with  the  skill  of  a  great  commander,  and 
though  his  troops  fought  with  their  usual  obstinacy, 
the  deadly  fire  from  the  iEortifications  rendered  boU& 
alike  unavailing.     At  the  bastion  of  Castile,  how* 
ever,  the  Admiral  Piali,  after  sweeping  the  breach 
for  some  time  with  a  furious  cannonade,  promptly^ 
raised  a  platform  close  to.  the  wall,  and  of  such  an- 
devation  as  completely  to  command  the  parapet, 
which  was  speedily  cleared  of  its  defenders  by  th^ 
fire  of  a  body  of  Turkish  musketeers.     This  new 
work  no  sooner  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Grand- 
master than  he  saw  at  once  how  fiitally  it  might  ob- 
struct his  operations  ;  and  when  the  council  assem- 
bled on  the  following  night,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  distressed  state  of  the  city,  the  apprehenmon 
it  occasioned  materially,  influenced  the  debate.     Hie^ 
majority  of  the  grand  crosses,  after  pointing  out  that 
the  fortifications  were  mined  in  every  quarter,  the 
walls  ruined,  and  the  outworks  taken,  .declared  the. 
town  untenable ;  and  recommended,  that  those  de-, 
fences  which  yet  remained  should  be  blown  up,,  the 
city  abandoned  to  its  fiU^,  and  the  whole  garnsob 
drawn  into   Fort  Saint  Au^elo.     But  La  Valette 
^mly  rejected  this  cotmsel.     He  aigued,  that  nei- 
ther could  the  Castle  of  Saint  Angelo  contain  the 
vast  number  of  people  who  would  in  that  case  be 
entitled  to  claim  shelter  within  it,  nor  could  the  cis- 
tern ynth  which  it  was  provided  furnish  .the.  neces* 
sary  supply  of  water  for  such  a  multitude,  even  fix 
a  tew  days ;  and,  satisfied  by  his  representations  that 
both  La  Sangle  and  the  Bouig  must  be  defended  to 
the  last  extremity,  the  council  entreated  him  at  leasH 
to  retire  in  person  into  the  citadel,  and  cany  with 
him  the  relics  md  archives  of  the-Oider ;  but  te 
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Vmve  old  man  spurned  this  proposal  with  greater  in- 
dignation,  than  he  had  done  the  other.  ^*  Never,  *' 
said  he,  ^  wiU  I  follow  such  advice.  On  the  hatter^ 
ed  walls,  which  you  propose  me  to  abandon,  we 
must  triumph  together,  or  perish  I " 

To  show  that  this  indifference  to  his  personal 
safety  was  unaffected,  and  that  his  resolution  was 
really  immutable,  he  reduced  the  garrison  of  Saint 
Angelo  to  a  few  soldiers,  and  used  every  exertion  to 
accelerate  the  formation  of  retirades  and  intrench- 
raents,  in  rear  of  the  ruined  works.  By  the  advice 
of  the  Commander  de  Claramont,  an  Arragonian 
knight  of  great  capacity,  an  aperture  was  niade  in 
the  wall,  in  the  quietest  manner  •  possible,  .£xim 
whence,  in  the  course  of  the  following  night,  a  body 
of  Spanish  knights  silently  sallied,  and  crept  along 
the  base  of  .the  £:>rtification,  till  they  readied  the 
platform  which  occasioned  so  much  annoyance.  The 
Turkish  guards,  to  whom  Piali  had  confided  it, 
were  ignorant  of  their  danger  until  the  Christians 
made  their  onset,  and,  consequently,  were  so  complete* 
ly  taken  by  surprise  as  to  be  incapable  of  resistance. 
At  the  first  shout  of  the  assailants,  they  fied  towards 
their  lines ;  and  Claramont,  who  headed  the  sortie, 
instead  of  destroying  the  platform,  proceeded  to  re- 
fortify  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  turn  it  into  an  im» 
poctant  defensive  position. 

No  fi^esh  assauk  was  made  till  the  Ist  of  Septem* 
ber,  wh^i  the  janizaries,  stimulated  by  the  hope  of 
plunder,  fought  their  way  through  an  unintermitting 
shower  of  deadly  missiles  to  the  summit  of  thel)reach 
of  Saint  Michael,  and  established  themselves  for  a 
moment  in  several  important  posts.  A  wooden 
barricade  alone  separated  them  firom  the  besieged, 
fBid  their  muskets  were  levelled  across  each  other 
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through  the  mtcfstiecs;  9tSk  the  famtode  of  th# 
kiui^ts  opposed  an  intoperabk  harfier  to  the  ton* 
ngt  of  their  advenaries;  md  again,  aher  a  dreadful 
mmwgty  did  the  Turks  ntke  despaiiingly  from  the 
conflict. 

Meanwhile  thePadi%  perraaded  that  ^  phce 
eonld  be  ledaced  by  hsmoe  akme,  and  startled  el 
the  prospect  of  a  scarcity  ol  pnmsons  in  his  own 
osiB|iy  Blade  a  diyersion  in  Ae  direction  of  the  C«tf 
NotabU^  under  an  impression  that  he  woidd  simr^ 
\f  he  compeHed  to  raise  the  fk%gt^  and  diat  the  etai* 
quest  ^  that  positian  would  palliate  ^  iulore  of 
liie  grand  enteiprisc^  in  tho  estimation  of  his  laocft* 
rsign.  This  expedition,  whaeh  consisted  of  fottf 
yionsand  cboeoi  nen^  w»  led  hy  himself  in  pevsoo. 
It  hsft  Ae  caaop  on  the  last  di^  of  August,  and  (Si 
arrivhig  before  the  Cit^^  wh&di  was  bat  indiflw^iUly 
iiartified,pteparedtooarryithrseahide«  BntMesqid* 
ta  the  goTemor,  who  had  timely  n^tiee  of  the  enem/s 
approadi,  pressed  even  women  and  children  into  his 
ranks,  aisd  nude  sodi  a  gattant  di8{^  of  nraskets^ 
pikes  and  standards,  along  the  ctvtain,  that  the  TVir* 
idah  engineeiB,  who  were  sent  forward  to  aseeftsift 
the  most  pregnable  points,  retnmed  to  their  leader 
with  a  report,  that  ^e  town  was  defended  by  a  gar* 
lison  so  nnmerons  as  to  defy  any  attempt  to  «iter 
it  by  a  coup-de-main.  Intimidatied  by  tins  stale* 
ment,  the  Pasha,  afier  cannonading  the  place  far  a 
short  time,  retreated  in  great  denyondency  tcr  his  ^ 
viar  quarters.  Trembling  lest  tiis  head  shcmld  be 
fltrock  off  on  his  return  to  Constan^ople,  as  an 
atonement  for  Ins  want  of  sucessa,  he  com^sned  hii 
ootmcil,  and  entreated  any  man  n^  hada  new  pio* 
jeet  or  stratagem  to  si^est,  to  make  it  known  to 
nirn.    A  pioposkion  was  made  to  employ  a  woodtii 
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•odi  a»  had  been  often  lucoenfblly  vmd  ia 
«u^ge8  in  former  times ;  and  one  being  conetniotedy  it 
was  poshed  oa  loileis  doie  to  the  breach  o£  Foit 
JSaint  MidiaeL  This  structure  was  divided  into  aa*' 
Toial  stories.  The  highest  story  was  filled  with 
miaketeen^  and  was  so  ingenioaaly  contriyed,  that  no 
aooner  had  its  occimants  disdiamd  a  ToUey,  thsiii 
by  means  of  machmeiyy  it  saw  down  below  the 
level  of  the  parapet,  and  allowed  them  to  reload  in 
aatey.  By  means  of  dus  iaventumy  the  Turiss 
iiveadslaaghter  along  the  whole  wall;  butatkngth, 
at  the  ssiggestion  of  a  Mahese  caipenter  named  Am" 
drew  Caasar,  an  aperture^  of  miffifiant  aiM  to  aervs 

mr  a  WBoe  of  aitiUeiyy  was  mads  in . 
direcuy  opposite  to  where  the  tower 
waa  planted.  A  culveiin  chaiged  with  diain«>sho( 
was  dien  brought  to  bear  on  the  machinery,  which 
raised  and  loweied  the  summit  of  the  tower ;  and  a 
ain^  dischaige  shattered  it  to  pieo^  and  dash* 
ed  the  marksmen  that  were  stationed  upon  it  to 
the  earth.  This  sucoees  infused  a  new  spirit  into 
the  Christians.  Though  their  walls  were  biesch* 
ed  iu  various  places,  and  every  bulwark  honey-ccnb* 
ed  with  mines,  they  no  longer  stood  on  the  deSn^ 
sive,  but  b^an  to  make  samea  with  the  confidanca 
of  men  certain  that  their  resistance  was  ta  have  a 
glorious  termination* 
.  At  this  period,  when  the  battle  was  almost  won 
w*->when  the  Order,  by  its  ovm  indomitable  vidoiir, 
bad  all  but  beaten  the  Osmanli  back  in  diigmee  to 
Us  ships — ^the  long  listened  for  cry  of  rescue  csme 
cheerily  over  the  waters  from  the  Sicilian  shore.  A 
powerml  armament  had  for  some  time  been  assenH 
bled  at  Syracuse,  ready  to  embark  for  the  relief  of 
Malta;  but  the  vacillating  policy  of  Philq>  of  Spauif 
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comoiiied  with  the  natural  indecision  of  his  Viceroyv 
had.deferred  its  departure  firom  day  to  day,  till  the 
Grandmaster,  whose  xemonstranoesy.  throu^  the  me- 
dium of  his  envoy,  had  been  urgent  and  incessant, 
began  to  despair  of  it  ever  putting  to  sea.  Among 
the  forces .  assembled  were  two  hundred  Maltese 
knig^tSy  whom  the  jeopardy  of  their  convent  had 
called  firom  the  remotest  parts  of  Christendom .  to  its 
relief.  These  men,  indignant  at  the  Viceroy's 
irresolution,  wearied  him  with  entreaties  to  embaix; 
and  there  was  scarcely  a  soldier  in  his  army  who  did 
not  ardently  desire  to  hasten  to  the  aid  of  the  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  whose,  efforts  to  defend  themselves 
.had  become  the  theme  of  umveisalsyni^Mithy  and  ad- 
miration* .  Overcome  at  length  by  popular  damour, 
the  Viceroy  repaired  to  Syracuse ;  and,  after  a  gens- 
ral  muster  of  hisforces^  which  amounted,  to  nearly 
e^t. thousand  men,  mostly. veteran  troops,  unAiri- 
ea  sail  amid  salvos  of  artillery,  and  the  shouts  of  his 
whole  army. , 

.  The  fleets  after  being  driven  £ir  wide  of  its  course 
by.  a  tempestuous,  easterly  gale,  r^idezvoused. at  the 
small  island  of  Linosa,  where  the.  Viceroy  found  let* 
ters  from  La  Valette,-  instructiog  him  to  disembadc 
in  the  commodious  and  retired  cre^  of  Melecha ; 
but  now.thatiie  was  so.  near  the.  scene  of  strife.  Ins 
resolution  again  fidled  him ;  and,  instead  of  efiectiog 
a-landtBg  at  the  point' recommended,  he  sailed  lei- 
furely  along  the  Malteset  coast,  and  allowed  his  fleet 
to  be  descried,  by  two  Turkish  cruisers  stationed  off 
Port  Siroc  .  In  the. course  of. the  foUowing  nighty 
the  weather  again  became  so  tenmestuous  as  to  oc^ 
casion  a  secoira  dispersion  of  the  fleet ;  on  which  he 
tmt  his  helm  about  and  stood  back  for  Sicily,  where 
he  rahaded  his  troops  at  PassaL    This  pusiUani- 
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room  proceeding  filkd  the  whole  anny  with  indigna- 
tion.  Instigated  by  the  knights  attached  to  the  ezpe- 
dition,  who  loudly  expressed  their  contempt  and  ais^ 
satis&ction,  the  sdidiers  became  mutinous ;  and,  while 
the  general  officers  were  closeted  with  the  Viceroy  in 
cDimcil,  crowded  round  the  house  in  which  it  was  held, 
and  tumultuously  demanded  to  be  re-embarked.  The 
Viceroy,  .reading  in  the  countenances  of  his  counsel- 
Ion  that  they  sympathized  with  the  ardour  of  the 
malecontentSy  yielded  to  the  clamour  he  had  not  ^ 
nerre  to  contemn.  On  the  6th  of  Septemlwy  the 
fleet  again  unmoored  for  its  original  destination,  and 
the  same  night  andioied  in  the  channel  of  Goxay 
under  the  islets  of  Cumin  and  Cuminot.  Next 
morning  it  ran  into  port  Melecha,  ^ere  the  whole 
army  and  mihtaiy  stores  were  promptly  landed..  The 
Viceroy,  in  accordance  with  his  mstructions  from 
l^iain,  remained  no  longer  with  the  expedition  than 
to  see  the  disembarkation  effected.  Immediately  af- 
terwards, on  pretence  that  his  personal  presence  was 
neeessary  at  Messina  to  hasten  the  depasture  of  a 
strong  reinforcement,  he  sailed  for  that  port,  leaving 
a  leader  of  distinction  named  Ascanio  della  Coma 
in  the  chief  command. 

Thou^  the  discovery  of  the  Sicilian  fleet  by  the 
cruisers  stationed  off  Port  Siroc,  had  given  the  Turks 
tikely  warning  of  the  descent  that  was  impending, 
they  lulled  themselves  into  the  belief  that  nothii^ 
more  would  be  tried  than  to  force  the  entrance  of 
the  Grand  Port,  and  there  decide  the  war  by  a  great 
naval  engagement.  Under  this  impression,  they 
blocked  the  entrance  with  stakes  and  booms,  and 
h^  ^emselves  in  readiness  to  weigh  their  last  an-> 
dior  to  defend  it.  Their  constecnation,  ccmsequen^^ 
.extnme^  when  ihek  aomOa  annoiBiood  that  a 
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Christiaaarmy  had  atitvaJkf  kndedt  and  vaa  in  Mi 
march,  wkh  the  evidenl  intent  of  attadang  the  O^ 
toman  camp.  Rumottr  magnified  the  SiciBan  ttoopi 
into  an  OTerwhehmng  force ;  and,  tvithout  wakmg  to 
atoertain  their  real  atrei^ith,  ^e  Tmkiah  geBcal 
inatantly  drew  his  gatiison  out  of  Fort  Saint  Ehno^ 
abandoned  all  hia  heavy  ordnance,  and  iMKiied  oa 
board  his  fleet  with  discttdeily  precipitation.  SeaBC»- 
ly»  howerer,  had  he  accom{di^ied  this  auddctt  m^Wr 
menty  when  he  obtained  authentic  infonnaticm  aa  to 
the  mmiber  cyf  new  enemies  wbom.he  had  to  eoirtead 
with  ;  and  fiUed  with  shame,  thatsix  thousand  Chm^ 
taaiM  should  have  put  him  to  root  without  firing  a 
mmd^et,  he  aommoned  a  council  of  war,  and,  mlh 
the  ooncuncDce  of  a  small  migoiity  of  its  monbeay 
ismed  orders  &)t  the  ii^ole  army  to  be  rdandad. 
But  in  the  few  hours  that  he  had  been  afloat,  the  h^ 
bour  of  months  had  been  rendered  fntile.  The  Mat 
teae  had  already  leTelled  all  hia  lines  and  intwnwh* 
nenlB,  and  the  standard  of  Saint  John  once  na» 
waared  Tictorious  on  the  cavalier  of  Fort  Saint  £haiu 
The  Turkifih  soldiers,  sick  of  the  war,  woe  dragged 
almost  by  violence  firom  their  dims  to  the  shore* 
About  seven  thousand  were  relanaed  in  the  ctedi 
of  Saint  Paul,  Bheea  hundred  of  whom,  oosnmimd* 
ed  by  the  Viceroy  of  Algiers,  were  left  on  the 
beach  to  seeore  a  safe  le-embaikation,  while  the 
mean  body  under  Mustapha  hims^  advanced  into 
the  interior  of  the  idaad  in  seardi  of  the  Siciliaii 
anocours.  He  found  them  intiendied  on  a  hillf 
flanked  by  narrow  defiles,  and  consequently  diffienil 
of  access*  Delia  Coma,  their  generaliasimo,  was 
diaposed  to  remain  in  this  exceedingly  defenaihle  poti« 
tion;  but  Alvares  da  Sande;,  commandant  of  the  Ne** 
politan  contingent,  the  same  affion  wboee  aeme.jt 
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honovrabfy  mentioiied  m  the  cxpcditioii  to  th« 
taUnd  of  Galves,  eager  to  remove  an  impreaBkni  un* 
fcvotiraUe  to  his  renown  iriiich  hia  comphiisatit  eoo* 
eilrranee  in  the  tardy  pfoceedings  Gi  the  Viceroy  had 
engeodeied^  ganre  hia  adiiee,  that  the  whole  anny 
ahmdd  advteoe  down  the  hill  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Thil  ooimad  ima  supported  by  a  declamtioo  on  the 
p«t  of  the  two  hundred  Mdkeae  knighta  who  had 
aimed  from  Sioily  with  tiie  fleet,  eadi  of  whom  had 
bfMghft  wkh  him  two  or  three  armed  friends  and  sU 
te«dteit8»  fimning  altogether  one  of  die  most  efficient 
bMbaUKHiB  of  the  army,  that  nnlees  same  audi  numn 
ment  weie  made^  they  woidd  try  to  cut  their  way 
smg^  thron|^  the  Tuikiidi  legions^  and  calher  join 
Am  friends  in  the  city  or  pemh.  De  Sande's  pn><* 
poaUon  was  ooBseqmnitly  adopted;  and  in  the  teedi 
of  a  ptolestation  frcmi  Ddua  Comay  the  whole  army 
moved  down  the  hill  in  order  of  battle^  still  headed^ 
however^  by  their  general,  who^thovigh  prudent  ia 
eottncslt  was  not  a  man  to  remain  in  the  rear  when 
the  tw^roard  was  entering  the  battle.  Hm  conflkl 
that  easued  was  abort  and  dseisiTe.  At  the  first  onset 
of^e  Maltese  battalion,  the  Turkish  line  began  to 
waver;  and  a  fiirious  charge  in  flank  by  Vincoit  Vi-* 
teBiy  a  valiant  Italian  cimlain,  at  the  head  of  a  band 
of  Tobmteets^  completed  their  discomfiture.  Desert** 
ed  by  his  so^ers^  the  Paaba  reluctantly  turned  his 
bridle  away  from  the  fiekL  Such  was  his  perplexity 
and  dfifljpaor)  that^  in  his  fi^^  he  twice  dropped  off 
Ushorse,  and  wouldhave  fidkai  into  die  hands  of  the 
Christians,  had  not  several  of  hia  of&oers,  at  great 
psnonal  risk,  promptly  reseated  him  in  his  saddleii 
In  the  heat  of  pursuit,  many  of  the  knights,  finding 
thor  mail  an  intolerable  Jnoambraoee  under  a  bufn« 
ii^flwii  eytthtaoed  their  enuasses,  and,  thus  mke^^ 
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tiessed,  chased  the  ftigitives'  pell-mell  to  the  beadb, 
transfixing  Mnith  their  short  spears,  as  they  nulled 
onward,  every  panting  wretch  who  dropped  do>wn 
exhausted  in  their  path.  Bat  no  sooner  did  the 
fleetest  of  them  touch  the  strand,  than  Hassan  of 
Algiers,  who,  with  his  troops,  lay  in  ambush  amoi^ 
the  rocks,  dashed  headlong  into  the  battle,  and  for  « 
time  nicely  balanced  the  chances  of  victoiy.  Seve> 
ral  knights  were  slain,  and  others  taken  prisonen } 
and  had  not  De  Sande, '  at  the  head  of  a  coofflder- 
able  force,  arrived  in  good  time  at  the  scene  of  ae» 
tion,  and  made  a  decisive  charge,  the  flower  of  the 
Maltese  battalion  wotdd  have  been  sacrificed.  By 
this  timely  succour,  the  captive  knights  were  resciH 
ed,  and  the  Turks  compell^  to  re-embark«  Such 
was  the  ardour  of  the  Christians,  that  they  pursued 
them  '&r  into  the  sear-contemning,  in  their  chi- 
valrous excitement,  alike  the  dashing  of  the  waves 
and  the  terrible  fire  of  musketry  and  round  fllvot 
which  the  Pasha  Piali  opened  on  them  from  his 
shallops  and  gallies.  This  was  the  last  efibrt  of  tiie 
Turkish  leader  to  retrieve  a  long  senis  of  leveises* 
In  the  same  hour  that  the  remnant  of  Ins  once  for- 
midable aimy  re-embaiked,  he  ordered  the  andior  to 
be  weighed  for  Constantinople ;  and  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily  beheld,  horn,  the 
<iastle  <^  Syracuse,  the  whole  of  the  Ottoman  fleet 
standing  away  for  the  Eastern  sea. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  siege,  in  wfaidi  twen- 
ty-five thousand  Turkish  soldiers  perished.  -  On  the 
oHhet  side,  the  loss  mss  also  great,  amounting,  in- 
cluding two  hundred  and  sixty  knights,  to  between 
seven  and  eight  thousand  soldi^s  and  dtisois  ;-^ 
&ct,  so  prooygiously  was  the  gairison  redoeed,  tiiil^' 
at  the  time  the  Tuikt  abandoi^  their  linear  it  waaa^ 
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bosd  imrely  six  hundred  effective  men.  A  nobler 
tesistance  was  never  made  by  a  besieged  fortzess ; 
and  it  had  this  advantage  over  the  scarcely  less  glo- 
rious defence  of  Rhodes,  that  it  was  triumphant. 
*'  .If  a  man  do  well  consider,  "  says  Knolles,  **  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  the  besieged  .passed  through 
in  this  five  months'  siege,  the  manifold  labours  and 
penis  they  endured  in  so  many  and  so  terrible  as^ 
SBsakSf  the  smaU  relief  to  them  sent  in  so  great  dis- 
tress, with  the  desperate  obstinacy  of  so  puissimt  an 
enemy,  he  shall  hardly  find  any  place  these  many 
years  more  mightily  impugned,  or  with  greater  va- 
lour and  resolution  defended. "  It  were  futile  to 
deny,  that  the  energies  of  the  besiegers  were  cramp- 
ed by  the  paltry  jealousies  and  conflicting  counseb 
of  the  Ottoman  leaders ;  but  still,  even  with  this  ad- 
mission, the  indomitable  fortitude  of  the  besieged, 
under  circumstances  the  most  appalling  and  disas- 
trous, confers  on  their  struggle  a  renown  unsurpass- 
ed either  in  ancient  or  in  modem  times.  Had  the 
puissant  Solyman  commanded  his  army  in  person, 
as  he  did  at  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  Malta  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  been  taken ;  but  no  man  who 
forms  a  correct  estimate  of  the  chivalrous  zeal  that 
animated  the  champions  of  the  Cross,  wiU  question 
that  he  would  have  found  it  only  a  mighty  grave. 

The  8th  of  September,  the  anniversary  of  the 
raising  of  the  siege,  continued  to  be  celebrated  as  a 
high  festival,  as  long  as  the  knights  retained  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  island.  On  that  day,  the  church 
of  Saint  John,  in  which  a  chapel  was  assigned  to 
each  language,  and  the  pavement  of  which  was  en- 
tirely composed  of  sepulchral  flags  of  the  finest  mar- 
ble, porphyry,  lapis  lazuli,  and  other  valuable  stones, 
representing,  in  a  most  expensive  kind  of  Mosaic, 
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libs  aims  and  kuignia  of  departed  gnmdmaafasga  and 
eommandeny  *  wasaapeibly^  deconitod;  and  a  kiii|^ 
Ubited  in  a  aok  of  annoiir  anch  aa  waa  worn  dani^ 
tbe  cniaadea,  and  attanded  on  one  aide  by  a  page 
bearing  a  aupeib  aarord  and  poaiasdy  pnaenfeed  to 
La  Valette  by  Philin  of  Spadn,  in  token  of  fan  e»^ 
taaniy  and  on  die  oner  by  die  Giand  Maiwhaly  car- 
ried the  atandard  of  the  Order  to  the  holy  hmt, 
iwheare^  amid  bunta  of  martial  miuicy  and  aaboa  of 
aitilletyy  its  victoriona  &Ada  woe  apread  in  gnJHUi 
huniUatioD  over  the  high  altar* 


FORTT^SSVBNTH  GRAlTBMAfiTER.        229 


CHAPTER  VIL 

JmtrmtedAnamm  ofdke  Ordtt-'^2}&Uk  ofSo^fman — Fotmd* 
9Him  9f  VaUtta^JDeaih  ^  La  Vatette^BatOe  of  Ze- 
jpamiO'  Qrandnuutenhip  tif  1m  CauUre — RevoU  in  tht 
ConoeiA — IHgtnercuiy  if  the  OrdeT'^Prtdaierf  JEntet' 
pngn^^AnojiamM  of  the  SeduUutitid  Fmneiionmrie§-^ 
Mm*  I>mmuli€  TrotiNeB^Marititne  JExfioiU^MxfedU 
tSorn  to  Candm^Tke  I^and  of  Saini  Christopher  pm^ 
ehmatd  h^  Ae  Order— JBxploita  of  Hbc^iniicoKit— 3Vr* 
mmatian  of  lAe  War  im  OeenSa, 

Thr  SieSian  avodliBrieG^  and  the  knights  mHoo  m* 
eompanied  tibem,  were  welcomed  as  deHvereis  bv  the 
Grraadmaster  and  his  brave  associates.  They  toond 
te  veteran  encompassed  by  shattered  walls  and  rain* 
ed  bvlwBiksy  aod  with  a  mere  lemnattl  of  scar-oovsr* 
ed  men  around  him ;  hmt  ^  pride  of  vietoiy  aai* 
mated  every  ghastly  countenance^  and  Ut  up  every 
wearied  and  long-sleepless  qre.  In  die  aoidBl  of 
dieir  exuhaCiony  they  fixgol  not  the  gallant  apirils 
whose  blood  had  dewed  tJieir  impregnable  rampuls ; 
vA^  now  that  the  thunder  of  the  battle  had  rolled 
away,  and  given  them  time  for  lamentaliony  firatemal 
tears  watered  their  graves.  To  peipetuate  the  me* 
moiy  of  a  ddiveianee  so  agnal  and  triumphant,  the 
Bomg  received  the  name  of  the  Victorious  City^ 
(Ckta  Vktoriosa\  which  it  bears  to  this  day. 
Tlie  Princes  of  Christendom  had  looked  on  al* 
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most  with  anns  folded,  while  the  knights,  cooped 
up  in  a  single  stronghold,  were  struggling  for  exist- 
ence with  an  overwhehning  host ;  but  no  sooner  did 
the  rumour  of  their  redemption  spread  &r  and  wide, 
than  Europe  celebrated  it  by  solemn  thanksgivings 
and  festal  fires.  The  name  of  La  Valette  was  hail^ 
as  illustrious  wherever  the  church  of  Rome  had  a 
settlement,  or  the  Order  of  Saint  John  a  manor. 
The  Pope,  boundless  in  his  acknowledgments  of  the 
services  the  Grandmaster  had  rendered  to  Christianity, 
fonnally  proffered  him  a  cardinal's  hat ;  but,  gifted 
with  more  self-denial  than  D*  Aubusson,  the  defender 
of  Rhodes,  who  accepted  a  like  dignity,  La  Valette 
rejected  it  as  incompatible  with  his  official  duties. 
Philip  the  Second  of  Spain  sent  him,  in  token  of 
admiration,  a  magnificent  sword  and  poni^,'  the 
hilts  of  which  were  of  gold,  enriched  with  diamonds, 
and  at  the  same  time  recognised  him  as  one   of  the 

freatest  captains  of  the  age ;  yihile  the  Vicerc^  d 
icily,  on  the  contrary,  was  visited  with  the  Royal 
diG|>leasure,  for  no  other  reason,  it  would  appear, 
than  that  he  had  adhered  too  strictly  to  his  instnic- 
tions.  He  was  removed  fi'om  his  goyemment,  and 
ended  his  days  in  obscurity,  universally  execrated 
and  contemned. 

.  The  flattering  assurances  conveyed  to  the  Grand- 
master by  these  complimentary  embassies,  were  qua- 
lified, however,  by  rumours  firom  the  East,  of 
a, new  descent  on  the  island  being  in  contempla- 
tion at  Constantinople.  Solyman,  though  exceed- 
ingly wroth  with  his  generals  at  the  manner  In 
wmch  they  had  been  repulsed,  had  still  sofScient 
policy  to  spare  their  heads,  in  order  to  conceal  firom 
his  people  the  reverse  his  anns  had  sustained ;  nay, 
Jieeven  stooped  to  propagate  .  .ttemeut.  that  the 
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•nriand  had  been  redueedy  and  the  forts  destroyed ; 
•but  he  pledged  himself  privately  to  his  council,  that 
Aext  spring  he  would  repair  to  Malta  in  person^  and 
at  once  raze  its  fortifications,  and  depopulate  it. 
Xa  Valette  knew  too  well,  that  if  this  threatened 
jBxpedition  took  place,  the  extinction  of  the  Order 
would  be  the  result ;  for,  with  a  half  empty  convent, 
a  beggared  treasury,  a  ruined  and  defenceless  town, 
and  a  ravaged  island,  where  could  he  look  for  means 
to  repel  a  j&esh  inroad  ?  In  thiis  critical  situation, 
those  old  commanders  whom  he  admitted  to  his  con- 
^dence,  recommended  the  entire  abandonment  of 
the  island,  as  a  place  totally  incapable  of  further  re* 
sistance ;  and  called  upon  hun  to  retire,  at  the  head 
pf  his  knights,  to  Sicily,  or  some  other  Christian 
country.  But  La  Valette,  remembering  the  cniel  perse* 
cutions  which  had  overtaken  the  Templars  when  they 
abandoned  the  shores  of  Palestine  for  their  European 
preoeptories,  and  elated,  it  n^ay  have  been,  by  the 
proud  association  of  the  Citta  ViUorios'a  with  his 
.own.  feme,  stead&stly  refused  to  entertain  such  coun- 
sel. In  preference,  he  had  recoiu^  to  an  expedient 
ivhich  some  historians  scruple  to  justify,  but  on 
grounds  not  perfectly  evident,  when  the  extreme 
peril  in  which  he  was  placed  is  taken  into  consi* 
deration*  At  his  instigation,  the  arsenal  at  Con* 
stantinople  was  set  on  fire,  by  emissaries  bribed  iat 
the  purpose ;  and  a  vast  number  of  the  gallies  destin* 
•ed  against  Malta  were  destroyed  by  the  conflagration. 
■This  disaster  compelled  Solyman  to  postpone  the 
expedition ;  and,  before  he  could  equip  another  fleet) 
war  called  him  to  his  Hungarian  frontier,  in  which 
campaign  he  died  (1566).  He  was  in  his  seventy* 
jBecond.  year  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had 
been  seated  for^y-ssx  years  on  the  Ottoman  throne 
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not  one  of  which,  say  his  bio^apheiSy  passed  over 
his  head  without  being  rendered  memoraUe  by  some 
glorious  action*— -the  proudest  panegyric  ever  passed 
on  any  sovereign  of  his  line. 

The  death  of  Solyman  left  the  Grandmaster  ki- 
sure  and  tranquillity  to  raise  his  capital  from  its  ruins, 
and  also  to  carry  into  effect  a  project  which  he  had 
long  dierished,  .well  worthy  of  his  enlarged  and 
princely  mind.  This  was  die  extension  of  Fort  Saint 
Elmo,  the  foundation  of  a  new  city  on  the  pen- 
insula of  Mount  Scebenas,  and  the  removal  of  the 
convent  to  that  commanding  position.  To  aocom- 
plish  such  magnificent  works,  however,  laig»  fbnds 
were  requisite,  and  the  treasury  was  drained  al- 
most to  the  last  ducat.  But  the  reputation  of  the 
Order  had  never  stood  higher  in  the  estimation 
of  the  Christian  wcnld;  and  to  that  he  made  a 
prompt  and  well-timed  a^eaL  The  Pope  pledged 
himself  to  contribute  fifteen  thousand  crowns ;  ^e 
King  of  France  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
livres ;  the  King  of  Spain  ninety  thousand  iiwes ; 
and  the  King  of  Portugal  thuty  thousand  cra- 
sadoes.  In  addition,  the  commanders  of  the  Order 
rivalled  each  other  in  the  extent  of  their  voluntary 
contributions,  and,  in  many  cases,  greatly  circumsord)* 
ed  their  private  fortunes.  Thus  encouraged.  La  Va* 
lette  invited  engineers  and  artificers  fixmi  Italy,  and 
the  foundations  of  the  New  City  were  traced  with 
magnificent  ceremonials,  after  a  pkn  drawn  by  him* 
sel^  but  long  ascribed  to  the  captain  Frandaoo  La- 
parellL  The  first  stone  was  laid  on  the  point  of 
Saint  John's  bubwaric,  and  the  Grandmaster  apicad 
the  mortar  on  it  with  his  own  hand*  Under  it  ware 
deposited  a  great  number  of  gold  and  silver  medals, 
on  which  was  represented  i&  new  city,  with  the 
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kgendy  "  Mblita  rbnascbks  ;"  and  on  the  ex- 

efgue>  the  day  and  year  of  the  foundation.  The 
stone  bore  a  L^tin  inscription,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Grandmaster  La  Valette,  taking  into  consideration 
the  perilous  siege  which  had  recently  terminated,  had 
determined  to  build  a  town  on  Mount  Sceberras,  the 
better  to  check  any  future  descents  of  the  barbarians; 
and  bad  founded  it  with  profound  solemnity  on  the 
28th  of  March  1566*  His  arms  (a  Lion,  Or,  in  a 
field  gules)  were  carved  on  the  first  stone,  and  the 
new  city  was  named  by  acclamation  the  City  of  La 
Valette ;  to  which,  in  accordance  with  a  custom  pre- 
valent in  Sicily,  the  epithet  '<  Umilissima  "  was 
Appended^  as  indicative  of  the  humility  of  the  Or^ 
dier. 

This  pageant  over,  the  work  proceeded  with  great 
rapidity,  kni^t  and  burgher  labouring  with  equal 
enthusiasm  to  fudlitate  its  advancement.  The  com* 
jBander  de  la  Fontaine,^  a  kni^t  &med  for  his  skill 
in  fortification,  had  the  chief  superintendence  of  the 
engineer  department ;  and,  for  nearly  two  years,  he 
«nd  the  Grandmaster  spent  almost  the  whole  of 
their  time  amid  the  masons  and  artificers  on  Mount 
Sceberras.  A  scarcity  of  money  occurring,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  commanders^  being  dilaton^  in 
forwar<&ig  their  responsions.  La  vJette  had  re- 
course  to  the  critical  expedient  of  coinuig  brass 
monies  of  various  sizes,  and  issuing  them  at  a  no- 
mindi  value.  These  coins  bore  on  one  side  two 
hands  joined,  and  on  the  other  the  arms  of  La 
Valette,  quartered  with  those  of  the  Order,  and  en- 
circled by  the  legend,  ^'  Non  asy  sed  Fides"  Th(e 
punctuality  with  which  this  depreciated  coin  was 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  whenever  remittances  »- 
.lived  from  Europe,  prevented  the  public  confidence 
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from  being  diminished,  and  enabled  the  Grrandmas^ 
ter  to  reissue  it  again  from  time  to  time  as  he  saw 
occasion,  without  at  all  weakening  his  government. 

The  last  days  of  La  Valette,  Uke  those  of  L'Isle 
Adam,  the  hero  of  Rhodes,  were  disturbed  by  in- 
testine divisions  among  his  knights,  and  unpleasant 
disputes  with  the  Pope  and  other  potentates,  who 
evinced  a  startling  eagerness  to  encroach  on  the  pos* 
aessions  and  privileges  of  the  Order.  Inflated  by 
the  brilliant  defence  which  the  brotheihood  had  made, 
fieveral  young  Spanish  knights  gave  themselves  inp  to 
a  freer  course  of  life  than  was  compatible  with  their 
Vows,  and,  becoming  roisterers,  wits,  and  song* 
makers,  made  even  the  bravest  and  most  venerable 
of  their  brethren,  and  the  noblest  ladies  in  Malta, 
the  objects  of  their  irony  and  slander.  A  prosecu* 
tion  being  instituted  against  these  Hbellers,  they  en* 
tered  the  council-hall  m  a  tumultuous  manner,  dash* 
ed  the  pen  from  the  vice-chi^cellor*s  hand  as  he  was 
recording  their  sentence,  and  then,  hurrying  to  the 
sea«side,  seized  a  scampavia,  and  escaped  to  Sicily. 
For  this  rdbellioas  proceeding,  they  were  formally  de* 
prived  of  the  habit  of  the  Order,  and  emissaries 
'Vresre  despatched  to  apprehend  them  ;  but,  aware  of 
the  stem  character  of  the  Grandmaster,  they  con- 
tinued their  flight  to  their  own  country,  and  effectually 
'eluded  pursuit.  About  the  same  time,  a  Horen- 
tine  named  Bonaccurai,  v^o  had  been  long  settled 
an  Malta,  and  had  manied  a  lady  of  great  beauty,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  those  noble  Rhodian  fiunilies 
"who  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Order,  in  a 
transport  of  jealousy  poniarded  his  wife,  and  eso^d 
to  Italyr  greatly  to  the  Grandmaster  s  vexation,  wh9 
-spared  no  eflbrt  to  bring  him  to  justice. 

Th«  difierenges  with,  the  Pope^  Pius  the  Fiftl^ 
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originated  'from  that  prelate  usuiping  the  Grand* 
master's  patronage  so  &ry  notwithstanding  the  pom- 
pous professions  of  admiration  and  respect  which  he 
had  so  recently  bestowed  on  the  Grandmaster,  as  to 
confer  the  dignity  of  Grand  Prior  of  Rome  on  Caidi- 
nal  Alexandrino,  his  own  nephew,  whom  he  relieved 
at  the  same  time  from  the  responsions  which  had  been 
paid  by  his  piedecessors.  The  ambassador  of  the 
Order  at  the  Comt  of  Rome,  represented  the  injus* 
lice  of  this  proceeding  in  such  forcible  language; 
that  the  Pontiff,  though  confessing  himself  to  blame, 
chose  to  take  offence  at  what  he  considered  the  dis* 
respectful  conduct  of  the  envoy,  and  dismissed  him 
in  disgrace* 

All  these  circumstances  conjoined,  preyed  deeply 
on  the  mind  of  the  Grandmaster ;  and,  to  relievo 
the  melancholy  thoughts  that  oppressed  him,  he 
made  an  excursion  with  his  &lcons,  for  the  purpose 
of  enjoying  his  £Eivourite  amusement  of  hawking,  to 
a  part  of  the  island  bordering  on  the  creek  of  Saint 
Paul*  It  being  the  middle  of  July,  the  weather 
proved  excessively  hot ;  and,  while  engaged  in  the 
noble  sport  in  wluch  he  delighted,  he  was  struck  by 
'a  coup-de-soleily  and,  afUr  an  illness  of  three  week^ 
which  he  bore  with  the  resignation  of  a  martyr,  ter- 
minated his  glorious  life  (21st  August  1568.) 

The  funeral  obsequies  of  this  illustrious  knight 
•were  celebrated  with  great  magnificence.  His  re- 
mains were  first  deposited  in  the  chapel  of  Saint 
Mary  de  Philerme  in  the  Bourg,  but  were  aflerr 
wards,  in  accordance  with  his  dying  wish,  removed 
to  the  church  of  Saint  Mary  of  Victory,  which  he 
4iad  built  in  the  new  city.  The  Admiral's  galley, 
.stripped  of  its  masts  and  cannon,  carried  the  hero's 
'.^ahes.  across  tb.e  port  to  .thejj:  fins^  restmg-plac^. 
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The  two  gallies  which  towed  the  funeral  ba;^  were* 
hung  with  black  cloth,  and  several  Turkish  standards 
trailed  behind  them  in  the  waves.  After  these  came 
two  other  gallies,  which  had  been  the  special  pro» 
perty  of  the  departed  chief,  covered  with  sepidchral 
ornaments,  and  crowded  with  the  principid  digni- 
taries of  the  Order.  In  this  solemn  array  ^e  fmie-* 
ral  procession  quitted  the  harbour,  and,  slowly  coast-^ 
ing  Mount  Sceberras,  entered  Port  Musceit,  where 
the  coffin  was  relanded.  The  household  of  the 
deceased,  clothed  in  deep  mourning,  and  carrying 
each  a  torch,  then  headed  the  train ;  and  the  corpse 
was  borne  by  a  band  of  priests,  chanting  the  ser-* 
vice  of  the  church,  to  the  sepulchre  appointed  to 
receive  it,  while  the  bloody  and  tattered  banners 
that  had  been  torn  from  the  Infidels  were  suspended 
over  the  grave. 

Peter  de  Monte,  Grand  Prior  of  Capua,  whose 
name  is  so  often  mentioned  with  honour  in  the  de* 
fence  of  La  Sangle,  succeeded  to  the  Grandmaster'* 
ship  in  the  stead  of  the  magnanimous  L,A  Yalette. 
On  his  deathbed,  the  latter  had  recommended  An- 
tonio de  Toledo,  Grand  Prior  of  Castile,  as  the 
knight  most  capable  of  supporting  the  dignity  of 
the  O^der ;  but  a  cabal,  in  which  De  Monte,  bow- 
ever,  bad  small  personal  concern,  secured  the  vote 
in  his  favour,  thereby  elevating  a  scarcely  less  worthy 
candidate.  It  was  not  till  three  years  after  the  death 
of  La  Yalette  (1571),  that  the  new  city  was  finish- 
ed, and  made  the  seat  of  governments  In  the  pre- 
ceding year,  several  Maltese  cruisers  having  c^tured 
a  number  of  Turkish  vessels  o£P  the  mouths  of  the 
Nile,  Ucchiali,  a  famous  corsair,  by  way  of  reprisal 
attacked  the  squadron  of  the  Order  at  an  advantage, 
'^th  a  supericw  forceh     Three  Maltese  gallies  w«ie 
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ttkeo^  ^nd  the  Admiral's  galley  was  driven  ashore 
off  the  town  of  Monchiaro  in  Sicily — an  event  which 
was  followed  by  the  death  of  the  Chevalier  Saint 
Clement,  its  commander. 

Before  this  disaster  could  be  repaired,  the  banner 
of  Saint  John  was  again  unfurled  in  war  against  the 
Ottoman,  as  a  party  to  a  powerful  Christian  league* 
The  Emperor  Selim  the  Second  having  invaded  Cy- 
prus, which,  in  common  with  many  of  the  Greek 
islands,  and  a  great  part  of  the  Morea  and  Dalmatia, 
still  acknowledged  the  dominion  of  the  Venetian 
republic,  took  the  cities  of  Nicosia  and  Famagtista 
(1569),  and  prosecuted  the  war  with  so  much  vi- 
gour, that  the  proud  princes  of  the  Adriatic,  trem- 
bling for  their  supremacy  in  the  Levant,  were  com- 
pelled to  implore  assistance  from  the  Pope,  the  King 
of  Spain,  and  several  of  the  minor  Italian  poten- 
tates. After  a  great  deal  of  diplomatic  trifling,  a 
common  circumstance  in  these  times,  when  states- 
men held  hypocrisy  to  be  a  cardinal  virtue,  a  con* 
federation  was  agreed  to;  and  in  the  summer  of 
1571,  a  mighty  Christian  armament  rendezvoused 
At  Messina,  and  sailed  for  the  Moreote  coast.  This 
expedition  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  ten  gallies, 
twenty-eight  large  transport  ships,  and  six  '^  galeasses  " 
-armed  with  heavy  guns,  and  was  commanded  in 
'Chief  by  Don  John  of  Austria,  natural  brother  to 
Philip  the  Second  of  Spain ;  '^  a  man, "  says 
KnoUes,  **  then  about  four-and-twenty  years  old, 
in  whom  wanted  no  honourable  parts,,  his  mother's 
Flemish  only  excepted. "  The  Pope's  gallies  were 
'Commanded  by  Mark  Anthony  Colonna,  the  Vene- 
tian by  John  Venieri,  and  the  Maltese,  which  were 
Goly  iJiree  in  nimiber,  by  the  kniffht  Pietro  Justini- 
«dL     The  flower  of  the  young  chivahy  of  Spain  and 
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Italy  served  under  tbe  flags  of  their  retqpecdive  ocmiH 
tries  as  Tolunteers;  and  the  land  troops  alone  9^ 
mounted  to  twenty  thousand  men,  many  of  vdum 
had  grown  gray  in  camps  and  battles.  The  Otto* 
man  fleet,  against  which  this  vast  armam^it  was  de- 
niatched,  was  commanded  by  Ali  Pasha,  and  eo&« 
Sisted  of  two  hundred  galliesy  and  seventy  fingates 
and  brigantines.  The  Christians  encomiteredit  in  the 
Gulf  of  Corinth  or  Lepanto,  where  it  had  ancfaocv 
ed,  laden  with  the  spoils  of  the  whole  Dalmatian 
coast,  having  recently  ravaged  the  shores  of  the  A- 
driatic  to  within  cannon-aiiot  of  the  very  batteries  of 
.Venice.  Prudence  dictated  to  the  Turkish  com» 
mander  to  keep  within  the  Gulf;  but,  inflated  by 
his  late  achievements,  and  encouraged  by  rash  coun* 
sel,  he  no  sooner  learnt  that  the  Christian  fleet  was 
in  the  offing,  than  he  ordered  his  squadron  to  un« 
moor,  and  aland  into  the  open  sea.  .  Fluked  with 
the  hope  of  victory,  the  Turkish  sallies  were  dashs- 
ing  gallantly  onward  before  a  fiivourable  hreese, 
through  the  channel  of  Lepanto,  whsi  they  descnedy 
off  Cape  Skropha,  and  outside  the  islets  called  the 
JCursolares  (the  ancient  Echinades),  the  Christiao 
lurmament,  formed  in  lilie<-of-battle.  It  was  divided 
into  four  squadrons ;  commanded,  on  the  right,  by 
John  Andrew  Doria ;  on  the  left,  by  the  Venetian  caj^ 
tain  Augustine  Barbarigo ;  and  in  the  centre,  by  Don 
John,  with  Colonna  and  Venieri  for  his  lieutenants. 
The  Maltese  gallies  were  stationed  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  line.  Sixty  ships,  under  the  Marquis  of 
Santa  Cruz,  were  formed  into  a  reserve ;  and  a  squadrogd 
oi  eight  galliesy  under  John  de  Cordova,  with  the  six 
Venetian  galeasses,  which,  armed  with  ponderous  oidf 
nance,  and  crowded  with  chosen  soldiers,  looked  like 
iioatii^.cpstles,  led  the  van  of  th^  battle.  The  Tgck> 
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Cscmed  in  nearly  siinilar  order,  save  that  they' had  no 
«esarv6»  and  that  their  line  was  wider  .and  crescent* 
chapecL  Ali  the  Capitan^  with  Pertan  a  celebrated 
corsair  as  his  lieutenant,  commanded .  the  centre^ 
whick  was  oj^sed  to  Don  John,  while  Ucchiali  and 
Siroc,  two  distinguished  officers,  were  oj^sed  to 
-Dona  and  Barbarigo. 

•  .  It  was  about  sunrise  (7th  October  1571)  whenc 
8ignal*gun  from  the  Grand  Admiral's  galley  told  the 
Christians  to  prepare  for  battle.  Instantly  the  ban* 
ner  of  the  confed^ation,  which  had  the  image  of 
Christ  crucified  embroidered  upon  it,  and  had  been 
presented  by  the  Pope,  was  unfurled,  and,  after  a 
hrief  prostmtion  and  prayer  on  beholding  it,  each 
man  gnuped  his  arms  ready  for  the  fight.  Don-  John^ 
clothed  in  glittering  armour,  visited  Sue  several  squat 
drons  in  person,  spreading  confidence  every  where  by 
im  cheerfiil  and  martial  voice ;  and  shouts  of  ^'  Vic* 
tory  I  Victory  I  "  followed  him  over  the  waves.  Fa* 
voured  by  the  wind,  and  burning  with  ah  ardour  no^ 
dung  inferior  to  that  which  animated  their  adver* 
flories,  the  Turks  held  bravely  on  their  course  ;  but 
just  as  they  were  on  the  point  of  joining  battle,  the 
ineeze  filled,  and  chopped  round  in  such  a  man* 
ner  that  the  first  broadside  from  the  galeasses^  which 
were  anchored  like  floating  bulwarks  a  mile  a* 
head  of  the  Christian  fleet,  enveloped  them  in  the 
smoke  of  the  guns.  Though  staggered  by  the  dis- 
^haigty  which  sunk  several  of  their  gallics,  the  Turks 
coBtiaued  to  rush  into  the  battle,  and,  amid  the  clan* 
gour  of  cymbal^  drums,  and  other  martial  instru* 
mentS)  blended  mth  wild  shouts,  opened  their  fire  on 
-the  Christitti  line.  A  frnious  conflict  instantly  com* 
menoed*  The  Ci^itan  Pasha,  singling  out  the  Chrisr 
tian  Admiral's  gidley,  bore  down  on  it  with  such  vio* 
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lenoey  that  the  beaks  of  both  vessels  were  demolisihed 
by  the  shock.  Both  were  manned  with  the  choio 
•St  soldio's  and  mariners  in  their  respective  fleets, 
and  thrice  they  boarded  and  repulsed  each  other 
with  prodigious  slaughter*  Yenieri,  seeing  the 
High  Admiral. hard  pressed^  was  preparing  to  give 
him  support  by  pooping  the  Turkisii  ^piUey,  when  he 
was  intercepted  by  Fertan  Padia,  and  con^pelled  to 
kwk  to  his  own  safety.  Though  seventy  years  of 
age,  the  noble  Venetian  deported  himself  with  all  die 
courage  of  a  youthful  warrior ;  and,  inspired  widi  a 
generous  emulation  at  the  sight  of  his  white  haiis 
streaming  in  the  van  of  the  battle,  his  men  diq>lay- 
ed  a  resolution  woilhy  of  their  commander.  Still, 
ihe  nummcal  superiority  of  the  Turks  enabled  them 
to  fight  their  way  over  the  prow  of  the  galley ;  and, 
almost  swept  of  her  defenders,  she  was  on  the  point 
of  being  captured,  when  the  Venetian  captains,  Mali- 
peira  and  Loredano,  hastened  with  their  vessels  to  hct 
ielie£  This  timely  succour  again  turned  the  tide 
of  battle ;  and,  though  both  Malipetra  and  Loredano 
were  ^>eedily  sLun,  their  fall  only  rendered  the  va* 
lour  of  their  followers  more  irresistible.  Two  Toik* 
ish  gaUies  at  length  struck  their  flags ;  and  Pertan, 
seeing  himself  in  danger  of  being  captured,  leapt  in- 
to a  boat,  and,  passing  through  the  Christian  fleet  on* 
molested,  abandoned  the  combat,  and  escaped* 

Meanwhile,  Siroc  Bey  had  led  the  right  wing  of 
the  Turkish  battle  against  the  lefb  of  the  Chri^ian 
line — hemmed  in  on  the  one  side  by  a  dangerous 
bank,  formed  by  the  discharge  of  the  Aspropotamos 
(the  ancient  Achelous))  and  on  the  other  by  the  Ve- 
netian galeaases^  which  shattered  many  of  his  veft* 
eeb  wi£  their  terrible  fire.    To  create  a  diveisionbe 
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despatched  a  small  squadron  under  a  Genoese  rene« 
gade,  with  orders  to  stand  close  in  shore,  and  endea^ 
your  to  outflank  and  &11  upon  the  rear  of  the  ChrLstian 
fleet*  This  manoeuvre,  however,  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Venetian  captain,  Barharigo,  in  time  to  en« 
able  him  to  receive  the  onset,  both  fore  and  afb,  with 
equal  resolution  and  sagacity.  Amid  a  murderous 
shower  of  round  and  small  shot,  darts  and  arrows^ 
the  contending  gallies  grappled  each  other,  and  every 
man  was  brought  foot  to  foot  with  his  adversary* 
Two  Christian  gallies,  the  one  commanded  by  Bar* 
barigo  in  person,  the  other  by  Mark  Ciconia,  wers 
besety  the  one  by  six,  the  other  by  five>  Turkish  ves* 
sels;  and  while  gallantly  contending  against  this 
overwhelming  force,  an  arrow  entered  the  lef^  eye  of 
Barharigo,  and,  piercing  his  brain,  laid  him  mortally 
wounded  on  the  deck#  Ciconia  was  also  severely 
wounded,  and  frightfully  scorched  with  Greek  fire 
about  the  face  and  breast ;  but  he  managed  to  de*> 
fend  himself,  till  the  arrival  of  two  powerful  Ve- 
netian gallies  changed  the  aspect  of  the  fight^  and 
enabled  him  not  only  to  repulse  the  enemy  with  great 
slaughter,  but  to  capture  several  of  their  vessels,  toge- 
ther veith  a  superb  ensign,  which  had  been  the  pride 
of  the  Ottoman  fleet.  The  &11  of  Siroc  Bey  himself^ 
who  had  grappled  with  the  galley  commanded  by 
John  Contarini,  and  was  struck  down  lifeless  in  the 
thickest  of  the  battle,  completed  the  discomfiture  of 
his  squadron.  From  that  moment,  despair  pervaded 
it,  and  every  man  tried  only  how  he  could  best  reach 
the  nei^bouring  coast ;  but  so  closely  did  the  Chns*- 
•tians  pursue  them,  that  scarcely  one  escaped. 

In  the  centre,  however,  the  battle  still  raged  with 
imabated  fury.  The  gallies  commanded  by  Don 
John  and  tbe  Capitan  Pasha  had  been  engaged 
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nearly  three  hours,  and,  as  yet,  neither  could  boast 
of  victory.  But  no  sooner  did  the  Christian  Admi- 
ral hear  the  shout  of  triumph  raised  by  the  Vene'* 
tians  on  the  left,  than,  afraid  that  the  conqueror's 
meed  was  to  be  torn  from  him  by  one  of  his  own 
lieutenants,  he  liberated  four  hundred  chosen  sol- 
diers, whom  he  had  hitherto  kept  as  a  reserve  imder 
hatches,  who,  with  loud  cries,  and  full  of  ardour, 
sprang  cheerfriUy  on  the  enemy's  deck.  This  fre^ 
onset  decided  the  conflict,  and  the  galley  surrender- 
ed ;  but  not  till  its  commander,  his  head  shattered  by 
a  musket-shot,  was  stretched  mortally  wounded  a- 
mong  the  slain.  He  was  carried,  bathed  in  bis  own 
blood,  but  still  breathing,  to  the  presence  of  Don 
John,  who  commanded  his  armour  to  be  unbraced, 
and  his  head  to  be  struck  off  and  displayed  on  the 
point  of  a  spear,  to  intimidate  the  combatants  in  such 
of  the  Turkish  gallies  as  yet  maintained  the  battle. 
His  two  sons,  nephews  of  the  Emperor,  were  both 
captured  alive  in  another  galley. 

But  though  the  left  and  centre  of  the  Christian 
line  had  achieved  a  complete  triumph,  the  right  had 
as  yet  barely  joined  battle.  Doria,  who  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  corsair  Ucchiali  in  that  quarter,  with  a 
shyness  unworthy  of  his  name,  and  which  has  given 
rise  to  a  diversity  of  opinions  regarding  his  motives^ 
instead  of  rushing  at  once  to  close  combat,  spent  the 
time  in  futile  manceuvres,  as  if  he  aspired  more  to 
ensnare  his  enemy  than  to  conquer  him  in  frur  figfit 
.Some  of  his  traducers  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to 
-charge  him  with  an  intention  of  abandoning  the  Chris- 
tian fleet,  in  case  he  saw  the  day  likely  to  end  disas- 
trously ;  but  the  most  rational  inference  is,  consider- 
ing his  reputed  sagacity  and  bravery,  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  counterwl,  by  stratagem,  what  he  wanted 
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in  Blrohgth*  In  these  circumstance8>  Ucchialiy  after 
following  him  put  to  sea,  extended  his  fine  with  a 
?iew  to  encompass  the  Spanish  squadron ;  by  which 
manceuvre,  he.  captured  tuvelye  Venetian  gallies,  which 
had  imprudently  withdrawn  from  their  appointed  sta- 
tion»  Many  knights  of  Saint  Stephen  (the  Floren-^ 
tine  Order  of  knighthood,  instituted,  in  1561,  by 
Cosmo  de  Medicis,  in  imitation  of  that  of  Malta) 
lost  their  lives  on  board  of  these  gaUies ;  and  oiie 
was  blown  up  by  its  commander,  rather  than  surren-* 
der.  Doria,  seeing  a  part  of  his  squadron  thus  an- 
nihilated before  his  eyes,  could  no  longer  remain  at 
a  distance,  but  at  ler^^  stood  &irly  into  the  fight. 
At  the  same  time,  the  left  wing  and  centre  having 
masltered  all  the  vessels  opposed  to  them,  despatched 
a  number  of  gaUies  to  ^are  in  this  new  combat ; 
and,  among  others,  Justiniani,  with  the  Maltese 
squadron,  was  detached  from  the  left,  where  he  had 
assisted  to  defeat  Siroc*  The  Maltese  gallies  werd 
the  first  that  readied  the  scene  of  combat ;  and  Jus* 
tiniani  saw  himself  suddenly  beset  by  six  Turkish  gal-* 
lies,  who  pressed  him  so  desperately,  that  fifty  of  his 
best  knights  were  slain,  and  one  of  his  ensigns  was  torn 
from  the  mast*  With  three  arrows  sticldng  in  his 
body,  he,  however,  maintained  his  vessel  till  such  time 
as  the  other  two  ^^es  were  able  to  shake  off  the  ene- 
mies by.  whom  they  were  surrounded,  and  hasten  to 
his  rescue.  At  one  period,  during  this  sanguinary 
conflict,  his  vessel  was  all  but  captured — ^the  Bailiff 
de  Spar,  conmumder  of  the  land  forces  of  the  Order, 
lay  slain  on  her  deck,  and  the  Infidels  were  actually 
towing  her  away  in  triumph,  when  the  other  gallies 
arrived  to  her  relief.  It  was  not  till  Ucchiali  was  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  Caragiali^  his  lieutenant,  and 
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beheld  tlie  bravest  of  bis  men  lifeless  aroimd 
that  he  abandoned  the  combat*  Fifteen  TuikiBh 
captains  gallantly  covered  his  retreat ;  and,  thoo^ 
forced  to  fly  at  last,  he  made  his  escape  mtb  forty 
gallies,  and  carried  away  with  him  the  Maltese  stsn- 
daidy  which  he  afterwards  laid  as'  a  testimony  of  his 
valour  at  the  Emperor's  feet,  * 

In  this  great  naval  engage^lenty  which  com? 
pletely  decided  the  supremacy  of  the  Christian 
Bag  in  the  Grecian  waters,  the  Turks  lost  their 
general'in-chie^  and,  according  to  some  historians, 
five  thousand  oiBoers,  and  thirty  thousand  men* 
One  hundred  and  forty  gallies  were  capfeured,  in- 
dependent of  those  destroyed,  and  twenty  fhou- 
sand  Christians  were  liberated  ftom  slavery.  -  The 
Capitan  Pasiia's  galley,  which  was  among  ^mse 
taken,  was  a  vessel  of  surpassing  beauty.  The  deck, 
says  Knolles,  was  of  walnut-wood,  daik  as  ebony, 
^'  chequered  and  wrought  marvellous  {aar^  with  divers 
lively  colours,  and  variety  of  hisfcoriss ;"  and  her  ea* 
bin  guttered  with  ornaments  of  gold,  rich  hangings^ 
and  precious  gems.  In  the  Pasha's  casket  were  found 
six  tnousand  ducats,  which  were  con&rred,  together 
with  a  yearly  pulsion,  and  the  honour  of  kni^it* 
hood,  on  the  Macedonian  Greek  who  had  slain  him. 
The  loss  of  the  Christians  was  computed  at  fbuiteen 
captains  of  gallies,  and  seven  thousand  six  hundred 
men.  No  less  than  thirteen  noble  Venetians,  of  the 
dass  of  Senators,  perished.  One  of  these,  the  va- 
liant Baibarigo,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  con* 
niand  of  the  left  wing,  survived  the  battle,  and,  Ifte 
another  Epaminondas,  thanked  heaven  with  his  if* 

*  Gratiani,  ^ust.  ^  Cypre, 
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vig  breathy  thiit  he  had  lived  long  enough  to  know 
dial  victory  had  smiled  on  the  Christian  arms.  * 

To  return  to  Malta*  The  Grandmaster  de  Monte, 
fibo  was  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  died  in 
the  following  year  (1572),  and  was  succeeded  by 
John  L'Evesque  de  la  Cassiere,  of  the  language  of 
Auveigne-^^the  same  knight  who  departed  himself 
so  gallantly  as  standard-bearer  in  the  attack  on 
Zoaia  in  1552.  Though  a  brave  and  sagacioua 
commander,  a  natural  violence  and  obstinacy  of  tem- 
per, which  frequently  betrayed  'him  into  discourteous 
language,  in  some  measure  disqualified  him  for  so 
responsible  an  office;  and  he  soon  found  himself 
involved  in  paii^  and  troublesome  disputes,  not 
only  within,  but  without  the  convent*  He  had  en* 
joyed  the  dignity  only  two  years,  when  a  dilute 
iUHTtng  arisffli  between  him  and  the  Bi^op  of  Malta 
as  to  the  ecdesiastieal  jurisdiction.  Pope  Gregory 
the  T^irteoith,  to  whom  he  itppealed,  despatched  an 
aeeradi^  member  of  the  Holv  Inquisition,  that 
most  sanguinary  and  atroe&oos  of  all  judicial  institiqif' 
tions,  to  decide  between  them#  This  offidAj  fixed 
his  head-barters  -petmaaneaaily  at  Valetjta,  wh^re,  tkn* 
der  pretmee  of  protecting  the  int^ests  of  the  H<dy 
See,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  arrangements  on 
irydb  sndi  mediadon  was  originally  acc^ed,  he 


*  Cenrantes,  tlie  aatlior  of  Bon  Quixote,  served  on  boai^ 
oiae  of  the  Papal  gaflies  in  t\aa  expedition*  Aa  he  liiinaelfaay^ 
(in  Aa  preftice  to  lifae  aeoond  part  of  Don  Quixote),  he  conai- 
d«r«d  the  loaa  of  hia  left  hand  (which  was  struck  off  in  th^ 
fonrae  of  the  actbn  by  a  blow  of  a  scimitar),  aa  a  «  trifling 
price  to  pay  for  the  honour  of  partaking  in  the  first  great  ao- 
tkoa,  in  which  the  naval  aupreinacy  of  the  Ottoman  waa  8ii&> 
eaM6%  diqvvtfd  1^  CMstftan  MEiiifl^'* 
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iuid  Ids  successors  secured  a  degree  of  asoendaney 
which  frequently  occasioned  serious  divisioiiS)  and 
even  sometimes  threatened  to  subvert  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  Order*  This  ascendancy  was  achieved 
by  the  disposal  of  what  were  called  brevets,  or  pA^ 
tents  of  independence,  to  the  native  Maltese,  by 
which  the  holder  and  his  fiunily  were  4aken  imder 
the  immediate  protection  of  the  Holy;  See,  as  ^  pa^ 
fentees  of  the  Inquisition, "  and  virtually  abaolved 
iirom  their  allegiance  to  the  Grandmaster.  The 
Bishop,  moreover,  assumed  a  similar  independency 
of  jurisdiction,  by  right  of  which  the  bestowal  of  a 
simple  tonsure  freed  the  wearer  from  subjectioB  to 
ihe  tribunals  of  the  Order ;  and  Gaigdla,  who  then 
held  the  See,  having,  along  with  Cressin,  the  'pnot 
df  the  church,  another  restless  and  tuibdent  man, 
been  denied  the  privilege  of  paying  inquisitorial  visits 
10  the  Hospital  in  the  .CitI  Notable,  exconmimH<« 
oated  its  directors.  This  occasioned  tumults  among 
the  people,  who,  as  usual  in  such  diqmtes,  sided 
with  the  priests ;  and  Ibtdble  measures  were  neoea* 
sarily  adopted,  to  preserve  tranquillity*  The'sdnsm 
even  extended  to  tne  convent  itself;  and  three  of  the 
inquisitorial  frmcrionaries  having  been  apprehended  on 
a  chaige  of  traitorous  designs,  ^aesy  not  only  coiifieased 
that  they  had  conspired  to  poison  the  Ghnmdnuutot 
but  inculpated  many  Spanish  and  Italian  knights  as 
their  accomplices.  This  charge,  which  seems, to 
liave  been  altogether  false,  gready  excited  the  indig* 
-nation  of  the  accused ;  and,  forgetting  the  jespeet 
due  to  La  Cassiere  as  their  head,  they  entered  thtf 
council-chamber  timiultuously  in  a  body,  and  caDed 
•upon  him,. in  insolent  terms,  not  only  to  divu]|ge  die 
proofs  he  had  against  ^umif  but  to^  submit  tl^e 
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to  the  Pope^s  deobion.     Time,  ho«iever|  mbllified 
their  wrath,  and  the  appeal  was  forgotten. 

In  the  midst  of  these  intestine  broils.  La  Cassiere 
had  also  several  foreign  disputes  and  cares  to  harass 
him.  Every  year  •  brought  with  it  threats  of  a  new 
attack  &om  the  Turks ;  and  though  &ese  ultimate* 
ly  eyaporaled  in  the  conquest  of  Goletta  and  Tiuiis, 
wliidi  the  Emperor  Selim  wrested  from  Spain,  they 
yet  sufficed  to  keep  the  council  in  a  constant  state 
of  excitement.  For  a  time,  too,  a  point  of  man-* 
time  right  with  the  republic  of  Venice  was  debated 
mih  great  acrimony,  and  with  difficulty  brought  to 
a  satis^u^ry  termination.  Moreover,  the  Grand 
Priory  of  Castile  having,  in  consonance  widi  the 
wisk  of  the  King  of  Spain,  been  bestowed  by  the 
Grandmaster  and  councd  on  an  Austrian  archduke, 
on  condition  of  his  entering  the  Order,  the  Castilian 
kaights  took  the  arrangement  so  much  amiss,  that 
their  discontent  assumed  a  xebeltious  aspect ;  and^ 
to  subdue  them,  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  Papal 
intimidation.  As  a  penance  for  their  insubordinate 
conduct,  they  appeared  before  the  council  in  full  a»» 
sembly,  carrying  each  a  wax  taper,  to  entreat  pardon  9 
which  was  granted,  accompanied  by  a  severe  repri- 
mand«  A^ut  the  same  time  (1578),  six  Portu<* 
guese  knights,  who  entertained  a  blood-thirsty  spirit 
of  revenge  against  one  of  their  countrymen,  the 
ChevaHer  Carreras,  entered  his  apartment  masked,^ 
and  wearing  fiidse  beards,  and  bubarously  assassi** 
nated  him ;  for  which  crime  they  were  tried,  con- 
demned, and,  in  terms  of  their  sentence,  sown  up  in 
sadcs,  and  thrown  alive  into  ihe  sea.  Tiie  only 
^«B  of  glory  shed  over  this  dark  era,  was  the  ho* 
nourable  death  of  several  coBoanandeTS  of  the  Order^ 
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who  £ell  gaOantly  suppo^g.  th6  Chrislian  badner 
against  the  Moors  in  the  filial  battle  of  Alcazar,  in 
which  Sebastian,  King  of  Portugal — ^the  hero  of  many 
a  wild  Lusitanian  legend — ^lost  his  army  and  his  li£e« 
These  disturbances  were  only  a  prelude  to  greater 
troubles.  The  Spanish  knights,  who  formed  a  close* 
ly  united  and  influential  body,  and  whose  main  ob-i 
jection  to  La  Cassiere  was  his  being  a  Frenchman^ 
determined,  as  the  green  old  age  he  enjoyed  left 
them  no  hopes  of  his  speedy  demises,  to  compass  his 
deposition  by  a  regular  conspiracy  against  him»  As 
a  preliminary  step,  they  gained  over  the  languages 
of  Italy  and  Grermany,  and  even  some  of  the  Freodk 
knights ;  and,  among  them,  the  commander  Roilie* 
gas.  Prior  of  Toulouse  and  Irehmd,  wa$  sediio^d 
into  the  sedition.  Romegas,  whose  name  has  al*' 
ready  been  noticed  with  honour^  but  who  combined 
a  sanguinary  and  ill-r^ulated  ambition,  with  great; 
valour  and  personal  prowess^  was  won  upon  to 
join  the  conspiracy,  by  the  proqsect  of  succeeding  to 
the  Grandmastership, — sel^conceit  blinding  him  to 
the  improbabihty,  that  the  malecontents,  y/ho  were  so 
eager  to  depose  one  Frenehmim,  would  elevate  an- 
other to  the  vacant  dignity.  To  the  dishonour  of 
the  Order,  which  h^  b^gun  to  exhibit  a  hunoitaUe 
and  profligate  laxity  of  discipline,  one  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  La  Cassiere  was,  his  having  ezpdled 
all  courtesans  from  the  city  and  suburbs  of  ValetU 
to  the  remote  casals.  The  Maltese  annalists  recoid 
this  gross  dereliction  from  one  of  the  cardinal  rules 
by  which  the  institution  was  originaUy  regulated, 
with  shame  and  sorrow  ;  and,  from  that  date  (1581), 
the  efficiency  and  renown  of  the  Order  may  be  9ud 
\o  have  rapidly  declined. 
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c  ..  Encoiuiged  by  the  knowledge  thai   they  were 
.countenanced  in  their  lawless  proceedings  by  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  by  the  arrival  of  three  Sicilian 
.gallies,  ostensibly  fitted  out  against  the  Turks,  but 
in  reality  sent  to  support  them,  the  malecoutents  avail- 
ed ihemselves  of  an  opportunity  of  impugning  the 
decision  of  the  Grandmaster  in  a  question  respect- 
ing the  watch-word  which  had  arisen  between  the 
•language  of  Auvergne,  and  the  knights  of  Italy  and 
-.Spain.     He  was  openly  charged  by  the  rebels  in 
tumultuous  lassembly,  with  having  shown  an  undue 
partiality  to  his  own  nation — with  having  dissipated 
the  revenues  of  the  Order — with  n^lect  of  its  af- 
£iirfr-^with  gross  inattention  to  the  aefence  of  the 
island — ^with  incapacity  and  immorality — and,  as  a 
climax,  with  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  the 
3Wom  enemies  of  the'  Christian  raith.     To  remedy 
the  defects  of  his  government,  they  called  upon  him 
to  appoint  a  lieutenant ;  and  when  La  Cassiere  in- 
dignantly rejected  the  insolent  proposition,  nomi- 
nated Romegas  to  that  ofEce  on  their  own  author 
iity«     This  was  followed  by  a  still  more  audacious 
edict,  by  virtue  of  which,  and  on  pretence  that 
the  Grandmaster's  person  was  in  danger,  they  for- 
.cibly  arrested  him,  and  imprisoned  him  in  the  tower 
of  Saint  Angelo.  He  was  carried  thither  in  an  open 
chair^  hooted  by  the  younger  portion  of  the  rebel* 
Uous  knights,  andreviled  by  crowds  of  Cyprians,  who 
had  returned  to  the  city  the  moment  his  authority 
was  subverted ;  but  he  bore  these  indignities  with 
^e  fortitude  of  a  man  who  regarded  them  not  as 
insults,  but  as  honours* 

He  had  been  two  days  in  this  humiliating  situa-* 
^ion,  when  Chabrillan,  general  of  the  gallies,  entered 
the  port  with  his  squadron*   That  knight^  afbr  com** 


250  HUGH  DE  VERDALE, 

muning  with  him  in  his  captivity — a  privilege  the 
lehehs  dared  not  refu8e**-offered  to  reinstate  him  at 
once  in  his  former  dignity,  and  carry  him  hack  to 
his  palace  in  triumph  at  the  head  of  his  marines ; 
hut  La  Cassiere  nohly  answered,  that  he  would  ra- 
ther end  his  days  in  prison,  than  deluge  the  convent 
with  blood ;  and  that  he  left  it  for  the  Pope  to  punish 
or  recognise  his  deposition.  Appeals  were  accord- 
ingly made  to  Rome  by  both  parties ;  and  so  inir 
portant  was  the  revolt  esteemed  there,  that  the  whole 
city  was  agitated  by  it.  This  popular  sensation  was 
increased  by  a  duel  between  two  Italian  knights, 
Bosio  and  Guimarva.  The  latter  having  reproadied 
the  former  with  being  a  time-serving  abettor  of  the 
Grandmaster,  Bosio  attacked  and  slew  his  antago- 
nist in  presence  of  the  Papal  guards  in  Saint  Peter's 
Square;  after  which  he  contrived  to  escape,  and 
was  never  apprehended. 

Enraged  at  the  conduct  of  the  rebels,  the  Pope 
instantly  despatched  an  accredited  agent  to  Malta  to 
inquire  into  the  matter,  and  to  act  as  lieutenant  of  the 
-Order  until  a  final  adjustment.  On  the  arrival  of 
this  officer.  La  Cassiere,  who  had  previously  been 
entreated  by  the  rebels,  who  had  begun  to  tremble 
for  the  consequences  of  their  usurpation,  to  accept 
of  liberty,  was  reconducted  to  his  palace,  and  in- 
formed that  it  was  the  Pope's  pleasure  that  he  should 
repair  to  Rome,  where  a  gracious  reception  awaited 
him.  He  accordingly  embarked  for  Italy,  and  en- 
tered the  Eternal  City  with  the  suite  of  a  conqueror, 
three  hundred  knights  being  in  attendance.  Rome- 
gas,  and  several  other  ringleaders  of  the  malecon- 
tents,  also  repaired,  by  citation,  to  the  papal  tribu- 
nal ;  and,  in  terms  of  a  peremptory  edict,  the  Spa- 
nish gallies,  after  some  demur  on  the  part  of  their 
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commander,  who  argued  that  the  King  of  Spain  was 
the  legitimate  protector  of  the  Order,  withdrew  from 
the  island.  Harassed  and  dispirited  by  the  discredit* 
able  circumstances  in  which  he  stood,  and  humiliat- 
ed to  perceive,  that  while  La  Cassiere  was  hailed  with 
every  mark  of  distinction  at  the  court  of  Rome,  he 
was  left  to  ^ine  in  neglect  as  a  turbulent  rebel,  the 
proud  heart  of  Ilomegas  gave  way — a  fever  seized 
him,  and  at  the  end  of  seven  days  he  died.  His 
partisans  were  directed  to  make  a  formal  and  public 
submission  to  the  Grandmaster ;  and  it  is  told  of 
one  of  them,  the  commander  de  Sacquenville,  that 
when  he  would  have  confined  himself  to  kissing 
La  Cassiere's  hand,  the  Cardinal  de  Montalto  exr 
chdmed,  "  Down  on  your  knees,  rebellious  knight ; 
had  it  not  been  for  the  clemency  of  your  chief,  your 
head  would  have  fallen  many  days  ago  by  the  execu** 
tioner's  axe  ! " 

La  Cassiere  did  not  live  to  return  to  Malta,  and 
behold  the  full  re*establishment  of  his  authority.  He 
died  at  Rome  in  the  beginning  of  1582 ;  and  the 
Pope,  availing  himself  of  the  circumstance,  to  influ- 
ence the  election  of  his  successor,  forwarded  a  brief 
to  Malta,  restricting  the  chapter  to  the  choice  of 
three  candidates,  though  a  formal  deputation  from 
the  convent  had  previously  entreated  him  not  to  in* 
fringe  the  freedom  of  the  election.  This  led  to  the 
deviation  of  Hugh  de  Loubeux  de  Verdale,  who  had 
long  been  in  high  favour  at  the  court  of  Rome. 
Verdale  was  a  man  of  a  gentle  and  pacific  character^ 
and  exercised  his  patronage  with  strict  impartiality ; 
yet  he  failed  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  Order. 
Finding  his  authority  continually  contemned,  he  paid 
a  visit  to  Rome  (1587),  where  he  was  received  by 
the  Pope,  Sixtus  the  Fifth,  with  great  honour,  and. 
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sent  back  to  Malta  with  a  cardinal's  hat,  in  the  hope 
that  this  new  dignity  would  overawe  the  malecon- 
tents.  This  however,  it  £uled  to  do.  Sedittou 
eontinued  to  reign  throughout  the  convent ;  and,  as- 
Sailed  by  incessant  complaints  on  all  sides,  be  once 
more  repaired  to  Rome,  where  he  soon  a&er  died 
of  a  broken  heart  (1595).  The  troubles  of  his 
reign  were  aggravated,  moreover,  by  a  visitation  of  the 
plague,  which  in  1592,  almost  d^opulated  die  isl- 
and. In  the  same  year,  through  the  influmce  of 
the  Bishop  GaigaUa,  the  Jesuits  Were  introduced 
into  Malto,  where  they  speedily  gained  a  great  as- 
cendancy. It  was  during  his  Grandmastership  that 
materials  collected  by  the  commander,  John  Antho^ 
ny  Fossan,  for  a  history  of  the  Order,  were  confided 
to  James  Bosio,  with  instructions  to  complete  the 
work. 

Don  Martin  Garzez,  of  the  language  of  Arragon, 
succeeded  De  Verdale.  Having  neidier  fiivourites 
nor  prejudices,  he  came  into  power  as  it  wore  by  po-' 
pular  acclaim,  and  the  six  years  he  held  the  reins 
of  government  were  marked  by  tranquillity  and  subor- 
dination. He  died  in  1601 ;  and  Alof  de  Yigna- 
court.  Grand  Hospitallo'  of  France,  was  elected  to 
the  vacant  dignity.  *  He  was  a  man  of  great  talents, 
and  enjoyed  both  a  long  and  brilliant  reign,  though 
the  records  left  of  it  are  comparatively  scant  and 
unsatis&ctory.  The  year  succeeding  his  election, 
the  gaUies  of  the  Order  attacked  and  carried  in 
a  very  gallant  manner  the  town  of  Mahometa  in 
Barbuy ;  and  descents  were  also  made  against 
Patras  and  Lepanto  on  the  coast  of  Greece*  Two 
years  afterwaids  (1604),  a  predatory  expedition  was 

♦  Vide  Vignette. — Talcen  frwn  an  original  portni^  by  Bfi* 
on«el  Aogelo  Canyaggio* 
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made  io'th^  island  of  Lango,  which  was  hallowed  in 
the  eslimadon  of  the  Order  by  .ancient  associations, 
jiirhen  the  ravagers,  with  more  intrepidity  than  huma«> 
nky,  dragged  away  an  hundred,  and  sixty-five  of  the 
imkiTes  as  shives.  In  1610,  the  knights,  Fresnet, 
Mauros^  and  Graucourt,  made  an  attack  on  the  Turk* 
ish  fortress  of  Laiazzo,  on  the  Cilician  cosst.  Hav-» 
ing  burst  open  the  gate  by  means  of  a  petard,  they 
entered  it  in  triumph,  and,  after  razing  the  works,  rei 
taxed'  to  their  vessels,  carrying  with  them  abundance 
of  booty,  and  upwards  of  three  hundred  captives« 
Next  year,  a  similar  attack  was  made  on  Corinth^ 
v^ch  was  also  taken  and  sacked — a  circumstance 
jwhich  so  greatly  enraged  the  Turks,  that  four  years 
^ifterwards  (1615),  mey  made  a  fresh  descent  on 
Malta  by  way  of  reprisal*  Sixty  gallies  appeared 
before  the  island  on  this  occasion,  and  landed  five 
thousand  men,  with  the  intention  of  sweeping  the 
inhdiitants  into  slavery;  but  the  Maltese,,  having 
timely  notice  of  their  approach,  retired  with  their 
property  into  the  different  strongholds,  and  the  Otto-* 
loans,  unable  to  attempt  a  siege»  had  to  re^embark 
without  capturing  a  single  man.  These  advantages, 
however,  were  countezbalanced  by  the  loss  which 
the  Order  sustained  before  Suza,  on  the  coast  of 
Bubary,  in  1619,  while  co-operating  with  the  forces 
of  the  Catholic  league,  in  an  attack  on  that  place. 
Twenty  knights  fell  in  this  expedition^  which  ended 
in.  the  Christians  being  repidsed.  An  enterprise, 
undertaken  by  the  gallies  of  the  Order  singly,  in  the 
fe&owing  year,  agahist  the  Castle  of  Tomeza^  the 
grand  depdt  of  the  Morea,  was  more  successfuL 
The  assailants,  headed  by  the  commander  Saint. 
Pieire,  burst  open  the  gates  of  the  fortress  as  they 
had  done  that  of  Laiazzoy  by  meai^  of  petards ;  but; 
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the  knowledge  that  ibur  thousand  Tuiks  were  ad- 
vancing to  relieve  it,  induced  them  to  make  a  hasty 
fetreat  to  their  ships,  carrying  with  them,  however, 
all  the  booty  and  prisoners  they  had  taken* 

Though  these  exploits  are  narrated  in  terras  of 
high  commendation  by  the  annalists  of  the  Order, 
they  were,  in  reality,  nothing  else  than  piratical  de- 
scents, made  more  for  the  purpose  of  plunder,  than 
from  that  generous  spirit  of  religious  and  martial  seal 
which  distinguislied  the  knights  of  Saint  John  at  an 
earlier  era*     The  political  importance  of  the  Order 
was  sensibly  on  the  decline ;  and  though  the  knights 
continued  to  be  respected  throughout  Christendom, 
as  valiant  and  experienced  soldiers,  while  their  services 
were  eagerly  coveted  in  every  fleet  and  army  of  Europe, 
the  fraternity,  as  an  independent  body,  was  no  long- 
er regarded  as  a  puissant  and  indi^ensable  ally  in 
the  terribly  struggles   between  the  Cross  and  the 
Crescent,  which  almost  annually  deluged  the  coibh 
tries  bordering  on  the  Danube,  with  blood.      In 
point  of  discipline,  too,  a  marked  and  humiliating 
ehange  had  taken  place.     The  statutes  still  existed 
ia  all  their  rigour ;  but  many  of  them  were  become 
in  a  great  measure  obsolete,  and  crimes  began  to  dis* 
grace  the  Order,  which  had  never  before  stained  its 
archives.    Those  statutes,  however,  which  were  fram- 
ed to  support  the  temporal  dignity  of  the  institution, 
had  nowise  lost  their  immutability  in  the  estimation 
of  many  of  the  knights ;~— in  proof  of  which,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  Charles  de  Brie,  a  natural  son 
o£  Henry  Duke  of  Lorraine,  having  been  admitted 
into  the  language  of  Germany  through  the  influence 
of  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  the  German  knighta 
rose  in  a  body  to  express  their  dissent,  and,  in  iSteir 
mdiguation,  (ore  the  armorial  ensigns  of  the  Grande. 
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master  and  Order  firom  the  gates  of  their  iirn^  leav** 
iag  only  those  of  the  Emperor  standing. 

Though  the  Mastership  of  De  Vignacourt  Mraa» 
on  the  whole^  prosperous  and  brilliant^  he  did  not 
«ntirely  escape  those  domestic  cares  which  had  ha* 
nssed  and  even  brought  to  the  grave  several  of  his 
predecessors.  Both  the  Grand  Inquisitor  and  the 
Bishop  of  Malta,  suj^rted  by  the  Pope,  Clement 
ihe  E^diy  exerted  themselves  to  subvert  his  autho- 
rity ;  and,  on  one  occasion,  the  brotherhood  were  so 
exasperated  at  the  meddling  and  arrogant  habits  of 
the  bishop,  that  a  number  of  the  younger  knights 
surrounded  his  palace^  and  openly  threatened  to 
throw  him  into  the  sea.  The  Grandmaster  succeed* 
ed  in  suppressing  the  tumult,  however,  before  the 
prelate  had  sustained  any  injury,  and  afterwards  sent 
him  off  to  Rome,  in  the  hope  that  the  Pope  would 
punish  him  for  lus  insolence.  But  his  Holiness,  on 
the  contrary,  was  so  incensed  at  the  treatment  which 
the  Bishop  had  received,  that  he  threatened  the  Grand- 
Buster  widithe  anathemas  of  the  church;  and  De  Yig« 
nacourt  had  to  make  ample  concession  before  the  wrath 
of  the  Papal  tyrant  could  be  stayed.  Notwithstanding 
these  vexations,  the  Grandmaster  was  able  to  com^ 
plete  one  of  the  noblest  monuments,  in  the  shape  of 
a  public  w(»;k,  which  remains  to  attest  the  grandeur 
of  the.  Order-*-namely,  an  aqueduct  for  the  conveyance 
of  a  laige  spring  of  water  into  the  city  of  Yaletta  baai 
the  southern  part  of  the  island.  This  canal,  which 
is  still  in  repair,  is  upwards  of  nine  and  a  half  £ngi» 
lish  miles  in  length*  The  water  is  carried  into  .every 
street  by  subterranean  ducts,  which  connect  the  pub«i 
lie  and  private  cisterns,  and  funiish  a  supply  of  that 
indispensable  element  to  the  inhabitants,  when  the 
T9iaa$  on  whick  they  chiefly  depend,  are  not  suffi- 
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y  abiinJiinl.     De  ViputcDurt,  abo,  added  to 
idle  defences  of  the  itJuid,  by  meeting  strong  nnrka 
p  havena  of  Sailil  Paul,  Marza   SicDCCO,  and 
a  Scalu,  luid  on  the  uduiid  of  Cumiii.     in  die 
l^lDulat  of  theait  hoaoundUv  CBitH,  wIilIo  cDJoiing  tlu 
0  af  hore-liuniing  tti  tlie  heuts  (if  Aiigunt^J 
IS  seized  with  iraoplcxy,  rsully  u  bad  hap^e^ 
7-f6iir  yews  bctore  to  Uic  iUustrious  Ls  Valcilc,  ■ 
d  u  few  weebi  afterwards  (I-Uii  ik<plcinbet  IGT 
'  e  ago  of  seventy-five. 

M«ndex  dr  >'a(i(roni.-e[los,  uf  tlie  l«i^;u9^  of  E 

\  uttectvded   Dc  Vlgnacouit:  but   beine  ^ 

I  yean  of  age  nt  the  liine  of  llts  election,  Mi 

joyed  the  dignity  scarcely  six  inoTiths. 

Paule,  his  sui-ccssur,  waa  bIho   far  advanced   i 

nhen  failed  to  the  supreme!  ccimtnuid ;  fur,  at  aM 

I  Iwppencd   in   tnuiqinl   titnex,  the  ambttian  of  J 

ROiuiger  luiighta  iusligated  them  to  iiivour  tlwq 

Adat«  whoae  term  of  days  waa.  as  Eir  an  ^«  « 

KlUMreirt  B  eluso.     De  Puido's  nagii  buan  by  Im 

■Vtcti  but  impcmtiTe  acta  of  justice.    Jnin  dc  Fctj 

KGa<  a  PMtiiguetie  novice,  waa  L-unvictcd  of  n 

H  murder,  uid  had  his  head  struck  tiff  bribe  ti 

I  tliu  great  piazia  of  tint  paM 

tnd  Fauli'ou,  Prior  of  Csjiua,  having  bceu 

[uilty  of  embuxxliiig  pulilio  momtw  ta  a  Urgeu 

rail  coudcmiied  to  perpetual  imprtKiimumt,  in  « 

«  died.     Srnrtidy  had  iho   GraiidniaMcr  ronfii 

a  griiirncr  of  t\w  fal^o  kiiiglit,  wlion  he  was  a 

lUpoii   tu  vindicate  his  vnii  charat^et — his 

Imving  duuuutii'fd  him  k-  iLi'  P<>ii<.'  !i-<  a  iiifA» 

aiu]  (jjuilty  I'l  ■  :i ■       -i        ' 

■aiiKid  the  nt 


FIFTY-THIRD  ORAKDMA'STER.  257^ 

sorsy  Paul  the  Fifth  and  Gregory  the  Fourteenth,  u-^' 
sorped  the  patronage  of  the  Italian  commanderies^ 
several  of  which  he  conferred  on  his  nephews  and' 
fiivourites>  in  direct  suhversion  of  the  statutes  of  the 
Order.  Indignant  at  this  proceeding,  the  Italian 
knights  refused  to  take  their  turn  of  service  on  boar(^ 
thegallies  ;  and  many  of  them  quitted  Malta  and  re*^ 
turned  to  their  paternal  homes.  The  Grandmaste/ 
iiot  only  remonstrated  with  the  Pontiff  on  the  occa- 
sion, but  carried  his  complaints  to  the  feet  of  the  prin^ 
cipal  sovereigns  of  Christendom  ;  but,  as  has  already 
been  said,  the  influence  of  the  Order  was  on  the  wane^ 
The  Pope  continued  to  bestow  the  Italian  benefices 
on  his  creatures  as  they  fell  vacant,  and  the  kings  of 
Europe  left  him  to  act  entirely  as  he  thought  pro- 
per in  the  matter.  He  also  took  upon  himself  to  re- 
form the  mode  of  electing  the  Grandmaster,  and  al« 
tered  the  ancient  usage  of  the  general  chapters  so&r,' 
as  to  empower  the  Grand  Inquisitor  to  preside  over 
them.  De  Paule,  with  the  imbecility  of  a  dotard, 
tamely  submitted  to  this  humiliating  arrangement; 
and,  to  obviate  opposition  from  the  higher  spirited 
and  more  impetuous  knights,  they  were  sent  to  sea 
with  the  gallies  when  the  next  Chapter  was  conven-** 
ed — at  which  the  Inquisitor,  but  with  somewhat  re-^ 
stricted  powers,  took  his  seat  acccMrdingly. 

The  Grandmastership  of  De  Paule,  hke  that  of. 
De  Vignacourt,  was  characterized  by  a  piratical  and 
sanguinary,  but  less  successftil  war£ire,  against  the: 
Ottoman  flag.  In  1625,  twelve  knights  lost  their 
Hves,  and  several  were  wounded,  in  an  unfortunate 
descent  on  the  island  of  Santa  Maura ;  and  the  same 
year  two  Maltese  gallies  were  captured  by  the  Infi«. 
dels,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  engagement*  These 
reverses,  however,  were  counterbalanced  by  several 
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rich  prizes  taken  on  the  Moreote  and  Barbary  coasts. 
At  this  period  (1632) ,  the  population  of  Malta, 
iRdiich,  seventy-five  years  before,  at  the  raising  of  the 
fiunous  siege,  did  not  greatly  exceed  ten  thousand, 
amounted,  exclusive  of  the  members  of  the  Order, 
and  £imiliars  of  the  Inquisition,  to  upwards  of  fifty- 
one  thousand  souls — the  best  proof  that  can  be  gh' 
ven  of  the  paternal  care  of  the  administration.  ^    . 

Paul  Lascaris  Castelard,  a  descendant  of  the  Counts 
of  Yintimiglia,  and  of  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Con- 
stantinople, succeeded  the  Grandmaster  De  Paule,  who 
died  in  1636  at  an  advanced  age.  The  war  which 
raged  between  France  and  Spain  at  the  time  of  the 
election,  and  in  which  many  of  the  knights,  par- 
ticularly those  of  France,  contrary  to  the  strict  letter 
of  their  statutes,  which  prohibited  them  firom  taking 
up  arms  against  any  Christian  power  whatever,  were 
personally  engaged,  involved  him,  at  the  outset  of  his 
reign,  in  much  intricate  and  troublesome  negotiation ; 
and  while  the  matter^  in  dispute  were  pending,  the 
Viceroy  of  Sicily,  warmly  espousing  the  Spanish  side 
of  the  question,  almost  starved  Malta,  by  refusing  the 
customary  supplies  of  grain.  The  Grandmaster  how-, 
ever,  having,  in  terms  of  an  official  edict,  opened  his 
batteries  on  a  French  vessel  commanded  by  the 
knight  De  la  Carte,  which  had  beaten  a  Spanish  ship 
in  the  channel  of  Goza,  and  then  attempted  to  an- 
chor m  Fort  Siroc,  so  far  propitiated  the  Spaniards, 
and  satisfied  them  of  his  neutrality,  as  to  induce  them 
to  re-establish  a  fi'ee  intercourse  between  the  island 
and  the  Sicilian  coast.  It  was  now  the  turn  of 
France  to  be  offended ;  and  to  punish  the  Grandmas* 
ter  for  the  insult  offered  to  his  flag,  the  French  king 

*  Vertot  ct  Boisgelin. 
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aeized  all  the  possessioiis  of  die  Order  in  his  do* 
minioDS,  with  a  view  to  annex  them  to  the  crown 
lands.  Through  the  agency,  however,  of  M.  de  Lo- 
menie,  secretary  of  state,  one  of  whose  sons  had  just  en« 
tered  the  Order,  this  quarrel  was  amicably  adjusted,  and 
the  commandery  ofLaRochelle  was  given  to  the  young 
Chevalier,  in  acknowledgement  of  his  &ther's  services* 
In  1538,  a  bloody  action  was  fought  between  the 
gallies  of  the  Order,  commanded  by  the  knight  de 
Charolt,  and  three  large  ships  of  war,  employed  ia 
convoying  a  considerable  fleet  of  Turkish  merchant 
vessels  from  Tripoli  to  the  East.  The  Maltese  ad« 
miral,  without  expending  a  single  broadside,  ran  his 
six  gallies  directly  aboard*  the  corsairs,  two  gallies 
grappling  each  ship.  The  Infidels  made  a  ^snt 
resistance — especiidly  their  admiral's  vessel,  which 
was  commanded  by  Ibrahim  Rais  or  La  Becasse, 
a  renegade  of  Marseilles,  who  had  at  one  time  acted 
as  pilot  to  the  Maltese  squadron,  but  having  been  cap« 
tured  by  the  pirates  of  Tripoli,  had  turned  Mohamm&« 
dan,  and,  by  his  valour,  raised  himself  to  the  highest 
post.  The  galley  called  the  Saint  Peter,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Gallean  Chateauneui^  and  support'* 
ed  by  the  Admiral's  galley,  engaged  Ibrahim's  vessel^ 
which  had  on  board  four  hundred  and  fifty  Turkish 
soldiers,  all  chosen  men.  Mariel  de  Chateauneui^  the 
Chevalier's  brother,  was  the  first  of  the  Christians  that 
leapt  on  the  corsair's  deck,  whither  he  was  instantly 
followed,  sabre  in  hand,  by  a  number  of  knights,  who 
cut  all  who  offered  resistance  to  pieces ;  and  their 
leader  had  the  honour  of  dragging  Ibrahim  to  his 
brother's  feet.  The  whole  Turkish  flotilla  was 
taken;  and,  rich  in  slaves  and  booty,  the  victors 
returned  in  triumph  to  the  harbour  of  La  Valette. 
The  victory,  however,  was  purchased  by  the  death 
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of  several  disdnguislied  knights-HUDong  whom  weE9 
the  Chevaliers  de  Viontessancourt,  De  MahnaisoQ^ 
D'lsnard,  De  Piccolominii  aiid  De  Sousa-^— all 
knights  bearing  names  illnstrious  in  their  respeo 
iive  countries.  t 

In  1640,  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  then 
general  of  the  gallies,  cut  out  six  Barbary  rovers  ^om 
the  harbour  of  Goletta ;  and  four  years  afterwaids, 
three  gallies,  commanded  by  the  knight  de  Piancourt, 
performed  a  still  more  memorable  achievement,  by 
capturing,  after  a  sanguinary  conflict  of  seven  hours^ 
a  large  and  formidably  equipped  Turkish  galleon* 
Nine  knights  fell  in  this  engagement,  among  whom 
were  the  ChevaHers  de  Piancourt  and  Boisbaudran* 
Two  brave  young  notices,  Robert  and  Nicholas  de 
Boufflers,  were  also  among  the  slain.  The  Tuiks,  on 
their  part,  lost  six  hundred  men ;  and  among  the  a^ 
tives  was  a  Sultana,  fi-om  the  Sultan's  own  harem> 
who  was  bound  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca^  accom*. 
panied  by  her  in&nt  son,  reputed  to  be  a  prince  of 
the  impenal  line«  This  boy  was  brought  up  a  Chris* 
tian,  and  afterwards  became  a  monk  of  the  Order  of 
Saint  Dominick,  in  which  he  was  known  by  the 
pame  of  Father  Ottoman. 

:  The  capture  of  this  galleon  threatened  for  a  time 
to  bring  a  serious  reprisal  on  the  Maltese  territory. 
The  Sidtan  Ibrahim,  furious  at  his  loss,  formally  de- 
clared war  against  the  Order ;  aiid  the  Grandniaster 
found  it  necessary  to  implore  succours  from  all  quar* 
ters,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  make  ample  preparation 
to  repel  the  threatened  invasion.  Chivalry  no  long- 
er monopolized  the  admiration  of  the  Lords  of  the 
.West ;  yet,  as  a  proof  that  it  had  still  a  few  eathusi- 
astic  votaries,  it  may  be  mentioned,  (hat  on  this  oc^ 
CBsion  Louis,  Cotmt  D*Arpajqn,  a  Fieiich  nableroan* 
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nosed  two  thousand  of  his  vassals,  and,  accompanied 
by  a  knightly  retinue  of  kinsmen  and  friends,  repaired 
to  Malta  to  offer  his  services,  together  with  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  to  the 
Grandmaster.  Happily,  however,  the  Sultan  was  in- 
duced to  abandon  ms  contemplated  descent,  and 
turn  his  arms  against  Candia ;  and  D'Aipajon,  to- 
gether with  the  brothers  Giles  and  John  Francis 
de  Fay,  Counts  de  Maulevrier,  high-bom  Norman 
gentleman,  and  a  Neapolitan  lord,  who  had  all  been 
equally  forward  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the 
banner  of  Saint  John,  were  dismissed  with  various 
honorary  privil^s,  one  of  which  was  permission 
to  wear  the  golden  cross  of  the  Order. 

Notwithstanding  the  rigour  with  which  the  repub- 
lic of  Venice  had  several  times  treated  the  Order,  by 
sequestrating  its  possessions  on  what  the  knights 
considered  frivolous  pretences,  the  fact  of  Candia 
being  attacked  no  sooner  became  known  to  the 
Grandmaster,  than  he  despatched  the  Maltese  squa- 
dron to  its  relief;  and  during  the  time  the  fate  of 
that  island  remained  undetermined,  the  gallies  con- 
stantly contributed  more  or  less  to  its  defence.  This 
service,  however,  the  Candiotes  were  frilly  entitled 
to,  as  the  Sultan  had  been  provoked  to  invade  the 
island  chiefly  on  accoimt  of  the  Venetian  authori- 
ties having  given  shelter  to  the  Maltese  squiadron 
after  the  capture  of  the  galleon.  To  a  maritime 
state  like  Venice,  jealous'  of  its  commercial  privi- 
leges, and  proud  of  its  supremacy  at  sea,  the  knights, 
better  skilled  in  warlike  enterprises  than  in  nice 
international  distinctions,  doubtless  often  gave  le- 
gitimate cause  of  offence ;  and  when  it  is  consider- 
ed that  they  were  bound,  by  their  vows,  to  pass  their 
Kves  struggling  for  the  exaltation  of  the  Cross,  and. 


that,  where  the  b^ttle-sh^  flew  thickest,  there  they 
were  likeliest  to  meet  with  spoil,  it  does  not  bejcome 
even  their  most  partial  amialists  to  ascrijbe  their  ala- 
crity m  this  instance  to  an  extraordinarily  magnani- 
mous ipumlse.     One  o£  the  most  memorable  actions 
they  performed  i^i  the  \i<rar,  was  at  the  siege  of  Can- 
dia  in  1630.  *     That  ?ity  being  closely  pressed  by 
Hussein  Pasha,  at  the  head  of  a  fonpidable  army, 
Balbiano,  Admiral  of  the  Maltese  gallies,  threw  him- 
self into  the  place,  along  with  sixty  knights  and  six 
hundred  men,  and  undertook  to  defend  Fort  Mar- 
tiningo,  a  post  of  great  danger.     The  Turks  having 
established  themselves  in  a  demi-lune  at  the  bastion 
of  Bethlem,  Balbiano  volunteered  to  the  Venetian 
general  to  recover  the  work ;  and  his  offer  being 
gratefully  accepted,  he  entered  it,  swpfd  in  hanO,  at  the 
head  of  thirty  knights,  an<J  one  hundre/d  of  his  bravest 
marmes.     It  was  af,  night  that  this  small  but  reso- 
lute  band  made  tbe  assault.     Shrouded  in  d^kness, 
they  silently  mounted  the  ravelin ;  and  the  Turks 
whp  occupied  it,  taken  by  surprise,  were  either  cut 
dpwn  before  they  could  grasp  their  weapons,  or  else 
driven  headlong  pv^r  the  parapet,  and  forced  to  abaur 
don  the  post  to  its  fete.   Next  day,  however,  a  mine 
w^s  sprung  under  it  with  su^h  fetal  effect,  that  se- 
veral  knights  were  destroye4.     The  Chevalier  de 
Sales,  nephew  of  the  femous  Sabt,  Francis  de  Sales, 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  was  one  of  those  who  yrere  Wow^ 
up.    Falling  back  into  the  mine,  he  was  buried  tp  the 
waist  in  its  ruins.     Notwithstanding  this  disastej^  the 
s^rviyers  retained  possession  of  the  post ;  and  by  one 
n^eans  or  other,  the  besiegers  were  kept  at  biw  for 
«  <?oi^siderable  time,  and  finally  repulsed.     Seven 

tot^^B^^*'' P*"**^"^*"*  «^^o^^' Turkish  Hiatoiy.    Ver- 
wt  and  Bougelu  say  1649.  ~     ^         • 
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yiars  afterwards  (1657),  the  Maltese  sqimdron,  com- 
bined .  with  that  of  Venice,  gained  a  signal  victory 
over  the  Turkish  fleet  at  the  Dardanelles,  which  the 
Venetian  admiral  chiefly  attributed  to  the  excellent 
seamanship  and  valour  of  his  allies. 

While  the  flag  of  Saint  John  was  thus  upholding 
its  ancient  glory  in  the  Eastern  sea,  Lascaris  the 
Grandmaster  was  harassed  by  various  domestic  cares,' 
inseparable  from  the  supreme  office.     The  chief  of 
these  arose  from  the  overweening  insolence  of  the  ' 
Popej  Urban  the  Eighth,  and  his  minions,  the  In-' 
quisitor  and  Bishop ;  and  frt)m  the  refusal  of  the 
Viceroy  of  Sicily  to  allow  the  exportation  of  the  ne- ' 
•essary  supplies  of  com  to  Malta.     The  Grandmas-  ^ 
ter  succeeded  in  a  great  measure  in  checking  the  ar-  ^ 
rbgance  of  the  inferior  ecclesiastical  functionaries  j ' 
but  he  was  so  far  won  upon  by  the  Pontiff  indivi- ' 
dually,  that  he  consented  to  violate  one  of  the  most ' 
sadred  statutes  of  the  Order,  by  sending  the  Maltese 
gaDies  to  co-operate  with  the  forces  of  the  Church, 
against  certain  Italian  princes  who  had  entered  into 
a'  league  for  the  purpose  of  humbling  his  Holiness. 
This  indiscreet  and  highly  culpable  act  brought  the 
Order  under  the  ban  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  who  se- 
questrated its  domains  in  their  respective  states ;  and 
it  cost  Lascaris  much  difficult  negotiation  to  obtaiii 
a  reversal  of  these  attainders.     On  a  point  of  minor  ' 
importance,  the  Grandmaster  showed  much  more' 
scrupulosity — a  proof  that  trifles  sometimes  exercise 
a  greater  influence  over  the  minds  of  men  than  mat-  ' 
ters  involving  a  great  principle.     This  was  in  refus-  [ 
irig  the  grafid  cross  of  the  Order  to  the  son  of  the  * 
King  of  Tunis,  a  Moorish  prince,  Who  had  been  con- 
verted to  the  Christian  faith — ^thpijgh  the  application 

VOL.  II.  h,      ' 
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piise  am  produce,  that,  little  mone  tlum.a  centorV' 
sidb8ef|iieiit  to  ^  date  of  tkese  transfeienees,  Englun 
proprietors  were  to  be  fbimd  in  the  sane  islands,. 
Nndio,  from  one  yearls  zcfvenue  of  a  single  plantation^ 
4xnild  have  pakL  tbe  whole  purcfaase^money  which 
the  Maltese  knights  bad  givmi  for  them* 

'  Several  incidents^  military  and  domestic,,  of  » 
less  important  complexion,  which  ooemred  in  tibe 
Onwdmastership  of  Lascaris,  are  pniposely  passed 
over  as  inconsequent  to  a  nanratLTe  pro&snng  only 
to  embrace  the  nobler  adiievements  of  tibe  Order.. 
L«K»ris  died  in  1657 ;  and  the  Ls^^iiiskor,  fintified 
by  a  l^pai  brief  £ramed  to  regulate  the  succession,, 
fonnally  interdicted  thfe'  dectioii  of  the  BaiHff  Martin* 
de  Redin,  one  of  th&  candidates  to- the  vacant  digni- 
ty»  chaiging  him  at  the  same  dme  with  simony  and 
immorahi^*     Faction,  ran  hi^  m  ^  convent ;  but 
Sedin's  paortisans,  piqued  at  AftBestriction  attempted 
to  be  imposed:iqKm  them,  sn^orted  himso  staunchly,, 
that  he  was  declared  duly  diected.     The  Inquisitor 
GBitied  a  prateat  against  Mb  election  to  Rome  ;  but 
th^  Voftf,  considering  it  in^iditic  to  display  di- 
Ktci*  hoat^ty  towards  a  knight  wlio*  enjoyed  the* 
^cial  &your  of  the  court  of  Spam^  not  only  ac- 
haoii^dged  hiniL  as  r^uiaily  dioaen,.  but  compelled, 
the  appellant  to  be  the  hersld  of  his  own  disoom* 
fitnre.     There  is  ample  room  for  BUfipicion,  howw 
esrer,  tiiat  the  diatge  of  simony  wua  not  wholly 
groundless;  for  the  Grandmaster  ifaawed his gisti-* 
tude  to' his  Holiness,  by  conferrii^  aroch  command- 
ery,  and  a  diamond  cross  valued,  at  tiaefane  hundred 
erowns,  on  the  Prior  de  Bidii^  the  prelate's  fim>urite» 
nephew;  and  various  other  eommanderies  wese  suibse^ 
fluently  bestowed  on  other  members  of  Ae  PmtiffV 
&m8;,  in  j^oasvaohitba  of  tbe  statutes  of  the  Or* 


•ilA^HAEL  COTONBR.  267 

4iale  of  Venice  manifested  its  consideration  for  the 
services  of  the  Order,  by  passing  a  decree  that  the 
Imights  should  be  permitted  to  appear  armed  in  every 
|>lace  within  the  territories  of  the  Republic — a  privi- 
■lege  withheld  even  from  its  own  subjects. 

A  malignant  fever,  which  scourged  the  whole  of 
'Malta,  cut  short  the  life  of  the  Grandmaster,  Raphael 
•Cotoner,  in  1663.  His  prudence,  piety,  and  mu- 
nificence, had  won  him  the  admiration  and  affection 
of  the  whole  convent ;  and,  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  Chapter,  his  brother,  Nicholas  Cotoner,  a 
knight  equsdly  distinguished  for  the  qualities  that 
'.constitute  a  great  commander,  was  elected  his  sue- 
ijessor — being  the  only  instance,  save  that  of  the 
Villarets,  of  two  brothers  having  successively  enjoy- 
'«d  the  Grandmastership.  This  knight  had  scarce- 
ly entered  on  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  when 
•he  was  invited  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth  to  engage 
in  a  new  enterprise  against  the  piratical  States  on 
4he  Barbary  coast.  That  puissant  monarch,  fretted 
t>y  the  constant  depredations  committed  on  his  com- 
merce by  the  African  corsairs,  resolved  to  repress 
their  insolence,  by  establishing  a  colony  in  the  heart 
of  their  territories  ;  and  the  Knights  of  Malta  were 
entreated  to  aid  him  in  the  undertaking.  The  Mal- 
tese squadron,  accordingly^  joined  a  French  armament 
under  the  Duke  de  Beaufort  at  Port  Mahon,  from 
'^whence  the  whole  expedition  set  sail  for  the  African 
.«hore  (1664).  The  site  which  the  French  monarch 
had  pitched  upon  fix  his  chief  position  in  the  hos- 
tile country,  was  the  village  of  Gigeri,  a  place  be- 
tween Algiers  and  Bugia,  exactly  fifteen  leagues  from 
each.  It  lay  dose  to  the  sea ;  and,  in  its  immediate 
Yidnity  stood  an  old  castle,  situated  on  the  top  of  an 
'dmost  inaccessiUe  mountain.     The  Christians  dis^ 
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«iBbaiked  wkbeol  oppositioii;  but  no  aooacr  did 
tile  Moon  diacoret  that  theyweie  b«nt  on  eop- 
Mroctug  dMouife  works,  tluiii  tliey  made  sevecai 
hM  attempts  to  dislodge  them;  ajid»  after  some 
sharp  fighting,  ooameUed  the  troops  to  retain  on 
flfaipboard,  with  the  loss,  in  killed  and  prisoners,  of 
fi>ur  hmidied  m«i«  The  nnsoccessfbl  resnk  of  this 
expedition  was  rendered  the  more  galHng  to  Lo«H 
bj  the  loss  of  one  of  the  Adip»  of  war  whidi  made 
part  of  it,  with  several  troc^  of  horse  on  boards  Ab 
to  his  knightly  allien  they  soon  lost  the  leoolkction 
of  the  shnie  uey  had  in  his  dssj^ypoiotmait,  in  the 
achievement  of  fresh  triumphs.  In  the  ioUowing 
year  (i665X  the  knight%  CxainviUe  and  Tremi* 
isonrt,  two  devoted  fiaends»  the  one  commanding  n 
finrty  gun  ship,  the  other  a  frigate  of  twenty-^wp 
guns,  enoovntoed  in  the  Channel  o£  Samoa,  »  Tmj&> 
lah  cai&van,  or  cimwy,  oonsisting  of  ten  ships  and 
twelve  saicka^cA  the  voyage  from  AU«andri»to  Con* 
fitantaiojjew  Notwithstanding  -the  great  diipanty  of 
fiaree,  the  two  knigjbts  intiepidly  bore  down  into  the 
midst  of  the  enemy,  nytnred  £mb  o£  the  richest  ve^ 
sels,  and  etthev  snnk-or  diqiersed  the  rest«  Aboot 
the  same  time,  the  knight  D'Hocquineonrt,  whole 
moored  off  Dolphin  Ishuci4  was  suddenly  beset  1^ 
•  fleet  of  Turkish  gsUies^  eanying  tro<^  to  Can* 
die,  part  of  whom  were  promptly  disembaiked,  and 
assaSed  him  widlt  nnuketry  from  the  shoxe^  whikr  Ae 
flotilla  opened  a  cannonade  fron^  the  aea.  Having 
crippled  the  Maltese  vessel  by  their  fire,  the  Infidek 
attempted  to  easy  her  1^  boarding,  but  wecoxepes^ 
edly  repnWd.  Hooipnacoiift  finf^ht  like  a  Uoot  at 
the  head  of  bin  crew ; .  and  the  Tarkish-  leader,  eor 
ngpd  at  his  ohatinaey,  ordered  a  clear  paaaa^  to  be 
aada  &r  bin  own  galley,  aud  his  roweia  vigorowrfy 


Ynr^if^  tn6i^  ^Afs^  nm  her  wsppcsy  agnnst  tii6  IMwteM 
flibip.  *  This  nmttuvn  endblra  Hoc^ouicouri  to  tsltc 
^Tatititge  of  s  hfeese  whieii  had  just  spnmg  op,  acnd 
•diHet  ihe  land^  leating  bAiild  mnft  $angtxinaify  eri-* 
denee  of  bk  bfsVer^  in  ahiidst  evi6ty  Ttnkidx  gaBey. 
He  himwll  carried  away  with  bim  an  kbnowiUp 
Wbuifd,  and  forty  of  fais  men  W^tee&itt,*  Tliis  il- 
hMett<yi»  kn^t  did  not  long  stifTite  ifais  g&Dant  ac*" 
ik&ih  8t6tSf'9Btnim6s,  }us«Ai)»wa«t;aBt  aWttyin 
Ik  gale,  on  a  rock  near  the  idand  of  Scarpanto ;  and 
be*  perbbed  in  the  wtedt,  dong  wkb  the  kni^t  De 
€hfdle^  Ma  friend,  tAd  bite  btx^dfed  and  seventy 
auerinen^  Eqxnlly  disastrotts  was  ^e  fitte  of  die 
elder  Tremieourt,  brother  of  the  knight  of  the  same 
mtme  reeently  mentioned,  who,  bating  attiicked  two 
rkh  Tfffkif^  merdiantmen  off  the  coase  of  Egypt, 
5)^88  bi^rteliy  wotmded  m  the  beild  by  a  mtMncet^-sbat 
cW  Ms  own  deck,  and  lited  only  long  enough  to  bear 
that  bis  comrade  weie  rietorious.  His  brother, 
"SOitd  with  grief  at  his  ftle,  ssenled  afterwards  to  hate 
Ud  olject  in  Hie  bat  to  avenge  it.  But  while  on  a 
sineeesisfbl  cmise,  bis  Tessel  was  hm^led  by  a  tempest 
€m  the  African  coast,  when  be  unbapp^  M  mto 
the  bands  of  the  Moors,  who,  protMl  of  havii^  cap* 
Ittied  80  redoabb^  a  comrnand^Tf  forwarded  him  to 
the  Bcdtan  at  Adrianople.  Mdnmftied  the  FonfCh, 
wb<y  tb6n  oecopied  the  Ottoman  throne,  wa»  s6  oo^ 
Stated  by  bi^  nobk  presence  and  bearing,-  bis  yootliy 
fdf  he  was  tftiif  twenty-t#o  years  of  i^,  and  the 
tele  of  bk  eS!ploits,  that  be  spared  no  pensuasions 
Id  induce  bite  to  beootne  an  apostate,  and  ent»  bis* 
eervice.  He  etm  tempted  him  with  the  offer  of  the 
fattid  of  «  pfjnoess  of  the  imperial  fihe,  and  the  ntA 
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of  Ci^itaii  Pasha ;  and  when  he  found  persuasion  joC 
no  avail,  had  recourse  to  menaces  and  tortures.  But 
the  fortitude  of  the  Christian  knight  was  equally, 
proof  against  temptation  and  cruelty ;  and  he  pur- 
chased the  crown  of  martyrdom,  as  nobly  as  ever  had. 
done  any  of  his  confreres,  when  their  zeal  burned, 
the  brightest  in  the  olden  time.  Mutilated  in  every* 
limb,  his  head  was  at  length  struck  off,  and  the  bleed- 
ing trunk  cast  into  the  Maritza,  as  unworthy  of  & 
grave. 

In  1667,  the  Turks  made  another  desperate  ef- 
fort to  bring  the  war  in  Candia  to  a  conclusion. 
The  Grand  Vizier  Achmet  repaired  in  person  to  the- 
island,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  fresh  troops^, 
and  laid  siege  to  the  capital,  which  had  long  de- 
fied  every  attempt  to  take  it.  The  Venetians,  on 
their  part,  again  appealed  to  several  Christian  princes 
for  aid ;  and  a  Maltese  armament,  which  was  soon^ 
after  followed  by  powerfol  succoius  from  France, 
Germany,  and  the  l^apsl  States,  was  accordingly 
despatched  to  their  assistance.  A  dilute  as  to  pre« 
cedence  arising  between  the  knights  and  the  Vene- 
t^s,  the  MsJtese  squadron  stood  homeward  again 
without  firing  a  gun.  *  Two  years  afterwards,  how- 
ever, the  knights  again  unfrirled  their  banner  on  the 
Candian  coast;  an^  about  the  same  time»  there  came 
from  Germany  a  company  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
chosen  and  well*anned  soldiers,  furnished  by  the 
Teutonic  knights,  who  once  more  appeared  in  the 
front  of  battle,  side  by  side,  with  their  ancient  ri- 
vals in  renown,  the  chevaliers  of  Saint  John.  The 
Maltese  battalion  employed  in  Candia  at  this  time> 
numbered  four  hundred  men,  and  it  suffered  so 
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severely  in  •  the  memorable  defence  of  the  capi- 
tal, wh^re  it  had  a  very  perilous  post  to  defend^ 
that  its  commander,  the  knight  Hector  de  Fay  la 
Tour  Maubourg,  seeing  the  desperate  situation  of 
affairs,  conceived  himself  justified  in  directing  his  at* 
tention  solely  to  the  safety  of  the  remnant.  He  did 
not  re-embark,  however,  till  the  French,  and  many  of 
the  German  auxiliaries,  had  also  abandoned  the  de- 
voted city,  and  till  every  hope  of  longer  maintaining 
it  was  extinguished,  and  it  had  become  one  vast  and 
pestilent  grave.  The  departure  of  this  small  but 
valiant  band  of  knights  led  to  an  immediate  capitu- 
lation (1669)  ;  and  thus,  after  a  war  of  unexampl- 
ed ferocity,  which  lasted  twenty-five  years,  and  in 
which  many  illustrious  commanders  fi-om  various 
countries  of  Christendom  perished,  did  one  of  the 
most  impregnable  fortresses  in  the  world,  and  the^ 
wh(^e  island  in  which  it  was  situated,  pass  into  the. 
hands  of  the  conquering  Ottoman.  Had  not  other 
quarrels  conspired  to  distract  the  Sultan's  attention, 
and  divide  his  army  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time, 
not  even  the  generous  valour  which  animated  the 
many  gallant  adventurers  who  fought  in  behalf  of 
die  Rq>ublic  could  have  saved  Candia  from  an  ear-; 
lier  &te.  The  details  of  the  siege  of  the  coital  are. 
in  a  great  measure  foreign  to  this  narrative,  other-*- 
^dse  they  would  form  a  striking  parallel  to  the  sieges 
pf  Rhodes  and  Malta.  A  more  resolute  resistance, . 
or  a  series  of  more  heroic  deeds,  the  historian  has^ 
nffely  chronicled.  * 

'  *  Sir  P^ral  Rycttat  states,  in  his  contmuatioii  of  KndDesN 
'^kiah  History,  that  a  Captain  Scot,  a  native  of  ScotUndy 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Turks  in  this  war,  and  ransomed  by. 
the  English  factory  at  Smyrna.  The  same  historian  also  men- 
tMuw  with  honour  an  English  captain,  called  Anand.  A  part' 
of  the  forti&utioos  of  Csodia  was  styled  the  Scottish  Foit* 
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Th»  Mjntuluion  of  C*ndia  l^d  to 
traoty  of  ]j«M  between  TuAey  md  the  Vvm 
npultlic.     This  even(  gave  tlio  GrandmiMer  e 
dembie  uiieusineHs ;  ibr,  comwous  how  inde£ 
e  IikI  liboami  to  cirmniveiit  tiie  Turk  i 

>r  the  snbjiigation  of  the  iaUiiil,  nnil  | 
■Cly  h«  had  harBSsed  his  coast*  witli 
I  inrofMls,  hu  felt  die  gMatest  ^prehennim  tiM 
I   ikBxt  explftit  uf  tfie  Ottotmui  utiik  would  be  i 
I   uck  on  Malta.     To  IwflUe  such  an  meiuft. 
y'lUd  on  eminent  Italian  engineer,  naned  Val 
3  villi  the  islmd  ;  and,  under  his  superinlendl 
n  enclosure   called  the  CotoiKT  Was  added  l' 
fonlficiUioM  (1670).     ITiia  imninHe  wi^ 
lie  ^ort  of  tlire«  tnilee  111  length,  and  c 
nine  bostion*  and  two  dciTii-lwisiion^,  com 
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the  heighte  wliitli  <<  <<  i<-< 

of  buth  ploeea ;  win  i^*^ 

ly  exienjtive  lo  eaiiiaiii  il-    ■■■ii^.l     i,  .imlsi 

H,   with   their   cattle  iirnl   i-ffbcl!!.      Ill*  C 
er  wa»  generally  blamc<l  for  tlic  m^iit 
indey^kiiig,  m  iiiw>m]intib>e  whh  the 
r  the  Urdvr:  hat  he  holdly  cominvneed  the  wo«t[;fl 
I  continued   to  cany  it  on  onrntvnnittingly  for'1 
T  ymra.     At  tlie  end  of  that  period,  die  tcital  e  ' 
r  tiim  of  the  treoenry  occaaioned  it  to  tw  diseof 
d  thirty  yeant  eUp«cd  Iwfore  any  fimhcr  n 
[  were  adopted  kt  Ha  eeiiiplellou.     Additinns  ^ 
a  La  Horinnm  aii  advanced  w«k  ) 
I  tiwBDed  in  the  yaudmwtewbip  nf  Le«cin«^  f 
I  defence  of  Valctta;  nnd  n  new  fori,  coiled  Ria 
la  erected  on  die  hcadlnnd  which  mmnuiid 
l|)0i:4>    -Al,  llv^ 
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taltcm»  was  built  on  the  island  in  Port  Musceik 
This  institationy  however,  did  not  preserye  the  isl- 
and  firom  a  visitadon  from  the  plague,  a  few  yean 
afterwards,  whidi  swept  off  thousands*  and  ahnost 
unmanned  the  gallses. 

The  suppression  of  the  Order  in  England,  m  die 
Teign  of  Heniy  the  Eighth,  has  been  mentioned  in 
its  proper  place.  From  that  time  forward,  the  in** 
teroourse  between  the  convent  and  that  country  suf- 
iered  a  pomanent  interruption,  and  the  knights 
.eoidd  scarcely  be  expected  to  entertain  any  frigid- 
dbip  towards  a  nation  whioh  had  treated  them  with 
80¥erity  and  inpMtiee ;  yet^  in  1675,  Wien  Cliaries 
the  Second  dedaied  war  i^ainst  TripoK,  and  sent 
an  expedition  to  chastise  that  piratical  state  for  a 
succession  of  depredations  on  his  commercei  the 
ports  of  Malta  were  thrown  open  for  the  reeeptioft 
g£  his  fleet,  and  supplies  of  all  hinda  were  promptly 
tendered*  TlwEn^isb  monarch  afterwards  gralefiittf 
Mknowkdged  this  ho^ali^. 
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CHAPTER  Vra. 

•  ^ 

'Expedition  to  the  Mbrea^JEmbassy*from  Mtueia — Thefifi' 
-  tifitsatiane  of  Malta  preatiy  Mtrengthened—^Mevolt  of  tke 
daoes — JgnobU  tubsermency  of  the  Order-^The  MaUeee 
GaUies —  Grandnuutership  ofDe  Rohan — JSarthquake  in 
Sicily — Effects  of  the  French  Revolution — Rapacity  of 
'  the  Republican  Goeemment — Munifuxnee  of  the  Rnitian 
Czar, 

The  Grandmaster  Nicholas  Cotonery  died  in  168£H 
^d  was  succeeded  by  Gregory  Cara£^  a  Neapor 
Utan — ^the  only  Italian. knight  who  had  been  ele<ied 
to  the  supreme  dignity  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  years.  In  the  course  of  the  nine  years  during 
which  he  held  the  reins  of  government,  the  flag  of 
Saint  John  was  repeatedly  triumj^iant  on  the  Tudk- 
ish  coast.  Austria  and  Turkey  were  at  that  time 
engaged  in  a  sanguinary  and  desperate  conflict,  which 
had  led  to  the  invasion  of  the  Imperial  territories, 
and  the  investment  of  Vienna  itself  by  a  formidable 
Turkish  army.  With  the  aid,  however,  of  the  illus- 
trious John  Sobieski,  the  hero  of  Poland,  the  Infi« 
dels  were  repulsed  from  its  gates  with  prodigioas 
slaughter,  which  encouraged  several  Christian  states 
to  confederate,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  wir 
direct  into  the  Ottoman  territories  (1684).  Hie 
Maltese  knights,  the  Pope,  and  the  VenetiaaSy  wcro 
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|»rtie9  to  this  league ;  and  their  respective  squadrons 
soon  spread  consternation  along  the  shores  of  Bar/ 
bary  and  the  Morea.     Prevesa  and   the  island  of 
Santa  Maura  M^re  taken  by  the  kni^ts  ;  and  the 
combined   fleets    afterwards    attacked    Coron,   and* 
carried  it  a!ker  a  stout  resistance.     Old  and  New- 
Navarino,  Modon,  and  Napoli  de  Romania,  were' 
successively  besieged  and  taken ;  but  the  last  named 
place  did  not  open  its  gates  till  after  it  had  been  be^*" 
sieged  a  whole  month.     The   Seraskier  made  re^' 
peated  attempts  to  relieve  it,  but  was  thrice  routed 
^nder  its  walls.    Nineteen  knights,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  Maltese  soldiers,  perished  in  these  combats.' 
In  1687,  the  confederates  made  a  descent  on  the* 
Dalmatian  coast,  and  took  Castel  Nuovo,  a  position 
which  gave  to  Venice  the  command  of  the  commerce 
of  the  Adriatic.     In  this  service  the  Maltese  knights'^ 
deported  themselves  so  gallantly,  that  the  Pope,  In- 
nocent the    Eleventh,   publicly   congi^tulated    the- 
Grandmaster  on  their  conduct.     These  triumphs, 
however,  were  counterbalanced  by  a  bloody  check' 
which  they  sustained,  in  common  vdth  their  alUes,  be--^ 
fore  the  fortress  of  Negropont,  in  1689.     Twenty-*- 
Bine  of  the  bravest  knights  fell  there  in  an  unsucces-' 
ful  assault ;  and  the  Grandmaster  was  so  deeply  af-' 
flicted  by  their  loss,  that  distress  of  mind,  combin- 
ed with  severe  bodUy  ailments,  hurried  him  to  the*^ 
tottjb  (1690). 

-  Carafia  was  succeeded  by  Adrian  de  Vignacourt, ' 
a  kinsman  of  that  Alof  de  Vignacotirt,  who,  nearly 
a  eentury  before,  had  enjoyed  the  same  dignity,  with' 
so  much  honour  to  himself  and  glory  to  the  Order. 
The  sanguinary  conflicts  in  which  the  Order  had 
been  engaged  under  his  predecessor,  had  swept  off  tf- 
lai^e  portion  of  the  male  population  of  thenslands. 
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wUch  wtn,  m  eonaeqneticey  filed  with  wiiows'an^ 
ttphans,  who  had  to  sttffer  th?  miseries  of  destitiH 
tion  in  addition  to  their  irrepaiable  lose.  Through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  GnoidnuNBtfiry  a  ftmd  was 
subscribed  for  their  support-— an  incddent  taijue  ho- 
noumble  to  hia  memory  than  if  he  had  died  the  vic-^ 
tpr  of  an  hundred  fights. 

In  1692,  the  Maltese  squadron^  hi  G9mbiaatioi> 
with  the  Papal  gaUies  and  a  Venetian  aztnament* 
made  a  descent  on  Candia,  and  laid  siege  to  the  im- 
Boitant  fortress  of  Caneat  bvt  at  the  end  of  twenty*^ 
ft>or  days,  the  besi^gws  were  forced  to  abandon  the 
eoteipriseandtheisluid..  InthefojObwingyear^llth 
January  1693^»  Malta  was  i^aken  by  an  earth^piake^ 
the  osoHation&of  whidb  continued  with  more  or  less^ 
wleayoe  for  three  days,  and  laid  several  binldings  in 
ruins.  The  same  shodcs  were  felt  in  Sicily  with 
still  greater  violence^  and  Ae  town  of  AagoBtti  was 
abnost  wholly  destroyed.  No  sooner  was  intinuK 
tion  of  this  disaster  reoeiW  at  Malta,  than  a  aqua- 
dron  was  despatched  with  sni^iliss  to  die  hous^eea 
inbalMtants-- «  proof  that  the  cfiirit  of  bmevolence 
and  mercy  stSl  had  its  residenee  in  Ae  convent,-  and 
that  the  title  of  IKospiteUer  was  net  yei;  become  a& 
unmerited  designatieo. 

Adrian  de  YignaeovM  diadin  1697,  aaid  Eaf- 
UKmd  PersttoB  de  Roceafid,  an  ArragooMa  hoi^V 
was  elected  Garandmaster  in  his  stead.  In  the  se^ 
odud  year  6t  his  administKitiony,  the  Order  was  gra- 
tified by  firiendly  owrtoiesfrom  Peter  the  fust,  £m-* 
perof  of  Rueaiai  tendered  tltfon^  the.  medium  of  an 
ambaiSBiader,  who  visttod  the  island  in  a  style  of  piinee^ 
Ij  niagnifiqemM^  9tid  was  received  mik  marked  dis* 
WQtion  by  the.  ooniBieAL.    This  Boyaid.  was.  named. 


tp.  4^^  (^jKi4iQi6ter  and  the  knight^  p^WElM  biOh 
s^  IM  anived  firom  the  hvperboraim  pple,  to  pi»y 
hoo^a^j^tPthe  heroes  of  th^  <4ui€h*militaiit — 4he  Mal- 
tese knights.  The  aout^  mind  oi  Peter  had  discover* 
e^  ^fr  policy  of  ibmung  a  friendly  alliantce  with  a  b^. 
temityy  which,  for  five  c^turies,  had  been  in  a  state* 
of  cp^ataot  wfir&re  with  the  Tuvka— 4us  heceditaiy 
advemrjea;  andh^hoped^l^thiaiXMssiony  to  li^th» 
foondat^n  of  an  intercourse  which  shoidd  render 
the  knights  his  staunch  au;ipliarie8,  whenkeyer  he  and 
tJ^  Sulta^  wer9  at  vaiiance.  There  is  even  roonv 
f<^  euppicion  th»t  h&  oont^iM^aM  ^  league  with  the^ 
k^igbtSi  as  likely  to  secpre  hiiax  aqtro^ghold  in  the^ 
IVJedit^nanean ;  wd  tbaits.  blended  with  the  adiuiva** . 
tigo  of  thdirre^wuK  which  he  could  not  fiol  to  en*' 
ter^iuy  wai^  a  dfiep  and.mighly  sqhemeof  self-aggran- 
4i9mei»«i^  Be  thU  es  it  xnay>  the.  ki^bts  felt  ex«. 
ofgdii^^y  flat|iwed  by  his  eondeseensiQp.  His  envoy 
wuR  loaded  w^  hoopun  while  he  remai^^  on  thie 
iaNd;  a^d  when  he. quitted  it^  bid  dopMlufe  waa^. 
c^m!^  wMh  (dl  thi^poi«f»  and  eircujaoatanw  be- 
cQPWPg  the  &re«ttll  of  the  a^^iQ^dited  mwenger  of  a. 
puissant  prince. 

The  Grandmaater^ap  of  PB«ello9».  hk^  thai  of  so» 
veinl  of  hiie  imTpadii^  predeoesaarsy  waa  distowbeA 
by  the  fiiptioiui  iftfyiguw,  of  t}if^  fin^itioua  church"  . 

xm^  wtioi  #f  inquisitors  found  9ieau3  to  establish* 
themselves  within  his  territories.     They  bore  with.  • 
impatience'  the  8i;^ranacy  of  the  .knightly  and  spared 
nffitbec  the  arts  of  per£idy»  nor  oi  superstitiouy  to 

•  Voltaire  calia  luqi<  Sliereiii«^.  In  bis  cx^dentiiJa,  at  prm(«> 
ed  ia  the  C^iex  Zibj^gM.  of  gkbagtijia  Paolo,  ha  i»  luoMd  «a^ 
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lichieve  their  ends*     The  arrogance  of  the  Grand  In- 
quisitor Delci  at  length  became  so  intolerable,  that, 
finding  his  authority  openly  contemned  and  usurped,* 
the  Grandmaster  appealed  to  the  Pope,  and  the  de- 
cision of  his  Holiness  restored  something  like  tran- 
quillity ;  but  the  presumptuous  priest  was  permitted 
to  escape  unpunished.     During  the  twenty-two  years 
Perellos  remained  in  power,  no  event  of  great  his- 
toric importance  was  recorded  in  the  archives  of  the- 
Order.     No  year  passed,  it  is  true,  without  being " 
marked  by  some  naval  triumph ;  but  these  were  prin- 
cipally conflicts  between  single  ships ;  and,  though 
highly  honourable  to  the  Maltese  mg,  and  disastrous 
to  its  enemies,  were  not^  of  the  same  significance 
as  those  grand  combats  and  expeditions  in  which  - 
whole  fleets  had  been  engaged.     But  though  the 
flag  of  Saint  John  was  almost  invariably  victorious, 
it  could  not  in.  ^vMy  instance  command  fortrme. 
On  one  occasion,  the  Bailiff  de  Spinola,  general  of 
the  gallies,  a  veteran  knight,  after  seeing  his  brother 
mortally  wounded  at  his  side,  was  run  foui  of  by  a 
Turkish  vessel  with  which  he  had  Engaged,  when 
his  galley  sustained  such  injury,  that  she  was  cast 
away  in  a  fierce  gale  which  unduckily  sprung  up  at 
the  moment.     Spinola  himself  was  saved  through 
the  intrepidity  of  the  commander  de  Javon,  captain  ' 
of  another  galley ;  bift  his  brave  deliverer,  along  with 
three  knights  and  seventy  of  his  crew,  unfortuiiateiy  ' 
perished.  *  *  - 

'•  Vertot  and  Boisgelln  diflfer  in  regard  to  this  dkastcr 
Tlid'  former  says  that  it  wiub  Javon's  galley^  that  was  cast  atray 
and  that  he  was  drowned  ;  the  latter,  that  it  was  the  Admi- 
rai  Vho  was  wrecked',*  and  that^  knights  unA  600  men  pef wf- 
edPin  the  battle  and  in  the  storm  tog^Aet.  Thilve ^followed  * 
V'ertot,  as  far  as  respects  the  death  of  Javon,  and  the  extell^of - 
the  disaster.  2 
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.  JB4>r  ^nearly  a  oentiiry,  the  Maltese  navy  had  been 
^beMning  in  magnitude ;  and  anxious  to  restore  it  to 
its  former  strength,  the  Grandmaster  Perellos  suo- 
(seasfidly  exerted  himself  to  provide  a  squadron  of 
dacked  war-ships^  of  a  size  gceady  sup^or  to  the 
gaUlieSy  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  the 
Qievalier  de  Saint  Pierre^  a  gallani  Norman  knight.  * 
ThoB  squadron  afterwards  emulated  that  of  the  gal- 
lies  in  the  wake  of  gloiy ;  and  in  1710,  its  comman- 
«kry  the  Chevalier  de  Langon,  fell  .in  the  arms  of  vio- 
tory,  after,  having  gaUandy  defeated  the  admiral  of 
Algiers. 

The  Grandmaster  Peidlos  died  in  1720,  leaving  be- 
faiiid  him.  various  useful  public  works  as  monuments  of 
his  tianqml  and  honourable  reign.  He  was  succeed* 
ed  by  Mark  Anthony  Zondocbn,  a  Siennese  knight 
of  iUustiious  birth,  and  in  every  respect  worthy  of 
the  sn{tteme  dignity,  which  he  assumed  amid  the 
acclamations  of  the  whole  Qonvent.  Two  large  cor» 
sails  were  brou^t  into  the  port  as  prizes  in  the 
midst  of  the  rejoicings  that  followed  his  election ; 
aad  the  happy  omen  was  soon  after  strengthened  by 
the  capture  of  an  Algerine  ship  of  war,  carrying 
ei^ity  guns  and  five  nundred  men.  But  Zondo- 
dni  did  not  long  eiyoy  a  station  which  he  was  so 
vnell  qualified  to  adorn.  He  was  cut  off  by  gangrene 
in  the  diird  year  of  his  Gxandmastership  ;  and  An* 
thony  Manuel  de  Yillena,  a  Portugese  knight  of  the 
language  of  Castile,  was  dected  in  his  stead  (1722). 
Yillena  came  into  office  under  circumstances 
scarcely  less  auspicious  than  his  immediate  predeces* 


•  He  WW  hnniber  of  the  oekbratf>d  Ahb^  de  Saint  Pierre, 
and  autbor  oC  Ze  frojeet  pour  exHrper  Us  Cortairea  de  JBar^ 
harift,  publiilifld  along  with  ibat  aa^or's  works. 

rou  II.  *$ 
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He  hnil  fiUod  vnrioiDi  subanlinntc  poats  wilh 
t  fionour.  Slid  hiul  npcotrcUf  proved  his  nluur,^ 
tiled  Ilia  bloird  iTi  upholding  the  S^  of  lli«  ( 
Dating  div  CirandinaUenlup  of  PereUofi,  the 
Tvnt  had,  aiatt  tluui  uiiue,  been  daruted  by  a  n 
thai  lui  iinniciiKe  nnnnment   wm  ei|ni}^iiig   at  C 
suiitifio|)lG,  for  tile  parpoac  of  making  xii  IL 
on  Malta ;  aiid  botli  lliat  GraiiiluiaKter,  uid  liiiril 
ngwui  Zondodorii  had  Ktreiigtliuiicd  the  wenkerfl 
1   of  tiic  fbnificadtins,  lo  giurd  againxt  die  Uxn 
I   ed  dcacDiil.       ViUcna,   foKiramed  by  n    re 
t'  of  tllc  rumour,  adopted  gimilar  pKrautiaioK. 
I  aaegoilinii,  u  considerable  Ibrt  Hia  «recl«d  <. 
lilU«  islet  «f  Mitnit  Muwutt,  wbich  tite  Tnrk^ 
fbuiid  a  inott  advuntageous  jioBitiun  at  ibe  t' 
tJic  gteal  «i(^ge,  while  >  nu^ilicuiit  wfiea  of  i 
HUM  udilvil  to  the  luniliTBnl  defiinceii  of  ills  n 
I  The  fort  ill  Fort  Muactit  is  Mill  calkd  Fxn  >U 
ir  of  its  founder ;  for,  like  most  of  h 
I,  ViQunu  cuuld  not  resist  the  dfe* 
curini;  hiMorical  immortality  l>y  n 
inuitari  but,  tliough  one  of  bis  tihim 
KUiwed  uii  the  othiT  eu^rb  bulwarin'^ 
nndur  his  Muperintendeum,  that  of  tlie  m 
L  planiiMl  dwm  ^udily  snperiieded  it,  and  the  "I 


I  cndontro  is 

L  f^ond  effecls  of  thwi-  pri'r; 


I   the  plir, 

I  |iwel  ul  : 


>m]' 


■  tlie  Flamna.  i 
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tiAtion  that  ultimately  ended  in  a  formal  trace  be** . 
tween  the  Sultan  and  the  Order  (1723).   The  prin* . 
cipal  stipulations  of  the  treaty  were,  that  the  slaves  ; 
on  both  sides  should  be  exchanged — that  the  truce . 
should  last  twenty  years*— that  the  piratical  States  of. 
Barbary  should  not  be  included  in  it — that  the  M^-^ 
tese  should  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the  French, 
in  the  Sultan's  dominions— and  that  the  treaty  should 
be  null  the  moment  any  Christian  potentate  went  to 
war  with  him.     The  knights  defended  this  arrange* 
ment,  on  the  argument,  that  it  would  enable  them  the 
better  to  suppress  the  corsairs  who  swarmed  on  thei 
African  coast ;  but,  thou^  the  treaty  was  popular. 
at  Constantinople,  the  machinations  of  several  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Turkish  navy,,  rendered  it 
void,  and  it  never  was  ratified. 

The  Grandmaster  died  in  1736,  and  was  succeed* 
ed  by  Raymond  Despuig,  a  Majorcan  knight,  whose 
short  reign  of  little  more  than  four  years,  embraced 
no  event  worthy  of  being  chronicled.  Emanuel 
Pinto  de  Fonseca,  his  successor,  was  descended  from 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  families  in  Portugal ;  and, 
though  his  Grandmastership  was  distinguished  by  nq 
memorable  military  exploits,  the  annals  of  the  Order^ 
nevertheless,  describe  it  as  long,  prosperous,  and 
glorious.  By  the  Maltese,  he  was  regarded  as  a 
wise  and  beneficent  prince  ;  and  such  was  the  esti* 
motion  in  which  he  was  held  by  foreign  states,  ths^ 
the  Genoese,  finding  the  island  of  Corsica  a  troubls* 
fiome  appanage,  in  consequence  of  the  inhabitants 
•pertinaciously  refusing  to  submit  to  their  laws,  conr 
lemplated  at  one  tune  ceding  it  to  the  Order. 
France,  however,  had  long,  cherished  the  project  of 
.uniting  Corsica  to  her  dominions ; .  and  the  machinar 
.tiotts  of  her  statesmen,  conjomed  with  pcud^utiAl 


conswlentioiia  on  ^e  jisrt  ot  the  kni^t^,  who  fi 
saw  that  Eiich  an  scquuition  would  tatha  ""ftL 
tbtui  fitnMigtb«it  their  intiuEnce,  and  inevitality  I 
bruil  tlieni  iii  European  politics,  prevented  tho  <r 
ptetion  of  my  such  anangeiuent. 
I       But,  Uiougli  vcnentcJ  both  at  home  aiid  a 
[  Pinto,  like  all  hia  preilvcBssors,  hod  liia  owi 
I  of  public  cares  to  harass  him ;  and,  strznga  t< 
I  tliey  onginai«d  in  tliat  very  mnenity  of  disp 
[  wliich  mitde  his  suhjeeis  bluMi  hia  joke.     Tli 
I  ness  of  Ilia   ^v«mineiit   exl^Mided  evvn  lu  t 
I  bamcdon  alaves,  wlioin  lh«  Order  held  in  b 

1  who  aninuTited  tu  about  four  tlioiutand.  | 
I  these,  only  a  very  email  number  were  snbjcpci 
I  wnfinement.    ay  fax  the  greater  portion  oujoyc 
I  most  perfect  liberty,  and  were  nteived  as  cua£ 
1  tial  domestics  into  the  hooEehohls  of  the  knighl^ 
]  Grundrnsstcr  not  exccptcil,  who  treated  thinnij 
indulgence,  and  generaBy  fouml  r 
I  BerYiceable  and  faithful.    But  dav«ry  is  abbot 
[  thd  natun:  uf  man  ;  and  Uie  bondimum,  Okmi^ 
I  chain  thai  fEtters  )um  nuiy  be  alniu<jt  inviaBile,  1 
I  not  the  less  ardently  to  huKt  it  onindcr.    It  hia 
I  ed  that  a  Turkish  galley  was  brought  into  Mai 

'  e  Christian  slaves  who  niitnned  her,  wbo  htA  ■ 

I  upon  thdr  Moslem  officers  while  at  sea,  aD<l  sabi^ 

I  ilieir  authority.     Amung  the  Turks  thus 

a  tlic  Pa&lia  of  Rhodei,  n  man  of  greid  i> 

hia  own  cumitTV  ;  and  the  CinmdniaiACT,  aii^ 

ft4a  pr<niitiAte  the  French,  who  weid  on  &icnd!y  H 

I  With  the  Snlioa,  iinniEdiatoly  consigned  ttiis  ttt* 

uislied  prisoner  to  the  French  iijinist«T  at  lun  a 

Ilia  cmiDred  the  Pashn  the  treannvat  barfiuii^  « 

"Uhlghntnlion.   lie  was  lodged  in  Bpa1ac«M' 
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weie  restored  to  him — a  priacely  allowance  was  made 
to  liquidate  his  expenses — and,  as  a  proof  of  gene- 
rous confidence,  he  was  permitted  to  receive  the  ho^ 
mage  of  the  Turkish  slaves.     Among  these  was  a 
negro— -the  very  man  whose  treachery  had  reduced 
the  Pasha  to  a  state  of  bondage.     This  wretch,  con* 
ceiving  himself  indifferently  rewarded  for  his  former 
treason,  and  stimulated  by  that  love  of  desperate  em- 
prise, which  either  leads  to  the  highest  dignities,  or 
to  a  dishonoured  grave,  formed  the  daring  project  of 
subverting  the  government  of  the  knights,  and  of  ren? 
dering  the  Sultan  forever  his  debtor,  by  putting  him 
in  possession  of  Malta.     The  Pasha  eagerly  agreed 
to  promote  the  scheme,  and,  assisted  by  one  or  two 
active  auxiliaries,  gradually  concocted  a  most  for- 
midable conspiracy ;  and  that,  too,  in  so  secret  a 
manner,  that  no  Christian  on  the  island  had  even  a 
suqiicion  of  its  existence.     The  conspirators  fixed 
on  the  festival  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  as  the 
fittest  time  to  carry  their  designs  into  execution.    On 
that  day,  it  was  customary  for  the  populati6n  of  Va- 
letta  to  repair  in  crowds  to  the  Cite  Notable;  an4 
it  was  arranged,  that,  at  the  hour  of  the  siesta,  when 
all  who  remained  within  the  walls  were  Ukely  to  be 
overcome  with  heat  and  sleep,  the  principal  posts 
should  be  stormed,  and  a  massacre  commenced.     A 
slave,  .who  held  a  confidenti>Al  situation   near  the 
Grandmaster's  person,  was  instructed  to  enter  Pin- 
ters chamber,  decapitate  liim  in  his  slumber,  and  in- 
sdtantly  exhibit  the  bleeding. bead  in  the  grand  balco- 
ny of  the  palace,  as  a  signal  for  the  skves  of  |;he 
other  kni^ts  to  follow  his  example.     The  leaders  of 
die  insurrection  &lt  secure,  that»  in  the  mid^t  of  jbh§ 
panic  which,  these  murders  would  inevitably  create, 
th^  would  carry  the  gates,  dte  arsenal,  the  cavaliers, 
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and  Fort  St  Elmo ;  and,  once  in  possession  of  these, 
they  did  not  despair  of  holding  out  till  a  fleet  £rooi 
Barbary,  which  they  knew  to  be  at  sea,  and  aware 
of  their  project,  should  appear  oS  the  harbour.    This 
deep-laid  plot  was  discovered  just  in  time  to  prevent 
its  explosion.     In  a  moment  of  ungovernable  pas- 
sion, aggravated  by  the  Amies  of  wine  and  opium, 
the  negro  quarrelled  with  a  young  Persian,  a  soldier 
in  the  Grandmaster's  guard,  who  was  ^in  his  confi- 
dence, and  attempted  to  poniard  him ;  but  the  youth 
fortmiately  escaped  the  deadly  steel,  and,  trembling 
at  the  danger  he  had  encountered,  lost  not  a  moment 
in  disclosing  the  whole  conspiracy.   A  Jew,  in  whose 
house  the  quarrel  had  originated^  and  who  was  also 
a  party  to  the  plot,  instigated  by  his  wife,  who  had 
overheard  part  of  the  altercation,  likewise  came  forward 
to  secure  his  own  safety,  by  denouncing  the  negro ; 
and  the  latter,  being  promptly  apprehended,  a  tribu- 
nal was  summoned  to  take  cognizance  of  his  treason. 
The  sable  ruffian  not  only  boldly  confessed  his  crime, 
but  impeached  several  accomplices,  who,  in  ^eir 
turn,  implicated  others.     At  first,  the  Pasha's  name 
was  held  sacred  by  the  whole  body  of  conspirators ; 
but,  in  the  end,  he  was  accused  as  the  lever  of  the 
plot  ;    and,    had    it  not  been   that   he   was  on- 
der  the  protection  of  France,  he  would  have  been 
torn   to  pieces  by  the   infiiriated   populace.     He 
was  kept  in  strict  confinement  during  the  remain- 
der of  his   stay  on   the  island,  and  between  fifty 
and   sixty,    some  accounts   say  one   hundred  and 
twenty-five,  of  his  accomplices  expiated  their  criffle 
by  death.      The  modes  of  their  death  were  truly 
terrible.     Some  were  burned  alive,  some  were  broken 
on  the  wheel,  and  some  were  torn  to  pieces  by  four 
gallies   rowing   different  ways,   and  each  bringuig 
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•off  a  limb.  *  The  annals  of  Malta  state,  that  seve« 
ral  of  thein>  and,  among  others,  the  negro  and  the 
Pasha's  secretary,  became  converts  to  the  Christian 
•faith  immediately  before  they  were  delivered  over  to 
-the  executioner,  and  that  they  died  with  manifest  signs 
.of  penitence  ;  while  those  who  clung  to  the  £uth  of 
•their  ancestors,  met  the  mortal  blow  as  the  wolf 
.does,  without  a  quiver  or  a  groan. 

The  Grandmastership  of  Pinto,  whom  an  Eng- 
lish traveller  of  the  day  described  as  a  clear-head- 
ed, sensible,  little  old  man  of  ninety,  was  lengthened 
•to  thirty-two  years.  Tranquil  and  prosperous  as  his 
reiga  was,  it  was  fatal  to  the  independence  of  the  Or- 
der, which  lapsed  gradually  under  the  supremacy  of 
France^  and  was  contented  to  owe  to  the  diplomatic 
artifices  of  that  power,  the  immunity  from  Turkish 
aggression,  which,  in  former  days,  its  own  good 
swords  had  won. 

The  indolence  of  the  Moslems  their  natural  ene- 
mies, had  been  more  fatal  to  them  than  the  bolts 
and  scimitars  of  Turkish  war.  ^'  The  struggle,"  says 
Sonnini,  speaking  of  a  somewhat  latter  date,  ^^  had 
dwindled  into  a  phantom,  of  which  some  pitiful  ex- 
peditions of  corsairs  kept  up  the  shadow.  The  ca- 
ravans or  cruises  of  ^e  gallies  were  now  nothing 
but  parties  of  pleasure  to  and  irom  the  delicious 
havens  of  Sicily ;  the«defience  of  those  superb  ram- 
parts, the  monuments  of  the  glory  of  the  Order,  and 
of  their  enemy's  shame,  was  confided  to  foreign  and 
mercenary  soldiers ;  and  that  social  energy,  which 
had  made  one  of  the  greatest  empires  of  the  imiverse 
to  tremble,  was  no  longer  exemplified  except  in  the 
sparks  of  courage  struck  from  a  few  individuals."  f 

*  Brydone—Tour  through  Sicily  and  Malta. 
f  Trav.  in  Egypt. 
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In  gratitude  for  the  serrices  of  France,  in  tcvesU 
ing  invasion  from  their  island,  the  Maltese  gailies 
made  an  expedition  to  the  eoast  of  Africa  along  with 
the  French  fleet,  and  assisted  to  hombard  several  pi- 
ratical ports,  but  to  small  purpose.     This  was  the 
only  military  exploit  thai  distinguished  Pinto's  reign; 
and  it  may  be  said  to  hare  also  been  the  last  enter- 
prise the  Maltese  squadron  was  ever  engaged  in. 
From  that  date,  its  feats  were  confined  to  the  cruises 
of  a  few  privateers ;  but  still,  such  is  the  force  of  okl 
impressions,  the  Maltese  name  eontinued  so  fonnid** 
able  in  the  Turkish  seas,  that  the  appearance  of  the 
smallest  felucca  carrying  the  flag  of  the  Order,  dif- 
frised  terror  along  the  African  and  Asiatic  ooastSi 
Of  the  gallics,  as  they  existed  at  this  date,   Sonnini, 
who  beheld  them  in  port,  has  frunished  die  follow* 
ing  superb  description.     "  They  were  «nned,  or 
rather  embarassed,    with  an  incredible  number  of 
hands  ;  the  general  alone  had  eight  hundred  men  on 
board.   They  were  superbly  ornamented ;  gold  biased 
on  the  numerous  basso-relievos  and  sculptures  on  the 
stem  ;  enormous  sails,  striped  with  blue  and  whiter 
carried  on  their  middle  a  great  cross  of  Malta,  paint* 
ed  red.     Their  elegant  flags  floated  majestically.   In 
a  word,    every  thing  concurred,  when  they  were 
under  sail,  to  render  it  a  m^puficent  ^>ectacle.  But 
their  construction  was  little  adapted  eidier  for  fight- 
ing,  or  for  standing  foul  weather.     The  Order  kept 
them  up  rather  as  an  image  of  its  ancient  splendour, 
than  for  their  utility.     It  was  one  of  those  andent 
institutions  ^^lich  had  once  served  to  render  the 
brotherhood  illustrious,  but  now  only  attested  its 
selfishness  and  decay."  * 

•  Trav.  in  Egypt 


Kato  died  in  1773,  and  was  succeeded  by  Francis 
^Jioineneft  de  Taxada,  an  aged  and  superaimiiated 
kn^ht.  During  the  two  years  that  he  survived  his 
election,  his  peaee  was  broken  by  seditious  cabal^ 
Ibmented-by  the  priests,  who  were  incessantly  plot* 
ting  to  subvert  his  authority,  and  who,  at  las^  sup> 
ported  by  a  body  of  Maltese,  most  of  them  men  of 
« tusbulent  and  infiunous  character,  and,  as  some 
writes  assert,  by  the  secret  agents  of  Catherine  the 
Second  of  Russia,  *  who,  like  her  ]»edeces8or 
Peter  the  Great,  had  an  anxious  desire  to  establish 
herself  in  the  Mediterranean,  broke  out  into  open 
revolt.  Four  hundred  rebels  suddenly  posseted 
themselves  of  Fort  Saint  Elmo ;  but  the  knights^ 
led  by  the  Baili£P  de  Rohan,  promptly  retook  it, 
and  the  ringleaders  were  delivered  over  to  justice. 
The  Grandmaster,  however,  never  recovered  the 
shock  which  he  sustained  on  this  occasion,  and  soon 
after  died. 

The  Bailiff  Emanuel  de  Rohan,  of  the  language  c^ 
France,  succeeded  Ximenes  as  Grandmaster  (17 75)^ 
He  was  descended  from  one  of  the  most  ancient  and 
most  illustrious  &milies  of  that  country,  f  and  had 
passed  his  youth  in  honourable  service  at  the  courts 
of  Spain  and  Parma,  which  career  he  ultimately 
abandoned,  from  a  love  of  independence,  to  bec(»ne 
a  simple  Maltese  knight.  One  of  his  first  acts  ajR;er 
his  elevation,  was  to  strengthen  ^  executive  go* 

*  Mirabeau. 

f  M.  Chateaubriand  (the  author  of  Atala)  is  descended  from 
tills  gpreat  house  of  Bretagne,  if  the  Dictionnaire  Veridique 
may  be  relied  on.  The  Rohans  claimed  descent  from  the  an- 
cient sovereigns  of  tixat  province ;  and  Henri  Quatre  liadf 
through  his  grandmother,  the  wife  of  the  Duke  d' Albert,  a  daaV 
of  their  blood  in  his  veina. 
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vemment,  by  the  fonnation  of  a  regular  battalion  of 
iniantry,  composed  promiscuously  of  Maltese  and 
foreigners,  but  officered  exclusively  by  knights.  This 
step  had  been  strenuously  recommended  by  seyeral 
Iriendly  powers,  as  the  only  mode  by  which  the 
Grandmaster  could  preserve  his  authori^ ;  and  as  it 
'was  accompanied  by  a  hint,  that,  if  the  Order  did 
not  look  to  its  own  security,  the  royal  counsellors 
would  take  the  island  under  their  own  protection, 
the  suggestion  was  promptly  adopted.  This  corps 
.was  intrusted  with  the  keeping  of  La  Valette,  and  the 
other  important  forts;  while  a  considerable  local 
force  was  enrolled  to  guard  the  open  coast.  An  ef- 
fort was  also  made  to  improve  the  financial  statutes, 
and  revive  the  ancient  discipline  of  the  Order; 
and  judicious  alterations  were  carried  into  effect  in 
the  courts  of  judicature,  and  additional  &cilities 
given  to  public  education.  Nor,  while  thus  busied 
in  improving  the  internal  administration,  did  the 
Grandmaster  neglect  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Or- 
der. .  In  Poland,  he  obtained  the  restitution  of  some 
ancient  possessions — in  Russia,  he  acquired  new 
ones.  In  Germany,  the  circle  of  Bavaria  created 
for  him  a  new  language  (1782),  which  received  the 
name  of  the  Anglo-Bavarian,  and  was  endowed  with 
the  confiscated  property  of  the  Jesuits  to  the  extent 
of  170,000  florins — a  sum.  equal  to  15,000/.;  and 
in  France  he  succeeded  to  the  possessions  of  the 
Order  of  Saint  Anthony — a  pious  association  scarce- 
ly less  ancient  than  that  of  Saint  John  itself.  * 
The  year  1783 — ^the  eighth  of  Rohan's  grand- 

*  Ixutituted  in  1095,  for  tlie  relief  of  persons  afflicted  witK 
leprosy,  and  virtually  abolished  by  an  edict  of  the  French  go* 
venunent,  forbidding  it  to  receive  any  more  novices,  issued  m 
*768« 
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masterships — ^was  rendered  memorable  by  an  event 
'wbich  filled  Europe  with  consternation,  and  furnish- 
ed the  knights  with  an  opportunity  of  exercising,  in 
their  fullest  significance,  those  charitable  duties  which 
their  vows  imposed  on  them,  A  frightful  earth- 
quake ravaged  Sicily  and  Calabria;  and,  in  parti- 
cular, the  towns  of  Messina  and  Reggio  were  laid 
in  ruins ;  while  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  escaped, 
being  buried  in  their  shattered  dwellings,  were  forced 
to  bivouac  in  the  open  country,  destitute  alike  of 
belter  and  subsistence.  The  Maltese  gallies  were 
laid  up  in  ordinary  at  the  time  intelligence  of  this 
disaster  reached  the  island ;  but  such  was  the  acti- 
vity displayed  in  equipping  them,  that  they  were 
made  ready  for  sea  in  a  single  night,  and  instantly 
set  sail  for  the  scene  of  desolation,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Bailiff  Frelon  de  la  Frelonniere,  a  noble 
Breton  knight,  carrying  with  them  medicines,  beds 
and  tents,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers.  On  their 
arrival  off  Reggio,  they  found  the  earth  still  oscil- 
lating at  intervals,  and  the  whole  fiice  of  the  country 
changed.  Mountains  had  disappeared  in  one  place, 
and  risen  up  in  another ;  the  channels  of  ancient  ri- 
vers had  become  dry,  while  impassable  streams  water- 
ed plains  which  had  never  before  boasted  of  a  brook. 
The  inhabitants  of  one  unhappy  village,  Sylla,  had 
been  one  and  all  engulphed  by  a  sudden  and  mar- 
vellous reflux  of  the  ocean ;  aiid  the  whole  coast  was 
covered  with  houseless  multitudes,  wan,  worn,  and 
half  naked.  The  knights  landed  half  their  stores 
for  their  relief,  and  then  stood  away  with  the  remain- 
der for  the  Sicilian  shore.  They  foimd  Messina 
a  vast  pile  of  ruins — its  superb  edi^ces  rent  or  over- 
thrown— its  noble  quay  silent  and  deserted — ^and 
the  surviving  population  wandering,  in  hopless  des- 
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pondency,  over  the  adjacent  fields.      Yet,   in   the 
midst  of  this  miseiy,  surrounded  by  the  dead  and  the 
dying,  the  knights  fonnd  the  Neapolitan  connnand* 
ant  well  lodged  in  a  temporary  barrack  stored  with 
delicate  refreshments,  and  regaling  himself  with  the 
music  of  a  military  band.     Conceiving  it  a  point  of 
etiquette  that  he  should  accept  of  no  succours  finm 
the  knights  on  behalf  of  the  suffering  people,  until 
he  had  consulted  the  authorities  at  Naples,  he  po* 
litely  declined  their  benevolent  offers  to  erect  an 
hospital ;  and  their  labours,  during  the  three  weska 
they  remained  in  the  port,  were  confined  to  surf 
gical  aid,  and  a  generous  distribution  of  the  pro* 
visions  which  they  had  on  boards     Having  retouch* 
ed  at  Reggio,  and  landed  there  the  supplies  which 
the  commandant  of  Messina  would  not  condescend 
to  accept,  the  gallies  returned  home,  followed  by  the 
blessings  of  the  thousands  whose  distresses  they  had 
been  so  prompt  to  relieve.     This  is  one  of  the  no* 
blest  incidents  in  the  later  annals  of  the  Hospibiller 
Knights.      It    proves    that  the  .  Christian  virtues 
which  shed  such  a  lustre  on  the  Order  in  the  olden 
time,  were  not  totally  extirpated ;  and  that  a  muni* 
ficent  spirit  of  hospitality  continued  to  adorn  it  evea 
in  the  last  years  of  its  decline. 

The  narrative  of  the  warlike  adiievements  of  the 
Chevaliers  of  Saint  John  is  now  ended — ^there  is  not 
another  valorous  «Eplbit  to  record — but  it  stiU  remains 
ioT  the  historian  to  detail  the  cruel  circumstances  un* 
der  which  the  sanctity  of  the  •  Maltese  tenitory  «a$ 
violated,  and  which  led  to  the  illustrious  fratenuty  of 
floldier-monks  which  had^  for  upwards  of  two  bua* 
dred  years,  exercised  over,  it  a  clement  .dominatioiv 
being  subverted^  plundered  and  dispersed,  honelesa 
«nd  peniiiless,  over  the  world*     France,  the  counUy 
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Msh  had  bem,  from  the  days  of  Raymond  Du 
Puis,  the  grand  nmwry  and  mmiiiicent  benefiictress 
of  the  Order,  after  a  series  of  yicissitudeS}  mineces- 
sary  to  be  enmnerated  in  this  narrative,  lapsed  into  a 
state  of  anarchy  unparalkled  in  the  history  of  the 
world.     Ancient  institutions  were  overthrown,  the 
landmarks  of  hereditary  right  were  annihilated  ;<-— 
Uood,  innocent  blood,  deluged  the  land,  and  crime 
alone  triumphed.     In  a  revolution  spAciaUy  directed 
against  the  overweening  ascendancy  of  aristocratical 
distinctions,  and  alike  subversive  of  religious  im* 
pressions  and  feudal  rights,  an  establishment,  bias- 
sed,  like   that   of  Malta,   on  heraldic  fame,   was 
not  likely  long  to  escape  denunciation.     The  judi* 
cious  economy  with  which  the  possessions  of  the 
Order  in  France  were  superintended,  aggravated  the 
danger,  by  pointing  them  out  to  democratic  rapa- 
city ^.as  a  productive  source  of  plunder.     "  Scarcely 
any  land  in  France, "  says  Boisgelin,  ^*  was  better 
cultivated  than  the  estates  of  the  Order ;  they  were, 
indeed,  in  many  parts  complete  models  of  rural  eco** 
Bomy ;  nei^er  the  idle  nor  the  poor  appeared  in  the 
neighbourhood,  the  greatest  attention  being  given  to 
employ  the  former,  and  relieve  the  latter. "     The 
fiitms  not  only  embellished  the  districts  in  which 
they  were  situated,  but  were  a  sort  of  local  semi* 
nanes^  in  which  the  neighbouring  peasantry  acquired 
the  best  practical  rules  of  agriculture.     It  was  not  in 
tlie  nature  of  events  that  spoil  so  tempting  should 
esoApe  confiscation,  in  a  convulsion  which  ahooli 
the  land  hke  an  earthquake,  and  dashed  down,  after 
ibutteen  centuries  of  supremacy,  an  ancient  throlie ; 
Ror  was  it  possible  tiiat  the  knights 'themselves,  how* 
«fver  aware  of  their  jet^wrdy,  and  inclined  to  tempo- 
dee  ivilii.tke  &ctioR  feaiy  to  1^  their  blood,  should 
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altogether  steer  a  stricdy  neutod  course  in  so  general 
a  commotion.  When  a'  voluntary  contribution  o£ 
the  third  part  of  the  revenue  of  every  proprietor 
in  France  was  demanded  by  Neckar,  the  great 
financier  of  the  day,  to  relieve  the  exigencies  o£ 
the  government,  the  knights  were  the  first  to  give 
in  their  recognizances,  and  make  the  requisite  pay* 
ments ;  and,  subsequently,  when  the  unfortunate 
Louis  the  Sixteenth  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  beggary, 
and  solicited  the  Order  to  mortgage  its  credit  in  his 
behalf,  it  cheerfUly  advanced  him  five  hundred  thou- 
sand livres — ^thus  showing  itself  as  eager  to  ransom 
the  most  unfortunate  of  the  Bourbons  fi-om  the  bru- 
tality of  his  own  subjects,  as  it  had  been  to  ]^eem 
Saint  Louis  from  the  thrall*  of  the  Infidels,  and 
Francis  the  First  from  the  bonds  of  Spain.  The  &te 
of  Louis,  however,  was  not  to  be  averted  by  foreign 
aid ;  and  the  Grandmaster,  aware  that  he  stood  com- 
mitted with  the  dominant  factions  by  his  sympathy 
for  the  unfortunate  king,  endeavoured,  by  manifest- 
ing a  bustling  eagerness  to  protect  the  French  com- 
merce in  the  Mediterranean,  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of 
those  who  had  compassed  his  deatJu  But  this  waver- 
ing policy  availed  him  nothing.  First,  a  decree  was 
passed  subjecting  the  possession  of  the  Order  to  ail  the 
taxes  imposed  on  other  property^next  it  was  enact* 
ed,  that  every  Frenchman  who  was  a  member  of  any 
Order  of  knighthood  which  required  proofe  of  no- 
bility, should  cease  to  be  regarded  as  a  citizen  of 
France — and  lastly,  by  an  edict  dated  the  19th  of 
September  1792,  the  Order  of  Malta  was  declared 
to  be  extinct  within .  the  French  territories,  while  its 
possessions  were  *  annexed  to.  the  national  domains. 
This  last. decree  was  passed  into  a  law  without  one 
dissentient  voice.     Terror  either  rendered. the  fbrw 
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mier  advocates  of  the  Order  domb,  or  stimulated 
them  to  stand  forward  among  its  persecutors.  A- 
pledge  was  given  that  the  knights  should  be  indem- 
nified by  being  made  pensioners  of  the  nation ;  but^ 
this  was  burdened  with  a  reservation,  that  eVery  one 
enjoying  such  a  stipend  should  reside  in  France,  a. 
clause  tantamount  to  complete  proscription,  consider- 
ing that,  to  have  any  title  to  patrician  descent,  was,, 
in  those  days  of  blood,  a  sure  and  speedy  passport  to 
the  scaffold.  f 

'  The  moment  the  edict  of  spoliation  was  pro- 
mulgated, the  estates  of  the  Order  were  sequestrat-- 
ed  and  ravaged.  The  knights  resident  at  the  vari- 
ous commahderies  were  forced  to  fly  for  safety. 
Those  who  £ell  into  the  hands  of  the  revolutionary 
authorities  were  thrown  into  the  state  prisons,  to 
vrait  the  pleasure  of  their  persecutors ;  and  it  wa&' 
subsequently  prdposed,  that  those  who  had  retired  to 
Malta  and  other  countries,  should  be  outlawed  as 
traitors  to  dxeir  country,  on  the  argument,  that  they 
ought  rather  to  have  starved  in  France,  than  have 
gone  abroad  to  look  for  subsistence.  The  BaiHfiP  de> 
la  Brilhane,  the  Maltese  ambassador,  repeatedly  in- 
terposed in  defence  of  his  Order ;  and  at  last  renv 
dered' himself  so  conspicuous,  that  he  was  warned 
that  his  life  was  in  danger.  *^  I  fear  nothing, "  said 
he^  with  the'  magnanimity  of  an  ancient  chevalier  ; 
''  the  time  is  arrived  when  it  is  as  honourable  to 
die  on  the  scai^Dld  as  on  the  field  of  battle. "  A  na-i 
tufal  cause  sobn  after  terminated  the  life  of  this  in*^ 
trepid, knight,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  deprived  the; 
guillotine  of  a  victim.  He  was  the  last  Maltese  am- 
bassador ever  sent  tO' France.  To  aggravate  the  in-v 
dignities  heaped  on  the  Order,  the  Temple,  the  prin- 
cipal residence  of  the  knights  !n  Paris,  was  degrad- 
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ed  into  a  prison,  and  the  dtscrowned  Lonkr  and  i» 
mhappy  ilumiy  wero  incarcerated  within  its  vails. 

Seaaible  of  their  inability  to  oppo«e  suoh  a  puia^ 
amt  enemy  as  revolutaonary  France,  the  kni^ita  ah* 
stained  ^m  aggravating  tae  antipathy  of  ther  per- 
secotors  by  a  tonnal  declaration  c(  war,  and  tned, 
n^er  by  acts  of  courtesy  towards  die  national  map- 
rinfiy  to  deprecate  what  ^bej  could  not  resist.  On 
one  occasion,  sixty  Frmeh  vessels,  richly  laden, 
wintered  in  the  port  of  Malta,  and  the  Grandmaster 
wss  tuged  to  seize  them,  by  way  of  lefMual ;  but  he 
only  answered,  **  that  the  Order  was  institnted  to 
suffinr  injustice,  not  to  revenge  it. "  *  Had  ^lia 
humility  been  genuine,  it  would  have  been  vordiy 
of  the  successor  of  the  medc  HospitalkiB  oi  die 
Founder's  time ;  but.  the  luxurious  habits  and  love 
of  ease  which  pervaded  the  convent  in  the  last  yeanr 
of  its  ^dstoice,  leave  no  doubt  that  an  ignoUe  po^ 
liey  dictated  the  Grandmaaker  a  iqily.  He.  was  anraie, 
that  die  laay  and  debaudied  lives  of  many  oC  ha 
knights  had  degraded  the  estifclishmwit  in  the  epB 
of  Europe ;  and.  trembled  dieielbse  to  provoke,  by 

Xn  eomplaintSy  the  ruin  that  threatened  to  over- 
imbiinu 

But,  dioa^  the  knights  a£bcftcd  to  nuHBtain  die 
strict^  neutrality  in  die  war  in  «Udi  Famoa  mi 
the  poBcipal  states  of  Europe  were  nlriiMtdy  in- 
volved, the  Frendi  Directory  soon  saw  veaaon  Uf 
araue,  diat  they  were  indnecdy  parties  to  the 
imgiity  league  &»ined  against  it.  The  Engiiflh 
and  Spanish  fleets  wete  pennitted  to  leemit  sailonr 
in  Malta,  the  mariners  of  whidi  wsie  xedncedto 
bciggpaiy  by  the  inability  of  die  Order  to  aifpoit 


SIXTY'-EIOHTH  GRANDMA#TBR.  29$ 

4liffBi;'  <um1  the  Directory  iostaiitly  denounoed  the 
prooeediDg  as  tantamount  to  an  act  of  direct  hosti* 
lityy  and  in  due  time  prepared  to  revenge  it* '  Mean- 
whilei  the  Bourbon  dynasty  was  completely  subvwt- 
•«d ;  and  die  ancient  Oriflafntne  of  France,  after 
Aattering  for  a  short  space  in  the  van  of  the  foi^gm 
jocaies  which  tried  in  vain  to  stem  the  torrents  of 
republican  sted  that  poured  incessantly  over  the 
,Mfs  and  the  Rhine,  disappeared  from-  the  field* 
Many  Maltese  knights  shared  in  this  war  under  the 
«l£ed  banners;  and  when  they  found  their  servi* 
ces  no  longer  of  avail  against  the  common  enemy 
in  the  pLuns  of  Italy  and  Germany,  they  hurfied 
^homeward  to  their  own  insular  territory,  under  the 
impression  that:  all  the  chivalry  of  the  Order  would 
jioon  be  requisite  to  man  its  bulwarks.  •  The  Grand* 
xnaater  received  them  with  open  arms,  though  the 
imroverished  •  state  of  the  treasury  rendered  it  difil* 
cult  to  make  a  provision  for  their  maintenance ;  and 
^t  is  said,  that,  wi^  the  simplicity  of  a  true  ho^i^ 
laUer,  he  voluntarily  reduced  the  daily  expenses  of 
his  own  table  to  a  single  Midtese  crown.  *  •  r 

In  1797,  the  doud. that  hung  over  the  prospect^ 
of  the  Order  was  partially  dispelled,  by  a  nev  patron, 
who  suddenly  started  up  in  tne  person  of  the  Rus- 
sian Czar.  Negotiations  had  been  pending  for  se* 
veral  years  between  the  Maltese  ana  Russian  go- 
vernments, rdative  to  the  possessions  of  the  Older 
inr  Volhynia,  which  province  had  £illen  to  the  share 
of  Russia  on  the  partition  of  Poland ;  but,  before 
they  could  be  brought  to  a  termination,  the  Eknpress^ 
Catherine  the  Second,  who  commenced  them,  dosed 

her  zeigp^vnd  Paul  the  Hrst  succeeded  to  the  diadeou 

i 

*  Two  shifliogi.     BoisgeUn. 
VOL.  II.  T 
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A  passionate  admiration  of  chivalious  renown  was  one 
of  die  characteristics  of  this  eccentric^  and,  in  many  re- 
spects, imamiable  monarch ;  and,  on  his  accession^  the 
negotiations  were  resumed  under  the  most  flattering  * 
auspices.  Not  only  were  the  claims  of  the  Order 
to  die  Volhynian  estates  (idly  recognised  and  con- 
firmed, hut  various  munificent  grants  were  added,  to 
increase  their  value ;  while  a  new  priory,  called  the 
Grand  Priory  of  Russia,  was  created,  and  incorpo- 
rated witib  Uie  ancient  English  or  Anglo-Bavarian 
langoi^e.  The  courier  intrusted  with  the  de^atdies 
aDnouncii^  these  gratifymg  events  was  arrested  by 
the  French  in  his  passage  through  Italy,  and  his  pa- 
pers taken  from  lum.  Their  contents  were  subse^ 
^uently  published  by  Order  of  the  Directory,  by 
vHudi  means  they  were  first  made  known  in  Malta. 
The  Grandmasttt  Rohan  was  on  his  deathbed  when 
they  arrived,  and  he  died  without  the  consolation 
of  kaowmg  the  success  of  his  exertions.  He  was 
a  simple,  generous-heaited,  and  learned  man ;  and, 
had  the  govehiment  of  the  Order  &Uen  to  his  share 
in  better  times,  his  talents  and  virtues  would  hsm 

etieiigthened  and  adorned  it. 
2 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Ontndmattenhip  pf  Hompem^^^^Pmd,  Emperor  ofSvBtioi 
declared  Protector  of  the  Order^^Peiutry  of  the  State-^ 
Xnvdeion  of  Malta  by  the  JFrench  mmder  Bonaparter^IHa^ 
ffraeeftd  Supinenees  of  the  Knighte'^  Tumults  in  the  City 
-^Treachery  of  JRaneijat — The  Capitulation — Severity  of 
the  Conquerore^^The  Oramdnuuter  Hompeach  quita  the 
.ItffMirf  'Hie  JDeath^-'A  remnant  of  the  Kmyhta  retire  to 
Mueaia-^The  JEmperor  Paul  ekcted  Grandmaster-^ 
Blockade  of  Malta  hy^  Mnglish^Frightful  Situation  of 
the  Inhabitanta — Surrender  of  the  Island  to  the  British 

■  -^ikmduaion. 

The  Bailiff  Ferdinand  de  Hompesch,  a  German 
knighty  succeeded  Rohan  in  the  Grrandmastership 
(1797).  He  was  the  first  Grandmaster  ever  chosen  from 
ihe  German  language,  and  was  destined  to  be  the  last 
ffenuine  Maltese  knight  who  enjoyed  that  distinction. 
it  is  stated  by  Boisgelin,  that  he  was  by  no  means  am- 
Utious  of  the  supreme  dignity ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
he  eame  forward  as  a  candidate  fer  it,  and  contract- 
ed large  debts  to  deiray  the  expenses  of  his  election^ 
the  success  of  which  was  attnbutable  more  to  the 
circumstance  of  his  holding  the  influential  office  of 
mimster  from  the  court  of  Vieraia,  than  to  any 
superior  persoiuJ  qualificatiotis.  In  fret,  matters 
had  arrived  at  sudb  a  crisis,  that  the  French  knights, 
alwi^s  the  dominaitt  paity^  were  one  and  all  anxious 
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to  avoid  being  advanced  to  a  dignity  which  had  be- 
come specially  obnoxious  in  the  eyes  of  their  re- 
publican countrymen.  Bonaparte,  who  anticipated 
the  vacancy,  had,  with  his  characteristic  eagerness 
to  regulate  the  internal  affairs  of  neighbouring  states, 
formed  the  project,  if  report  be  true,  of  filling  it  up 
with  the  Spanish  Prince  of  Peace ;  but,  ere  the  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  Rohan  reached  Madrid, 
that  adventurer  had  contracted  an  alliance  with  a 
Princess  of  the  blood-royal,  and  the  Grandmaster- 
ah^  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  was  no  longer  re* 
garded  as  an  object  worthy  of  his  ambition. 

The  first  act  of  Hompesch  after  his  installation, 
was  to  ratify  the  convention  which  the  ambassador 
of  the  Order  at  Saint  Petersburgh  had  entered  into 
with  the  Russian  Emperor.  An  envoy  extraordi- 
nary was  despatched  to  the  Imperial  court,  where  he 
was  honoured  by  Paul  with  a  public  audience.  On 
this  occasion,  the  cross  of  the  redoubted  La  Va- 
lette,  which  had  been  preserved  in  the  treasury  as  a 
sacred  memorial,  and  several  odier  ancient  and  sSuic- 
tified  relics,  were  had  at  &e  Emperor^s  feet ;  and 
the  ambassador,  in  a  studied  harangue,  Ml  of  grati- 
tude and  laudation,  implored  his  Imperial  auditor,' 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  fraternity,  to  become  chief 
of  their  establishment,  un'der  the  tide  of  **  Protector 
of  the  Order."  The  Emperor  was  pleased  to  ac- 
cept of  the  investiture,  and  allowed  the  ambassador 
to  brace  on  him  a  superb  coat  of  mail  which  had 
been  brought  from  Malta  for  the  purpose,  and  to 
suspend  fr^m  his  neck  the  cross  of  La  Valette*  The 
Empress  and  the  heir-apparent  were  honottred  at 
die  same  time  with  the  grand  cross  of  the  Order,  as 
were  the  other  branches  of  the  Imperial  family — a 
piece  of  complimentaiy  policy  suggested  by  die  eoA* 
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"cal  situation  in  which  the  knights  found  themselves 
placed.  At  the  same  audience,  the  Emperor,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  office  of  Protector,  invested  the  Prince 
of  Cond^,  an  exiled  scion  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
France,  with  the  grand  cross,  and  named  him  Grand 
Prior  of  Russia* 

There  exists  not  a  douht  that  Paul,  though  in 
many  reroects  an  unamiable  prince,  was  sincere  in 
liis  friendly  professions  towards  the  knights ;  for  he 
not  only  proclaimed  himself  their  advocate  at  every 
European  court,  but  declared,  that  every  favour  con- 
^ferred  on  them  should  be  r^;arded  as  a  mark  of  per* 
iBonal  deference  and  respect  towards  himsel£  Mean- 
while, it  had  been  proposed  in  the  famous  Congress 
of  Rastadt,  where  the  rights  of  the  Maltese  Knights 
were  stiffly  debated,  that  the  Order  of  Saint  John 
should  be  consolidated  with  the  Teutonic  Order* 
The  Knights  of  Malta  were  rather  fevoiirable  than 
averse  to  this  proposition — ^indeed,  they  solicited  it 
as  the  only  means  of  preservation ;  for,  in  their  mis« 
fortunes,  they  saw  not  how  they  could  better  defend 
the  few  rights  they  yet  possessed,  than  by  a  union 
with  a  puissant  and  independent  establishment, 
nearly  as  ancient,  and  constituted  on  the  same  prin* 
cqJes,  as  their  own.  It  is  more  than  probable,  how* 
ever,  that,  had  the  negotiations  proceeded,  the  con* 
junction  would  have  been  defeated  by  the  aversion 
of  both  Orders  to  siak  their  own  specific  name ; 
and  certainly  it  could  scarcely  have  been  expected 
by  the  Teutonic  Knights,  that  a  fraternity  so  illus* 
trious  as  that  of  Saint  John  should  willingly  agree, 
whatever  might  be  the  difficulties  that  oppressed 
it,  to  merge  in  the  title  of  a  sti:an£e  Order,  that 
proud  historic  designation  under  whioi  it  had  gain* 
ed  all  its  glory. 
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Though  the  French  republic  ^vras  contented  in  the 
-outset  with  confiscating  the  possessions  of  the  Or«- 
der  immediately  withm  its  reach,  and  peisecuting 
such  knights  as  lingered  within  its  jurisdiction,  it 
nourishea  a  steady  and  determined  intent  to  poimce 
upon,  and  rifle,  sooner  or  later,  the  insular  strong- 
hold in  which  they  had  fixed  their  goyemment.  In 
proportion  as  the  influence  of  France  was  extexided 
by  military  triumphs  and  political  baseness,  that  of 
the  Maltese  knights  was  crippled  and  contracted. 
The  state  of  their  treasury  became  truly  deplorable ; 
and,  to  crown  thek  misfortunes,  they  made  the  stazt- 
ling  discovery,  that  sedition  was  busy  within  their 
convent,  and  learned  that  a  formidable  French  anaar 
ment  was  mustering  at  Toulon.  To  diow  the  dila* 
pidated  state  of  the  revenue,  it  need  only  be  mention^ 
ed,  that  the  receipts,  which  were  in  1788  upwards  of 
three  millions  of  livres,  were,  in  1797,  reduced  to 
coie  million.  Not  only  were  the  possessions  of  the 
three  French  languages  confiscated,  but  the  Gcr* 
man  and  Airagonian  commanderies  situated  in  Al- 
sace, Rousillon,  and  French  Navarre,  had  also  &11- 
en  a  prey  to  republican  rapacity.  In  Helveda,  and 
the  Ligurian  and  Cisalpine  States,  a  similar  system 
of  spoliation  had  taken  place ;  and  even  in  Spain, 
Portugal,  Naples  and  Sicily,  new  and  oppressive 
burdens  had  been  imposed  by  the  respective  go- 
vernments. It  was  found  necessary  to  meit  and 
coin  the  plate  of  the  gaUies,  and  afterwards  part 
of  that  belonging  to  the  Grandmaster  and  the  Hos- 
pitals. To  aggravate  the  pressure  of  this  deficieiicy, 
there  was  a  public  debt  to  the  amount  of  six  milltrtng 
of  French  livres ;  and  so  low  was  the  credit  of  the 
Order,  that  no  person  would  advance  a  single  orown 
to  relieve  it. 
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'  The  first  division  of  the  French  fleet,  the  deetin** 
ation  of  .which  had,  for  several  months,  kept  the  whole 
of  Europe  in  suq>ense,  arrived  before  the  Port  of 
Malta  on  the  6th  of  Jane  1798*  It  consisted  of 
seventy  tran^rts  and  several  frigates,  and  made  a 
formidable  display — ^greatly  to  the  disquietude  of  the 
knights  and  islanders,  among  whom  incendiaries  dis- 
seminated startling  and  treasonable  rumours  with 
marvellous  activity.  Commodore  Sidoux,  the  com* 
rannder,  seeing  the  batteries  ready  to  salute  him  with 
)B^  shower  of  balls  the  m<Hnent  he  ventured  within 
ihmr  range,  sent  a  message  on  shore,  expressive  of 
his  wish  to  preserve  the  strictest  neutrality,  and 
merely  entreating,  that  several  small  vessels  might  be 
admitted  into  the  port,  to  undeigo  some  trifling  re- 
paks,  prior  to  prosecuting  their  voyage  to  Egypt — 
the  ultimate  destination  of  the  fleet.  This  request 
•was  of  course  complied  with,  and  no  ^orts  were 
quired,  on  the  part  of  the  French  leaders,  to  inspire 
the  knights  and  people  with.&lse  confidence  in  their 
amicable  intentions.  On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of 
June^  the  grand  division  of  the  squadron  also  furled 
flail  in  the  offing,  having  on  board  General  Bona- 
parte the  eonmuinder-in-chief  of  the  expedition.  The 
arrival  of  this  redoubted  seedier,  whose  victories  and 
vicissitndes  have  since  filled  the  world  with  wonder, 
"was  the  sigmil  for  terminating  the  hollow  and  inde,- 
(dsive  intercourse  that  had  arisen  between  his  van- 
guard and  the  Maltese  authorities.  He  instantly 
instructed  the  French  consul  to  demand  free  and  im- 
mediate access  to  all  the  ports  for  the  whole  fleet, 
^with  liberty  to  ddlNirk ;  and  though  the  Grandmas- 
ter summoned  resolution  to  reply,  that  such  a  re- 
•'^qtiest  could  not  be  complied  vrith,  the  city  was 
iSurown  into  a  state  of  indescribable  agitalicm*     Tlie 
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Frencb  consul  Cani0OB»  who  canied   this  anstver 
to  the  General,  did  not  rrtuniy  which  left  the  det 
signs  of  his  countrymen  no  longer  doubtfiiL     Hi^ 
therto  a  filial  lethargy  had  pervaded  &e  convent ;  bat 
now  when  the  hostile  intents  of  the  Frendi  Geoend 
were  explicitly  indicated,  a  fiseble  effort  was  made  to 
prepare  for  resistance.     The  militia  were  instructed 
to  arm — ^palisades  were  fbrmed  at  several  points — 
and  the  contents  of  the  powder-magazine  in  the  cb^ 
closure  of  the  Cotoner,  were  ordered  to  be  remoied 
into  the  city.     The  seditieus  reports  industriotsly 
propagated  among  the  troc^and  citizens,  prevented 
this  transference  from  being  satisfiictorily  accompli^ 
ed«     Neither  mules  nor  waggons  were  to  be  &and^ 
and  latterly  a  &w  knights  had  to  pecbrm  the  do^ 
Next  day,  the  French  troops  were  observed  crowd- 
ing into  long  boata  in  order  to  land ;  and  at  this  pe«^ 
rilous  juncture,  the  knight  Bosredon  de  Ransijat, 
aecretary  to  the  treasury,  smt  a  letter  to  the  Grand<» 
master,  requesting  that  the  keys  of  his  c^ce  might 
be  intrusted  to  another  keeper,  and  that  he  m^fat 
have  a  place  appointed  for  him  to  remain  in  doiiiig 
the  iMlion,  as  neither  his  duty  nor  his  indinatieB 
would  allow  him  to  fight  against  the  Freadi.  Hap* 
pily  this  open  d^ection  was  not  imitaled  by  any 
other  knight.      Ransijat  was  immediately  arrested 
and  confined  in  the  castle  of  Saint  Angelo»  and  the 
rest  of  the  knights  hurried  wkh  seeming  alacrity  to 
their  different  posts. 

The  French  debarked  at  Magdalen  Creek,  towards 
evening  on  the  9th  of  June«  The  small  but  inqNMtaiil 
tower  of  Saint  George,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
place  was  carried  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
one  cannon-shot  only  being  fired  by  the  fidse 
who  commanded  it*    Throughout  the  whole  of  tb 
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fc&miiig  night,  the  finnament  iwis  hrightened  with 
tko-aignal-rockets  sent  up  incessantly  from  the  fleet, 
which  extended  along  the  whole  north-eastern  coast- 
of  ii»  island,  from  Goza  to  Marsa  Sirocco.  At 
dayixeak  on  the  10th,  fi^sh  bodies  of  troops  werQ 
ihiown ' ashore  at  seven  different  points;  and  at 
noae  of  them  did  the  invaders  encounter  any  thing 
like  TCsistance,  save  at  Goza,  where  the  knight  De 
Megi^y  commanded.  Considering  ibaX  the  French 
men-of-war  k^  so  fiir  out  at  sea,  as  to  be  unable 
to  cover  the  landing  by  their  fire,  under  an  imprest 
aion  that  the  Maltese  were  prepared  to  receive  them 
vnth  red-hot  shot,  and  showers  of  stones  fired  firom 
ihejdugacesy  or  rodc-moitars  by  which  the  weak 
parts  of  the  coast  were  defended,  there  is  no  other 
way  of  accounting  for  the  non-resistance  of  the  isl- 
anders than  by  ascribing  it  to  the  foulest  trea6on« 
Tlie  force  on  ibe  isdand  was  by  no  means  despicable. 
There  were  200  Fr^ch  knights,  90  Italian,  25 
Spanish,  8  Portuguese,  4  German,  and  5  Anglo-* 
Bavarian — ^in  all  332,  fifty  of  whom,  however,  wer^ 
incapacitated,  by  age  and  mfirmides,  firom  active  ser- 
vice. The  regular  troops  amounted  only  to  about 
SdOO;  but  the  Maltese  militia  might  easily  have 
been  brought  to  muster  ten  thousand  men.  The 
JbugaeeSy  of  themselves,  were  sufficient  to  have  done 
murderous  acecution  on  the  invaders.  They  were 
akind  of  mortars  hollowed  in  the  solid  rock,  and 
calculated  to  range  so  as  to  throw  their  charge  on 
tfae«pot  likeliest  to  be  selected  for  debarkation.  It 
lafQHed  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  to  load  obe  of  theIK^ 
and  stones  wore  cnmimed  over  the  charge  till  they  quit^ 
filled  the  piece.  The  mortals,  fired  by  a  match,  threw 
this  marble  hail  many  hundred  fofchoms;  and  men, 
boats,  and  even  sitipa  wiAin  their  range,  were  exposed 
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to  certain  destruction.  Their  immoveability  of  course 
Tendered  them  less  effective ;  bnt  still  their  very  mag- 
nitnde  and  novelty  were  calculated  to  excite  dread 
in  the  breasts  of  the  invaders,  had  the  islanders  bad 
resolution  to  employ  them.  * 

From  the  moment  the  French  vanguard  touched 
the  beach,  no  man,  knight,  servitor,  orslaye,  thought 
of  resistance.     The  renown  of  the  republican  arms*- 
those  arms  ^^ch  had  been  reddened  with  the  bravest 
blood  of  Italy  and  Germany — was  known  in  every 
comer  of  the  island  ;  and  the  warrior  monks,  whose 
mailed  predecessors  had,  for  seven  centuries,  kept  at 
.bay  the  savage  chividry  of  Syria  and  Tuikistan,  were 
panic-stricken,  or  suborned,  and  simultaneously  »• 
bandoned  their  forts  and  batteries.     Some  of  Bona- 
parte's biographers  go  so  finr  as  to  assert,  that  the  few 
shotted  cannon  that  were  fired,  were  iired  only  for 
formsake,   to   save,   forsooth,    the  honour  of  the 
knights,  f     Alas  I  that  the  last  relics  of  chivafay  in 
Chnstendom  should  stoop  to  so  mean  a  subterh^ 
for  salvation  I 

The  French  soldiers,  with  their  usual  lieense, 
instantly  began  to  lay  waste  the  island  ;  and  it  was 
only  then  that  the  native  militia,  seeing  their  hearths 
violated,  took  courage  from  despair,  and  slew  several 
of  the  marauders.  The  brigades  of  Genoals  Lannes 
and  Marmont  first  arrived  vdthin  caanon-nmge  of 
the  city  of  La  Yalette,  into  whidi  the  country  peo|^ 
were  flocking  by  thousands,  filled  with  suspicion  m 
despair.  Rumours  of  treason  among  the  kni^its  were 
inculcated  imd  credited  by  the  populace,  who  manifiMt- 
'ed  their  indignation  by  menacing  cries,  and  geneni 

*  Brydane  et  Bmagdm. 

t  BourieiuM..    MemooB  of  Napoleon. 
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|ii8i]bovdinati«ii~--4  spirit  which  rapidly  extended  to 
•the  troops,  and  became  more  and  more  developed  as 
'Un&vourable  reports  poured  in  from  the  distant  post& 
News  first  arrived  that  the  Nasciar  intrenchment,  a 
^ork  of  considerable  importance  in  the  interior, 
Jiad  been  abandoned  by  the  battalion  appointed  to 
defend  it ;  and  next,  that  the  Cit6  Notable,  into 
which  the  fugitives  had  retired,  had  surrendered  to 
the  French  General  Vaubois — ^the  Hakem  Testa*' 
Jerrata  or  governor  having  voluntarily  delivered  up 
-the  keys,  before  he  was  even  summoned  to  open  his 
gates*  The  abandonment  of  the  Nasciar  intrenclu- 
ment  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  coun- 
try and  Valetta;  and  the  inhabitants  beheld  the 
French  leaguer  established  under  their  very  walls. 
:A  trifling  diversion  was  made  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Grand  Port  by  a  small  squadron  commanded  by  the 
•Chevalier  de  Soubiras,  and  a  sally  was  also  attempted 
to  the  landward  with  nine  hundred  chosen  men ;  but 
.neither  mariner  nor  soldier  deported  himself  wi^ 
his  wonted  bravery,  and  both  enterprises  &iled. 

At  mid-day  on  the  10th,  every  fortified  post  in  the 
country,  except  the  tower  of  Marza  Sirocco,  had  the 
French  flag  floating  over  it.  Eighteen  French 
knights,  who  had  &llen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
were  carried  before  Greneral  Bonaparte,  who,  wi& 
that  abrupt  arrogance  which  formed  so  remarkable  a 
feature  in  his  character,  exclaimed,  ^'  What  I  am  I 
constantly  to  meet  knights  in  arms  against  their 
•country  ?  I  will  not  accept  of  you  as  prisoners,  but 
have  given  orders  to  have  you  all  shot. "  This 
menace,  however,  was  not  carried  into  effect ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  prisoners  had  no  reason  to  com*- 
plain  of  the  treatment  they  afterwards  met  with. 

Meanwhile,  the  tumults  which  prevailed  within 


S06  FERDINAND  DE  HOMPESCUy 

the  city  became  hourly  more  appalling.  Stirred  into 
revolt  by  the  reports  of  treason,  which  the  eoiissaries 
of  the  French  inde&tigably  propagated,  the  people 
proceeded  to  open  acts  of  violence,  and  many  knights 
fell  victims  to  their  reckless  indignation.  The  palace 
of  the  Grandmaster  itself  was  stained  with  knightly 
blood;  and  those  whom  the  assassins  dagger  did 
not  deprive  of  life,  were  exposed  to  the  grossest  in- 
sults. The  troops  ultimately  interfered,  and  restored 
some  degree  of  tranquillity  ;  but,  ham.  that  moment| 
the  influence  of  the  Order  became  totally  ineffec- 
tive, and  resistance  ceased  to  be  contemplated. 

The  besieged  passed  the  night  of  the  10th  agitated 
by  insurrectionary  alarms,  and  by  the  sound  of  their 
own  camion,  which  continued  to  fire  on  the  advanced 
posts  of  the  enemy  after  the  sun  had  set.     On  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  the  disorders  of  the  preceding 
day  were  renewed — groups  of  desperate  men  travers- 
ed the  city,  vociferously  demanding  the  lives  of  those 
knights  whom  the  French  incendiaries  had  taught 
them  to  regard  as  traitors ;  and  these,  unlu^pily, 
were  the  very  men  in  whom  the  only  remnant  of 
public  virtue  was  now  to  be  found*     To  increaae 
the  gienend  consternation,  two  Greek  vessels,  whidi 
had  been  permitted  to  enter  the  port  as  friendly 
traders,  at  the  time  the  French  fleet  first  appeared 
in  the  offing,  were  discovered  to  be  filled  with  repub* 
lican  soldiers  and  arms,  which  were  intended  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  disa£Pected,     The  detection 
of  this  treachery  drove  the  populace  to  fury ;  a  num- 
ber of  the  fidse  sailors  were  massacred,  while  the  re- 
mainder were  made  prisoners,  and  the  military  stores 
on  board  the  vessels  were  seized  as  fair  spoiL 

It  .was  at  this  alarming  epoch,  when  all  puUi^ 
confidence  was  at  ani  end,  when  confii«ion  and  di«or- 
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del' triumphed  in  eveiy'  quarter,  and  when  the  militiat 
suborned  from  their  duty,  lawlessly  shot  each  other 
in  the  streets,  that  a  few  of  the  better  order  of  citi«* 
tens'y  heading  a  body  of  their  more  pacifically  dis<* 
posed  brethren,  repaifed  to' the  palace  of  the  Grand« 
master,  and,  again  acknowledging  him  as  their  sove* 
reign,  implored  him  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarchy 
that  prevailed,  and  instruct  them  how  the  city  mi^t 
best  be  defended.  Had  a  L'Isle  Adam,  or  a  La 
Valette,  held  the  supreme  dignity — ^had  the  feeble* 
minded  Hompesch  himself  but  had  the  resolution  to 
brace  on  the  armour  in  which  the  latter  had  battled 
so  victoriously  against  the  Ottoman  host,  and  show 
himself  thus  harnessed  to  the  multitiule,  Malta  would 
not  have  been  lost  without  one  honourable  ef- 
fort for  its  redemption.  But  he  answered  the  de<* 
puties  evasively  and  distrustfully,  that  he  would  take 
the  advice  of  his  council  as  to  suppressing  the  out* 
rages  of  the  soldiery ;  and  the  hour  of  generous  re« 
action  passed  away,  never  more  to  return. 

Ilie  sun  went  down,  leaving  the  city  a  prey  to 
tumult  and  despair.  Fire-arms  were  discharged  mo-* 
mentarily  in  different  parts,  and  bands  of  despera* 
does  congregated,  ready  for  deeds  of  violence,  in 
every  street.  The  Grandmaster  ordered  the  armed 
patroles  to  be  strengthened,  but  this  only  filled  the 
populace  with  greater  indignation  ;  and  n-om  listen* 
ing  to  the  complaints  shouted  around  them,  the  sol* 
diers  gradually  came  to  sympathize  with  the  disaffect* 
ed.  ^ext  day,  a  vast  multitude,  including  men  of  all 
grades,  from  the  noble  to  the  humblest  artisan,  bent 
on  annihilating  the  Grandmaster's  sovereignty,  for* 
cibly  invaded  his  palace ;  and,  afber  rcMoaching  him 
with  the  treason  of  his  Imights,  the  inefficiency  of  hit 
orders,  and  all  the  evils  that  the  general  iosurrec^ 
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tion  had  brou^t  upon  them,  boldly  annonnoedy  thai 
Aey  had  snbscribed  a  paper  in  presence  of  the  Dutch 
eonsuly  dehveiing  the  city  into  the  hands  of  the 
French ;  and  that  they  held  the  authority  of  the 
knights  as  terminated.  The  Grandmaster  had  not 
the  power  of  resenting  this  audacious  usuipatioii 
of  his  rights ;  for  the  rebels  walked  £eadessly  and 
triumphantly  dux>ugh  the  apartments  of  his  palace. 
He  could  only  agree  to  summon  a  council ;  and  the 
malecontents,  disposed  the  one  moment  to  surrender, 
and  the  next  to  repose  on  their  ancient  government, 
and  die  on  the  ramparts,  departed,  to  be  betrayed 
by  the  seditious  into  new  crimes. 

While  the  council  was  assembling,  the  tumuks  re- 
eommenced."  The  kni^ts,  on  their  way  to  the  pa* 
koe,  were  grossly  insulted,  and  their  lives  endanger- 
ed ;  and,  among  others,  the  Chevalier  O'Hara,  the 
Russian  envoy,  whom  a  generous  impulse  had  hur- 
ried into  the  midst  of  the  insurgents,  with  the  hope 
of  persuading  them  to  return  to  their  duty,  narrowly 
escaped  fEilling  a  martyr  to  his  honourable  zeaL  The 
Grandmaster  intimated,  that  he  had  at  length  re- 
solved to  try  the  effect  of  haranguing  the  people  in 
person,  and  of  taking  his  station  at  the  advanced 
post  of  the  Floriana ;  hv^  the  parasites,  who  6tnng 
round  him,  basely  opposed  this  proposition,  on  the 
argument,  that  his  life  was  too  valuable  to  be  rashly 
hazarded-— ^m  argument  which,  in  such  circtunatan- 
ees,  none  but  a  craven  could  have  entertained*  *  In 
die  midst  of  these  deliberations,  a  tumult  was  heard 
rolling  onward  to  the  palace.  The  air  resounded 
with  shouts  of  "  Liberty!"—**  Equality T— and 
^X^nglife  to  Ransijatr  and  that  fidse  knight, 
forcibly  liberated  by  the  pc^ulace,  was  home  on  4eir 
ihoidderstotlw  doors  of  the  council<K;bamber,  whem 
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a  formal  demand  for  admittance  was  made ;  as  also^ 
for  a  sight  of  a  letter,  which,  it  was  known>  the 
ootmcil  was  employed  in  framing  to  the  French  com-* 
mander,  soliciting  an  armistice  of  twenty-foiu:  hours. 
Both  these  demands  were  granted,  as  was  a  third, 
that  several  Maltese  deputies  should  accompany  those 
of  the  Order  commissioned  by  the  council  to  repair 
to  the  French  head-quarters. 

The  appHcation  for  an  armistice,  was  so  framed  as 
to  be  virtually  a  surrander  at  discretion.  General 
Bonaparte  answered  it  briefly,  that  he  would  enter 
the  city  on  the  following  day,  and  would  then  con- 
descend upon  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  treat 
the  Grandmaster  and  his  brethren.  The  Maltese  de« 
paties  brought  back  with  them  several  French  offi-« 
oers,  who  began,  without  ceremony,  to  prepare  for 
their  General's  entrance.  Better  than  his  word,  Bona- 
parte entered  the  same  evening.  As  he  passed  through 
the  formidable  works  which  defended  the  landward 
side,  General  Cafiarelli,  one  of  his  suite,  significant-i 
ly  remarked  to  him,  ^^  It  is  well.  General,  that  there 
was  some  one  within  to  open  these  gates  to  us.  Wq 
dhould  have  had  some  trouble  in  entering  if  the  place 
had  been  altogether  empty.  **  The  Grandmaster  ex- 
pected that  the  victor  would  at  least  pay  him  the 
oompHment  of  a  visit ;  but  the  French  General  held 
that  the  compliment  should  be  reversed,  and  at  th^ 
end  of  several  days,  Hon^esch  so  &r  subdued  his 
pride,  as  to  show  him  that  drference,  by  which  he 
subjected  himself  to  an  interview,  characterized  only 
by  cold  formality  and  stately  neglect* 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  knights  re- 
nounced, in  favour  of  France,  the  sovereignty  of 
Malta,  and  its  dependencies.  In  lieu,  the  French  rer 
pubHc  pledged  itself  to  exerdse  its  influence  to  aer 
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nsKixors  who  had  so  bravely  resisted  them^  ^Mired 
the  armorial  sculptures,  commemorative  of  Christian 
chivalryy  with  which  that  city  was  adorned,  and 
m^iy  of  them  remain  unde&ced  to  this  day.  The 
chivalry  of  republican  France,  more  barbarous  than 
the  legions  of  the  Ottoman,  tore  down  or  obliterated 
every  record  of  patrician  ancestry  and  heroic  exploit 
,nTi  act  of  vandalism  almost  incredible  on  the  part 
of  an  anny  which. carried  with  it  to  the  land  of  the 
Ptolomies  and  Cleopatras,  a  chosen  band  of  literati 
and  artists,  professedly  pledged  to  fling  a  shield  oves 
the  remains  of  antiquity,  and  to  atone  to  the  world, 
by  their  scientific  labours,  for  the  bloo4  and  tears 
which  their  expedition  was  likely  to  cause  be  shed. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  government,  was 
to  enjoin  all  the  knights  to  quit  the  island  within  three 
days.     The  Chevalier  O'Hara  was  only  allowed  three 
hours  to  prepare  for  his  departure,  while  the  Portuguese 
kmghts  were  restricted  to  forty^eight.  The  impossibi- 
lity of  this  harsh  edict  being  complied  with,  rendered 
it  necessary  to  modify  it,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
aged  and  infirm.     About  ten  pounds  Sterling  (240 
livres)  was  advanced  to  each  knight  for  the  expenses 
d[  his  journey,  but  he.  was  not  permitted  to  depart 
until  he  had  torn  the  cross,  the  emblem  of  his  Order, 
firom  his  breast,  and  mounted  the  tricolouied  cock-* 
ade«     The  citizens  also  were  speedily  made  to  feel 
the  oppressive  yoke  under  which  they  had  &llen. 
The  French  fleet  being  in  want  of  sailors,  a  general 
press  was  ordered,  and  the  whole  able-bodied  mari- 
ners on  the  island,  together  with  the  Grandmaster's 
guard,  and  all  the  enrolled  soldiers,  were  swept  away. 
Promises  were  made  that  their  wives  and  families, 
who  were  naturally  fiilled  .with  despair  at  their  seizure, 
vol.  lu  u 
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should  be  supported  during  their  absence  ;  but  these 
were  speedily  violated  and  forgotten. 

Humbled  to  the  earth  by  these  proceedings,  the 

Grandmaster  made  haste  to  quit  a  residence  which 

republican  insolence  bad  rendered  intolerable  ;  but, 

no  sooner  were  his  intentions  promulgated,  than  he 

was  beset  by  a  host  of  creditocs,  all  clamorous  for  the 

settlement  of  their  demands.     In  these  circumstances^ 

he  claimed  the  plate  of  his  palace,  and  of  the  di^Per* 

ent  inns,  together  with  the  jewels  preserved  in  the 

treasury  of  the  Order ;  but  Ransijat  and  his  coad-> 

jutors  answered,  that  the  whole  had  become  public 

property^  and  that  all  that  could  be  granted  to  him 

was  a  pecuniary  equivalent.   To  ^cilitate  the  degrade 

ed  chiefs  departure,  six  hundred  thousand  French 

livres  were  accordingly  advanced,  as  an  indenmifica- 

tiou"— three  hundred  of  which  were  handed  over  to  his 

creditors.  .  He  was  not  even  allowed  to  carry  with 

him  the  archives  of  the  Order.     All  that  rep^lican 

rapacity  consented  to  i^are,  were  a  part  of  the  true 

cross,  which  the  knights  hadbrou^t  with  them  ^m 

the  Holy  Land,  the  hand  of  Saint  John,  presented 

by  the  Sultan  Bajazet  to  the  Grandmaster  D*  Auhus« 

son,  and  a  miraculous  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  of 

Philenne.   Even  these  relies,  regarding  the  genuine- 

ness  of  which,  it  were  idle  to  institute  an  inquiry, 

were  not  given  up  until  they  had  been  completely 

stripped  of  the  valuable  ornaments  with  which  chi- 

vahous  superstition  had  surrounded  them. 

Hompesch  embarked  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of 
June.  He  took  his  passage  on  hoard  a  merchant- 
ship  bound  for  Trieste,  and  a  French  fiigate  convoy- 
ed him,  more  from  policy  than  from  respect,  as  iar 
as  Meleda,  on  the  Dalmatian  coast.  Twelve  knights, 
the  majority  of  them,  commanders,  and  two  servants- 


SIXTY-NINTH  GRANDMASTER.  813 

at-arms,  accompanied  him  into  exile.  The  voyage 
lasted  thirty-nine  days ;  and  so  heartly  sickened  were 
the  party  of  each  other's  society,  that  the  Grandmas- 
ter resigned  his  office  the  moment  he  landed,  and  se- 
parated himself  for  ever  from  the  companions  of  his 
night.  Of  this  weak  man,  who  died  in  obscurity  at 
Montpellier  in  1804,  aged  sixty-two,  nothing  further 
need  be  said.  He  had  forced  himself  into  an  office 
for  which  nature  had  not  qualified  him  ;  and  he  ex- 
piated his  vainglorious  error,  by  being  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge it  in  times  of  difficulty  and  disgrace. 

The  French  expedition,  with  General  Bonaparte 
at  its  head,  weighed  anchor  from  Malta  on  the  19th 
June,  two  days  after  the  Grandmaster's  departure. 
Four  thousand  mefa  under  General  Vaubois  werelefb 
on  the  island.  The  rarities  found  in  the  public  trea- 
sury and  in  the  churches,  together  with  the  standards 
and  trophies  of  the  Order,  were  all  carried  away  by  the 
spoilers  ;  but  these  relies  never  reached  the  country 
for  which  they  were  destined.  Part  of  them  perishe<l 
in  the  Orient f  the  French  flag-ship,  which  was  blown 
np  in  the  memorable  naval  battle  of  Aboukir;  and  the 
rest  were  captm*ed  by  the  English  in  the  Sensible  fri- 
gate, which  shortly  after  fell  into  their  hands.  Consi- 
dering the  hopeless  debasement  of  the  Order — so  la- 
mentably indicated  by  the  treason  and  total  absence  of 
public  magnanimity  that  pervaded  all  rank»— it  is  not 
surprising  that  many  of  the  knights  readily  enlisted 
under  the  French  banner — some  to  perish,  as  many  of 
dieir  predecessors  had  done,  on  the  sands  of  Egypt  ; 
others  to  dose  their  eyes  before  the  walls  of  Saint- 
John  D'Acre — ^that  city  which  the  valour  of  the  an- 
cient Hospitallers  had  immortalized— '^id  which,  on> 
that  occasion,  the  valour  of  a  single  Britisli  knight> 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  may  be  sud  to  have  saved*     The 
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fate  of  those  who,  on  the  &ith  of  the  capitulatioiiy 
sought  an  asylum  in  France,  was  still  more  deplora- 
ble. They  were  refused  entrance  into  the  ports  whexe 
they  wished  to  land  ;  and  many  of  theni,  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  beggarly  wanderers,  died  from  actual 
privation.  Nor  did  Ransijat  himself  escape  the  con- 
tumely and  destitution  that  perfidy  and  apostasy  al- 
most invariably  bring  in  their  train.  Treated  vnth 
neglect  by  the  republic,  though  he  had  bartered  his 
honour  to  serve  i^  and  scouted  even  by  his  own  kin- 
dred for  his  notorious  want  of  faith,  his  last  solace 
was  taking  up  the  chronicler's  pen,  and  venting  in  fa- 
tile  recriminations,  the  bitterness  of  spirit  which  dis- 
appointed aml^tion  had  engendered.  * 

The  knights  who  followed  the  most  prosperous 
course  at  the  ^neral  dispersion,  were  those  who  took 
refiige  in  the  Kussian  dominions,  under  the  wing  of 
their  Imperial  protector.  Hlled  vrith  boundless  gra«. 
tjltude  for  the  bene&ctions  he  heaped  upon  thein,  and 
eager  at  once  to  gratify  him,  and  to  pkoe  a  bioader 
atdeld  between  themselves  and  their  oppressors,  they 
constituted  themselves  a  regular  chapter,  and  declar- 
ed Paul  to  be  their  ''  most  Eminent  Master/'  '<  their 
sovereign  Prince. "  Paul,  who  had  long  entertained 
a  keen  anxiety  to  obtain  this  now  almost  nominal  dig- 
nity, graciously  acknowledged  the  tender;  and  he 
was  solemnly  inaugurated  as  the  seventieth  Grand- 
master of  the  Order  (1798).  At  the  same  time, 
the  standard  of  Saint  John  was  hoisted  permanently 
on  the  bastions  of  the  Admiralty  at  Saint  Peters- 
burg, where  it  continues  unfurled  to  this  day. 

An  election,  which  placed  a  prince  bound  by  ma- 
trimonial ties,  and  beyond  the  pale  of  the  Catholic 
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chtffch,  at  the  head  of  the  Order,  shattered  at  once  the 
▼ery  basis  on  which  it  was  founded — indeed,  as  the  act 
of  a  few  refugee  knights,  who,  in  their  despair,  grasp- 
ed at  a  reed,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  support  them, 
some  writers  argue,  that  it  ought  to  form  no  part  or 
parcel  of  the  legal  proceedings  of  the  Order.  *  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  election  was  bitterly  reprobated  by  the 
Pope ;  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  to  get  rid  of  the  dis- 

*  This  was  not  ^  fint  instance,  however,  in  which  the 
fitatates  were  set  aside  in  &voar  of  schismatics.  So  hr  back 
as  the  grandmastership  of  Fulk  de  Villaret  (1309),  the  knights 
of  the  bailiwick  of  Brandenburg,  instigated  by  ambitious  views, 
separated  themselves  from  the  Order,  and,  tddng  advantage  of 
the  disputes  which  had  broken  out  in  the  convent,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  irregular  election  of  Maurice  de  Pagnac,  declared 
themselves  independent,  and  chose  a  superior  of  their  own,  to 
whom  they  gave  the  title  of  Master.  This  scliism  was  not 
settled  till  1382,  when,  by  a  formal  treaty,  the  Brandenburg- 
en  were  allowed  to  retain  the  nomination  of  their  chief.  But, 
at  the  Reformation,  they  adopted  the  new  mode  of  worship, 
which  again  embroiled  them  with  the  convent ;  and,  by  the 
peace  of  Augsburg,  they  were  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
a&  future  taxes  to  Malta,  on  the  simple  arrangement,  that  they 
shoidd  remit  thither  2400  golden  florins  in  a  slump  sum.  The 
royal  femily  of  Prussia  subMquently  took  the  bailiwick  under  its 
protection,  and  afterwards  some  prinoeof  that  houseconstantly  held 
the  superiority.  It  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Frederic  the  Great 
dut  Ihe  bailiwick  resumed  its  amicable  relations  with  Malta. 
In  1763,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  monarch,  it  was 
ananged,  that  the  intercourse  with  Malta  should  be  renewed, 
and  that  the  Brandenburgers  should  pay  their  responsions  into 
the  treasury  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Catholic  commanders. 
From  that  date,  the  Protestant  knights  were  treated  as  bre- 
thiau  By  the  statutes  of  the  bailiwick,  the  postulant  must  be 
a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  Protestant — though  this  rule  has 
BOt  been  strictly  adhered  to.  Sonneburg,  a  small  town  thir- 
teen German  milerfrom  Berlin,  is  the  principal  place  of  lesi- 
<Knoe.  The  knights  wear  a  scarlet  uniform,  with  white  lapels, 
CQ&,  and  collar,  and  metal  buttons,  bearing  a  cross  with  eight 
pontB.     The  golden  eross  difikrs  from  ih»t  worn  by  the  €•• 
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putes  in  which  it  involved  him,  abolished  the  Order  in 
his  dominions.  Paul  entered  on  his  duties  with  a- 
lacrity,  by  instantly  creating  a  new  Russian  priory 
for  his  Greek  nobles,  which  he  provided  abundantly 
with  rules  and  statutes,  and  generously  endowed* 
His  election  was  formally  notified  to  all  the  Coujcts 
of  Europe ;  and  the  whole  nobihty  of  Christendom 
were  invited  to  become  knights  of  the  regenerated 
Order,  on  production  of  the  requisite  gentilitial  proo&. 
Paul  also,  at  first,  contemplated  sending  a  military 
force  to  co-operate  with  the  English  and  Neapolitans 
in  the  reconquest  of  Malta ;  but  events,  over  which 
he  had  no  controul,  defeated  the  project ;  and,  by 
one  of  those  sudden  mutations  in  policy,  for  wiiich 
modem  times  have  been  so  remarkable,  the  troops 
who  were  to  have  acted  as  the  auxiliaries  of  England 
in  the  expedition,  were  ordered  to  hold  th^nselves  in 
readiness  to  traverse  the  wastes  of  Central  Asia,  and 
assail  the  British  possessions  in  the  East — an  enter- 
prise, however,  which  was  wisely  abandoned* 

Meanwhile  England,  single-handed,  prepared  to 
wrest  firom  republican  France  the  storied  rock  on 
which  the  tricolour  had  been  so  easily  planted. 
Three  months  of  bondage  were  sufficient  to  convince 
the  Maltese,  that  they  had  exchanged  an  enfeebled 
dspotism  for  a  yoke  of  extreme  rigour.  A  licentious 
soldiery  harassed  the  inhabitants,  whose  complaints 
procured  no  redress — the  wives  and  children  of  those 
Maltese  soldiers  and  mariners,  who  had  been  press- 
ed into  the  French  service,  were  left  without  the 

tholie  knights,  having  the  Pnisnan  eagle  in  the  firar  angles,  ^ 
white  enamel,  instead  of  the  Jleur  de  lis.     The  bailiff  takes  his 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Prussia.     He  is  the  first  pnv 
late  m  the  electorate,  and  his  revenoe  amonnts  to  about  30,000 
cr«wns.-,Vide  Boisgelin.   Hist.  Maka. 
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taibsist^nce  guaranteed  them*— bands  t>f  disorderly 
nudecontents,  many  .of  them  saiiors  out  of  employ** 
ment,  wandered  mp  and  down,  to  the  terror  of  aH 
who  had  property  to  lose,  or  who  loved  tranquillity--^ 
£ikii'  was  violated  wilii  the  public  creditor-'---all  pen* 
fiians  were  proyisi(Hially  suspended-«*-«nd  the  Gnari^ 
taiUe  benefactions  to  the  indigent,  which  the  knights 
had  conliinued  tiM  the  hour  of  their  surrender,  and 
.wbichy  in*  loaves  alone,  amounted  to  four  hundred 
dfldly,  were  entirely  withheld.     Moreover,  the  regu* 
Jations  of  the  Monte  de  PietCy  er  public  pawn** 
bn^ery,  were  remodelled  in  a  manner  that  acted  op- 
pressively on  the  people — and  copyholds,  which  had 
foimerly  been  held  for  three  generations,  were  de- 
clared extinct  at  the   expiration  of  one   hundred 
years,  by  which  low  many  were  brought  to  an  im^ 
mediate  termination.    So  obnoxious  was  the  latter  re^ 
gulation,  that  it  had  not  been  promulgated  many  days 
when  the  authorities  found  it  prudent  to  modify  it. 
Many  minor  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression,  con*- 
tributed  to  inspire  the  subjugated  islanders  with  an 
invincible  antipathy  to  the  government  of  their  con>- 
qiierors ;  and,  at  length,  the  sacrilegious  rapacity  of 
•^e  French  agents  produced  a  sudden  burst  of  po- 
'<pular  vengeance.     An  attempt  was  made  to  despoil 
a  church  in  the  Cit6  Notable,  in  order  that  its  de- 
corations might  be  sold  for  the  public  service;  wh^- 
'upon  the  inhabitants,  rendered  furious  by  a  proceed- 
ing so  opposed  to  their  religious  prepossessions,  congre- 
gated in  a  body  to  prevent  the  sale.   The  French  com- 
mandant Masson,  succeeded  in  partially  suppressing 
the  tumult ;  but  he  regarded  It  as  so  serious,  that 
•he  lost  no  time  in  despatching  a  messenger  to  Va- 
letta  for  fresh  troops.     Before  these  could  arrive, 
however,  a  second  insurrection  took  place ;  and  the 
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inbabitaiitS)  reinforced  by- the  populatioii  of  tbe  etasl 
Zehugf  dnddenly  rose  on  the  French  detachment; 
n^ch  amounted  only  to  sixty  mesk,  and  masmeteA 
ky  along  with  its  commander*  This  was  the  signal 
for  a  general  revolt  In  twenty-fbnr  hours,  every 
CBsal  in  the  island  was  in  anni^  together  -wi^-  the 
'\iiiiole  population  of  Goza. 

General  Vnubois  was  not  long  in  ascertidmng  tlit 
fall  extent  of  the  insoirection.  Two  hundred  men, 
whom  he  sent  to  reinfinrce  the  massacted  garriaoii^ 
were  driven  back  with  loss ;  and  several  French  pav* 
tisans  of  ctistinetion  were  dain,  while  endesvooring 
to  reach  Valetta.  The  inhd[>itsnts  of  the  Bormoky 
the  fortified  subuib  which  connected  the  Bouig  and 
the  Isle  de  la  Sangle,  can^t  the  infection  ;  and  a 
oonJBicty  not  miattended  with  bloodshed,  took  place 
within  the  walls.  From  that  momeat,  afl  coiunii«' 
nication  ceased  between-  tke  city  and  the  interic^; 
and  Valetta  assumed  the  aspect  of  a  place  redtaoed 
to  a  state  of  blockade* 

Five  days  after  this  revolt  became  known,  the 
ChiiUaume  TeU^  French  man-of-war,  and  two  £n* 
gates,  arrived  from  Egypt  with  intelligence,  that  a 
mighty  naval  battle  had  been  fought  with  the  Bii» 
tish  squadron  undi»  Lord  Nelson,  in  llie  Bay  ef 
Aboukir,  and  that  the  French  fleet  was  destroyed* 
Thus  forewarned,  the  French  eoimnander  proceeded 
to  replenish  his  stores,  and  prepare  for  the  blockade 
which  he  saw  at  once  would  follow  an  event  vMA 
gave  the  English  entire  possession  of  the  Meditot* 
ranean*     An  attempt  was  made  to  eonciliate  the  in^ 
surgents ;  but  the  iridividiials  employed  to  coneifiate 
them  never  returned.     ITie  resolution  of  the  Mal- 
tese was  taken;  aoFdthe  promise  of  a  goierai  paidott 
wxdd  not  win  them  to  swerve  £rom  it. 
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Maktcfs  were  in  tkis  state,  when  the  English  fleet 
lolled  sail  in  the  offing ;  and,  in  combination  with 
• .  PortagueBe  squadiony  held  a  parley,  ia  ii^ich 
it  was  demanded  that  the  iskuid  should  be  instantlj^ 
•vacuated.  The  answer  retnmed  wa&  one  of  de* 
fiance  ;  and  a  rigorous  blockade  was  forthwith  c(Hn-» 
menced*  Exasperated  at  being  thus  imprisoned,  and 
dapriyed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  ishraders  of  fresh  pro- 
wionSy  the  French  made  a  fierce  saDy  as  &r  as  the 
oaattl  Zabbar,  with  the  intention  of  laying  it  waste, 
bat  were  repnked,  and  forced  to  seek  safety  witlnn 
the  fbrc^cations.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Mal- 
tese, looking  back  with  regret  to  the  government  df 
the  knights,  deqMtched  an  invitation  to  Hompesqfi 
to  return  and  resume  the  sovere^nty.  That  feeble- 
minded  man,  however,  declined  placing  himself  in 
so  perilous  a  situation ;  and  though  several  knight% 
less  careful  of  their  personal  salety,  re-embarked  for 
Malta  with  the  intention  of  heading  the  insuigents^ 
their  ardour  cooled  in  the  course  of  the  voyage,  aa 
did  the  anxiety  of  the  Makese  lor  their  arrival,  and 
tlie  enterprise  was  abandoned. 

The  Portuguese  admiral,  who  was  left  to  main- 
tain  the  blockade  singly  during  the  transient  ah* 
seance  of  the  English  squadron,  having  threatened  to 
bombard  the  city,  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  per- 
BEOtted  to  quit  it  at  their  own  retjuest — ^the  garrison 
being  glad  to  get  rid  of  them,  in-  order  that  the  de-^ 
niands  on  the  provision  stores  might  be  lessened* 
On  the  return  of  the  Enghsh  a£niral,  he  a  se- 
eond  time  summoned  the  pkce  to  surrender,  with 
a- pledge  that  the  garrison  should  have  a  safe  con- 
v'oy  to  Fiance ;  but  Vaubois  again  returned  a  la* 
conic  and  positive  defiance.  From  that  day  the  «ity 
was  so  dosely  invested^  that  in  the  course  of  three 
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months  only  three  small  barks  from  Sardinia^  and  an 
advice  boat  from  Toulon^  succeeded  in  entering  the 
harbom".  Early  ia  December  a  third  summons  of 
surrender,  accompanied  by  a  threat  of  bombaidment, 
was  intimated;  and  again  laconically,  and  firmly 
contemned.  Hitherto,  the  city  had  been  only  par- 
tially cannonaded  by  a  few  guns  ;  but  on  the  night 
succeeding  this  refusal,  several  new  batteries  wete 
unmaskecL,  and  some  balb  happening  to  fidl  within 
the  works,  the  inhabitants  believed  that  tibe  menace  of 
bombardment  was  about  being  put  in  execution*  Fa* 
mine,  moreover,  began  to  stare  them  in  the  &ce ;  and 
many  who  were  previously  loth  to  depart,  now  gladly 
availed  themselves  of  the  commandant's  permissian 
to  escape  into  the  country  from  the  horrors  of  a 
8iege«  and  the  insatiability  d  military  rapacity,  vdiidit 
as  the  aspect  of  affairs  waxed  more  and  more  des- 
perate, became  cruelly  ingenious  in  its  operaticms. 
At  the  end  of  four  months,  the  countenances  of 
many  "  bore  marks,"  says  Ransijat  *  ''  of  the  crael 
privations  to  which  they  were  subjected ;  **  and  ev«i 
the  most  zealous  partisans  of  the  French,  feh  their 
sympathy  excited  by  the  general  misery  and  despair. 
la  these  circumstances,  Uie  self-emancipated  bands 
who  held  the  interior  of  Uie  iidand,  planned  an  en* 
teiprise  of  a  rather  extraordinary  description,  by 
which,  knoviring  the  garrison  to  be  too  weak  to  di* 
£end  the  city  at  all  points,  they  hoped  to  carry  it  at 
midnight  by  a  coupHie^main.  A  strong  body -of 
the  citiaens  w^pe  involved  in  the  plot,  and  prepned 
to  rise  in  arms  against  theur  foreign  tyrants,  the  nun 
ment  they  heard  the  clangour  of  arms  on  the  bat^ 
BMnts.     Favoured  by  the  night,  two  hundred  Mai* 

*  Si^  et  BLocos  de  Miltbe. 
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tese  from  the  country  crept  into  the  ditches  and 
along  the  sea-shore,  close  under  the  city  walk; 
but,  while  lying  in  ambush  ready  to  plant  the  scal- 
ing ladders  with  which  they  were  provided,  two 
French  officers,  who  had  remained  till  a  late  hour  in 
Valetta,  in  passing  to  Fort  Manuel,  in  which  they 
were  quart^ed,  -discovered  the  skulkers,  and  instant* 
ly  gave  the  alarm.  Thirty-four  conspirators  were 
apprehended,  and,  among  others,  Gulielmo,  a  Corst- 
can,  renowned  for  his  intrepidity,  who  had  concerted 
the  attack.  This  man  and  forty-three  others  were 
condemned  and  shot  by  the  French  authorities.  They 
were  all  men  of  mean  condition,  not  so  much  as  one 
Maltese  noble  having  sufficient  hardihood  to  join  in 
the  {dot,  though  the  hatred  they  secretly  nourished 
against  their  oppressors  was  deep  and  implacable. 

In  order  to  cheer  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  Mai« 
tese,  and  convince  them  of  the  sincerity  of  his  sym-* 
pathy,  the  English  Commodore  took  them  under  his 
knmediate  protection.  Encouraged  by  his  support, 
the  besiegers  planned  an  attack  on  the  Cotoner;  bat 
it  proved  abortive.  The  blockade  had  now  lasted 
lor  six  months,  and  the  city  exhibited  scenes  of 
frightful  privation.  The  majority  of  the  sufferers 
would  gladly  have  quitted  the  town,  and  joined 
the  besiegers ;  but  the  latter,  aware  that  their  de« 
parture  would  be  a  relief  to  the  garrison,  harsh- 
ly drove  them  back  within  the  gates.  Disease,  par- 
ticularly scurvy,  a4ded  its  ravages  to  the  general 
suffering ;  and  soldiers  and  citizens  were  aHke  mown 
down  by  its  frtal  sweep.  In  the  course  of  the 
first  year  of  the  blockade,  only  fifteen  vessels  <with 
supplies  were  able  to  enter  the  port.  Still,  so  great- 
ly was  the  population  reduced,  that,  in  September 
1799,.  the  French  calculated  that  they  had  yet  a  svCBt* 
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cwDcy  of  grain  to  last  them  for  other  twelve  months; 
At  this  date,  a  pound  of  fresh  pork  brought  six. 
shillings ;  salt  meat  two  shillings  and  a  penny ;  fidi^ 
of  the  coarsest  kind,  two  shiUii^  and  twopence  ;  a 
fowl  fifty  shillings ;  an  e^  eightpence ;  a  ponnd  of 
sugar  eighteen  diillings  and  fouipence ;  a  lat  oaie 
shilling  and  seTcnpence*  Even  die  flesh  of  mules 
and  asses  was  greedily  purchased.  Happily,  a  scar- 
city of  water  was  not  added  to  their  calamities.  The 
canals  that  conveyed  that  necessary  element  iirom  tiie 
interior  had  indeed  been  cut  away ;  but  the  private 
tanks  continued  to  furnish  a  steady  supply. 

Month  after  month  passed  heavily  over.  In 
August  1800,  the  cttisens  being  totally  beggared, 
and  the  treasmry  nearly  empty,  tbe  garrison  was  put 
on  half-pay,  .  Still,  trying  as  was  their  situation^ 
the  buoyant  spirit  of  the  French  soldiers  never  de- 
serted them.  They  made  gudens  in  the  fbrtifica^ 
tions,  and  raised  fruit  and  vegetables  to  amelioiale 
their  situation.  Four  months  afterwards,  their  pay 
was  entirely  stopped^  and  their  rations  further  les* 
soied ;  yet  still  they  performed  their  duty  as  became 
good  troops,  suppcNTted  by  hopes  adroitly  propagat-* 
ed  by  their  commander,  that  supplies  would  soon 
arrive ;  and,  by  the  glory  which  the  voice  of  rumour 
from  time  to  time  assured  them,  the  French  armies 
were  reaping  on  the  Italian  plains.  The  ancient 
chevaliers  of  Saint  John  themselves  nevrav  even  in 
the  days  of  their  Kieatest  renown,  made' a  more  ob« 
stmate  defence. 

At  lei^rth  this  gallant  stdbbomness  began  to  de« 
cline* .  Intdligence  arrived  that  a  squadron  of  stare* 
diips  from  Toulon  had  been  captured  by  the  Eng* 
liab;  and  General  Vaiibois,  disheartened  at  the 
>iew^  ealled  a  council  of  war,  to  deUberste  on  whit 
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fibould  be  doae ;  but  its  resolutions  iveie  of  an  u&« 
important  description.  Deplorable  as  the  condition 
of  the  city  was,  the  General  had  hitherto  found  it 
advisable  to  retain  in  pay  a  company  of  comedians ; 
but  now  sheer  beggary  and  fimiine  compelled  him  to 
dispense  with  their  services.  Several  araateursi  how- 
ever, supplied  their  place ;  and  stiU  the  French  soi-< 
dier  chattered  and  laughed  at  stage^jokesy  thouffh  sar«» 
rounded  by  death  and  desolation.  The  population, 
which  had  numbered  forty  thousand  souls  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  blockade,  had  now  dwindled  down 
to  little  more  than  seven  thousand ;  and  all  fear  of 
insurrection  having  evaporated,  &e  people  were,  great- 
ly to  their  joy,  allowed  once  more  to  inake  use  of  ihe 
diurch-bells,  an  indulgence  which,  for  precantionaiy 
reasons,  had  been  previously  interdicted*  At  length 
General  Vaubois  acceded  to  a  request  of  the  Marquis 
de  Nissa,  the  Portuguese  AdmiriJ,  to  be  admitted  ta 
a  private.  in|ierview;  but  as  the  Frenchman  refused  to 
]i^»a  to  a  word  about  surrendering,  the  negodatioa 
-failed,  and  the  Marquis  returned  to>  his  ship,  follow- 
ed by  shouts  of  "  Long  live  the  republic  I  "  ''  No 
capitulation  I  "  Nothing  remained  but  to  straxten* 
the  blockade,  for  the  Maltese  land  forces  were  too 
few  in  number  to  attempt  a  regular  assault.  In  his 
despair,  the  French  commandsuit,  with  the  advice  of 
his  council,  resolved  to  despatch  the  GmUaume  Tell 
man-of-war,  with  all  the  sick  and  si^mumeraries,. 
to  France.  She  stood  out  of  the  harbour  in  a  moan-> 
less  night ;  but  the  Maltese  sentinels  on  the  Coradin. 
rock  desoried  her  as  she  was  clearing  the  port  of  the 
gallies,  and  the  batteries  of  the  besiegers  instantlv 
opened  a  heavy  fire.  Thus  warned,  the  English 
squadron  kept  a  sharp  look-out ;  and,  though  the 
Frenchman  succeeded  in  slipping  out  to  sea,  puisu- 
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ed  him  so  hotly,  that  he  was  speedily  overtaken,  and 
captured,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  in  which  he  lost 
two  hundred  and  seven  men.  The  Guillaume  Tell 
was  the  last  remnant  of  that  proud  fleet,  which,  two 
years  before,  had  imfuried  its  sails  so  exultingly  fbr 
the  Egyptian  coast ;  and  its  capture  completed  the 
dismay  of  the  garrison,  who  could  no  longer  remain 
blind  to  the  necessity  of  eventual  surrender. 

Famine   now  stidked   openly  in   every  quarter. 
Fresh  pork  brought  seven  shillings  and  twopence  a 
pound — rats,  especially  those  fotmd  in  bakehouses, 
which  were,  of  com-se,  well  fed,  sold^  at  an  exoibi- 
tant  price-— dogs  and  cats  were  so  generally  eaten, 
Aat  the  races  soon  became  extinct — and  horses,  asses 
and  mtdes,  were  similarly  exterminated.     In  short, 
the  stores  were  empty;  and  all  that  the  resolute  Vau- 
bois  could  do  in  his  extremity,  was  to  equip  and 
despatch  two  French  frigates  still  in  port,  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  reach  France  in  si^ty.    They 
gained  the  sea ;  and,  for  a  brief  space,  he  congra- 
tulated himself  that  the  vigilance  of  the  English 
had  for  once  been  killed  to  sleep  ;  but,  two  days  af- 
terwards, he  was  undeceived,  by  seeing  one  of  them, 
with  the  French  f^  struck,  riding  in  the  midst  of  the 
English  squadron.    On  the  8th  of  September  1800,  a 
parley  was  held  with  the  besiegers,  when  the  terms  of 
capitulation  were  arranged  and  ratified  by  Major-^ge- 
neral  Pigot  and  Commodore  Martin,  on  behalf  of 
the  English.     The  main  conditions  were,  that  the 
garrison  should  depart  with  the  honoiffs  of  war,  and 
that  their  property  should  be  respected.     On  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  following  day,  two  Englisli  frigates 
and  some  small  craft  entered  the  port,  while  the 
English  troops  took  possession  of  Forta  T]gn6  and 
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Jticasoli,  and  the  flonaiuu*  Next  morning,  tha 
whole  English  squadron  ran  into  the  harbour ;  and, 
two  days  afterwards,  the  garrison  embarked,  and  sail- 
ed on  its  way  to  France.  Thus,  after  an  endurance 
of  two  years,  terminated  this  obstinate  and  memor- 
able blockade. 

Here  the  history  of  the  Order,,  strictly  speaking, 
may  be  said  to  terminate.     At  the  peace  of  Amiens 
(1802),  a  special  article  respecting  Malta  was  intro- 
duced into  the  treaty  between  France  and  England, 
to  which  the  other  great  powers  of  Europe  were  in- 
vited to  accede>  by  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  as 
the  Order,  in  its  &Ilen  state,  was  incapable  of  main- 
taining the  independence  of  the  island,  the  knights'' 
sovereignty  should  be  re-established,  with  the  imder- 
staadixig  Uiat  their  neutrality  was  to  be  guaranteed  by 
the  presence  of  a  Neapolitan,  or  other  auxiliary  force. 
It  was  further  stipulated,  that  there  shouId.no  longer 
be  either  a  French  or  an  English  language,  but  that  a 
Maltese  language  should  be  instituted  in  their  stead ; 
and  several  additional  clauses  expressly  secured  other 
privileges  to.  the  natives.     But  England,  doubtftil 
of  the  duration  of  the  peace,  and   greatly  averse 
to  resign  a  position  which  gave  her  the  entire  com- 
mand of  the  Mediterranean,  and  formed  an  insu- 
pecable  barrier .  to  Bonaparte's  projected  conquests 
in  Egypt  and  the  East,  postponed  ceding  it  from 
day.  to  day,  till,  at  lengthy  the  First  Consul,  chaffed 
into  fury  by  that  and  other  circumstances,  rushed  in- 
to a  new  quarrel  to  set^e  the  matter.   That  England 
was  in  ctvery  reject  justified  in  postponing  tlie  ful- 
filment of  the  treaty,  as  ^  as  respected  Malta,  no 

*  This  fotce  consisted  of  the  SOtli,  35th,  48th,  and  QBth 
British  regiments,  supportad  by  detachments  of  artillery  and 
eofjiatan,  and^two  baMiiimis  of  NeapoUtaB  infantary. 
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E'udiced  person,  irfio  ooasults-llie  history  eilhm 
y  will  doubts  Bonapaxte  had  declareid,  that 
uld  ahnost  as  soon  agree  to  Batain  possesaii^ 
a  suburb  of  his  own  capital ;  and  had  it  been  evs« 
cnaitedy  as  it  certainly  would  have  been,  had  the  hoi-* 
low  bond  of  concord  between  the  two  nations  oi^ 
doied  only  a  few  months  longer,  he  would  have  lost 
no  time  in  bringing  it  permanently  within  his  gnupu 
Since  that  date,  the  island  has  continued  to  appertain 
to  Britain;  and  as  it  has  ktterly  been  reoognised 
by  all  the  powers  of  Europe  as  a  British  dependency, 
there  is  no  chance  of  it  ever  again  reverting  to  the 
Order,  or  indeed  passing,  into  other  hands.  It  is 
satis&ctory  to  know,  that  the  change  has  been  emi* 
nently  beneficial  to  the  natives ;  and  that  they  have 
ample  reason  to  bless  the  fortune  that  placed  them 
under  the  sway  of  the  most  enh^itened  and  most 
paternal  government  in  the  worUL 

As  to  the  Order — shattered  into  fiagments  by  its 
expulsion  from  Malta,  and  the  dili^idation  of  its  le* 
8ources--^its  subsequent  history  is  so  obscure  and 
unsatisfiicUyy,  that,  disconnected  as  it  is  widithe 
politics  of  the  times,  it  were  idle  to  give  the  details^ 
even  ihou^  referenoe  could  be  had  to  authenticate 
ed  documents.     On  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Paal» 
his  successor,   Alexander,  issued    a  proclamation 
(March  1801),  in  whidi  he  assumed  the  diano^ 
ter  of  Protector  of  the  Order,  and  oosdained,  that 
the  Imperial  Palace  should  continue  ite  chief  lesi* 
denoe,  until  such  time  as  circnmstaiices  should  psM 
mit  the  election  of  a  Grandmaster  aooordinff  to  the 
aadent  forms  and  statutes,  and  that  the  Fidd^Mac* 
ehal,  Count  Soltikoff,  should  in  the  interim  act  as 
lieutenant  of  the  mastership.      In  the  same   y«ar 
(July),  the  Council  of  the  Order  met  to 
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OB  tke  HMtter^  nhon  it  was  TesQlved,-  that,  .aa  tha 
figments  of  a  ^n^ral  okapter  coidd  not  he  a88eBi<r 
bled  at  Saint  Betenburg,  the  diSewnt  Gmnd  Priora 
should  be  invited  to  convene  their  chapters,  for  the 
purpose  of  Ibraiug  lists  of  sudi  kn^hts  as  wiera 
worthy  of  suoeeeding  to  the  sovereign  dignity. 
These  lists  the  Councfi  proposed  afterwards  to  wbr 
xnit  to  the  Pope,  with  an- invitation  for  him  to  dioose 
a  Grandmaster  out  of  them ;  but  under  a  proteaty 
tbait  this  sttbmissiiHi  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  a 
precedent*  injurious  to  the  privileges  o£  the  Order 
in  after  times.  Accordingly,  (February  9,  1805,)» 
his  Holiness,  Pius  the  Sevenm,  nominated  Tom- 
maaiy  an  Italian  kn^ht,  Gran^naater ;  sinee  whict 
timet  the  mutadona  in  the  superiority  have  excited 
&o^g«neral  attention.  In  1814,  the  French  knight% 
taking  heart  at  the  humiUation  of  their  arch^-enemy 
Napoleon,  ass^nbled  at  Paris  in  a  General  Ch^fiUst, 
uader  the  presiiency  of  ^  Prince  Camille  de  Rohan, 
Grand  Prior  of  Acqutiftine>  for  the  eleotion  qi  a 
pennanent  capitulary  coaimission.  The  govemmaiit 
being  declared  concentrated  in  this  oonnnisaon,  it 
was  es^owered  to  regukto  all  political,  civil,  and 
finaneiid  affairs,  connected  with  the  Order ;  and  wh 
der  its  direction,  a  fonsK^  but  finiitless  afi^of^on 
was  made  to  the  Congress  of  Viwaina,  for  a  grant  oi 
some  sovereign  ind^ndency,  in  lieu  of  that  of 
which  the  Order  had  hem  ao  incongously  despoiled. 
In  1823,  when  the  Greek  cause  began  to  wearn 
prosperous  aspect,  the  same  Chi^ter,  encouraged  by 
the  good-will  which  the  Bourbon  family  was  under- 
stood to  entertain  for  the  Order,  enterea  into  a  treaty 
with  the  Greeks  for  the  cession  of  Sapienza  and  Gfr- 
bressa,  two  islets  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Morea» 
as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  re-conquest  of  Rhodes; 
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to  fiunlitate  which  arrangement,  an  endeavour  ^^as 
made  to  raise  a  loan  of  640,000/.  in  England ;  but  the 
negotiations  were  conducted  with  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  pompous  ambiguity ;  and  the  financial  spe- 
culation completely  failed*  *     The  formalities  of  the 
Order  are  still  maintained  with  some  degree  of  splen- 
dour in  the  French  capital,  and  it  continues  to  enu- 
merate a  number  of  distinguished  members ;  but  the 
utter  dilapidation  of  its  revenues,  and  the  total  an- 
nihilation of  its  political  influence,  has  reduced  it  to 
the  situation  of  an  obscure  association  ;  and  such,  as 
far  as  human  foresight  goes,  it  is  destined  to  remam. 
Thus,   after  outliving  the  vicisntudes  of  seven 
centuries,  was  the  venerable  and  sovereign  Order 
of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  shorn  of  its  posses- 
sions and  political  distinction.     The  degeneracy  of 
the  knights  themselves,  during  the  latter  days  oi 
their  residence  in  Malta,  Aimishes  an  ample  apology 
for  the  small  consideration  yihxdi  their  claims  of 
restitution  have  received  since  their  expulaon  hem 
that  island ;  while  the  altered  skate  of  society  dearly 
indicates,  that  the  powers  of  Europe  will  never  con- 
ceive it  imperative  either  to  restore  thor  property,  or 
rieseat  them  in  an  independent  jtuisdiction.  They  had 
their  epoch  of  renown  ;  and  diough  now  useless,  as 
the  ancient  armoinr  in  whidi  they  combated  so  long 
and  so  success^ly  the  enemies  of  the  ChristiaB 
faith,  it  were  ungenerous  to  deny,  that  many  of  their 
actions  are  wormy  of  a  proud  place  in  the  annals  of 
mankind. 
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CHBOKOLOOXCAI.  TABLE  OV  THX  GRANDUASTXBS  OF  THS  OfiDSR. 
OF  SAIMT  JOUM  OF  JX&USALXJf. 


Elected 

1.  RaTmond  Du  Pda 

1118 

8.  Anger  de  Balben 

1160 

3L  Arnaud  de  Comps     ' . 

1163 

4w  Gilbert  D^Assalit         .         .         « 

1167 

5.  Qastus                

1169 

6w  Jdiibert  of  Syria           

1170 

7.  Roger  de  Monlixi          .         .         .         .         . 

1177 

8.  Gamier  of  NapLouae 

1187 

■9.  Ermengard  Daps          .        .        .         .        . 

1187 

ia  Godfrey  de  Duiason 

1191 

11.  Al^honao  of  Portugal            •         •         •         . 

1202 

12.  Godfrey  le  Sat 

1202 

13.  Guerin  de  MoDtaigu 

1208 

14).  Bertrand  de  Tezis          .        •        .        « 

1230 

15.  Guarin  de  Montacote    .... 

1231 

16.  Bertrand  de  Comps       •        •        •         . 

1236 

17.  Peter  de  ViDebride        .... 

1241 

la   WiUiam  de  Chateauneuf 

1244 

19.  HttgK  de  Revel             .... 

1259 

20.  Nicholas  de  Lorgue       .... 

1278 

21.  John  de  Villieni            .... 

1289 

22.  OdodePins 

1297 

23.  William  deVillaret       .... 

1300 
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CHftONOLOOICAL  TABLB  OF  THS  ORANSMASTSSS  OF 
THX  KNIGHTS  TZMFLAES.  * 

Elected 


▲.  j>. 

1.  HogK  de  PAyens 1118 

S.  Robert  of  Borgundy    '  • 

1139 

3*  £?ienrd  de  Bani    •        • 

1147 

4.  Bernard  de  TreneDape     . 

1151 

1154 

6.  Philip  of  Naples     . 

1169 

7.  Odo  de  St  Amand 

1171 

8.  Arnold  de  Troye 

1180 

-, 

1185 

10.  Gerard  Ridflfort     . 

1187 

11.  Robert  Sablsus      . 

1191 

12.  Gilbert  Gralina       . 

1190 

13.  Pbilip  de  Pleads 

1201 

14.  Wimam  de  CamoCa 

1217 

15.  Peter  de  Montagu 

1218 

16.  Armaad  de  Petragrossa 

1229 

17.  Herman  Petragrorios 

1237 

la   William  de  Rupefort  (Rq[ent) 

1244 

19.   WiUiam  He  Sonnae 

1247 

ao.  Reginald  Yichierina    '     . 

1250 

eLati 

niaed. 
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Elected 
A.  D. 

21.  Thomas  Beraud 1257 

22.  William  de  Beaujeau        ....  1274 

23.  Theobald  Gaadinius         ....  1291 

24.  Jacques  de  Mblai  •         •        .         •  1298 

25.  John  Mark  Lamieniua  (Order  ■uppreaeed)  1314 

26.  Thomas  Theobald  Alezandrinvs         .         .  1324 

27.  Arnold  de  Braque  .  .  .  •  1840 
2&  John  de  CSaremont  '  .  .  •  1349 
29.  Bertrand  Du  Guesdin  ....  1357 
90.  John  Arminiacus             .         •         .         •  1381 

31.  Bernard  Arminiacus        ....  1392 

32.  John  Arminiacus  ....  1419 

33.  John  de  Croy         .        .         .  •      .         .  1451 

34.  Bernard  Imbault  (Regent)       .         .         .  1472 

35.  Robert  de  Senoncourt      ....  1478 

36.  GaleatiuB  de  Saknr  ....  1497 
87.  Philip  Ghabot        .         .         .    •     .         .  l5l6 

38.  Gaspard  de  Jaltiaco  Tavannensis       •        .  1544 

39.  Henry  de  Montmoren9i  .         .         .  1574* 

40.  Charles  de  Valois  .         •         .         .  1615 

41.  James  Ruxellius  de  Graneeio  .         .  1651 

42.  James  Henry  de  Durefort,  Doc  de  Duras  1681 

43.  Philip  Duke  of  Orleans  .         .         .  1705 

44.  Louis  de  Bourbon,  Due  de  Maine      .        .  1724 

45.  Louis  Henry  Bourbon — ^Cond^  .        .  1737 

46.  Louis  Frangois  Bourbon— Conti       .         •  l74l 

47.  Louis  Henry  Timoleon,  Due  de  Cosstf  Brissac  j  1776 

48.  aaude  Mathew  Radix  de  Chevilkm  (Regent)     1792 

49.  Bernard  Raymond  Fabr^  Palaprat    •        •  1804 
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CVROHOLOOICAL  TABLB  OV  T^  HUWBtMB  OP  TUB 

nraxomc  oebbk.  * 


. 

Elected 

1.  Henry  a  Walpot 

1190 

2.  Otto  a  Kerpin         .             •            •            < 

laoo 

8.  Hefman  Bart         •             •            •             « 

1206 

4.  Heiman  de  Saltsa  .            •            • 

1210 

6.-  Conrad  Landgrave  of  Hesse 

1241 

6.  Poppo       •            •            •            •            . 

1253 

7.  Haano  de  Sanger  Hnnen 

1265 

8.  aennsn     •            •            •            «             • 

1877 

9.  Bnrchardiu  Sdmadens  (deposed) 

1285 

10.  Giarad  de  Fertoangen 

12d2 

*  This  list  is  taken  from  Poller's  Historv  oT  ihe  Holy  War. 
It  comes  down,  only  to  the  expulsion  of  me  Military  Orden 
from  Palestine. 
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